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No. 1. — The Governor^ General of hidia in Council to the Secret 
Committee of the East India Company, 

Fort William, December 22, No. 109, 1841. 

FTonob xiiLr Sirs, — It may be of advantage to your Honorable 
Committee, tliat we eud(»avour to draw out a succinct narrative of the 
disastrous events which have lately occurred at Cabool, and in other parts 
of Afiyianistan, with some examination of tlie causes which have led to 
these events, and an exposition of the views with which, in the present 
state of our information, we are disposed to regard them. 

2. We are unfortujuitely able but most imperfectly to perform this 
tat>k ; we Iiavc before ns but f(*w authentic documents ; the latest date of 
the dispatches reiH’ivod from Sir Williajn Maciiaghten is only of 26th 
October ; and all else tliat we know is collected from two or tliree 
dispatches written, upon this side of the Passes, by Sir Robert Sale, from 
fragments of jirivate correspondence, and from the rumours wliich have 
reached Candtihar and Peshawur ; but we, believe that the facts in our 
lio^session, such as we shall give them to your Honorable Committee, 
may be relied upon. 

.‘5. Tlio force at and near, Cabool, consisted, at tlie beginning of 
October, of Her Majesty’s 13th and 44th Regiments of Foot, the 5th, 
35th, 31th, and o4th Regiments Bengal Native Infantry, the 5th Bengal 
Light C’avalry, a company of Foot, and a troop of Horse Artilleiy^ 
besides minor detaih, in addition to two regiments of the disciplined in- 
fantry of the Shah’s contingent, the head-quarters of ohe of the corps of 
Ilindoostanee Cavalry belonging to that contingent, a mountain train ot 
Artillery attaclied to the same force under Captain Backhouse, of the 
Bengal Army, and a number of the Shah’s* guns under the charge of 
Lieutenant Warburton, with some strength, of the extent of which we 
are not accurately informed, of Atfghan horse, partly under British com- 
mand. And of this force it was intended that Her Majesty’s 13th, and 
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the 85jpi and 37tli Native Infantry, with a company of Artillery, some 
‘Sajjf^s, &c., should proceed in the autumn to the provinces ; two Na- 
tive ;r€!gimentSj and, if it should be found necessary, one European regi- 
tont, the 9tb, being held in readiness for their relief. One the Shah’s 
regiments, the 6th, was stationed at Chareekar, about 1 30 
inltes'lo the, north of Cabool, and the remainder of the force was divided 
betweeiai the Bala Hissar, which overlooks the town, and in which the 
Shah resides, and the cantonment, which is a strong post about three 
miles to its north. The aspect of things at the capital, even to the very 
end of October, appears to have been altogether pacific. Many of our 
officers resided, some with their families, in the town. Tlie Commissa- 
riat establishments were partly placed within its walls, our officers are 
said to have walked and rode in all directions without apprehension or 
interruption ; and, though it was notorious that the Priesthood and the 
Chiefs of Clans, w^th a large portion of the military retainers imme- 
diately dependent upon them, regarded with extreme dislike the state of 
things introduced under our intluence, no idea was entertained of an 
universal discontei^or of the liazard of a general and formidable out- 
break. Indeed, fo^nany weeks previously, almost every communication, 
public and private, had represented the country as iTn])roving, and the 
difficulties of our Affghan relations as in a fair train for permanent 
satisfactory settlement. 

4. An expedition against a predatory tribe at Zao, in the direction 
of Ghuznee, had been undertaken at the end of September. It had 
terminated successfully, and without bloodshed, in the submission of the 
tribe. Our troops were on their return to Cabool, and tlie 2()th of 
October had been named by Sir William Macnaghten as the day on 
which he should put Sir Alexander Burnes in charges of his office, and 
set out on his journey to Born])ay. 

5. By a private letter from Sir W". Macnaghten, dated 6th of October, 
we learnt that some discontent had exhibited itself on the part of several 
of the chiefs of the tribes of the Eastern Ghilzics, who command tlie jiasses 
leading from Gundarauck, to within twelve or thirteen miles of Cabool. 
These passes are of a very difficult character, l>ut a good understanding 
had been maintained with the chiefs from our entrance into tlie country, 
up to that time. Tlie ground of this discontent was a reduction in the 
amount of tlie grain allowances granted to the chiefs, the portion of tlui 
allowances remaining, being regarded as more valuable to them than 
their receipts in the time of Dost Mahomed Khan, in conseijueiKie of the 

’*tyh prices at present prevailing. It appears that, on this reduction 
T made, the chiefs left Cabool, and an insurrection look place in tlie 
passct. tjjg dawks wtJre rolibed, and that all regular communications 
®‘'pped. These disturbances were lightly treated ; an Aflghan 
cluei, 01 opposed loyalty and influence, was sent forward to deal with 
the inalcu^^ots ; and it was hoped that peace would be restored, rathcir 
by negotiativ^ by force of arms. Towards the 12th it had Iw^en 
determined tlia. the passes should be forced. Her Majesty’s 13th, tlie 
doth Native Infaiiisy and, tsubsequently, the 37th Native Infantry, a 
squadron of the 5th Bengal Cavalry, and some other horse, with a 
portion of artillery, were allotted to this service, and placed under the 
command of Brigadier Sale ; and Captain Mai^gregor, the Political 
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Agent at Jellalabad, was attoched to it* The Khoord Cabool Pass^ as 
may be seen by the official dispatches, was gallantly forced on the 12th, 
though with a loss to the British troops employed, of from thirty to forty 
men. A night attack was the next day repelled by the 35th Native 
Infantry, and tlie enemy’s position at Tezeen was subsequently attacked 
on the 22nd with success. Captain Macgregor .unguarded, with Captain 
Patou, visited tlie camp of the insurgents. He was kindly received by * 
the chiefs, and he believed that he had made a satisfactory arrangement 
with them ; but, though for some days afterwards the j)rofessions of the 
chiefs were invariably those of peace and of friendship, the attacks from 
the hills upon the detachment in its advance were unceasing, and it will 
be seen, by Sir Robert Sale’s reports, with what difficulties, and witli how 
severe a loss of men and baggage, he made good his advance on the Slst 
of October, to the station of Gundamuck, where was Captain* Burn with 
a strong detachment of mountaineer Jezzailchees, chiefly of the Afreedce 
or Khybe%tribes. 

6. Sir William Macnaghten’s official report, the latest we have 
received from him upon any subject, under date the 26th of October, 
gives his view of the origin and progress of tliis quarrel with the Eastern 
Ghilzies. A copy of that re2)ori is appended to this dispatch. 

7. Sir Robert Sale had found it desirable only to take on with him 
the 13th and doth, with artillery, cavalry and details from Khoord 
Cabool ; and the 37th Native Infantry was ordered, in the first instance, 
to remain in position, with a view mainly to keep open the communica- 
tion, and was, subsequently, on the outbreak of the insurrection in the 
city, called back to Cabool ; a movement it was only able to effect with 
a loss of baggage and some men, (five killed and fifteen wounded.) 

8. At Gundamuck, Sir Robert Sale was in a position of some diffi- 
culty ; his camel-men were deserting him ; his ammunition was in great 
jiart expended ; he was overhung by the enemy in the hills, and the 
post was not a strong one, whilst it was distant from any support which 
could be aftbrded. to him from Poshawur. He had received a summons to 
return to Cabool, to which he felt himself obliged to represent, . in answer, 
that, without means of carriage, that with the enemy in force upon every 
point of his passage, and ill-provided as he was with ammunition, the 
absolute destruction of his Brigade would be the certain result 
of the attempt. He determined, therefore, on the advice of a council 
of war, ui)on retiring upon Jellalabad, and of making a strong 
intrcnchment at that jdace. Upon the 6th of November he destroyed 
a I'ort of one of the insurgent chiefs, of whose flight in revolt from 
Caljool lie liad received intimation, and, upon the 11th, he marched to 
Jellalabad, leaving Gundamuck in charge of Captain Burn, with his 
detachment of Jezzailchees and a corj)s of Jan-Baz horse. These troops 
became rapidly disordered. The Jan-Baz horse, and a large number 
of the Afreedee Jezzailchees, went over to the enemy, or deserted to 
th(‘ir homes. With such of the Jezzailchees as adhered to him, Captain 
Burn retired also to Jellalabad, leaving, however, two guns and much 
baggage behind him. 

9. Brigadier * Sale found himself at Jellalabad, surrounded and 
attacked by all tlie armed population of the country. He had at first 
but six days’ provisiou ; his men were harassed, and the defences of the 
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place were exceedingly weak. The latest letters from him are of 
November 27th ; he had attacked and dispersed the enemy, and collected 
supplies for thirty days. Ammunitior^ had been sent from Feshawur ; 
but it is uncertain whether it had reached liiin. All the later reports, 
however, from this post are in a tone of laudable and increasing con- 
fidence, The enemy, after their first defeat, had not again ventured to 
aissail it ; and we may look, we trust, with certainty, to the security of 
this portion of our troops. 

10. Captain Ferris, an officer commanding one of the Shali’s irregular 

Affghan regiments, had been posted at Pesh-Boohik, between the Khyber 
Pass and Jellalabad, with a detachment of his corps. When llie country 
became disorganized in consequence of our troops falling back to «Iclla- 
labad, his camp was attacked by riuinbcrs of the surrounding trib(‘S, but 
his men, chiefly Eusofzye Patans, from the country subject to tlic Sikhs, 
fought bravely, and he was able to cut his way tlirough tlie enemy, and 
to make good his retreat, though compelled to abandon about 38,000 
rupees of public treasure, and all private property. * 

11. Mr. Mackeson, a gentleman not in the regular service, had 
charge of the fort of Ali Musjid in the Klyber Pass, with loO men, 
also of the Eusofzye tribe ; and the Khyberies, when tlie infection of 
alarm and disorder reached them, sliewed an inclination to disturb tlie 
peace of the Pass. The chiefs disavowed all particiiiatiun with the 
tribes in this feeling, but the fort was nevertlieless attacked, and the 
enemy nearly crowned the heights, but the Eusofzyos were faithful, and 
the assailants were repulsed ; and, in the end, by tlie ijiterrerence of 
General Avitabile and Captain Mackeson, the insurgents departed, atid 
the fort has been replenished. The known march of large Sikh and 
British reinforcements towards Pisshawur, and the interest of the chiefs 
in keeping on terms with us, for the sake of their considerable pecuniary 
allowances, may, possibly, lead the Khyberees not to declare against us, 

12. We know not with accuracy what indications of trouble preceded 
the tragical events which took place on the 2nd of November at Cabool. 
In the letter from Captain Mackeson, at Peshawair, of the 11th of O(!to- 
ber, forwarded to your Honorable Committee with our dispatcli of the 
20th ultimo, mention is made of six leading Dooranee Chiefs liaving 
incurred the King’s displeasure with reference to discontents, openly and 
disrespectfully evinced by them, in conseipience of reductions in the 
allowances, to which the narrowness of the King’s finances led bin), 
under Sir William Macnaghten’s advice, to have recourse. We have 
received no official report regarding that occurrence, but your Honorable 
Committee arc aware from the papers which we have at different times 
forwarded to you, that a reduction of the retainers of the military khans, 
and the formation of bodies of horse, paid directly by the Crown, had 
been among the objects of policy which have apj^eared most important 
for giving strength and stability to the King’s Government. Your 
Honorable Committee are sensible also that it has been a necessary and 
prominent object of our care to bring the Shah’s disbursements, as nearly 
as possible, within the limit of his income. In pursuance of these 
objects, the six chiefs referred to appear to have been subject to some 
retrenchment, and opposition at one time seems to have been attempted 
in an indirect manner, to the organization of the bodies of hoffee to be 



paid by the State. The Shah himself, who has made over for the iiios( 
part tlie duty of administration to his minister, Mahomed Oosman Klian, 
an individual possessing the entire coniidence and. approbation of Sir 
William Maenaghten, may be believed to have thrown the responsibility 
of these distasteful meavsures mainly on that ofiicer, with whom the 
Envoy and Minister was, doubtless, in general estimation, identified ; 
and we find accordingly that, in the popular rumour which have prevail- 
ed, at least the dissatisfaction of the Shah with the state of things 
existing at Cabool lias been very readily taken for granted. We attaeli 
to this dispatch, stich notices as the Governor-General has found in the 
private or demi-official letters addressed to him, on tlu‘ resistaiice and 
disgrace of the six chiefs alluded to. These notic!es become of impor- 
tance, since we find, from a comparison of Captain Mac-kesou’s dispatch 
before cited, with the names which have subsequently been most bruited 
as those of the leaders of the insurrection, that several of thes(* six 
chiefs have taken the leading part in exciting tlie troubles wliieli we 
have now to lament. M«cr IJfziil Khan Urzbegoe is the chief on whose 
flight from Cabool, and rebellion, Jlrigadier Sale proceeded to oc'eupy 
Ins fort as above described ; and others of the chiefs, sucli as Ahdoola 
Khan Atchikzyc, Secunder Khan, and Abdool Salam Khan, are those 
most generally mentioned, in reports which have reached us alike from 
Candaliar and Pesliawur, as the heads of the disturbance. 

13. On the 1st November, we learn that 3Ieer Ufzul Khan Urzbegee 
left the city and set up the standard of revolt, but we must suppose that 
tliere was no keen apprehension of serious danger. On the next day, 
however, our couutrynien were attacked on every side. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Sir Alexander Burnes, wltli his brother Li(Mitenant Buriies, and 
Lieutenant Broadfoot, of the Bengal European regiment, were surprized 
and murdered in the city. Lieutenant Sturt, of the Engineers, received, 
it is said, in the presence of the Sliah, but under circumstances of wliiedi 
we have no information, five wounds. Captain Trevor, and his family, 
but nan-owly escaped. The houses of the British residents were burnt 
or pillaged. The Commissariat stores and treasure in the city were lost, 
ami the enemy obtained possession of a fort in the immediate vicinity 
of the cantonment. We subjoin to this narrative a precis of intelligence 
addressed by Lady to Sir Robert Sale, by wliieh your Committee will 
learn that there was a succession of engagements from the 2nd to Stli 
November, by wliich, though our troops invariably beliaved well, and 
obtained advantage, but little impression was made upon the enemy. 
We further know that a successful sally was made on the 13th, and that 
the stock of provisions, which on the 8th was estimated as only suflicient 
for five, was, on the 14th, equal to ten days’ consumption ; and the tomi 
in a note from Sir William Maenaghten to Captain Maegregor, at 
Jellalabad, of the 18th, was certainly not one of any immediate a})pre- 
hension. Negotiations were still apparently open between Sir William 
Maenaghten and some of the chiefs, but, as far as is stated, with no 
satisfactory prospect. Copies of all papers whiqh have reached us on the 
progress and aspect of events at Cabool, sirfbe the insurrection commen- 
ced, accompany this dispatch. We must necessarily regard the position 
of our force at that city with great anxiety. It was divided ; its means 
of supply were narrow and precarious ; the whole surrounding country 
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was opposed to it ; and the season was approaching at which the passes 
of the hills would be closed by the snow. On the other hand, there are 
bravery and discipline ; the interval between the Bala Hissar and the 
Cantonments is open, and a junction could easily be made ; and the 
town may be forced to afford supplies ; whilst the falling of the snows 
may have the effect of forcing, at least, a partial dispersion of the 
enemy. We must painfully await the result, foi^ it seems to be physically 
impossible, that troops could, before the sjiring, approach Cabool for 
rescue. 

14. Siinuhauoously with the events which we have related as having 
occurred at Cabool, tlie Kohistaii broke into insurrection, and two 
udicers, Captain Maule and Lieutenant Wlieeler, attached to tlie irregular 
regiment of Koliistaneos, wore murdered, and the Coorklia regiment of 
the Shah’s service, jiosted at Chareekar in that country, was attacked, 
and all of its officers were wounded, of whom Captain Codrington lias 
since (lied. We have since heard that this corps has betiii overiiowercd 
and destroyed, and that Major Pottinger, the Political Agent at Cha- 
reekar, and one officer, Lieutenant Ilaughton, have made tlieir way to 
the camp at C-abool. 

15. Leyoud th(\s(^ sad details wo have to report the surprize^, and 
almost entiri'. destruction, by a large party of Ghilzies at Syclabod, be- 
tween Ghuzriee and Cabool, of Captain Woodbuni, of the Sliali’s service, 
and a detachment of 158 invalids, proceeding from Gliuziiee towards 
Cabool ; and we know tliat tlic disturbances had extended to between 
seventy and (‘ighty miles south of Ghuznee, andfv that tlie country was 
disordered in that (piartor up to tlie ITtli 18th of November. 

1(). Our latest direct accounts from 'Candaliar are of thci 19th, but 
there is a hotter from Major Leech, at Kelat-i-GhiIzi(', of tlie 2()tli, which 
must have been forwarded from Candaliar on tlie 22d or 23rd of 
November. At that time all was cpiiet in that neighbourhood, yet it 
must be apiirchended that eveutually disturbances of a similar nature 
may also take place there ; but the country is less unfavourable to 
action. General Nott’s force is strong, and we must hope that he will 
lose no time in calling in evc^ry detachmejit which is not securely post(‘d. 
The three regiments, tlie 16th, 22nd, and 43rd Bengal Native Infantry, 
that had lieen on the point of returning to India by the Dolan Pass and 
Shikarpore, with a troop of Horse Artillery and Cavalr}^ were, upon a 
requisition from Major-General Elphiustone, dated 3rd November, the 
day after the insurrecjtiori at Cabool, directed to march from Candaliar 
towards Gliuznee and Cabool, and we learn that they actually raarclied 
on the 16th. We are told that the seasons will not be opposed at any 
time of the year to such a march as far as Ghuznee ; but tlie ground 
between Ghuznee and Cabool rises 2000 ft^et, and the road will, it is to 
be feared, not be passable until late in the spring. We have intelligence 
of the advance of the brigade, without ditfiendty, half-way to Kelat-i- 
Ghilzie, and wo shall watch, with anxious interest, its further progress. 
We have, further, a post at Quetta, wliich has been reinforced by Major 
Outrani, and wliich, it is 'possible, may be harassed by the Kakur 
Afghans, tliough Major Outrani apprehends no serious attack from that 
tribe ; and he is confident that the late arrangements with Nusseer Khan 
are so satisfactory to tlie Brahoe and Bdoocli chiefs and people, that he 
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has nothing to fear from them. He is strong, too, in Upper and Lower 
Sinde, and has wisely d^teruiined upon not parting with a single soldier 
until any excitement which may be caused by the events of Cabool, shall 
have subsided. 

17. We have thus stated, in as accurate an outline as the means at 
our command will permit, the attlicting events by which our posit ioii in 
Afghanistan has been so suddenly and seriously endangered, W(^ have 
marked the obstinacy witli which, notwithstanding the ap]iaront accom- 
modation of the Eastern Ghilzie chiefs with Captain Maegvegov about 
the 22nd of Noveiiil)er, the tribes under them, stated not to be numerous 
or powerful, though in possession of a very dificult country, (*x»ntested 
every portion of the advance of the British troops eastward, at a time 
when tliese tribes stood alone openly committed to insurrection. We 
cannot doubt that the comparative success of the Ghilzie mountaineers 
ill tlieir dciiles, the report of wliich must have reached Cabool with 
much exaggeration, had an important effect in giving encouragement to 
the disaffected in that city. And we think it may be assumed as certain, 
that the discontent of the Dooranee chiefs at Sliali Shooja’s court, witli 
the arrangements of the king’s goverumeut, whicli partitilly affected their 
pecuniary interests, and threatened to destroy tlieir political inlluence, 
lias been the direct operative cause of the formidable rebellion by whicli 
our authority has been shaken. Tins discontiait found ready material for 
th(i excitement of hostility and disorder, in the national and redigious 
feelings of the Affghan trilies, wdioin our presence, and the measures 
pursued under our iudueiiee, have failed to conciliate. The po])ulation, 
with th(‘ exception of the labouring cultivators, who probably regard our 
ascendancy with satisfaction, but whose good will is of little value in 
such a crisis, is armed, and accustomed to turbulence and violence ; an<l 
time has not admilted of any effectual rcfiression of these habits, or of 
giving stability to the new^ order of things. 

18. We iiave ap])lit‘d ourselves immediately to concerting sucli mea- 
sures, and issuing such instructions, as the exigency of the case seemed 
to recjuire and admit ; and we forw'ard with this eornrnunieation copies of 
our several dispatches to his Excellency the Coramander-in-Chief, to the 
Gov(;riiment of Bombay, to Sir Win. Maenaghten, Mr. Clerk, and our 
principal politicfil functionaries. It will be seen that xve have laid it 
dowm as a rule of our (conduct that we would do all in our power to 
rescue our detac^hments wdierever they may be encompassed by danger ; 
but that, if the position of command and influence, which we have lubl 
at the ca])ital of Afiyianistan, sliould once be abolutidy and entirely lost, 
we would make no more sacrifices of the very serious and extensive 
nature which could alone be effectual, except under ])ositiv(‘ instructions 
from England, for the re-establishment of our supremacy througliout the 
country. If matters sliould, by force or negotiation, be restored at 
Cabool, we shall Inive time for deliberation ; and if they sliould b(‘ but 
barely maintained in* their present state of precarious difficulty, we must 
await tlie approaeli of spring before we can act with vigour or advantage. 
Wc have particularly, however, felt it our dufy distinctly at this distancre 
to give instructions apjdicable to all contingencies, and therefore to con- 
template the most unfavourable issue to the struggle whicli our troops are 
maintaining at Cabool ; and, iu this case, upon the anticipation of wliich 
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we cannot conceal from ourselves the hazard of extending dangers, and 
of the insurrection assuming in other quarters al^ the same national and 
united character, we have authorized (^neral Nott and Major Rawlinson, 
with such caution and deliberation, in their military and political proceed- 
ings, as may serve to avoid discredit, and to promise safety, so to sliape 
their course as best to promote the end of the eventual relinquishment 
of our direct control in the several Aftghan provinces, and to provide for 
the concentration of all forces and detachments as may be most condu- 
cive to the security of the troops. On our side, we would imme- 
diately (H)llect a strong force at Peshawur, with the view of its 
acting in aid of Sir Robert Sale at Jellalabad, and making a de- 
monstration of strength on that frontier ; and the troops as here 
eiiiinmrated are already on their march, viz., 60th, 64th, 30th, and 
53rd Regiments Native Infantr 3 % with details of Cavalry, and a com- 
pany of European Foot Artillery. Two other regiments, one of them 
Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, are held also in readiness to march, in the event 
of Mr. C’lerk and the Commander-in-chief so determining ; and a Sikh 
detachment, consisting of four battalions of Infantry, 2000 Horse, and 
Artillery, has been directed by the Lahore Durbar to act in co-operation 
with it. We hope that this force will be suiheient to keep in awe the 
tribes of the Khyber Pass, or, if necessary, to for(;e that defile, and give 
su])port to General Sale, and ultimately, should circumstances admit of 
such a course, to form a base from whence communications may be 
opened with Calmol. We have requested the Government of Bombay, 
and Major Outram, to detain, for the present, all the troops which are 
present in Upper Sinde, and in any event to look to his having a force 
of not less than two effective brigades, at Sukkur, and Shikarj)ore. Wc 
feel it to be absolutely necessary that we thus hold a strong front upon 
the line of the Indus. And this front it is our intention and determina- 
tion, subject to the orders of your Honorable Committee, firmly to 
maintain ; and we have cjideavoured to do this, without in any degn^e 
relaxing from that care which is due to tlie protection of our fronti(u\s, 
and te tlie preservation of tranquillity in the territories of India, and in 
those of our dependent allies. Even if six regiments sliould be sent to 
Pcsluiwur, the state of our northern cantonirrents will be such as to 
enable Ids Excellency the Coiiiinander-in- Chief to collect, at a very short 
notice, for the field, besides an ample force of Artillery, an army of not 
less than twelve or fourteen regiments of Infantry, and nine or ten of 
Cavalry, of wldch at least three of the former, and two of the latter, 
would be Europeans. For details of the orders which we have given, 
and of’ the disen^tion which we have requested his ExcelJency the 
Cominaiider-in-Chi(jf, in communicating with Mr. Clerk, to exercise, we 
would refer your Honorable Committee to the copies of our several dis- 
patches, the purport and effect of which will, we trust, meet with your 
approbation, particidarly in the part of tliera which relates to the using 
the occasion, in order to establish more intimately our union with the 
Sikh Government. ^ 

19. It is possible that we shall, at the earnest request of the Court 
at Catmandhoo made after a compliance with all of Mr. Hodgson’s de- 
mands, and the strongest professions of friendly intentions, withdraw the 
force which liad been stationed imnuHliately on the Nepalese frontier, at 
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Mullye and Segowlee ; but, in this case, we shall keep tttete than the 
customary complement of trocps at the stations of Benares and Dinapore, 
and shall be able, in the e^ent of the Nepalese Court relapsing into 
unfriendly movements, to bring a strong force into the field. We most 
confidently believe, however, that there will be no necessity for the 
assemblage of such a force, either towards Nepal, or in the north-west pro* 
vinces. The professions of the Rajah of Nepal are yet fresh, and he is in 
no state of preparation ; while the interests of the British Government 
and the Sikh Durbar, in all tliat regards the state of affairs in Affghanistan, 
are substantially the same, and tlie Durbar appears to be acting cordially 
in cont ort with us upon that conviction. But we are aware that the occur- 
rence of serious disaster to the British arms in any quarter, will give rise, 
if not to injurious attempts, at least to sometiiing of excitement, and to 
evil report, and we would appear strong and prepared on every side. 

20. In concluding this dispatch, we would observe, that your 
Honorable Comnuttee are aware, that three regiments on the Indian 
establishment are now debiched, and arc likely for some considerable 
period to eontinue so, with the expedition in China, and that one of the 
regiments in Bengal, Her Majesty’s 3rd Foot, has nearly completed its 
term of Indian service. Under these circumstances, we should think it 
prudent that tlie Government in England should, at the earliest conve- 
nient period, send out two fresh regiments to Bengal, affording a rein- 
forcement which would enable your authorities here to maintain the 
exhibitioji of unc|iiestionable commanding strength in every part of the 
empire. It will be remarked that, for the present, an European regiment 
has been withdrawn from Nagpore, a post which ought not to be so 
weakened, excepting in emergency, and to whicli an European corps 
sliould be returned at the earliest possible time. 

21. Your Honorable Committee will find, among the inclosures of 
this dispatch, a correspondence respecting the temporary detention qfi the 
Ameer, Dost Mahomed Khan, on his route to I^oodiana. We learn from 
Caj)taiii iSicolson, that the Ameer lias submitted to this detention with- 
out making any serious difficulty. |Te is now at Kurnaul, and it is 
(’nptaiii Nicolson’s opinion that he has no desire or intention of aban- 
doning the protection he is under, within our frontier. 

22. In one of the later reports from Captain Mackeson, it is men- 

tioned that letters had been received by the chiefs of the Afreedee tribes, 
from the Nawabs Zeman Khan and Jubbar Khan, brothers of the 
Ameer, stating that they were active in the insurrection, and that they 
awaited the arrival of his sou, Mahomed Akbar Khan, who was then 
expected to place himself at its head. This is the only notice, which has 
reached us, of the family of tlie Anieer being connected with the 
disturbances. ^ 

We have, &c. 

Auckland. 

W. W. Bmp. 

Wm. Casement. 

H. T. Prinsep. 

P.S.— Since this dispatch was prepared, advices have been received 
from Major Outram, at Dadur, to the 29th, with intelligence from 
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Candahar to the 23rd November ; at those dates, all is said to have been 
perfectly, quiet at Candahar ; and Major Outram writes, in his usual 
tone of confidence and ease, respecting the country under his control. 

We have accounts from Peshawur to the 6th, and from Jellalabad to 
the 3rd December, representing the entire success of the troops at the- 
latter post to the 1st instant ; and mentioning that native reports 
represent improving state of things at Cabool ; it being said that 
supplies are brought into camp at night for sale. 


No. 2. — Sir W, H, Macnaghten^ Bart^ Envoy and Minister at the 

Court of Shah Shoqfah, to T. H. Maddock^ Esq.y Secretary 

to the Government of India. 

Cahooly October 26, 1841. 

Sir, — I have now the honor to report the circumstances attending the 
recent rebellion of certain of the Eastern Ghilzie duel's. 

2. The first intimation I received of this rebellion was about three 
weeks ago, to the effect that the chiefs' had suddenly left Cabool ; and, 
the day after, I learnt that they had stopped a caravan on the high road, 
and had taken the property and its owners to the hills, at a distance from 
the road. 

3. I immediately waited upon His Majesty, and prevailed upon him 
to send the Governor, Humza Khan, with a message to the rebels, 
inviting them to return to their allegiance, and promising redress of any 
real grievance they might have sustained. This mission failed of success, 
because Humza Khan was the chief instigator of the rebellion. 

4. Two reasons have been assigned for this rebelliorf. First, the 
reduction of the allowances of the Ghilzie Chiefs ; and, secondly, the 
engagement that was required of them to be responsible for robberies by 
the^^stern Ghilzics, wherever committed. 

55' On the first point 1 may observe that the necessities of His 
Majesty, and the frequent prohibitions I had received against further 
reliance on the resources of the British Government, appeared to admit 
of no alternative. 1 was assured that the chiefs had admitted the justice 
of, and cheerfully acquiesced in, the reduction ; moreover, that, after the 
reduction was eft'ected, the chiefs would, in consequence of the enhanced 
value of grain, receive larger allowances than they did in the time of 
Dost Mahomed. 

6. On the second point, I am compelled to state that the grievance of 
the chiefs was well founded. Their liabilities should have been only 
co-extensive with their respective jurisdictions. Unfortunately, they 
never represented their grievance to me. They had been prohibited from 
visiting me by the beforenamed Governor, on the part of the Shah, 
(Humza Khan) a worthless man, alike inimical to us and to His Majesty. 
The good result of the recent rebellion, is the disgrace and imprisonment 
of this man. His father was killed in the Shah^s service ; and His 
Majesty, an amiable weakness, was unwilling to acknowledge the demerits 
of the son, of which, however, he is now fully sensible. 

7. One of the chief rebels, Mahomed Shah Khan, has very large 
possessions in the district of Lughman, I therefore urged the minister 
to send out a relative of his own with 300 Huzarbash Horse to that 
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neighbourhood. This was done without the delay of an hour, and the 
designs of the rebels were for the time frustrated. They attacked the 
party, en routes hnt did comparatively little damage ; and the conspi* 
rators found it necessary to separate, and each to look after his individual 
interests, before the plot was matured. 

8. There are four thanas, or posts, guarded by Ghilzies, between 
Gabool and Gundamuk. The first belongs to a chief named Khoda 
Buksh, a relative, by marriage, of the ex- Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan. 
The second to Slier Mahomed Khan, the third to Allahzar Khan, and the 
fourth to Gool Mahomed Khan. The second named of these (who has 
by far the greatest influence) was gained over to our cause at an early 
period, and the third was always staunch in his allegiance. Khoda 
Buksh and Gool Mahomed went into open rebellion, and with them was 
joined Mahomed Shah Khan already mentioned, a Ghilzie Chief, possess- 
ing extensive property in Lughman, and a relative also, by marriage, of 
the ex- Ameer, 

9. The conduct of Gool Mahomed was the most inexcusable of all. 
On the Shah’s arrival in this country, that individual was in a state of 
destitution, and was placed in power and affluence by His Majesty. He 
has been indefatigable in his endeavours to stir up the surrounding tribes 
to rcbeilionj but 1 have much gratiflcation in adding that he has in no 
one instance succeeded, a fact which speaks well for His Majesty’s 
Government. Gool Mahomed Kiian was immediately deposed, and 
his place supplied by Burkut Khan, a chief of great influence and 
respectability. 

10. On the separation of the rebels, Mahomed Shah Khan retreated 
to Lughmaii. Khoda Buksh Khan, with not more than 100 followers, 
proceeded to occupy the Khoord Cabool Pass ; and Gool Mahomed Khan 
went into his own country to raise the tribes. Lughman was already 
occii})ied by the Huzarbash horse, and I had no apprehension from that 
quarter. 1 had the greatest confidence in the new chief appointed by 
His Majesty to supersede Gool Mahomed, and the first thing to be done 
was to dislodge Khoda Buksh and his party of rebels from the strong 
defile which they had occupied. The manner in which this service was 
performed, has doubtless been reported to Government by Major-General 
Elpliinstoiie, C.B., and it only remains for me to add, that the prowess 
displayed by the British troops on this occasion was the admiration of all 
the Aflghans, and there were not a few on our side who witnessed it. 

11. Captain Macigregor, having in the mean time returned from the 

Zoormut expedition, 1 caused him to communicate with the rebels, and 
he promised, in His Majesty’s name, and my own, to inquire into, and 
redress, all their grievances. Messengers with conciliatory proposals were 
also sent, but to no purpose. Whilst professing the greatest desire to 
return to their allegiance, the party of Khoda Buksh and Gool Mahomed, 
which latter had joined the former after his expulsion from the pass, made 
a night attack on thfe position of the 35th regiment of Native Infantry at 
Khoord Cabool, the particulars of which also have no doubt been 
communicated to Government. ® 

12. On this occasion, a party of His Majesty’s own AfFghan Horse 
were present in ouf camp ; and rumours, I understand, are rife that this 
party (consisting of about 80 persons) were guilty of treachery, and 

c 2 
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actually Bred upon our troops. Tbe particulars of the case have not 
yet r^ched me, but it shall be duly inquired into, arid His Mqjesty will, 
I feei assured, make a signal example of any one who may be proved to 
have thus offended. But if this party of Affgbans suffered themselves 
to be surprized by a night attack, or even if, in the confusion of the 
moment, they tired shots in the direction of our own camp, it would be 
uncharitable in any one familiar with the Affghan character, to form 
from such premises the conclusion that they were guilty of deliberate 
treachery. But I merely wish his Lordship in Council to suspend his 
judgement on this transaction, for 1 well know the predisposition that 
exists in certain quarters to condemn, without hesitation and without 
reason, every Affghan institution, and that even the irreproachable 
character of His Majesty ha§^ not secured him from the attacks of male- 
volence and calumny. 

13. After the night attack, the 3oth N. I. were joined by. Her 
Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, and the 37lh Regiment N. 1„ with a 
suitable proportion of artillery and cavalry, and the rebels were in the 
meantime joined at Tazeen by Malioined Shall Khan, Azeez Khan, and a 
party from Tugno. Captain Maegregor estimates their united numbers 
at about 700 men. 

14. Our troops moved upon Tazeen on the 22nd instant, and I need 
not detail tlie operations which there took place, as they ^vii\ have been 
reported to his Lordship in Council by the Cencral commanding in 
Affghanistan. 

lo. I have now received information from Captain Maegregor to the 
effect, that our differences with the chiefs have been amicably arranged. 
The particulars have not reached me; but when Captain Maegregor 
submits a statement of his negociations, a copy of it shall be forwarded 
without loss of time for the information of Government. From what 
little I know of the terras conceded to the rebels, they would seem to 
me to be too favorable ; but 1 have the fullest reliance on Captain 
Maegregor’s discretion. The chiefs have furnished hostages, and have 
consented to the appointment of Burkut Khan, by which means tlieir 
confederacy has been dissolved. 

16. I liave been tlius particular in detailing the circumstances of 
this rebellion, from my conviction, that the most false and exaggerated 
reports regarding it will be circulated by a class of persons whom I have 
already described to his I^ordship in Council, and wliose sole pursuit is 
the dissemination of grouudless and alarn^ing reports, through the 
medium of the public prints. 

17. The inconvenience to which we have been subjected, by the 
interruption of our communications, has been very great, but it only 
shows how easily annoyance may be inflicted, by means which would 
otherwise be couteraptiblc, on a government, which has so long a line of 
mountainous country to defend, and whose chiefs have been so accustom- 
ed to a life of lawless turbulence, that they do not hesitate to array 
themselves in opposition to authority upon the slightest provocation, and 
without a hope of ultimate Access. 

18. We have learned, by the experience of this rebellion, one im- 
portant fact, which is, that oiir regular European and Hiudostaniee 
troops fight against Affgbans, in their native hills, to a great disadvan- 
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tege, :.The supedar of "the latter enables them to evade pursuit, 

and their fudls, or long guns, carry deadly precision to a distance, 
where our muskets are harmless. There is now no enemy to oppose us 
in the open plain, and should we hereafter be forced into hostilities, the 
desultory mountain warfare will doubtless be that with which #e shall 
have to contend. Should his Lordship in Council therefore resolve on 
increasing llis Majesty’s force, with a view of recalling the regular regi- 
ments fr6m this country, I would suggest that instead of organizing any 
more Hindostanee troops, three infantry corps should be raised from the 
Eiisufzyes, Suhaks, Undurees, Kohistanees, Khyberries, and the inhabi- 
tants of other mountainous regions, to undergo a moderate degree of 
discipline, and to be armed with the jezzail of the country. By a judicious 
admixture of different tribes, by attention to their prejudices, and by 
regular pay, I should have little fear of their fidelity. In the meantime, 
endeavors will be made to impart as great a degree of efficiency as 
possible to His Majesty’s Jezzailchees, who are a very useful body of men. 
In the above opinion I am supported by the authority of Major-General 
Elphinstone, C.B., of Lieutenant-Colonel Sir A. Buriics, C.B., and of 
Brigadier Anquetil. 

19. It is my intention to forward a copy of this letter, for the infor- 
mation of the Honorable the Secret Committee, through the Govern- 
ment of Bombay 

I have, &c. 

W. H. Macnaghten, 
Envoy and Mmister- 


No. 3. — Mr, Maddoch to Mr, Clcrii. 

Fo7^t William^ November 22, 1841. 

Sir, — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch, 
dated ist instant, recommending, for the reasons stated by the Accoun- 
tant North-West Provinces, that the dispatch of the second convoy to 
Afighanistan, be changed from the lOtli January to lOtli February next, 
and to inform you that the Right Honorable the Governor- General in 
Council has sanctioned this arrangement. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Mabdock. 

No. 4. — Major’-Gentral Sir Robert Sale to Captain Grant 

Camp^ Booikhak^ October 12, 1841. 

Sir, — I have the honor to state to you, for tlie information of Major- 
General Elphinstone, C. B., that the task of forcing the pass of Khoord 
Cabool, and defeating the rebels posted within it, has, this morning, been 
accomplished. 

After fully weighing the whole of the information brought to me at 
various periods in the course of yesterday, I (fame to the conclusion that 
the main body of the insurgents was posted behind a breastwork near 
the middle of the pass, and that they would defend it, as well as the 
almost inaccessible heights on either flank of it. 
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My plan of attack was therefore arranged as follows. I determih^Nl to 
employ 200 Jezzailchees, under the well known Sirdar Jan Fishan Khan, 
to create a diversion by assaulting, in flank and rear, the precipitous 
ridge which forms the southern side of the Durra, whilst the troops 
under ihy r^mmand entered its gorge, and attacked the enemy in front. 
The force left camp at 6 a.m. The advanced guard consisted of the two 
guns of Foot Artillery, under Lieutenant Dawes, two companies of the 
loth Light Infantry, under Captain Fenwick and Lieutenant George 
King, the flank companies of the 3oth Native Infantry under Captain 
Younghusband, and a detachment of pioneers under Captain Broadfoot, 
the whole being in charge of Captain Seaton, 3«5tli Regiment of Native 
Infiintry. The remainder of the 13th and 35 tli formed our main body. 
As we appnaiched the insurgents’ position, we found that the reports of 
our spi(\s had been substantially eorrect, but that tlie enemy were with- 
drawing from behind their breastwork in the valley, and occupying the 
rocky ridges of the mountains on either side. They opened upon us a 
well-directed lire, and, at tlie very commencement of tlie aflair, I receiv- 
ed a wound from a ball, above the ancle, which ultiiuately compelled me 
to leave the field. Whilst I remained on it, however, I directed two 
companies of the 13th, and one of the 3oth, to ascend the precipices on 
cither hand in face of the enc'iny, and I must, in justice to them, men- 
tion the gallantry, activity, and perseverance with which this duty was 
performed, and the enemy driven by our skirmishers from point to point 
of cminenecs almost perpendicular. When eompelled to retire, I resign- 
ed the command into the hands of Lientcnanl-Coloiiel Dennie, C, B., 
and have the pleasure to forward his report, detailing the further pro- 
gress and completion of the aflbir. 

1 beg to add that, wliilsf I remained at the head of the force, the con- 
duct of both officers and men afforded me the higl)est satisfaction, and I 
am greatly pleased with tlie spirited and judicious manner in which Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Dennie brought the matter to a close. 

Tlie exertions of my Brigade- Major, Captain Wade, and of Captain 
Havelock, and Lieutenant Airey, of 3Iajor-Genera] Elphinstone’s personal 
staff; who attached themselves to me as volunteers on this service, de- 
mand my amplest acknowledgments. The last-mentioned of these 
officers had a horse shot under him. I beg to forward the casualty 
r eturn of the 13th ; that of the Artillery, Sappers, and 35th Native 
Infantry shall follow. 

A Memorandum of the ammunition expended, is also annexed. I am 
thankful for the promised reinforcement of two guns ; and if the 37th 
Regiment Native Infantry can also be promptly sent out, it will relieve 
the troops from part of a very harassing outpost duty, in an exposed 
plain, in the vicinity of mountains. , 

I have, &c., 

R. Sale. 

P.S. — I ought not to have forgotten, to mention, that Captain Bellew, 
Assistant Quartermaster General, who had previously, under General 
Elphinstone’s instructions, reconnoitred the passes occupied by the ene- 
nyr, accompanied me during my march from Cabool, and ably aided me, 
flitii the moment of my being wounded, upon which he continued to 



15 


render valuable assistance to Lieutenant -Colonel Dennie. To Brevet 
Captain Trevor, 5rd Light Cavalry, politically employed on this occasion, 
I was indebted for the mformation obtained at Bootkhak ; upon it my 
plan of attack was based, and it proved correct in every particular ; 
and he was personally active and conspicuous throughout the engage- 
ment. 


No. 5. — Lieutenant^ Colonel W. IL Dennie to Major-- General 
Sir It. IL Sale. 

Camp, Bootkhak^ October 12, 1841. 

Sin, — I beg, on my return to camp, to report the details of the pro- 
gress and completion of the alFair with the rebels, in the Khoord Cubool 
Pass, begun in so spirited a manner under your personal command this 
morning. 

On receiving over charge of the troops, in conse(|uence of your wound 
compelling you to leave t lie valley, I pursued your plan of operations by 
pressing the enemy as much as the nature of the ground would admit, on 
both flanks and rapidly moving on the main column and guns, with the 
intention of dislodging them from their breastworks, if still occupied, 
but this the insurgents ha<l evacuated, though they ventured to dispute 
the possession of the [irecipitous heights, and to direct a well-aimed Are 
against our main force. Disconcerted, however, by the bold manner in 
which they were mot by our skirmishers, us they sealed the mountain 
sides, and by the steady progress of the advance, they gradually aban- 
doned their first position, and retired to the highest ridges and pinnacles 
of th(^ Durra. 

I had resolved, from the first, not to allow any lateral opposition to 
divert m() from the main purpose of clearing the valley, and a little after 
7 A. M., I had the satisfaction of reaching tlie southern gorge of the pass, 
and establishing there the 35th Native Iidantry, and the guns, in an 
excellent post, constituted by the walls of a strong and (vifiacioiis, though 
deserted, fort. By this time our skirmishers had every where got 
possession of the heights, and the Aflghan force under Jan Fishan Klian, 
had also crowned the mountains, and displayed their banners on its 
summit. ^ 

You are aware, tliat it was part of your original plan, tliat the 1 3th 
Light Infantry should return to their encampment at Bootkhak. As the 
column marched back, the enemy again showed themselves on several 
points of the defile, and opened a fire, and some loss was sustained in 
repelling these attacks, and in withdrawing our flanking parties. 

The troops finally arrived at Boootkhak about 2 i\ m., a good deal 
harassed by the exertions of the morning. You will see by the returns, 
that the casualties have not been few, which arose from the great advan- 
tage afforded by the ground to an enemy trained to mountain warfare. 

Permit me to add the expression of my admiration of the fearless 
manner in which the men of the 13th, chi^y young soldiers, ascended 
heights nearly perpendicular, under the sharp fire of the insurgents. The 
Sepoys of the 35th rivalled and equalled them in steadiness, activity, 
and intrepidity. I am happy to say, that no loss whatever of the bag- 
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gstige of the Native Infantry was sustained in traversing this valley of 
plunderers. * , 

I have not yet received the casualty retui^ of the Both Begiment 
Native Infantry, but have reason to believe that it is in amount about 
equal to that of the 13th, and am informed that they have one officer, 
Captain Younghusband, severely wounded. 

I have &c. 

W. H. Bennie. 

Keturn of killed^ ivoundedf and missing, of the Force under the command of 
Major-^General Sir H, Jrl. Sale, in forcing the pass of Khoord Cabool, on the 
I2th October, 1841. 

2nd Company 6tli Battalion Artillery — I private. 3 horses vround. 

Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry — 2 privates killed ; 2 subalterns, 2 Serjeants, 
lf> privates, wounded. 

35th Jtegiment N.I. — 2 privates killed ; I captain, I naick, 8 sepoys, wounded. 
Sappers and Miners. — 2 privates killed ; 2 privates wounded. 

Total — 6 privates killed ; 1 captain, 2 subalterns, 2 Serjeants, 1 corporal, 27 pri- 
vates, 3 horses, wounded. 

Grand Total — 6 killed : 33 wounded, and 3 horses wounded. 

Names of Officers Wounded. 

General Staff.— Major-General Sir R. Sale, K.C.B., commanding, severely; 
Captain Wade, Major of Brigade, slightly. 

13th Light Infantry. — Lieutenant Mein, severely ; Ensign Oakes, slightly. 

35th itegiment I^ative Infantry— Captain Younghusband, severely. 

H. W'^ADB, Major of Brigade. 


No. 6. — Major-General Sir R, Sale to Captain Grant, 

Camp in the Valley near Tezeen, October 23, 1841. 

Sir, — I beg to acquaint you for the information of 3Iajor-General 
Elphinstbne, C.B., that the force united under my command, consisting 
of the 1st Brigade of Infantry, No. 6 Light Field Battery, the Mountain 
Train, the corps of Sappers and Miners, a Squadron of the 5th Light 
Cavalry, and a Rissalah of the Shalfs 2nd Cavalry, marched from Khoord 
Cabool towards Teezeeri yesterday morning. Lieutenant Colonel Mon- 
teath, 35th, commanded the advanced guard, Lieutenant-Colonel Bennie, 
J3th, the main column, and Captain Oldlicld, , 5th Light Cavalry, the 
Tear guard, in each of which troops of the several arms were appointed 
according to the best of my judgement. The force felt its way cau- 
tiously through the defiles of the Huft Kotul, occupying with skirmish- 
ers the hills on either flank, and leaving parties for the protection of our 
baggage and rear on selected points. Nothing was seen of the enemy 
until the advance and main body had halted in the Valley of Tezeen. 
From this low ground another vale stretches out towards the south-east, 
and on the sides and summits of the mountains which enclose the latter, 
were posted in every quarter bodies, of the insurgents, whilst another 
portion of their forqe, consisting of foot, led on by Sirdars on horseback, 
and their mounted followers,'^ showed a determintion to dispute with us the 
possession of a conical hill, which partly closes the entrance of the 
branching valley, and barrel our approach to Mohamed Ufzal’s fort, a 
large w6rk backed by gardens, which the ‘rebels still garrisoned. Froioi 



^iiience tlie ad^i^aiiced guard under Colonel Monteath drove them 
by a combined attack, and I then directed the 13th Light Infantry and 
a portion of Captain-Abbott’s battery to advance under' Lieutenant- 
Colonel Dehnie, and assault the fort itself. Tlie insurgents, however, 
abandoned it after directing from it a feeble fire. 

I immediately determined to establish in it a dep6t for *my sick and. 
M^ounded, and to take it as a point of support for ulterior operations and 
an appui to my camp, to be fixed under its walls, but as the enemy 
continued to occupy in force a nearly circular range of heights, and even 
boldly to skirmish in a lower part of the valley, it became necessary to 
drive them from such segments of the mountain as would, if remaining 
in their hands, have given them the power to command our position, and 
fire upon the troops with advantage at night. This led to a succession 
of skirmishes, which were maintained with great coolness and spirit by 
several companies of the 13th and one of the 35th, aided by the guns of 
Captain Al)i)ott’s battery and the Mountain Train, and supported by tho 
cavalry. The combat was prolonged until after dusk, and the ammuni- 
tion of one of th(? companies of the 13th having been expended, it was 
compelled temporarily to retire, and a very promising officer. Lieutenant 
Edward King, was killed at its head. A supply of partridges and a 
teffiforcement w(?rc promptly sent up, and the alfair ended by the rebels 
being pushed olf every part of the steep mountains which we designed to 
retain. The returns will show that our loss has been slight, and I have# 
no doubt .that the enemy suffered severely from the fire of our skirmishers 
and the shot of our batteries. The force bivouacked in position without 
an attempt being made upon our line. Morning showed us the heights 
everywhere deserted by the rebels, and if a negotiation, which they have 
opened in very humble terms, should not end in their entire submission, 

I purpose to attack their principal fort to-morrow. 

I regret to ba\'e to add, though every precaution was adopted for the 
security of* our line of communication, a large interval was created 
between our main body and rear guard, by the circumstance of the latter 
having to await at Khoord Cabool the arrival of carriage from the capital 
for part of the public biiggage. A light aimed enemy, well acquainted 
with the country, did not fail to take advantage of this, and I fear that 
some arnnmnitioii and valuable stores have fallen into their hands. I 
beg to forward the report of Captain Oldfield, detailing every occurrence 
whilst he commanded the rear-guard, also the returns of killed and 
wmuided and of ammunition expended. 

I have, 3cc., 

R. Sale. 

Beturn of tlip. killed, wounded, and niissmg, of the Force vndei^the command of 
Major-General Sir J{. H. Sale, in the attack on the enemfs position in the 
valley of Tezeen, on the 22 nd October^ 1841. 

2nd Company 6th battalion Artillery, — 1 gerjeant, 1 horse wounded. 

Squadron, otb Light Cavalry. — I horse killed; I private, wounded. 

Her Majesty’s lath Light Infantry. — 1 lieutenant, 3 privates, killed ; 1 lieute- 
nant, 1 corporal, 7 privates, wounded. ^ 

Sappers and Miners. — 1 private killed ; 1 lieutenant, 5 privates, 1 mule, wounded. 
Mountain Train*-T~2 privates, wounded. 

Total. — I lieutenant, 4 privates, i horse, killed ; *2 lieutenants, 1 Rerjeant, I cor- 
poral, privates, I horse, 1 mule, wounded. 



Namts of OJk^rs Mltd and wcmitd. 

KiU6d<i^Lieat«Qaiit Edward King* Her majesty's ISth Light Infantry* 
\\^ortnded.— lieutenant Frere, Her Majesty's iSth Light Infantry, slightly j Lieu- 
tenant Oxr, Sappers and Miners, severely. 

H. Wade, Major of Brigate, 


No, 7. — Major-General Sir R, Sale to Captain Grant, 

Carnpy Jugdvluk^ October ^ 28, 1841. 

Sib, — I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of Major- 
General Elphinstone, C.B., that the force under my command reached 
this place to-day ; last night passed over without the slightest insult to 
our out-posts at Cuttali Sung, but during the morning’s march we des- 
cried small parties at a distance on both flanks, especially near the out- 
let of the Puree Durree, which afterwards united in a combined attack 
on our rear -guard. Our loss has been small,, and the enemy was every- 
where baffled and held in check by the fire fron| our guns and 
skirmishers. Owing^ however, to tlie jaded state of our camels, it 
became necessary to destroy a good deal of camp equiy[»ge to prevent its 
falling into the rebels’ hands. 

The daily repetition of these attacks has given rise to suspicions of the 
sincerity of the chiefs, in the mind of the Political Assistant, in which 
Ji am compelled to participate, though I shall be happy to find that their 
submission at Tezeen was made in good faith, and that these petty hosti- 
lities are the acts of men not under their control. 

I have, &c., 

R. Sale. 


No. 8. — Major-General Sir R, Sale to Captain Grant, 

Camp^ Gundamuk^ ' October 30, 1841. 

Sir. — Yesterday tlie force under my command was again engaged with 
the insurgents of these mountains, and the affair was the sharpest which 
we have had since penetrating the pass of Khoord Cabool. I experienc- 
ed little molestation in my camp at J ugduluk, but observed, towards 
sunset and by moonliglit, evident indications of the enemy, which had 
i^tacked our rear -guard earlier in the day, being in the act of moving 
hills, with a view of concentrating between my force and 
Sookhab.t Major-General Elphinstone is acquainted with the localities, 
and will l jmyg forgotten that the only entrance to the valley at Jug- 
duluk, the eastward, is by a long and winding kotul, overlooked 

and by a lofty range of mountains, partially clothed with 

bushes anql ^^arf trees. Of these really terrific eminences the rebels 
had, as ^ anticipated, taken possession, in more considerable numbers 
than we haw^ opposed to since leaving Tezeen. Holding all the 
salient points secured by breastworks, they showed a 

determination to obstinacy the progress of our 

flanking parties, and * ^ endeavour to prevent the debouche of our 
advance and mam column, j to detach 

wmpanjes from every corpK ^ 



aided by the artillery, wan their iw|y inch by inch up the lofiy heights. 
Much, howeverj remained to be done, and the fire of the mountaiheers 
from several of the tallest summits was unabated, and success was every- 
where doubtful, when a single company of the 1 3th, under Captain Wil- 
kinson, was directed to advance up the defile itself. It pressed forward at a 
rapid pace, supported by all the reserves which remained available, and, 
to the surprise of the whole force, found that the enemy had neglected 
to guard the main outlet. This van guard, therefore, its supports, and 
the guns, were qtiickly established on the narrow table-land, from which 
they had it in tlieirjjower to take the whole of the defences of the rebels 
in reverse. Our troops commanded the ronte to Sookhab, and the enemy 
seemed to decline all further opposition. The march was resumed ; but 
as the cumbrous train of baggage filed over the mountain, the insurgents, 
again appearing from beyond the most distant ridges, renewed the con- 
test with increased numbers, and the most savage fury. Our rear-guard 
made the best dispositions for defence and rescue ; but the suddenness of 
the onset caused some confusion, during which, notwithstanding’ the 
efforts of the tropps, some baggage and camp-equipage fell into the 
hands of their opponents. Captain Wyndham, of the 35th, was killed 
at this crisis of the affair ; and several brave men of all the corps fell 
or were wounded. Soon, however, by the praiseworthy exertions and 
cool and soldierlike order and example of Captains Backhouse and 
Broadfoot, of the Shah’s service, and Fenwick, of the 13th, confidence 
was restored, the aspect of the affair changed, and the rear-guard extri- 
cated from the defile. It continued in the best order to retreat, and 
to repel the enemy, who had followed it up to the point at which the 
loftier bills wear away. Our casualties of yesterday and the day before 
amount to 130 ; amongst who-m are one officer killed and four wounded. 
This loss will not be considered heavy by those who have seen *the 
heights from which the rebels were driven, and are acquainted with the 
habits and character of the mountaineers to whom we were opposed. I 
have to-day marched to this place without any interruption worthy of 
mention. 

From the details of this dispatch the Major-General commanding in 
Affghanistan will be enabled to draw his own inferences as to the actual 
state of our relations* with the refractory Chiefs who were admitted at 
Tezeen into a treaty of reconciliation with the Government against which 
^hey had rebelled. But it belongs more peculiarljj^ to my vocation in the 
nekl, now that there is a prospect of brief repose in the vicinity of this 
cantonment, to report with much satisfaction the cheerfulness, steadiness, 
and perseverance with which the troops have performed every duty 
required of them: since leaving Cabool they have been kept constantly 
on the alert by attacks by night and day ; from the time of their arrival 
at Tezeen they have invariably, bivouacked, and the safety of our 
positions has only been secured by unremitting labour, and throwing up 
intrenchments, and vci^ severe outpost duty ; whilst each succeeding 
mornings has brought its affair, with a bol?i a<id active enemy, eminently 
skilful in the species of warfare to which their attempts have been 
confined, and armed with jezails, which have enabled 4;hem to annoy us at 
a range at which they could only be reached by our artillery. Though 

Ortlnrifkllnrl /-»■(* i-ntr Ittitr* xurmintl fia thcSO COUfllCts from 
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131 doolie, I Joust boar my unequivocal testimony to the gallantry of officers 
and men, on every occasion of contact with the enemy, and especially in 
scaling the tremendous heights above Jugduluk. I inclose a casualty 
return. 

I beg to express my sense of the highly able assistance wliich I have 
received in all our attackvs and skirmishes, and tliroughoiit the operations, 
from Lieut. -Colonels Dennie and Monteath, C. B. 1 liave been much 
pleased with the address and able management of Captain Abbott, of the 
Artillery, who has twice coniniaiidod the advanced guard ; and the exer- 
tions of Ca])taiii Wade, my Brigade-Major, and of Captain Haveloc k, 
Persian Iiiter])reter to Genc^ral KI[)hiiistoiie, (temporarily attached tome,) 
in conveying my orders from poicit to point, and aiding in the dispo- 
sitions, deserve my wannest conn nciidat ions. 

I have, &c., 

R. S vij:. 

Return of nouvdcfl, and nnsshi^, of the Force wider the command of J^Tajor- 

General Sir Robert Sale, on the adrunre to, and atorming of the Pass of 

Jugdulukf on the 2Sih and ‘■ZSSth of October, 1841. 

2nd Oompany fith Battalion Artillery — 1 private killed ; 5 privates, 2 horses, 
wounded. 

6lh Regiment Light Cavalry Squadron. — 2 horses killed ; 1 private, 2 horses, 
wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry. — 4 privates killed ; 3 lieutenants, 30 privates, 
wounded. 

35th Regiment Native Infantry. — 1 captain, 2 lieutcnant.s, 2 soobadars, 1 jemadar, 
1 corporal, 12 privates, killed j 1 lieutenant, 1 jemadar, 4 scrjeaiits, 1 corporal, 25 
privates, wounded. 

Sappers and Miners. — 1 serjeant, G privates, killed ; I soobadar, 1 jemadar, 4 
seijeants, 1 corporal, 13 privates, wounded. 

2nd Regiment Shah Sooja’s Cavalry. — I horse wounrled. 

Tbtal. — 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 2 soobadars, 1 jemadar, 1 serjeant, 1 corporal, 23 
privates, 2 horses, killed ; 4 lieutenants. I soobadar, 2 jemadars, 8 serjeants, 2 
corporals, 74 privates, 5 horses, wounded. 

JSumes of OJpeers killed and iroundcd. 

Killed. — Captain Wyndham, S.'ith Regiment Native Infantry. 

Wounded,-— Lieutenant Jennings, 13th Light Infantry, severely ; Lieutenant Hol- 
combe, 13th Light Infantry, severely ; Lieutenant Rattray, 13th Light Infantry, 
severely ; Lieutenant Coombe, 35th Native Infantry, severely. 

No, 9 . — Captain Paton to Major-General Natty commanding at 
^ Candahar, , 

Cabooly November 3, 1841. 

Sir. — I have the honor, by direction of Maj^-Geuerid ]pphinstouc, 
commanding in Affghanistari, to reqjiest yon wm' imittis&atcly dirc<‘t the 
whole of the troops under orders to return to Hiudoostan from Candahar, 
to move upon Chbool, instead of Shikarpore, exe^t any that shall ha^ e 
got beyond the Kojjuck Pass, and that yoii it® instruct the oHieer who 
may command to use the utmost practicame are r(‘quest.- 

ed to attach a troop of his JJi^esty the Artillery to the 

above force, and likewise half the 1st Regiment of Cavalry. 

I have, 8cc., 

J. Baton. 

Assistant (cltrartcr master- GencraL 
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No. 10. — Captain Maclieson^ Political Agent at Peshawury to 
Captain Lawrence y Assistant-Governor-GeneraVs Ageuty Feroze^ 
pore, 

Peahawury Novemhar 9, 1841. 

Sir. — I have the honor to inclose a copy of a letter, this instant re- 
ceived, from Captain Biirn, dated Guiidamuck, 5th November, and with 
reference to its contents, have to request that you will communicate with 
the military autlif)ritics at Ferozepore, %tnd urge on tlican tlie necessity of 
Iiastening, by every means in their power, the dispatch of the brigade, 
warned for the Cabool relief. 

1 doubt the correctness of tlio report Captain Burn has reticived, of 
our troops being shut up in the Bala llissar, and yet there nmst be some 
eaus(,* for thti absence of all letters from the Envoy ; under any circum- 
suoices, the state of tlu^ country, owing to the rebellion among tlie eastern 
Cliilzies, is such as to make it highly desirable that the brigade destined 
for Attglianistan sliould arrive bore as expeditiously as possil)Ie, consistent 
witlj a due regard to preserving its cthciency for w'ork Vhen it does 
un*ive. 

1 liave, 8cc. 

F. MACEkESON. 

I 1. — Major ,/ sir Robert Sale to Captain BlachesoM 

Camp^ Fuiteahady November 11, 1841. 
SiK, — In the < e/ar.u (;i my operations against tli^e Eastern Ghilzies, 
undertaken ic pursuaiKte of instructions from Major-General Elphinstoiie, 
I reached Gundamuck on the iUHli ultimo, and whilst there, was made 
aware of tlu? rrliicul posiru -u ni which the force of Cabool is jdaced, by 
the octmpation of th(^ (’it s iual. ol‘ tin? heights around it by bodi(\s of in- 
surgents, who ]mv<^ (raptor* si. It is said, one magazine, and seem to have 
it ill their ])Ower, now at the apfjroach of winter, to cut off |vt;ry supply 
from tJiO troops in tiic Bala and iritrenebed cantoumeut, I was 

unable as they and i had d(^sired to march to tluur relief, partly in 
(ronse(pieiice of the dirsertion, in greut numbers, of the owners of our 
hired carriage witli their animals, and partly from our want of ammuni- 
tion, half of our supply havkig been expeiuh^d in our numerous affairs 
with the enemy, J<‘lla.iabad being at the same time menaced on the 
- ide of Lughinan. 1 liave deierminetl to secure that important point by 
falling back iqion if aiid.4»ope to reach it to-morrow. The Commissariat 
OffH*<‘r will probably communicate ^th you on the subjeict of any want 
h*‘ may have in that department ; and I have now urgently to request 
ihe i'avur of your exerting your intiuence* with the Sikh authorities^ at 
IN'shawur, to obtain, for me, without delay, 200,000 rounds of musket 
ammunition, or if that amount be not in readiness in their arsenal made 
up into cartridges, the material complete foj; the same. 

I have, &c. 

^ R. SALE, 

Commanding Field Force, 



No. 12. — Captain J, Pafon^ Asai^tanf Quarter^ Master Cteneral^ 
to Major-General Sir R. Sale, 

Cahool^ November 9, 1841. 

Sir, — I have the honor, by direction of Major-General Elphinstone, 
commanding in Aifghanistan, to acquaint you that thc^condition of the 
force here is at present unfortunately such as to compel him to request 
you will march the troops under vf)ur command to its assistance imme- 
diately on recei])t of tliis, at all risks, and with the utmost possible 
expedition. 

I have, &c. 

. J. Pa TON, 

No. 13 . — Major-General Sir R, Sale to Captain Paton. 

♦ JellalabM^ November 15, I84T. 

Sir, — 1 have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th 
instant, requiring the force under my command to move again upon 
Cabool. In reply I beg to represent that the whole of my camp equipage 
has been destroyed ; that the wounded and sick have ineffeased to up- 
wards of 300, that there is no longer a single depot of provisions on the 
route ; and that the carriage of the force is not sufficient to bring on one 
day’s rations with it. I have at the same time positive information that 
the whole country is in arms, and ready to oppose us in the defiles 
between this city and Cabool, whilst my ammunition is insufficient for 
more than two such contests, as I should assuredly have to sustain for six 
days at least. With my present means I could not force the passes of 
either Jugdulluk or Khoord (!)abool, and even if the debris of my brigade 
did reach Cabool, I am given to understand that I should find the troops 
now garrisoning it without the means of subsistence. Under these cir- 
cumstances, a regard for the honor and interests of our Government 
compels me to adhere to my plan already formed of putting this place 
into a statOgOf defence, and holding it if possible; until the Cabool force 
falls back ufmn me, or succourf arrive from Peshawtli' or India. 

‘ Yesterday this city was invested by the enemy, amounting at the least 
to the lowest calculation to five thousand men, which had kept up a 
heavy fire on the defective walls for upwards of twenty-four hours, by 
which we suffered much. .1 directed Lieut. -Colonel Moriteath, at the 
head of 700 bayonets, and tht cavalry to sally forthwith and make a 
general attack. The enemy were totally routed at every point ; but I 
must of course expect successive investments^ik and to have to make 
unremittihg efforts for our defence. 

I have, &c. 

R. Sale, 

No. 14. — Major General Sir R. Sale commanding Field Foree^ 
to Major Craigie, Acting Adjutant-General, 

^ November 13, 184h 

Sir, — Be pleased to acquaint the' Commander-ih-Chief, that whilst 
tlie force at Cabool is by the last account ^surrounded by enemies, w^e are 
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now closely invested Uere by the hostile Oolbos from every side. Two 
regiments, and the corps of Sappers, do not more than suflice to man 
these extensive walls, and great efforts are demanded of us. We need 
succours in every way ; troops, treasure, provisions, and ammunition 
now, and a siege train to enable us to retrieve things, by active 
operations, on the conclusion of the winter. In an afiair with the rebels 
yesterday, our cavalry made a gallant charge, and the enemy left 150 
dead on the field. 

I have, &c., 

Robekt Sale. 


No. 15. — Major-- General Sir R. Sale to Major Craiyie. 

, ^ Head Quarters^ Jellalabad, November 18 , 1841 ., 

Sir, — The troops under my command reached this city on the 12th 
instant. 

My line of march on the 11th was no otherwise interrupted than by 
the attacks of bodies of plunderers on the baggage, who received signal 
punishment from our precautionary parties. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Derinie commanded the rear guard ; he retired 
slowly before the enemy, repelling him by skirmishes and cannon as long 
as the ground continued abrupt and rugged, but on approaching the 
plains, he commenced to manceuvre with the view of drawing them into 
an action on the level. Their boldness favoured his stratagem, and fore- 
seeing this result, I had dispatched the Kissalah of* Shah’s horse to 
reinforce him. At length the desired moment arrived, and the Lieute- 
nant-Colonel directed Captain Oldfield, of the 5th Cavalry, and 
Lieutenant Mayue, of the SImh’s 2nd, to make a combined charge against 
the Ooloosc ; this was executed with great rapidity and resolution, and 
in very compact order, and in a few minutes upwards of 100 Affglian 
matchlock men were sabred and shot, and the rest driven in irremediable 
confusion to the lieights. It was ascertained on the spot, that the 
Ooloose had left in the course of the whole affair 150 dead on the field, 
and the proportion of their wounded must have been heavy. After this 
salutary lesson, their efforts to annoy our columns on their route up to 
the walls of this place were cautious and feeble. The defences of 
Jellalabad consist of a^mud enceinte'^ of upwards of 2000 .yards, of* weak 
curtains, and round towers, which have a narrow rampart, but insufficient 
parapet. On the northern face t|^e profile is less bold than elsewhere, < 
and there was excellent cover for an enemy within pistol shot On tluj 
evening of the 12tli, our infantry occupied the gates, and the ill- 
constructed citadel, whilst the artillery and cavalry were dispersed in the 
enclosures adjacent to the residences of the King, and Envoy and 
Minister, without the. walls. 

On the morning of the 13th, more regular occupation was taken of the 
place. Troops were posted on the whole pf^its bastions, the two infantry 
corps were^established in the citadel, the artillery in an open space in 
front of it, and the cavalry in the Shah’s garden. About 250 of the 
Kliyberees had remained' steady to their allegiance ; the Jezssailchees were 
emulating the regular battalions in ze.'il atid oourfigo, and unreinitting 
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efforts were made by plying our intmnching tools laid the substitution , of 
camel saddles for sandbags, to put the town into a state of decent 
defence ; imthe meantime a great force had assembled under the walls to 
the southward ani-westward, whilst other masses came down from tlie 
<Iirection of Lugliman, crossed the river, and invested us closely to the 
northward, detaching parties to set fire to the cantonment,, raised at so 
great an expense in 1840. It had been in part burnt down the night 
before, and was now involved in a general conflagration ; the erfemy, 
masked' by trees and old buildings, kept up an incessant Are of inusquetry 
against the walls at a very short range for upwards of twenty-four hours, 
by which our men sustained some loss beliind their growing defences, and 
as it was desirable to diminish the consumption of provisions wMiiii tlie 
city, I adopted the measure, first, of telling the women and children to 
withilraw, next, of excluding all strangers an^ suspicious persons, and 
finally, of getting rid, as far as it was practicable, of the whole male 
population, excepting the shopkeej)ers whose stay was valuable to us. 

On the morning of Sunday the 14th, I determined to attempt to dis- 
lodge the enemy from a part of their position. I placed for this purpose 
a force consisting of 300. men of the 13th, 300 of the 3r)tli, 100 sap- 
pers, three guns of Captain Abbott’s battery, the whole of the cavalry, 
and i200 Khyberees, at the disposal of Lieutenant-Colonel Monteath, 
(^. 13., and directed him to sally from the town, and assail that part of the 
enemy’s line from which I was most desirous of ex))elling them. I beg 
to forward the report of the very gallant afiair which followed, and which 
I had the satisfaction of witnessing from tlie walls. This spirited attack 
upon not fewer than 5000 men, lias wholly broken up the enemy’s invest- 
ment, and we have from that hour scuircely seen an armed Affghan in 
our neighbourhood ; we have availed ourselves of this pause to put the 
walls into a state of defence, wliich will, I trust, enable us to defy the 
efforts of any Asiatic force unaided by siege artillery, and are using eveiry 
exertion to store our magazines with grain from the adjacent villages. I 
inclose reports from Lieutenant-Colonel Denuie^ and Captain Oldfield, 
and casualty returns from the 1 1 th to the 1 4th instant, inclusive. 

I have, &c., 

R. Salk, 


No, 16 . — Lieutenant- Colond Dennie to Captain JFadey Major of 

Brigade, 

JcUalahad^ November 1841. 

Sir, — As (‘.ommanding the rear guard on the 12th instant, I liave the 
honor to report for the Major-General’s information, that pre\ iously to 
the troops leaving their bivouac a sharp fire was opened upon the loading 
baggage from the hills, on our right, which afterwards was taken up along 
our rear. The piquets at either point kept the enemy for some time in 
(dieck, but as his numbers ^and confidence increased, I deemed it ad- 
visaide to reinforce them ; Captain Oldfield with his troop also pushed 
those who had descendefj into the plain, back to the highest covered by 
by our skirmishers (under Lieutenant Wade 13th, and Ensign Norton 
35lli) exteud(‘d across the valley, and crowning the hills ; the baggage 
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safely deboiu^hed tlirougii the g^tge in which the village is situated, and 
in about an hour afterwards I gradually retired in the same order. On 
clearing its narrow outlet at the otftr extremity, the enemy again pressed 
upon us and were very numerous, completely enveloping our flanks and 
rear. As the country, however, soon opened in cur front, as the troops 
were perfectly steady and could he fully relied upon, aiid as I was de- 
sirous to disengage tliem from the broken and close ground, and the Are 
of the villagli and that of a large fort, I continued to retire and ponnit- 
iecl the conlident pursuit of the Ooloose until I had drawn them to the 
point which I Jiad fixed upon in my mind. Here whilst the squaqroii of 
the 5th Light Cavalry, under Captain Oldfield, was drawn up in line, 
1 was joined by a Rissalah of Anderson’s horse under Lieutenant Mayne, 
sent back by the Major-General, who had witnessed the heavy firing, and 
judged that the ground was favourable to the movements of cavalry. 1 
now directed a combined charge, which was instantaneous and over- 
j>owermg: bringing their right shoulders forward, they swept the plain 
and bore down all opposition ; not fewer than one Imudred fell undt'.- 
their sabres, and the wounded were in proportion. The #alry was ably 
supported by Captain Broadfoot with his detachment of sappers, who 
curried all before them to the right, and cleared the hills which had been 
covered by our assailants. The route was now general and complete. 
After the halt, necessary for the re<;all of the cavalry and reforming my 
party, 1 resumed my march, which, for at least ten miles, was not inter- 
rupted by a shot. On the road then becoming difficult and contracted, 
a body of the enemy, encouraged by some Jan -Dazes, who liad deserted 
at Grutidamuk, again made their appearance, but they preserved a distance 
at which their fire was harmless. On extricating the column from this 
ground, I once more awaited their approach, but, instructed b}^ tlie re- 
cent lesson, they could not be induced to cross the ravines, and from 
thence, until we marched into Jellalabad, we saw no more of an enemy. 
Though the conduct of every officer and soldier in this afiair was ex- 
cellent, I must be permitted particularly to remark the gallant manner 
in which Captain Oldfield led the charge of cavalry, in which he was 
emulated by Lieutenant Mayne at the head of Jiis Rissalah, and Lieutenant 
Plowdcn in command of a troop of the 5th Cavalry ; Captain Broad- 
foot’s support of them was most soldier-like and intrepid. The services 
of Captain Backhouse in command of the artillery were very valuable 
to me, and I have to thank Captain Seaton, 35tli, senior officer of the 
iiifiintry, for his able assistance. 

* I have, &c., 

W. IL Dennie. 

JSefurn of hilkd, wounded, and musing, of the force under the command of Major- 
General Sir llohert Sale, from the ilth to the 14i/i of November, 1841. 

Squadron 5th Light Cavalry. — 1 camp follower, I horse, killed ; 5 privates, 1 syee, 
7 harases, wounded ; I horse missing. 

Rissalali 2nd Regiment Cavalry, S, S. F. — 7 sepoys, H horses, killed ; i duifadar, 
10 privates, 4 horses, wounded. 

Sappers and Miners — 1 naick, 1 sepoy, killed ; I serjeant, woudded. 

Her Majesty’s lOth IJght Infantry. — 11 privates, wounded. 

45th Regiment Native Infantry. — I sepoy killed ; 6 privates, 2 camp followers, 
Wounded. 
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Detachment Jezzailcbee RegimenL^I harildar, a naick-s, 19 sepoyu, 1 camp fol- 
lower, killed } I captain, 1 jemadar, 12 sepoys, voudded ; 1 havildar, 8 sepoys, 
xaissing. ^ 

Total. — 1 havildar, 3 naicks, 28 sepoys, 2 camp followers, 12 horse tilled ; I 
captain, 1 jemadar, 3 staff serjeants, 1 duffadar, 44 privates, I syce, 2 camp follow- 
ers, 1 1 horses, wounded ; 1 haVildar, 8 sepoys, 1 horse, missing. 

Grand Total. — 33 men, 12 horses, kille.d; 53 men, 11 horses, wounded ; 9 sepoys, 
1 horse, missing. 

Names of Officers wounded. 

Jezzailchee Regiment. — Captain Gerrard, 2nd in command. 

H. Wai>b, Captain, Major of Brigade. 


No. 17. — Lieutenant^ Colonel Monteath to Captain Wade. 

Jellalabad, November 14 , 1841 . 

SiR^ — Having been entrusted with the command of the troops named 
in the margin*, by Major-General Sir R. Sale, K.C.B., for the purpose 
of making a sortie to dislodge the enemy from the several positions of 
investment t4len up by them around Jellalabad, 1 have now the honor 
of addressing you to report, for the Major-Generars information,* the 
arrangements made by me towards the fulfilment of his views. 

Having made a reconnoissance of the enemy’s posts, as well as the 
sharp fire upon the ramparts would admit, I determined, as a yireliminary 
measure, to carry the walled garden immediately in front of tlie southern 
gate, the ^valle4 enclosure and mosque to tlie south-west of that gate, 
from whence the flank of the sallying ‘column (’oiild be assailed in its 
advance, and the garden immediately in front of the Cabool gate. 

The first of these posts was taken by a party of one hundred men of 
the Khyber corps, under Lieutenant Hillersden ; tiie second, by a party of 
fifty men, of Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, under Lieutenant Cox ; 
and the third, by a similar party of Her Majesty’s 18th Light Infantry, 
under Captain Fenwick. 

Having seen the troops established in these three posts, a sortie w^as 
immediately made with the remainder of the force from the soulliern gate, 
for the purpose of storming the lieights in front of that face of the town 
on which the enemy haxl collected in masses, and which seemed to be 
considered the head quarters, from their standard liaving been planted 
there, but on the ap})roacli of the column of infantry and guns, they 
immexliately fled from them with the utmost pr(?cipitancy. 

Captain Oldtield, commanding the cavalry stationed in the 81iah Bhag, 
at the south-east angle of the town, had received my instructions that 
as soon as he saw the iufiintry debouche upon the plain, he was to move 
forward as expeditiously as possible, gain the rear of the heights, there 
form line out of reach of the enemy’s fire, and remain pn^pared to charge 
them upon their being driven down by the infantry. 

In order that he might, not be impeded by fire behind the walls during 
his advance, a party of one hundred of the Khyber corps, under Captain 
Bruce, was placed underpins command, to enable him to dislodge any 
small parties of the enemy. so posted. Circumstances, however, occurred 

* 300 Her Mujcijtj’s llJth Infoiury ; 300, 35lli Regiment; 100 Sappers end 

WituTS ; 200 Kliyber corps ; 3 guns, Abbott’s Battalion ; I Squadron 5th Light liilanlry ; 
I Hissulah Anderson's Horse : a duffadar and 12 men, Skinner’s Horse. 
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which completely prevented Captain Oldfield from acting in the manner 
prescribed by me, and which, in the end, proved of no consequence 
whatsoever. A report of the occurrences which took place in that officer’s 
quarter is herewith inclosed. 

Having occupied the heights from which the enemy had fled, by one 
hundred men of Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, and the sanie number 
of the 35th Regiment, and placed the cavalry with one nine-pOunder gun 
under Captain Backhouse, commanding the Mountain Train (but who 
was present as a volunteer), on the plain at a short distance in the front 
to watch the movements of the enemy, who, both horse and foot, had 
again collected on a. distant height, I mov€‘d the rest of the troops and 
guns round to the right, for the purpose of driving the remainder of the 
enemy from the west(‘rn and northern faces of the town, and, on a well- 
directed fire being opened by Lieutenant Dawes from the guns on one of 
their positions, they broke in every quarter, and fled with the greatest 
consternation, when I am given to understand the Jczzailchees stationed 
on the northern face, sallied in a very gallant manner, and cut up a 
number of them. 

On seeing the hopeless state of affixirs in every direction, the chiefs 
with about three hundred of the Jun-Baz who had deserted our cause 
at Gundainuk, descended from the height on which they liad in the first 
instance rallied, .and made off in the direction of Cabool ; but having 
come within range of Captain Backhouse’s gun, that officer had the 
opportunity afforded him of firing some admirably directed round shot 
amongst them, which seemed to create an instant feeling to remove 
themselves as speedily, and as far from our vicinity as possible. 

Having now detailed the operations of the day, it is a most gratifying 
reflection to think how iiiucli has been gained at so trifling a loss to 
ourselves, and so considerable a one to tlie enemy, 5,000 of whom 
must have been present on the occasion. 

As after sallying from the town, 1 had the opportunity of witness- 
ing the conduct of the cavalry, I have no hesitation in saying they 
acquitted themselves entirely to my satisfaction. My thanks are 
tlierefore justly due to them, and to that gallant and meritorious 
oflicer, Captain Oldfield, for the able manner in which he extricated 
himself from a very critical situation, in tlic first instance, and for 
the brilliant manner in which he afterwards led his men to the charge, 
placing himself in that situation that he was attacked by two Aflglian 
horsemen at the same moment, against whom he had to defend him- 
self until they were sabred by two of his men. 

Lieutenant Mayne, commanding the Rissalah of Anderson’s Horse, 
than whom I know not a more gallant and zealous oflicer, has also 
well deserved my thanks for his conspicuous conduct, and that of Lieute- 
nant Plowden, 5th Light Cavalry, has been mentioned to me by his com- 
manding ofl^icer, Captain Oldfield, in terms of the highest commendation. 

In regard to the remainder of the troops, viz., the Artillery, Her 
Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, 35th Regipient,' Sappers and Miners, 
Shah* Sliooja’s force, and detachment Khyber corps, under Lieu- 
tenant Hillersden, nothing could exceed the gallant spirit manifested by 
them ; and I have to return my thanks to Captain Havelock^ Her 
Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, who volunteered to accompany m(i as staff' 
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for the very ready and zealous assistance lie was always prepared to 
render me ; to Captain Backhouse, who volunteered to take charge of a 
nine-pounder, left with the Cavalry ; Lieutenant Dawes, commanding 
the Artillery with the detachment ; to Captain Fenwick, Her Majesty’s 
13th Light Infantry, who took the walled inclcMure and mosque : Lieute- 
nant Cox, who took possession of the garden in 'front of the Cabool 
gates, and Lieutenant Hillersden, who took possession of the walled 
garden in front of the southern gate. 

Herewith I beg to inclose a return of the killed and wounded. 

1 have, &c., 

T, Monteath. 

No. 18. — CcqAain OklfieUi to Lieufenant^ Colonel Monteath, 

Camp^ Jcllalahad, November 14, 1811. 

Sm, — I have tlie honor to report that, in obedience to orders, I formed 
the cavalry at mid-day of 14th instant, consisting of 1st Squadron 5th 
Cavalry, and part of 3rd Squadron of Shah’s 2nd Cavalry, under the fort 
wall of this town and facing to the east ready for sally. 

As the Khyberecs would not act in our front, I w’as compelled to give 
up the line of march pointed out, particularly after the occupation by the 
enemy of the mission grounds and house. The fire on us was very heavy 
from oar front and right ; to check this, I order(.‘d Lieutenant Plowden 
to the front with the skirmishers, and sounded the charge ; this fright- 
ened the enemy, who soon disappeared from the points above-mentioned. 
Lieutenant Plowden led the skirmishers gallantly, and rendered uk^ most 
essential service. 

As I advanced, I directed Lieutenant Mayne to clear the ground 
from left to right, and join me at South Mission Gate : here wc were 
again exposed to a heavy fire, but a' charge drove the enemy away, 
and we soon were in the midst of their Foot, wdiom we cut up right and 
left. 

The enemy’s horse being in force on my right towards the southern 
gate of the towm, 1 halted to form my troops ; the Janbaz f incying they 
had an easy prey actually charged me, and two of their number were 
killed in my ranks ; this w'as their last elfort. J daslied at and diwe 
them to the hills, then wdtlidrcw out of shot covered by skirmishers, and 
formed in parade order ready for work, buttlie enemy had had enough. 

I deem it but justice to mention, that the moment I advanced tlie 
Khyberees supported me. 

The whole of the troops under my command behaved most gal- 
lantly, and I received the greatest assistance from Lieutenants Mayne 
and Plowden, and Subadar Sheik Mykhan of the 2nd Troop, 5th 
Light Cavalry. 

I have, &c., 

C. Oldfield. 

Itclurn of killed^ wounded^ and mUsing, in the sallg made on the enemfs pogitioUf on the 

I4th November^ 1841. 

Artillery, Abhott’e Battery— None kilied or wounded. l 0 t Squadron 5th Li^ht 
Cavalry — l naick, 1 rank and file, 1 hotse wounded. 
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‘ Rissakh A]ider8<M%!s Iloree, 4 Jbars« kilkd i 1 oalek» 3 r^ink £lc, lo bor{>e.s 
wounded. , 

J^etaclimeiit m Skirtwer’s Horse — None killed or wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry — 3 rank and file, woutided. 

S5th Regiment Native Infantry — None killed or wounded. 

Sappers and Miners, S,4b, F. — None killed or w'ounded. 

Detachment Khyberees — None killed or wounded. 

Total — 4 horses, killed ; 2 naiks, 7 rank and file, 11 horses, wounded. 

T. Monte ATH, Lieutenant Cohn el., 

commanding the sallying party. 


No, 19 . — Sir W. IL Maaiaghten to Captain Maegregor, 

Cuhoolj November 18, 1841. 

Sm,— I have received your letters of the 13tli instant. The cossid 
gave us an account of your action of the 14th instant, which, if he 
speaks truth, must have been a very successful one ; we are in statu quo. 
()ur chief want is supplies. I perceive now, that you could not well have 
joined us. 1 hope you have written to Mnekeson, asking .aid from the 
8ik!is under the treaty. If there is any dilHculty about the Sikhs getting 
through the pass, IMackeson should offer a bribe to the Khybers, of a lac 
of rupees or more, to insure their safe passage. TJiese are not times to 
stick at trifles. The (lorkha regiment has been jmnihilated, but Pottinger 
and llaiighton are here ; the latter has lost his . hand. I believe I told 
you that Paton lost his arm in the action we had near cantonments the 
other day. It is raining here, and the water is very cold,, but I am not 
sure that this is not as bad for the enemy as for ourselves. I do not hear 
anything from Ghnzni or Candahar ; but I should not wonder if they 
are in the same mess as ourselves : we must look for vsupplies chiefly 
from Peshawur. Write to Mackeson continually ; tell him to urge 
Government to send as many troops into this country, and as speedily as 
possible. John Conolly is in the Bala Hissar’^ with his Majesty, who, 
as you may imagine, is in sad taking about all this fussad.’’ 1 am 
making no progyess in my negotiations with the rebels. 

Yoiir’s, &e., 

W. II, MACNAOIITEy. 

No. 20. — Major-General Sir R, Sale to Major Craigie, 

JaUalabad^ November 24, 1841. 

Sir, — The' communication being on all sides interrupted, I am com- 
pelled to write in the most condens^ form. Lest previous letters should 
have been intercepted, I would ask of you now to acquaint the Com • 
mander-in-Chief that tlie substance of our intelligence from Cabool is, 
that a sudden and sanguinary insurrection broke out there on the 2iul of 
November. Armed bodies attacked Simultaneously the houses of all the 
British residents in the city. Sir A. Burnes^his brother, and Liimteimnt 
Broadfoot, were murdered. Brigadier Anquetil, Captains Johnson and 
Troup, 'were fortunately at the moment in the cantonment. Captain 
Skinner has been secreted ; Captain Mackenzie, S. S. F., cut his way 
through the assailants (wounded). The insurgents proceeded to estalilish 



themselves on the hills around the city ; apd, making ati unexpected 
attack on our commissariat magazine, carried and plundered it, There 
was a simultaneous rising in the Kohistan : the S^h’s Goorkha battalion,, 
and his regiment of Kohistanees, were both defeateil, and every officer 
put to the sword, excepting Major Pottinger and lieutenant Haughton ; 
the latter; lias lost one hand. Our tmops at Cabool maintained them- 
selves on tlie two points of the Bala Ilissar and the entrenched canton- 
ment. They rejielled several attacks on the latter, and made a brilliant 
sally on tlie 5th. Actions were fought with varied success up to the 
10th, on whicli day the British attacked, and carried with gr(‘at slaughter, 
several forts, and obtained very considerable supplies of provisions. 
The enemy assailed the cantonment on tlie 13th, but were repulsed with 
great loss, and two guns, which had been captured from the Wiizeer, 
were retaken. Since that time it would ajipear that there has been no 
engagement, but the investment continues, and ih(^ numbers of the enemy 
daily increase. All tribes are united against the Shah. The insurgents 
have lU’oclaimed Mahomed Zeman Khan Burukzye, King ; dnliber Khan, 
Wuzeer ; and AbdoollaJi Khan Alchukzye, tlie assassin of Sir A. Burnes, 
Surdari-Surdaraii. The earlier part of these events and transactions 
became known to me on the night of the lOtli instant, at Giiudamuek ; 
and 1 Avas urg(*d by (Jeneral Elphiiistone to advance to the succour of 
the capital, if I could place my sick and wounded in security. This 
•was impossible ; my ammunition also M^as insiiliicient for the opera- 
tion ; Ave had no supplies ; and our carriage cattle Averc daily 
diminishing in number. 1 determined, therefore, to ridire on Jella- 
labad. On the 11th the Jan-Bazees wiait over to the enemy, and 
they ha\'e since been followed by the Khybi‘ree corps. 1 reacdied this 
place on the 12th, aftin* a successful rear-guard .affair, in Avliich my 
cav^alry charged, and the enemy left 150 dead on the field. Five thousand 
men invested this place on the 13tli ; on the 14th 1 ordered a sally and 
general attack Avith part of my garrison. Tlie enemy were totally routed, 
and I ha\^e since scarcely seen an armed Affghan around us, through a 
force is known to have assembled within a few miles. Incessant labor 
has put this place into a respectable state of defence. Eleven guns and 
fiA^e mortars are mounted on the works, which have now a widened ram- 
part and growing parapet of three feet. Meanwhile tlie Kliyher is in. 
a state of insurrection. Ali Musjid has been besieged ; Captain Ferris’ 
corps at Pesii Boluk was attacked, and it is believed that he only 
escaped with his people by concluding a convention with the assailants 
aiid retiring to Peshawur. We have, however, no certain information 
regarding liiiih I forward copy of General Elphinstone’s last comninni- 
cation, written in French, in consequence of its being known that the 
enemy have employed two young men, instructed in Englisli in Delhi 
or Loodianah, to read our intercepted dispatches. I am happy to 
]jerceive that the General approves of my measures. Captain Mac- 
gregor and I haA^e written to Captain Mackoson to send up through 
tlie Khyber to us, ammunition, treasure, and provisions, and to call 
upon tbe Sikh Government to aid us, according to treaty with 5,000 
troops. I can, in every event, I trust, maintain himself here for thirty 
days, and await reinforcement froip India ; and I should hope that 
Major-General Elphinstone will be enabled to retain possession of all th^ 
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holdf^ at Cabool. His Excellency will not fail to perceive from the above 
detail that, all measures of reinforcement and succour ought, at this cri- 
sis, to be prompt and energetic. 

I have, &c. 

R. Sale. » 

Coj)y of a letter, from Major-General Elphinstohe to the Address 

of Sir R. Sale, 

Cahoot^ 'November 18 , 1841 . 

Mon CHER Sale, — ^J’ai rerju votre lettre du 15mo. Je peiisc que 
vous avez trtis bien fait is vous envoi des renforts de la place de Pe- 
shawar, et (pic vous vous trouvez dans la situation de nous aider, no inan- 
quez pas de le fairc ; nous sommes dans eii peril extreme. 


No. 21. — Captain Lawrence^ Assistant Agent to the Governor- Gene- 
ral^ Ferozepore, to Colonel Wildy comrnnndrmj at Ferozepore, 

November 14 , 1841 . 

Sir, — I have the honor to request, with reference to the dispatch 
from Lieutenant Mackcison, widcli 1 showed you this morning, that the 
troops, now und(^r ordcirs for Cabool, sliould start with the least possible 
d(?lay. 

1 would also sugge^st that the 60th Regiment, now in orders for Suk- 
kur, and any other infantry regiment you may think prop(ir, as well as 
the lOlh Cavalry, should be held in immediate readiness fora move to- 
wards Atighanistan, as soon as instructions can arrive from Mr, Clerk, 
Agent Covcrrior-General, which will be the 19th instant, so that they 
could, without any diHiculty, overtake the Katila at the Ravee. 

1 would furtlier offer my opinion that the commanding ofiiccr should 
not be hampered with any extra stores by the (diarge of ladies ; but liav(‘ 
under his care sim])ly the treasure* and such magazine stores as are decuned 
absolutely necessary for supplying the immediate wants of our troops in 
Aflghanistan. 

Perhaps you will agree with me that the better plan will be only to 
warn the otHcers of the (Tops above alluded to, that they may be required 
to move, it being d(*sirable to give as little room as possible for reports. 
In this view, I should not have suggested the ladies remaining bcdiind, 
if their going now did not involve a certain degree of risk to them- 
selves, and that they and their establishments must be in the way, 
should the, troops be called on for any rapid movements. 

A copy of Lieutenant MackCson’s letter shall be forwarded to you 
immediately. 

I have^ &c. 

• H. M. Lawrence. 

P. S. Arrangements now in progress at the Ghaut will be completed 
by the 17th instant, and will enable me to cross the whole Kafila in 
one day. 
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No. 22. — Captain Maeheson to Mr. Clerk. 

Peahawurj November 15, 1841. 

Sin, — I have the honor to forward for your informatidn a letter 
received this afternoon from Major-General Sale commanding field force, 
datod Futteabadj. 11th November. 

Several days oSTore the receipt of this letter I had dispatched powder, 
to Captain Macgregor sufficient for 100,000 rounds, but I am not 
positive that it Jias reached him, nor can I be that the quantity I shall 
now send will reach Jelialabad. 

It appears that on General Sale’s brigade leaving Gundamuck tliat 
post was again leO; to be guarded by Captain Burn’s corps of Afreodees, 
Captain Dowson’s Janbaz, and 200 of Captain Ferris’ Jezailchees. The 
whole of tlie Janbaz and one-third of Captain Burn’s corps of Afreedess 
deserte»l and went over to the enemy, and tJie remainder refused to 
remain at Gnndaniuck, Captain Burn was consequently* obliged also lo 
retire witli the remainder, and joined Genenil Sale’s column at Futteabad. 
lie was unable to bring away with him from Gundamuck two of the 
Shah’s guns, that had been left there for his protection, and it is not 
mentioned whether the guns were spiked on leaving tliern ])eliiud. 

There (^aii be no doubt, that if the troops at Cabool do not succeed 
shortly in making the towns people sue for terms, thq tribes in Nungra- 
hur, as well as those towards Cabool, will combine against us ; and the 
force that moves from Fei'ozepore should consist of two brigades, with 
one, if not two regiments of Europeans ; the brigades should follow each 
other as quickly as possible. 

1 have written to General Avitabile (in French, in ordcir to avoid mak- 
ing use of a Persian writer,) and for the information of Koonwur Purtab 
Sing, who is with Rajah Golap Sing, and the Sikli troops in Hazara, au 
outline of the state of aftairs at Cabool. I have told them, that though 
1 am in no alarm for the safety of our troops, either at Cabool or Jclla- 
labad, still so long as they arc confined to one sjmt, the present rise 
among the Affghan race will extend every day ; and as the Aflghaiis 
about here have long ago declared that the Sikhs only hold Peshawar 
through the j)ow'er of the Britisli Government, it became me, as a w^ell- 
wjsher to the tw^o Goveriuncnts, to draw his attention to the small num- 
ber of troops now at Peshawur, and to recommend the reinforcing them 
without delay. 

I shall not think of asking for Sikh troops excepting in the last extre- 
mity, but the movement of a large force from Hazara to Peshawur, ac- 
companied as they may perhaps be by the Koonwur himself, caiiiiot fail 
to have a good effect, 

I have, &c., 

F. Mackeson 
Political Agmt. 

No. 23*^ — Mr. Clerk to Colonel Pick, commanding at Loodiana. 

November 16, 1841. 

Sir, — An express having been received from the Political Agent at 
Peshawur. rcijuiring the dispatch of the brigade warned for the Cabool 



33 


relief to be liastened by every means; in consequence of nn alarminp; 
insurrection at, or near Cabool, I have the honor to request that will 
actionlingly disiiatch, with the utmost expedition, the ddixl regiment Native 
Inhintry, whicdi had been already warned to proceed to Fesliawiir, 

I have, &c., 

Georg K Clerk, 
Af/ent to (he Governor^ Gencrah 


No. 21. — Mi\ Clerk to the OJjiccr vommandinfj at Ferozeporr, 

November 16, 1841. 

Sin, — An express liaving been received from tlie Political Agent at 
Pesliawiir, requiring the dispatch of the brigade for the Cabool relief to 
b(* hastened })y ev(‘ry means, in consequence of an alarming insurrectiou 
at or near (/’abool, J have the honor to request that you will dispatch at 
the same time witli the. 64th, wluch is preparing to march on the 20tli 
instant, or as soon after as possilile, the 6(hli Kcgiment, which had been’ 
warned to proceed to Atf‘d»-t*dstan, via Sinde. 

1 iia\'e requested the oiticer in eominarid at Loodiana to hasten the 
departure of the ddrd Native Inlhntry, which is already \varned to pro- 
ceed to CiibooL 

I Iiave, 8tc., 

CiKoiiGE Clerk. 

Afjvjif to the Govcnwr-Ctcnci uL 


No. 25. — Air, Chrh to General Sir Jasper Nicolls, K, C, 

Com muHiler-in- ( lilef. 

Camp, MyvpooreCf Nooemher 17 , 1841 . 

Sir, — 1 have the honor to a’lnex a copy of the derai-oflicial letter wliioh 
I received yesterday froiri the Assistant Agent to the Governor Genenil at 
P(n-ozepore, with a copy of Captain Mackesun’s ex[)ress of the 9tii instant, 
<rr wliich 1 yesterday transmitted a copy to your Excellency ; also a c()py 
of auotlier hitter from Captain Lawrence to my addrtjss, dated the I ttli 
instant, forwarding a cojiy of liis letter of tiie same dale, to Colonel 
Wild. 

2. Your Excellency will have observed that I have limited the requisi- 
tions which I have presumed to make upon the commanding ohieers at 
I-.o(xliana and Fer()ze[)ore, to the three infantry regiments wliicdi wta‘e al- 
ready preparing to niarcli to Aflgliauistan. I consider that this is wliJit 
Captain Mackesoii means in his urgent request for the dispatch of “ t!jc 
brigade warned for tlie Cal)ooI relief. ” 1 tlierefore have not followcMf up 

the intinuiiion made by (hiptaiu Lawrenee to the eonmiandiiig oflieer at 
Forozepore, regarding artillery and cavalry, by reqiiesting that a cletach- 
UKMit of eitlier should move forward. Tha{ intimation, however, will 
enable Colonel 'Wild now to make preparat ions that will facilitate the exe- 
cution of the orders lie ini\y receive, should your Excclhaicy see fit to 
direct tliat artillery or regular cavalr^^^, should accompany the 60th or tlie 
dol’d iiegiments. 
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3. I trust that you Excellency will approve of my having recom- 
mended to Colonel Wild, not only that no women should accompany the 
64th Regiment, but that the eight lacks of rupees which were to have 
been escorted by the regiment to Jellalabad, should await the depar- 
ture of the other regiments about to follow, in order that nothing may 
retard the arrival at Peshawur of the first regiment moviiig up. 

4. I had failed in procuring boats to carry the 60th Regiment down 
to Sukkur. Tliose in whicli the company of artillery embarked last 
month for Sukkur, have not returned. The remaining boats are not 
sufficient, and if they were so, they are so greatly in deniand at this 
season for the trade, that the hire, which Government would have to 
pay, would be most exorbitant. 

5. A party of fifty horse, appointed at my request by the Lahore 
Government, together with a respectable Sikh officer, who has before given 
satisfaction on similar occasions, has arrived at the Ferozepore ferry, to 
attend upon the 64th Regiment to Peshawur. 

I have, 8tc., 

George Clerk, 
Agent to the Governor^ GeneraL 

No. 26. — Mr, Maddodt^ Secretary to the Government of India, to 
Mr, Clerk, Agent to the Cover nor- GeneraL 

Fort Willkun, November 29 , 1841 . 

Sir, — The Riglit Honorable the Governor General in Council has 
directed me to iieknowledge the rec.eipt of your dispatches, dated 
respectively the 16lli and 17th instant, enclosing copies of correspondence 
regarding tlie dispatch of troops towards Afiyianistan, and in reply to 
inform you that his Lordship in Council approves of your ])roceedings 
tiiereiii reported. 

I have, he., 

T. 11. Maddock. 

No. 21,— Mr. Clerk to Mr. MaMoch. 

Loodiana, Noreinher 21 , 1841 . 

Sir, — I have the honor to transmit a letter just received from Captain 
Mackesou to your address, dated the 14th instant, with its iru^losurc 
from Captain Maegregor. 

The 64th Regiment, N. I., crossed the Sutlej on the 17th, the 60th 
yesterday, and the 53rd marched hence on the 19th instant, to cross the 
Sutlej at Ferozepore also. 

Colonel Wild has dispatched a large supply of ammunition, which will 
be pushed forward under a cavalry esiiort. 

I have also called upon the Lahore Government to direct General 
Avitabile to supply ammunition on Captain Maekeson’s requisition, and 
I ha\e informed Captain Mivjkeson of iny having done so. 

1 have, &c., 

G. Clerk, 

Governor- Genercd'a Agent. 
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No. 28 . — General Sir Jasper Nivalis to the Earl of Auvkland, 

* East of Mynpooree^ November 26 , 1841 . 

My dear Lord, — Although Mr. Clerk will have transmitted, by 
express, all he can collect, regarding Sir Robert Sale and our troops at 
Cabool, I hasten to dispatch copies of three l<*ttcr.s just received by 
exj)ress from Captain Lawrence at Ferozepore. 

They are anything but agreeable, I am sorry to say. 

What I have immediately done, your Lordship will be anxious to 
know, and I hope you wnll approve. 

If the Light Infantry Battalion, according to Captain Lawrence’s 
suggestion, has been sent on with the d3rd, T have desired Major-General 
Boyd to order the most efficient native corps at Kurnaul to Ferozepore. 

Though much against such employment of the Light Battalion, it may 
be quite necessary to have four corps to force the Khybcr, if rcibellion 
should extend to that formidable pass. 

Her Majesty’s 9th Regiment to continue its march to Ferozepore ; 
thej*e to await events and orders, aiid to be ready, if your Lordship 
permits it, to relieve the 13th. 

i.<icutenant-Colonel Wild has been ordered to push on anotlier lac of 
mustet ammunition. 

The Commissary of Ordnance at Delhi to send three or four lacs of 
the sum(‘ to Ferozepore. 

Also 100 rounds a gun for Abbott’s guns, and the Mountain Train. 

There is no want of money at Ferozepore, and no doubt Mr. Clerk 
will supply what Sir Robert requires, with his usual address and skill. 

Provisions may, perhaps, be sent by Captain Mackeson if the Khyberees 
are faithful ; but such demands can onl}” be met upon or near the spot. 

I hope the letter from Sir W. Macnaghten, alluded to by Captain 
Lawrence, may reach your Lordship safely, and be more cheering. 

1 shall not detain the cxi)ress to say more. 

Believe me, &c., 

J. ^Tcolls. 


No. 2d.— Mr, Clvrlt to Mr. Maddorh 

Looduwn^ November 22 , 1841 . 

Sill, — I have tlie honor to transmit coj>ies of thrijc hitters reiicived 
from Captain Mackeson at the same time by (*xpress No. 1, dated tlie 
loth instant, inclosing copy of a letter from Major-General Sale, com- 
manding field force, dated Futteabad the 11th instant, and Nos. 2 and 3, 
dated the IGtli, inclosing two demi-official notes from Captain Maegregor, 
one of which refers to a letter received by him from Sir William 
Macnaghten of the 16th instant, which Captain Maegregor has inadver- 
tently omitted to forward to Cajitain Maiikeson. 

2. As reported in iny letter of this date, dispatched by the regular 
dark, the ()4th Regiment Native Infantry, with H lacs of rupees and 
100,000 rounds of ammunition for Captain Macigregor, crossed the 
Sutlej on the 18th instant, the GOtli Native Infantry on the 20th and the 
/>3rd, which marched from Loodiana on the 19th instant, will cross at 
Ferozepore, on the 23rd or 24th instant. 

F 2 
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o, W’illi iTgjird to moving up anotliern brigade with at least one 
European Jleginient, I have requested the Major-General conmianding 
this* division to pn pare and dispatch such a brigade if he can. But I 
doubt whether Her Majesty’s 3rd Foot is in a fit state to inarcli, on 
account of the great si(‘kness that has lately prevailed in that regiment ; 
and as the European Eegiinent has so lately returned from Afghanistan, 
it will probably be deemed advisable to send Her Majesty’s 9 th Foot 
from Meerut. I shall tliereforc forward a copy of this letter to Sir 
Robert Arbuthnot as well as to ]Major-Geiieral Boyd, in order that they 
may be prepared for whatever selection may be made by His Excellency 
the Commaiider-in-Chief, whose camp is now approaching Agra, and to 
whom a copy of Captain Mackeson’s letter of tlie loth instant, with a 
copy of Major-General Sale’s letter of the 11th instant, has been trans- 
mitted by express. 

4. I have called upon Maha Rajah Sliere Sing to cause the immedi- 
ate march of his son Koonwur Furtal) Sing on Peshawiir with five thou- 
sand of their best troops from the iieig!iboiiriug district of Clmch Hazara, 
and to direct the Koonwur to be pre])ared to assist Captiri 31ac]vesoii to 
til e utmost in sending up ammimition under escorts approved by llait 
officer to our posts at Ali Miisjid and Jellalabnd, and to eu-opiTate in 
any manner that Captain Muckeson may rctpure, 

I havi‘, h(\ 

Guorgk Cm.Kn. 

P. S.— I inclose a copy of a letter from General Sale to Major Oaigle, 
dated the 13th instant, of which a cojiy has reaidied me by express, while 
the original has gone down to the head-(juarters of the army by express. 


No. 30. — Mr, Clerk io General Sir Jasper Kicolls, 

Nui'cmher 22, 1841. 

Sir, — I have the honor to transmit to your Excellency cojiies of three 
letters received from Cajitaiu Mackeson, under date tlie L>th and ibfli 
instant, forwarding dispatches fron Major-General Sale, dated tlie lltli 
and 13th, the former in original to Captain Mackeson, the latter a eopy 
of a letter addressed to the ofliciating Adjutant-General of the Army, 
together with copies of iny letter of this date to the Secretary to the 
Government of India, to Major-Gimeral Boyd, commanding tin* Sirhind 
division, to Major-General Sir R. Arhul.luiot, commanding tin* Mcc'vut 
division, and to Lieutenant-Colonel Wild, eornmiinding at Ferozc jiorc. 

2. I have prepared the Lahore^ Government to exjiect tlie immediate 
marcli of another brigade across the Punjaub, and to collect boats for the 
passage of all the rivers. 

3. The Sikh troops, which I liave called ujioii the Lahore Government 

to dispatcli to Peshawiir under the command of the Maha Raja’s son, are 
at present engaged in the field in the Hazara country, and can soon reach 
Pesliawur. ’ ‘ 

I have, fee., 

G. Clkiik, 

Aycnt io the G(>vcr}tor''(iener(i.l. 



3 / 


Nx). 3L — Mr. Clcrlt to Major-General Sir R. Arhaf/uiot, roir^- 
manding the Meerut Division. 

MeernU Noremher t22, I84f. 

Sib, — The iiitelligonce whi(;h I do ra3'sell’ the honor to forward, to you, 
rendering it necessary to move up another strong brigade to the relief 
of our troops in Atfgliariistan as expeditiously as possible,' I would beg 
to Vecommoiid, in consideration of the severe sickness pr .'vailing in ^ the 
regiments of Europeans at Kurnaul, that Her Majesty's 9tli Foot should 
inarch to Kurnaul, where, at all events, it will be required to strengthen 
this frontier, slionld his Excellency • the Commandcr-in-Chief, to whom 
Major-General Sale’s dispatches have been forwarded by express to 
Agra, select any otlier rc'giment to accomi)any the brigade. 

I have, 8cc., 

Gi CllERK, 

Agent to the Governor- General. 


No. 32. — Mr. Clerk to Major- GetaTal Uogd, commanding the 
Sirhind Divisioit. 


Kurnaul^ Niwemher 22, 1811. 

Sir, — T have the honor to transmit a copy of a hdter whk^h 1 have this 
day addressed to Lieulenant-Colonel Wild, commanding at Ferozepore. 

The intellig<uKte from Jellalabad and Peshawur which I inclose, renders 
it necessary to move up another strong brigade to the relief of our troops 
in Afighanistan as ox])editiously as possible, and as i bcliiwe you liaA^e 
not a regiment of Europeans in condition to march on aitcount of the 
late sen'ere sickness prevailing at Kurnaul, 1 have recommended IMajor- 
General Sir R. Arbutlmot to dispatch Her Majesty's 91 h Foot to KuriianI, 
where, at all events, it will Ix' required to strengthen this frontier, should 
Ids Excelleiicy the Commaijdcr-iu-(diicf, to whom IMaj or- General Sale’s 
dispatches have been forwarded by express to Agni, select any oilier regi- 
ment of Europeans to accompany the brigade. 

I have, &c., 

G. Clerk, 

Agent to the Govenyjr-* General. 


No. 33. — Mr. Clerk to Lieutenant-Colomd Wildy commanding at 

Ferozepore. 


November 22, 1841. 

Sir, — The Politi(jal Agent at Pcshawur having transmitted iiitelligence 
of Major-General Sale’s being hemmed in at JcIlaJabad, and (*aIJed for 
another brigade, I have the honor to a})prizei you that 1 have requested 
Major-General Boyd, commanding this division, to prepare tlie brigade 
required. 

1 presume, from the intimation which Major-General Boyd informs me 
he has previously made to you, that the 30th rcgiiu?‘ut is prepared fo 
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proceed from FerozeporCj and I would therefore recomnioiid its marching 
with the o3rd, or following that regiment as soon as possible. 

I have, &c., 

G. CnEUK, 

Agent to the Governor^ General . 


No. 34. — il/r. Clerk to Cajdain JMcichespn* 


November 22, 1841. 


Sir, — III consequence of my receipt of your letter of the 9tli instant, 
the 64th Regiment, Native Infantry, crossed the Sutlej on the 18th in- 
stant, the 60ih Regiment, Native Infantry, on the 20th, and the o3rd 
marclied from Loodiana on the 19tli instant, and will also cross tlie Sutlej 
at Ferozepore about the 26th insUnt ; all in progress to Poshawur. 

2. Lieutenant-Colonel Wild, Commanding at Ferozepore, has directed 
Lieutenant-Colonel Moseley, commanding the 64th Regiment, to proceed 
with all practicable expedition consistent with the efficiency of liis men. 

3. Lieutenant-Colonel Wild has also dispatcln^d one hundred thou- 
sand musket cartridges, in f(»rty-two loads, witli tewnty-om^ good spare 
camels, and has re(| nested Lieutenant-Colonel iMoseley to send tliem on 
by long marches, under an escort of irregular horse. 

4. A remittance of eight lacs of rupees to the PaymastcT of the Army 
in Affghanistan, has been forwarded by the 64th Regiment. 

o. The following statement shows the strength of this regiment, and 


the amount of the stores, &c., escorted by it : — 

Sikh Motimiid, Commandant Ghyare Sing ; 

British ditto, Mohamud Iloosain. 

64th Regiment, Native Infantry ... ... 1048 

3rd Local Horse ... ... 100 

Sappers ... ... ... ... ... 137 

Goolundazees ... ... ... ... 164 

Syces and followers ... ... ... 833 

Horses ... ... ... ... ... 247’ 

Camel loads of Ordnance Stores ... ... 1()6 

Ditto Commissariat ... ... ... 137 

Ditto Baggage, &c. ... 3 40 

Ditto 8 lacs of Treasure ... ... 100 

Officers ... ... ... ... ... 36 


6. I have apprised the cornraanding officers of the 33rd, 60th, and 
64th Regiment, of your recommendation that tliey should order the 
“ Posteens,” or warm cloaks, which you believe are allowed by (iovern- 
ment to be prepared for their men against their arrival at Peshawur, in 
anticipation of their proceeding to Cabool during this winter. 

7. 'The Sikh Government has been requested by me to direct General 
Avitabile to supply ammurdtion on your requisition. 

8. Native Agents, on the part of the British Government, are in 
attendance on the regiments, as well as Sikh Agents a])pointed by the 
Durbar, with an escort of Sikh Horse. The Sikh officers and (»scort 
should receive suitable presents from you on their dismissal a< Pt'shawur 
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if their conduct is well spoken of by the commanding officers of the 
regiments, and you wilJ be so good as to ascertain and report to me wht*- 
ther our Native x\gents in attendance have given satisfaction. 

I have, &c., 

G. Cleiik, 

Agent to the Governor-’ Gene rah 


No. 3o. — Mr. Cln'k to lAeutenant” Colonel Moseley^ commanding 
^Ath Wgirnent Nathe Infantry^ Camj) in the Punjaah. 

November 23, 1841. 

— I would beg leave to recommend that 100,000 rounds of small- 
arm ammunition which you have for the troops in Afghanistan should 
be pushed on, in the manner you think most expeditious tlirough the 
Puujaub, some servants of the Sikh officer with you accompanying it ; 
and I have suggested to Captain Mackeson to send down an escort of 
Sikh Horse from Peshawur to take it on to that place, in order to re- 
lieve the party you may send on with it. 

I liave, &(*., 

George Clerk, 
Agent to the Governor- General, 


No. 36 . — Sir Jasper Nlcolls to Lord Auckland. 

Mynpooree^ Nwemher 27, 1841. 

My dear Lord, — I would not detain Mr. Clerk’s express dispatcli 
of the 22nd to Mr. Maddock even for half an hour, dcicrning it of the 
utmost importance that tlic intelligence should reach your l.ordsJii]) 
without any delay. 

This early and earnest call for a second brigade I was not i)repared 
for, as your Lordsliip will be fully aware from the difficulty I expressed 
regarding a native regiment for Knnuiul or Feroze])ore. 

However this demand will be thus met : — 

(illh 60th 1st division. 

o3rd 30 th 2nd ditto. 

11. M. 9th 26th 3rd ditto. 

Or a Regiment from Loodiana. 

To this last I have attached half the light field battery, (that is, two 9- 
pounders and a howitzer) now at Ferozepore, and a rissalluh of tlic 3rd 
Irregular Horse. 

If Ali Musjid should be in the hands of an enemy the guns will be 
required. 

The four first regiments will be well commanded by T4ieutcnant- 
Colonel Wild, until Major-General M^Caskill joins ': I shall endeavour 
to instil energy into him by showing that his military prospects and hopes 
will, in a great degree, depend on his managcmient of the fon^es. 

It is possible that I may receive your Lordship’s commands upon the 
subject of this important charge. 
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The vacancies occasion€»d on our frontier will be partly supply as 
follows : . ' ^ 

The 2nd Liglit Infantry Battalion I shall have at Loodiana. 

A regiment was ordered yesterday from Kurnaul to Ferozepore. The 
S3rd Native Infantry lias been ordered to-day from Meerut to Ferozepore. 

The 72nd will, instead of being stationed at Agra, proceed to Meerut 
or one of the northern stations. 

Also to meet this very heavy call upon the frontier, 1 have taken upon 
me to order the 6th Native Infantry from Cawnpore to KtirnaiiL . 

Tlie oTth from Lucknow to replace it, and one of the Oudo Infantry 
corps to Lucknow. 

Your Lordship will remember that the 6th was int<mdcd for Sajigor, 
but I hope the two regiments now there may be sutficient. 

^riic 9 til regiment has also been ordered from Benares to Delhi. 

Wlieni 1 he 5 1 st readies Benares there will be as usual three regiments. 

I have written to Lieutenant-Coionel Sutherland requesting him, if he 
safely can, to, spare me a regiment from Nusseerabad, and if so, to direct 
Brigadier Kennedy to order its march to Kurnaul. Tiie route to Feroze- 
pore may be objectionable at this season. 

I hope tliese measures will be a])jiroved. " 

Tlie Sikhs seem to conform to our wislics in a friendly spirit ; ha<l 
there been any a])pearam‘e of a (‘oiitrary tendency I should have moved 
straight upon Delhi and abandoned iny visit to Agra. 

Belici e me, 

J. NrcoLLs. 


37 Clerk io Mr, Maddoch 

Novemher 23, 1841. 

Sin, — T have the honor to tra'nsmit, for tlie information of tlie Bight 
Honorable the Governor General in Council, copy of letters aildress(‘d 
by me to his Excellency the Commandcr-iii-Cliief, to Major-General Sir 
B. Arbuthriot, to Major-General Boyd, and to Lieutenant-Colonel Wild. 

2. The Agent of the Lahore Durbar having inquired whether Baja 
Goolaub Sing should proceed to Pcshawur along tvitli the troops which 1 
liave called updn tbe Lahore Government to dispatch to K^shaAvur, I liave 
recommended that the Maha Baja's son should proceed in comtnand, ac- 
companied by other chiefs, and tliat Rajah Goolaub Sing should lemain 
in the Hazara country, but prepared to move in any direction, with a 
reserve, if called upon by me or by Captain Makeson. 

I have, 8cc., 

G. ClekKj 

Amentia the Governor- GemraL 

No, 38. — The Governor^ Ge7ieral of InSia in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nicolls, 

Port William^ December 2^ 1841. 

Srn, — Your Excellency will have received full details of the important 
events which a])y)ear to have jilacefl our troops in Cabool and Jellalabad, 
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in a of -cfmsidmble difficulty. We have now to inform your 

Ex(?elleiicy, that the only measure which we deem it practicable and 
prudent to adopt at present, for the support of these troops, is to con- 
centrate an effective brigade at or near Pcshawur, by which a good front 
can be shown towards the northern portion of AfFghanistan, and a point 
of uniori. and strength provided in case of emergency. This brigade 
may liave the effect of controlling an extended outbreak of the insurgents 
on the Pesliawur frontier ; and in the event of its being able to advance 
to Jellalabad, and to hold that post and the line of country dependent 
upon it, the offi(;er commanding the collected force will have a discretion 
to make that forward movement, being careful however to /maintain the 
integrity of his communications with Peshawur. Your Excellency will 
be pleased to give instructions to the officer commanding to that effect. 
But he* will not considei* himself authorised, except upon the receipt of 
further directions of a contrary tenor, to endeavour to make his way to 
€abool, unless he should see that the movement could certainly be effect- 
ed with little hazard, or unless in view to an object of .pressing and 
vital importance to the safety of the troops at that place. We appjctK 
hend that the severity of the winter would, under any circumstances, 
render such an advance impossible until the month of April, and that 
the obstacles to it arising from the want of means of carriage and of 
supply, which could be depended upon, would, in the actual state of 
tilings in Affghanistan, be exceedingly serious, were the season even more 
favourable for the attempt. 

2. We observe that three regiments of Native Infantry have been 
hastened on towards Pcshawur ; and we are highly sensible of the zeal 
with which these reinforceEicnts have been expedited. We believe that 
some proportion of irregular horse has accompanied these corps, but we 
should be glad, if your Excellency should think it proper to make the 
brigade complete, with a due proportion of cavalry and artillery. 

3. We think it undesirable immediately to detach Her Majesty’s 9th 
Foot to Peshawur ; but circumstances may induoe us tt) alter this 
opinion, and we will be preparefl to adopt any arrangement respecting 
this regiment, which your Excellency may wish your nearer means of 
forming a judgment have thought to be advisable. 

4. Generally we would solicit your Excellency to exercise your dis- 
cretion ill regard to the details of these arrangements, and to give orders 
without reference to us, bearing always in mind that ^ir present object 
is only to establish a point of support and demonstration at Peshawur, 
and not to require the forcing at all hazards of the passes to Cabool. 

5. We will issue instructions to the Political Agent at Peshawur, as 
to the course to be followed by British officers and troops, in the event 
of serious collision arising between the Sikh forces in tlie Pesliawur ter- 
ritory, and the Aflfghaii inhabitants of that country. And your Excel- 
lency will direct the officer commanding the brigade, to attend to the 
wishes ’^liich, in conformity with these instructions, the Political Agent 
may express to him on that subject. 

6. While these arrangements were made in advance at Peshawur, it 
will be necessary thdt a strong force of not less than from 10,000 to 
12,000 men should be held ready to be concentrated between the Sutlej 
and the Jumna ; and we believe that, with a few additions, and without 



weakening the means of controlling places of importance, such as the city 
of Delhi and the Province of Bohilcund, the troops already assembled or 
directed towards that quarter, will be sufficient for the purpose. We 
would suggest to your Excellency that Her Majesty’s 31st Foot should 
be moved upwards from Agra to Meerut or Kumaul, as we are in com- 
munication with the Resident at Nagpore, upon his releasing the 39fh 
Foot to take the place of that or of any other corps which your Excel- 
lency may deem preferable for such sendee. We have ordered the 46th 
and I7th Regiments in progress to Barrackpore, to be halted at Benares, 
80 as to enable your Excellency, should you think it necessary, to arrange 
for withdrawing two more native corps from Benares, or other more con- 
venient station, to Upper India. 

7. In our calculations on this subject, we have not reckoned upon 
drawing any corps from Rajpootana ; but your Excellency will consult 
Colonel Sutherland as to his means of aiding you in emergency from 
.that quarter. Your Excellency may doubtless regard both the Hurriana 
Light Infantry and the Jeypore Contingent at Shaka-Wattee, as available 
for any service which you may desire. 

8. We shall address the Government of Bombay, requesting them so 
to modify the plan which Major Outram may have announced to them 
for the arrangements to be made for the next year in Upper Sinde and 
Cutchee, as to allow of the ass^'mblagc at Sukkur and Shikarpore, of two 
effective brigade, so that along the whole line of the Sutlej and Indus, 
our position may be one of iuij)osing strength. 

9. We shall keep your Excellency constantly informed of any further 
arrangements which it may seem advisable to make in connection wdth 
the subject of this letter. 

W(* Iiave, &c. 

Auckland. 

W. W. Bikd. 

W. Casemknt. . 
II, T. PinNSKP. 


No. 39. — Mr, Maddock to Mr, Clark, 

Fqrt William^ December 2, 

Sir, — I am directed to transmit for your information, a copy of a 
letter this day addressed by the Governor-General in Council, to his 
Excellency the Conimander-iri-Chief. 

2. It will be desirable that this dispatch shall be communicated with- 
out delay to the Political Agent at Peshawur ; and it is hoped that that 
officer will find the means of‘ furnishing Sir William Macnaghten with 
a copy of it, or of communicating to him the substance of it in a secret 
and confidential manner. 

I have, &c., 

T. IL Maddock, 

Secretary to the Government of India ^ 
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No. 40.-~riyA , Maddock to Major Ouimm, Political Agent in 
Sinde and Behockistan. 

Fort. William^ December 2 

Sir, — I am directed to transmit, for your information, the inclosed 
extract* from a letter tliis day, addressed by the Governor-General in 
Council to His Excellency the Commander-in-Cluef, and to request that 
you will give effect to the plans of Government, by detaining in Upper 
Siiide such portions of the troops which you had designed to relieve, as 
you may consider sufficient for the end in view. 

I am, &c., 

T. H. Haddock, 

Secretary to Ike Govern ment of India. 


No. 41. — TJte Gomr nor- General of India in Council to General 
Sir Jaaper Nkolls, 

Fort WUUumy December 3, 1841. 

Sir, — Since addressing your Excellency yesterday we have received 
an express from Mr. Clerk, of the 24th ultimo, containing information 
of the events at Cabool to the 9th, and at JeUalabad to the 15th ultimo. 

2. TJiese accounts exhibit a most unfavourable state of affairs at 
Cabool, but tliey do not lead us to alter the views and intentions which 
were stated in our yesterday’s dispatch. Your Excellency will, there- 
fore, expedite the movement of whatever may be required to complete 
one brigade, efllciently provided with all necessaries of equipment and 
sup})ly, in the direction of Peshawur, to be stationed there, with orders 
of the tenor which we yesterday fully explained, so as to give succour to 
our troops in the event of their retiring. We do not now desire to send 
a second brigade in advance, for we do not conceive it to be called for* 
for the objects of support and assistance which we contemplate ; and 
we think it inexpedient to detach any greater number of troops than 
may be absolutely indispensable i’rom our own provinces. 

3. It would be vain to speculate upon the issue of the contest at 
Cabool ; but in the extreme event of the military possession of that 
city, and tlie surrounding .territory, having been entirely lost, it is not 
our intention to direct new and extensive operations for the re-establish - 
merit of our supremacy throughout Affghanistan. 

4. can scarcely contemplate in such case tliat there will be any 
circumstances or political objects of sufficient weight to induce us to de- 
sire to retain possession of the remainder of that country, atid, unless 
such shall be obvious as arising from the course of events, we should wish 
our military and political officers so to shape their proceedings as will 
best promote the end. of retiring with the least possible discredit. Of 
course it will be desirable tiiat this retirement shall be deliberate, and the 
result of arrangements that will leave some political influence in the coun- 
try : but it is impossible to^shut our eyes to the probability that the first 


Sue paragrap^ll in No. as. 



44 


impulse of the population in tlie southern districts, upon hearing of our 
having suffered disaster at Cabool, will be to rise and surround our differ* 
eiit positions, cutting off the communication. In this^case the command- 
ing officers will be instructed to make it their first aim to fall back on the 
nearest ‘support, and so to save their troops from the risk of being isolated, 
it being, of course, a paramount consideration to provide for the safety 
of the different detachments as far as possible. Mjijor-Geiieral Nott, or 
the officer commanding at Candahar, will be directed, in the event of the 
loss of Cabool, to take the force at Ghuznee under his orders, and to pro- 
vide Colonel Palmer with suitable instructions. With regard to the regi- 
ment at Ghuznee, we shall instruct Mr. Clerk to arrange with the Sikh 
Government for giving every aid in its power, should the retirement of 
that corps to Dhera Ismael Khan, or other point on the frontier, be deter- 
mined upon. We shall cause a copy of this paragraph to be conveyed to 
Major Rawlinson, Major-General Nott, and Lieut. -Colonel Palmer, both 
through Major Outram in Upper Scinde, and Captain Mackeson in 
Peshawur. 

5. We doubt not that your Excellency will have felt it desirable to 
superintend personally the execution of such measures on our fron- 
tier as the exigency of events may have rendered necessary, and will, 
therefore, have proceeded to establisb your head-quarters at one of the 
advanced stations. 

6. It is of high importance at this juncture that we should act in 
a clear and cordial plan of co-operation with the Government of Laliore, 
and a dispatch has been this day in consequence addressed to Mr. Clerk, 
of which we enclose a copy for your Excellency’s information. 

We have, 8tc., 

Auckland. 

W. W. Bikd. 

W. Casement, 

H. T. PllINSEF. 


No. 42. — Mr. Maddock to Mr. Clerk. 

Fort William^ Dccemher 3, 1841. 

Sm, — In continuation of my dispatch of yesterday’s date, I am di- 
rected to acknowledge your dispatch by express of the 23rd ultimo, and 
to send to you, for information and guidance, the accompanying copy 
of a further letter, which has been this day addressed by the Governor- 
General in Council to his Excellency the Comraander-in-Chief. ^ 

2. Your langiiage to the Lahore Durbar, in , the unfavourable crisis 
which must be anticipated as possible in Aftghanistan, will be to the pur- 
port, that the Governmait will take time to consider the eventual policy 
which it may be most proper to adopt in relation to that country ; that 
in the meanwhile it is proposed only to push on such troops tpw^irds 
Peshawur as may give support to any of our detachments falling back 
towards that place, and as may be sufficient to act, in emergency, in aid 
of the Sikh authority within that territory. The possible employment 
of such troops in advance towards Jellalabad, as referred to in the dis- 
patch to his Excellency the Coifcander-iu-Chief of yesterday’s date, 
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may be e^^amed by you to the Durbar if occasion should seem to call 
for it. ' * 

3. It is the intenticm of the Governor-General in Council, with a 
general view to the rep) ession of any possible disturbance of tranquillity, 
to hold a strong force, ready to be concentrated in our northern frontier ; 
but your language to the Sikh Government will be that of uniform and 
cordial friendship, so as to remove any suspicion which might be enter- 
tained from a knowledge that reinforcements were assembling in that 
quarter ; and the Durbar will doubtless feel that, in a collision with the 
Affghan tribes and people, their interests are indentical with ours, and 
they will be prepared to join heartily with us in measures, the effect of 
which must contribute to the security of their own Affghan districts. 

4. You will instruct Captain Mackeson, in conformity with the in- 
timation in the dispatch of yesterday to the Commander-in-Chief, to call 
upon the officer commanding the brigade proceeding to Peshawiirto 
assist, in any exigency, the Sikh authorities in defending tlieir jjower 
within that territory. 

5. The object of the British Government will be to maintain its 
union with the Lahore Durbar in unimpaired and increasing intimacy, 
to give all legitimate support to tlie Sikh Government, and to use our 
influence for reconciling the differences by which it may be embarrassed, 
with a fair and friendly regard to the interests of all parties in it. The 
mode of giving effect to this object, abke by timely cordiality or judici- 
ous reserve, is left with confidence to your discretion ; and if you should 
see good to visit Lahore for the promotion of our interests at this period, 
you will be at liberty to do so. 

6. Your attention will be particularly given to the intimation for 
your guidance in paragraph 4 of the dispatch to the Command er-in- 
Chief, and you will make the necessary communication to Captain Make- 
son, or any Sikh authority on whom you may depend, desiring him to 
make every effort to forward a letter to Colonel Palmer at Ghuzucc, 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Haddock, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 


No. 43. — Mr. Haddock to- Major Outram, 

Fort. William^ December 3, 1841. 

Snilill^Information of the important and unfavourable events which 
have occurred at Cabool will have reached you, and some communication 
has already been made to you on the views of the Governor-General in 
Council upon that subject, Such further orders as may be called for 
will, from time to time, be sent to you, but in the meanwhile I am 
desired to forward to you copy of a dispatch addressed on this date to 
his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, consequent on the receipt of iii- 
telligenee from Cabool to the 9th, and from dellalabad to the 15th ulti- 
mo, and to call your immediate and particular attention to* the intima- 
tion in regard to the possible withdrawal of our forces from Affghanistan 
contained in paragraph 4. You will forward a copy of that paragmph 
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without ilolay to Major RawHnsou auj Major-General Nott, and you will 
request Major-General Nott to give such directions as he may see neces- 
sary, to the officers in coininand of detached |K)sts with whom he can 
communicate. 

2.' You will, on your part, give every aid in the means of support, 
transport, and supply, to General Nott’s force, that may be ill your 
power, in the event of their being required from you. 

3; Until further orders, all troops assembling or present in Upper 
Siude and Cutchee will be held there in united strength. On the ultimate 
distribution of these troops, and on the aftairs of Beloochistan, you will 
be addressed separately hereafter ; but your tone will, of course, l)e 
one of continued friendship- and intimacy with the governments of the 
Khan of Kelat and of tlie Ameers of Upper and Lower Scinde. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. .Ma3>dock, 

Secretary to the Government of India, 


No. 44. — The Govomor- General of India in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nirolls. 

Fort William^ December 5, 1841. 

Sir, — The letter of Major Craigie to tlie Military Secretary, detailing 
the orders given by your Excellency for the movement of regiments, has 
been communicated by the Military to the Secret and Political Depart- 
ment, and we may assure your Excellency of our entire concurrence in 
the movement, as proposed, of the 9th, 57th, 6th, 33rd, and 72nd K(igi- 
• raents ; and we entirely approve of the manner in which it is proposed 
that the two brigades shall be composed, provided it is determined, that 
a second brigade shall march across the Punjab. We would but repe^ 
our doubt, with our present iin])erfect knowledge of the events wltich 
may liave happened beyond Pesliawur, whether the movement of so large 
a force is immediately necessary, but we will not prcKSs this doubt against 
what will be the result of a careful consideration of all cu'cuinstances 
by your Excellency and Mr. Clerk, witii a full knowledge of the views 
of policy, as at present entertained by the Government. We have no 
doubt upon the expediency of having the brigade in readiness, and it is 
probable that before its inarch can take place from Ferozepore, ^^unts 
will have been received leading to a clear decision upon the {Upriety 
of its advance. Tliat decision we will readily leave to your Excellency, 
who, after communication with Mr. Clerk, will best be able to judge of the 
arrangements requisite for the two objects which we regard as alike of 
paramount importance, namely, those of giving every practicable support 
to our troops across the Indus, and of maintaining the exhibition of clear 
and concentrated strength within our own provinces. 

2. If the second brigade lihould be sent, we would request your Excel- 
lency to select for the command of the whole force thus collected, an of- 
ficer of distinguished ability and known experience. The attention of 
Major-General Lumiey has Jatterly been much directed to the events 
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^'hieh have'been passing in and beyond the North- West Frontier, and we 
would suggest his name to your Excellency for first consideration. 

We have, &c., 

AucKnATO. 

W. W. Bird. 

W. Caskment. 

II. T. Prinsep. 

No. 45. — Mr. Maddock to Sir W. IL Macnaghtm^ Enmy and 
Mmister at the Court of Shah Shooja-^oohMoolk, 

Fort William, December 5^ 1841. 

Sm, — The latest accounts which have reached Government from Cabool, 
give information of the state of afikirs at tliat jdace up to the 9th ultimo, 
and notwithstanding the difficulties with which the British forces were 
then surrounded, the Governor- General in Council entertains sanguine 
hopes that, aided by the zeal and gallantry of the troops, you will have 
been enabled to suppress the insurrection, or at all events, to have seoured 
a supply of provisions for the army, whereby it may be secure in its posi- 
tions for the winter. 

2. So serious appear to be the difficulties wliich are to be encountered 
at Cabool, amid a hostile population, by a force cut off for several months 
from support by the impassable state of the roads in the winter season, 
that the Governor General in Council has felt compelled to take into his 
contemplation the possible occurreiic(» of still more serious disaster to 
our troops there, and to provide even for the contingency of our political 
influence in that quarter beuig for a time entirely subverted ; and tlie 
first duty of Government in issuing instructions suitable to such an event 
having been discharged, 1 am now directed to assure you that tlie 
Governor- General in Council will remain anxiously mindful of your 
position, and that every measure will be adopted, as tlie tenor of the 
information received may show to be necessary, of which tJie season will' 
admit, and which may be otlicnvise practicable, for afibrding relief to 
yourself and to the troops by whom you are accompanied, 

3. A strong and (‘omplete brigade has been ordered from India, and 
is now in progress to Peshawar, where it will be directed to act imme- 
diately in aid of Sir Robert Sale, who was by the last accounts posted at 
Jellalabad ; arid in the event of further operations being necessary in that 
quart^ his Lordship in Council has it in contemplation to Relieve the 
13th Bight Infantry and 35th Native Infantry by two fresh regiments ; 
and the movements of these or other corps, which may be dispatched to- 
wards Peshawur, will depend upon the events which may have occurred 
at Cabool, and upon the directions wliich you and General Elphinstone 
may think proper to issue. Copies of the instructions which have been 
issued by the Governor-General in Council to his Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, will be communicated confidentially, tlirough Mr. Clerk, 
to Captain Mackeson, and you will be inforified of their purport throu^ 
him as opportunity my require and admit i but m every event you m^ 
depend on the desire and determination of the Governor-General in Coun- 
cil to afford all possible succour to your position, an<l you will have com- 
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plete and timely information of the political views of his Lordship in 
Council, under any charge of circumstances which may arise. 

4. Major-General Nott will, of course, have been anxious to give you 
every assistance in his power from the troops at Candahar, and it would 
be a source of much satisfaction to the Government to know that he has 
felt hiiTfself able to detach with a reasonable prospect of safety at a season 
in which, ordinarily, many difficulties may be expected, any effective por- 
tion of those troops towards Cabool. 

5, The remarks or directions of Governmei ; must now be limited to 
the points which have here been notice<l. We have only for the present 
to trust to an overruling Providence, and to the energy and perseverance 
of our gallant troops, for tlie maintenance of the power and safety of 
our arms. 

I have, he, 

T. IT. Maddock, • 
Secretary to the Government of India. 


No. 46. — Mr. Maddock to Mr. Clerk. 

Fort WilUa7n^ December 5, 1 84 1. 

Sir, — In continuation of my letter of the 8rd instant I arn directed 
to forward, for your information and guidance, tlie inclosed copies of 
letters this day addressed to the Cominaiuler-in-Chief and Sir William 
Macnaghten, and to draw your particular attention to the third para- 
graph of the latter document. 

2. The original dispatch for Sir William Macnaghten accompanies, 
and you are requested to take such means of forwarding it as you may 
consider best calculated to ensure its safe delivery. 

I have, 8tc., 

T. n. Maddock, 

Secretary to the Government of India. 


No. 47. — Captain Mackeson to Sir IV. 11. Macnaykten, 

Futteghuf\ November 20, 1841. 

Sir, — The country between Peshawur and Gundamuck continued 
quiet up to the time of Captain Burn’s Afreedecs and Lieutenant 
Dowson’s Janbaz abandoning the cantonment there. When the 
Gundamuck cantonment had been burnt the whole country rose at once, 
and our posts were attacked on all sides. Captain Ferris’s cantonment 
was attacked on the night of the 13th. He repulsed the assailants, and 
then withdrew into the cantonment fort, lie had a garrison of 250 
men, Eusufzyes, and one gun ; but, running short of ammunition, he was 
compelled to abandon the fort on the 16th, and cutting his way through 
tjje surrounding Ooloos at night, with the loss of fifteen men, he reached 
Lalpura in safety, and is now lOn his way to Peshawur. Captain Ferris 
had recalled the posts at Landi Khana and Haft Chah, in Khyber, to his 
assistance, and their leaving the pass was the signal for disturbance 
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tlicre. A Kafila was plundered by the Shinwaris, and the huts of tlie 
Sepoys at Laridi Khana^ and some bhoosa set fire to. The Zukha KliaU 
tribe of Gharri Lala Beg; came and plundered the bazaar below Ali 
Mnsjid, and attacked the ibrt. The Afreedees of Captain Burn’s corps, 
wlio had fled from Gundamiick, reached Tira, and spread the report that 
all the Europeans at Cabool had been murdered and cut up. Hundreds 
after Imndreds came down to Khyber from Tira, bent on rapine and 
plunder : an<l from tli(‘ IGtli to the ]9t]i Ali , Musjid was invested, and 
the garrison, consist of Mr. Mac.kesori, and IdO Eusufzyes, badly 
armed, W(T(‘ ()f»j>osed to 1000 or 2000 Alretidei^s. At the coiumencement 
a burj of tiie fort was blown up by the explosion of some gunpowder, 
and about sjxtc<nt nn'h of the garrison killed and wounded, with Muhshis. 
On the o\ei?if:g of t(ie ISth the Afr(‘edecs' l ad succeeded in cutting off 
iVoin the g:uTlso»» all access to tlie %vater, and had taken possession of 
Mr. M;n k(‘s(jn’s house, built on the plath>rm of the hill, n^early as high 
as the fort, and kc})t a galling fir<* from it on tlie fort. They also 
made two or thn'C assaidts on the gal(\ t>r door-way <»f lliC fort, but were 
n^piilsod, leaving about thirty dead on the ground. iMr, .Maekeson and 
tlie men with liim did tluar duty well, and though the 31aliks frequently 
< offered ])im and his men safe-conduct to Peshaunr. and they had little 
]M)p(* of succour, they rcMuaiiKHl staunch. From tlK‘ com met] cement of 
the attack I was in comninnictition with the Afreed(ie 3FaIiks, who 
disclaimed all participation in it, but saiii they were unable to control 
tijc Ooloos, who had risen tip as one man ; and now tliat men had been 
killed on both sides it would be very difficult to put matters right. 1 
threatened them with the army of the Sikijs at Peshawur, and on the 9th 
w'dil out wdtli General Avllabile to Jamrud, with dOO or 400 horsemen 
and the Ooloos of iVshawur. I also dispatched Abul Rahim Khan 
Mai izai, with 1500 rupees, to the MaliLs. to enable them to dismiss the 
Tira Ooloos, and witlnlraw them from near the fort. This the Maliks 
succeeded in doing on tlie afternoon of tiie 19th. The water of the 
garrison w^as released, and the men wlio had possession of Mr. 
Ma<*kesoii’s h(/use withdrawn to below the hill. The Afreedees also 
askeni permission to carry off t]i«‘ir dead, which >vas granted. On tlie 
morning of the 20tli, iir' most of the sup])lies of the garrison had been 
plundered witli th(» bazaar, T sent fifty bullocks, laden with sup])lies, to 
liie Maliks, and told them if they scut them to the fort I would btdievo 
ill their profession of friendship. They sent the supplies, and have 
1‘e- established tlieij* (jliokis on the road, and the fort has most fortunately 
been as yet prcsiTved to us. I am now sending in supplies to it, and as 
soon as the crowd lias had time to disperse shall increase the garrison 
to (iOO men. 

The Afreedee Maliks are to restore the property the tribes have 
plundered, and have sworn to serve us as they have hitherto done, and 
to keep the road open so long as a Feringee remains alive at Cabool. 
They may keep their promise of serving us, unless any fresh disaster 
occur to our troops at Cabool before succour^ can arrive. TIu' tri-e 
talk of Shah Haidur, the King of Islam, and war with the Kafirs. The 
Maliks care nothing either for Shah Shooja, or Shah Zeman, or his son, 
or Islam. They are waiting to see if we are equal to the present contest. 
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us even to a King of Islam, because they , know that no one can pay 
them so highly as we do. Should our troops at Cabool be overpowered 
we cannot expect to hold the pass one day. The Afreedees have reports 
that the garrison at Ghuznee has been cut oflP to a man ; that Candahar 
and Beloochistaii are up in arms. The whole country has risen against 
us, and is looking towards Cabool, — we have no friends. Turebaz 
Khan,, of Lalpura, a chief of our own creation, is an exception ; for 
to what place could Captain Ferris, with his family and handful of 
soldiers, have directed his steps, had he not felt confident of the recep- 
tion he would meet with from Turebaz Khan ? 

It is the general opinion, among Afighans, that if our troops should 
be overpowered at Cabool, we shall see Shah Shooja a second time 
crowned as King of the Afighans and of Islam. 

Captain Ferris was compelled to leave all his baggage behind at the 
fort at Pesh Beliak ; and I regret to say, 38,000 rupees of Government 
money which he had under his charge, belonging to *the Peshawur 
treasury. The whole investment of a Parsee merchant, some eighteen 
camel-loads, has also fallen into the hands of Ooloos. 

J have, kc.y 

F. Mackuson, 
Political Agent. 

No. 48. — Captain Macheson to Mr. Clerk. 

Jallighur^ November 21, 1841. 

Sir, — I have the honor to inclose for your information, and that of the 
Secretary to the Government of India, the copy of a letter addressed by 
me to the Envoy and Minister on the 20th instant. 

This morning, by a letter from Jellalabad, I learn that an engagement 
took place betweem our troops and the rebels at Cabool on the llth in- 
stant, in which our troops were completely victorious, and recaptured from 
the enemy the two guns taken in the city. A prospect appeared of their 
being able to gain over the Ghilzies, and thus break the confederacy against 
us. The troops at Jellalabad^ after defeating the Ooloos on the 1/5 th in- 
stant, had placed the city in a state of defence, got in supplies from the 
country, and were quite safe. They expected another attack on the 20th 
(yesterday), but were quite confident as to the result. 

The Afredees are still hovering around Ali Musjid, and the Maliks 
apparently unable to keep them off, or probably unwilling. Until they 
are dispersed I canrmt send more ammunition or provisions through the 
pass. The 1 00 maunds of powder and lead I first sent have, 1 hope, 
reached Jellalabad. 

The whole country appears to have arisen, but we have no certain in- 
telligence from Candahar, Ghuznee, or Beloochistan. We shall require 
a large force to put thing^ to rights again. A large army should be sta- 
tioned at Cabool, another at Peshawur, another at Candahar, and our 
troops should not again be dispersed in small detachments, as hitherto, 
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but wherever a disturbance arises bear with all force on one point, and 
make a severe example of any exciters of rebellion. 

- I have, &o., 

F. Mackbsox, 
Political Agent 

No. '49*— Captain Fei^risy Comvianding Jczailchee Corps^ to Cap-^ 

tain Lawrence, 

• . •' Peshawurj Novefnber 22, 1841. 

Sm, — I have the honor to report, for the information of Sir William H, 

’Slacnaghton, Envoy and Minister»at the Court of Shah Sliooja-ool-Moolk, 
that on the- night of the 13th instant, about 10 p. m., an attack was made 
on my post by a party consisting of six horsemen and about 120 foot, 
which were driven back after some sharp firing by the outlying picquet ; 
our only casualty was one troop horse of the 5 th Cavalry, shot through 
the neck*. 

On the morning of •the 14tli instant I deemed it expedient to move 
into the fort, and was occupied during the greater part of the day in 
filling up a very large breach in the curtain in the north side of the fort, 
and making bauquettes and loop-holes for the men ''to fire' through, in 
which I was most ably assisted by my Adjutant, Lieutenant Lukin. At 
about 3 in the afternoon the enemy came down in great force from the 
direction of the Goolar Forts, and made an attempt to enter the canton- 
ment. I immediately ordered out a sallying party of a detachment of 
5tli Cavalry, consisting of one havildar, one naick, and troopers, support- 
ed by one company of Jezailchees, and succeeded in driving the enemy 
back to their forts. This movement was executed entirely to my satisfac- 
tion ; and I have great pleasure in recording the gallant behaviour of the 
small detachment of cavalry, as well as the steadiness of the company 
who supported them. The casualties were, one trooper killed, three 
Jezailchees wounded, and three horses wounded. Towards evening the 
fort was completely surrounded, and during the night the enemy succeed- 
ed in occupying the officers’ bungalows and the lines, and kept up a 
heavy fire ; tlie firing on our side continued throughout the night, and 
a number of the enemy were killed. On the morning of the 15th instant 
the Goolar people were joined by the Shinwaries of Deh Surroah Siingoo 
Khail, Beshbilgees, . and a numerous body of Koochies, amounting to 
upwards of 5000 men. The firing from the fort continued the whole of 
the day and throughout the night. I this day got the 6-pounder in 
position on one of the centre bastions, and fired several rounds of grape 
and round shots, by which a number of the enemy were destroyed, and 
thdr advance on that side of the fort checked. 

* Strength of the party in Fort. Captain Ferris, commanding Jczailchee corps ; 

Dr. Kitchie; Lieutenant and Adjutant Lukin ; Captain ‘'Ponsenby, Assistant Adju- 
tant-General j Dr. Stiven, Superintendihg Surgeon ; Lieutenant Harington, 5th 
Light Cavalry ; 1 Natiye Adjutant ^ 4’ Jemadars *, 4 Naib ditto; 12 Hayildars 
17 Nalcks ; 249# Sepoys; (including 1 Havildar, 5 Cavalry, 1 Naick, 20. 

Troopers. ' 

• H 2 
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Oti th^ morning of the 16th the enemy increased in nuiBber 8|‘ jciid 
towards evening large bodies of men were sfeeti coming from tiie direct 
tion of Jellalabad to join them. Itaving nd '^ospect of relief from any 
quarter, and Lieutenant and Adjutant Liikin*lm\ing reported to me that 
the ammunition was only sufficient for the day, I attempted to treat 
with the insurgent chief, but failed, with tlie exception of one Meer 
Aflfghan, who withdrew with a portion of the Shinwaries ; towards even- 
ing, our defenceless position having become known to our men, from the 
failure of ammunition, they became disheartened, and many made 
preparations for throwing themselves over the walls, five of whom did 
and were fortunately cut up by the enemy, which evidently deterred 
many others from following their examples. Prior to this, I had^endear 
voured to open a communication with ^Captain Mackeson and Captmn 
Macgregor, as well as with Tiiribaz Khan, Kalid Khan, and other 
of influence, who I thought might have rendered me assistance, and had 
also sent off orders for two companies of Shahzada’s Levies, stationed at 
the posts of Haftchah* and Lundikhana, to reinforce my i^st, but trom 
the state the country was in 1 conclude my cossids never could have 
reached their destinations. The enemy had now. been in possession ot 
the officer’s bungalows, Adjutant’s office, men’s lines, and liospital, (w iic r 
closely adjoin the fort) for two days, and as tlie strength of m} cle a( i- 
ment would not admit of my sending out pjirties to dislodge thein, they 
had succeeded in throwing up loop-holed defences on the roots ot the 
houses, so as partly to command the north and west walls. 

At this crisis I called a meeting of the European and Native omcers, 
(Lieutenant Harington, 5th Calvalry, was unable to attend, being seri- 
ously ill from a severe bilious attack and too weak to leave his 
laid before them the desperate state we wei*e in, and it was resolVet la 
at dusk we should make an attempt to cut out way through the 
leaving the treasure and all publice and private property lieliiiid us. e, 
had no means of conveyance, and our passage from the gat(^way t irottg i 
the lines being strongly occupied by the enemy, it being a pemt of lioiiour 
amongst the Affghans to sacrifice everything for the safety of their zuna-^ 
nas, the few spare horses, the property of the officers, were given up oi 
this purpose. Accordingly at dusk, the time the enemy s lire usually 
slackened, I formed my men in columns, the women in the centre, the 
rear protected by the detachment of oth Light Cavalry, the defences t lat 
we had built at the gate were thrown down and the gate opened 
men then moved forward, and on our arriving at the ditch ot the 
cantonment the enemy opened a heavy fire on us, l>y winch three 
troopers and two horses were killed, one trooper wounded, and lour- 
teen Jozailchees killed or missing, my hori^c wounded, twenty Jezailchees 
wounded, the camp followers also suffered severely. On reaching the 
plain I detached a company to the rear to check any advance that might 
be made by the enemy, this they effectually did, and with the exception 
of being fired on by one fort we were not molested until we arrived at 
the pass which turns Ilazaj* No, ' when a party of forty men attached our 

♦ Captain Ferris’s orders reached, and the withdrawal of these companies brought 
the Afreedees down upon Ali Musjid. ^ 


F. Mackkson. 
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rear, but were beaten off by the rear-guard. No further iiiterraption 
occurred, and we reached Girdia about three on the morning ofjtbe 17 th 
instant, where we met Urn Mohmund Chief Turibaz Kbah. Although our 
loss has been severe, I attribute the safety of the party to the eagerness 
which the enemy evinced to enter and plunder the fort in our rear. At 
day-break we marched for Lalpura under the escort of Turibaz Khan* 
Arrangements were here made by the Chief, to whom a promise of 3000 
rupees was given by me if he would assist the detachment in reaching 
Peshawur, as he assured me it was unsafe our remaining at Lalpura in 
consequenpe of his tribe being in a most unsettled state ; accordingly in 
the afternoon of the 18th instant we left under charge of his nephew 
^Hyder Khan and gOO Molimands, who conveyed us in safety, through the 
Tatara Pass (as the Khyber was closed) and reached Peshawur on the 
morning of the 2 1 st instant. 

I have every reason to suppose," that the quantity of treasure (about 
38,000 rupees,) known to be in the fort together witli a large and valuable 
investment belonging to a Parsee merchant, stores for Sir William 
Macnaghten, Bart, and Major Pottinger, and that of the other ofHcers, 
.acted as a considerable incentive to the exertions of the enemy, and tend- 
ed to swell their numbers. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to bring to the notice of the Envoy the 
valuable assistance I received, on every occasion, from my Adjutant, 
Lieutenant Lukin, throughout this affair, as also from Mr. Assistant 
Surgeon Ritchie : their exertions were beyond all praise. Captain Pon- 
sonby, Assistant-Adjutant General, and Dr, Stiven, Superintending 
Surgeon, both rendered me great assistance. I regret that Lieutenant 
Harington’s health was such, that he was unable to leave his bed. Tt> 
Alii Wardir, my native Adjutant, the native officers and men, all did 
their duty most nobly on this most trying occasion, and are deserving of 
every confidence. 

I have, &C;, 

Jos. Fereis. 


No. 50. — Caj)tai7i Ferris to Captain Mackeson. 

* Peshawur^ November 2S, \S4i\ . 

SiE, — Inclosed I have the honor to forward you my dispatch to the acl^ 
dress of Captain Lawreftice, Military Secretar}^, which after perusal, I shall 
feci obliged if you can possibly forward it by cossid to Jcllalabad. 

Having made a promise of 3000 rupees to Taribaz Khan, for his safe- 
escort across the hills to Peshawur, I have the honor to request this sum 
may be disbursed from your treasury, pending the sanction of Government, 
In addition to this sum, Compa^iy’s rupees 240 was paid by me as subsis- 
tence-money to the Mohmund escort. 

I have, &c., 

J. Ferris. 
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No. .51. — Captain Macheson to- Mr. Madioeh 

November %% 1841. 

SiB, — I have the honour to forward, for the information of Govern- 
ment, a copy of a report received from Captain Ferris, Comnaanding 
‘ Jazailchee Corps, on the 23rd instant. 

Simultaneously with this report I received letters from Turibaz Khan, 
Chief of the Mohniutids, informing me that Saadiit Khan, Ex-Chief of the 
Mohmiinds, was adN'anciiig on Lalpura, Vith 1000 men, to attack him. 
It occurred to me that a sum of money might at this crisis be of great 
service to/Puribaz Khan. I therefore did not hesitate to advance to him 
the 3000 rupees, promised to him by the officers who accompanied Cap-^ 
’ taii> Ferris’s detachment to Fesha«vur^n the guarantee*' of those officers, 
pending the sanction of Government. 

By letter from Jellalahad of the 21st instant, and from Cabool of the 
14th instant, it would ap}»ear that our troops at both these places continue 
to bedn a most critical position. It is, however, confidently reported at 
Peshawur that either on the IGth, the day of Eed, or one day afterwards 
our troops at Cabool obtained a decided victory over the rebels ; that^ 
many of tbeir leaders had fled, leaving their families behind at Cabool, 
and that many had come in to Sir William Macnagliten, and that our 
troojis had possc.^^sion of the city of Cabool. 

We are still Avithout positive information as to the movers of this 
rebellion. The p(‘rsons first pointed out in the letters from Cabool 
were Abbulla Klian Achakzai, Moola Moiiim, and Sikander Khan 
Ghilzais. These persons were no friends to the Sullogaishut Mir Afzul,^ 
who fled from Cabool. Mir Ahmed and one or twx> others w’'ere 
people in the confidence of Shah Shooja. Firmans, bearing the signa- 
ture of Sfiah Zaman, are said to be circulating in Bajore, Koonar, 

. Kashgar, Baneer, Suat and the Eusofzai territory, calling on the tribes 
to rise and join the sons of Shall Zaman at Jellalahad. These may be* 
forgeries, circulated by some needy Affghan, who lives upon his wuts. 
From the tenor of the last native Akhbars at Peshawar, the Barukzais, 
Nawab Mahomed Zaman Khan, and Nawab Jubbar Khan, ane pointed at 
a.s the great encouragers of disturbance at present. From whatever 
beginning it arose the insurrection has been general throughout the coun* 
try ; tlie population have not stopped to enquire in favour of whom they 
were rising, — it was sufficient that the t)bject in view was to rid them- 
selves of the Kafir yoke, — to expel the Feringees from Affglianistan. 

Should our troops hold their own at Cabool until succour reach them, 
matters may be with little difficulty restored tb tlieir former footing ; 
and should any misfortune occur to them, either from a scarcity of pro- 
visions or dther cause, it will require an overwhdming forc6 to retrieve 
' our lost ground. Such is the excitement' among Affgharis, that those 
who have reputation for discernment ventttre to pronounce that the fate 
of the British Empire in India depends on the issue of the contest at 
Cabool. It is profitless to speculate on events on which*our information 
is so defective ; but if it shohld appear that -the Sullozais, have been the 
instigators of this insurrection, and the keeping a large array f!i AffeVan- 
istan be too great a drain on the resources of India, to be continued as a 
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permanent mea$ure,. much might be done, after force h^ais had its effect pi 
subduing opposition? by putting forward again , Amir Dost Mahomed 
Khan, and merely leaving with him a representative of the j^itish Go- 
vernment,' as a pledge rf our support when ii might be needed. > , 

I inclose a copy ^f two Persian Akhbars, which will sliow the natui’e 
of the rumours prevailing at Peshawur, 

I have, &c., 

F. Mackeson, 
Political Agent 

P.S. — Since writing the above intelligence has reached me of Saailut 
Khan having attacked Lalpura, and having been defeated by Taribaz 
Khan. 


No. 52. — Afr. Clerk to AIi\ Aladdock. 

• November 27, 1841. 

Sir, — I have the honor to inform you that the 30th and o3rd Regi- 
ments Native Infantry, w'ith convoy as below, crossed the Sutlej this day, 
in progress to Peshawur : — 

, Colonel Wild, 30th Regiment, in command ; Commandant Clieyt Sing 
Sikh Motuinraud ; Sheikh Sadut-oolla, British Do. 


30th Regiment Native Infantry 

. . . 

. 1,008 

53rd ditto dit;Jo 

, 

. . 1,045 

Total Soldiers 


. 2,053 

Officers • , . 

. . 

. . 49 

Followers , . , 


860 

Baggage Camels . ; 

. . . . 

. . 599 

Coininissariat ditto 

. 

650 

Ordnance Stores ditto I 


. . 71 

Horses and Ponies 

. * 

150 


The Ordnance gtores are the annual indents of the 5th Light Cavalry, 
Her Majesty’s 44th Regiment, 5tii and 54tli Native Infantry. 

The 60th llcgiment crossed on 20th instant — mustered 1044 men and 
1 4 Officers. » 

I have, &c., 

Georoe Clerk. 

Agent to the Governor^ General. 
No. 53. — Mr, Clerk to Mr, Maddock, 

. ' November 27, 1841. 

• Sir, — I have the honor to transmit cqpy, with an English translation, 
of a letter from Maha Raja Shere Sing, in reply to my letter to His 
Highness, of the 19th ultimo, a copy of a tratisktiou of which accom- 
panied my letter to your address, of the c20tli ultimo, relative to the 
withdrawal of Viaeer Zorawur Sing to Ladakh. 

2. Race Kisheii Chund waited upon me this morning, and read tb me 
a Perwannah addressed to him from the JMahu Raja, dirccling him fo 
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state to itie that Tiis Highness, hearing of the rebellio!; of the tribes ar* 
round Cabool and Jellalabad, had dispatched Race Kelsaree Sing with 
four battalions, 2000 horse, and six guns, with a good deal of ammuni- 
tion ; and that Keisree Sing has been directed to proceed by forced 
niarches, and to perform whatever Captain Maekeson and General 
Avitabile, may, after consultation, require him to undertake. 

• I have, &c., , 

George Clery, 

• ' Agent to the Governor^ Genei'aL 


No. 54. — Mr. (IMi to Major-General Boijdy eommanillnr) the 
Sir hind Dlvisioiiy KurnauL 

November 27 i I84L 

Sir, — Though I have not yet heard that any artillery is ordered up to 
this frontier, 1 would beg leave to recommend, in anticipation of the 
speedy arrival of reinforcements so necessary on the Sutlej, that some 
artillery should move forward from hence. 

2. 1 shall transmit a copy of this letter to Lieutenant-Colonel Wild, 
in case he may think proper to halt one of the regiments under his com- 
mand, until the arrival of sucli artillery as you consider can best be spared 
from Loodiana or Ferozepore ; but the latter is, I believe, for want of 
horses, incapable of moving, and this leaves an insufficiency for the due 
protection of this border, during an unsettled state of parties at Lahore. 

3. Though Captain Mackeson made no application for artillery, I 
called upon the Sikh Government to send some guns to Peshawar ; and I 
am apprised that six have been dispatched from the nearest Sikh force to 
be placed at the disposal of that officer. 

I have, &c., 

George Clerk, 
Agent to the Governor’- General. 


No. 55. — Mr. Clerk to Captain Mackeson. 

' November 27^ \%^\. 

SiK,— The 

Durbar apprizes me that it has sent off ammuni- 
tion direct to Pesnaw besides warning Koonwur Purtaub' Singh, and 
Ilaiah Goolaub Sing , Iluzara county, to comply with your 

requisitions. 

2. If money wdl securt^ price, convey to General 

Sale’s force, through of the tribes, with whom you may think it 

best to negotiate ®,d^^^very, whatever ammunition you obtain either 
from General Avitabile, oj, Colonel TuUoch’s advance party. 

I have, &c., 

G. Clerk, 

Agent to the Govern or'- General. 
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No/ 56. — Limtenani- Colonel Tullochy commanding the Convoy y to 

Mr. Clerk 

Buna Moltarjan^ November 2 /, 1841 . 

Stu, — I have the^ honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
23rd instant, recommending the immediate dispatch to Peshawur of the 
ammunition under my eJiarge. In reply, J beg to inform you tliat Lieu- 
tenant Liptrot, of the Srd- Irregular Cavalry, will proceed to-morrow 
morning towards Peshawiir, in charge of those stores, which he will 
deliver over to tlie escort that may be dispatched by Captain Mackeson, 
AssisPaiit Political Agent, to receive charge of lliem. 

Lieutenant Liptrot will then proceed with his Rissalah, by easy stages, 
to Peshawar. 

I have, &c., 

J. Tulxoch/ 

No. 57 . — Lie ate H nut- Colon el Tiillock to Mr. Clerk 

Camp^ Parehwalla^ December 3 , 1 84 1 . 

Sir, — I have the honor to report the arrival, at this place, in progress 
to Afrghanistan, of tlie detachment under my command, as noted below. 
It may be projier to add tliat we were detained by heavy rain, at Noee 
Wallah, on the 1st instant. 

4tli Company 6th Battalion, Artillery; 60th Regiment Native Infantry. 

5th Company Sappers and Miners. ,64lh ditto ditto., 

1 liave, &c; 

J. TtJLLOCH. 


No. 58. — Mr. Clerk to Major-Genvrul Boyd. 

Loodiana^ December 2^ 1841 . 

Sir, — I having had the honor to rc^ceive frean the Acting Adjutant-Ge- 
neral of the army, a statement of tJie reinforcements wliich his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief has ordered to be put in motion for the purpose 
of forcing the Kliyber, I beg leave to state to you, that 1 would not now 
wisli that tlie 3rd troop, 2iid brigade, Horse Artillery, should move from 
the British frontier, on my requisition ; though I do not propose, in con- 
sequence of this information, to request Lieutenant- Colonel Rich to recal 
the order for the intended march hence of that troop to-morrow, in pro- 
gress to Ferozepore. 

I have, &c., 

G. Clerk, 

Age7it to the Governor'^ Geiicrql, 

No. 59, — Cajdabt Maekeson to Mr. Maddock. 

Fattehghur^ November 2^ y 1841. 

Sir, — Our last letters from Cabool date on the 14th instant, and from 
d(illalllbad'*the 21st instant. Since then we have a rumour very prevalent 

J 
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nt Pushnwtir, that onr troops at Cabool gained a coii?i|>lete victory over tli^ 
rebels on the 16th or Another rinnour also prevails, that the Ko- 

hulies had managed to conduct water so m to flood the cantonments near 
the Bagh-i-shnb, and that the scarcity of grain at Cabool was such, that 
not only onr troops, but the people of the city also, were likely to sulTer 
frotn it during the cold season. At Jclhdabnd also grain is every dear 
and scarce. Our tro(>]>s at Cabool and Jollalabnd are said to be in no 
danger from the attacks of the hostile (Xoloos, who now cease to come 
near them in very large b()dii\s : but their position irnist still ho consider- 
ed as imminently critical with retevence to the want of provisions and the 
roads continuing int(’rru[)t(Mi. ]SIt‘ith('r liave we any iiitelligonc(‘ from 
C’andaliar beyond a rumour, that the rising has bc(‘n as general thor.^ as 
in this part of tlie count ry. 

2, The Peshawiir territtuy will snp]>Iy provisions ; but without a large 

force to keep open <uir coininunications. these ]m)visions cannot reach 
Cabool or Jellalabad. l^he brigade of native troops now on its way frojn 
Ferozepore and Loodiuna, incumbered as it is with 8 laes of treasure 
and commissariat stores, can do little. TJic Ivlivlxu’ J^a.ss has been closed 
for tlie last 10 days. All Miisjld, which will be of vital iuiportaiice to \i% in 
forcing the [)ass, still remains iirour possessioii, and we sliall endeavour to 
keep it, till our troops arrive, at all hazards ; but the insurrecuon hasbeenso 
general, !Iiat the Afrecdee tribes are uot to bo contrrdled by the Maliks, 
and we can })lace no d('peiidcnce on them. When tlie brigade arrives at 
Peshawar, 1 purpose to leave most of tlie treasure at Peshawur ; and 
such stores and ammunitiou ns are necessary to tlie tr(>o]).s at Jellalabad 
can be sent by tlie Sittaree Road, whi)(‘ tlie brigtide will tak(' only its own 
baggage, and march througli tiie Klyber to Jellalabad. One regiment 
of Native Itifantry and ('aplain Ferri»i Jezailcliee corjjs might sufhee to 
garrison Jellaial^cid, wliilsl rhr(‘e Native regiments ami one regiment of 
Europeans ])rocrod to the nTcf'cT the troo'ps at Cabool. "J’his will, imw- 
ever, only be a partial We shall ro<|u ire a, larger liody of troops 

to restore matters to tlu'ir tormer statK and tla* more troo)>s are neeessary 
because the army must lie unduly saurplied with provisions from this side 
of Kliyb<T, and onr cemnumicetions m;;st be kept open at all risk. 

3. The ne{(‘ssitY of sending ni> e.n o\ er]>owering force must la* obvious 
when it is rf iu(‘mb(T('d th.'it the wiieic popnlaiion, with oxc('])titm to tlu' 
Tajik cultivators, has risen against us. At the a])prbaeh of our troops 
thuY will all A\it!Hir:iw thrir ic.mil'cs from the villages in tiie ]daius, and if 
we have a small force we slrdl have to hglit our way against the whole 
ariT'e<l jieople, but if our st rengili is jml ibrtli in full vigour, tin* ]U‘0)de 
of the country, seeing tise hu])e]c ssness of resistance, will by degrees 
renew their iiitcreourse v»itli us, and return to their villages. 

4 To keep uj) our comm vulciititms througli Candaliar, 'a large force 
will be necessary, but tlie same force will cmilde us to obtain a command 
of the passwhicli it w ill uot be in tli<» power of the Afreedees again to 
disturb. Tov/ers require to be built at regular intervals from the east- 
ern entrance of the }>ass to Ali Musjid, and a strong mud fort ikust 
be constructed at tlie top*of the Landi Khana Pass near Lohargi, where 
we lm^'c sunk wells, 'i'lie j>resent system of paying tlie Afreedees has 
been found not to answ^er at the time of rieedv neither have hostages been 
found cd' use to iis. I'iio sons and brothers of tiie Maliks of the Gakhji- 
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fceeil and Sepai tribt? were with me, and the Gakhahheil tribe were the 
nrst to attack Aii Musjid. The son of the Mahomed chief Saadat Khau 
was with me, and his father. led a force against La^}>iira, . When we have 
posts built in the pass that can be held, we may, to a limited extent, pay 
the tribes and take liostagt^s from them with more success. 

d. It is fair to observe that the Afreedee Maliks have not hitiierto 
willingl}* acted against us. The first disturbance in the Khyber was 
caused by Captain Ferris’ \\dtlidrawal of llie po.^is at Lroidi Kl.ana and 
IJaftclial). The ()oloos pmteeded to invest Ali rdiisjid and had cut off 
I lie water, and but for the active inteife retie e of the iVtaliks on my 
reinoiistrances and threats, miglit soon have go! possession of th<? fort. 
The Afroedees wlio tied from Cundamuck s})rea(l r(‘ports in Tira that 
all the Feriiigees had been inurd(ircd at Cabool ; the Ooloos of/j’ira rose 
as one man and came into the pass. Jt has been witli much dilliindfv 
that the Maliks have saec(‘eded in disjiershig this midtitude. The Maliks 
wish to preserve their aflowamres, but the trilxis are decidedly hostile Ic.* 
lis. TJieir Moollas are preaching against us, and the [>o])idar feeling is 
too strong for the Maliks to oppose or restrain. Tlie Maliks are now 
looking anxiously towards (hibool ; shoidd our troops lie successful there 
tlic pass wiil be again open, but so long as the issue; of events remairis 
doubtful we cannot trust tiie Afivedeivs. Thti system, tlierefoi’e, of’ 
jiaying the Maliks is found not to answer. I^reauwhilo I havx; made 
feraperat*}' arrangoineiits with the Mor>!Ia Goris for op.ening the Tatara 
road, 0 ,iid I have no doubt of our being abh* to ns(‘ tlie Ali Ivhana road 
which is practicable for artillery, should the Khyber continue closfd. 

1 also expert that* the opening of the Tatara Koad wull liave muuli 
etiect on th<» AiVeodees. 

(}. Major-Cioneral Sale has sent urgent reijnisitions on me for ara- 
muiiitio’), supplies, and tn^nsru’e. All these can be supplied from 
Peshawur, but tlena' is risk of their falling into the hands of tlie emm /. 

I have ai»pli<‘d to Gen(?ral Avitabile for 200 Allglaui horsemen, wlmse 
families are at Fi^sliawur ; and with the assistanee of these, and that I eau 
raise my.s{?lf. and the liorsemeni of tiu? Mahomed chief Turihaz Khan 'at 
Lalpura, and 400 Eusolzyes, I hopo to be able to forwaril ammunition to 
delhvlabad. if not by Khyber by the Tatara road. 

7. Some days aft(T receiving intelligeiiee of the erit ieal position of 
our troo])s ::l C>c5bool and Jeilalabad, 1 called on tlie Sikh authorities here 
to fjiriiisli me with 6000 men to liiarcli on Jeilalabad, being certain that 
they had them not to furnish. Geiu ral Avitabile replied to the effeel 
t}»at thej c were few troojis at Feshawur, and that he required them all for 
the protection of the Peshawur territory. 

I have, 

F. Macivkson, Poiiiiml AgeriL 
No. 60 .— A/r. Chrk to Mr. Maddovk, 

4, 1 841 . 

Sir, — I have the honor to transmit a letter to your* address frouj 
Captain Maekeson, which that officer has enclosed to me for my inspec- 
tion. It has just reached me, and 1 forward it hence by express. 


*) 
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£ J have pointed out to Rao Gobind Jus, for eammmicBtm to the 
Sikh DurhiiTy the inability maiiifesteri by General Avitabih to comply 
immediately with Captain Mackeson’s requisition, for a force of 6,0()0 
men to penetrate to Jellalabad. Although I shall atail myself of this 
circumstance, in a letter which I propose to-day to address to the Maha- 
raja, indicating again the necessity for e\^ery exertion on the par;t of the 
Durbar, for a powerful co^opeitition with the British troops i^roce^ding 
to Peshawur, and for prompt attention to Captain Mackeson’s applica- 
tions «for escorts, supplies, and ammunition, I do not consider it to be 
necessary at present, in addressing the Mahanija, to advert more parti- 
cularly to the consequences, respecting the Treaty, of General ’A vita- 
bile’s being unprovided with the force called for by Captain Mackeson. 
The discussion of this subject now can answer no good purpose, i)ecause, 
since the long disregard of the terms of tlu^ Article respecting it, by the 
parties concerned, both A%hans and Sikhs, it cannot present to the 
British Government any difficulties in adjustment hereafter. 

I have, &e., 

G. Cr.KUK, 

Agent to the (rovernor- GetteraL 


No. 61. — Mr. Clerk to Captain Alrrmulrr, I'omimnd/np Srd troop 
2nd hripadc of llorsr Artdlrry, 

Decemher 4, 1841. 

Sni, — Having heard that it is possible the guns \yhicli his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Cliief has directed to move across flie frontier may 
not be ready to move so immediately as the passage across the Sutlej of 
your troop, now in progress to Ferozepore, may be efFe(‘te(l, I deem it to 
be advisable, adverting to the emergency of the occtision, to recommend 
that you, nevertheless, to proceed on," in anticipation of the sanction of his 
Excellency to your doing so by orders of the Major-General command- 
ing the division, issued at rny request, provided that you can do so 
without crippling the means of marching recpiisite for the arlillery which 
his Excellency has directed to be put in motion from the frontier, and 
which should follow as expeditiously as possible. 

I have, 8tc., 

G. Clerk. 

Agent to the G over General. 


No. 62. — Mr. Clerk to General Sir, J. Nieolls. 

December 7, 1841, 

Sir,— -I do myself the honor to inform your Excellency that in corise- ^ 
quence of my receiving your Excellency’s letter of the 2nd instant, 
prohibiting the advance of Horse Artillery as* a reinforcement to proceed 
to Atfghauistan, I liave apprised Captain Alexander, commanding the 3rd 
troop, 2nd brigade, now on its way to Ferozepore, and Major Iluisli, 
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commanding that staiion, that, tliey. are to consider the request made by 
me for the advance of that troop to be- withdrawn. 

2, In reply to the question contained in the 8th paragraph of your 
Excellency’s letter under acknowledgment, I beg leave, to state to your 
Excellency that I Itave offered no suggestions to the officer commanding 
the 60th and 64th; or to Lieutenant-Colonel Wild, either respecting the 
progress of those two regiments beyond Peshawur by themselves, or 
when they may be joined by the 30th and 53rd. 

I have, 8cc,, 

G. Clerk. 

Agent* to itic Governor- General. 


No. 63. — The Governor-- General of India in Council to Geiu^ral 
Sir Juniper Nicolls, 

Fort William^ Deccmher 15, 1841. 

Sir, — Upon reconsidering tlie latest intelligence which we have re- 
ceived, extending (though comprising no detailed particulars of facts) 
to the 1 8tli of ]Nh)vcmber from Cabool and to the 23rd of Novemixa* 
from Jelhilabad, and on a review of the large extent of available means 
which will be very shortly colhicted for the support of tranquillity witli- 
in our own luovinces, it has ap])ear<id to us likely, that on the discretion 
wdiich we requested your Excellency to exercise, in our dispatch of tlte 
5th instant, you will have determined to send on Her Majesty’s 9th Foot 
and a fifth native regiment to Peshawur, and to pla(;e Major-General 
Luinley in command of the force assembled on that frontiej. ^Fe beg 
to intimate to your Excellency, that if you should have come to that 
decision, it is one of which we would cordially approve. 

2. The objects of the force collected towards l\\sliawur . would, as be- 
fore stated to your Excellency, be mainly those of derrionstration and 
strength upon that part of tlie Affghan frontier ; but for these objects it 
may, as it seems to us on pur preserit4oformntion, be advisable to employ 
two effective brigades under an otticer of the high reputation and ability 
possessed by Major-General liumley. 

3. Should your Excellency have resolved to give effect to this arran- 
gement, we would commit to Major-General Lumley the political as well 
as military direction of ,pfoceedings within the tracts wherein he will have 
to act. The Political Agents, Caj)tain Maegregor and' Captain Makeson, 
will j)laee themselves in subordination to him, and will be guided by 
his orders. 

4. Your Excellency will cause a cojiy of this intimation to be sent to 
those officers by Mr. Clerk, if Major-General Lumley should proceed on 
this duty. 

5. We jshall hereafter communicate any detailed instructions whicJi it 
may seem desirable to send, to Major-General Lutnley, if so employed, 
but he will, in the first instance,* be guided hf the spirit of the disjiatches 
addressed to your Excellency on the 2nd, 3rd, and 5th instant. The 
safety of the troops under Sir Robert Sale will, of course, be the* nearest 
and most prominent object of his care ; and he will hold himself in sucii 



force towards tlic Ghilzic^ or other Passes leading in advance^ of Jellalabad 
to Cabool, (whirl) wiil be closed for the winter) as circumstances will 
admit. 

6. If there should be ifo longer a questioh of giving a support to the 
position of our troops at Cabool, and' the supply of a force in or in 
advance of tbe‘ Jellalabad Valley should be difficult and precarious, it 
will be for Major-General Luniley to decide whctlier it will be ex])^lient 
to remain in tl)at forward .{)ositiou,’ in dependence on the receipt of 
provisions and material from the Peshawmr territory, to the roads coiu- 
iiiuuicating witli it in liis rear. We should regard this as a matter to be 
regulated entirely by his military discretion, and on his knowledge of 
the present political ends which are eoiitemidated by the Government. 

We have, &c., 

Auckland , 

A7. W. IhiiD, 

Wm. Caslment, 

11. T. PllINCEP. 


No. 04, — Mr. AiathlurJi io thr Hrshlniia ai llt/derabad, Luchnou^ 
hi dor (\ ihr(dioi\ Naff pore., Nepal, Alf/fiore, and. Coinmiastouer or 
xi^ent io the Govcnior-driteral hi ilajpooUnia. 

Fort William^ Decemher It>, 1841. 

Sir, — In the j)resent state of affairs at Cabool and at other points in 
Aflghariistan, you may feel it to be of importaiiee that you should be 
a<a|uaiuted witli the pr<d>abl(* nuiiisures and intentions of thc^ Govcn’ii- 
ment, and t am aecordingly directed to inform you tliat tlie immediate 
objects of tlie Go>'ernoi‘-(jJeneral in Council are to gi>’e every [H’actieable 
sii])})ort to our troops across the Indus, aiid at the same time to maiutaiii 
tije exhibition of clear and concentrated strength wiihin our owai domi- 
nions. Measures hav<* been already taken for the advance of troops bi 
the diredioii of Peshawur and Jtllalabad, and for gathering our forces 
in ]) 0 WTrrul and eollectiHl bodies, along the line of the Sutlege and In- 
dus down to the sea, ami, beyond this, the public autlionties will, of 
course, be aware of the necessity of maintaining i‘or a time a systciu of 
niore lhaiyisual vigor and vigilance throughout India. 

2. It has been very satisfactiory tliat throughout the eoui-se of thf> 
lale cainjialgns we have* been able to rely, and that we. may no\v yet mon' 
confidently rely upon the concert and co-o])eration of the Govermmuit 
of Lahore. The union of the British and Sikh Governments jiromises, 
u\ider jiresent circumstances, to become yet more close than befmxs and 
the sincerity and notori(‘ty of that union will afford a most powcaiul 
guarantee for the traiKpiillity of India. 

3. It remains only tinit witliin our Indian territories and those of our 
dependent allies, we l>e watchful over every movement of mischief, that 
wo keep our forces in readiness for action, and be forward to rejiress de- 
cisively the least advances towards disorder. After a brief interval, 
when it is seen that our hand is prompt and powerful as liendofore, any 
tendency to agitation, wliicli may possibly, in certain situations, be the 
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first effect of our present difficulties in Affghanistaii, may be expected to 
subside.' 

4. In the event of further reverses in tliat country, 3-our language 
of course, still he oiu*. of calmness and confidence, such as is suited 
t(r the stability and vast variety of our resources, and whatever may be 
the future policy of the Goveniinent towards Afighariistan, you may rest 
assured that it is and will continue to be the firm resolution of his 
Loiuisliip in Council, to maintain unimpaired the nulitary strength of the 
Government in the territt>rics subject to your }»olitical control, as well as 
iu all other quarters of the empire. 

I), The Go\’t-rnor“Gci]eral in Connell has judged it right to (iommuni- 
cate to you thus luucli of the present ohjocts and policy of Government, 
and if any unportant change should lake phuaj whicl» it would j)e 
necessary for yo.i to .know, the same will be communicated for your 
information and for llie guidance of your conduct iu the duties eiitrust(‘d 
to your cl large. 

I have, tkc., 

T. IT. Haddock, 

Scci^eiitn/ to (he Co'ecnuiie)tt of Indio. 


No. 60. — M((Jar-Gcmral Sir /?. Sale to Major Crwgie. 

Jelhdaha(h Dcreriher 1, 1841. 

Sn?, — rl have to request that you will acquaint the Commaiidcr-i 11- 
Chief t!iat the oiu my coutimieto occupy a position amongst hills, at the 
(iistan(‘0 of about three miles from this place. I liavo reason tp beliovi? 
Iliat tlieir ])rescut iuuuIkts do. not exceed 2,000, and they have not 
\eiiturcd on any serious movement since tlie Hth ultimo. ]>aily,*how- 
cviT, they piisli forward parti(5S iu advau(‘.e, which dirc^ct a desultory fii*e 
of musejuetry iqioii tlic bastions and curtains to tiie north -west waril. 
From Cabool our direct latest intelligence is tlie letter of the 18th 
ultimo, from Hajor-Ceiu*ral Elphiiistone (copy of whieli v/as trans- 
mittod whih mine of tlic 21’*’: uliimo.) A. sjry, however, who 
visited the (mjcuiCs camp reports to us that tiny there describe the situ- 
ation of the Feringees at the capital as similar to our own in JellaJabad, 
meaning that tlicy are invested, sulqcci to petty attacks, and anxiousl'y^ 
awaiting reiiubrcenKmts and sup[»lies. We shall, indeed, be well pleased 
to hear tiiat their ])o,'atif>n is not inon? unfavorable than our own. 
Capftiin Maekcsoii writes iis, that he has continued to throw provisions 
iido Ali jMusjiil, and ex])cct» to be able to add a reinforcement . of 
Kusofzyes. l ie likewis<‘ informs us, that one Ilegimcnt of Native Infantry 
was to leave Foro/i^])ore on the 19th ultimo, •and anotlicr on the 20lij, 
and a third to march from Loodianah on the 2 1 st. We trust, if provi- 
sion can be obtained, tlnit both the force at Caibool, and at JeUalabad, 
Jury l>e enabled by God’s blessing, to maintain ourselves until the arrival 
of th.cse troops, should they be here early in January, but 1 must beg of 
you to make known explicitly to his ExceUeucy, my opinion that the 
crisis in Afiymnistan demands much larger reinforcements than this, and 
that Eui*opean Infantry and Dragoons oiiglit to form a part of it. i 
consider also the present artillery, in the eiistern part of the country. 
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via., two batteries, to be insufficient ; I would recommeiid that a third 
be added without delay, which ought to consist of 9-poundef8. I would 
also remind you that the whole of the camp equipage of the force now 
under my coinraand, with the exception of the hospital tents, and one 
single Sepoy pall of the 3/5t}i Regiment, has been destroyed, having bedn 
left in charge of the irregulars at Gundamuck, whose defection has 
been already reported. If also it be the intention of Government to subju- 
gate the provinces now in a state of universal revolt, it is to be remarked, 
that there are^ in this, immediate vicinity, besides the strong place of 
Lughman,- other forts which cannot be breached without the aid of siege 
artillery, or reduced without a complete engineer establishment, guided by 
the most skilful officers. * 

I take this opportunity to annex a return of my force.* 

I have, &c., 

R. SAL^i, 

No, 66. — Major^Gmeral Sir R. Sale to Major Craigie. 

Jcllalahad, December 2, 1841. 

Sib, — I have to request the favor of your informing the Commauder- 
in-Chief, that the enemy, who had for some days annoyed my garrison, by 
vsendiiig forward partk^K to open a desiiltory fire on our soldiers labouring 
on the works, appeared in force yesterday morning, closely environed tlie 
northern and western faces, and partially surrounded the whole place. 
A desire, under present circumstances, to reserve our ammunition, would, 
perhaps, have induced me to tolerate this audacity somewhat longer ; but 
as these continued attacks had at lengtli the effect of compelling our 
peo])le to suspend their px'crt ions to complete the parapets, and as the 
reports of our spies iiidicated an intention on tiie ptift of the rebels to 
establisfi mines under the scarp of our defences, (a species of operation 
in wiiich some Khails of this eountry are exceedingly skilful) I d(;tenniried 
to remove them by a sally to a more convenient distance. 1 there- 
fore formed a coliuhn within the Cabool gate, consisting of 300 of the 
1 3th, 300 of the Both, a detachment of Sa])pers and Jczailchees, two 
gims of No. 6 Light Field Battery, and the whole of the cavaliy. I 
placed this force under the immediate command of laeutenant-Colom*! 
Dennie, purposing to superintend the operation myself from the ramparts. 

On the gate being thrown open, the column advanctid at a rapid pace, 
and then, according to my previous instructions, the sappers diverging to 
the left, swept the whole space in front df the walls in that direction, and 
moved towards the rocky paounds on the right of the main road from 
Cabool. The security of the other flank was in like manner provided for, 
by a company of the 35th being extended facing towards the river, Avhilst 
the cavalry had been ordered to follow the track of the main column, 
tlion forming and wheeling to their left to intercept all fugitives on the 
plain in that quarter. These movements were made in uninterrupted 
^ succession, and with great s;^irit, and an animating cheer burst from our 
soldiers the moment they found themselves beyond the walls. The 
enemy poured their fire upon Colonel Dennie’s column as soon as it 
debouched, but dismayed by the unchecked speed of its advance, broke, 
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nnJ deserting the ruined forts in their rear, fled across the piain ob- 
liquely towards the river, They were promptly and hotly pursued up to 
Hits bank by the Jozailcliees and the skirmishers of the 13th ; and Captain 
Abbott })ushiDg his guns at the gallop up to a point wliich coinnianded 
the stream, formed battery, and completed the deroiite. His practice 
hero was excellent, and the enemy suftered visibly and severely from his 
round shot and shrapnell. Many of tliem fell under his fire and that of 
tlie inflintry and irregulars, and iiiuny rushing into the river, and missing 
tlje ford ill" their consteniatioii, got into deep water, and were swept away 
and drowned. The cavalry also sue.cessfiilly sought an opportunity of 
charging on the and once more found ample employment for their 
sabres. The sappers too, surprised, by a sudden onset, a mass of the 
Ooloos, wliicdi was moving on apparently with the intention of operating 
against* the southern front of the walls, and dispersed them with slaugl iter. 
Tlie enemy now were in panic fliglit on every side, and the reserves hav- 
ing been st(*adily reformed, the work of douiolishing tlie walls of old forls 
which Juid aflTorded cover to petty assailants, was coiiinienced. , 

The efli'ct of lliis sudden and unexpected lilow lias been electrical. 
The insurgf^nls have; not only fled from lli(‘ near holds of the Zilne IJrbol 
and two others, in which Ihe Crhiljce chiefs llzeez Ivlian and Gool Mahomed 
and Golam Jon, son of the revolted ITrz Bezie, had taken up tlieii* 
quart(‘rs, but retired from the wliole lim^ of the Char BJiag forts, and only 
rallied at Umr Kliail, at the cautious distance of twelve miles from our 
rajriparts. The latest information is to the efleet, that the rebel com- 
mander has demanded a strong reinforcement of horse from Cabool as 
an intlispensalile condition of his making any further attempts against 
us. Our loss has been trifling beyond calculation or liope. 

I have, 8cc., 

II, Sale. 


No, 67 . — Cftpfam Mackeson to Clerk, 

FiUtyf^hur^ December 2, 1841. 

Sin, — On receipt of copy . of Sir W. II. Maennghten’s letter to the 
address of Cajitain Maegregor, dated Cabool, 18tli No^’ember, 1811, 
(a copy of wliieli has been forwarded to you) in wlii(di I am desired- “ to 
ask for aid from the Sikhs under the treaty, and to urge Government to 
si'iid as many troojis into this country, and as speedily as possible,” I 
lost no time in again calliug on General Avitabile to send five or six 
tliousandmen to Jellalabud. General Avitabile consulted with the com- 
manding oflicers of the four Mussulman Auxiliary Battalions now at 
PesliuwLir. These oflicers made objeetioiis to ordering their men to 
march. The principal were, 1st, That tlie four Battalions could not 
parade more than 2,200 lighting men fit for service ; that this smalBbody 
could not make its way to Jellalabad. Tliat on reaching Lalpura it 
would be surrounded by overpowering numbers of flic Ooloos. 2ndly, 
That there were no troops at Peshawar, either for the protection of 
Pcsliawur in their absence, or to march to their siqijKirt, and that their 
supplies would be cut ofl’. 3rdly, That when they last marched with our 
troops towards Cabool, after passing Khyber, their own Government took 
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no measures to provide for them, although Konwur Kharall Sing and 
Nao Nehal Sing were then at Pesliawur with 40^000 men, and that * when 
they applied to Colonel Wade to he supplied from the Company’s godowna^ 
they were told that they must look to their own Government to provide 
for them ; what hope, therefore, could they now have that tliey would 
be supported, when there were no troops at Pesliawur ? Further, that 
one of the Nujib Battalions had been completely annihilated in the Khyber 
Pass, and no measures taken, either by the Sikh or British Government 
to save them. Finally, that the promises of extra pay made to them had 
never ham fulfilled, and that, although the semblance of discipline was 
still kept uj) in the Sikh Army, it was well known that the Sepoys no 
longer obeyed, or had any fear of their officers, and they feared that these 
battalions, if ordered to march to JelJalabad, would break out into 
open mutiny, an event which might encourage the Affghan tribes round 
Pesliawur to imitate the example of the tribes at Cabool. I had offered 
General Avitabile to pay the troops a gmtuity of two months’ pay, or 
2(),0Q() rupees, if they would march towards Jellalabad 4,000 strong, and 
this had been made known to tlie Commandants. 

I have no fresh intelligence from Cabool. Mulla Najaib, the pensioner 
of the British Government, returned to Pesliawur from Cabool a few days 
ago. He was in Cabool up to the action of the 14th, and there had been 
no action since : but friends of his, who had left Cabool eight days later 
than lie had, told him that the Caboole('s were meditating another attack 
on the cantonment troops, and w(*re waiting tlie arrival of those Kohis- 
tanies who had hitherto been held in cdieck, and occupied with Ihe 
Goorkha corps, Mulla Najaib states, that there laid been four great 
actions, in all of which our troops had been successful, and be expressed 
great admiration of our mode of fighting ; he compared the sallies of our 
troops with their artillery to the thunder flash, rajiid, and carrying des- 
truction wherever it alighted, 

I desired Mulla Najaib to draw out an account of what he had seen 
and heard, which I will send you on some future occasion. I learn from 
him, that on the first outbreak, the Shah sent his own battalion, under 
Mr. Campbell and Nizamood Dowlah, to seize the rebels in the city ; but 
after a great struggle, and much loss, they failed. Ills Majesty also 
entreated our troops, who had been marched to the Balia Hissar, to go in 
support of his own ; but they pleaded that their orders were to remain 
in the Balia Hissar, and nt'ar his person. Captain Skinner was seized by 
the rebels in the shop of a seller of wood, where he had been coii(‘ealed 
some days. He is now made to read any letters of ours that fall into 
their hands ; there is also a son of Cazi Mulla Hussan, educated at 
Loodiana, who is in the city of Cabool' who reads these letters. 

A detachment of 300 men coming up to Cabool from Ghuzuee, is said 
to have been annihilated by the Warduk tribe. Another detacliinent of 
Affghan Dooranee Horse of similar strength to the above, bringing up 
the Zamin I)awar prisoners from Candahar towards Cabool, had been 
overpowered on the other side of Ghuznee in an engagement with the 
tribes. An European officer commanded 5 but he reached Ghuznee 
with a few horsemen in safety. The troops at Ghuznee are said to have 
put to death two of the principal Aff^ians in the city there. No dis- 
aster is mentioned by Mulla Najaib, as having occurred to the garrison 
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there, and there is reason to hope that our troops will weather the storm 
much better at Candahar than at Cabool. 

I have, &c., 

F. Mackeson. 
Political Agent, 


No. 68. — Mr, Clerk to Mr, Maddoch. 

December 10 , 1841 . 

Sir, — I have the honor to transmit a copy of a letter to my address 
from Captain Mackeson, dated the 2nd instant. . 

2. It is fortunate, I think, that circumstances prevented the execu- 
tion of Captain Mac-keson’s intention of dispatching 4,000 Sikh troops, 
unsupported, towards Jellalabad. In tlie best days of the Sikh army 
they would have been worsted in that undertaking before they had 
accomplished one march, and at s'lich a time as this, affording the 
Khyl)eriees a means of triumph is })eciiliarly to be deprecated. 

I have, &C .5 

G. Clerk. 

Agent to the Governor- General, 


No 69. — Captain Mackeson to Mr, Clerk, 

PeshaivuTt December 4 , 1841 . 

Sir,— I have the liorior to forw.ard, for the information of Government, 
Persian letters, as j)er margin^ which may convey some idea of th<^ s])irit 
and motives that actuate tlie movers of the present insurrection at Cabool, 
and throughout Affghanistan. The papers may be depended upon as 
authentic. 

2. Our open enemies are now the Barukzais, that is, the Dooranee 
aiid Kazilbash Khawanni, and the Kohistanis and Ghilzais liave chosen 
Mahomed Zuinan Khan, as temporary ruler : Nawab Jabar Khan is his 
Minister, Shawishooden Khan Sardar, and Arainoolla Loghari Naib. 
Shah Shooja, wlio is now, of necessity, and to all appearance on our side, 
is in tlK‘ Ilalla Hissar, with Mahomed Oosman his Vizier, and Syed 
Mohamed Kliaii Paghniam. It is fortunate for us that the Barukzais head 
the rebellion, as we are thereby sure of the Shah. His Majesty from 
what I can gather from respectable native.'i arriving from Cabool, had 
not altogether escaped the imputation of favouring the rebels in the 
outset. After the murder of Sir Alexander Burnes, when the rebels 
wu^re committing further excesses in the city, His Majesty first sent his 

♦ No. I. From the Cabool Khawanur to the Afreedee chief. 

No. 2, From the leaders among the Ghilzie, Lughman Khogani, and Shinwary 
rebels to the Shinwaris of Khyber. • 

No. 3. From Fouz Mahomed Khan, nephew of Nizam Odoulah to Aboul liahiin 
Malikzar, the officer of Shah Shooja with Captain Mackeson at Peshawur. 

No. 4. From Abdool Kumeeni >0 his father Abdool Rahim Khan Maligar, the 
Shah*s officer with Captain Mackeson at Peshawur. 

K 2 
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own troops to quell the cliistiirbaiiee there, with Mahomed SharifF Klmii, 
his father-in-law, at tlieir head. Mahomed Sharitf Khan had a parity 
witJi the leaders of the insurgents, Abdoolla Khan and others, ami remon- 
strated with tliem on their rising against tlie* English, to whom His 
Majesty was so much indebted, and who were moreover their guests. 
The rebel leaders declared their debTinination to exterminate or expel 
the whole of the race of Katirs from Attghanistan. On wdiich Mahomed 
8harit!'Khan is repr<‘sented to have suggested to them the necessity of 
their clioosing for themselves a lantd. ’ Intimation had n‘ached the Envoy 
and Minister of tin's overture having been made by Mahomed Shariif 
Khan, on the part oftlu' King, but llis Majesty was not aware that h(‘ 
stood otherwise than fair Avith our people. Th(‘ conference Ik‘(w('<‘u 
M ahomed Shari If Khan and the r<‘bels was broktm off by a eannosi shot 
discliarged from unr guns in the Ihila Hissar, which fc^ll among the relads. 
and killed several of th('m. TIkw then turned upon tlie ShtilTs troeq^s, 
and drov(‘ them back to the Bala Hissar. Sir William Macnaghten, 
in telling me to urge Gov(‘rnment to send as many troo])s into this 
country, and as speedily as possible, is pro])abIy aware tliat htTcafter vvc 
must stand no our strengtli, and act in our own nann^ 

3. The leaders among the Ghilzai Kliograni and Shinwari n'beis,# 
Aziz Khan, Gul Mahomed Khan, and others, in writing to the Afreed(*(‘s, 
;ujd exciting them against us, afUT ])oiiiting out that the wealth of a. 
future. W'orld is much better than the wealth of this, {md tln.‘ only lastingf^ 
wealth, guarant(‘e to tlaan, in the name of tlie fiituia’ King of Islam, 
whoever he may be, the same alloAvane<‘s that they now receive Ironi ns. 
From this it would app(‘nr, liiat ]\' a wab Mahomed Zuman ivli.m, thoiigh 
teiiqmrarily elected Chief, is not the King the relx'ls have in eonteiu- 
platioii. 

4. The Ghilzi(^s, and othcT n^lx'Is in I'Ningrahar, aftiT re|)res(‘nting our 
force at Jellalabad as only 2,000 strong, ask the Afreedtvs to send men to 
their assistances The receipt of their letter no doubt has tendedi greatly 
to keep the Afreede(‘S on our vsirh*. They do not fail to percoi^ e tiiai the 
<*ause must be weak, if ail the tri])es in Ningrahar and the Ghil//u\N to boot, 
cannot manage 2,000 men witliout their assistance'. Aziz Khan is rcs- 
])resented as delaying, and Barkat Kban on our side, and tb(.' Ic'vies of 
the Oolloos arc siq)ported by tbn'ed exactions from the ryots of the (jIovcuii- 
ment share of the })roduee oftlie land. Tlie leaders, fearing to take tho 
responsibility of coUeeling the revenue on tljcniselves, have put nj) one 
Khairvnllali, a person of no note, to make these exactions. Tlius]ia\ «' 
the rebels in Niiigrahar made themselves eonteTn])tihle even in tlui (wes oi 
their eountrymen. 1 apprelu'nd no danger to our troo])s at JellalahaAl 
fWan such adversaries. A brigade of onr troo])s, when once past the 
Ivliybcr, wdll sutliee to restore traiupiillity in the Nijjgraliar valley. 

d. Yesterday evening I received, from the Afreedee Maliks, a hotter 
comniLini(‘ating the fimil determination of their Jirglia. Tliey hegg(xl 
jne to send any suiqjlies T might wish to send to Ali Musjid, and also to 
send sni)plies of grain through the pass ; but as our froo])s iiad not yert 
arrived in force, they liopCd 1 would save their purda by senditig some 
troops, in the first instance, by tiu* Tatara road, so that tJuw might be 
('xeused in the eyes of their Mnssnlmaii co^intrymen, for having giycai us' 
a road when all other tribes were against us. The Maliks wdll do imieh 
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lo preserve tlieir allowances ; but they will not bo able to control tiiri}' 
tribes if the latter think they are able to stop our troops. 1 should, 
howe\ er, have no hesitation in advancing through the pass with tlui lour 
iiativt; battalions now oi tludr way here : and the elfeet of our troojK 
am^ ing at Jellalabad would bo so beiielieial to our interests at CaliooK 
that 1 tliink no delay should oeeur in }>usliing them on, provided this 
can be done without risk. The Maliks of Khyber say, that when our 
troops arrive, they will write to the Ghiizies and other tribes in Niu- 
grahar, to say that they alone are not able to oppose us, and to ro piest, 
if they wish to close the road, that they wnll themselves come and do it. 

I have, 8tc., 


F. MacivEsdv, 

Aiji ni, 


Xo. 70. — Mi\ CIvrh io CfipffUii Marhrsou, 

December I *2, 18*41. 

Sir, — 1 have tlielionor to acknowledge the reeei})t of your lettiT ofthc' 
dtli instant, a copy of whicli, with its inclosures, will be Ibrwairih'd t<» 
(J(>\ (‘rnnu nt. 

2. I (‘oncur in ojiinion with you tliat no delay should occur in push- 
ing on to Jcllalabad tin' four Rcgiiueuts of Native Infantry now on th(‘if 
march to iVsliawur. provided, ks you observe, that this can dtme with- 
(nit any risk, JelUilabad must stand greatly iu need of ammunition aia! 
money, and the effect on affairs at C'abool, of the arrival of reintbrceineius 
at Jcllalabad, wdll, in all probability, be very favourabh'. But von will 
doubtless consider that the first reinforcement proceetUng to Jeilaliibad 
will have charge of larg(' (piaiitities of supplies and stores. Ther(‘f*or<‘, this 
risk on oiu! hand, and tlie untilily of \vaiting lor the second brigade on 
the other, must lx; judged by, mid depend u]x>ii your knowledgi* of tin* 
intentions, and means of co-operation or resistance* of the trilx^s u]X)n the* 
road under your charge, 

3. I am informed liy Maliaraja Shere Sing that Rao K(*.sree Sing lias 
bt‘en disjiatclied from Laiiore by dawk, to take* charge* of some t'rcxips that 
are inarching u])on l\ <hawur to co-o]K*rat<* witli tlie Rritish troops. "V Ou 
will !)c so gocxl as to h*t me know wlieu he arrivf's, and to keep nu; in- 
formed oftlie assistance of any kind afforded b} (jJenej*al Avitabilc;, as we ll 
as ])y Rao Kesrc'o Sing. 

\. Captain Lawrence has been directed by me* to join you l>y forced 
inarches, and you can devoh (* on him any Icxial dulies, coun(‘<*ted witli 
tJie Sikhs, arising out . of tliese disturbances, for which at pn'st'ut you 
may not be able to lind time. 

• I have, ^c., 

G. R. Clerk, 

Ayent to the Governor- Goiara I, 
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13. Captain Mackesoii is awai'e of two passes by wind i the Kliyber 
rnn b<? turned ; the Commiuidcr-in-Chief would have you be cautious in 
Jinviiig two lines of operation, unless they are so near that the firing may 
be nnjtually heard, and paths of conimuineation be available. The adop« 
tion of eitlier of these new lines must be a subject on wJiich to exercise 
your judgment. 

* 14. Mr. Clerk prepared last year, a paper of hints to oflicers passing 
tiirougli the Punjaub ; no doubt you have been furnished witli a copy. 

In conclusion, his Excellency directs me to ask for an ackriowhalge- 
meut of tills dispatch, and fora report of your proceedings, at least every 
second day, whilst you are acting independently. 

Concerning Sikh affairs and Sikh troops, you will conuniinicate freely 
with Mr, Clerk and Captain Mackeson. 

‘ * 1 have, &c., 

P. CUAIGIE. 


No. 73 . — General Sir Jasper Nieolls to the Gooerra/r^Gencral of 

India in Coimcil. 

Campj two mm'ches north of Agra^ Doceinher'\'2^ 1841. 

My Loju), — I have been Honored by tlie receipt of a dispatch from 
your Lordsliip 'in Council, dated 2nd inst., containing instructions for 
my guidance in certain points, and your Lordsliij/s views and wishes upon 
otliers, arising out of the late unlooked-ibr events in Adglianistan. 

2. It gives mo much jdeasurc to think, tliid your Lordship’s direc- 
tions, touching the concentration of an efiective brigade, have been antl- 
cijiatcd. The leading lleginieuts (60th and 64tli) will reach Pcslutwiir 
on or about the 26th instant, and tlu^ second division, under Brigadiejr 
Wild, in eight days after. This brigades, and the details of* j|prps pro- 
ceeding with it, somewhat Exceeds 4, .500 men. 

3. J have the honor to transmit a copy of the instructions which were 
vesterday forwarded to Jirigadier Wild. Yuur*Lordslrij) in Council will 
observe that 1 have carefully follow'ed the orders contained in the dispatch 
<d* the 2nd inst. ; adding such suggestions and cautions as his jiosition, 
and the state of afliiirs at Jcllalabad, on the 27th ull., seemed to requirt*. 

4. I trust tliat your Lordship in Council will approve of my 
desiring the Lrigadicr to act on his own decision, and consequent 
responsibility ; and L have particularly freed Iiiin from orders from 
^Major-Gcncrai Sir Robert Sale. Brigadier W'ild will weigh the 
advantages more calmly than Sir Robert can be expected to do. 

.5. „ A sketch (»f the Khybcr Pass is now yjreparing by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Garden, I'or the Brigadier’s use, and will ho dispatched to-day. 

6. No advance from Jcllalabad to Cabool will be authori/aul, or even 
(aieuuraged, by me, unless under the circumstances alluded to in the 
di^aitch now acknowledged. 

7. Referring to the 6tli article of my instructions, I trust tliat your 
Lurdship in Council will thkik that there is little probability ofkiny want 
<)(' artillery for tke use of tliis brigade. Respecting cavalry, J heg to 
^ay, tiiat 1 did. not consider it prudemt to send the 10th Light Cavalry, 
wholly or in part ; we can ill spare that Regiment, and if the Sikhs were 
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mifaitliful to us, a single eorjps of cavalry could do but little. In the 
Khyber Pass they would very greatly increase the line of march, and 
require at every yard the protection of infantry. 

8 Her Majestys 9th Foot will not be at Ferozeporc until the 28th 
instant, and I think that I shall, before the 25th, clearly see whether 
that corps and the 26th Native Infintry should be ordered forward or 
not. Their presence at Feroiiiepore will probably have a very good 
efFcct, but I shall not send them unless I firmly believe that what it 
may be necessary to do cannot be done without their aid. 

9. Your Lordship will have observed tliat two 9-pouriders and a 24- 
pounder howitzer are preparing to cross the Sutlej with the 9th P'oot. 

10. I am' much flattered by the confidence reposed in me by Govern- 
ment, and shall not lose sight of the caution contained in the 4th 
paragraph, relative to the passes leading to Cabool. 

1 1 . Being in daily communication with Mr. Clerk, who had on the 
5th instant no apprehension of any want of cordiality, or good faith, on 
the part of the Sikh ruler, or nation, I have not yet warned the regiments 
which I should collect to form an army of observation. To this I have 
been led as well by a desire to avoid giving alarm, as by considerations of 
expense. The corps which are advancing towards the frontier shall, 
however, be ordercid to retain their establishments. 

12. Retaining Ferozepore and Loodiana as my outposts, I should 
collect 8,000 men at or near Munsoorpore, midway between them and 
Kurnaul, 

13. Should Government desire to have these troops drawn together 
nt once, or even placed on their field establishment, I beg your Lordship 
in Council to signify your pleasure to that efi'ect. 

14. I have not availed myself of the permission to move Her 
Majesty’s 31st Foot to Meerut or Kiirnaul, for the reasons given in 
paragraph* 11, but I shall do so at once, if the 9th Foot should cross 
the Sutlfj. 

1 5. Her Majesty’s 39th Regiment will be a most important and valu- 
able reserve ; it may not, however, be wanting, and I liope it will not be. 

16. Your Lordship will observe that I have already called upwards 
the 73rd and 15th Regiments, replacing them by meams of the i7th and 
46tli Regiments, which have been halted on their march to Barrimk pore. 

17. I have already had the honor to report that Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sutherland at once yielded to my request that a regiment might be spared 
from Nusserabad, and the 55th is now on its march to Kurnaul. 

1 have sent a copy of the instructions to Mr. Clerk. 

I have &c., 

J. Nicolls, 

No. 74. — The Governor^ General of India in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nicolls. 

, Fori December 20, \M\, 

Sir, —Y our dispatch of the 12th instant, in reply to our communica- 
tion of the 2nd instant, has been received and carefully considered, ami 
've return your Excellency thanks for the prompt and able manner in 

L 
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which you have proceeded to carry into effect the wishes of the Govern- 
ment. 

2. We entirely approve the tenor of the instructions which have been 
addressed by your Excellency’s orders to Brigadier Wild. 

3. We only feel disposed to regret that youi*' Excellency was only 
able to attach so very small a number of cavalry to the first division of 
the brigade. For though the advance of cavalry through the Khyber 
Pass might be difficult, or dangerous, circumstances might occur on the 
march and on this side of the pass, in which the presence of this arm 
"would be highly useful. 

4. It occurs to the Governor-General in Council, to suggest to your 
Excellency that it might be very proper to authorize Brigadier Wild to 
employ, in connection with his operations for the security of the Khyber 
Pass, a sufficient number of Jezzailchees of the Eusofzye or other tribe, 
upon whom it may seem likely that dependence could be placed. 

5. Exiicrienco appears to show that the use of \veai>ons, such as are 
wielded by this class of the Affghari soldiery, would be of great value in 
aid of the ordinary arms of our trooj)s in all operations in mountain 
defiles. Brigadier Wild, in communication with Captain Mackeson 
would, it may be lioped, be able to make a selection of some trust- worthy 
men of tliis description, and would be able to judge what number of them 
he could hope to employ with benefit, under the near control either of his 
own force, or of British officers who might be qualified to command 
them. Perhaps, after a little time, some of our own Sopahees might be 
trained to the efficient use of tliis weapon. 

6. On the subject of pushing on the last division of the force ordered 
for Pesliawur, including Her iJajesty’s 9th Foot, with tw’o 9-pounders 
and a 24 -pound howitzer, or detaining it on the Butloge, we would leave 
it entirely to your Excellency, with the information which will have 
reached you before the end of this month, to decide on the course to be 
pursued regarding it. 

7. We ' repose with perfect confidence on your judgment to decide 
upon the necessity of immediately drawing togeth.er the force alluded to 
in the 12th and 13th paragraphs of your dispatch. This must mainly 
depend upon the state of affairs in the Punjab, of which your Excellency 
will receive the fullest and earliest information, and on which you are 
fully empowered to act, to the extent of placing the wliole of the available 
force in the Js’ortli- Western Provinces in readiness to be concentrated or 
to be moved on any direction where their services may be required. 

8. It has occurred to us that it may be expedient to alter the 
destination of Her Majesty’s 39th Regiment from Cawmpore to Agra, 
in case of Her Majesty’s 3 1st Regiment being removed from the 
latter station, and in that case your Excellency is requested to issue 
instructions to the officer in command of the 39th, which may reach 
him while passing through tlie Saugor district, where the roads to 
Agra and Cawnpore diverge, and in that case instructions will also 
be required by the Resident at Gwalior, and other political authori- 
ties, for the collection of •supplies on the road that passes through 
some of the Boondulah States, the Gwalior territory, and that of Dhal- 
pore. An intimation to this effect will be sent from hence to the Agents 
in Bundelcund, and the Saugor and Nerbudda territories, and the 
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Resident at Gwalior, so that they may be prei^ared to meet any requisi- 
tion consequent on the change in the route of Her Majesty’s 39th 
Eegiinent. 

9. We have resolved that the recruits raised for the service of Shah 
Shooja by Captain Taylor, shall not be sent on to the frontier, but shall 
remain for the present at Cawnpore, and we have accordingly thought it 
proper to place that ofiicei: with his levy at the disposal of your 
Excellency. 

We have, &c., 

AtJCKLANI). 

W. W. Bird. 

W. Casemrnt. 

II. T. Prinsei*. 


No. 75. — General Sir Jasper Nieolh to the Governor-^ General of 

India in CoitnciL 

Camp Muttra^ December 13 , 1841 , 

My Lord, — I had the honor of replying yesterday to the dispatch of 
your Lordship in Council, dated 2nd instant ; on the morning of the 
10th your express of the 3rd instant was received, written al’tcr the 
lamented turn of aihiirs at Cabool had been ollicially made known to 
your Lordship by Mr. Cl(*rk. 

2. The injunction, now repeated, not to detach a second brigade, 
shall be ever borne carefully in view ; although by a subsequent dis]jatch 
your Lordship lias been pleased to permit mo to* consult )ny own 
judgment after a careful consideration of all circumstances by Mr. 
Clerk and myself, with a full knowledge of the views of policy, as at 
present entertained by the Government.” 

3. I shall, with great reluctance*, order the advance of these two last 
regiments,. (Her Majesty’s 9th and 2Gth Native Infantry) but very strong 
doubts are entertained hei’e whether the four Native Inlantry corps can 
protect a considerable convoy through the Kliyber Pass. 

4. I beg to record my full and hearty concurrence in the resolution 
expressed 4)y your Lordship in Council in the 3rd paragraph of your 
dispatch of the 3rd instant, and of the instructions conveyed in that which 
follows, by which T shall, on all occasions, be guided. 

5. Your Lordsliip will olisorve, by tlie date hereof, that I have 
already made three marches towards l)clhi, where I exjiect to arrive on 
the 2 1 St. 

6. I have to tliank your Lordship for the copy of the dispatch to Mr, 
Clerk of the 3rd instant, by which his future communications with tJic 
Government of Lahore are to be guided. 

7. Keferring to the concluding part of the 1st paragraph of your 
Lordship’s dispatch of tlie 5th instant, I beg to sny that J have not 
received any information which requm*s me to hasten tlio e.oiuientration 
alluded to, concerning which my views were («xplaiiied in tlie lltli, 12th 
and 13th paragraphs of my letter of yesterdfiy. 

8. I very, much regret that the state of Major-General Lumley's 
health entirely forbids tiie hope of his being able to undertake the coni- 

L 2 
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mand of the troops advancing to Pesliawur. If, therefore, the force i» 
raised to six regiments, I shall order Major-General Sir Edmund 
Williams to join my camp by dawk, and push him forward, as soon as I 
shall have furnished him with intructions, and armed him with all the 
information and advice which the known state of affairs at his departure 
may seem to require. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nicoixs. 

No. 76. — The Gavernor-^Gmeral in Council to the Secret 
Committee. 

Fort WilUami January 9, No. 2, 1842, 

IIoNOKABLE Sms, — We have the honor to submit to your Committee 
by the opportunity now afforded by the dispatch of the India steamer 
direct to Suez (in addition to the ordinary news letters up to this date) 
the subjoined general precis of late intelligence regarding the north-west 
frontier of British India, since our dispatches of dates noted in the 
margin. 

2. But we must solicit 3 ^our Committee to remember that the 
doeumeiits from winch this dispatch is prepared, are generally of a private 
or demi-official character, for we have not received from the other side of 
Jellalabad any formal record to submit to your Committee. 

CABOOL. 

3. Lieutenant Conolly, in a private letter from the Bala TTissar, dated 
27th November, describes the action of the 23rd of November in the 
following words : — “ The enemy mshed on in front and flank. The men 
became flurried, and came down the hill in a disorderly manner. Tiic 
Cavalry charged home on the column, and had they not been cliecked by a 
party of Anderson’s Horse, there is no telling where the mischief may have 
ended. Our loss was great, — Oliver, cJth Bengal Native Infantry, 
Makintosh, 5th Native Infantry, and Laiiig, 27th Bengal Native Influitry, 
killed. Poor Walker has since died of his wounds. Many more offleers 
were wounded. 

** IMahomed Akbar Khan has arrived. The enemy’s force in Horse 
and Foot 10,000 or 15,000. The Envoy tried to negotiate. The enemy 
demanded the person of the King, and the immediate withdrawal of our- 
selves. This, of course, was not listened to. They assembled yesterday 
on the hills, near Cantonments, but a snow-storm came on, and drove 
them off. Abdoolhah* is wounded, Meer Musjide dead. The cry, Ul 
Koofar increases. 

4. Sir William Macnaghten tvithout date, (but supposed to be the 
8th,) writes to Captain Maegregor, commenting upon. the acts and wishes 
of t])e military, and proceeds to state that they had but three days’ pro-, 
visions for the troops, and nothing for the cattle, — that their comirluni- 


* The assassin of Sir Alexander Burncs, the chief df the Kohistanis. 
t I. e. Against the Infidels. 
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cations had been successfully intercepted, — tliat his Majesty was in the 
Bala Ilissar, with Lieutenant Conolly,— that the Chief of Lughman was 
almost the only Chief with the Shah, — ^and that they were anxiously look- 
ing for reinforcements from Candahar. He refers in this letter to the 
possibility of aicapitiilation, which, however, he would endeavour to put 
off to the last moment. 

5. On the 7th of December Lieutenant Conolly, writing to Captain 
Maegregor, mentions that for many days previously the Cabool force was 
not annoyed by the enemy, — that the latter tried negociation, requiring 
from the King that he should separate himself from us, and from the 
Envoy the person of His Majesty, w'hilst the Envoy attempted otlicr 
terms, whieli proved abortive, — that for the three or four days previous 
to that on which he wrote, the rebels had tried all their force on the 
cantonment, with five guns at a long range, and their countless hosts of 
rabble, that they had gained great confidence by our inertness, having 
made approaches to within luilf-miisket shot of the works, and mined 
and taken possession of a ibrt which was evacuated by our troops, and 
from which they coniiuaiided the cantonment in some way, — that their 
nimjl)ers had decreased considerably,; but their activity and courage had 
increased, — that they burnt t}ie byidge within musket-range of the gate, 
and had occupied tlie forts and villages in the neighbourhood, thereby 
cutting off all supplies. Lieutenant Conolly adds that the King was 
very staunch, though deserted by all his followess ; and gives the follow- 
ing list of Ofiicers wIjo have been killed : 

Her Majesty’s 41tli Regiment. — Colonel Maekercll ; Captains Robinson, 
M(‘ Creagh, Swayne ; Lieutenauts Raban, Me Kay. 

5th Regimeiit Native Infantry— Colonel Oliver ; Cn(|>tain Mackintosh. 

37th Regiiueut Native Infantry — Captain Westmacott ; Lieutenant 
Gordon. 

4th Irregular Horse. — Captain Walker. 

Officers^ Names inlio have been Kilkdt and were omitted in the foregoing List. 

Salisbiiry, Maulo, 'VVhet'ler, Wt>o(lburn, killed near Ghuznee 

Shah’s 4th. — Captain (^drington ; I/ieutenant W. liroadfoot ; Sir A. Barnes, 
C. Burnes, Dr. Grant. 

Officers who have been Wounded. 

Majors Swayne, Thain, Pottinger ; Captains Walsh, Paton. 

Artillery, Captains Eyre, Wall, Hanghton. 

G. In the annexed extracts of a journal, by Lady Sale, from the IDtIj of 
November to the 8th of December, your Honourable Committee will find 
many details of events at Cabool ; and to this, in tlie absence of more 
formal papers, we would invite the special notice of your Honourable 
Committee. 

7. Captain M^. ^-son reports to Mr. Clerk that a Persian letter was 
received on the 2* ' id December, by the Shah’s officer with Captain 
Mackeson, from K ..idad Khan Afreedee. In this letter it is stated that 
a letter had been received by some Moollali at Intaba, by the hands of 
his own cossid, from a certain Dooranee at Cabool, the contents of which 
went to show that negociations were going on for the withdrawal of our 
troops, with their arms, and artillery, and property ; for the grant of 
hostages from among the British for the safe return of Dost Mahomed 
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and his family to Afghanistan ; and arrangements amongst the Chiefs 
themselves for the sovereignty, the viziership, and the command of the 
army* 

JELLALABAD. 

8. Captain Macgregor writes, on the 5th December, that of supplies 
they had sufficient for two months^ consumption ; but ammunition was 
still a desideratum. They wCre, however, at the time of writing, toler- 
ably off. The Gliilzie chiefs were still in the neighbourhood, with a few 
followers only. It was then reported that they contemplated trying their 
luck again in a contest with our troops. 

9. Captain Macgregor again writes that they cannot move without 
abandoning their sick and wounded ; that since their action on the 1st 
of December, with the Gliilzie and Shinwarree force, the Ghilzie chiefs 
had retired to Ummar Kheil, twelve miles distant from Jellalabad, where 
they remained with 300 of 400 followers ; and it was said they were 
again attempting to collect followers. 

10. Sir Robert Sale mentions that his force at Jellalabad had eleven 
guns and five mortars mounted on the works, and that incessant labour 
had put the place into a very respectable state of defence. 

11. On the 11th December Captain Macgi'egor reports that he was 
not afraid of treachery witliln the walls, that he had turned out of the 
town all suspicious persons, leaving only tradesmen and artificers,— 
having at the same time established a market outside the walls, to which 
the villagers brought atta, sheep, fowls, grain, 8tc. 

12. On the ^Oth Sir R. Sale writes that the chiefs were still at 
TTmmar Kheil, and were said to be distTir})ed by dissensions among 
tliemselves, and between them and tlie rebel chiefs at Cabool. 

13. On the 20th and 21st December Captain Mackeson despatched, 
by the two routes of Tattarra and Aktara, 50,000 rupees, to the troops 
at Jellalabad, with the escort before mentioned. 

KHYBER PASS. 

14. On the 10th December Captain IMnckeson writes that there 
appeared to be no doubt that Mahomed Ak]>ar Khan had arrived at 
(^^abool, and that. he had sent betters of an inflammatory nature to the 
Afreedee tribes, calling on thorn to close the Khyber Pass ; also to the 
tribes of Ningrahar, calling on them to unite and attack the force at 
Jellalabad. 

15. In his letter of the 11 th of December Captain Mackeson further 
reports, that Mahomed Akbar Khan had sent letters of the above kind to 
all the chiefs and tribes from Cabool to Peshawur. Captain Mackeson 
added, “ Our enemies are contemptible in everything but their numbers.” 
Every tribe turns out' its 10,000 or 12,000 mem Thelatest accounts from 
Peshawur state that the intelligence of negociations for our withdrawal 
from Cabool had caused much excitement among the Khyberees. 

16. In his letter of December 20th, Captain Mackeson states that 
the British dawks between Jellalabad and Peshawur continued to run 
without interruption, and regularly by the Tattarra road, and crossing 
the river at Lalpura. The grain which Captain Mackeson sent to l.al- 
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piira*, both by the Tattarra and Akhbara roads, reached ia safety. T!ie 
transmission of money for the troops at Jellalabad had been unavpidably 
delayed for some days, but 50,000 rupees started on the 20th Dcceuiber, 
by the Tattarra road. Captain Mackeson had appointed his escort of 
horsemen, increased in number for the service to 100 men, and 100 
Affghan Horse of Peshawar, newly raised, in concert with the Jjorsemfm 
of Toorabaz Khan, to convey the treasure from Lalpura to Jellalabad, 
whilst from Peshawur to Lalpura, through the Tattarra Pass, there would 
be a detachment of Captahi Ferris’s Jezzailchces, 120 strong, under a 
Native officer, and 300 Eusofzyes, newly raised, to accompany and pro- 
tect it. These men will remain at Lalpura. for some time, both to 
strengthen Toorabaz Khan and to take charge of the supplies now in the 
fort at Lalpura ; and of such other su])plies as Captain Mackeson might 
send hereafter. 

17. The Maliks were holding a council of their tribes as to wdiether 
they should be hostile or friendly ; but it was rumoured that they con- 
templated a renewed attack on Ali Musjid. 

THE PUNJAUB AND PESHAWUR. 

18. Captain Mackeson writes, under date the 20lh December, that 
Dr. Ritchie, whom lie hud sent to Raja Goolaub Sing, and to Koonwiir 
Pertab Sing, to remonstrate against their having removed boats from the 
Attok, had succeeded in getting tlie Koonwur to releas.e them. Captain 
Mackeson adds, that the Mussulman Auxiliary Troojis at Peshawur had 
openly refused to leave their cantonments, and had placed their own 
sentries over their guns, from a fear of their being taken from them. Gra- 
luities had been offered them, but without effect, and they decline going 
oven as far as Juinrood. General Avitubile had been told that while 
Shere Sing had written to him to order the troops to move, and to move 
with them himself, the Maharajah had written a vsepnrate perwannah to 
‘.he commandants, desiring them not to move, but Captain Mackeson 
<ave no credence to this charge of dapli<‘ity, thougli there appeared to 
lim to be much wavcrin|f and indecision in tlte councils of the Durbar. 
The troojis at first ordered to move Pcisliawur, had been ordered to 
lalt on the road, but only till all o)ir troops slunild have passed. 

19. The accomi>anyiTig Lahore akbnr was forwarded by Mr. Clerk in 
i letter dated 27t]i December. From this dispirtch it appears the Dur- 
bar is making exertions to co-operat(! with the British troops at Pesha- 
vur, but that its power to do so promptly is considerably diminished by 
lisaffectioii in a portion of the army, which has latterly been inclining to 
he cause of the Sundhunwalla chiefs, and by Raja Goolaub Sing having 
>een debarred from going to Peshawar. 

20. This latter impediment Mr. Clerk has thought it proper at this 
uncture to do his best to remove, as he is the only chief wlio retains due 
uthority over the Sikh troops, is a good and courageous General, and is 
he brother of the active Premier. 

21. Captain Mackeson reports, on the 22nd December, that the 
Ukhs still refuse to .move from their cantoameBls, and that he had again 


* The post of the friendly chief Toorobaz Khan. 
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ronioiistrated with Rajah Goolaub Sing, and urged the necessity of his 
going to Peshawur with the Koonwur and his troops. 

22, These papers contain address from Mr. Clerk to Maharajah 
Shore Sing and the Khurutah of the Governor-General to his Highness 
on the co-operation which his Highness’s obligation by Treaty require 
him to afford' at this period^* and an acknowledgment for the orders 
already issued by the Durbar. 

GHUZNEE. 

2d. The 27tli Regiment of Bengal Native Infantry, under Lieut- 
Colornd Pahnerj is quartered at*Ghuzriee, but we have no intelligence of 
the (‘xact position of the garrison in regard to sui)plies, or whether it has 
Ixicn attacked or not. 

KELAT-I-GHILZIE, 

24. We have reason to believe this post contains a gan'ison of 1000 
mun, two 18-pounders, some 9 or 6-pounders and six months’ supplies. 

CANDAHAR. 

2o: We learn from private communications of 1 1th December, 1841, 
that Lieutenant-Colonel McLaren’s Brigade returned to Candahar on the 
1 0th December, after an unsuccessful attempt to advance on Cabool. 
Emissaries from Cabool were trying to incite the Candahar provinces to 
rise. By the latest. accounts, tlic people it appears had removed their 
women, goods, and chattels from the town, in antuupation of troubled 
times. The old Ghilzie rebel Gooroo, liad issued orders to strip every 
traveller on the road from head to foot, and no one liad yet escaped his 
vigilance. In a few days five of our regiments were to be quartered in 
the town ; a park of artillery had been in position in the town for some 
days past. It was expected that tlie force wMcli had been detached to 
Zatnindawur and to Girishk, would also have returned about the 15th, 
and General Nott would then have under liis conl^iand six regiments of 
Native Infantry, one European regiment (40th), and four regiments of 
the Shah’s coniingent, with artillery and some cavalry ; but from this 
force, the greater part of which will have been concentrated at Candahar, 
must be deducted the garrison of Kelat-i-Ghilzie. 

26. From these your Honorable Committee will perceive, that with 

reference to the disturb(jd state of aflkirs in Afighanistan, Major Outram 
has assembled all the available troops in Sinde in his neighbourhood, to 
be in readiness to ascend the pass if necessary, and to deter the hill 
tribes from entering into any corn!)! nation to disturb the peace of the 
coui^try. Major Outram stated that should the arrangements recom- 
mended by him be carried into eficct, a strong brigade (one troop horse 
artillery, a wing or whole regiment of regular cavalry, Her Majesty’s 41st 
Foot, two regiments Native Infantry) from the troops now in Sinde, will 
be available for the service above the pass (in addition to the Bombay 
troops alrtjady there), and he hopes that it will be fully equipped by tlic 
15th Marolli43^xt ^ 

27. It* intended by the Assistant iPolitical Agent at Quetta to 

remit of rupees to the Treasury of the Folilical Agent at 



Oaaddiar, but owing to tiie disturbed state of the country, and the raoiiev 
not being iniiiKHl lately required, that intention was deferred for the pre- 
sent, and tlie troops which were to have escorted tlie treasure were halted 
at Quetta. 

28. The correspondence subraitted by Major Outram, with his letter 
of the 15th December, will show your Honourable Committee the st(ips 
which were to be ado])ted to avert any risk to Quetta, should the object 
of the flight of the ex-Naib of that place be to bring a body of the 
Afghan insurgents to that quarter, with a view to incite tlie Kaker tribes 
to rebellion, but the Political Agent was of opinion that it was more 
lik(ily the Naib had no other ‘ object in flight than saving himself, on 
seeing that a Brahoooe Kaib was about to be appointed in his 
place, and naturally suririising that, as an object of suspicion, from liis 
muir relationship with one A)f tiie rebid leaders, he was likely to be 
mrosted. Your Honourable Committee will perceive that Major Out- 
ram Iiad considered the post of Quetta sulficieutly strong to protect 
itself before ; but that oflicer thought that, by the greater a})pcaraij(^e 
of strength which increasing it to the utmost force that can be accommo- 
dated will give, tii(3 efforts of the Afl*gliaii insurgents to invite the Kii- 
kers to unite in an attack on the place were loss likely to be successful. 

29. The force, therefore, at Quetta would be two strong Regiments 
of Native Infantry (minus three companies at KtilJa xVbduIla), and two 
9-poun(lers of tlm Bombay Euro})eau Artillery, and two 9-pounders of 
the Bolan Rangtjrs, of Major Sotheby’s Company of Bengal European 
Artillerymen, with amide pro\isions and tenable ground. Owing to this 
arrangement. Major Outram w^as under no anxiety whatever, were the 
rebels to como in their utmost strength against that post, which might 
be their policy, wdth a view to prevciitiug succour to Caiidahar, by ex- 
citing disturbances in this country. 

80. Colonel Stacy- and the Khan were at Sebee, where they were t<» 
be joined by the uncle of the Murree Chiefj their assurances to whom 
would, Mjyor Outram hoped, remove the personal fears wliicli the cliief 
himself entertained ; once thoroughly assured of our good faith to- 
wards him, Major Outram ^|[as satiwsfled Bmt he would not join any com- 
bination against \is, wiiicli indeed he (Major Outram) was not apju’e- 
hensive of being formed in this country, even* although the protracted 
struggle in Aflgliimistaii was so calculated to encourage disaffection. 

31. In the letter of the 17th December your Honourable Committee 
will l)e informed of the measures proposed by the Political Agent to the 
Government of Bom’oay for the reinforcement of our troops in Affghan- 
istan, at the opening of the season, which he has been induced to do by 
the increasing spirit of iiisurreetioii displayed throughout Aflghanistan. 
These arrangements have had the concniTence of Brigadier Eugliiiid, 
commanding the Sitide force. 

DOST MAHOMED KHAN AND FAMILY. 

32, From these papers your Honourablf? Committee will perceive 
iliat Dost Mahomed Khan is. at present at Seharunpore, and that Mr. 
lUerk has had an interview with the ex-chief in order frankly to state to 
jim the incoiiveuieiice which wou^j^attoiid his residence at the present 

IVJ 



niomoiit at Loodiaiia, and the urgent reasons ihat required his temporary 
detention at Selianinporc. The ex-chief, after some discassioii, and an 
expression of unwillingness to be longer separated from his family, has 
submitted to this detention, and will remain for the present under the 
care jof Lieutenant Nicolsoii at Seharanpore ; his son, Ilyder Khan has 
been allowed to visit Loodiaiia mnd his family. 

33. You will perceive that, owing to tlie ill health of Major-General 
Lumley, his Excellency the Coinmaiider-in-Cliief has selected Major- 
General Pollock to command the troops assinnblod, and assembling, at 
Pcsliawur ; and that we have apjirovcd the selection. Under date the 
27tli of December, his Excellency the Commander-in-Cliief forwarded 
to us a copy of his instructions to Brigadier Wild, and stated tliat his 
object in them was to encourage the Brigadier to advance with supplies, 
treasure, and arnmuuition, to Jellalabad, if the state of affairs there, and 
in the Khyber Pass, seemed to promise that it m‘ght be done without 
any groat risk, lu those instructions his Ex(;ellcncy mentions that (in 
addition to the 3()th, dord, 60th, and 64th Regiments) Her Majesty’s 9th 
Foot,- and the 26th Bengal Native Infantry, and the 10th Bengal Light 
Cavalry, and lie If No. 5 Liglit Field Battery, had been ordered to inarch 
towards Pt^shawnr, without any unnecessary delay ; and adds, that the 
infantry of the force was to be divid(Hl into two bpigad(\s, the first 
brigade consisting of Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, the 2601 and 53rd Bengal 
Native Infautry, under Major-General McCaskill ; the second, of the 
30th, 60th, ami 6 kh, under Brigadier Wild. His Excellem^y desired 
that, if Sikh troops co-operated, the two forces should by no means be 
mixed. 

34. The letter of the Commander in-Chief, dated 28th of December, 
contains his opinion on the subject of Sir R. Sale’s requisition for a 
train of heavy artillery, and Captain Mackeson and Captain Maegregor’s 
wishes for very large forces to be sent towfirds Afi'ghanistan through the 
Punjab and Khyber Pass, and strongly points out the difficulties which 
w'oiild oppose themselves to the collection of such reinforcements, as well 
as to the supply of provisions, and of means o^|||arriage, for th{3 numer- 
ous armaments which those officers would rj^quire ; and, in the same 
manner, upon some of Major Outram’s requisitions, the Bombay Goveim- 
inent has requested instructions, and has stated the iiiconvciiioiice with 
wliich a compliance with tliein iniglit be attended. We share in the 
opinions which are held by botJi these authorities, and wmuld refer you 
to our dispatches addressed to his Excellency the Couimander-in-Chief 
oil December 2nd, 3rd, and 5tli, for an explanation of the course of 
policy, and of the first military measures which, in the present uncertain 
and most anxious state of affairs, we would wish our officers to ]mrsue. 
But we may state to you, that the force lately ordered to cross .tlie 
Punjab will not amount to less than 8,000 men ; and that Major-General 
Sale, by his last returns, had 2,600 men under his command ; and that 
Major Outram will have been strengthened by the substitution of two 
strong and fresh regiments for two which had been long upon service. 

35. Our last accounts etate that the bridge on the Attok was to have 
been completed on December 21. Lieutenant Liptreit’s detachment of 
Irregular Horse, which had preceded the first brigade with magazine 
stores, reached Pesliawur on Doceinb^l3. 
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36. From tlie accompanying resoluliou, doted January 6, your Hono- 
rable Committee will leiini that in the pr{?seiit eircunistanees of great 
military difficulty, and in the absence of all means of receiving orders 
from Sir W. Macnaghten, the constituted represen 1 at ive of Government 
in that country, wc would throw upon each military commander a inore 
than usual discretion in whatever may regard military movements, or the 
safety of the troops, or the defence or ab«nrlnTm>ent of the positions oc- 
cupied by our forces. 

37. The Generals commanding divisions, will not liesltate to give 
the weight tliat is due to the advice of the Political Officers, who will 
also put them in possession of their instructions and all tlicir intel- 
ligence ; and in the absence of any competent political superior, they 
will consider themselves under tlie direction of the Military Command- 
ants, and will address to tlunn all those comniuiiicatioiis which would 
formerly have be(‘n addressed to the Kiivoy and Minister. The com- 
inaudiiig officers to wliom these observations may be full}'^ apjdicablc, are 
Major-General Nott, commanding at Candahar, and Major-General 
Pollock, proceeding to take the command on the Sikh frontier, towards 
Jellalabad. We have named Sir R. Shake q)care to be Secretary to 
Major-General Pollock. 

38. The above Resolution will not extend in the (Uise of Captain 
3Iackeson, Political Agent at Peshawur, to any matters’^ of a inilitaiy or 
political nature, having relation to the Government of Lahore. In all 
mattejrs involving the interest of that Government, CapUiin Mackesou 
will be exculsively undcu' the authority of Mr. Clerk, the Agent of tlie 
Governor-General on the Noth-West frontier. 

39. Tlie Political Agent in Siude and Beloochisiaii is already in 
direct communication with the Government of India. It is not proposed 
to make any change in that respect, nor to place Major Outrain under 
the control of the officer commanding the forces of Sinde. With that 
officer he will maintain a close and confidential communication of the 
orders that he has regpivTil from Government, and of the intelligence 
that reaches him, and in regard ti» all military operations whatever 
Brigadier England will ac®pon his own discretion, witJi the same in- 
dependent power as that conferred on the two officers named above. 

40. We confine ourselves, on the present occasion, to a brief out- 
line of such information as is most likely to be of interest. The gcajeral 
s(tope of our present policy will have Ixicri apparent to your Honorable 
Committee, from our dispatchcvS (already communicated to you) of -^nd, 
3r(l, 5th and 15th December, to the Military and Political Autliorities on 
the North-West frontier, and in the Punjab, Affghanistan, and 
Reloocliistan, Wc shall remain prepared and vigilant in India, and have 
espeeially enjoined firmness, circumsiiection, and jn'udence in tlie emjdoy- 
inent of all the forces at their disposal, on the several officers charged 
witli the executive direction’of affairs on and beyond the Indus. 

41. Jn the same packet we have enclosed the news- letters from tlie 

20th ultimo, and to those . documents we heg h*ave to refer your 

Honorable Committee for further intelligence In respect to political 
events in this quarter. 

42. We have requested the Honorable Company's Agents at Suez and 
•^.lexundria to take siu^h ^te]>s as tliey may consider most expediiait for 

'♦I 2 
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the spt^efly transit of tliis packet through Egypt, nnd for its early arrival 
in ^Englanti. 

Wc have, &c., 

Auckland, W. W. Bird, Wm. Casement, & 11. T. Prinsep, 
No. 77. — Mr, Clerk to Mr, MtMoi'Ju 

December II, 1841. 

— 1 have the honor to transmit a copy of a requisition whicdi, in 
consequence of tiie dispatch of the British artillery Ixdng delayed, 1 have 
deemed it advisable to make upon tlie ollicer coinmanding at FtTo/.epore. 

1 have, &c., 

G. Clerk. 


No. 78. — Mr, Clerk to Major Hulshy^coiiufumdhtfjf afJFerozepore, 

Decemlhcr 11, 18-11. 

Sill, — As it is possible that the artillery of the Hiklis may be made 
use of in tlic advance of the British reinforcements from Peshawur. I luive 
the honor to re(piesl tliat if your means admit of it, without crippling 
the British artilleFy under orders to proceixl witli 11 (t Majesty’s yth 
Foot, you will be so good as to provide a set of drag rop(\s for six 
9-pounders, with sjiare rope and the usual (piantity of small stores, and to 
consign them on camels lightly laden, to the care of Captain Law- 
rence, Assistant xigent Governor-GeneraL 

I have, &c., 

G. Clerk, 


No. 79. — Lieuteiiant-Colontd J, TuHoch to Mr, Clerk, 

Camp, Jk^um, December 9, 1841. 

Sni, — I have the honor to report the arriv|iat this jdaco in progress 
to Afig hail i Stan, of the detachment under command*, and to add 
that I purpose marching to Rlmlas to-morrow morning. 

1 have, he., 

J. Tllloch. 

No. 80. — General Sir Jasper Nieolls to the Gor era or '-Genera I of 
Lidia in Council, 

Delhi, December 20, 1841. 

Sms, — Beferriiig to the lUh, 12th, and 13th paragraphs of my 
dispatch of the 12tli instant, to the address of 3^001* Lordship in Council 
respecting the assembly of a body of troops on this frontier, I have now 
the honor to transcribe the paragraph of a letter dated instant, 

received from Mr. Clerk, on that subject. 

* 4th Company, 6th Battalion, ArdUery ; 5th Company Sappers and Miners 
Got h Kegiment Native Infantry, 64ih ditto ditto. 
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I shall not fail immediately to apprize your Excellency, should it 
appear tliat the actual assemblage of a large force on this frontier's 
necessary, or that it would be desirable that the regiments intended for 
sucli concentration should entertain their field establishments. It does 
not seem to me that at present eitlier one or the otlier of these measures 
is necessary to the quiet of the north-western provinces, provided the 
Goorkhas arc not encroaching upon us. Even should worse disasters 
befall our arms in tlie west than Aftghaii prqwoss can indict, and the 
whole of the reinfor<!ements now in orders liave left this frontier, I (u>n- 
ceive that the north-western provinces would still continue to lie 
securely ludd, if our cantonments could be replenislied to tlie same extent 
as before, but not otherwise.” 

2. Relying on this opinion, fully borne out by all present appearanc’cs, 
and the latest information, I have not taken any measures to collect 
troops. 

3. The 6th and 55th Regiments will nuich Kurnaul about the 8th 
of January, and the 9th arrive at Delhi about the 27th. Tlie J5th and 
and 73rd will soon be moving in this direction also. These five corps 
will replace the five proceeding across the Punjab. 

1 am, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 


No. 81. — Tlie G (me rnor^ General of India in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nieolls. 

Fort William^ January 3 , 1841 . 

Sir, — In rcjdy to your dispatch of the 20th ultimo, we have only to 
express our entire approval of your Excellency having, on the opinion 
given to you by Mr. G1 Tk, borne out, as it was, by all jiresent appiniran- 
ces, and the latest information, refrained from adopting any measures for 
the assemblage of troops in the northwest provinces. 

I have, &c., 

Auckland, wfw. Bird, W. Casement, & II. T. Pkinsep. 


No, 82. — Major-General Sir Robert Sale to ilajor Craujw, 

Jcllalahady December 10 , 1841 . 

Sir, — The enemy have not ventured on even a demonstration towards 
Jeilalabad since the 1st instant. 

The hostile chiefs are still at Umr Khail, twelve milc^ distant, but arc 
said to Iiave few followers, and to be distracted with dissensions among 
themselves, and between them and the rebel leaders at.Cabool. We 
have received some further account of the affair of the 23rd ultimo, in 
the environs of that capital. Our ultimate success on that day does not 
seem doubtful, but our troops met with a check in the first onset, and a 
gun fell into the hands of the enemy, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver, 5th Native Infantry ; Captain Mackintosh, 
of the same corps ; and Lieutenant Lang, 27th, were killed : and Captain 
W'alker, Irregular Horse, died of Iiis wounds. On the part of the iusiir- 
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gents, 3Ieer Mi^eedee, the most influential chief of the Kohistanoes, 
fsils and Abdoomih KJiaii Acliikzie, the assassin of Sir A. Burnos, was 
wounded. 

I have, &c., 

B. Sajlje. 


No. 83 , — Mffjor Craig to to 3Ii\ Maddoclt, 

Delhi, December 2^, 1841. 

Sin, — T have the honor, by direction of his Excellency tlie Coinmaii- 
der-in-Chief, to forward, for the itifoniiatioii of the Right Honorable the 
Governor-General of India in Council, copies of dispatches of the 24th 
ultimo and lOth instant, from Major-General Sir Robert Sale, K.C.B, 
commanding the force at Jellalabad. 

1 have also b(^eii requested to report, that the troops detailed in the 
margin* have been ordered to cross the Run jab towards l^^shawnr, 
remaining only two days at Ferozepore after the arrival of Her Majesty’s 
9th Regiment. 

Major-General Boyd, commanding the Sirhind division, has bt'en 
desired to send forward the 1st Light CUivalry from Kurnaul, to noplace 
the 10th Regiment at Ferozepore. 

I have likewise been instructed to add, that Major-General Pollock, 
C. B., has been ordered to proceed by dawk to Ferozepore, to assume 
command of the troops moving to Peshawur. 

I have, &c., 

P. CjlATGin. 


No. 84 . — General Sir Jasper Nicolk to the Govcnior-- General of 
India in CounclL 

Delli, December 24, 1841. 

Mv Lord, — I have the honor to acknowle^o the receipt, this morning, 
of your Lordship’s dispatch of the L5th iiist^t by express. 

2. My receipt last night of an express from Mr. Clerk, dated 21st 
instant, with thirteen iiiclosures, all of which have been of course com- 
municated by him to Government, removed all remaining doubt as to the 
proj)riety of directing Her Majesty’s 9tli Foot, and the 26th Native In- 
fantry to follow the brigade under Brigadier Wild, which they will accord- 
ingly do, early next month. 

3. The repeated calls for cavaliy, and your Lordship’s opinion given 
in .the 2nd paragra})h of your dispatch of the 2ud instant, have induced 
me to order the 1 0th Cavalry to march with Major-General MeCaskill 
which will, 1 hope, bo approved under the circumstances stated by Mr. 
Clerk, and quoted in my dispatch to your Lordship in Council, on the 
20th instant. 


* loth Regiment of Light Cavalry; 3 guns of 5th Light Field Battery ; Her 
Majesty’s 9th Foot ; 2()tb Regiment Native Infantry ; Light Company 6th Native 
Jnlautry ; 2nd Uissallah, 3rd Irregular Cavalry. 
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4. In addition lo tlie two 9-pouiidcr ^iins and 24-pouiidor howitzer, 
ordered to move with tlie Major-General, I l)eg to apprize your Lordsliij) 
that five other pieces, indented for by Captain Abbott, will accompany 
tliis convoy. 

5. In obedience to your Lordsliip’s wishes that Major-General Luinhy 
should be placed in connnand of the force assembling at Pesliawur I 
re(iuested Ids attendance at my tent, and placed the dispatc^li, now 
acknowledged, in Ids hands. The General is still very weak, though 
improved in liealtli ; he is willing to proceed, but reipiested that his im^- 
dical adviser sliould be consulted as to Ids ability to undertake such a 
service 

Assistant Surgeon Tunner decidedly assured me tliat his state of 
health would l)y no means admit of the required exertion and exposure. 

6. In this dilemma, I have ordered Major-Gtmeral Pollock to proceed 
by dawk to Feroz(‘pore, and there assume the charge, tliat is the irdlitary 
command. 

. I have, 8cc., 

J. Nicolls. 


No, 85. — Mi\ Maddock io General Sir Jafiper Nieolls. 

Fort William, Janxia^'y 3, 1842 . 

Sir, — We have received your Excellency’s disjiatch of the 24tli ultimo, 
and dei'ply as we regret that the state of Major-General Lumley’s healtli 
should have deprivcul the Government of Ids services, in the im])ortant 
post which wo liad j)roposed tliat lie should hold, we arc salistied with tlie 
judiciousness of the selection which your Exccflleiicy has made for Ids 
successor in the jierson of Major-CJeneral Pollock. That officer will ))(i 
vested with the same Political authority beyond the Indus, which we had 
designed to confiT on Maj(»r- General Lnmley, and he should be instruct{‘d 
t(» place himself in direct and confidential communication witli Mr. 
Clerk, as the (ddef Political authority (charged with the control of British 
int(*rests on our north-west frontier, and in the territories of Lahore. 

2. Ciqitain Mackesoii and the other subordinate Political Authorities 
in the eastern pnwinces of Affghanistan, will be apprised of the Major- 
GeneraVs appointment to those duties, and directed to seek their iustrue- 
tioiis from him from the date of liis crossing the Indus, and lo keep him 
fully inforiru^d of the state of affairs in that quarter, during his marcli 
across the Punjaub. 

3. We have resolved to appoint Lieutenant Sir Riclimond Sliake- 
spear, to hold the office of Secretary to Major-General Pollock, and we 
trust that the talents of this officer, by which his late services in Central 
Asia liave been distinguished, will prove of much advaiitiige to tlie 
Major-General in the field of operations now open to him. 

We have, &c., 

Auckland, W. W. Bird, W. CAs1t:MEN7’, & II. T. PuiNSEr. 
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No. — 86. Major Craigie to Brigadier fVild, 

Dclhij Decemher 26, 1841. 

Sin, — On the 1 1 instant I had the honor to convey to you in dispatch, 
No. 2,360, the general instructions of the Comaian(ier-in-Chief, for your 
guidance in the important command to wliich you have been nominated, 
and I am now required to express the apprehension of his P^xcellency, 
that the communication may have miscarried or l>een delayed in transit, 
otlierwise the receipt of so interesting a paper would at once have been 
acknowledged ; a duplicate of the dispatch has accordingly been pre- 
pared, and will be transmitted with the present letter. 

I liave been instructed to take the present opportunity to apprize you, 
that Her Majesjty^s 9th Foot, and the 26th Native Infantry, with the lOth 
Regiment of Cight Cavalry, and half of No. 5 Light Field Batt(‘Ty, 
have been ordered to march towards Peshawur without any unnecessary 
delay. 

Mnjor-Gcneral Pollock, C.B., has been selected for the chief command 
of the forces, and Captain Ponsonby, now at Peshawur, will be attached 
to the Major-General, as his Assistant Adjutant-General : you will there- 
fore require tliat otHcer to await at Peshawur, Major-General Pollock’s 
arrival. 

The infantry of the force will be divided into two brigades. The first 
brigade, consisting of Hey Majesty’s 9th Foot, and 26th and 53rd 
Regiments of Native Iimintry, will be commanded by Major-Geiu^ral 
McCaskill. The second brigade will be composed of the 30th, 60th 
and 64th regiments, and will be under your orders, with Captain Loftic 
as your Brigade Major. 

This distribution of the troops into brigades is not, however, to inter- 
fere with your (jonnnand of the four battalions and details at present iu 
advance, and you will consider the instructions you hiive received as 
fully ap{)licable to the present state of affairs, as wlicn they were first 
prepared. 

The Commander-in-Chief has again carefully considered these instruc- 
tions, and he does not observe that he can improve them. 

If you are confident that you can pass through the Khyber Pass with 
your four corps, it is, his Fxcellency observes;, certainly of importance to 
show the Afighan nation how speedily (distance considered) we can 
repair our misfortunes ; but you are not uniuHiessarily to run any very 
great risk. 

You will let the convoy for Jellalabad be as large as considerations of 
sfH'iirity will warrant, bearing in mind that ammunition is a primary 
consideration, then treasure, and then food. 

Ali Musjid ought to be occupied with three companies of Native In- 
fantry, well provisioned, and with a good store of ammunition ; its 
defences must also be n^paired. The remainder of the corps furnishing 
the garrison, should be posted further in the pass, in some defensible and 
commanding position ; at this season it is hoped that no unhealth in ess 
prevails to prevent this arrangement. 

With the four corps of infantry, Captain Ferris’s corps of Jezailcliees 
should advance. 

If either of the northern passes is attempted, the Commaiider-in-Chief 



ih'sircs tljnt tlu' operation may Ik' uudertnken by the Sikh troops, kee])iiig 
KIryber to our own Nadvc Tiifaiifry, aiul by no means mixing tlie two 

With two establislied posts in the Khyber, the ConunantltT-in-CIiief 
aiitieipat(‘s no serious diffi(‘ulty in the advance of the infantry and (‘avaJry 
under Major-General Pollock. 

1 have, ite., 

y , Ckaioii:, 


No. fu. — (icwrfd Sir Jasper AlroHs to ilte (fOvernor-Geueral la 

( \)nariL 

^ Delltf, December 27, l84K 

yiv liOf{!>, — ]\(‘terring to the Drd and Ith ])aragraphs of niy Ic-ttor of 
rhe I2f]i inslant, and to instructions S(‘nt on tlu* preceding day to Briga- 
V/ild, I have now the hoinn* to submit a copy of a dis])atch address- 
ed yc^sterday to tliat ollieer, whicii J trust your Lordsliip in (vouucil will 
approN'c. 

2. My oljeet is to encourage Brigadier Wild to advance, with su]>- 
plies, trcasur<\ and anununition, to Jellalabad, if the state of affairs there 
and in the KhyIxT Pass seems to promise tliat it may he done without 
any great risk. It must have a good (effect, even at Cabool, if we can 
thus promptly rejdaee what we have lo^t and expended. 

o. Begarding the p(»sts to established in the pass, I can Ijave no 
doubt as to the. firm occuj)ation of All Musjid. Military considerations 
j>oint out Lundikhana as tlu' suitable po.sition on the opposite or western 
side of the highest j)ortion of the pass ; Imt Brigadier Wild shall l)e or- 
dered to weigli most carefully all the dilliculties and risks by whieli a 
(U'laehment placed there inay Ik? surrounded before he plans it. 

d. If the tribes in the vicinity are resolved to oppose our passage, 
the four Native Jlegimeuts will await tUr arrival of tlie third division, but 
if a junction with Major-General Sir Bobert Sale oa.u now be efreet(‘d, 
it sJioiild iKjt ])(* postponed till February. 

o. I am making arrangements for replacing the tents of Her Majes- 
ty’s 13th Light Infantry, and for supplying the Native? troops at Jclhda- 
IkuI with lh(? ttiiits now on their way for corps at Cabool, which can be 
r(‘placed by the February convoy. 

1 have, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 


No. 88. — 3faJor-Generul Sir Robert Sale to Major. Craujle, 

Jellahhad^ Decemher 13, 1841. 

Sir, — Being doubtful whether the previous cossids have reached 
Peshawar, and a dawk having been now estaldished along the margin of 
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the Cabool River, by which three small packets have come safely to this 
place, I think it advisable to recapitulate, for his Excellency's information, 
part of the contents of mine of the 10th instant. 

Since their defeat on the 1st, the enon)y have not ventured on oven a 
demonstration towards Jellalabad. We have received some further 
accounts of the affair in the environs of Cabool, on the 23rd ultimo. It 
does not appear doubtful that the ultimate sf.ccoss of the British on that 
day was decisive ; but the troops experienced a check at tlio first onset, 
and a gun was captured by the eiioiny ; the loss was lieavy on botli sides. 

On ours, Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver, and <"a])tain Mackintosh, 5th 
Regiment Native Infantry, and Lieutenant Laing, 27t]i, were killed ; and 
Captain Walker, 4th Regiment Irregular Cavalry, has died of his wounds. 
On the part of the insurgents, Meer Mnsje<ule(*, the most influential chief 
in tlie KoJiIstan, Abdoolla Khan Achickzye, — the assassin of Sir A. 
Burncs, and many otlier num of n^te ami distinction among lliem, lun e 
fallen. Our spi(‘s report, that another action was fought at the village of 
Wuzeerabad, near Cabool, on tlie 4th instant, whi(ih terminated most 
favourably to us ; hut no communication lias readied us on tin's subject 
from the Balia Hissar, or the cantonment. 

As regards the situation and prospects of the troops at Jellalabad, I 
niiuit again ask of you to remind his Excellency, that the wliole of our 
camp equipage was destroyed at Gundamuck, and iimst be sup]>lif‘d again, 
to enable us to take the field. 

Our soldiers are on half ratioiis, and we have provisions at the full rate 
for six weeks. The troops are healthy, as the acoomjianying slate wdll 
show, although they labour six hodrs daily on the fortifications, and th(‘re 
are not three full reliefs for tlie guards on the walls. Treasure is urgently 
required, officers and men being from two to three months in arrears ; 
and our Commissariat’s arrangements cramped for want of the means of 
disbursements. I have mentioned, that I have no official details of the 
affairs at Cabool ; but from all that T can glean of their nature, I con- 
clude that the expenditure of ordnance ammunition, has been very great, 
and that a large supply, especially of grape and Shrapnell, ouglit to 
accompany the reinforcements. 

Captain Mackeson informs us, under date the 10th instant, that a 
Rissalah, in charge of ammunition, was to cross the Attock on that day, 
and that the Lst brigade of infantry has passed the Jhelum. Wliilst on 
the subject of reinforcement, I would beg to reiterate my recommenda- 
tion, that a seige train of heavy ordnance be sent hero, without which 
many of the forts of the refractory chiefs cannot be reduced, and that 
Engineer Officers, capable of conducting the attack of a place, accom- 
])any it. At present there is one only at Cabool, who is permanently 
attached to Shah Shooja. 

The regiments of infantry of my brigade urgently require clothing, if 
not relieved this season. I am given to understand, that a part of that of 
the 13th was lost some time since, in boats on the Ganges, and the 35th 
Uas now in wear its coats of 1838. Both need watch coats. 

I have, &c., 


R. Sale. 
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No. SO . — General ^Ir Jasper Nicolh to the Governor-- General In 

Council, 


Camp, one march north of Delhi, 
December 29, J84i. 

Mr Loro, — The accompany ing dispatch, dated 13th inst., from'Major- 
General Sir Robert Sale, Jias already been submitted to your Lordship in 
Council, through the military department ; but as Sir Robert has reiieated 
his suggestion that ‘‘a siege 4rain of heavy ordance be sent forward,” 
without which, “ many of the hjrts of the refractory chiefs cannot be 
reduced,” I think it necessary to bring this subject to your Lordshi])’s 
notice. 

2. Before“we could scud this train by Jellalaliad, and collect, with 
extreme diHicuIty and some risk, the troops whicii should accompany it, 
we siiall know how 8ir William Ma^aghten and General Elphinstone 
have been able to repel or disperse tnBfnsurgents. If an amnesty should 
be grant(Ml, w'e cannot require this great armament. If the rebels are 
obliged to rolin(|ui.sh their undertaking, and to return home in despair, 
arc we to iirouse them again by following them into their valleys and 
fas(m‘sses ? 

3. It may be most just and expedient to punish two or three of the 
greatest traitors, by levelling their stronghold ; but war against tribes 
seems so closely to resembh* a resolution to subdue the country again, 
at what(‘ver cost, that I cannot sanctioji even preparation for such an 
object, without your Lordsliip in Councirs express orders. 

4. Intimately coiiiieeted with these repeated suggestions that a heavy 
train should be sent on, are Captain Maegrogor and Captain Mackeson’s 
recommendations, (equally freipieiit and more urgent,) that 10,000 or 
12,000 troops, including three or more European regiments should be 
sent via the runjab into Afghanistan. 

.5. When the corps n)arch next week, tlie numbers already moving on 
Peshawiir will exceed 7,0(JO men ; and beyond this great reinforcement 
I shall most unwillingly spare a man from the Sirhind or Meerut Divi- 
sions, except for tlie February convoy. 

0. In reply to Mr. Secretary Madd(»ck*s dispatch of tlie 18th 
instant, 1 have tlie lionor to state , that llie 3rd Native Infantry has been 
ordered to proceed to Saugor, in order to enable the General ()fbccT com- 
manding there, to relieve the Madras troops at Jabulpore and Ilnsiug;!- 
bad. A regiment will be sent from Benares to Mirzapore, to enable the 
3rd to move witliout any avoidable delay. 

I have, &e., 

J. Xjcollr. 


No. 90. — The Governor- General of India in Council to Sir J, 

Nieolls, 

Fort William, Jtnmart/ G, 1842, 

Srn, — We have received your dispatch, dated the 28lh ultimo, and 
have to express our entire coneurreiice in the resolution of your Excel- 

N 2 
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lenry, not to comply with that part of Major-General Salehs requisition, 
which relates to sending a siege train of heavy ordnance to Affghanistan, 
as tl)is resolution is in perfect accordance with the views of Government, 
exjdained to your Excellency in our letter of the 2nd ultimo, as is also 
the opinion expressed in the 5th paragraph of your letter against sending 
further reinforcements to Peshawar, beyond the force exceeding 7,000 
men, already en route to Affghanistan. 

2. We entirely approve of the arrangement reported in the last 
paragraph. 

3. We take this opportunity of furnishing your Excellency with a 
copy of a resolution which has been this day passed, for vesting the 
Commanding Officers of divisions of the Army employed in Affghanistan, 
with political authority, independent of the Political Agents and Assist- 
ants under the Envoy and Minister, and pointing out the manner in 
which their correvspondcnce with Xrovernraent is to be carried on ; and 
we propose, in the course of a Ww days, to address your Excellency 
again on the extent to which we desire you to act, without the delay of 
reference to us, in issuing your own instructions to those officers for the 
direction of their movements beyond our frontier, and tliat of Sinde 
and the Punjab. 

We have, 8cc., 

ArcKLANi), W.W. Bmi), W. Casement, & H.T. Prtnsef. 

No. 91. — Ilesolatlon hy the Govirrnmeiit of India, 

Fort WilUaniy January G, 1842. 

Til th(? conduct of military operations at the present crisis in Aflghan- 
istari and the adjoining countries, it appears to the Govenj(»r-Geii(M*al in 
Council to be of all things most essential to attend to the expedience, 
the safety, and the necessity of military movements witli references to 
military considerations in the first place. These will doubtless always be 
affected more or less by political circumstances, but they should be under 
the control of such circumstances no further than commanding olHcaTs, 
responsible for their own military arrangements, and for the honor and 
success of the troops committed to their charge, may seci fitting. llis 
Lordship in Council has come to tliis resolution in no mistrust of our 
political officers in that quarter. lie is conscious that they are, for the 
most part, possessed of much talent and information, that they are ever 
actuated by unbounded zeal in the service of the state, and that they 
liave the means of procuring the best inlolligence for the guidance of the 
military commandants, but in the present (urcumstanees of great military 
difficulty, and in the absence of all means of receiving ordi'rs from Sir 
W. Macnaghten the constituted representative of Govermrient in that 
country", his Lordship in Council would throw upon each military com- 
mandant a more than usual discretion in whatever may regard military 
movements, or the safety of the tn)ops, or the defence or abandonment of 
the positions occupied by our forces’. 

2. The Generals comnfanding divisions will not hesitate to give the 
weight that is due to the advice of the political officers, ^viio will also put 
them in possession of their instrnctions, and all their intelligence, and 
in the absence of any competent imlitical superior they will consider 
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themselves under the direction of the military commandants, and will 
address to them all those con^muiiications which w'ould have been former- 
ly addressed to the Envoy and Minister. 

3. The commanding offic- rs to whom these observations may be 
fully applicable are, Major-General Nott, commanding at CandaJiar, 
and Major-General Pollock, proceeding to take the command on the 
Sikh frontier towards .lellalabad. 

4. To these officers instructions will be issued to the above effect, juid 
co])ies of the resolution will be communicated to the political officers at 
Peshawar, Jellalabad, and Candahar, with the request of Government, that 
they will, with their wonted zeal and devotion, render the functions of' 
their respective offices conducive in tlie fullest manner to the information 
of the military commanding ollicers with whom they are to be associated 
and to the success of all military operations decided on by the military 
authorities. 

/). The above resolution will mft extend in the case of Captain 
Mackeson, Political Agent at Pcsliawur, to any matters of a military or 
jKditical nature having relation to the government of Lahore. In all 
matters involving the interests of that (government, Captain Ma(‘kes()n 
will be exclusively under the authority of Mr. (derk the Agent of the 
Governor-General on the Nortli-West Frontier. 

(). Tlie Political Agent in Siiide and 13(‘loochistan is already in 
direct communication with tliti Government of India. It is not pro- 
))Osed to make any cl uinge in that resj)cct, nor to place Major Out ram 
under the eoiitrol of tiu^ (»fficer commanding the forces in Sindc. 
With tliat officer he will maintain a elose and (•ontidential communi- 
cation of the ord(Ts that In* Ijms received from Government, and 
of the int(‘lIigonco tliat realties him : and in regard to ;dl military 
o))cratior)s whatever, Brigadier England will act upon his own disi'rc- 
tion, with the same indepeiidciit power as that coiifiUTcd on tin; two 
officers mimed above. 

7. Major-Generals* Nott and Pollock, and Brigadier England, will 
address the Government of India, in tlie Secret and Political Dcjiartnumt, 
direct, on a, 11 matters of a military and j)oliti(‘al nature comu'cted with 
tlioir ])resent commands, and will either forward their dis]>atehcs under 
flving seals to the ad<lress of Ids Exeelleiicy the C’ommander-iii-(dd(*f, or 
v/ill furnish his Exeelleucy with copies of their dispate.he.s to the Gomtu- 
nient, according to the circumstances of position of his Excellency’s 
(uiinp, which may render one course or the other most convenient. 

8. Copies of this resolution will be communicated to the Commander- 
in-C]hief, the Agent (Governor-General on the North-West Frontier, and 
the Political Agent in Sinde and Bcdoochistan, and extracts, as })(*r 
margin, to the otlier oflicors named lierein, and a separate letter will he 
hereafter addressed to Ids Excellency the Commandcr-in-Chief on tlie 
subject of Ids Excellency’s, authority to issue din^ff, orders for the 
guidance of military operations beyond the Sinde and British frontiers. 

T. II. Maddock. 


^ Para. 1, 2, and 7, General Nott. Para. I to .5, to Political Agent,Pesbawur. 

„ 1, 2, 5, & 7, General Pollock. „ I to 4, ditto Jellalahad, 

,, f), and 7, to Brigadier England. „ 1 to 4, ditto Candahar. 
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No. 92. — The Governor- General of . Lidia in Council to the. Secret 

. Committee, 

Fort William^ January 22, No, 9, 1842. 

Honourable Sirs, — With reference to our dispatch in this depart* 
ment, under date the 9th instant, per India Steamer, submitting a precis 
of our latest information regarding the state of affairs in Affghaiiistan, 
we have now to communicate, with the deepest regret, the melancholy 
intelligence, sucli as it lias yet reached us, of the treacherous murder of 
the Envoy and Minister, Sir Willian Macnaghten, at a conference to 
which he was invited, in furtherance of negotiations for the withdrawal 
of our troops. 

2. We pass over the reports of a somewliat improved state of affairs at 
Cabool, which had reached us at difibrent dates, previously to the receipt 
of this intelligence. From our dispatch of the 9tli instant, your Honora- 
ble Committee will be aware of flie unsatisfactory accounts which had 
reached us from Cabool to the 9th of December. From that date to the 
2oth, we have no letter from any of the F>ritish otHcers, eitlier of the 
Cabool mission or force ; but it appears certain that about the 13th or 
loth of December, Sir William Macnaghten judged it necessary to make 
overtures to the Affghan chiefs in arms against us, on the basis of bur 
evacuation of the positions which we held at the capital. While these 
overtures wore under discussion, supjdies were obtained in the canton- 
ment, which gave rise to tlie more favourable rejiorts that your Honora- 
ble Committee will find in letters of different dates from Jellalabad and 
Peshawar. Mahomed Akhbar Khan, son of Dost Mahomed Khan, wlio 
had escaped from confinement at Bokhara, and wiis procc(Hling to Cabool, 
to deliver himself up to the Envoy and JMinistcr, found tlie insurreciion, 
in full violence on his arrival, and immediately took a prominent y>art in 
it. He aj)pears to have been the channel through which Sir William 
Macnagh ten’s nogociations for withdrawal were carried on, and was bc- 
li(wed in the country to be disposed in some measure to aid our interests. 
Wliat the motives were, which induced him to take the life of Sir William 
Macnaghten, by an act which seems to have been one of the most gross 
and barbarous perfidy, we do not yet know with accuracy, but tlie fact of 
th(j murder is placed beyond doubt, by the brief note of Major Pottiiiger 
of December 23th, and by tlie concurrent tenor of all the reports which 
have reached Jellalabad. The letter froirt Cabool of the son of the 
Governor of Jellalabad to his father of the latter jdace, of wliich your 
Honorable Committee will find a translation appended to Mr, Clerk’s 
dispatch of the 12th instant, gives all the detail of which we are in pos- 
session up to this time, respecting this deplorable event. 

3. We await further and more accurate reports before we decide on 
the measures which it may be becoming to pursue in consequence of this 
bloody outrage ; and we must also very anxiously await these reports, 
that we may learn the fate of the troops which appear to have been re- 
duced to a state of most imminent peril at Cabool. We need not assure 
your Honourable Committee that, on the first occasion of which cir- 
cumstances wilFadmit, we will cause the strictest inquiry to be made in 
ri^ard to the military proceedings 'of which we are now compelled to 
«i 3 ticipate that the result will be so calamitous. 

4. It has been our first duty to determine whether further reinforce- 



inents ouglit to be foi’Vr’'arded to strengthen our position on tlie Affghnn 
frontier, and your Honojarable Committe will observe that we have imme- 
diately instructed his Excellency the Commauder-in-Chief to prepare 
another efficient brigade with cavalry and artillery for an advance to 
Poshawur, that we have aiithorwed, under the sanction given by the 
Honorable Court, the raising of another regiment of regular cavalry, and 
that we have taken measures for adding to the efficiency of the force of 
artillery it^the north-western provinces. 

5. It may be satisfactory to your Honourable Committee to be in- 
formed diat after the marcli of this further brigade, if it sliould be order- 
ed to move beyond the Indus, wc shall still have aii array of fift(»on 
thousand men, (after providing for the security of all stations ami canton- 
ments) available for concentration and service on our north-western 
frontier. 

6. We proceed to notice shortly such other papers connected witli 
this subject as may ajipear to be of prominent interest. 

PUNJAB AND PESHAWUR. 

7. The coi’cspondence liere referred to, regards the co-operation of 
the troops of the Lahore Government. Captain Macheson writes on the 
25tli ultimo, that they still showed symptoms of insubordination. 

8. In his letter raargiiuilly referred to, Captain Mackeson strongly 
recommended the employiuent of a body of 700 Patau horsemen, wlio 
liad last year accompanied our troops tlirougli the Khyber Pass. I'lieso 
men seemed willing to serve us, and their example, he observed, might 
have the effect of shaming tlie Sikh troops into a pi’oper sense of their 
duty. He represented, liowever, that they complained of the non-fuKil- 
ineiit of some promise of extra pay which they alleged to have been made 
to tliern on the occasion of their former employment in the Khyber. Mr. 
(^Icrk has, as will be seen, authorized Captain Maekosoii to fulfil, in so 
far as the British and Aflghaii (jlovcrnments are concerned, any ]m>* 
inise of extra pay that may liave actually been made to tiie Sikh troops 
Vvlnlst serving beyond the Khyber last year. 

9. We have apj^roved of Mr. Clerk’s ))roeeedings on tliis occasion, 
ami called on Sir C. M. Wade for an explanation of tlie grounds of the 
claim to extra batta, wdiile employed in the Khyber, which has been 
advanced by the Putans. 

KHYBER. 

10. According to our latest information, this pass continued open. 
Captain Mackeson mentions having paid the Maliks of Khyber 4,000 ru- 
jiees, on the condition of their dispersing their tribes from Ali Musjid, and 
keejiing the ])ass quiet, and he also mentions that the Afreedee Maliks 
had been holding ‘‘ Jirglia” (council) for several days, and tliat the result 
of their deliberations, (previously, however, to the receipt of the latest 
tidings from Cabool,) had been to keep tiie pass open, not to molest our 
convoys or dawks, and to punish the parties who had stopped the dawk 
some days previously. 

11. In a letter dated 3rd instant, Captain ^Mackeson mentions, that 
Toorabaz Khan, the friendly Mohumud chiefs through whom our commu- 
nications with Jallalabad had latterly been carried on, apprehended 
another attack from his rival Saadut Khan, and that he had assisted him 
witli funds for the preservation of his position. 



JELLALABAD. 

12. Captain McGregor writes to Captain Mack(>son on tlie 27th 
ultimo, that they were all continuing to do well at Jellalabad. lie . has 
ackijowledged the receipt of 26,000 out of the 50,000 rupees sent to 
liirn by Captain Mackeson tlirougli the agency of Toorabaz Klinii, and 
expected that the balance then at Lalpoora would be sent on as soon as 
Toorabaz Khan heard of the safe arrival of the first consignment. 

REINFORCEMENTS. 

13. Witli advertence to paragraph 33 of our letter No. 2, we beg to 
transmit, as a number of the packet, the accomiianying eo})y of the 
(k)minander-in-Chiers further instructions to Brigadier Wild, aiilhoriz- 
ing him to entertain a body of Jezailchces for service in the Khybor. 

14. The documents here referred to, regard the deputation of Cap- 
tain Lawrence to act in conjuction with Brigadier Wild and Ca})taifi 
Mackeson in Pesliawur, and the orders issued by the Lahore Durbar to 
its officers in Peshawur, to co-operate witfi our troops. In these will l)e 
found stated the dates on which the 30th, 53rd, 60th, and 64th Regi- 
ments of Native Infanty reach Peshawur. 

15. On the 3rd Jannaiy, Captain Mackeson reported that the four 
corps of Native Infantry were then encamped within one marcli of Ali 
Musjid. lie said they had four guns made over to us by the Sikh autho- 
rities in camp, and lie was in hojies that 700 Patan horsemen in the 
service of the Sikhs would be ready to accompany them next day. 

16. Orders, it appeared, continued to reach General AvitabiJe for the 
advance into Khyber of the Mussulman auxiliaries, in support of our 
troops ; but it was supposcul that they would not 1>(‘ able, owing to the 
want of pay, and the defectiveness of flie arrangements for obtaining 
su])pli(‘s, to advance be 3 X)nd Ali Musjid. Melitele Singh, with four. Sikh 
batla lions, was reported to have arrived at Attock, and Keishree Singli, 
witli troops from Lahore, at Vazecrabad, on his way to Peshawur. 

17. On the 8th instant Mr. Clerk rejiortiHl that the brigade under 
Major-General McCaskill, K.C.H., composed as below, crossed the Sutlej, 
on the 4tli idem, at Ferozepore, in progress to Affyiaiiistan : — 
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18. In our communication to the Commander-iii^Chief, consequent 
on the receipt of Mr. Clerk’s dispatch of the 12th instant, your Honoura- 
ble Committee will see that we have recommended his Excellency to 
summon Mr. Clerk tp his head-riuartcrs, for the convenience of immediate 
reference to him on the existing exigency of affairs, as we consider that 
geijtleman’s opinions on the disposition and probable proceedings of the 
Sikh Durbar to he entitled to the greatest weiglit. 

CANDAIIAR. 

19. We have received no authentic intelligence from Candahar since 
the date of our last report of the 9th instant, per India” steamer. 
Owing to the reports of a hostile feeling against us having arisen on the 
part of some of the tribes, between Candahar and Killali Abdoolhili, it 
had been d(iemed prudent, by our authorities at Quetta, to withdraw our 
detachment from that post ; this detachment accordingly reached Quetta 
on the 21st ultimo, with loss of only five stragglers, and the private pro- 
I)erty of the ofHcers, which had been voluntarily left behind them, for the 
purpose of saving ammunition and public stores, Re])orts were current 
of an intended attack upon Quetta, but tliat place, with a reinforcement 
of 100 men of Her Majesty’s list Foot, and a wing of a regiment of 
Native Infantiy, was believed to be quite safe against any Ibrce tlie 
insurgents could bring against it. It was subscKjuently stated that tlie 
intention to attack Quetta had been for the time abandoned })y the rebels, 
and the leader of the h>rce, destined for that purpose, recalled to Cabool. 
Major Outran! appeared to ))la(‘.e confidence in the lidelity of the Murrees 
and Kakurs to ilicir late engagements, and tliougljt that they had refused 
to listen to tlie seditious overtures of the traitor Nail) of Shawl. 

20. Up to the date of our latx^st iiiformatiou tranquillity prevailed in 
Siiide and B('looeIiistaii, and though Major Outrarn appeared to omit no 
measure of precaution, ho did not seem to ai)prehend any disturbance 
within the sphere of Iiis jurisdiction ; but your llonoura])Ie Committee 
will be in possession of later inUdJigenco from this quarter, direct 
through Bombay, than any that we can furnish from hence. 

I)0>ST MAHOMED KHAN. 

21. On the receipt of authentic inUdligeiice of Mahomed Ak])ar 
Khan’s having assassinated Sir William Mai'ujiglitcau Mr. Clerk directed 
Captain Nicolson to make Dt)st Mahomed a close prisoner, fweveuting all 
couimunication with, him or his retinue by Affghans or Ilindoostaiiees, 
except with his, Captain Nicolson’s, permission. Further, giving him 
authority to increase the guard over the Ex- Ameer’s camp. 

22. W^e have approved of Mr. Clerk’s proceedings, and intimated an 
opinion that similar precautions should be taken to ensure the safe cus- 
tody of all members of the Ameer’s family now in Hindoostan ; but that 
no severity of treatment should be practised, beyond wliat may be re- 
quired for such custody, and if the Ameer slwjuld j)articularly desire to 
have one or two members of his family brought from Loodiana, to reside 
with him, the indulgence, under the precautions indispensable to prevent 
csca]>c, may be granted to him. 
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POLITICAL. 

23. In his letter to Mr. Clerk, dated 25th December, Captain Macke* 
son entered into some speculation respecting the course of policy to be 
pursued with reference to the present posture of our aifairs to the west- 
ward of the Indus, and the possibility of our hold on the city of Cabool 
itself being for tlie present entirely lost. I'lie only portion of his 
suggestions wliich we have noticed, is that which relates to our endea- 
vouring to obtain the cession of Peshawar from the Lahore Government. 
Your Honorable Committee will perceive, from our instructions to Mr. 
Clerk, which formed Inclosure No. 8 of our Letter No. 2, that Captain 
Mackcvscnhas been strictly enjoined to avoid any agitation of this subject, 
the prosecution of wliich is wholly foreign from our views alike of justice 
and expediency. 

24. For other particulars, in connection with th(‘ subjects adverted to in 
this letter, we w^ould beg to refer your Honorable C'ommittee to the news 
letters by this mail. 

25. The Lahore intelligence ])apers your Honorable Committee will 
receive to a later date, direK‘t through Mr. Clerk. 

26. We have but to add with reference to our intimation in our 
dispatch of 22ud December, 1841, respecting the sending some rein- 
forcements of European regiineids to India, that it is of urgent import- 
ance, with reference to the season for marching and military opiTations, 
that such reiiiforcciTKMit should rea(*h this country at least by the middle 
of October next. We think it right to notice t his circumstance, although 
we are sensible that considerations iif this nature will be fully weighed 
by your Honorable Committee. 

We have, 

AxrcKLANP, W.W Dini), W. Casemext, Il.T. Pkinsep. 


No. 93. — Mr, Clerk to Mr. JMaddock, 

January 2, 1842. 

Sm, — I I /e the honor to transmit <‘opies ot‘ three letters to my 
address from Captain Mackoson, dated the 25th and 2()th ultimo, for- 
warding copies of letters addressed to him by Captain Maegregor, on tlu' 
20tli and 22nd ultimo. 

2. Captain Mackoson apj)ears to think that much good may result 
from the presence of a second brigade and arliilery, in addition to tlui 
reinforcements which liav(‘ already reachiul IVshawur. It is needless t(» 
say that I fully concur in that opinion, for it was my conviction from tlui 
first, of the advantages to be derived from our tippearing, as early as 
possible after the insurrection, in consideralde strength at Peshawair, for 
the relief of Jellalabad, if not of Cabool, that induced me to request the 
Major-General commanding this division to expedite the departure of a 
troop of horse artillery and a second brigade of infantry. 

3. Of the events on \%Jiich Captain Mackeson speculates in his official 
letter to me of the 25th ultimo, that of a capitulation seems by the last 
account received from Cabool, the most likely to occur. Should this 

place, it is to be hoped that, as Captain Mackeson anticipates, the 
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British Government may lie absolved from tlie disadvantageous and 
liuniilitating consequences of such a capitulation by the Afighaiis violat- 
ing its terms. 

1 liave, &c., 

G. Clerk. 


No. 94. — Tlw Governor-Gmr.ral of India In Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nicolls. 

Fort William^ Januanj 10, 1842. 

Sir, — 111 reply to y{)ur Exct‘li(‘n('y\s d(‘S])att;lies of llie 27th ultimo, 
we liave only to express our entire ap})robjiiion of tlu^ instructions ad- 
dressed to Brigadier Wild, and our coneurrenci^ with your ExccilJeiicy in 
the great political beiu'tit whicli may be expect(Hl from an early passage 
of our troo])s through the, Khyber Pass, and tlu‘ reinforcement of 
JellalabiuL 

2. Chijitain Mackesoii, anti the oIIut local ofiietTS who have been em- 
ployed in the pass, will lx* able to allbrd to Brigadier Wild the fullest 
ami most correct inibnnation of the advantages, or otherwise, of the 
dilf(T(‘iit posts whieb it may be r(‘M>lved t«) oeeu])y. 

We have, ike., 

Aucklaxo, W.W, Biro, W. Caskmext, h II. T. Piunsef, 


No., Ijf). — Maj(tr Craitjie to Brh/adier Hi Id. 

Ca??ff)y Furla'-C/ioMe, Decotn.be r 30, 1841. 

Sir, — 1 am direvtvti by the Commander-in-(1ucf to rccpiesl that you 
\v’ill consider whether, lor the advance tiuough the KhylK ' Pass, or for 
!iu‘ su))se(picnt st'cnrity of it, it may be advantageous to employ a body 
^ Jezailehees, of the laisof/yte or other tribe, wliieh may l>e depended 
u]»on. 

If so, you ar(» anthoriz(*ti to entertain a Ixidy of 300 of those men for 
these servie<‘s, (•onsulting C-ajitain Maekeson as to the conditions of 
service, suitabh^ method of treatment, and rates of pay. 

It is eoiisid(‘red by Government that the weapon wielded by the 
iVttghan sohli(U'y would b(^ of gretit value, in aid of the ordinary arms of 
our troops, in all the o])eratioiis in mountain defiles. 

If‘ Cajitain Perris has been entertaining men for his corps, and can 
afford such a detachment, or join you liimself, it seems to Ins Excellency 
d(‘siral)l(* that either should be done. Sliould yon, however, raise men 
independently of liis corps, you must carefully select an officer or two to 
sujieriutend and command them. 

I have, &c., 

P. CUAIGIE. 
o 2 
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No. 96 . — General Sir Jasper Nicolls to the Gomrnor^General of 
India in CounciL 


Panipviy January I, 1842. 

My Loro, — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the dis- 
patch addressed to me by your Lordship in Council, on tlie 2()th ultimo, 
and to express the great satisfaction which I have felt on receiving your 
Lordship’s approval of the instructions issued to Brigadier Wild on the 
1 1 th December. 

2. Respecting cavalry, I trust that the three rissalahs attending the 
two first detachments will be sufficient for an early passage of the Khy- 
ber Pass. If delay be necessary, the lOth Cavalry will have joined. 

3. I liave the honor to inclose a copy of a letter addressed to Bri- 
gadier Wild, on the oOth ultimo, regarding the employment of* a body of 
Jezailchees, which I hope will meet with your Lordsliip’s approbation. 

4. I beg to report that, in conformity with the suggestion contaitied 
in the 8tli j)aragraph of your Lordship’s disi)atch, I have directed Her 
Majesty’s u9th Regiment to inarch, via Cwidior, to Agra. 

5. Captain Taylor’s levy has been ordered to remain at Cawnpore till 
further orders. 

I have &c., 

J. Nicolls. 


No. 97. — The Govern or- General of India in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nicolls, 

Fori William, December 17, 1842. 

Sir, — We entirely apjirove of the measures rejiorted to have been 
adopted in your Excellency's letter of the 1st instant, and of the instruc- 
tions issued to Brigadier Wild, authorizing him to entertain a body of 
Jezailchees. 

We have, &c., 

Auckland, W.W Bird, W. Casement, II. T, Prinsep. 


No. 98. — Major-General Sir R, Sale to Major-General Lumley, 

Jellnlahad^ December 2G, 1841. 

Sir, — In consequence of Br(?v(4-Captain G(^rrard liaving been severely 
wounded here on the 1 4th ultimo, I have only to-day received from him 
a report of the part borne hy his detachment in the transactions attending 
the destruction of tlic fort of the Lrz Be^gee, in the fastnesses of the 
Mamoo Khail, and the subsequent retreat of the irregulars from Gunda- 
muck. 1 have now the honor to forward that communication, together 
with a similar one from C’aptaiu Burn, commanding the IChyberee 
Rangers. I beg to add, fliat I feci greatly indebted to Captain Gerrard 
and the troops under his command for their conduct on that occasion, 
and the manner in which tlie demolition of the castle of the refractory 
chief was efiected, and the men of Shah Sooja’s corps of Siqipers and 
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Miners wore aflonvards withdrawn, appears to mo to afford evidence of 
no ordinary skill, perseverance, and resolution on the part of Lieutenant 
Cunningham, in charge of the last-mentioned party. 

I have, &c., 

R. Sale. 


No. 99. — Cajitain Gerrard to Captain Wade, 

Jellalahadi Deccrnhej ' I S-il. 

Sin, — I have the honor to state, for the information of the Major- C Jon eral 
commanding, that, on the morning of the lltli ultimo, I was joined by a 
detachment of the Sappers and Miners, Shah Shooja’s foree, aiul of tlie 
2nd Cavalry, Shah Sliooja’s for(‘.e, under the command of Lieutenant 
Cunninghain, with official instructions to destroy the bastions of the Fort 
of Mamoo Khail. Thc-parties of the Sappers wen^ immedie.lely sid, to 
work, and everything was progressing well and (juietly, wlieii about ten 
o’clock I was informed that two houses (one in the la,rg<‘r and one in the 
smaller fort) were on fire. Flames and smoke filled tli(‘ j>lace, and the 
powder and working parties were withdrawn with eonsiderabl(‘ diffimdty. 
Whilst we were engaged in this a smart firing was luaird in onr r(‘ar, and 
I was made aware by a party (which 1 had jiosted for the pur] >os(‘) that 
the enemy were coming down ujion ns. Tlie assemble was immediately 
sounded ; No. 1 company was thrown to the roar in skirmishing order ; 
No. 2, amongst the trees on the bank of tlio ravine ; No. 3, left in 
parties of a naik and five, along the walls and liastions, with a strong 
]):irty at the gateway, to enable us to enter slioidd our skirmishers be 
beaten back. Lieutenant Cmmingliam now made an opening in the wall 
of the vineyard, and set parties to work to drive horizontrJ sliafts from 
tlie outside into the centre of the bastions, ’wiiilst I jniriod skirmisliers, 
and kept down tlie fire of my men as mueJt as possibh* : I remained witli 
this party for some time, and on returning to the gatc'way was informed 
by Lieutenant Cunningham tliat, from tJie nature of the materials, it was 
a work of great difficulty to mine from the outside, but that as the wind 
a’pjieared to blow steadily from the westward, he was of opinion that the 
flames and smoke must have abated sufficiently to enable him to recom- 
mence liis work from the inside, in tlio windward bastions. This, he 
informed me, would comjdetely destroy the strength of the fort on that 
side. I again returned to my skirmishers, and, to my surjuse, found them 
between two and three miles from tlie fort. I inqnirtKi the reason, and was 
told that a company of the Kliyber corps was advancing along the opposite 
bank of the ravine, and that my men hud moved forward to cover them. 
The Khyberees ojiened a fire upon the enemy, drove a few men bijliiiid 
a small fort, and took possession of it. They had not been in it five 
minutes when a party of about 150 men rushed down upon them, and 
drove them in disorder to my side of the ravkie. Just as this occurred 
I received a message from Lieutenant Cunningham, to say that the 
mines were ready, and that Lieutenant Dowson had come down to our 
assistance with a party of Jan-Baz. I retired ({iiitely and steadily iqiou 
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the fort, and gave directions to Hyder Ali Khan (the native commandant) 
that the instant the skirrnisliers came under the fire of the men on tlie 
walls they were to close up by the right of the fort, and form in front of 
tlie gate. The other company retired by the left, and were halted, to 
keep back the enemy till arrangements were made to move on Gunda- 
muck. It is with great regret I have now to state, that my men could 
not get space to form up, on account of the Khyberees becoming com- 
pletely intermixed with the detachment. The Khyberees at once com- 
menced walking liurriedly, and in confusion, towards Guiidamuck. Tim 
mines exploded witliout accident, and ruined the two bastions to their 
foundations. It was here that 1 first met Lieutenant Dowson, who re- 
ported to me that he had brought loO Jan-Baz to my aid, and tliat dO of 
tiicm had been posted to secure our retreat through the village. The 
fire at this time having become exceedingly heavy, the Kyberces fairly 
broke and ran, throwing all into confusion in their progress. The 
utmost exertions of Lieutenant Dowson and Cunningham, of ITyder Ali 
Khan, and myself, to get a party to face the enemy, were altogether in- 
effectual. The confusion increased every moment, and all our endeavours 
to carry off the magazine, and bring off‘ the dead and wounded, wore 
fruitless ; order could not be restored till having got clear of the village 
(from which I need not vsay the Jan-Baz had long before Inoved away), 
and the steps of cultivation, 1 <*alled upon the party of the 2nd C'avalry 
to charge the enemy. The rissalah immediately halted, and faced about, 
whilst the Jezailchees and Sappers at once rallied, and formed np in good 
order to their support. At this juncture not a single man of the Khy- 
berees or Jan-Baz was to be seen. TJie cavalry charged home with me 
in the most gallant manner, and killed a few t)f the enemy, the remainder 
taking themselves to the village and ravin(*s’. From the moiuont that 
we inoved out of the fort the firing ufxm us had been incessant, and almost 
entirely from invisible enemies ; but this sudden and unexpected attack 
put a stop to the pursuit, and we were allowed to join Cajitain Burn 
without anotlier assault being made ni»on us. The rest of the events of 
this day have been reported to tlie Major-Gemn’al by Cajitain Burn. 

To Lieutenants Dowson and Cunningham rny best thanks are due, for 
their great exertions on this occasion. 1 also beg to bring to the notice 
of the Major-General the exeinjdary conduct of Jlyder Ali Khan, the 
native commandant of the Jezailclu^es, and of Jawahis Sing, the Rissnl- 
dar of the 2nd Cavalrj^ Shall Shooja’s force. To Lieutenant Cunning- 
ham, and his small party of Sajipers, the highest jiraise is due for tlie 
effectual manner in wliieh the fort was dismantled under such trying 
circumstances, and ainidsl so many obstacles ; and to the men of the 
Jezailchees, for the gallunt manner in which tln^y sustained the attacks of 
the enemy for so many hours. 


I have, &c., 

J. G. Geurard. 
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Jletnrn of killef wounded^ and missmff in tlio detachment of 
Shah Shoqja\^ Force ^ under the command of Captain Gerrarf 
Shah ShoojcLs Force, 

Jellalabadf Decnniher 26, I84t. 



2nd Cavalry, 
Shah Shooja’s Force. 

Sappers and 
Miners. 


Duffadars. 

Sawars. 

Total. 

Horses. 

Naiques. 

Privates. 

Total. 

Killed . 

** 

7 

7 

11 

1 .. 

1 

Wounded 

1 

I 

10 

11 

4 

1 

.. : 1 

i 

1 


Jezailchces. 


=3 

' £ 

7 |” 

11 


Kh.y ber- 
ries. 


Rj 1 « 

o ‘ *3 ! *5 


20 .. 

I 


Total 


Killed : — I llavildar, 2 Naiques, 34 Privates, 1 Klialassic, ' and 1 1 
Horses. 

Wounded:—! Jemadar, 1 Duffadar, 3 Ilavildars, 36 Privates, and 4 
Horses. 


John Grant Gerrard, Captain , 


No. 100. — Captain Barn to Captain PVude, 

Jellalahad November 13, 1841. 

Sir, — I liave the honor to report, for the information of Major-General 
Sir R. Sale, K. C. B., commanding, the circiirnstanees under which I was 
compelled to abandon the post of Gundamuck, on the afternoon of the 
1 1th instant. 

The Major-General is aw'are that tlie force left under my command 
consisted of the 3rd Kegiment of Jau-Baz, the Khybcr [{angers, and two 
(i-pounders, manned by tlie Shah’s artillery men ( Hindoostaneos). Tins 
force was to bo reinforced by a party of 200 of the Jezailchee Regiment, 
under Captain Gerrard, after the destruction of Meer ITzul Khan’s fort 
in Mamoo Khali. 

Previous to the march of the troops under Sir R. Sale from Gimda- 
inuck, on the forenoon of the 11th, doubts were entertained of the fide- 
lity of the men of the Jan-Baz Regiment, and those of the Khyber Ran- 
gers were not altogether without suspicion. These doubts were v(iry 
soon verified by the desertions of the whole of the Jan-Baz and a vea-y 
large portion of the Khyber Rangers. The desertion of the fi)riner was, 
1 til ink, precipitated, and fortunately so, by. my ordering a party of them, 
under Lieutenant Dowson, to Captain Gerrard’s assistance in Mamoo 
Khail, he having been hotly attacked by the Kohgeenees in the neighbour^ 
hood of Meer Ufzul Kliaii’s fort ; so soon as the forces under tlic Major- 
General moved from Gundamuck, and while the destruction of the fort 
was still in progress. The Jau-Baz made a show of accompanying Licni- 
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tenant Dowson to Mamoo Khail, hut only to desert him, wliich they dW 
to a man, and followed those who had remained with me towards Tootur, 
wliich lies on one of tlie reads leading to Caboolr 

I detached with tlie Jan-Baz one company of the Khyber Rangers, 
with orders to push on and join Captain Gerrardin Mamoo Khail, and 
sent a second company half-way to Mamoo Khail, to act as support* 
This second company returned without orders about 4 p.bI., and shortly 
afterwards deserted, having plundered a portion of the baggage which 
was left in my charge on the march of the brigade from Guudamuek. 
The remainder of tlic men of tiie Khyber Rangers were extremely anxi- 
ous to move oil', and I perceived the hopelessness of any attempt to 
control them, and that our only chance of escape was in following where 
they led ; we accordingly moved oil* with the guns, keeping as many of 
the men of the Khyber Rangers with them as possible, and as .our pro- 
gress was slow, the guns being drawn by bullocks, time was allowed for 
Captain Gerrard’s party to join us, which they did about a mile off the 
cantonments. * . 

Captain Gerrard’s little band, consisting of a small party of the Shah’s 
Sappers and Miners, a few of Captain Anderson’s llor^ie, and the Jezail- 
chces, formed our rt^ar -guard, and to them we owe our “safe escape from 
Gundamuck. We retreated without molestation, excepting in coming 
tlirough the pass on tlie- north side of the Ncemla Velloy, where a few 
shots were fired at us ; I ait, uotwitlistaiiding the absence of all opposi- 
tion on tlie part of tlie enemy, I regret to rejiort that T was forced to 
abandon V)oth my giuis. The wheels of one of them got locked amongst 
large stones in tliii first nullah we had to cross after leaving Gundamuck, 
and there I had to spike and abandon it. Tlie si'eoiul we brought as far 
as the brigade to tJjo east of Gundamuck, but it, too, we were forced 
to abandon. 'J'lie reiiiaiiider of our march to Futtehabad, where we 
joined the Major-General, w^js uuatteuded with any circuinslauecs deserv- 
ing of notice. Of tlie Khyber Rangers not mon'. than 2o0 marched into 
Futtehabad with us, the remainder luiving taken the road to Kaja with 
the Jemadar who deserted. 

I shall leave it to Captain GeiTard to detail his own operations in 
Mamoo Khail, and shall only remark that the manner in which he 
brought off his small detachment, ably assisted by Lieutenant Cunning- 
ham, of the tappers and Miners, is deserving of the Major-General’s 
highest praise. 'Fhe (u)nduct of their men, while under my eyes, was 
exemphuy^ in the extvcaiu^, not a murmur escaped them, but each did his 
duty clieerfully. Tiie Ilindoostan portion of the detachment, the Major- 
General is aware, was under anus from daylight, in the morning till 
twelve at nigiit, wlieji wq reached Futtehabad, arid, during a considerable 
part of that period, were warmly engaged witli the enemy. 

Ca))tain Gervard’s loss, he will himself report ; that of the company I 
detached to his assistance I am unable to state correctly, a number Of the 
men living been reported missing on its return ; but the Jemadar com- 
manding informs me he lost ten killed ‘and nine wounded, four of the 
latter he brought back with him, the rest were unable to get away. 

I h^Ve, &c., 

II. W. Burn. 
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No. 101. — Major-General Sir R. Sale to the Officer Commanding 

at Peshawur, 

Jellalahadt December 26» 1841. 

Sir, — I beg to forward to you copy of a communication from his 
Excellency the Commander-in-chief, date Myriporee, 27th ultimo, and 
have to direct thei’efore, that as soon as four native regiments shall be 
united at . Peshawur, they may be moved forward to Jellalabad without 
a moment’s delay. I have to request that you will for this purpose put 
yourself immediately in communication with Captain Mackeson, Political 
Agent, and avail yourself of his counsel, information, and aid, in organiz- 
ing the means of this movement. 

Should an officer senior to yourself be proceeding with the two regi- 
ments, which are to be expected to arrive at Peshawur after your own, 
you will be pleased to hand this over to him on his joining you, and in 
the mean time to send him a copy of it, and make him acquainted with 
the nature and state of , the preparation for his immediate advance. 

I have made k^own to the’ Political Ageait' by this day’s dawk, the 
circumstance of tljiese instructions having been sent to you, and I desire 
you distinctly to understand, that 1 regard it as a matter of the utmoi^ 
moment as respects Britisli interests in Affghanistan, that four native 
regiments should make their appearance, with the least possible delay, 
under the walls of this place. * 

I have, &c., 

11. Sale. 

P. S. — You will be pleased to acknowledge the receipt of this commu- 
nication by return of dawk, and at the same time inform me what steps 
you are taking. 

No. 102. — Major-General Sir iZL Sale to Major Craigie. 

^ Jellaldbady December 26, 1841. 

Sir, — I have the honor, for the information of his Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief; to acknowledge the receipt, this day, of your letters 
of thfe 27th and 28th ultimo, and have immediately dispatched instruc- 
tions to the senior oificer commanding the British troops at Peshawur, to. 
lose no time in joining me here (as soon as the first four regiments o^ 
Native Infantry are qinited), in communication with the Political Agent, 
as the presence of any reinforcements here will enable me to keep the 
neighbouring tribes (juiet, and will, I hope, act as a powerful diversion in 
favor of our interests at Cabool. 

I regret that I cannot furnish his Excellency with any authentic 
accounts of our situation at 4he capital, since my letter of the 19th 
instant, to his address. Native reports all indicate that some cessation 
of hostilities has taken place, but the exact nature of it is doubtful ; no 
two accounts agreeing. 

I have experienced no interruption since the 1st instant, and our forti- 
fications are advancing rapidly. The hostile c^iiefs, I am informed, with 
their followers, are to the neighbourhood of Bala Bagh. 

1 have, 86 c. 

R. S.\L£. 
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No. 103 . — lirigadicr Wild to Major Craigk, 

Camp^ Peshawur^ December 27, 1841. 

Sir, — I have the honor, for the information of his Excellency the 
Commauder-iri-Chief, to apprize you with my having* joined here, this 
morning, the advanced portion of the troops under my command. 

The first thing I found it necessary to do on arrival, was to* shift the 
encampment, for which purpose I went, accompanied by General Avita- 
bile, and Captain Mackeson, to select a spot on. the west side of the 
town, in the direction of the Khyber Pass. 

The last intelligence from Cabool, formed on native reports, is so 
uncertain and contradictory that nothing can he made dut of it. Some 
allude to a capitulation ; others to a decisive victory on our part obtained 
on the 13th instant. 

Some of the field pieces expected to have been obtained from General 
Avitabile, as a loan to us, on the part of the Lahore Government, pro- 
ceed to-morrow under Sikh troops to Jamrood, their last frontier post 
towards Ali Musjid ^ but it seems very doubtful whether we shall be 
able to obtain the use of them ; such is yet the insubordinate state of the 
Sikh troops, that although the officers will order their delivery, it is by 
no means certain, whether the men will comply, and the officers dare not 
enforce their orders. At the same time it is Captain Mackeson’s opinion, 
that although the Khyber Pass might be gone through in safety, one 
corps to keep open the communication in the rear, if the Afreedees and 
Simonees were indined to hostilities, would be inadequate ; wliilst it 
would not be safe, after having gone through the Pass, and arrived on 
the plain in the neighbourhood of Lalpoora, to proceed onwards without 
guns to Jellalabad. Captain Mackeson is now in treaty with certain of 
the chiefs, and entertains hopes of obtaining hostages from them, their 
answer is shortly expected ; and in the mean .time the rear detachment 
will also have arrived here, viz., on the 31st instant. 

I have, &c., 

C. F. Wild. 


No. 104 . — Brigadier Wild to the Brigadc-Major of Major^-Geiie^ 

ral Salehs Force. 

Peshawurt December 27, 1841. 

have the honor to state, for the information of Sir R. Sale, 
that I joined here to-day the advanced detachment of the troops under 
my command, consisting of two regiments of Native Infantry, a com- 
pany of artillery, (without guns,) a company of Sappers and Miners, and 
a troop of Irregular Cavalry. 

The rear detachment consisting of two regiments of Native Infantry, 
which I left on the 21st, will arrive here on the 31st instant. The Poli- 
tical Agent here has not ybt succeeded in obtaining in a way that can be 
relied on, the assistance of field pieces, which were expected to be lent 
by the Lahore Government, and without which he considers ho attempt 
to proceed beyond Lal|k)ora ought to be made. . 
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May I request to be favored with Sir B* Sale’s orders and sentiments, 
grounded, as they no doubt will be, on the best intelligence received 
from Cabool, which seems so uncertain, and in many instances contra- 
dictory, that one does not know what to make of it. The difficulty of 
communicating with Jellalabad, will plead my excuse for sending a letter 
of this size and shape. 

I have, tkc., 

C. F. WiLi>. 


No. 105 . — Brigadier Wild to Major-General Burnley, 

Peshawur^ December 29 , 1841 . 

Sir, — I beg to state, for the information of his Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, that since the letter which I had the honor to address to 
you the day before yesterday, on which I arrived here, no news of any 
importance has been received, and I regret to say, that no further pro- 
gress has yet been made in obtaining guns from General Avitabile, who, 
on the most pressing remonstrance made to him by Captain Mackeson to- 
day, said he could not give them up without an express permission from 
the Lahore Government, having but nine pieces altogether, and that if 
he were required, to keep a communication in our rear hereafter, he would 
be obliged to plead his inability to do so, for want of guns that had been 
lent us. He, however, agreed at last to refer the case to Raja Golab 
Sing, at Hazara, by letter to-day ; and Captain Mackeson has addressed 
another letter to the Raja to the same diect ; but it will take four days 
ere an answer be obtained. 

Grain and some treasure have been sent on by Captain Mackeson to 
Lalpoora, which they rcac%d in safety ; but its friendly chief appears to 
]>e under some ai)prehensiori for the safety of his charge, and to be 
destitude of means to forward on the treasure to Jellalabad. 

I have, &c., 

C. F. Wild. 


No. 106. — Brigade-Major Wade to the Officer Commanding 
at Pesliannir, 

Jellalabad^ Decemherl2dt 1841. 

Sir, — I am directed by M^ijor-General Sir Robert Sale to furnish yoa 
with the accompanying copy of a letter this day addressed to Captain 
Mackeson, Political Agent at Peshawar, for your information. 

I am further requested to alld, that it is the Major-GeneraFs wish that 
tlie Irregular Cavalry, and the other detachments from . India, should 
accompany the advance of the four regiments Native Inby^try to this 
place. 

I liave, 

‘ IL Wadl^ 

r 2 
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No. \(yj ^’^Miyor.-'Gencrod Sit R- Sale to the Political Agent at 

Peshatour, 

, JeUaldbad^ December 2%^ 1841. 

Sm, — I have already made known to you my desire that as soon as 
four regiments Native Infantry are united at Peshawur, they should 
advance without delay upon this place. I have now to mention that if 
it should happen that the corps are unprovided with sufficient artillery, 
I should feel obliged if you would use your utmost influence with the 
Sikh Authorities to obtain from them a complete battery, of at least six 
pieces, with a full proportion of ammunition, to accompany them here. 
These guns can be sent back to Peshawur with the first British troops 
that return to our provinces. I have sent instructions to the senior 
officer, to the effect that any detachment of Irregul^ Cavalry which may 
have come up should also march with the Infantry. " 

As you possess an intimate knowledge of the whole line of the Khyber 
Pass, I rely upon your zesX and intelligence to give the most detailed and 
accurate information on the subject to tlie officer who may proceed in 
command of the troops, especially as to the points at which he may 
expect attack from the Ooloos, and the means of guarding against it. 

We trust you will be able to send us treasure by this opportunity, and 
shall be happy to be supplied with attah to the utmost extent to wliich 
you can procure it up to the time when the troops march, as we have not 
been abe to store our magazine in a manner adequate to the wants of a 
place and garrison of such magnitude. 

I have, &c., 

R. Sale. 


No. — 108 . Brigadier Wild to Maj$r'- General Lumlvy, 

Peshawur t December 30 , 1841 . 

— I have the honor to report, for the information of his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief, that the rear detachment of the force under 
my command reached Peshawur to-day, where I propose to allow it a few 
day’s halt before its long march, but as in consequence of intelligence 
received last night from Ali Musjid, Captain Mackeson is desirous that 
some part of the force should occupy a position in advance of the city, I 
have directed the first convoy to move on to Kowulsur, to-morrow morn- 
ing, a distance of about seven miles. 

Last night, too, I was informed by General Avitabile that a mutinous 
spirit had shown itself among his artillery men, in consequence of his 
artillery officers having closely examined a couple of guns that were about 
to be ceded to us, with a view to put them in an efficient state of repair 
for the march, and that the Sikh artillery men positively refused to let 
them be removed. It is still hoped, however, that after this force shall 
have proceeded on to Jamrood, the Sikhs may be persuaded to allow the 
two field pieces to follow ^d be made over to us. 

I cannot express how much I lament that no artillery of our own 
should have been allowed to aepompany or at least to follow me, and to 
find ourselves reduced tb sue, perhaps in vain, for the assistance of two 
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paltry field pieces. Had a troop of horse artillery beeu present, this 
force would have been in an eificient state for an immediate advance, 
whilst now it may not take place without 4mminent hazard. If I wait for 
the arrival of artillery from the rear, an irreparable loss of time may take 
placcj and in the mean time the ardour of the troops, which are now in 
high and excellent spirits, may also cool down. 

Captain Mackeson received a letter yesterday from Captain McGregor, 
at Jellalabad, telling him that all was quiet that they had not had any 
later accounts from the Envoy at Cabool that the 9th instant, but that 
native intelligence had been received of. a peace having been concluded 
between Sir William Macnaghten and the Alighan tribes, and that provi- 
sions again found their way into cantonments. 

Captain Maegregor also gave the pleasing information that 25,000 
rupees, being one half of the treasure sent by Captain Mackeson through 
the Tatara Pass to Lalpoora along with grain, has reached him ; and that 
he hoped the chief of that place, when he should hear of the arrival of 
the first invoice, would also find means to forward the remainder. 

The negotiations with the Afreedee chiefs appear to proceed in a slow 
and doubtful manner, and the Sikh troops promise by no means a cordial 
co-operation as far as my information goes, * 

I have, &c,, 

C. F. Wild. 

P.S.-— I am sorry to add that a heavy and lasting rain appears to have 
set in. 


No. 109 . — Major-General Lumley to Brigadier Wild, 

Kurmult January II, 1842. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Commander-iii-Chief to acknowledge your 
letters of the 27th, 29th, and 31st December. 

His Excellency is happy to learn that the troops have arrived in good 
order and good spirits at Peshawur. • 

He is very sorry to find that our Sikh allies have demurred so long in 
providing four or six pieces of artillery for your use : his intelligence of 
the 2nd January, received through Mr. Clerk, leads him to hope that, 
the perwannah from Lahore and the orders of Rajah Golab Sing having 
arrived, the difficulties will be removed. Should this not be the case, 
you are carefully to act on the fifth article of your instructions. 

The Commander-in-Chief considers Jellalabad to be in a state of 
securityiiand also that afiairs at Cabool are much improved, by a supply 
of provisions having been obtained. There is no very pressing urgency 
for an advance attended with heavy risk ; for the practicability of 
relieving Cabool for two months and a half, is more than doubted. 

His Excellency scarcely thinks it necessary to warn you of tlie pro- 
priety of keeping our troops separate from the Sikhs, which, as they are 
not inclined to advance, may not be difficult.* The warnifig, however, 
may be useful ; for, when troops show an insubordinate spirit, they are 
inclined to involve the loyal and well disposed in a participation of their 
crime, 
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^Tlie good feeling of the native regiments u»cler- your orders is not the 
least doubted ; but the Sikhs may be inclined to taunt or upbraid them 
and to provoke dissensions. • 

The third division crossed into the Punjab on the 4th instant. 

I have, &c. 

J. R. Lumley. 


No. 110 . — Brigadier Wild to Major-- General Sir i?. Sale, 

Peshawar^ January 2, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated the 26th ultimo, on my way to the Political Agent, Captain Macke- 
son’s, about an hour ago, half past one p.m., and beg to assure you that 
notlnng coincides more with my anxious desires than to comply with your 
wish that I should move on towards Jellalabad without delay ; but this 
under the terms of the instructions, sent to* me by the Adjutant-General 
of the Army, under date the 1 1th ultimo, which he informs me have also 
been communicated to you, I do not find it safe to undertake, without the, 
presence of some artillery, in the present excited state of the Afreedi 
and Shinwari tribes. 

No one can lament more sincerely than T do that, the troop of horse ar- 
tillery that was to have followed closely tlie rear detachment of the force 
under my command, should have been detained at Ferozepore, when 
almost in the act of crossing the Sutlej. Had it been present, I should 
have felt myself in an efficient state to advance, the moment Captain 
Mackosbn’s negociations, which are still in progress with certain Afreedi 
chiefs, should have been concluded. 

His Excellency the Coimnander-in-Chief adverted to an expectation 
entertained that General Avitabile, on the part of the Lahore Govern- 
ment, would be able to lend our Government four or six field-pieces : 
he has only nine altogether, and it appears that the insubordinate Sikh 
soldiery (artillery), are much inclined fo prevent the removal of their 
guns, and that the only hope of our getting possession of two or perhaps 
four very indifferent field-pieces, is that they may follow us after our 
removal to Kalsar, which is half way between this place and Jumrood, 
and where the whole brigade will be cncain])cd to-morrow. 

You are no doubt aware that his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 
has invested me with discretionary power to advance or not, according 
to circumstances. 

The lOth Regiment of Liglit Cavalry, Her BInjesty’s 9th Regiment of 
Foot, and the 26th Regiment of Native Infantry, together with a camel 
battery and some other guns, as also some troops of Irregular Cavalry, 
were, it is understood, to have crossed the Sutlej on the 1 st instant, but 
no certain aepounts on the subject liave yet been received. 

I have, &c., 

C. F, Wild. 
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No. \\\.-^Major-Gei^al Sir R. Sak to the Ccmmdnding 

at Peshdvmr. ' • ‘ ■ 

* 

« « JeUalahad^ January 

Sir, — I have to direct that you will, on receipt of this^ hasteil on as 
much as possible yoiir march on this place, circumstances urgently re- 
quiring the immedidte presence here of the four Native regiments, and 
the other troops under yout command. 

This is sent by cossid ; and you will be pleased to acknowledge the 
receipt of it without dela 3 ^ 

I desire you distinctly to understand that it Is of vital importance to 
our interests in this country that you should appear j^nder these walls 
imraediately- 

I .have, &c., 

R. Sale. 


No. \V2.-^Bngadier Wild to Major’-Gcncml Lumley. 

Peshawar^ January 3, 1 842. 

Sir,— I have the honor to state, for the information of his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief, that the whole of the troops under my com- 
mand will, in the course of the day, be encamped at Kowulsur, about 
seven miles in advance of the town, towai’ds the Khyber Pass. '' 

Captain Mackeson, the Political Agent, expects to hold a conference 
witli some Afreedee Cltiefs near Jumrood, to-day, when it will be ascer- 
tained how far it may be safe to attempt an advance, for which Miijor- 
General Sale appears extremely anxious, though lie recominmends tliat it 
should not be ventured on, without six field-pieces and some cavalry, 

I hope four field-pieces are now in the course of being delivered over 
to Captain Mackeson, in consequence of a favorable answer having last 
night been received to the reference which, in a former letter I had the 
honor to mention, had been made to Raja Golab Sing, 

Yesterda}’^, also, native accounts were transmitted by Captain 
McGregor, Political Agent, at Jellalabad, to which some credence appears 
to be given, (ifl the absence of all official communication from the Envoy 
liimself), that Shah Sbooja had been playing a double part with his 
friends and our Government, and had been the secret inj^tigator of much 
of the misfortunes that had befalled our arms at Cabool ; but that'* a 
change had taken place, that the Banikzai Chiefs, headed by Mahomed 
Akbar Khan,, had concluded a peace with the Envoy ; that provisions 
were freely imported into his cantonment, to which all the British troops 
had retired from the Bala Hissar ; that the. Banikzai and other chiefs 
had offered Shah Shooja a lac of rupees, if he would retire to any place 
most agreeable to himself, to which, however, he returned a decided 
negative, and said that he would assert his right to the crown to the last. 
It is impossible to say what part of this intelligence is true Or not, but 
there is little, doubt that a favorable turn to our interests at Cabool has 
taken place. 

I have, &c., ^ 

C. F. Wild. 


V 
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No. llS.^^Brigedier Wild to Major^XSmeral Lnmley. 

' Camp^ Kowvlsur^ Janmry 6, 1842. 

SiB,~My carap^being at the distance of eight or nine miles from the 
Political Agent’s residence, I had no definite infonnation to communicate 
yesterday, which will, I trust, serve as my apology for not having done 
myself the honor of addressing you then, for the* information of his 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. 

Captain Mackeson succeeded in obtaining, on the 3rd instant, four 
field-pieces with a complement of horses, from General Avitabile, though 
not without a disposition to interrupt their progress by the Sikh soldiery, 
who were seen cpllecting and consulting together as the guns went past 
their cantonment ; but it so happened that the 30th and t>3rd Regiments 
came up at that time, on their way to this camp, from the ground they 
left at Peshawur, so the artillery fell in a-head of the column, and no 
hindrance was offered. • 

On the following day, the guns being tested, the limber of one of them 
gave way, so as to be required to be renewed. The repairs are now in 
progress, and will be completed in two or three days. 

The hired Rewaree camels have given the greatest possible annoyance 
since the troops arrived here ; the Sarwans declaring that neither 
threats or money would induce them to proceed onwards to Jellalabad, 
though Lieutenant-Colonel Parsons, the Deputy-Coramissary-General, 
had intimated to me, and to tlie commanding officer of every regiment in 
this brigade, that he had concluded an agreement with some person at 
Ferozepore to secure us the further services of these camels on to 
Jellalabad, on the payment in advance here of twelve rupees for each ; but 
it now appears, after a reference on the subject, that the agreement was 
concluded by a person unauthorized by the real owners to do so, and 
without their concurrence. ' 

Captain Mackeson, liowever, left me under the impression (this even- 
ing) that by great concessions, and promising a liberal indeminficatioii 
for the cattle that perishes, he may yet prevail on them to proceed : but 
I never witnessed a more determined and perverse defiance than these 
camel owners have shown on this occasion. 

Notwithstanding every precaution taken by means of guards sent out 
with the camels when they go to graze, and keeping watch over them in 
ca^ip, some hundreds have contrived to abscond,* a great proportion of 
which have been recovered. 

An estimate was made of the number of camels that will be required 
for progress of the brigade through the Kliyber Pass, for treasure, for 
ammunition, camp equipage, private baggage (reduced to the lowest scale, 
as one small tent is made to serve for the accommodation of three or 
four officers, who have also been limited to the fewest servants possible,) 
and for the carriage of one month’s provisions on a road, where, in some 
parts, nothing in the world can be procured for either man or beast but 
what is carried along hence. The estimate amounted to upwards of 
3,000 camels ; and supposing tliat half a month’s supplies would be 
suffici^t the number would still amount to about 2,200, and must be 
reduced. 

la the meantime Captain Mackeson exerts himself to form a depOt of 
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grain at Lalpoora, by the Taltara Pass, copveyed tliitlier on mules, 
3 K>ijies, and clonkies ; but in small quantities at the time, so as to fedace 
the quantum that would have to be escorted by the troops from this 
place. . ’ , . 

IVday the Afreedee Chiefs were to have held a meeting to ‘consult 
together oh the terms that have been oflered them. Their reply will 
probably be received the day after lo-mon'ow, and contribute materially 
to the decision I shall come to regarding an advance upon Jellalabad, a 
consururaation whkjJi 1 consider most desirable ; though, with the insiidi- 
cient means at my disposal, if anything like an opposition of numerous 
bodies on different points is to take place, the sacrifice of lives may be 
eiiorraoiis ; but if once attempted, I consider it must be can’ied into 
. effect, and that to recede ever so little is not to be thought of‘ in the face 
of so ruthless a foe. The immense string of camels, where only one can 
go a-breast, allowing about five yards to each, and which will extend to 
nearly nine miles, is of itself a very serious impediment. 

The above intelligence* liaving reached Jellalabad and Peshaw'ur in 
comparatively so sliort a time, it is jx)ssjble the Khyberees may not have 
become acquainted with it. Nevertheless, it can scarce be expected but 
that wlieij oiKJC fully aware of the state of affairs, the fear of provoking 
the resentment of the Caboolees and their adherents will make them 
break off any treaty they may have contracted with us, in spite of the 
forbearance-money they receive for not molesting us, and which the 
dependents at all times scarcely consider to be binding on themselves, 
whatever their chiefs may do. 

The road between our camp and Pesbawuv is not safe, from the 
Afreedees’ attacks upon defenceless i)eoplc. Three camp-followers were 
found murdered on tlw road two days ago, who had not time to reach 
<*arn}) before dusk. 

have, 8cc., 

C. F. Wild. 

No. — 114. Brigadier If lid to Major-General Sir i?. Sale. 

Camp, Kowiihnr, half-way to Jumrood, 
January 7, 1842, 

Sin, — I had the hojior to address a letter for your information to your 
Brigade-Major on tlic 27th ultimo, the day on which I reached Peshawur. 

On the Lst instant I acknowledged the receipt of your letter of the 
26rh ultimo, and explained at the same time my reasons for not complying 
with your wisli of proceeding to J ellalabad forthwith. Four guns have since 
l.>eeu obtained from General Avitabile ; but one of them on being tested 
with an extra charge, smashed its limber, which is now in course of being 
replaced. Another great difficulty under which we labour is tlie obstre- 
perous conduct of our hired camel men, a large proportion of which 
se(»in not inclined to yield to tlic influence of either threats or money, and 
without supplies it is almost impossible to proceed, where map £iud beast 
fiepend on the food that accompanies the force for their subsistence. 


* The foregoing paragraph has reference to the reported murder of the Envoy. 

a 
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In %he third plac^ Caj^tain Mockeson has oRbred terms to certain 
Afreedee chiafo for faoiUtatmg tho passage through the Khyber f ass, to 
which the expectod reply has not been received, and which so much affects 
the competitive Security of our advance, as to deserve serious attention, 
for there is no doubt that if the brigade should meet the opposition of 
numerous bodies in many points, during its progress, a heavy saerihoo of 
life must ensue, for the attempt once made must be persevered in to its 
fulfilment. In the fourth instance, there is such an evident want of 
zealous co-operation on the part of the Sikh chiefs and soldiery, if not of 
their Government, though J sus])ect the feeling originates there, 
that 1 consider no reliance can be placed on them, for keeping open the 
communication in our rear, after we have once gone on. 

I have now the honor of acknowledging the receipt to-day of your note 
of the 3rd instant, again calling on me to hasten my advance, though at 
the same time it would appear that witliin the walls of Jcllalabad you 
consider yourself safe, and it therefore remains for me to weigh maturely, 
how far, with the inadequate means at my disposal, liaving no cavalry, 
except one troop of irregular horse, I would promote or hurt the interests 
of the service, if after pushing on I were to join you in a crippled state. 
But if you tliought of retiring with your force upon Peshawur, T would 
not hesitate instantly to advance, and take up positions in the Khyber 
Pass at any cost, to assist in facilitating your retreat. 

I beg at the same time to assure you, that I wiJl not cease to watch 
for the first seasonable opportunity to advance with the force at my dis- 
posal, with a view to instantly avail myself of it. 

I have, &c., 

C. F. Wild. 


No. 115 . — Mrgor Pottimjer and Major-General ElpliinstonCy to 
Captain Maegregor. 

Cabool, December 29 , 1841 . 

Sm, — It having been found necessary to conclude an agreement 
founded on that of the late Sir William Macnaghten, for the evacuation 
of Affghanistan by the troops, we have the honor to request that you will 
intimate to the officer commanding at Jellalabad, our wish that the troops 
now at that place should return to India, commencing -their march 
immediately after the receipt of this letter, leaving all guns, the property 
of Dost Mahomed Khan, with the new Governor. As also such stores 
and baggage as there may not be the means of carrying away, and the 
provisions in store for our use, on arriving at Jellalabad. 

. Abdool Zhufoor Khan, who is the bearer of this letter, will render you 
all the assistance in his power. He has been appointed Governor of 
Jellalabad on the part of the existing Government. 

b 

. We have, &c, 

Eldred Pottinger, and W. K. Elphinstone. 
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Not W^.-^Major^Ge^eral Sir R. Sah md Ckmkdh, to 

Major Pottinger and Major^ijemrat Elp%in$tan^ 

Mliaiahcd, JonHpsy 9, |842. 

We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 29th ultimo* which you therein state was to be delivered to us by 
Abdool Zhufoor Khan, appointed Governor of this place by the 42 xisting 
powers at Cabool. The communication was not handed to us by him, 
but by a messenger of his, and though dated 29th December, 1841, has 
only this moment reached us. We have, at the same time, positive in- 
formation that Mahomed Akbar Khan has sent a proclamation to all the 
chiefs in the neighbourhood, urging them to raise thier followers, for the 
purpose of intercepting and destroying the force now at Jellalabad. 
Under those circumstances, we have deemed it our duty to await a further 
communication from you, which we desire may point out the security 
wliich is to be given for our safe march to Poshawur. 

We have, 8tc., 

R. Sale, and G. H. Macgreook. 


No. 117 . — Brigadier Wild to Major-General Lumley. 

Campf Kowuhur^ January 7, 1842. 

Sir, — I liave tJie honor to acknowledge the receipt, to-day, of your 
lettcir of the 26th ultimo, and to state in reply that I did acknowledge 
the receipt of the original instructions which you sent me, from Masur- 
kyala, on the 20th ultimo. 

I shall, as desired, have his Excellency’s orders conveyed to Captain 
Ponsonby, now residing at Peshawur, to await there the arrival of Major- 
General Pollock. 

My former letters will have informed his Excellency the Commander- 
in -Chief that I consider an advance through the Khyber Pass, with the 
means at my disposal, having no other cavalry but a troop of Irregular 
Cavalry, with some indifterent artillery, as sowewhat hazardous, and 
likely to cost many lives ; but that 1 shall run the risk of it, if occasion 
re(|uires it. 

From the various information I have obtained, an advance through the 
Khyber Pass oughitnot to be attempted, except undef favourable circum- 
stances, with a less force than 6000 men, with six guns, besides cavalry, the 
want of wliich may be felt immediately after emerging from the. western ex- 
tremity of the Pass, beyond Lundee Khaiia, on approaching Dekka ; and 
that it would require a whole corps at Ali Musjid to maintain the com- 
mand of water, which must be brought to the fort from some distance, 
and to assist in keeping open the communication, if tlie Afreedees were 
determined on opposing us ; and that it would require two corps more, 
with some guns, to be posted near Gurhee Lala Beg, Laugee, and Lundee 
Kliana, to' maintain the communication open above, and to' be sufficiently 
strong to resist the attacks of the Khyberees. * 

With reference to Captain Ferris’s Jezailchee corps, I understand from 
him that when he left Pesh Bolak he had one wing on duty at Jellalabad, 
which is still there ; about 150 men are at Lalpoora, to which place they 

' Q 2 
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escorted grain and trt'asurc by ihe Tatara Pas^ and the remaiMer, con*- 
sisting, 1 believe, of about 40, ia- the only part of his corps that could 
accompany the brigade. 

The Sikhs show such extreme lukewarmnesa, not to say reluctance, in 
the co-operation they are required to aiPord, that it is much to 1be appre- 
hended their assistance in the field, or in keeping open tlie communica- 
tion in the Khyber Pass, ,is in no way to be depended on. 

I have, kc., 

C. F. Wild. 


No. 118. — Ih'if/ridur Mild to Crencml Sir 

Campt Kowuhur, Jamiary 8, 1842. 

Sir, — I was honored yesterday afternoon with your Excellency’s letter 
of the 27th ultimo, regarding the advance, through the Khyber Pass, 
of the brigade under my command, and I have never felt so deeply 
impressed as on the occasion of its perusal, with the difference there is 
between simply obeying orders and acting on my own responsibility, in 
a case affecting the lives of thousands, and perhaps the vital interests of 
the state, though I trust, with the Almighty’s help, I shall not be found 
wanting in firmness and perseverance, when tlie time for acting may 
arrive. 

Ill readying yesterday to the Deputy Adjutaiit-GeiuTars ofUcial letter 
of the 2(ith December, I stated, that from tlnnnfurmation I had obtaiiu^d 
from various quartiu's, the general impression was, that an advaiuie 
through the Khyber Pass, except under favorable circumstances, ouglit 
not to be attempted with a less force than (>,000 men, six guns, and some 
cavalry, and mine is wanting of that strength by a complement of one- 
third. The brigade under the orders of Major-General McCaskill will 
not probably reach Posliawur before the 8th or 10th of Febrnar^N and 
will not be within reach to support mine, in the event of my advancing 
now. Should any disaster befal me that brigade would then be pdaced 
in a predicament worse even than what mine now stands in. 

What the views of Government, as to our retaining possession of 
Jcllalabad, may be, after our troops evacuate Cabool, which, by a letter 
received from Captain Pottinger, appears to have been decided upon 
there, I, of course, know not ; but if no immediate cMbiger llireatens the 
force of Sir Robert Sale at Jcllalabad, and he can maintain himself there 
in safety, until Major-General McGaskill’s Imgade arrive? here, our united 
brigades advancing together would be able to afford Major-General Sir 
Robert Sale certain and effectual relief, and be prepared also to join Ids 
force ill carrying on offensive operations, if required ; whereas, if each 
brigade in succession were to reach Jcllalabad in a crippled state, from 
having been unable singly to overpower the ^e^5istance opposed to its 
progress, b6th may arrive there so wciikenod as to reduce the whole to a 
State of inefficiency. 

The Sikh soldiery, too, is in such a disorganized and in subordinate 
state that no confidence fcan be placed in any show of assistance on the 
part of the Lahore Government. The men, as well as their chiefs, are 
decidedly averse to contribute in any way to the success of our arms. 
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General Avitafeile, who paid me a visit this evening, on his return f¥flcSi 
Jumrood, rekted the two following instances of insubordination, which 
occurred to-day. He ordered two battalions, which it was intended 
should co-operate w'ith tts, to move out to Jumrood, from their lines at 
Peshawur,— they flatly refused, and gave him to understand that they 
intended to return to Lahore. Iirtlie next place, he also ordered three 
guns to be taken to Jumrood ; but as these were in progress the same* 
Sikh soldiers seized on one of them, as they passed in front of th(»Ir 
lines, and let only the other tTfO proceed. No reliance whatever can 
therefore be placed on their keeping the communication open in our rear, 
in the event of our advancing, and there is still less chance that they will 
move onwards with us, even so fy as Ali Musjjjd. . 

Your Excellency alludes to tlie firm occupation of Ali Musjid, and 
Mnjor Craigie, in the aboveraentioned official letter, says, that it ought 
to bo occupied by three companies of Native Infantry, well provisioned, 
and witli a good store of ammunition.” Captain Ferris, who was left 
to garrison that fort, when first taken, and Captain Mackcsoii also, have 
assured me, that in case the Afreedees were decidedly liostile, nothing 
short of one complete regiment could maintain itself thert», as the (jom- 
inand of water, v/hicli had to be brought to the fort from a considerable 
distance, could not ])e secured without a strong gtmdson. Should I find 
this to be really tlie case, it would reduce my strength for ulterior pro- 
gress very miKtli. 

Lundee K liana, near the ii})per or western extremity of the Kliyber 
Pass, to whicli your Excellency also calls my attention, as a suitable 
position to be occupied, has l)(4en represented to me as the most con- 
tracted and formidable part of the wliole Khyber Pass^and that it will be 
difficult to find in its neigh Ixiurhood a position that is not commanded 
by some near adjoining hill. 

There is another position, which has likewise been pointed out to me, 
between Ali Musjid and Lundee Khana, in the vicinity of Gliurree Lallu 
Beg, and Luagee, as one that oiiglit to be occupied, to keep the com- 
munication open, but these posts would require to be of such strength, 
to guard against attack, there would not Ixi any troops left to advance 
with after getting through tlie pass, whilst the greatest difficulty would 
h(^ to supply them witli provisions, as it would, except in the most urg(‘ut 
(‘ase, be impossible for us to advance immediately, for want of cattle. 
Wii had been informed by tlie Commissariat, that the camels we brought 
witli us from Ferozepore had been bound down by an agreement to 
proceed with us to Jollalabad, on payment of twelve rupees eacli in 
advance, a very high rate of liire. Our stores, ammunition, commissariat 
supplies, were all loaded on them, but to the great annoyance of the Poli- 
tical Agent, myself, and all concerned, tiie camel owners denied being 
a party in the agreement ; they could not be forced, and iieith(ir threats, 
nor tlie most liberal offers of remuneration, could induce above one- 
fourth of them to move on a step be3 (>iid this ; nay, these even repent, 
and are not to bo depended upon. 

Captain Mackeson is now trying to supply the place of camels, for tlie 
carriage of grain, &c., with bullocks and ponies, for there is no 
Commissariat officer either with me or at Peshawur, to arrange these 
mutters. 
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I am told that on emerging from the pass beyond Lundee Khana, and 
thence on to Jellalabad, we are likely to feel the want of cavalry for the 
protection of the cattle. 

TJie troops, I am happy to say, are. heal thy, though they felt fatigued 
after their long march; on arriving here, for when they came to the cross- 
ing of a river, the day that would otherwise have been a lialt for them, 
was a harder working-day than any other, to unload and load the ferry 
boats with Commissariat stores, ammunition, baggage, &c. I shall, 
however, be obliged to leave behind me here thirty or forty sick, most 
of them men wlio were brought before the Invaliding Committee last 
year, but were not passed, because it was thought two or three years* 
work might still bo got ou^of them. ^ 

General Avitabile has repeatedly expatiated on the danger of proc^Jed- 
ing through the Khyber Pass with so small a force as the one under 
my command, and entreated me not to act rashly in tlic attempt. 
Major-General Sir Robert Sale, on the other hand, is rather peremptory 
in his desire that I should hasten on to Jellalabad, but I conceive he could 
not have been aware of the instructions I received by our Excellency’s 
orders, nor of the hazardous nature of the attemj)t. I, liowever, wrote 
to him yesterday, that if he thouglit of retiring upon Peshawiir, I could 
not then hesitjitc to advarK^e, to take up position, at any cost, in the Khy- 
ber Pass, to facilitate his retreat. 

I have, &c., 

C. F. Wild. 


No. 119. — ’JBri(fa(lier Wild to Majoi'-- General Lurnlei/, 

Campf Kotindsur^ January 9, 1 8-42. 

Sir, — I have not yet received your letter, No. 2,482 of the 30th 
ultimo, but Captain Mackeson has communicated to me the copy of it 
which was sent to Mr. Clerk. 

I had the honour of informing you in my last, of the present distribu- 
tion of Captain Ferris’s corps of Jezailchees, which would make known 
to his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, how very few men belonging 
to it remain with liira, and out of that number 1 find that there are about 
fifteen who have not yet recovered from the effects of their wounds, leav- 
ing in fact only twenty-five men fit for duty. Those that were detached 
as an escort with grain and treasure to Lalpoora, as mentioned by me in 
a former letter, amounting to about 170, have been recalled ; their num- 
ber is supposed to be considerably reduced since* Captain Ferris has 
promised me a statement of his corps when that detachment arrives. 
He has had many desertions of late, both among the men who were 
detached hence and those at Jellalabad, which he partly attributes to 
want of pay, they being four months’ in arrears, and those who have 
gone have tiiiken their jezails or rifles with them, which is a serious loss. 
Captain Ferris has been trying to recruit trustworthy men here, to fill up 
the vacancies in his corpsj, without success ; he does not think the men 
to be had could be depended upon, or safely trusted with a jezail or 
ammunition for it ; but there is another description of people to be had 
here, matclilockmen, named Arbabs, on whom some little dependunce 



119 


can be placed. Captain Mackeson has already entertained about three 
or four of them; they may prove useful, and as Captain Ferris with 
his adjutant Lieutenant Lukin, are both in camp, and understand tlie 
language and manners of those people well, I do not think that the 
Arbabs could be placed under a better superintendence than that of those 
two officers. 

With reference to tjie arming of our troops for operation in mountain 
defiles with the weapon of the Affghan “ soldiery,” I will consult^Cap- 
tain Mackeson as to how and in what manner they may be obtained. 

Captain Pottinger has written to Captain McGregor, Political Agent 
at Jellalabad, a short note dated Cabool 25th ultimo, confirming the 
melancholy intelligence of Sir W^am Macnaghten’s murder, by Mahomed 
Akbar Khan, and saying that* treaty had been entered into with the 
Affghan chiefs, for the immedate evacuation of Cabool by the British 
troops, to retire upon Peshawur ; but he adds, as he was closing his let- 
ter, an attack was made upon our cantonments. In consequence of the 
death and imprisonment of all his seniors in the political department, 
Captain Pottinger was left at the head of affairs. Subsequent native 
reports received at Jellalabad say, that after Sir William Macuagliten’s 
murder, provisions still continued to be carried to cantonments by the 
country people, and that it was again quiet. Nevertheless Captain 
Maegregor is most anxious that the force under my command should 
arrive at Jellalabad, taking it for granted, as it were, that it will 
do so in perfect safety, and be ready for any emergency, witliout 
considering that, as soon as we have entered the pass a door closes as 
it were upon our rear, there being no other force close at hand to support 
our advance, or to take advantage thereof for its own benefit ; so that 
if my brigade sliould have tlie misfortune to meet with a disaster, 
Major-General McCaskill’s brigade would then stand in a worse predi- 
cament even than mine does now, so that the chances are that both 
brigades would reach Jellalabad in a crippled state one after the other ; 
for the co-operation of our Sikh allies is by no Yneans to be depended 
upon. Their troops are in a thorough state of insubordinatihii, they 
obey only when and as much as the} please. Two battalions flatly 
refused to move out of their lines when ordered, two days ago, by 
General Avitabilc, to proceed to Jumrood with a view (wentually to co- 
operate with lis, and intimated that it was their intention to return to 
Lahore ; they also laid hold on one out of three guns tliat were proceed- 
ing to Jumrood by the general’s orders, and conveyed it back to their 
own lines. Under such circumstances it is evident that we neither 
can depend on their active co-operation in the field, nor on maintaining 
the communication open for us in the rear. 

The security into which the whole brigade has been lulled by the 
official announcement that a contract had been entered into by which 
all the Rewarree camels, thpse in the employ of the Commissariat, for 
the conveyance of ammunition, stores, &c., as well as those hired by 
individuals, were to continue their services until the force should reach 
Jellalabad, on the further payment, in advance, of 12 rupees each, has 
been sadly disappointed by the most decided and obstinate refusal of the 
camel owners in camp to abide by the agreement, or to acknowledge the 
competency of those who are alleged to have contracted it in their names, 
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to do so. The consequence has been, that we have literajly been left 
without carriage of any kind to proceed with, besides the few Qompany's 
camels that carry the Sepoy’s camp equipage. Neither liberal promises 
nor threats could prevail on the camel owners to come to any terms, 
and after giving the greatest possible annoyance, Captain Mckeson, as a 
last expedient, offered to purchase them, but only about 300 were secur- 
ed on those terms yesterday. The conviction that the agreement must 
hold good prevented both the Political Agent on the part of Government, 
and individuals on tluur private accounts, to make .any ari’angement to 
supply the want of carriage for tlie further progress of the troops towards 
JeliaJabad after reaching Peshawur, so that an immediate advance, except 
in a case of extreme urgency and leaving almost (‘\ cry nectissary article 
behind us, could not take place ; thouJB® hope with the active measures 
now on foot, this impediment will be removed in two or tliree days. 

C'aptaiii Mackesou has not yet received a satisfactory answer from the 
Afreedee (diiels, to whom terms for allowing us to pass through the 
Kliyber Pass have been offered. They plead divisions among themselves 
as the cause which renders it impossible for them to give a reply for some 
days. 

The broken limber of the gun (by firing it off the other day) has been 
substantially repaired. 

I haA e, &c., 

C. F. Wild. 


No. 120 . — Brigadier Wild to the Adjutant- General of the Army, 

Camp^ Kou'ulsury January 10 , 1842. 

SiK, — Since writing the accompanying letter, which was too late for 
dispatch yesterday, I find I have been misinformed with respect to tlie 
Arbabs, stated to liave been entertained by Captain Mackeson. lie says 
he could entertain that number ; but he does not at this present moment, 
as they are all Mussulmans, whose feelings against Europeans are much 
excited, think they could much be trusted. 

I was anxious ere dispatching this letter, to rectify a mis-statement that 
might have given rise to a wrong impression. 

I have, &c., 

C. F. Wild. 

No. 121. — Major-General Sir R, Sale to the Officer Com- 
manding at Peshmvur, 

JeUalahad^ Jawmry 9, 1842. 

Sir, — I j^ve the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 27th ultimo, which has only this moment reached me. Captain 
Mackeson will be able to ^communicate to you the substance of the im- 
portant intelligence sent to Captain Maegregor, from Cabool, under date 
29th ultimo ; with reference to which it is my opinion that you ought 
to lose no time in advancing pn this place, which will enable us either^ 
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to hold it against any enemy, or in every event to retire in perfectly good 
«rder across the Khyber* 

I have, &c., 

K, Sale. 

P.S,— -A letter from Captain Mackeson, of the 3rd instant, mentions 
that he has obtained four field-pieces from General Avitabile, which will 
be sufficient, I think, for your operations. 


No. 122. — Major-General Sir R. Sale to Brigadier Wild. 

Jellalahad, January 10, 1842. 

Sin, — I had the honor, late yesterday evening, to receive yours of the 
2nd instant. The Postmaster at Peshawur will be best able to exj^lain 
the delay in the transmission of both this and yours of the 27th ultimo, 
as well as of that of a jirivate communication of the 16th December, 
from General Sir J. Nicolls, whicli also came to hand in the same 

day, and gave me tlie first intimation of the -circimistanoes of a separate 
command being vested in you, which will not merge in mine until you 
reach Jellalabad. 

1 have to thank you for the co-operation which you have shown every 
disposition to afford me, and once more to beg to be permitted to press 
upon your attention the paramount importance, as respects British 
interests in Affghanistan at this moment, of your appearing with the least 
practicable delay under the walls of Jellalabad. I shall esteem it a 
favour to be informed of your progress by e>\;ery available opportunity. 

I have, &c., 

R. SAi.ii, 


No. 123. — Major-General Sir R, Sale to Brigadier Wild. 

Jdlalabady Janttary 11, 1842. 

Sin, — Your letter of the 7th instant I have this moment received, and 
in reply 1 can 'Oiily again repeat that I consider the appearance of your 
brigade under tlie walls of Jellalabad would have tlie effect of restoring 
confidence at this crisis, and tranquillizing the country on this side of 
Gundamuck, besides affording the only hope of extricating from a situ- 
ation perilous in the extreme, our troops at Cabool. 

I am of opinion that your deficiency in cavalry could not ]>e materially 
felt in such a route as that of the passes of the Khyber. The cir 
cu instance of your delay beyond the time when your approach was 
expected has already produced the effect of inducing all the surrounding 
chieSj, who had hitherto been faithful, to manifest decided indications 
of an intention . to desert our cause. It has also greatly de^essed the 
spirits of OUT native soldiers in this garrison, who are anxiously looking 
for reinforcements, and are four months in arrears of ])ay, whilst we have 
not within these walls a single rupee ; and our ammunition is not suffi- 
cient to enable us to fight our way from Jellalabad. 

Having been entrusted with a separate command, you are of course 
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the best judge of your own operations, and alone responsible for them, 
but I must repeat that I consider that the fate and prospects of the 
British force at Cabool and tliis place chiefly dei:>end on a speedy sup- 
port of us. 

Should any untoward circumstance occur that would compel me to 
retire on Peshawur, it would be, after this, impossible to communicate 
with you, so as to enable you to assist us in our retreat, as your present 
delay will probably close the route even for single cossids. 

I have, &c., 

R. Salk. 


No. 124. — Major-General Sir It. Sale to Major-General Lumely. 

Jellalabad, January 12 , 1842 . 

Sir, — In order that his Excellency the Coinmander-in-CIiief may be 
in full possession of the exact state of uflairs, I have the honor to for- 
ward copies of the whole of the correspondence between Brigadier Wild 
and myself, and have the honor to request you will submit them, together 
with this letter, to his Excellency for perusal. 

You will perceive that I had opened this correspondence before I was 
made aware that Brigadier Wild’s command was intended to be separate 
and independent of mine, up to the time of his arrival Jiere. 

W^ith reference to the whole of llu)sc hitters, but especially the last, I 
have only to remark, that if the Brigadier could have have marched from 
Jumrood, even vso late as the 7th instant, I cannot doubt that his advance 
would have kept all the AfTghan sirdars around us, who have hitherto 
been friendly, still true to our interests, and it is probable that the 
Ghilzye sirdars from Lughman would have separated themselves from the 
confederacy. The very (ioutrary eftect has been produced by the in- 
definite delay which he unfortunately announces to me. The confidence 
in us of even the governor of this place and his adherenfs without, is 
evidently shaken. They doubt whether we shall ever be reinforced, and 
seemed prepared to leave ns, and in case of the force at Cabool coming 
down in confusion to seek shelter within these walls, it is quite certain 
that the armed population would rise to a man to intercept them and us. 
Again, if the Brigadier had been able promptly to move on, he would 
have met with no opposition, exeei)ting in the Kliyber Pass, between 
Jumrood and Dakka, for wc had positive information that the people 
from the latter place to Jellalabad had made arrangements to carry oft* 
their families and leave the road clear for the column ; but when once 
the impulse of resistance is given to the armed peasantry, the Brigadier 
will only be able to appear here, after contesting every inch of both 
mountains and plains from Jumrood to this spot. 

I regre^ this delay, which has produced a great depression of spirits 
amongst the soldiers of this garrison, and beg of yon to understand, that 
I pass no judgement on the movements of Brigadier Wild, for which he 
is alone responsible. * 


I have, &c., 


R. Salk. 
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No. — 125. Brigadier Wild to Major-^ General Lumley, 

Campy Kowulsuty Janmry 12, 1842. 

Sin, — I have the honor to state, for the information of his. Excellency 
the Coinmander-in-Chief, that 1 learnt from Captain Makeson, who has 
this moment called upon me, that Captain Macgregor, the political agent 
at Jellalabad, had received a letter from Captain Pottinger, dated 
Cabool, the 28th ultimo, written in French ; that makes no men- 
tion of any engagement having, as supposed, taken place on the 
25th ultimo, but he states that the strength of the cantonment had 
been considerably weakened by the late Sir William Macnaghteii’s 
surrender of some adjoining forts, that the troops had been desired to 
retire upon Jcllalabad as soon as carriage for the sick and wounded 
should be sent, (which was expected in the course of the day,) by the 
Bungiah Pass, but that they would not consent to proceed by that route ; 
that Captain Pottinger also warns Captain Macgregor not to obey an 
order sent to him by the late Envoy to surrender Jcllalabad, and to retire 
upon Peshawur, unless it sliould be reiterated by himself. 

Under sucli circumstances, it may be imperatively required to run the 
risk of forcing our way througli the Khyber Pass, and to advance to the 
relief of the force at Jcllalabad. No friendly forbearance on the part of 
the Afredee tribes can any longer be reckoned upon, and it becomes 
matter of most serious consideration how to proceed. The best plan, 
in my opinion, is to make our way through it as speedily as practicable 
before their vigilance be excited, so as to preclude, as weU as frustrate, 
any serious resistance. 

The proposed mode of proceeding, subject to such modification as 
circumstances at the moment may require, is to ascertain in the first 
instance, whether there is any hope of co-operatioii on the part of the 
Sikh troops, so as to get a couple of their corps to accompany the biffgade 
to Ali Musjid, and to leave them there wdtli a view to maintain the 
communication open to a certain exti^nt by their occupation of that post. 
In which case, I would take up a new position with the brigade in the 
morning of tlie day, when it was intended to move about six miles in 
advance of the present camp, close to the entrance of the pass at Jum- 
rood, and after the men shall have taken their meals com^irtafcly during 
the dny, I w^ould order them in the evening to get under arms at as short 
a notice, and with as little noise as possilde, and proceed at once to Ali 
Musjid, a distance of eight miles, in the dark, leaving, with a few excep- 
tions of the most indispensable articles, all the tents and baggage beliind 
them, and if successful So far, to push on forthwith to the end of the pass 
to Lalpoora, where it will be necessary to .wait a day or two for the 
arrival of the camp equipage, which could be forwarded thither by the 
Tatara Pass, as the want of it would be much felt at this inclement season 
of the year, when much rain may be expected. 

Part of the treasure, in the event of such a move, will have to be left 
behind, but I shall endeavour to take all the ammunition with me. Inde- 
pendent of the want of sufficient carriage, it will be impossible to take 
supplies of provision in any large quantity in a movement requiring 
celerity and secrecy, and which if delayed too long, may no longer be 
practicable. Nevertheless, Captain Mackeson, who entirely concurs in 
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tbe above measure, still holds a coirnnunicafioir opett With the Maliks, or 
Afreedee chiefs, and seems anxious to avoid any coUison with them, until 
their definitive answer to the terms offered shall havn^ieen received. 

Very few camels, and the strongest only, can be taken ; their liability 
to fall and to obstruct a passage, and the slowness of their progress over 
Stony roads, might defeat our object. For the same reason, Captain 
Mackeson will endeavour to secure the loan of some elephants from 
General Avitabile to carry the guns through the pass, lest the restiveness 
of the horses, or some other untoward obstacle, should cause some 
breakage, and delay in consequence. 

If only Major-General McCaskill’s brigade were near at hand, I should 
feel a confidence as to the maintenance of an open commmiicatian in the 
rear, which ten thousand Sikh troops could never inspire. 

The dissListers at Cabool are well known at Peshawur, with considerable 
exaggeration, and have mixeh increased the insolence of its inhabitants 
towards us. 

I luive, &c,, 

C. F. Wild. 

No. I26» — Majcrr^General Sir Robert Sale to Major-General 

Lumleif, 

Jellalahady Jarmary 13, 1842. 

Sir, — I beg to acquaint you, for the information in his Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief, that Assistant Surgeon Brydon, a few hours since, 
arrived at this place wounded, and has reported that, on the faith of a 
Treaty, our troops left Cabool on or about the 6th instant. 

Thiey were treacherously attacked on the road by overwhelming num- 
bers, and from the nature of his recital there is reason to expect that he 
is the only one of the fugitives that we shall ever see alive. 

Relying on his Excellency the Coramander-in-Chif’s promise to relieve 
m as soon as possible, I have resolved on the most determined defence 
of this place ; but if bis Excellency will understand that the parapets arc 
not cannim-proof, and .that as the Cabool force has abandoned all their 
guns, we irfliy expect to be besieged immediately by the Aftghaiis, aided 
by a considerable artillery, I feel that tins short statement is the strongest 
appeal I can make for succour. 

I have &c., 

R. Sale. 


No. 127 . — Brigadier Wild to Major-General Lumlei/. 

Camp Kowuhur^ January 44 , 1842 . 

Sir, — My Brigade Major is laid up with a fever since yesterday, and 
secrecy being required in all our proceedings, I have scarce time left to 
take the necessary copies myself, but will not delay the transmission of 
the inclosed dispatches for submission to his Excellency the Commander** 
in-Chief. 

The situation of the troops at Jellalabad is becoming daily more criti- 
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cal, and with it the danger of our advance increases. Captain Mackesorr 
has been engaged to-day in a conference with the Sikh commandants of 
corps, to endeavor to secure tiieif co-operation. I have just received an 
express from him saying that nothing had been conclude ; that another 
would be held at Jumrood to-morrow, at which I shall assist, to endea- 
vour to obtain their co-operation, as far at least as the occupation of All 
Musjid is concerned. 

Wie are still unprovided with the necessary carriage for an advance, 
and our store of ammunition is already sufficiently scanty not to leave 
any behind, when an interrupted communication is to be apprehended. 

The guns, too, which we got here are miserable things ; in firing them 
the day before yesterday to ascertain their range, the limbers of two again 
gave way, and the powder that was obtained with them is of so inferior a 
quality, the shot so far from round, that little precision can be expected. 

I shall have the honor of addressing you again to-morrow. 

I have, &c., 

C. F. Wild. 


No. 128 . — BriyadUr JVlld to Major'- General Lumley, 

Camp, Koimlsur, January 15 , 1842 . 

Sir. — I have scarce time loft to state, for the information of his Ex- 
cellency the Comniander-in-Chicf, that information received from Ali 
Musjid renders it imperative that relief should be immediately sent thi- 
ther, for which purpose I sliall detach to-night at 9 p.m. the 53rd and 
6 ith regiments, as lightly equipped as possible. 

The meeting at .luiiirood was rendered unnecessary to day, by a con- 
sent and promise on the part of the Sikh commandants last night to co- 
operate with us and to Occupy Ali Musjid. Some of them it is hilfed 
will be induced to proceed to-niglit together witli the above regiments; 

The Afreedees have thrown off* all reserve. 

1 beg also to inclose a letter from Mnjor-Geiieral Sir R. Sale, in reply 
to one formerly written to him by me, wiieii I considered the advance 
might without danger to Iiis safety be deferred. As soon a& I hear of the 
successful result of the detachment sent to Ali Musjid, I shall adopt 
measures for following up the advance, as the detachment is just now 
obliged to proceed without provisions, except what the men will carry in 
their knapsacks. I shall have to supply tlieir wants as soon as possible. 

Report from Jelialabad says, that Mahomed Akber Khan has fallen by 
the hand of another rival chief, but this has not yet been <mnfirmed. 

Letters have been received up to the 4th instant from Major Pot- 
tinger ; I have no time for copying them, or this letter, now. Six officers 
had been taken as hostages ; the troops were put off* from d«ay to day for 
their return. Intimation has been sent to General Sale to consider the 
order for evacuating Jelialabad cancelled. 

The remainder of the money sent to Lalpoora, 25,000 rupees, had 
reached Jelialabad. 

I have, &c., 

C. F. Wild. 
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Ho. 129. — Mr. Clerk to Mr. Maddo^ 

January 8, 1842, 

Slit , — T lifive the honor to report, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General in Council, that the brigade under the 
command of Major-General McCaskill, KrC.lL, as per the subjoiSed 
statement, crossed the Sutlej on the 4th instant, at Ferozepore, on pro^ 
gress to Peshawur. 

I have, &c., 

G. Clerk. 
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Her Majesty’s 9th Foot . . . 
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3Gth Regiment Nat. Inf. . . . 
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... 
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Detachment, 60th Regt.NatJnf. 
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953 
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No. 130.— Mr. Clerk to Mr. Maddoch 

January 12, 1842, 1 a.m. 

Sir, — With the deepest regret I transmit to yon, for the information 
of the Right Honorable the Governor-General in Council, a confirmation 
of the rumor which I this day forwarded by the regular i>ost, of the mur- 
der of Sir William Macnaghten. 

2. I have received only two of three Persian papers to whicli Captain 
Mackeson refers, and I send them as they reached me, to save time in 
the translation of them. 

3. The Sikhs have furnished some guns to Rrigadier Wild’s force, 
and some more were expected with Mohtab Sing’s Brigade ; which I tliis 
morning heard from Captain Lawrence, at Peshawur, would arrive there 
on the 5th instant. I have called upon the Durbar to make every exer- 
tion to provide more cavalry than the 700 Patans which Captain Macke- 
son has reported to be in readiness. 

4. Being uncertain whether more troops are soon to move forward 
from this frontier, I shall detain ten out of twenty -four lacs of rupees 
arrived here this morning in progress to Ferozepore, and I shall remit 
these ten lacs to Peshawur, without loss of time, through the Soucars. 
Four lacs were sent with the brigade which crossed the Sutlej on the 4th 
instant, and eight lacs with Brigadier Wild’s force. 
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5. I have apprized Major Oiitram of these tidings by express, and 
have suggested to him the great importance of ap])lyiiig every possible 
means tor the maintenance and the strengthening of our positions in and 
above the passes on that side. 

I have, &c., 

George Clerk. 


No. 131. — The Governor-' General of India in Council to General 
Sir Jasjicr Nlcolls, 

Fort William^ Januarij 21, 1842. 

Sir, — We have had under our consideration Mr, Clerk’s d(‘s])atcli of 
the 12th instant, inclosing tlie reports which had then reached liini of the 
melancholy events which have occurred at Cahool up to the 25th ultimo, 
and although, in tin* unc(irtaint.y which still hangs over the fate of our 
troops at tliat jilacc?, and the subsequent ju’ogress of events in Aftghanis- 
tan, and in (uir ignorance whether the passage of the Khyber has be(‘u 
etf(Kit(‘d by tluj foi'ce under Brigadier Wild, we are precluded from 
coming to any iinniediate decision on our future plans of operation 
Ixwoiul the Sikh frontier, it seems to us highly expedient that another 
s!»ould forthwith be foriimd, and held in readiness to move across 
S'u'.jJ.ib ; and we would wish that, if possible, this brigade shall have 
us a part of it. one Euroj)eon regiment, a troop of horse artilleTy, tind as 
lavgo. a b()i!y of cavalry as your Ex<‘elleney can spare for this service ; 
iiiid, in or<ier to facilitate your Excellency’s disposition for providing this 
additional rciufor<?cineut to the troops in Attghanistan, we propose to 
direct the. march of the troo]) of horse artillery at Duni-Dum to the 
norllc'Wesl provinces, and would not object to your availing yourself of 
the services of two scpiadrons of one of the dragoon regiments in the 
Upper lh*ovinc(‘s ; and in ease of your Excellency attaching one of Her 
Majesty’s regiments of foot to the brigade, we will authorize your Excel- 
ieiicy, ii’ you deem tin* measure exiiedieut, to move the Honorable Com- 
pany’s 2nd hhiropean Regiment from Ghazepore to Meerut. The 
juTangcineul for replacing this regiment, if moved, will be hereafter con- 
sidered by us. 

2. We may further state, that your Excellency will be immediately 
auiliorized, in the military tlepartmeiit, to raise a corps of light cavalry, 
to re])lace the late 2ijd regiment of that branch of the service. 

3. Your Excellency will [)robably be near to the frontier when this 
despatch reaches you, and we would recommend that you summon Mr. 
Clerk t(» your head quarters, for the convenience of immediate reference 
to him on the existing exigency of affairs. 

4. Mr. Clerk’s opinions on the disposition and probable proceedings 
of the Sikh Durbar are entitled to the greatest^weight. 

Wc have, &c., 

Auckland, W. W. Bird, W. Casement, & Prinsep. 
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Na 132, — The Governor-^Gmieral of India in Council to the Secret 

Committee. * 

^ Fort William^ February 19, 16, 

Honohabi-e Sms, — In continuing the narrative of (»’^ents in AfTglillr^' 
istan since the date of our latest*dispatch on Unit sul^ect of the 22nd of 
iast inontli, we have to deplore the occurrence of heavy calamity to the 
IJritish arms, and at the same time to lament the great obscurity which 
still hangs over many of the most important circumstances- connjccted 
with the causes andY.ourse of the disasters wliich have been siiifered. * 

^2. Ju our despatch of the 22nd ultimo, we stated, that the last date 
of our intelligence, tlien received from Cabool, was the 25th of Decern- 
:>er, when Major Poltiager reported the murder of Sir William 
Macnaghten,^ andHhe continuance of negotiation for the retirement of 
our troops froifi tliat place. 

3. From the pagiprs now sent, your Honorable Committee will learn, 
hat on thQ 28th of December Major Pottinger wrote to "Captain 
Mac||regor at Jejilalabad, stating the arrangement with the leaders at 
Cabool to bd still incomplete. That «in the 29th of December,- Major 
Pottinger and Major-General ElphinstoHe wrote officially to Captain 
Maegregor and Major-Generdl Sir Robert Sale, directing them, iu 
pursuance of stipulations made at Cabool, to retire from, Jellalabad to 
Peshawur, — that on the 4th of Jiiiuary letters were received at Jellalabad 
Trom the cantonment af Cabool, annouijcing, that a march towards the 
hnner plade was immediately intended, and that on the 6tlr of January 
;;he troops actually marched, devoid, as far as we learn, of all provision 
For ft)od, for shelter, or for safety ; and that thus exposed to the attacks 
3f enemies in the mountain defiles, and in the worst severity of a ‘winter 
season, they became, after two or three nuirches, dispiriteid- and disor- 
ganized, and were^ as a military body, ultimately wholly destroyed or 
dispersed, 

4. Wc do not know the strength iu effective men that marched from 
Cabool on this melancholy retreat, but the force there must have been 
greatly reduced by the casuj|ltics of a protracted contest ; and we should 
believe that the retiring body could scarcely have exceeded 40(K) men 
fit for service, and placed at much disadvantage by the loss of many 
officers killed or wounded. 

5. The details of wliich we arc in possession regarding this disas- 
trous march, will be learned by your Honorable Committee, from the 
private letters of Captain Maegregor at Jellalabad, of tlte-13th January, 
and subsequent dates, and from a j^rivate letter from Capt. G. St. P. 
Lawrence, late Military Secretary to Sir William Maciioghten, to his 
brother, written from a fort in the Lughman- country, near to Jellalabad, 
where he, with other British officers and some ladies, wfere prisoiier8> 
under the care of Mahomed Akbar Khan, the son of Dost Mahomed 
Khan, whose prominent participation in the struggle stated in our 
dispatch of the 22nd ultimo ; but your Honorable Committee will re- 
member that these details proceeding from single parties, cannot in any 
degree be regarded as furnishing us with an authentic and complete nar- 
rative of e^'ents, and are not to be referred to as being of authority, 
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beyond the testimony given to events happening under the immediate 
observation of the writers. 

6. We learn from the letter of Captain Lawrence, that Major- 
Oeneral Elphinstone, who commanded^ the Cabool force, was also a 
prisoner in the same forf” at Lughmah ; but we have, no communication 
from Major-General Elphinstone of any kind, nor have we received any 
since the disturbance at Cabool first commenced. 

7. In a letter from Jellalabad, of tlie 25th of January, Captain 
Macgi^egor refers to the recieipt of two long letters from Major Pottinger 
likewise a prisoner at Lughman, copies ,of whicli Captain Maegregor 
intended to send on to Peshawur bn the next day ; but these communi- 
cations have not j’^et reached us, and we fear thal the transit of letters 
between Jellalabad and Pesliawur may have become interrupted. 

8. We would point the attention of your Committee to a statement 
in the private letter of Captain -Lawrence, whicli gives the firi^t clear inti- 
mation of a division of the force at Cabool, that must most dangerously 
have impaiTcd its strength. It appcjars, that iq^mediatcly after the 
insurrection broke out, nearly two (;orps of infantry, witji a troop of 
Horse Artillery, were thrown into the hkila llissar, where the King 
resided, and wliich we understand to be a position that cbul8 not have 
been successfully assailed by au enemy unprovided with an efficient force 
in guns.* The extensive wbitts of the cantonments were thus left with 
only three regiments of infantry to guard them, and to be directed 
against an enemy without, and almost the only effective portion of the 
field artillery which was at that Jirae at Cabool, was diverted from the 
service on which it could apparently have been most usefully employed. 

9. We do not wish to prejudge proceedings of which we know so 
little, but it is at the same time riglit to mark such facts in the cowes- 
pondenee lieforc us, as seem to be of’ obvious importance. 

10. Your Honorable ('oirimittce will Teiriernber that the battery of 

Foot Artillery with horses, under the command of, Captain Abbott, 
had .left Cabool before the insurrection, and formed a portion of Sir 
Pobert Sale’s force proceeding to Jellalabad. * 

11. For the artillery that remained at Cabool, there were abundant 
suj)plies of ammunition of all kinds calculated for a year’s use. It is to 
the absence of any siiffieieut fbree, in the different arms, held available 
for action beyond the line of our defensive works, and to the early loss 
of the unprotected Commissariat stores, that we must attribute, in a 
great measure, tlie ultimate triumph of the enemy. 

12. The letter from Lieutenant Conolly at Cabool of the 17th of 
January, sent -with Captain Maegregor’s letter from Jellalabad, of 
the 24tli January, gi\%s the latest intelligence of the state of affairs at 
the capital after the departur,e of our troops. It will be i)ereeived tliat 
Shah Shooja had been accepted as King by the chiefs of tlie insurgents 
generally, and that Mahomed Zemaun Khali Earukzye, a^brothe^ of Dost 
Mahomed Khan, who had been placed as leader of the insurrection, had 
resigned the name at least of the authority to which he had been raised, 
and been appointed to the post of Chief Minister; under the Shah. There 
are conflicting parties of Burukz 3 '^e and other Dooranee (Jiiefs at Cabool, 
and it is not probable that this compromise or union of interests, sup- 



ported as it would seem to have been by an expenditure of money on the 
part of the Shah, can be of long continuance. , 

13. In a letter from Shah Shooja to Captain Macgregor, sent with a 
letter from the latter ofl|cer, of the 22nd January, your Honorable Com* 
miflee will find a statement by the Shah with respect to his own position 
and views. It will be seen that he asks for pecuniary aid to enable him 
to maintain his authority. 

14. From the 13th to the 25th of January, which is our last date 
from Jellalabad, no attack has been* made on that post, which is stated to 
have been then supplied with two months’ provisions for the troops, 
though only with one month’s forage for tlie cattle. The spirit and forti- 
tude with which the position at Jellalabad has been lield and strengthened, 
for a period of two months, under circumstances of pressing difficulty 
and discouragement, have entitled our officers and troops there, under the 
command of Major-General Sir Robert Sale, and aided by the able and 
determined political management of Captain Macgregor, Assistant to the 
Cabool Mission, to our highest admiration. 

15. Mahomed Akbar Khan had no strong force with him near to 
Jellalabad, and it is not known whctlier any effective means and materiel 

‘ will be sent to liim from Cabool ; but we must regard the position of the 
gallant garrison of Jellalabad witli very deep anxiety. It appeared to be 
the plan of Mahomed Akbar Kkan to proceed to the Khybcr defiles in 
order to prevent the approach of succour to Jellalabad by troops moving 
from Peshawur. 

16. The efforts at first made by the detaclimeut of British troops, consist- 
ing of fout regiments of Native Infantry, with some details of liTegular 
Horse, and a Native company of Foot Artillery, using four inefficient 
guns, obtained from General Avitabile, at Peshawur, to advance through 
the Khyber Pass for the relief of Jellalabad, or to hold the pass in 
strength so as to cover the retirement of the Jellalabad garrison to Pe- 
shawur, have unhappily ended in failure. 

I'he dispatched in the Political and Military Departments, connected 
with this subject, are sent as inclosures to this letter ; and we will refer 
your Honorable Committee to them for ail details. Two papers of 
remarks, by his Excellency the Conunander-iu-Chief, in regard to no 
guns having been sent from h'erozeporcj^with either of the two detach- 
fit- vitsdn which these regiments marched, are also amongst the inclosures, 
officers }\ engage the particular attention of your Honourable Committee. 

5. Tl/viiily see much reason to regret that some guns were not attached 
trous marclhe second detachment of these regiments, aiid to the brigade 
private lettersuently marched with Major-General Pollock ; with this last 
and subsequere 9-pouriders were indeed sent, but We cannot feel confident 
Lawrence, lad prove sufficient for the service required from them. Wc 
brother, writinicate a copy of this paragraph to his Excellency, 
where he, wi the same time we think it right to add, that the instructions 
under the cis Excellency to Brigadier Wild, commanding the four regi- 
Khan, whos%tive Infantry, in regard to the circumstances under which he 
dispatcJi ofiture into the ^hyber Pass, previously to the arrival of Major- 
member thpoUock, with the strong reinforcement accomi)anying him, 
degree be ^s to have been in all respects suitable and judicious. Tliese 
rative of e' 
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instructions wore forwarded to your Honorable Committee, with our 
dispatches of the 22nd ultimo. 

18. Major-General Pollock, with a fresh brigade, will have reached 
Peshawur in the first week of this month, and we expect daily to l|ear 
from him respecting his first views and intentions. 

19. Meanwhile we have to lament that the post of Ali Musjid has 
been for the present necessarily abandoned to the Khyberees, and that the 
difficulties of the garrison of Jeilalabad have been much increased by the 
retirement of the friendly Mara and Chief Turabaz Kliaii, from Lalpoora, 
the other line of communication between Jeilalabad and Peshawur, in 
consequence of apprehensions arising from the approach of Mahomed 
Akbar Khan. 

20. There are circumstances represented in a letter from Captain 
Mackeson, of the 27th of January, regarding the absence of proper 
precautions for taking On with the two regiments, which penetrated to 
Ali Musjid, the supplies of grain prepared for their support there, which 
will be made a subject of separate and full inquiry in the military de- 
partment. Most injurious consequences may arise from the retreat, 
which was unavoidaljle, when from their supplies not having arrived with 
the detachment, and from the subsequent failure of the two remaining 
corps to force their way to Ali Musjid with a convoy, the means of sub- 
sistence at that post no longer remained. 

21. Our instructions for the guidance of Major-General Pollock and 
Sir Robert Sale have been adapted by us from time to time to the exi- 
gencies of circumstances, as these have gradually been disclosed. We 
entirely approve the answer of Sir Robert Sale and Captain Maegregor 
to the injunction sent to them from (hibool, for a retirement from Jeilala- 
bad, which answer was to the effect, that they must first learn what 
security could be given to them for the safety of that movement, for we 
felt that the chiefs with whom the engagements were formed at Cabool, 
were in no comlition to stipulate for a state of things, or for the protec- 
tion of our trof)ps in other parts of the country. We have regarded 
the proceedings generally of Major-General Elphinstone, as far as we 
are aware of them, with the keenest disappointment and displeasure, and 
we have requested the Commander-in-Chief to institute, when circum- 
stances may admit of it, a full military inquiry into the Major-General’s 
conduct, and desired that the authority of the Major-General over the 
troops serving in or near Affghauistan should wholly cease. 

22. The successive instructions which we have issued for the guidance 
of Major-General Pollock will be found in our letters of December 15, 
January 31, and February 10th and 16th. 

23. The original direction to Major-General Pollock was, that the 
safety of the force under Sir Robert Sale should be the prominent object 
of his care, and that, otherwise, the situation of tlie force under his com- 
mand was raainly that of strong demonstration on the Peshawur frontier ; 
it resting in his military discretion to determine whether he could with 
safety hold the adiranced post of Jeilalabad, in dependence on a secure 
command of the Khyber, and other passes, between Jeilalabad and Pesha- 
wur. We should have been glad, had it appeared likely to be in Major- 
General Pollock’s power to maintain the post of Jeilalabad for some 
period, as giving advantages in any communication with the adverse 
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chiefs ill Affghanistan, or in any ulterior movement, or course of policy 
tliat might be thought proper by tlie Governinent here or in England, 
But on the 31st Jmiuary, we expressly informed Major-General Pollock, 
that Jellalabad was not a place which we desired to retain at all hazards, 
and that after securing Sir Robert Sale’s brigade there, and giving every 
practicable relief to parties from Cabool, we would wish him, rather than 
run extreme risks at Jellalabad, to aiTange for withdrawal from it, and 
the assemblage of all his force at or near Peshawur. 

24. Since we have heard of the misfortunes in the Khyber Pass, and 
have become convinced that with the difhculties at present opposed to us, 
and in the actual state of our preparations, we could not expect, at least 
in this year, to maintain a }»osition in the Jellalabad districts for any 
etlcctive purpose, we have made our directions in regard to withdrawal 
from Jellalabad clear and positive, and we shall rejoice to learn that 
Major-General Pollock will have anticipated these more express orders 
by confining his cfibrt§, to the sanhi object. 

25. We have attentively considered the question of remaining in 
force at or near Peshawur during the present year, and upon strengthen- 
ing the division under Major-General Pollock, by the other complete 
brigade, which your Honorable Committee has before learned had been 
warned to march from Ferozepore, and we have given the full instruc- 
tions, which will be found in our letters to the Commaiider-in-Cluef and 
Mr. Clerk, of the 10th instant, upon these subjects. 

26. While there may be a hope of contributing to the safety of the 
Jellalabad garrison, the ad^ aiice of the fresh brigade will of course be 
most desirable and necessary, for the pur])ose also of supporting the divi- 
sion under Major-General Pollock, whether it remain for the year at 
Peshaw’ur, or other place, in the Lahore territory, or be drawn back gra- 
dually to the British frontier. Tlie advance of the brigade is likely to 
be of much advantage ; but there are questions of much delicacy and 
difficulty connectcil with the condition of the Sikh Government, and with 
the temper and feeling of the most powerful of the Sikli chiefs, and of 
the body of the Sikh soldiery, which may make tlie retention of a British 
force for a long period at any advanced point of tlie Sikh dominions, far 
from politic and safe. We have in our instructions to Mr. Clerk dwelt 
upon these considerations, and given to him a large discretion in respect 
to the position and movement of our forces in the Punjab. We trust 
that your Honorable Conunittee will be satisfied, that upon a matter of 
this nature, the proper determination of which d(‘pends so entirely upon 
local circumstances, we have adopted the best course in giving extensive 
powers to Mr. Clerk, who is an officer deserving of our high confidence. 
We have, it will be observed, given a general discretion to Mr. Clerk to 
act in unforeseen emergencies, as he may think best for the national 
interest and honor on the general iiriiiciples, which have uniformly been 
prescribed to him in regard to our relations with the Sikh Government, 
and we have intimated to him that his Excellency the Commander-iii- 
Chief, and the Commanders of the British forces within the Punjab, will 
be prepared to give attention to his wishes, as far as they may feel them- 
selves able to do so, consistently with military considerations, and with 
the arrangements judged necessary by his Excellency for the protection 
of our own provinces. 
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27. We have been careful in our letters to the Commetnder-in-Chie^ 
to advert to all those points, which have appeared indispensable for the 
due support and equipment, in all respects, of a British force, while 
employed within the Punjab. 

28. The dispatch from Mr. Clerk, of the lt5th ultimo, conveyed some 
general observations on the condition of the Sikh Government and troops^ 
with reference to the altered and unsettled aspect of aftkirs in Affghanis- 
tan, and we stated to Mr. Clerk in ^ply, our continued desire to give 
strength to the existing administration in the Punjab. We have been 
happy to perceive, from the tenor of different communications from 
Mr. Clerk, which have extended to the 8th instant, tliat he ai)p('ars 
to rest with some confidence upon the stability of that GoveninuMit, 
and the prevention of any general disorder in the country or army, 
as a consequence of the more intimate intercourse, which has now been 
established between the Durbar and Mr. Clerk, as the agent and repre- 
sentative of the British Government. 

29. On the 31st of January, upon receiving the intelligence of the 
disasters wdiich had happened to our troops in the retreat from Cabool 
we thought it proper to issue a brief notification, which we caused also, 
to be officially communicated to the several Political Residents and 
Agents, expressed in very general terms with regard to the intentions of 
the Govermiient ; but also, in a tone of confitlenee and firmness, such as 
is suitable to the power and resources of the British Empire in India, 
and was calculated to allay any impressions of apprehension or mistrust, 
which might possibly be created by so great a calamity as that which has 
now been sustained by a portion of the Britisli Army. We are happy to 
state that we have no information, which would lead us to suppose that 
Impressioi^bf this kind have been any where diffused. 

30. In our dispatch of the 22nd ultimo, we communicated the grounds 
upon which it appeared that Sir William Macnaglitcn had been murdered 
by Mahomed Akhar Khan. With a letter from Mr. Clerk, of 20th 
January, your Honorable Committee will find the translation of a letter, 
purporting to be from Mahomed Akbar to a chief n(*ar Jellalabad, named 
Meer Alfyed Khan, whicli, if it can be assumed as genuine, as there 
appeared at first to be no reason to doubt that it was, would show that 
Mahomed Akbar openly avowed and gloried in the horrible outrage. In 
the letter, however, from Mr. Clerk, of the 6th instant, and that of Cap- 
tain Lawrence to his brother, whicli has been before referred to in this 
dispatch, there seem to be grounds for at least suspending an opinion 
upon this point. The entire uncertainty which at present attends the 
most important circumstances connected with the conduct and purposes 
of the principal actors in the scenes which liave passed, and are passing 
at Cabool precludes us for the present from forming any clear view, or 
giving any defined instructions in regard to communications with any 
of those parties. We can, for the moment, do little else than await 
and watch the development of events and factions ; we hope to receive 
shortly the two letters from Major Pottinger, of whicli the arrival at 
Jellalabad has been announced to us. We « may, however, state that 
it is not our intention, on such information as we yet have to authorize 
any advances of money to Shah Shooja, for we could have no confi- 
dence that such advances would not be employed by the individuals 
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who, in his name, exercise real authority at Cabool, in hostilities against 
ourselves. 

31. We have to mention that bills upon our treasuries, drawn by 
3Iajor Pottinger from Cabool, on the 28th of December, the day on 
whicii he appears to have made his final arrangement with the hostile 
chiefs, have been presented, some with, and others without letters of 
advice, to an amount of about 1 5 lacs of rupees. The authorities in the 
North-Western Provinces, after jdving assurances to the shroifs who hold 
the bills, that their claims connected with them shall receive a full and 
just consideration, have referred the question of paying the bills to the 
Supreme Goveniment. We have stated that such payment must be 
deferred until a distinct and satisfactory explanation shall be received 
from Major Pottinger of the circumstances under which they were drawn, 
and Mr. Clerk has been instructed to endeavour to obtain such explana- 
tion without delay. 

32. We need not |psure your Honorable Committee that the painful 
situation of the officers, families, and European and Native soldiers, wlio 
are prisoners in Afighanistan, engages our most anxious thought, and that 
any measures which we can adopt with fair and honourable prospect of 
advantage for their comfort or release, will be eagerly adopted by us. 

33. With I'espcct to the other posts in Afiyuuiistan, it will be seen, 
that in the letter from Lieutenant Conolly of the I7th of January, it is 
stated that the garrison of Ghuznee still maintained possession of the 
citadel, though the town was in the occupation of the enemy. 

34. From Kelat-i-Ghilzye we have no direct tidings, but it is believed 
that no disaster can have happened to that strongly fortified post. 

35. The latest date of a private letter from Candahar is ^ the 9tb of 
January, when Major Rawlinsoii reported that the Prince Si4|fer-Jung, a 
son of Shah Shooja, who had at one time been Governor of that province, 
and who had been dispossessed in favour of the Sliahsada Timor, had fled 
from the city, and joined the camp of the insurgents at a place some thirty 
or forty miles distant. 

36. Collision appeared then, to Major Rawlinson, to be unavoidable, 
and from lett ers received from Lieutenant ILimmersley, the Political 
Assistant at Quetta, it would appear probable that some engagement had 
actually occurred, in which the insurgents had been defeated, but the 
communication between Candahar and Quetta has, for some time, been 
efFectiially closed, and we are without any authentic information of events, 
of which, however, we trust that you may be apprized to a later period, 
through Bombay. 

37. Major-General Nott had under his orders, and concentrated in 
strength at Candahar^ a force of about 8,700 men, with at least eighteen 
pieces of artillery. This force is believed to be well supplied, and defec- 
tive only in having but a small body of trust -worthy cavalry, and very 
scanty means of carriage for any distant movement. 

38. Your Honorable Committee is already aware that upon first 
hearing of the serious difficulties which threatened our troops at 
Cabool, we sent instructions to Major Rawlinson and General Nott at 
Candahar, preparing them, in the event of extreme disaster at Cabobl, 
for the ultimate result of a withdrawal from Afighanistan, with the least, 
possible amount of discredit ; but so also, as to make the union and 
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safety of our troops a paramount object of attention. Tliese instructions, 
we know, reached Candaliar towards the end of December. Upon learning 
the order given by Major Poltinger and Major-General Elphinstone, for 
the evacuation of Jellalabad, and assuming that similar orders would also 
have been issued in regard to Candahar, we stated to the Commander-in- 
Chief, that we did not doubt tliat Major-General Nott would have rejected 
the authority of these orders, and we requested his Excellency to instruct 
the Major-General to act for himself, independently of such orders, 
upon his own distinct military responsibility. 

39. We desired, also, that his Excellency would communicate to 
Major-General Nott, that it was of the highest importance, tliat he 
should maintain his position at Candahar, in concentrated strength, until 
he should receive the further instructions of the Government. This last 
intimation was made in the same view as that with which we have before 
said that we looked to the retention, if possible, of the post of Jellalabjid, 
and it was dispatched to the Commander-in -Chief on the 28 th of 
January. 

But having on the 31st of January received information in regard to 
the actual state of affairs at Candahar, we addressed Major Outrain, 
instructing him to communicate with Major-General Nott, and to arrange 
in concert with Brigadier England, and if the condition of the tracts 
under his immediate charge sliould admit of it, for having the disposable 
part of the troops under the orders of tliat officer moved above the Bolan 
Pass as early as possible, in order that if Major-Gcnei‘al Nott should 
decide upon withdrawing from Candaliar, the troops in question might be 
marched forwards to the foot of the Kojuck Pass on the Quetta side, so 
as to facilitate and support such withdrawal. We have since, on the 
10th instant issued the instructions to Major-General Nott, which your 
Honorable Committee will find in our Secretary’s letter to him of that 
date. He has there been distinctly informed tliat it is our desire that he 
should act solely so as may best, in his judgment, secure the paramount 
object of the safety of liis troops, and may uphold at the same time, the 
honor of the British arms. Tlic Major-General will, of course, make to 
the utmost, every eflbrt in order to relieve also the garrison of Kehit-i- 
Ghilzye and that likewise of Ghuznee, should it be in any manner within 
the compass of his means to give succour to the last named post. 

40. W e learn that the post of Quetta has also been threatened with 
attack, but Major Outram writes witli confidence of its strength and of 
the preparations made there, and we have not heard that any enemy has 
actually approached. 

41. Tranquillity has not been interrupted in Beloochistan, or Sciride, 
and your Honorable Coiniuittee is separately addressed upon details 
connected with those countries. 

42. The Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan, and his family, have been 
placed under a strict surveillance and restraint at Saharuiipore and 
Loodiana. On the 31st ultimo, we authorized and directed Mr. 
Clerk, unless he should be confident that the Ameer and his family could 
be kept in perfectly secure custody at those places, to take measures for 
sending him and his male relatives to the fortress of Allahabad. 

43. If this removal should be carried into effect, it will be accom- 
panied with every reasonable indulgence, consistent with safety, and a 



138 


with respect to the additional precautions which it Juis been found expe* 
dient to adopt for the security of Dost Mahomed Khan, and his family 
and attendants. We annex the copy of a letter which we have this day 
directed to be wTitten to Mr. Clerk. 

We have, &c., 

Auckland, W. W. Bird, W. Casement, & H. T. Prtnsep. 


No. 136, — Mr, Madflock to Mr » Clerh, 

Fort William^ Janvary 26, 1812. 

Sir, — Your dispatcli of the loth instant has been laid before the 
Governor-General in Council, and.! am directed to inform you that his 
Lordship in Council entirely approves the measures which you hav(‘ 
adopted, and intend to adopt, for a more intimate intercourse with the ex- 
isting Government of^aliore, and for giving support generally to the Sikh 
authority within the territories subject to that state. The policy upon 
which these measiy^es are fouiulcd is that upon which his Lordship in 
Council would wish you steadily to act, and which has, indeed, already 
been expressly prescribed to you by the instructions contained in the 6th 
paragraph of my letter to your address of the 3rd ultimo. 

2. In respect to the military position to be held by us, under existing 
circumstances, towards Peshawur, and on our north-western frontier, 1 
am desired to forward, for your information, the copy of a dispatch this 
day addressed to his Excellency the Conimander-in-Chief. 

1 have, &c., 

T. II. Maddock. 


No. 137. — The Governor-General in Coimril to General Sir 
Jasper Nicolls. 

Fort William^ January 2G, 1842. 

Sir, — Y^our Excellency will probably have rc‘ceived from Mr. Clerk a 
copy of his dispatch of tile loth instant, No. 6, but tliat it may be 
certainly in your Excellency’s possession, we iierewitli append a copy of it, 
and of the reply which we have caused to be sent to it, of this day’s date. 

2. Your Excellency will be aware, from our former communications, 
that we have been very sensible of the necessity of giving strength, in 
the existing crisis, to the Sikh administration generally, and particularly, 
as regards the support of its authority on tlie Peshawiit frontier, by the 
assemblage of a strong British force in that diniction. With this view 
we have sanctioned the advance of the ctHcient division, of at least 7,000 
men, under Major-General Pollock ; and, in coiltinuation of our dispatch 
of the 21st instant, we would now further request your Excellency to be 
prepared for a direction for immediately expediting the march of the 
third complete brigade, referred to in that disj[)atch, as a reinforcement to 
the troops of General Pollock’s division. 

3. We believe that, after the march of this third brigade, there will 
remain a force of at least J 5,000 men available for concentration in the 
north-western provinces, with a view to the maintenance of the internal 
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tranquillity of our own territory ; and we consider this force, supported 
by the troops assigned to the several cantonments, to be undoubtedly 
adequate to its purpose ; although we do not think that it would be 
prudent in any greater degree to weaken tlie military strength which will 
remain at your Excellency’s immediate disposal. 

4. Your Excellency will of course issue to Major-General Pollock 
such instructions and advice as you may deem to be called for, for the 
subject of giving to the large force which will be under his command the 
most etfective and advantageous direction. ^Ye need only observe, that 
tiic primary importance of keeping our men together in masses, in the 
most favourable positions, ought iievtT to be lost siglit of. 

5. We anticipate that the Sikh Government will cordially <!oncur in 
measures wdiich will add in the greater degree to the stability of their 
dominion in their western territories ; but your I^xcollency will of course 
take all your measures, in the execution of the policy now prescribed, in 
communication with Mr. Clerk. 

G. Your Excellency has been informed of the scA^eral measures which 
we liave thought to be in the first instance exped|pGit for increasing the 
military means available in llpper India. 

7. We have now also to state to your Excolleiiey that we have strong- 
ly recommended to the Home Authorities that (tlirec regiments of Her 
Majesty’s Foot, on the Indian Estaldishment, being engaged with the 
Oliina Expedition) the same ninnber of corps sliould be sent to this 
country from Euroj)c ; two of those corps being supplied to Bengal, and 
the other to the Bombay Presidency, — the military means of the Bombay 
Government having been diminished to a greater degree than it would be 
expedient to admit for a lengtli of time. 

8. If other arrangements of military reinforcement should occur to 
us as being desirable, we shall duly address your Excellency in regard 
to tiiom. Ill the meantime we would remark, that if your Excellency 
should think it of advantage to raise three more corps of recruits, at the 
stations of Meerut, Kuruaul, and Agra, similar to that which has been 
raised by Captain Taylor fur the Shah’s service, and has now been fixed 
at Cawnpore, we would request you at (uire to give effect to that opinion. 
These corps, each comuianded by three officers to be selected by your 
Excelitmcy, might within a few months be rendered quite efficient for sta- 
tion jiurposes and the support of internal order, and they would set free 
regular corps for more general service. We would invite, also, the opin- 
ion of your Excellency upon the expediency of raising the complement 
of the three Goorkha corps, and the Hurriana local battalion, to the 
present full complement of the regular regiments of •Infantry. 

We have, &c., 

Auckland, W. W. Bird, W. Casemlxt. & H. T. Piuxsec. 


No. 138. — The Governor- General of India in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nicolls. ^ 

Fort William^ January 28, 1842. 

Sir, — We have received an express dispatch from Mr. Clerk of the 
18th instant, with copies of the letter of Major Pottinger and Major- 

T 2 
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General El])Iun§tone, to the address of Captain Macgregfor of the 29th of 
December, and of the reply of that officer, and of Major-Goneral 8al^ 
of the 9th instant. 

2r We request that your Excellency will instruct Major-General 
Pollock to inform Major-General Sale and Captain Macgregor that we 
highly approve the judgment and spirit shewn in their n^y to the 
directions conveyed to them from Cabool ; and it is oiir anxious hope 
that the fort of Jellalabad may have been maintained until it could be 
effectively succoured by the forces proceeding from India. We do not 
doubt that Major-General Nott will have rejected the authority of any 
directions which may have been sent to him by Major-General Elphin- 
fitone of a like tenor to those stmt to Jellalabad ; and we would request 
your Excellency expressly to instruct him to act for himself, indepen- 
dently of such dir(‘ctioiis, upon his owm distinct military responsibility. 
Your Excellency will communicate to Major-General Nott that it is of 
the higliest importance that he should maintain his position at Candahar, 
in concentrated strength, until^he shall receive the further orders of the 
Government. 

3. We have nol received since the commencement of the insurrection 
at Cabool, any dfspatch, either in the political or military department, 
from the British authorities at that place, and on our present information 
we are disposed to view the conduct of Major-General Elphinstone, in 
command of the force there, with the most sev(?re displeasure and indig- 
nation. Your Excellency W'ill, of course, cause a full military inquiry 
to be made into all the circumstances connected with the direction and 
conduct of our trooj)s at Cabool, at the earliest period at wliich such an 
inquiry may be practicable. In the mean time we think it right to 
direct that Major-General Elphinstone shall not retain the command of 
the troops to the w’^est of the Indus, but that the command of the force 
at and beyond Peshawur shall remain with Major-General Pollock. It 
is our direction also that the local command at Jellalabad should be 
vested in Major-General Sale, subject only to the direction of Major- 
General Pollock, and that the authority of Major-General Elphinstone 
should at once wholly cease. 

4. We have to desire your Excellency to consider the resolution to 
send on another complete brigade as a reinforcement to the Peshawur 
frontier as definitively adopted, and to request that you will hasten all the 
arrangements for the march of that brigade, with such amount treasure 
and t^quipments as may be indispensable to the maintenance and comfort 
of thetrooi>sin that quarter. Your Excellency will give the orders 
which you may think* the most suitable, in respect to the return to India 
of any portion of the force which has served for the longest period in 
Affghanistan. 

5. Wc shall communicate to your Excellency without an instant’s 
delay, the views which we may be led to fonn, when more complete infor- 
mation of the melancholy events which have , happened in Afghanistan 
and of the actual condition of aflaifs shall be before us. 

c 

We have, &c., 

Atjckland, W. W. Bird, W. Caskmesjt, and 1L T. PiuNSEr. 
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No. 139 .- — Notificdtion hy the Government of Indta^ 

Fort William^ January 31, 1842, 

Intelligence having been received which leaves no room to doubt that,, 
after tlie British force, at Cabool, had maintained its position against 
overpowering numbers of insurgents for more than six weeks, the ohicer 
commanding had judged it necessary, in consequence of a failure of pro- 
visions, to agree to a convention of the enemy, and to retire, in reliance 
on the faith of that convention, towards JelJalabad, when the troops, 
exposed to the worst rigours of cold and privation in the mountain defiles, 
and liarassed by treacherous attacks, suffered extreme disaster, — the 
Governor-General in Council deems it proper to notify, tliat tlic most 
active measures have been adopted, and will be stedfastly prosecuted, for 
expediting powerful reinforcements to the Atlghan frontier, and for 
assisting such operations as may be required in tliat quarter for the main- 
tenance of tlie honor and interests of the British Government. 

The am])le military means at tlie disposol of the British Government 
will be strenuously applied to these olijects, so as at once to support 
external operations, and to ensure efficient prot(H*tion to its subjects and 
allies. 

A faithless enemy, sftiined by the foul crime of assassination, has, 
through a failure of supplies, followed by consummate treachery, been 
able to overcome a bwly of British troops, in a country removed, by 
distance and difficulties of season, from the possibility of succour. But 
the Governor- General in Council, while lib most deeply laments the loss 
of the brave officers and men, regards this partial reverse?, only as a new 
occasion for displaying the stability and vigor of the British power, and 
the admirable spirit and valor of the British Indian army. 

By order of the Right Honorable the Governor General of India in 
Council. 

T. II. JVIaddock. 


No. 140. — 3I/\ Maclikrh to Major Oaf rain. 

Fort William^ January 51, 1842# 

Sir, — In consequence of demi-official information received from you, 
under date the 14th instant, respecting the condition of things in the 
Caudahar Province, I am desired by the Governor-General in Council to 
request that you wijl, in communication wUh Brigadier England, and if 
the condition of the tracts under your immediate charge will admit of it, 
arrange for having the disposable part of the troops under the orders of 
that officer moved above the Bolan Pass as early as practicable, in order 
that, in communication with Major-General Nott, if that officer should 
decide on withdrawing from Candahar, the troops in question may bo 
marched forward to the foot of the Kojuck Pass on the Quetta side, so as 
to support and facilitate General Nott’s movement. 

2. You will scud intimation to Major-General Nott of your receipt 
of this letter, and of the arrangements that may be made in consequence 
of it, so as to insure every possible certainty that the intimation will 
reach him. 
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3. All troops falling back to Quetta can, it is believed, be maintained 
at that place and Mustoong ; and it is desired that they should be posted 
at these places, or other convenient points near, until the return of the 
favorable season for descending to the plains, or the * receipt of further 
orders. But the exact positions of the troops on this side of the Kojuck 
Pass, must be determined by the General Otiicer commanding, according 
to practicability of supply, and other local considerations. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maodock. 


No. 141. — The Governor General of India in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nicolls, 

Fort William y January 31, 1842. 

Sir, — We received yesterday Mr. Clerk’s dispatch of the 22nd instant, 
with the afflicting report, brought by Dr. Brydon, of the inarch of the 
British force from Cabool towards Jcllalabad, and of its fatal conse- 
quence. 

2. We have only at tliis moment, in additioir to our former communi- 
cations to refer your Excellency to the notifications in the Secret and 
Military Departments, copies of which will be forwarded to you with this 
dispatch, and to state to yqj.i the following opinion, in conformity with 
which we would desire that Major-General Pollock should be instructed 
by your Excellency. 

3. Major-General Pollock will have under his command, upon reach- 
ing Peshawur, a force of about 7,500 men, in addition to the brigade, 
under Sir Robert Sale, which, independently of Atfghan auxiliaries, may 
amount to a further force of about 2,000 — and the brigade. of which the 
advance has been directed, by our later dispatches, to proceed to Peshawur, 
but which cannot be expected to arrive there before llie IGtli or 28th of 
March, will add, at least, 3,000 more troops to General Pollock’s force, 
thus raising it to an army of almve 12,000 men. 

4. ' This force, when assembled in concentrated strength and with due 

equipments and provisions, will be adeejuate to subdue all op})ositic>n to 
the movements which it may be directed to undertake, but we would 
wish your Excellency ]}arttcularly to enjoin Major-General Pollock to be 
careful that the force is weakened as little as possible by sej[>aration and 
detachments. ^ 

5. Major-General Pollock will have a specially delicate decision to 
form, when he is in advance before the arrival of the last brigade ; 
beyond which brigade lie sliould be made aware that he cannot look for 
additional reinforcemeuts during this season. 

6. In the instructions of the 15th ultimo, it was stated that the object 
of the division, as at first moved forward under Major-General Pollock’s 
command, wiis mainly that of demonstration and strength on the 
I’eshawur fi?ontier, and it would rest in his military discretion to 
determine whether he could with safety hold Jellalabad, in advance, in 
dependence on a secure command of the Khyber and other passes 
between Jellalabad and Peshawur. 
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Y. If Major- General Pollock, arriviDg with only General McCaskill’s 
brigade, can safely maintain the position of Jellalabad, with due r^ard 
to the security of the communications through the Khyber Pass, he will, 
until otlierwise ordered, continue to do so — and it will be higldy desirable 
that he should find an opportunity of asserting our military superiority 
iri the open country in the Jellalabad neighbourhood. But Jellalabad is 
not a place which the Governor-General in Council desires to be kept at 
all hazards, and after succour shall have been given to II. Sale’s brigade 
there, and relief shall have been given to parties arriving from Cabool, 
the Governor-General in Council would wisli Major-General Pollock, 
rather than rim extreme risks in that jmsition, to arrange for withdrawal 
from it, and the assemblage* of all his force at or near Peshawur. 

8. When eventually tlic last brigade may reach Peshawur, Mnjor- 
General Pollock will then have received further directions for his conduct, 
but, in tlie mean while, whether tlie bulk of liis troops be at Jellalabad. 
or elsewliere, he wdll attend strictly to the direction given to him of 
holding them, to the utmost practicable degree, assembhid togetlier, and 
in the most favorable positions, not, of course, refraining from such de- 
tached or advanced operations near or beyond Jellalabad, as tlie state of 
the country may render obviously expedient and advantageous. 

9. Your Excellency will, of course, cause an abundant depot of am- 
munition and all necessary o(|uipments to be formed at Peshawar, and 
Major-General Pollock will understand that he is authorized to incur 
sucli reasonable expense as he may think n^essary for sheltering the m( 3 n 
of his force, and particularly the European portion of them, as the season 
advances. Wherever they may be placed, the British troops should be 
kept distinct from otlier forces, or any chances of collision with the sub- 
jects of a friendly power, in the most convenient and healthy site pro- 
curable — but upon this last point your Excellerfty will be further address- 
ed hercai'ter, as events may appear to require. 

W’e have, &c., 

Auckland, W.W\ Bird, W. Casement, & ILT. Prinsep. 


No. 142. — General Sir Jasper NicoUs to Major-Genl Elphinstom\ 

January 21, 1842. 

Sir, — The letter of the 29th ultimo, written jointly by yourself and 
Major Pottinger to Captain McGregor, leaves me no reason to doubt that 
you have long ere this reached Jellalabad, Ad arc contemplating a further 
retreat to India, if such condition should have been forced upon you, as 
is too probable, by the Aifghau chiefs. 

Ma^or-General Sir H. Sale is very strongly inclined to think that he 
and his force should not be bound by your Cabool Agreement ; of tliis, 
however, when you are at Jellalabad be will have no power or right to 
judge, far less to act upon jti 

As the communication wdth Cabool has been so full of hazard, I Imve 
not ventured to write to you on such a subject nn terms which might have 
influenced your judgement, but it is proper that I should make known 
to you the views of the Governor-General in Council, in anticipation of 
events, which have now occurccd. 
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The Intention aiid wi^es therein expressed tieter been alteted or 
modified, and you will therefore be pleased to con'sider it your duty to 
conform to them. * ^ 

In addition to camp eqtllpage iu ^tore, for parts *of your force, at 
Peshawur, 1 have directed that tents for 1,000 European and 2,000 
native infantry or cavalry, may be despatched to that place to ^ meet you. 

The officers may probably ask for a f(5wi;ents*; if so, receipts musttue 
carefully taken- ^ 

1 liavc, &c., 

J. Nicolls- 


No. 143 * — General Sir Jasper Nlcolh to the Governor-- General 
of India in CouneiL * 

** Carnp^ tux) inarches north of Kurnatd^ January 22, 18421 

Mt Lord. — I have the honor to lay before your Lorship in Council 
a ^py of a letter addressed by me yesterday to Mrfjor- General Elphin- 
stone^ as the retreat of the Cabool force upon Jelklabad can be no longer 
doubtfpL 

‘2. that force has been refreshed at the latter station > by a few 

days* halt, I should hope that, collected, the two brigades will be able to 
force their way to the putranc^of the Kiiyber, near Daklui ; where, if not 
before, Brigadier Wild’s lielpi% hand wHl be held out to them. 

3- At a late hour yesterday, an express from that officer, Sf the loth 
instant, announced his intention of detaching two native regiments to the 
relief of Ali Musjid that*,niglit, and to follow with the other two corps, 
with supplies. A copy & the Brigadier’s dispatch I have the honor 
to inclose for the infbrination of your Lordship in Council. 

4. At the same time 1 received a dispatch from Mr. Clerk ; trans- 
mitting Mr. Reid’s, of loth January, to Mr. Clerk ; Captain Lawrence’s, 
of 15th January, to Mr. Clerk, with intelligence from Cabool to the 4th 
instant ; contents of a letter, Mahomed Akbar Khan to Mcer Afzul 
Khan ; Captain Mackeson, 14th January, to Mr. Clerk ; Captain 
Mackeson, 12th January, to Mr. Clerk. 

5. I liave felt it necessary to reply immediately to that part of Mr, 
Clerk’s letter, and Captain Mackeson’s, of the 14tli, iu which they ask 
for reinfwrcements of artillery aud native infantry. These- 1 have 
declined to send, for the foMowing reasons, which I trust will be 


approved. / ' , 

The force in Afighanistan, and proceeding fillither, 

stands thus 


Guns. 

Artiflery 
and Sappers. 

Cavalry. 

Infantry. 

European, Native, 

With General Elphinstone 6 

. 144 

464 

.531 

2770 

With Sir R. Sale, 15 

559 

279 

777 

. 1119 

With Brigadier Wild, ... 4 

247 

101 

0 

3979 

With General Pollock, ...• 3 

176 

693 

887 

1192 




— — ..P. 


28 

1126 

1537 

2195 

4K)59 
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Total with their attimunitioo, Tfith 

MitjoK**J(^eueral Fdlfeck’« Divif^kui from Delhi Magazine,) when 909 men 
haye betm cled lie tedvjIVom the t’xtb<K>} force to. cover casualties, and sick 

irhese numberikougbt, I tliiiik^to b^ able^o extricate themselves, after 
tho mdsl‘<)riLticaln)oy(mi%nt, thatfroniCabool toJellalabad,hasbeen effected. 

ere native hilanity now *brdered from Ferozepore, they might 
cross the rivci* on the <^9th, ^.nd Jic at resliawur on the 5th oFMarch, 
iiioykig without a halt. * » 

7, tf Major^-Oeneral Elphinstoiie loft Cabool on the 5th of .Ian nary, 
ho was, pfobafeiy^ dt Jollaiabad on the 15th, and united with -Sir II. Sale ; 
atte* halting there eiglit or ton /lays, they ccjftild ’ force their way to the 
K hy her, If not through tlie ]\i.ss, by the Isi of February. 

8. Brigadlei* Wild was to enter the Khyber, with two i^orps^ oii th^ 
liight of the iStli, iiiul to be followed by the other two soon ai’ter. 

^). ’^''Major-General Pollock ivas at Sluibul on the 15th instant, and 
will be at Peshawur* without halting, on the lOtli of February. 

10. Under these circumstances I do not think that any force, now 
s(ait forward, could be* of any use in supporting our troops during thek* 
retreat. It will be most unlooked-for, and probaldy most disastrous^ if 
our corps should not liave etlwted their passage th,i|)iigli the , Khyber 
before the V)th of March. Mr. Clerk has never hinted that llie/vSikh 
iroops would veiitiu'e Jo moles! us ; such a circumstaiiibe does not, there- 
lore, enter into my calcuiiition. ^ 

' I iiave, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 

Ko, 141. — Gnip.ral Sir Jasper Nicolh t()^ic Governor^ General 
of India in CounclL 

nawp, tiro marches north of Kurnaul^ January 23, 1 S42. 

My Jjoun, — 1 have the honor to inform your Lordship in Council that 
Mr. Clerk arrived li«i'e (Thanesur)* yesterday evening. 

We liavc had a long convers«atioii uj>on the aflairs of Affghanistari, 
iiichuling tlie statement of Assistant- Surgeon Brj^don ; and Mr. Clerk 
has, by various and repeated arguments, endeavored to convince me of 
the necessity for detacdiing another reinforcement to Peshawur, in order 
to sii{t{)ort J(dlalabad. 

IMy instructions and my opinion (expressed in my letter of yesterday) 
heing widely different, I have demurred giving my consent to tlie pro- 
posal ; bftfcas your LordvShif Was not aware, on the date of your last 
orders pf 6tU of January, ' ctf the murder of Sir William Macnaghten, 
and the probable fate of our troops, *1 have ordered the 6th and 55th 
Pvegiments of Native Infantry from Kuniaul to Ferozepore, whicli will 
enable me to detach two corjjus to Pesliawur, should your Lordship in 
(k)uncirs views and orders have 'been altered or modified by that event, 
and your resolution bp made known to me. 

Being full aware of the confidence enjoyed by Mr. Clerk, I have taken 
tliis preparatory step ; but, when he advised tlio addition of some portion 
of Her Majesty’s 3rd Dragoons, I felt inyself unable to give him any 
hoj>e of suoJi a recoinnuMidation being attimded to. 
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We may expect yoiir Lord$]iip’s orders, upon in 

dispatches of the 12th instant, on the 2nd at 3rd of February, that is, 
before these regiments can reach Ferozepcire. . 

' ‘ ' I have, 3cc., 

J. NiCOLtS. 

No. — T/ie Governor- General of India in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nicolls» 

Fort William^ February 2, 1842. 

Sir, — We have received your Excellency’s letter of the 23rd of 
January, and have to refer your Excellency, in reply, to our dispatches of 
the 2()th, 2Gth, 28th, and 31st idem, by the instructions in which we 
would request you strictly to be guided. 

2. We regard it as absolutely ej^sential to the maintenance of our 
interests at this crisis, that a commanding force, of all arms, should be 
concentrated at or near Peshawar, in order to curb the violence of ex- 
citement which may be expected in that quarter, and to protect the 
Sikh territory from aggression. 

3. It is particularly important that this force should be effective in 
cavalry and light artillery, and we are disposed strongly to adhere to 
our recommendation that two squadrons of European Dragoons should be 
employed on the service. 

4. We have taken measures for summoning up Her Majesty’s 50th 
Ilegiment to this Presidency from Moulmein, unless imperative reasons 
of defence should require its detention at that place. And we contem- 
plate additional measures for the increase of our military strength of 
which your Excellency mil be separately informed. 

We have, 8tc., 

Aucklakd, W.W. Bird, W. Casement, & H.T. Prinsep. 


No. 146 . — Itesolufimi by the Governor- General of India m CounciL 

February 4, 1842 

The Right Honorable the Governor-General in Council having resolved 
that it is expedient to add a tenth company to every regiment of Native 
Infantry of the armies of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay. 

Ordered, that a communication to this effect be made to the goverments 
of Madras and Bombay, and that a copy of this resolution be sent to the 
military departments of the Government of India for the issue of the 
neccvssary orders to give effect thereto in this, Presidency. 

No. 147 . — General Sir Jasper Nlcolk to the Governor- General 
of India in CounciL 

Camp^ three marches from KurnauL Jan. 24, 1842. 

My Lord, — I had yessterday the honor to report that, at Mr. Clerk’s 
very earnest request, 1 had ordered two more native regiments from 
Kurnaul to Ferozepore, to give further support to bur troops at 
Jellalabad. 
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After I had diapatohed my I^ter. to your Lordship in Council, I 
received the note, of whiph I transmit a copy herewith, from the Adju- 
tant-General, and I had a sepdhd discussion with Mr, Clerk on the sub- 
ject of holding our ground at Jellalabad against any AfFghan power or 
force, in view to retrieving our position at Cabool, by advancing upon it, 
at the4t season, simultaneously, from Candahar and Jellalabad. Ilaving 
thus regained our position, and the influence which such proof of power 
must give, not only in AfFghanistan, but amongst all* the neighbouring 
States, we should then withdraw, with dignity, and undiminished honor. 

Admitting the luideniablo force of this argument, I am greatly inclined 
to doubt that we have, at present, either army, or funds, sufficient to 
renew this contest. Money may, perhaps, be obtainable, but * soldiers 
are not, without leaving India bare. 

Shortly before I left Calcutta, there were, at least, 33,000 men in our 
pay in Aflyianistan and Siude, including Shah Sliooja’s troops, but not 
the rabble attached to his person. 

How insufficient that number has been to awe the barbarous, and at 
first disunited tribes of Affghanistan and Sinde, our numerous conflicts, 
our late reverses, and our heavy losses fully prove. I admit that a blind 
confidence in persons around the late Envoy, — a total want of forethought 
and foresight on his part, — unaccountable indecision, at first, followed by 
cessions which, day by day, rendered our force more helpless, — inactivity, 
perhaps, on some occiasions — ^luive led to tliese reverses, but we must not 
overlook the effects of climate, the difficulty of communication, the dis- 
tance from our frontier, and the fanatical zeal of our opponents. 

No doubt your Lordship cau cause our army to force its way to Ca- 
bool, if you think our name and predominance in India cannot otherwise 
be supported ; but our means are utterly insufficient to ensure our dom- 
ifiion over that country. If this be granted, the^kpiestions for your Lord- 
sliip’s decision are, whether we shall retake Cabool, to assert our para- 
mount power ; and whether, if subsequently retire, our subjects and 
neighbours will not attribute our virithdrawal, even then, to conscious 
inability to hold the countr 3 \ 

Reading your Lordship’s instructions literally, especially those of 3rd 
December and (3tli January, I have not couiitenan(;ed any preparation for a 
renewal of the contest, 1 thought the return of our twenty regiments of 
cavalry and infantry, a troop and four companies of artillery, and some 
irregular cavalry, together with the vast reduction of expenditure which 
would immediately follow the return of this large army, would place the 
Government in such a position of strength that it might summarily chastise 
any neighbouring Prince, or even two, who might dare to act upon a 
mistaken view of our weakness. 

My opinions are of no great value, but encouraged and supported as I 
have been by your Lordship in Council, I think the time is come at which 
I should express fliem at some, length. 

Having done so, I beg to report to your Lordship in Council, that I 
have ordered Her Majesty’s 3rd Dragoons to move to Ferozepore, at 
which point they will scarcely have arrived^ when 1 may hope to be 
honored by your Lordship’s commands as to tlieir advance, 

I. have, 8tc., 

J. Nicolls. 

T 2 
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P.S. — I have just received your Lordship^s letter in Council of the 
10th instant. 


No. 148. — il/r. Maddoch tS Major-General Nott, 

Fort Wiiliamf February 10, 181^. 

Sib, — Annexed are extracts from a letter to his Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, of the 28th ult, and copy of a letter to Major Outram, 
of the 31st ult., having reference to the intimation of the instructions 
of the Governor-General in Council for your guidance, conveyed in 
paragraphs 3 and 4 of a dispatcli to tlie Commander-in-Chief, of tho 
^3rd December last, in anticipation of the event, which has unhappily 
occurred, of the military possession of Cabool and of the sinrouiiding 
territory liaving, for the preseiit, been entirely lost by the I'ritish autliori- 
ties and troops. Intelligence of the receipt at Canduhar, towards tlic 
end of December, of tlu^se paragraphs of the dispatch to the Coin- 
inander-iii-Chief, of tljc 3rd of that month, 1ms reached the Goverinnent 
through a demi-official letter from Major llawliiison,c 

2. Tim Governor-General in Council feels that events will, in ev(iry 
probability, have didermiiied your course of ))roceeding long Ixdbre the 
present letler, or any commuiiication founded upon the letters of tlie 
28th and 31st nit., can be in your jmssession. IJiit he thinks it now 
right not to omit the chance of disUnetly informing you that it is lus 
desire that you should, without reference to the terms ol* tlm extract of 
the dispatch of the 28th ult., act solely so as may best, in your judgment, 
secure the paramount object of the safety of the troops placed under 
your orders, and may uphold, at the same time, the honour of the 
British arms. 

3. Sliould you, wdth tiiat object, resolve upon Calling back from Can- 
dahar towards Quetta, you will, . to tlie utmost, miike every effort that 
may be in your power, in order also to relieve and bring ofl’ wltli you the 
garrison of Khelat-i-GIiilzie, and that likewise of Ghuznee, if it should 
be witliin the compass of your means to give any suecours to tliat post ; 
and you will be aware tliat boldness, and an alacrity in attacking any 
enemy, will be the best means of obviating danger to retii’ing troo])s. 

4. Brigadier England and JMajor Outram v/ill apprize you of the 
means of co-operation with you w hich they may be able to arrange, under 
the orders of the 31st ult., upon the Quetta side of the Kojiiek Pass. 

o. Tliis letter will be sent througli Major Outram, who wdll he 
desired to use every possible means to ensure its reacliing you. 

I have, kc\, 

T. II. Maddock. 


No. 149. — Mr, Maddoch to General Sir Jasper Nlrolls, 

Fort William^ February 10, 1842. 

SiK, — I am directed by the Governor-General in Council to transmit, 
for your Excellency’s infoimation, the inclosed copy of instructions this 
day addressed to Major-General Nott. 

I have, 8te., 

T. 11. Mauoock, 
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No. 150. — The Governor^Gemral of IhrlJa in Council fo General 
Sili^\ Ja}iper NicoUs, 

Fori William^ February 10, 1842. 

SiK,— The intelligence received since the transmission to you of our 
dispatch of the 3Lst ultimo, lias convinced us that, excejiting under some 
very unforeseen change, no sufficient advantage would he (Icrivi^d from 
an attempt to retain possession of Jellalabad for any prolonged period 
during the present season. 

2. The fate of the gallant garrison at that place will yirobahly have 
been determined before the intimation of our o])iiiion to the above effect 
can reach Major-General Polloiik. But we would request yOiir Excel- 
lency without delay to inform the Major-GeneraK tliat the main induce- 
ment for the maintenance of a post at Jellalabad, namely, that of being 
a point of support to any of our troops escaping from Cabool, having 
now, it must be feared, unhappily passed away, it is the object of the 
Government tWt lie should, unless any iinfon^sccn contingency sliould 
give a deiiidedi'y favourable turn to ahiiirs, confine biinsclf to measures 
for withdrawing the .lellalabad garrison in safety to Pcsliawur, and there, 
for the presemt, holding togetlier all the troops under his orders, in a 
secure position, removed from collision with the Sikli forces or subjects. 

3. Your Excellency has been made aware privately, that, in conse- 
quence of the circumstances which had occurred at l\;shawur, we had 
lieeii led a litth* to h(*sitate on thi' march to that. ]>lace of the further 
complete brigade from Ferozepore, tlic movement of which was directed 
by our dispatch of the 28th ultimo. 

4. We liave now, upon mature deliberation, resolved tluit the brigade 
in question shall bo inoveil onward, in any of the tliree following eases : — 

First — If there should aj^pear to your Excellency any rational ground 
of hope whatever, that this brigade can be of use to'wards extricating Sir 
Robert Sale’s garrison from Jellalaliad. 

Second — If your Excellency should be awai\e that the troops under 
Major-General Pollock’s order>s have suttered in action, or if the tenor of 
his correspondence with your Excellency sliall have shown the advantage 
of his being joine'd by the brigade, with a view to the due support and 
efficiency of this force, alrirady at Pcshawur, regarded merely as au 
advanced British division on a distant frontier, where’ it is important tliat 
such a division sliould be of imposing strength, wdiether for the purpose 
of remaining in the locality, or retiring from it. 

Third — If Mr. Clerk should apply for the march of the brigade, or of 
any part of it under the instructions of wiiich a copy accompanies tins 
dispatch, with regard to the maintenance and ])romotion of our interests 
ill connexion with the Sikh Government and territory. 

5. We would particularly request your Excidlcncy to appoint an 
officer of character and efficiency to tl^^ command of the brigade; and 
we beg that the remaining -half* of the battery of guns, of which one 
half only was sent on with Major-General Pollock, injiy be attached to 
the brigade, in addition to the troop of horse jirtillery already ordered. 
Experience has shown the extreme importance of giving au efficient 
artillery, and a|jL ample suppU’ of ammunition of all arms and of general 
eipaipivients, lo every force ordered on such a service. 
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6. Wc are not unmindful of airangements for the greater efficiency 
of "the artillery in the Upper Provinces, and may have occasion again to 
address your Excellency separately on tiiat 

7. An experienced engineer officer^ with a supply of field intrenching 

tools, should also accompany the brigade, or rapidly follow it — detach- 
ment of sappers and miners being already in advance ; and a qualified 
officer of the commissariat department ought also to be attached to 
Major-General Pollock’s division. • ■ 

8. Your Excellency will give the necessary intimation, in furtherance 
of this dispatch and of the instructions to Mr. Clerk, to Major-General 
Pollock ; and will desire the Major-General and the officer commanding 
the new brigade, if advanced, to conform, as far as they may think con- 
sistent with military considerations of safety, to Mr. Clerk|s wishes in 
respect to their movements. 

We have, &c., 

Auckland, W. W. Bird, W. Casement, Prinsep. 


No. 151. — il/r. Maddock to Mi\ Clerk. 

Fort WiUiam^ February 10, 1842, 

Sir, — I am directed to forward to you the annexed copy of a dispatch 
to his Excellency the Comraander-in-Cluef, and to state that, as the 
Goveniment now looks to a withdrawal from Jcllalabud ; and as the 
resolution has been formed, unless events take some unexpected turn, 
which would obviously require or encourage a forward move, not to 
attempt the prosecution of operations in advance of the KJiyber Pass, 
during the present season, the Governor-General in Council would wish 
you to announce that resolution frankly to the Lahore Durbar, and to 
invite it to enter on an immediate consideration of the an^angements by 
which it may best provide for the security of its western territories. 

2. As regards many considerations affecting the interests of the British 
Government, it would be highly desirable that, when Jellalabad shall no 
longer be held by us, our detachments, wiiich have been moved forward 
in support to met a present emergency, should be brought gradiuilly back 
to their cantonments, in order that any ulterior operations that , may be 
determined upon for another advance beyond the Indus, by whatever 
route (and that towards the Khybcr and Jellalabad is probably not the one 
to which preference would be given), may be undertaken after full pre- 
paration, with a complete equipment, and in fresh and well-organized 
strength. 

3. The Governor-General in Council had, however, intended that, as 
a support to the Sikh authority on its western frontier during the excite- 
ment which must be regarded as impending, an imposing British force 
should be kept at and near Peshawur for tliis year. 

4. Such an arrangement would have entailed great sacrifices on the 
British Government, and ^lave involved much . hazard to the health and 
well-l3eing of its troops, but the Governor-Goneral in Council was pre- 
pared to make a very considerable exertion in aid of the tranquillity and 
safety of tiiis part of the Sikh dominions. 



o. Tho coum of events at Peshawar lias^ however, appeared to show 
that tho Sikh authorities there are cither not disposed, or have it not in 
their power, to render any efijbctive and cordhil co-operation to a British 
force. And it is impossible that the Britisli Government can allow its 
troops to be compromised by l>eing retained in a distant position such as 
Peshawur, separated by several large and difficult rivers, and by a terri- 
tory liable to confusion, from its support and resources ; and in a country 
which it does not control and gov^ ; where serious troubles may arise, 
and where the good-will and steadiness of the forces of the Sikh Durbar 
(however that Durbar may be, in itself, well disposed) are uT)t to be 
depended upon. 

6. It will .be proper, therefore, that tlie Sikh Durbar should make its 
own arrangements for the protection of its country. And liis Lordship 
in Council would recomiuciid that Rajah Golab Sing should be allowed 
to assume the government and direction of afiuirs at Pesliawur, by tlici 
aid of his own force, or in any otlicr manner which the Durbar may 
think most expedient and effective. 

7. It is even not improbable that the Durbar and the Rajahs may 
prefer such a course of proceeding to one wliich miglit lead to jealousies 
and dissensions between the British and Sikh troops, placed or acting 
near each other, and which might involve the Durbai*, through unfortunate 
and uncontrollable accidents, in a serious responsibility to tiie British 
Government. The measures of the Sikh authorities for the preservation 
of their power at Peshawur might also be such as that tlie British Go- 
vernment., while it could not prevent, could not desire even to seem to 
sanction or permit them. 

8. Ifj when you receive these instructions, you shall be aware that 
the Sikh troops now at Pesluiwur have really, notwithstanding their first 
inertness or mutinous desertion, afforded hcart}^ and effective aid to tlie 
British force ; or iu case of direct overtures from the Durbar for the 
maintenance of our position on that frontier, the tone of your observa- 
tions will, of course, be modified. But you will still say that the collec- 
tion of British troops iu strength on the Suthj, and a cordial understand- 
ing from that point with tlie Sikh administration at Lahore, arc thought 
to be the most sim})lc and sure meaus by whieli the alliance between the 
British and Sikh Governments can be made advantageous to both parties. 
And this concentration of troops will obviously be the best mode by 
which to obtain a ready reserve for the support of our interests, if re- 
quired, along the lower line of the Indus. 

9. Our being in strength, in advance between Lahore and tiic Affgh- 
aii frontier, might doubtless be a very important aid to the continuance 
of tranquillity at the capital ; but, on the other hand, the presence of a 
large British d^'dachniciit' resting inactively in the centre, , of the Sikh 
dominions might give rise to extreme distrust, whilst a division of our 
forces, and tlie possible interruption of communication, might greatly 
weaken our means of acting, with vigour and effect for the common 
interests of the two Governments, in the event of any general commotion. 

10. Placing a high confidence in your discretion and ability, and in 
your intimate knowledge of the condition of affairs and parties within the 
Sikh State, the Governor-General in Council would wish you, bearing the 
considerations which have been stated carefully in mind, to regulate,^ as 



152 


you tliiuk best, without ati}^ further delays of reference, which would at 
this season be highly inexpedient, the time and manner of recalling tlie 
troops leisurely, from Peshawur ; and empowers you, if you think it 
desirable, to call for the advance (independently of the two first cases or 
coutiiigencies referred to in th^ letter to his Excell<3ncy the Commander- 
in -Chief) of tlie brigade under orders at Ferozepore, with the artillery now 
directed, for the purposes of a temporary approach to, or junction with^ 
tlie troo^>s already at Peshawar, so as||o give, support to those troops, to 
facilitate their inarch Iiomewards (if such a measure should finally be 
decided upon), to ensure llie more certain maintenance of order a long 
their route in the Punjab, and .to promote, generally, as fur as practicable 
by this means, tlie comiuoji interests of tlie two States, 

11. The political cfiect of an immediate forward movement, though 
only for a tem})orary object, w’oiihl probably be beneficial. 

12. The extreme disadvantage of any hazardous exposure of single 
delacliinents of our troopif will be most carefully rt‘gar<lc(l by you. 

13. All questions of a merely military nature, with regard to the 
convenience and safety of the troops, will, of course, be detenniued 
exclusively by tlie orders of Major-Ceiieral Pollock, with wdiom you 
will be in constant and free communication. 

11. You will remember that the (iarlicr the date «at which our troops 
can be brought back to tlieir cantonments, if to return to the left bank 
of the Sutlej, the more desirable it will be for the preservation of their 
liealth and eliiciency. It is not necessary to impress on you the most 
anxious attention to the hcultli of tlie troops, whose movements arc thus 
confided to your judgement. 

lo. You will communicate to his Excellency the Coimr.ander-in-Chief 
the date of any probable return of to(>])s lo the ju’ovinccs, tliat his 
Excellency may direct I he necessary arrangements for their reception. 

1,6’. JfJ at tlie same time, it should be. your deliberate opinion 
lliat important and vital interests of the British Government in 
India, and the well-bc'iiig of the Biitish and Sikh States, urgently 
requii'e that the measure of withdrawing our troops 'from Pesha- 
war, or at least further eastward than some point on the left bank 
of the Indus, or a few marches from it, as at Kawil Pindee, should 
be suspendi'd, his Lordship in Council authorizes you- to postpone 
such withilrawad pending a report to Government, in wliicli you will 
explain fully the grounds of tliat opinion, and the mafiner in which 
you think it povssible that the political and military difficulties of national 
feeling, 'aversion, and disorganizatioii of the Sikh troops, excited and 
uncertain temper of the population, isolated and remote position, and the 
hazard of disorders at the capital, and in the wliole line of communication 
between the position of the force and the Sutlej, can, witliout the most 
serious imprudence, be encountered. You will, in that case, o])tain also, 
and submit, a full report from Major-General Pollock of his sentiments on 
this question ; and the final orders of tlie Govenunent, in rejily, may be 
in your possession about the 1st of April next. You will also iininediate- 
Jy communicate these reports to his Excellency the Comm aiider-iii- Chief, 
that his Excellency may state his views on them to the Government. 

17. Y\)u will bear in mind the inexpedincy of accustoming tlie purbar 
to k'an iquin our [axvscuce at or near IVshawur, as a means of propping 
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np its power, and saving its own means and exertions in that quar- 
ter. 

18- You have been authorized to establish the most friendly under- 
standing with the existing Sikh Govcrument. Should it at any time 
desire to arrange any new and definite terms for its own support, through 
a remodelling of its relations with the British Government, you will 
readily receive and report such overtures, avoiding, until further instruc- 
tions, any express promises or stipulations. The Governor-General in 
Council does not wish to be forward in altering, in any manner, the inde- 
pendent character of the Sikh Administration. 

19. Emergencies may arise in regard to the affairs of the Sikh State, 
and to the position of the Britisli troops moving witliiri its territory 
which it is impossible to foresee and to provide for by previous instruc- 
tion. Ill such emergencies, if it should be clear to you that they do not 
admit of the delay of a refcTence to the Goveriiinent, the Governor- 
General in Council empowers you to act as you may jiidgt'. best for the 
national interest and honor, on the general principles wliich have now 
and heretofore been prescribed to you ; and his Excellency the Coin- 
niander-in-Chief, and the Commanders of the British forces within tlie 
Punjab, will be prepared to give attention to your wishes as far as they 
may feel tliemselves able to do so consistently w'ith military consider- 
ations, and with tlie arrangements judged necessary by his Excellency for 
the protection of our own provinces. 

I have, &c., 

T. IL Haddock. 

No. 152, — Major-General Iruniley to JSIr, Maddoek. 

Head-Qmi'terSf Camp, Itajpoomh, Jan, 28, 1842. 

Sm, — T have the honor, by direction of his Excelleiiey the CommandiT- 
in-Chief, to forward, for tin? information of tlu? lliglit Honorable the 
Goxernor-General in Council, copy of a dispatch from Brigadier C. F. 
Wild, commanding tlie troops at Peshawur, commenced on the IGtIi and 
closed on the 17th instant reporting tiie occupation of the fort of xAli 
Musjid by a portion of the force under his orders, log(»t her witli the copy 
of a letter to the Brigadier s address, from Captain Mackeson, dated the 
ibth instant, at 8 p.m, 

g Copies of the letters adverted to by Brigadier Wild, and detailed 
below, ^ from Jellalabad and Cabool, have already been forwarded for the 
information of the Government. 

I have, &c., 

J. R. Lumley. 

No. 153, — Brigadier Wild to Major-General Liimley, 

Camp^ near Jmm'ood, Jan. IG, 1842, 

Sir, — I am happy to ha ve it 'in my power to state, for the information 
of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, that the plan 1 adopted to 

From Captain Maegregor to Captain Mackeson, dated Jallalabad, .the llth, 
inclosing a letter from Captain George Lawrence, of the 4th January ; extract of 
letters from Lady Sale and Lieutenant Sturt j and one letter from Captain Mae- 
gregor to Captain Mackeson, dated Jellalabad, 13th January. 


V 
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prevent the fort of Ali Musjid falling into the hands of the Afreedees haa 
perfectly succeeded. Every attempt at resistance that might have been 
expected in the day-time was prevented by the unlooked-for advance of 
the d3rd and 64th Regiments Native Infantry, under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Moseley, and the guidance (if* Captain Mackeson at 
night, unencumbered as they were by baggage of any kind. Only three 
shots were fired at them, which did no harm, and they arrived at Ali 
Musjid as the day dawned. 

This unexpected call on our assistance has somewhat interfered with 
the proposed movement throiigli the Khyber Pass with the whole brigade ; 
but it is as well, perhaps, that, under the existing deficiency of carriage, 
and the very indequate means at our disposal for conveying stores, baggage, 
ammunition, treasure, and provisions, the attempt should not have been 
made ; for it was with the greatest difhculty that I removed, as a pre- 
paratory step, the camp from Kowulsur to this place to-day, leaving nearly 
one-third of the proi)erty behind, under a guard. 

I was interrupted whilst writing wiiat j>recedes, about lO p.m. last 
night (17th January), by an alert in our camp, occasioned by several 
shots fired into it by some Afrcedees, wliich brought on a general firing 
of the chain of the picquet sentries. Several other shots were fired into 
camp at later hours afterw'ards. 

At 3 A. M. I got the note from Captain Mackeson, regarding the suc- 
cessful movement, mentioned at the beginning of this letter, on Ali 
Musjid. It was expected that the intelligence of that event would, when 
it reached the ears of the Afreedee tribes, rendcT them more tractable ; 
but it has not : and I am ai)prehensive that, encumbered with all the 
cattle conveying the effects of the regiments that have preceded me, as 
well as those left with me, I shall meet with a resistance and loss that 
will contrast sadly with the good fortune of the former. The cattle here 
mentioned is scanty beyond measure for the exigency of the men and 
officers, but tells, in addition to camels and bullocks conveying treasure, 
ammunition, stores, &c. for tlie public service, in a pass where they caii 
only pass one by one, and where the fall of a siiighi animal may create 
serious delay and confusion. 

In the midst of all my difficulties there is none whicli distresses me 
more, and causes more trouble and importunate references to me, than 
the commissariat department, at every instant of the day ; occasioned by 
the insufficiency of cattle, and the prospect that one-half of what may 
accompany us will probably die from sheer starvation, as food for animals, 
in advancing through the Kliyber Pass, must be carried along, as well as 
for man. On no occasion that has ever come under my observation 
would it have been so desirable to have an experienced and efficient com- 
missariat officer with a force, as at Pcshawur ; and there is no European 
responsible person, — none but a parcel of Gomnshtis, each bent on his 
own interested purposes, without any controlling authority. 1 have 
endeavoured to remedy this difficulty, by appointing, some days ago, 
‘\^mporarily, Ensign Montgomery ; but, after trying to do every thing in 
‘li recpiested permission to resign ; and 1 have appointed, sub- 

IT Captain Gwatkin, of the 60th Regiment, who offered 

k‘aij u n i < appears to possess the requisite qualifications for 

* ‘ )ut without experience in th(? department, or information, 
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other than what is to be obtained from the Gomashtis themselves, whom 
he is to control, and wiio are very unwilling to be so. 

I also beg leave to inclose copies of the melancholy disasters of the 
Cabool force, numbered 1 and 2 ; the former received yesterday and the 
latter to-day : and of which I took a hasty copy in General Avitabile’s 
tent this ailernoon, where Captain Lawrence privately showed me the 
original. 

Captain Mackeson’s dispatch is numbered 3. I trust his Excellency 
will kindly excuse the somewhat blotted appearance of this letter, my 
small tent being a perfect pigeon-house of people entering and leaving it, 
each with some subject of reference of his own. 

I have, &c., 

C. F. Wild. 


No. 154. — Major-General Lnmley to Mr. Maddock. 

Camp^ Valarre^ January 30 , 1842 . 

Sir, — I have the honor, by dir(‘ctld|lof his Excellency the Comman- 
der-in-Chief, to annex, for the information of tlie Right Honorable the 
Governor-General of India in Council, co]>y of a letter from the Deputy 
Commissary-General, dated the 25tli instant, and its inclosures, detailing 
the nature of the agreement into which the owners of hired camels were 
supposed to have entered previous to their departure from Ferozepore, 
with the columns commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Tulloch and Briga- 
dier Wild, which his Lordship in Council will have learned from the 
inclosure transmitted with my dispatch, No. 39, of the 17th instant, they 
have failed to fuliil. 

' I have, &c., 

J. R. Lumley. 

No. 155. — I Aenteuant- Colonel Parsons^ Depnty Commissary- 
General^ to 31ajor- General hutnley, 

January 25^ 1842 . 

Sir, — I have tlie honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 
13d, and annexation, on the subject of the refusal of the owners of 
hired camels, who left this place with troops for Aftghanistan, to proceed 
with the detachment from reshawur to Jellalabad. 

2. In reply, I beg to state, for the information of his Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief, that it has hitherto been most difficult to induce 
the owners of hired camels to engage to go even as far as Peshawur, but 
I have, by promises, encouragement, and obtaining a liberal remunera- 
tion from Govermneiit for them, succeeded in procuring their services to 
Peshawur. 

3. From that place it has been customary for the carriage to be pro- 
vided by Captain Mackeson, Political Agent on the spot, or by the chief 
Commissariat Officer in Aftghanistan ; but owiitg to the unfortunate state 
of aftkirs at Cabool, which only became known here after Brigadier 
Wild’s detachment left, it was impossible to hope for any arrangements 

V 2 
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bowg e/Tectixi by the Commissariat Department In Affghmistan, and 
barely probable that any could be made by the Political Agent at Pesha- 
wur. 

4. Under these circumstances, I by much persuasion, and allowing 
high remuneration, induced some of the Shokedars, and influential people 
of that class, who were present at this station, to enter into an agreement, 
that the camels of Brigadier Wilds detachment would proceed on to 
Jellalabad instead of to Peshawur, as the owners had at first agreed to do. 

5. It appears now tliat the w^hole of tlic Shokedars (except one), on 
arriving at Peshawur, declined to ratify the engagement thus entered into, 
and this untoward circumstance 1 attribute to tw^o causes : first, to the 
state of the (iouiftry iK^yond Peshawur ; and second, that the cattle 
employed with the 60th and 64th Regiments were harassed so much on 
the route to Pesliawur by long marches, that the owners of them became 
alamied, and dissatisfied ; otherwise, I have not the least doubt but the 
people would hav(j fulfilled the engagement to go on to Jellalabad^ 
People have been dispatched to induce the dissatisfied Shokedars to go 
forward, and I have every hope th^ they have been successful. 

6. I beg to inclose a copy * a conimuiiication from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Tulloch, commanding detachment, relative to the necessity he 
had for issuing an order for Government bhoosa being given to the 
hired camels of the force, consequent on the cattle not having liad time 
te graze, and during the forced marches which were made, the men had 
not time to cook their food, and several of the female camels cast their 
young. Yet, in conclusion, 1 have the honor to state, for his Excel- 
lency’s information, that 1 have but little doubt that the hired camels 
which have left this, subsequently to the departure of Brigadier Wild’s 
troops, will proceed to Jellalabad. 

I have, See,, 

J. Parsons. 


No. \C)G,—Licntena)}t-Cul(m(d Tullorli to the Deputy- CommUsary 

General, 


Decemher 21 , 1841 . 

Sir, — Having been obliginl to increase tlie length of my marches to- 
wards Peshawur, and the nature of the roads preventing our inarching 
except in daylight, great numbers of camels attached to the force have 
necessarily been up too late in the evening to allow of tlie owners grazing 
them sufficiently ; under these circumstances, on the 18th instant, after 
several long marches, I took upon myself to order the Commissariat 
Goraashta to advance ten rup(‘es for bhoosa to the camels in the rear, 
whi(4i liad the effect of satisfying tluiir owners, who had several times 
complained that their cattle would be injured if they remained without 
food in that way. 

I have, &c., 

J, TriiLOCiL 



157 


No. — Brigadier Wild to Major-General Lumte^, 

Camp^ Jumroodj Janmry 23, 1842. 

Sir, — For the information of his Excellency the Commander-in- Chiei^ 
I have the honor to state, that late last night Captain Lawrence entered 
my tent, and communicated to m^ the notes of which I inclose copies, 
the original, from Lieutenant-Colonel Moseley, not having reached me. 

The urgency of the request for assistance demanded immediate atten- 
tion, and 1 accordingly ordered the two serviceable guns that remain to 
us, with all the efficient men of all arms in camp, except the guards and 
picquets left for its protection, to bo held in readiness to proceed to the 
Shadee Bhagiar mouth of the pass, so as to arrive there by the first dawn 
of day, and by that means take the Afreedecs by surprise, at a breast- 
work of thorns and stones which they had thrown across the pass. My 
wound preventing me from goijig myself, Lieutenant-Colonel Tulloch 
took the command of the party, and I directed the 30th Kegiment to 
lead. 

The operation was successfully performed, the breastwork was gained 
and destroyed, and tlie troops appear on this occasion to have behaved 
with great steadiness and alacrity. For the details I beg to refer his 
Excellency to tlie accompanying letter of Lieutenant-Colonel Tulloch, 
who commanded the party, and to the returns of killed and wounded, 
which I so much the more decjdy lament, that the objc^ct for whicli the 
demonstration was made was not effected, in con seep lence of the many 
messengers sent to Ali Musjid to apprise Li euteiKuit- Colonel Moseley and 
Captain Mackeson, that their request for co-operation would be attended 
to, not reaching that place in time, though })romised a reward of fifty 
rupees if it did, whilst they were afraid of hazai*ding a retreat, under the 
doubt of co-operation on our side. 

A Sikh regiment was prevailed upon to combine in the demonstration 
made to-day, by entering another mouth of the pass at Jabaghee, and liad 
also one Jemadar killed and two men wounded. 

Whilst writing this, another letter is retieived from Captain Mackeson, 
at Ali Musjuid, stating the garrison, it was determined, would march out 
at 4 A. M. to-morrow, and urging me and the Sikh regiment to make a 
similar demonstration, and attack at both mouths of the pass. I confess, 
that after tlie effort made to-day proving to no purpose I felt extreme 
reluctance in repeating the same to-morrow, but yielded to the claims of 
humanity, luid extreme urgency of the occasion^ I have accordingly 
ordered the same party to proceed to-morrow to the Shadee Bliagiar 
mouth of the pass, and General Avitabile has also ordered the same Sikh 
regiment that went to the Jabaghee mouth of it yesterday, to return 
thither. 

I trust his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief will make allowances 
in the situation of extreme difficulty in which I am placed ; the 
inefficiency of my means, destitution of carriage, apprehension of every 
public servant (not being a soldier) and camp follower to go on, being 
surrounded by a population that murders every individual who moves 
insufficiently protected to any distance from caihp ; if the measures I 
luive attempted to carry into effect did not meet with that success which 
would, I conscientiously believe, have attended them, had adequate 
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means been at my disposal, as to carriage and artillery, when I first 
reached Peshawur, and the Afreedees were still wavering in their accept- 
ance of the profiered terms for tlieir forbearance, to push on to Jellalabad. 

I have, &c., 

^ C. F. Wild* 

P. S. I inclose a note, in original, the last received from Captain 
Mackeson. 

No. 158 . — Licutmiant- Colonel Tulloch to the Officiatincf 
Biigade-Major, 

Camp^ Jumrood^ January 23, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to report to you, for the information of Briga- 
dier Wild, commanding the force, that agreebly to his instructions I 
proceeded with the 30th and 60th Native Infantry Regiments, the detail 
of Artillery, with two guns, a few Sappers and Miners, and the rissalah 
of the 3rd Irregular Cavalry, at 4 a.m. to-day, for tlie purpose of assist- 
ing the return of tlie two regiments from Ali Musjid, through the Khyber 
Pass. 

The entrance of tlie nullah leading to the pass was reached soon after 
day-break, and a passage effected to the barricade pointed out by Captain 
Lawrence, which, though only formed by brambles, was, by its size and 
construction, likely to be a serious obstacle to troops (in retreat particu- 
larly) ; the whole of this was destroyed by fire during the stay of the 
troops in its vicinity, and some adjacent breastworks levelled. 

The infantry, with exception of about 100 men, were entirely employed 
in crowning the heights on either side of the entrance, up to, and beyond 
the position taken up by the reserve body mentioned above, and in secur- 
ing a breastwork in front of, |and commanding the barricade before 
mentioned, which duty was performed in the most efficient manner, and 
greatly to the credit of all concerned. 

One gun, and the detachment of Sappers and Miners, and Irregular 
Horse, were kept with the reserve of the column, and the gun was occa- 
sionally useful in dispersing small parties of the enemy, wlio appeared 
occasionally pressing towards the flanking parties ; the other gun was left 
in a position near the entrance of the nullah, for covering our return. 
The troops remained, from before sunrise till past 10 a.m., in possession 
of the works before mentioned ; the whole behaved with remarkable 
steadiness, and after retaining them in position till further delay seemed 
useless for the object in view, no sounds proceeding from the front indi- 
cating any advance of troops from that quarter, and tlie enemy collected 
in some numbers, from our demonstration, which appeared likely to 
render hazardous our retreat, with the few men held in reserve, I deemed 
it prudent to call gradually in the flanking parties from either side, and 
returned to camp a little before noon. 

Regretting, as all pinst do, that the object of our advance has been 
rendered null, by circumstances having apparently prevented the arrival 
of those for whose assistance it was intended, I have tlie honor to con- 
idude by inclosing a return of killed and wounded, with the force, and 
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shall be happy to afford any further explanation that the Brigadier may 
require, on points which the hurry of my present writing, in the wish to 
give, as early as possible, an account of the day’s proceedings, may have 
left obscure. 

I have, &c., 

Tulloch. 

Betum of Killed and Wounded of the Force employed under the com^ 
mand of Lieutenant- Colonel */. Tulloch, at the entrance on the Khyher 
Pass on the 2Zrd of Jartuary, 1842. 


Camp, Jumrood, January 24, 1842. 
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10 
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C. F. Wiu>, Brigadier. 


No. 159 . — LicutenanL Colonel Moseley to BHgadier Wild. 

Alt Mmjid, January 22, 1842, 2 p.m. 

Sir, — Having determined to fall back u])on Futtehghur (alias Jumrood) 
to-morrow morning, I have to request that you will move up with your 
wlkole available force to form a junction with ours, inside of the pass of 
Shadee BJiagiar, as I am determined to give the xlfreedees batth^, if they 
oppose us, and the ground admit of our doing so with a chance of suc- 
cess. Your cavalry should be well to the front, as I am told the ground 
will admit of their acting. 1 propose to get away from this quietly before 
day-break. Your force should enter the mouth of the pass a littl<> after 
daylight, and the Sikhs should move into the Jabaghee mouth of the pass 
at day-break. The safety of this detachment will depend on your prompt 
and determined demonstration, at both mouths of the pass, being execu- 
ted as above pointed out. 

I have to request that you will send several replies to this coramunica* 
tion, so that they may reach us before we move do.wii. 

1 have, &c., 

J. Moseley. 
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No. 160 . — Brigadier Tflld to Major-General Lumley^ 

Campi Jumrood^ January 24, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to report, for the information of his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief, that, with the assistance afforded them, and the 
help of God, the two regiments that were at Ali Musjid have returned 
thence in comparative safety, about 1 r.M., to this camp, having Iiad to 
fight and cover their retreat the whole way. The official returns 
have not yet been sent to me, and there will not be time for it 
to-day, tlie ' dawk being about to close, but I fear the statement will 
exhibit a severe loss. Captains Wilson, of the 64th, and Lock, of the 
5th Regiment, doing duty with the 60th, have been killed, and four or 
five officers of the 53rd, 6()th, and 64th, have been wounded, whose names 
I have not yet all ascertained. 

Being myself weak, and unable to quit my tent,. my Brigade- Mfy or 
incapacitated, by the wound he received, to afford me any assistance, 
and Brevet-Captain Ewart, whom I requested to act for Captain Loftie, 
temporarily, having in the present emergeri(‘y his time taken up as 
Adjutant of his regiment, will, 1 trust, be a sufficient excuse for this 
hasty letter. 

I have, &c., 

C. F. Wild. 

No. 161 . — Brigadier Wild to Major-General Lumleg. 

Camp^ Jiimrood^ January 25, 1842. 

Sir, — I had the honor, for the information of his Excellency the 
Commander-iu-Chief, to report to you yesterday, and in a very hasty 
manner, the dawk being about to close, the retreat from Ali Musjid, of 
the two regiments sent thither on the lotli instant, at the particular 
instance of Caj}taiii Mackeson, who accompanied the deta(‘hmciit, to 
prevent that important post falling into the possession of tlie Khyberces. 

This movement being effected in tlie dark, by troops unincumbered by 
baggage or tents of any kind, and unexpected by the Khyberees, was 
successful beyond expectation. Unfortunately, however, out of 300 
bullocks loaded with provisions, that left camp with the detachment, only 
sixty and odd reached that place, so that the men had soon to apprehend 
that want of food would be superadded to their destitution of baggage and 
camp equipage. These it was my intention to have conveyed to them 
with the remainder of the brigade, supported by the Sikh troops, and to 
have advanced, leaving the latter to occupy Ali Musjid, and maintain the 
communications open in the rear, according tb their engagement, 
and to have then proceeded forward with my whole force towards 
Jellalabad, in compliance with the pressing appeal of Major-General 
Sir Robert Sale and Captain Maegregor, consequent on the disasters of 
Cabobl for the contingency alluded to in one of the paragraphs of the 
instructions sent me by his Excellency’s orders, seemed to have arrived. 
These instructions, I im longer possess : as reported in my letter to your 
address of the instant, tfiey, and all other valuable papers, public and 
private, sketches, &c.. that I had, fell, with a horse-load of niy baggage, 
into the han4s of the Khyberees, on the 19th instant ; and I thought it 
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my duty, ciinWary tb tny oivn opinion, to attend to the call of the Politi- 
cal Agent, of riuining the risk to push on, and carry relief to the Jellala- 
bad force, or to facilitate its retreat, the time for it haying now arrived* 

General Ayitabile having informed Captain Lawrence, the Assistant 
Political Agent, and myself, on the 17th instant, that four Sikh battali- 
ons, with the artillery attached to them, had agreed to co-operate and 
advance with me, and as no time was to be lost, 1 appointed the following 
day to commence the march, • 

I have already reported to you, in my letter of the 17th and 20th 
instant, how grievou^y I was disappointed by the almost treacherous 
abandonment of* our cause by the soldiery of the Sikh battalion, at the 
critical moment when their co-operation was expected, witJjifi a few hours 
of that which had been ordered for commencing ttie march through the 
. Khyber Pass. I have also informed you of the further difficnlty^experi- 
enced at the very moment when the march was to liave begun, owing 
to the absence of a number of camels, and tJie abandoning of Sirwans, 
who dreaded to go on, and of tJie new arrangements which these unto- 
ward events necessitated, which protracted the departure of the troops 
^till after sunrise, and also of the destitute situation of the regiments at 
Ali Musjid, which induced me, tlioiigh forsaken by our faithless Sikh 
allies, and destitute of their support, nevertheless to make the attempt of 
carrying, them relief and joining them, with a view to an immediate 
further advance. 

However, the opposition wc experienced far exceeded any thing I had 
anticipated, and with long, strings of cattle to protect, extending together 
with the troops to a distance exceeding two miles, it became impossible to 
detach sufficient flanking and skirmishing parties to dislodge tlie enemy, 
scattered in parties on every ridge and knoll, behind stone breastworks, 
pouring down a destructive fire upon ns. In this emergency, our 
advanced gun brtjke down at the second simt discharged, whilst one of 
the elephant^ that carried another gun, on biiing hit by a ball, turned 
round and threw the column into confusion, as did alsb S(jjnc camels 
carrying treasure, and several horses. The Kliyberees observing this, 
gained confidence, and redoubled their Arc, by which I was wounded, as 
I was calling on our men to follow me and advance. No longer able, 
from the nature of iny wound, to exert my voice, and becoming soon 
after faint from Toss of blood, I was taken to the rear, when a tetreat 
commenced before we had well entered the pass. Of several loads of 
treasure tliat were thrown, one was lost, the broken-down gun was 
forsaken and spiked, and baggage of various kinds, thrown by animals 
running away, was lo^t. In other respects, the retreat was covered, and 
Lieutenant Liptrott, with a party of his Jiorso, darinng in among some 
Afroedees that had already des<!fended to plunder, cut up several. 

The troops returhed to Jiimrood, after experiencing a heavy loss in 
killed and wounded, as stated in the returns I transmitted on the ,;^?0th 
mstant ; and worse than all, evexy hbpe of carrying relief to the garrison 
at Ali Musjid was lost. It now only remained for me to see how, in the 
l^recarious situation iu which it was placed, I should be able to assist iii 
facilitating its retreat, and the* co-operation on the 23rd and 24th instant 
accordingly took place, as I have already had the honor to report. 

Having, on tlie above recapitulation, endeavoured td' connect the 
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events tioni tfie period of detaching the d3rd and 64th Regiments ta 
secure the })osses8ion of Ali Musjid, until that of their abandoning it, I 
have now the melancholy task before me, to relate the occurrences of tlie 
latter day, for the minor details of which I beg to refer his Excellency 
to the reports of Lieutenant-Colonels Tulloch and Moseley,* and to tlie 
heavy list of killed and wounded, which no less overwhelms me with 
grief now, than all the foregoing events had preyed upon my mind with 
distressing anxiety, the only soothing reflection being, tliat if the force 
detached had been less, or if the retreat had been delayed for a* few days 
longer, the loss, heavy as it is, would have been considerably greater, as 
the Khyberees were daily increasing in iiuiubers all along ^he pass. 

Captain Mackesoii informed me, that before the rear of the detachment 
had quitted Ali Musjid, it was attacked, and had both to fight its way 
down, iHid cover its retreat all the way ; the 64th Regiment being in the 
rear, performed tliat duty with great steadiness, and deserved every praise 
for their good conduct, which I am particularly desirous to bring to his . 
Excellency the Cominandor-in-Chiers notice, after the report I was 
obliged to make some time since on the spirit of insubordination which 
had shown itself among them. The two regiments joined the party sent, 
from camp to their assistance, at a later hour in tli<^ day than had been 
expected, and passed on wilh tluur sick and baggage, leaving their fbr- 
ther retreat to be covered by the other ; and it apjiears, the heaviest loss 
which the latter subtained, occurred on this occasion. When the flank- 
ing parties descended from the heights that had been occujiied by them to 
rejoin the column, the Khyberees reuseended them with all the celerity 
which habit and constant practice has rendered so natural to them, and 
opened a destructive fire upon tlie retiring Vkirmisliers. The retreat, 
however, was effected in good ordcT ; but when the whole had retired, a 
body of the enemy collected and formed on a rising gi’ouiid in extended 
order, equal to the front of a regiment 1, ()()() or 1,200 strong, and fired a 
couple of volleys. 

The loiss of two good officers, Caj)tain Wilson and Ciiptain Lock, I 
deeply lament. 

1 shall commence to fall back to-morrow morning upon Kowulsnr, 
where the brigade was formerly encaiiqied, to be further removed from the 
Sikh troops, with the advantage of having forage for our cattle, and being 
near Peshawur for sui)plies, besides not running the risk we do here of 
having the water cut ofl* from the hills. But from the insufficiency of 
cattle to carry our cauq) eipiipage, &c., only one-half of the brigade 
will be able to move at a time, and the remainder will avail itself of its 
services on the following day. 1 liope, when an bfHcient Commissariat 
officer arrives with General Pollock, he may be able to do something to 
remedy this evil. 

I beg to rcqjresent, that disproportionate to our eventual* wants as the 
quantity of ammunition we brought with us originally was, it, has been 
greatly reduced by these three last engagcnK?nts, and that it would be 
most desirable to have a store to indent upon nearer at hand than 
Delhi, or even Ferozeiioite. 

I hav(‘, &:c., 


C. F. Wild. 
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P.S.— r*26th January. I regret to say, I can only transmit the return 
of killed and wounded, of Lieutenant- Colonel Moseley’s detachment, 
llis report will follow to-morrow. 


No. 162 . — Lieutenant-' Colonel Tulhch to Captain Lioart, 

* Camp^ Jumrood, January 25, 1842. 

Sir,— Agreeably to instructions from Brigadier Wild, commanding, I 
proceeded with the corps and detachments mentioned in my report of 
yesterday, to the entrance of the Shadee Ghurree Pass, for the purpose of 
meeting and assisting the 53rd and 64th Regiments Native Infantry. 

The column arrived at the apimhitcd time (daybreak) ; but previous to 
entering the nullah, I dispatched Acting-Captain Ross, 30th Regiment, 
and Brevet-Captain Geils, 60th Regiment, with four companies from 
each regiment, the former to crown the Jieiglits on tlie right, the latter on 
the left of the nullah. The right hills in the line of ascent, taken (at 
tlie suggestion of some friendly mountaineers,) proved too abrupt, and 
were not crowned so far in advance as could have boc^ wished ; but the 
position taken by the companies had the effect of preventing the asijcnt 
of a number of the enemy who were in a village, commanded by these 
companies. The hills to the left were completely in our possession in 
about an hour, reserves, &c., in order. 

These arrangements being made, the column advanced ; and on 
reaching the barricad0 found it again blocked up with brushwood, 
but only one layer, (on the morning of the 23rd there were several,) 
which was beaten flatly down, and covered by large stones, sufiicient 
to prevent a body of men passing until it was burnt away, which 
could not be effected so quiitkly as d(‘sirable, being wet ; drag ropes were 
laid on, and the barricade removeiL The stockade on the hill in front 
being again occupied, these positions were held until information was 
received that the regiments were near, when another party was tlirown 
forward to the riglit of the stockade, and fresh supports sent to the 
assistance of tlie party posted on the left hills, wliich ultimately proved 
of the greatest assistance, by enabling them to retire with comparative 
impunity, only one man of them having fallen. 

Previous to the arrival of the two corps at this head of my colunm, 1 
had detached Captain Payne, 30th, to draw off one or more of the com- 
panies from the riglit hills, to form a good reserve for our retreating 
upon. When the two regiments were sufficiently retired, with their sick 
anti wounded, baggage, &c., in safety, the companies upon tlie right of 
the stockaded hill reformed at the barricade, and then proceeded to retire 
in extended order, keeping a brisk fire to the mouth of the pass, covered 
by the guns, which were placed in position with the reserve on tlie rising 
ground in our rear. 

To my knowledge, the whole of the troops employed on flu’s occasion, 
exerted themselves to the attainment of tin* ofiject in view, with the 
greatest gallantry ; the loss, M appears, fell heaviest on the covering 
party of the 60tli to the left, where the Kliyberci's were collected in great 
numbers. I have also to regret the loss of Brevet-Captain Lock, 5tJi 
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Native Infantry, doing duty with the 60th, who killed on the heights 
to tlie right, where his company was detached from the reserve, cOnse- 
‘quent on those first detached for this point having failed, from the cause 
before mentioned, to reach it. 

I request you will infwrm the Brigadier commanding, that I feel greatly 
indebted to yourself and Brevet-Captain Geils, 60th, for the very efficient 
aid rendered me by both during the retirement of the column, 

I have the honour to annex a statement of killed and wounded on the 
occasion. 

I have, &c., 

J. Tullocii. 

Return of Killed and Wounded of the Force employed under the com^ 
mand of Lieutenant- Colonel J, Tulloch^ at the Entrance of the 
Khybcr Pass, on the 2Ath of January, 1842. 


Camp, Jumrood, January 25, 1 842. 
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List of Officers killed and wounded* 

Killed : — Brevet- Captain Lock, 5th Native Infantry, doing duty with 60th Regi- 
ment. ' 

Wounded slightly ; — Lieutenant Phillips, 60tb. 

Ditto severely ; — Ensign Halhed, 54th Native Infantry, doing duty with 60th. 

J. Tulloch, Lieutenant- Colonel,: 

R, S, Ewaet, Brevet- Captah, 

F. C. WiLi>, Brigadier. 
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Jteturn of Kitted and Wounded of the DeCacJiment under the command 
of Lieutenant- Colonel G, W. Moseley^ on the return from Ali MusjUL 
on the 2\th of January, 1842* 


Camp, Jumrood, January 25, 1842. 
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List of European Officers killed and wounded. 

Killed : — Captain A. Wilson, 64th Native Infantry, 

Wounded : — Ensign Baron Von Meycrn, 53d Native Infantry, severely. 

Ditto ; — Ensign Kattray, 64th Native Infantry, severely. 

G. W. Mo'JSLEY, Lieutenant* Colonel, 

R. S. Ewart, Brevet- Captain, 

F. C. Wild, Brigadier, 


No. 163 . — Brhjadier Wild to Major-General Lumley, 

Camp, Kowulsur, January 28, 1842. 

8ir, — In continuation of my letter of the 25th instant, with a post- 
script of the 26tli, 1 have the honor to inelosflft Lieutenant-Colonel 
Moseley’s report of the occurrences which took place since the evening he 
was detached in command of the 53rd and 64th Regiment Native 
Infantry, to occupy Ali Musjid, until adverse circumstances compelled 
him to abandon that post on the morning of the 24th instant. 

I suffer in mind more than I can express, that the urgent call for relief 
of the Jellalabad force, and the intervening necessity of securing Ali 
Musjid, has induced me to yield, against the dictates of my better judg- 
ment, (as previously reported by me for his Excellency’s information,) to 
take a step that has had such a fatal result ; but when 1 resolved to yield 
to necessity, I was assured that I could depend the co-operation of a 
part of the Sikh troops, after their arrears had been paid up to them by 
cash, which the Political Agent advj^pced to General Avitabile, who came 
out to Jumrood on purpose to disburse it. I thought also, that the guns, 












after liaving been tried and repaired, would not, in time of*need, fedl *and 
prove worthless ; and however sensible of the danger of the undertaking, 

I considered I might, at a risk, succeed in getting, with a sufficient part 
of my force, through the pass to carry help to Jellalabad, or else facilitate 
Sir Robert Sale’s retreat, agreeable to the tenor of a paragraph of my 
instructions, which enjoined me to run that risk in the event of such a 
contingency. But insufficiency of carriage, faithless allies, and worthless 
guns, together with inexperienced troops in hill warfare, and who have 
seen no service for upwards of twenty years, every circumstance seemed 
to combine to frustrate my attempt ; and I trust his Excellency will, in 
judging of iny conduct, allow me the benefit of these consideration. 

I have, &c., 

C. F. Wild. 

No. 164. — Lieutenant- Colonel Moseley to Captain Eicart. 

Camp^ Kovmlmr^ Janmry 26, 1842. 

Sir, — In obedience to instructions communicated in your letter, bear- 
ing date the 15th instant, placing me in command of the 53rd and 64th 
Regiments Native Infiiritry for secret servicje, I began my march at 10 
F.M. of the same day, in progress to Ali Musjid, and reached that 
with little opposition at eight o’clock next morning. 

As we approached Ali Musjid, ’and c^iemy appeared in considerable 
numbers to the front, and on either flank, and here a few of our men 
were wounded. 

Detachments were immediately sent off to dislodge the enemy from the 
heights?, a duty which was effected in good style, and without further 
casualty on our side. 

I now proceeded with the main column round the base of the isolated 
hill on which the fortress stands, in order to make myself acquainted with 
its localities. 

Ali Musjid consists of two small forts, which are connected by a weak 
and dilapidated waU. The low oblong rock on which it stands is com- 
manded by two hills . of considerable eminence, of which one is to its 
south, the other to its west. 

These positions I found to be occupied by small parties of the Jezail- 
chee garrison, but 1 4ost no time in detaching for their more secure 
retention, a complete company under an European officer, to each of 
them, I at the same time strengthened, with the assistance of the sappers 
and miners, the breastworks that had already been erected on them. 

On the morning of the 17th, the enemy appeared in strength on all 
sides of the fort, and apparently designed to ,cut off our water, and to 
drive us from the two heights. 

To frustrate the first of these designs, a party was sent down to the 
side of the stream which supplied the garrison*, and assisted by some 
Jezailchees of the original garrison, whose large rifles carry- twice as far 
as our muskets, it succeeded in maiutainiug a safe communication bet- 
ween the water and the fort. 


♦ This water-guard was afterwards relieved daily. 
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Meantime the complies on the southern and the western points were 
activdy engaged in repelling the attacks of the enemy, who (without 
themselves incurring much exposure) fired on our m*en from a distance, 
and with a precision of aim which neither the weapon, nor the skill of 
our sepoys, could equal. 

In these affairs many of Captain Mackeson’s Jezailchees behaved 
admirably, and using, as they did, with equal aptitude, the same weapons 
employed by tlie enemy, their services were ot much assistance to us on 
ihd present, and on all similar occasions. 

I regret to say that Ensign Swinton, of the 53rd Regiment, was on 
that day (the iTtli) severely wounded, while heading his men in charging 
a party of tlie enemy from the immediate neighbourhood of the southern 
lieight, where this is united with a ridge of table-land. 

Other casualties also occurred on that day, as .will be seen by 4he 
inclosed letters from Major Hoggaii, commanding the 53rd Regiment, 
and the late Captain Wilson, commanding the 64th Regiment. 

From this date the enemy, attracted (no doubt) to thef mouth of the 
Pass, by Brigadier Wild’s demonstration in that quarter, gradually 
diminished in force, and we were for some days almost wholly unmo- 
lested, and wore busily employed in completing the defences of the fort, 
but on the inorning of the 23rd, they again api>eared in considerable 
numbers, and we were again engaged all day in checking them. 

Tlic continued occupati^ <.>f the fortress would, however, have been 
a work of lio difiieulty, ana we might have defied the efibrts of any 
number of such an enemy as were o))posed to us, had wc been adequately 
supplied with provisions ; but tlirough some raismanagement, only 
eighty bulloek-loads. of grain had been brought up by the rear-guard 
from Jumrood, on the night of the 15th, whereas I had been led to 
expect, “that three hundred would' have accompanied me. 

On the morning of the 23rd, finding the remnant of our stores to be 
only five iiiaunds of atta for the subsistence of 2,500 men ; men who 
hiul already been five or six days on lialf rations, and who had been expos- 
ed fol . eight days without bedding, and without tents, to an inclement 
climate, and who were daily thronging into hospital, I reluctantly obeyed 
an inevitable necessity, and arranged for evacuating the post and cutting 
my way to Jumrood. 

I'lie inipoilance of retaining possession of the post of Ali Musjid was, 
however, so strongly impressed upon me by Captain Mackeson, the Politi- 
cal Agent, that when about this time my detachment staff Brevet-Captain 
Thomas, gallantly came forward and volunteered to hold it (with only 
four or five days^ scanty provision) with 150 of the original Jezailchee 
garrison, I felt it my duty not to oppose the proposition, dangerous as 
the experiment doubtless would have been, and on the night of the 23rd, 
arrangements were completed by the Political Agent for making over the 
command of the higher and smfiller of the two forts to Captain Thomas. 

But on the morning of the 24th, Captain Mackeson represented to me 
that his Jezailchees had changed their minds, and had resolved not to 
remain, after the departure of the two regiments under my command. 

The evacuation of the fortress had noAV become inevitable, and the 
collective force marched on the morning of the 24th, about day-br^k. • 

Our return was * accomplished in the face of a wary and aefive foe, 
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iprliose nambers always considerable, were invariably found to be great^ 
.above the narrower and more difficult defiles. 

Among the precipitous heights that skirt the Shadee Buguar and Kafir 
Jungee Passes, they were especially numerous, and here, in spite of our 
best exertions in crowning the heights, and checking their attacks on the 
rear-guard, they directed against us from beneath the shelter of their 
steep and scarcely perceptible “ sungahs,’’ a galling fire, which inflicted 
oii us a# heavy loss in killed and wounded. 

It was here that able and gallant officer, Captain Alexander Wilson, 
fell at the head of the 64th Regiment. 

About this time, finding that the cattle, from having been almost 
starved during the preceding six days, were too feeble to carry their 
burdens, I sent orders to Lieutenant Corsar, the officer commanding the 
rear-guard, to relinquish all such cattle as had a tendency to delay his 
movements, and to come up and join the main lx>dy. This he accordingly 
did, and after four hours’ hard fighting we succeeded in reaching 
Jumrood, 

I have deeply to deplore the numerous casualties tliat have befallen tlie 
dctacliment under my command, althougli it is some satisfaction' to -know, 
that the loss on the part of the enemy was likewise considerable. 

Inclosed is a copy of my order on the occasion, in wliieh are enume- 
rated the names of those officers who jiarticularly attractiKi my attention 
during the engagement. I also inclose a list uf killed and wounded. 

Finally, I cannot abstain from an expression of my regret, I should 
have been unaccompanied by either cavalry or guns ; a detachment of 
the former arm would have been most useful in cutting up the enemy 
between Ali Musjid and the Kafir Jungee Pass, wher(3 the baggage was 
cliiofly jilundered, and where the gi*ouiid was good for cavalry to act 
upon. 

I have, &c., 

G. W. Moselkv. 


No. 165 . — General Sir Jasper Nlcolh to the Governor^ General 
of India in fJouneiL * 

Camp^ SMincl, Jamary 13, 1842. 

My Lord, — At a late liour yesterday, I had the honor to receive the 
dispatch of your Lordship in Council, of the 21st instant. 

2. To enable me to form, and hold in readiness, another brigade to 
move across the Punjab, I ordenMl Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment, by ex- 
press, to move to Kurnaul, where further orders will await the corps. 
There will be little delay, as their marching establishment was retained. 

3. When the Srd Dragoons and 31st arrive at Ferozepore, I shall 
have ample means of fonning such a force as your orders, now ackqow- 
iMged, prescribe ; leaving at that station as many troops as present 

^ k4rpuinstances seem to require, viz. : — 

^ Artillery — A troop, accompany and a half, the field-battery of the 
former drawn by camels. • 

Cavalry — Her Majesty’s 3rd Dragoons, 1st Liglit Cavalry. 

« Infmitry — Her Majesty’s 31st Foot, 6tli, 19tb, 33rd, 55th Regiments 
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of Native Infantry, 1st Light Infantry Battalion, 344 recruits of Her 
Majesty*s 13th and 44th Regiments. 

4. From these corps I shall be able to select the most serviceable, but 
as your Lordship does not order their advance I presume that I am 
expected to exercise my judgment as to tlui necessity of increasing the 
force at Peshawur, either in view to the security of Sir Robert Sale’s 
force, or of the Sikh territory, west of the Indus. 

5. We yesterday received accounts of Lieutenant-Colonel Mosel^j^’s 
retreat from Ali Mu'sjid with the 53rd and G itii Regiments, in which 
some loss was sustained ; but the official report has not been received. 
Of course the difficulty of forcing the Khyber Pass, especially with such 
a convoy as could supply Jellalabad for a month, is greatly increased. 

6. Major-General Pollock will, I believe, reach Attock about the 
2nd of Febriiar}'^, and will, I trust, be in possession of intelligence, by 
which bcuehcially and safely to guide his ulterior proceedings. 

I have, &c., 

J. NiColls. 


No. 166 . — General Sir Jasper Nicolls to the Governor^ General of 
India hr Council, 

February 1, 1842. 

Mv XouT), — In order to Ivcep Major-General Pollock informed of your 
Lordsiiip’s views and orders, I have transmitted to him an extract from 
tlie official letter from Government of tlie 21st ultimo. 

2. I have added thereto the following paragraph, which I trust your 
Lordship will approve : — 

“ You may deem it perfectly certain that Government will not do more 
than detach this brigade, and this in view to support Major-Genenil Sale 
cither at Jellalabad for a few weeks, or to aid his retreat ; very probably 
also to strengthen the Sikhs at Peshawur for some time. It is not 
in (ended to colhjct a force for the recoiiquest of Cabool. 

“ You W'dl convey the preceding piragraph, if you safely can, to the 
M:ij or- General.” 

3. I am not at all anxious to weaken the Nepaul frontier, by calling 
up the 2nd European Regiment. On the contrary, as soon as the 31st 
Foot Was directed to march to Kurnaul, I ordered Her Majesty’s 3rd 
Foot to be moved by an easy inarch, two halts in each week, via Delhi, 
to Cawnpore,. there to incorporate a large body of recruits, and to benefit 
by change of air and scene, which they still require. 

4. By this arrangement the barracks at Kurnaul and Meerut will 
accommodate the infantry which it may be practicable to withdraw in 
MarcJi and April from the westward. The Buffs wdftld probably have 
suliered much had they marched so late in the season. 

5. Your Lordship’s orders for niising a corps of light cavalry shall be 
^followed up, without the k^ast delay, when received. 

5. Mr. Clerk has been with us since his return from Saharunpore. 

I have, 3cc., 


J, Nicolls. 
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No, 1G7. — Tlie GovermWGmeval of India in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nicolls. 

Fort William^ February 12 » 1842 . 

Sir, — In reply to your Excellency’s dispatch of the 1st instant, we 
beg to apprise your Excellency that, considering it most expedient that 
the complement of European regiments in t\u\ north-western provinces 
shall be fully kept up, we have judged it necessary to issue orders^ 
through the Military Department, for the immediate march of the 2nd 
European Regiment from Gazeepore to Meerut, or such other station 
as your Excellency may direct in those provinces. Your Excellency is 
aware that the return of Her Majesty’s 50th Regiment, from Moulrnein, 
may sliortly be expected, and that while we gather from tlie reports of 
the Resident at jNepaul no i)rospect of hostility on the part of the Goor- 
khas, the approaching season when malaria prevails in the Terai may 
remove all apprehension of any immediate danger from that quarter. 

2. We are of opinion that temporary barracks should be constructed 
without delay, under your Excellency’s orders, at Loodianah, Ferozepore, 
or some other situation near the Sutlej, for the accommodation of 
Euro})ean troo])S, unless your Excellency should from the communications 
of Mr. Clerk, sec reason to believe that Major-General Pollock’s force 
will not fall back this season on our own frontier, under the instructions 
which we issued on the lOth instant. 

W^e have, &c., 

Aucrlano, W.W. Birt>, W. Caskment, & H.T. PniNSEr. 


No. 168. — Mr, Maddork to the Military Board, 

Fori William^ February 14, 1 842. 

Gentlemen, — The Governor- General in Council having received in- 
formation that guns intended for the Cabool magazine were jdaced under 
convoy of the brigade which marched from the Sutledge towards Pesha- 
wur, on the 4th ultimo, and sent forward without any supply of ammu- 
nition, desires me to request from your Board, at the earliest possible date, 
full details and explanation on the subject. 

I have, &c., 

T. H, Maduock. 


No. 169. — The Military Board to the Gorcrnor-General of India 

in Council. 

Ordnance Department^ 

Fort William, February 15, 1842. 

My Lord, — We do ourselves the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
Mr. Maddock’s letter of the 14th instant, and in reply, to mention that 
the guns, therein alluded to, fonned part of a consignment of ordnance 
stores sent by order of Government, as conveyed in Lieutenant- Colonel 
Stuart’s letter of the 31st of March, 1841, from the Delhi magtizine to 
that of Cabool, to complete tlie proportion of stores assigned to the 
Cabool magazine. 
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2. It. will be evident to your Lordship that such consignments are 
necessarily made up of unconnected fragments, whicdi would, on reaching 
the destination, be most valuable ; but while separate from the depot of 
wJiich they are intended to form a part, must, from the very nature of 
the consignment, be useless for immediate service. 

3. Military authorities would, in fact, be more warranted in expe(‘ting 
that a fleet of store-boats proceeding from the Presidency to Allahabad, 
should at once be convertible into a serviceable siege eipdpment, than 
in exjiecting that guns or carriages, proceeding under convoy from FiToze- 
pore to Cabool, should at once be available for held service. 

4. ’Under such circumstances, the stores referred to might, doubtless, 
be turned to good account by a little previous arrangement ; and, in 
this particular instance, we are fully satisfied that the Commissary of 
Ordnance at Delhi or at Ferozepore would, if so ordered, liave very 
^speedily arranged for the dispatch of any necessary (juantity of ammuni- 
tion ; but we trust that your Lordship in Council will perceive that 
instructions to this eftect (;ould not have eniaiiaied from us, ignorant, as 
we necessarily were, of there being any intention of so employing them, 

5. We may, moreover, state that, although the guns above refernnl to 
w(Te necessarily incomplete as regards limbers, ammunition -waggons, and 
stores of every description, there were, at the time of tJieir (putting 
Ferozepore, lour spare 9-poinjders and two spare ()-poiinder giuis com- 
plet(*ly ecpiipped in every respect, and available for immediate service in 
the (U^pot at that station. 

No. 170. — Captain IMackeson to Mr, Maddorli, 

Fuitjj^hur^ Jan'Mry 27, 1842. 

Srn, — I have the honor to report to you, for the information of the 
Right Honorable the Governor-General in Council, the events that hav(^ 
occurred on this frontier since the arrival here of the force under Briga- 
(li(‘r Wild’s command. 

2. Had this force been sent up in an eflicient state as to ammunition 
and carriage, and with cavalry and artillery, it might, at the time of its 
arrival here, hav(^ advanced through the Khyber Pass to tlui suppcjrt of 
iMajor-Chnuiral Sale’s force at Jellalabad. "fhe Afreedee tribes had not, 
up to that time, htuird of our troops having evacuated Cabool ; and they 
would have allowt^l Brigadier Wild’s force to pass through Khyber 
umnolc^sted for a sum of money ; neither had they at the time organized 
any o]>position, for they had no hope of seeing any leader from the existing 
GoveriiiiK^nt of Cabool a})pear in the plains of Ningrahar, and such w^as 
lh(‘ eagerness of our Sepoys to meet the enemy at that titne, that w(^ 
could have forced our way through, if necessary, ^^^liUlo loss. Unfor- 
tunately, (lays and weeks elapsed in making arrangSBits for our carriage, 
and in obtaining from the Sikhs the loan of artillery, whose inetflciency 
has been a main cause of our subsequent disaster, while the delay at 
Peshawur, as it tlirew our Sepoys into close intercourse w ith the mutinous 
and disaflected Sikli troops, (lestroyed their confldem^e in themselves, and 
imbued them for a time with a spirit of insubordination. 

3. I iK^ed not here advert to General Sale’s frequent and pressing 
requisitions on Brigadier Wild to a])pear wdth his force under the 

X 2 
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walls of Jellalabad. It was Brigadier Wild’s earnest wish to com- 
ply with these requisitions, provided he could make the rnoveuient 
with a chance of success ; but without cavalry and artillery, and 
without co-operation from the Sikh troops to keep open the Khyber 
Pass, the movement could not well be attempted. Every endeavour was 
made on my part to induce the Sikh authorities to co-operate, and at 
length, on the 13th instant, Genertil Avitabile and the other Sikh 
officers here pledged themselves to support our troops, and charged them- 
selves with guarding Ali Musjid, and the road from Peshawur to it, 
while our troops should advance with some guns and Patan horse of the 
Sikh Government as far as Jellalabad. All that was wanting for the 
completing of tliis arrangement was a lac and 40,000 rupees to pay the 
Sikh battalions ; and, under the pressing exigencies of the occasion, I 
incurred the responsibility of advancing that sum as a loan to the Sikh 
from the British Government. Meanwhile, the delay that occurred in 
effecting the above arrangements made it more ditiicult to come to any 
terms with the Afreedee tribes. They Lad heard of Mahomed Akbar’s 
defiance of us in his brutal and treacherous murder of the Envoy and 
Minister, and they liad also heard that our troops at Cabool had ceased 
to struggle with the enemy, and were preparing to e\'acuat(; their (|uarters 
on the faith of treaties. Tliey also knew, at the same time, that Maho- 
med Akbar liad no intention of keeping these treaties, as he had writt(3n 
to them and to the tribes in !Ningrahar to exterminate all the Feririgees 
in their quarter, and to let none (‘scape or pass up or down through Khy-, 
her. The Maliks of the Afre(?dees put me ofi‘ with promises, while the 
tribes daily made desultory attacks on our garrison at Ali Musjid. On 
the 13th the Maliks promised me a final answer in three days, and on the 
15th they sent me their reply, it was decisive', “that they would not 
barter their religion for gold, nor incur the odiiin) and contempt of their 
brother Mussulmans, by allowing our troops to pass'’ — that I was at 
liberty to act as I pleased. In a letter to Mr. Mackeson (who held the 
fort of Ali Musjid with a Mussulman garrison of 150 men, chiolly 
Eusofzyes), dated 10th instant, they had warned him to look to his own 
safety. From that date to the loth, Ali Musjid was subject to freepmnt 
attacks from the tribes during the day, but they lift the post umnole.stcd 
at night. On the 15tli instant it was attacked by about 1,500 mini, and Mr. 
Mackeson wrote to me that the interior of the fort being commanded from 
the surrounding hills, and the fire kept up on him all day being very galling, 
he did not expect, in tlie disaffected state of the garrison, to lx; able to 
hold his post twelve hours longer. I had also information that the tribes 
intended to attack Ali Musjid with all their forcci on the following day, 
and also to barricade and guard the road to Ali Musjid in several places, 
4. The objects.jiljiph Brigadier Wild and myself had projmsed to effect 
with his force wer^IRrst, to move on to the support of General Sale, 
provided tlie Sikhs couM be imlucitHl to co-operate so far as to keep the 
road open from Peshawur to Ali Musjid, and assist the garrison of irregu2^‘ 
lars in keeping that post. Wc were also prepared at any time that 
General Sale should require it of us, in order to cover his retreat, to 
advance, lightly equipped, into the pass, and oc(uipy in it the two strong 
positions of Ali Musjid and Luiidikhana. A third movement which we 
were aware might be demanded of us was, an advance of part of tlu? 



173 


force to Ali Musjid, should it be hotly attacked, to prevent that import- 
ant post falling into the hands of the enemy. Once in strong possession 
of Ali Musjid, we were available either for General Sale’s retreat, or for 
General Pollock’s advance to his support, while any objection to dividing 
the force was in a great measure obviated, owing to the short distance — 
eight miles — from our camp in f4lit of Jiiinrood to Ali Musjid, wliich 
admitted of musketry firing being heard from either detachment. 

5. On the 15th, as I have before stated, Ali Musjid was fiercrly 
attacked, and the post in danger. On that day also I had received the 
final answer of the Afreedees ; and on the same day, the Sikh auxiliary 
force, who were encamped at Jumrood, were to be paid to enable them to 
advance with us on the following morning. 1 left Peshawur at four r. m., 
and our camp at Kowalsar in the evening, and went to Futti Gliur to 
call on General Avitabile, and ask him to wsend one corps of the Sikh 
auxiliaries in rear of the two regiments who, it had been (letcrmineil, 
should advance to Ali Musjid immediately, under cover of the njglit. 
The Sikh commanders were sent for, and the movement was j)roposed to 
them, but they pleaded that their pay had not yet been entirely distri- 
buted, and that their meu would willingly march on tin* following 
morning. From what I saw of the disposition of these ottieers, I liad 
little hope of receiving any aid from tlio Sikh troops ; it was, however, 
necessary to secure the post of Ali Musjid, and we started with the two 
regiments, prepared, in case the Sikhs should not advance with the 
remainder of our force, to hold the post with two regiments until General 
Pollock’s arrival. Five hundrt^d and odd bullocks, laden \Vith atta, ghee, 
had been sent on to Futti Ghur a day previously, and while our 
troops were advancing at night from Kowalsar to Futti Ghur, I had these 
bullocks laden and drawn up by the road-side. After this I separated 
350 bullocks to accompany the column, and allowed the rest to return to 
their former standing- places. When the column arrived at Futti Ghur, 
it was halted for some time to wait for ammunition. During this interval 
1 reported to the coinmanding-otlicer, Colonel Moseley, that the provision 
bullocks were all collected on the left of the column, and begged he 
would give orders for their being taken charge of by the officers coni- 
inanding the rear guard or some other. He gave the order to some 
mounted officer standing by to convey. After another interval of scjine 
minutes, and seeing that no arrangement had yet been made fur placing 
the bullocks anywhere in the column, I again drew Colonel Mos(3ley’s 
alt<3ntion to the subject, telling him that the guarding of the bullocks 
v/as of vital importance to us. He again issued some orders about their 
being placed between the column and rear guard, and I went myself to 
tile rear of the column to ask for the rear guard, but could find none. 
I believe that, up to tliat time, it had not been foiled. The head of 
the column was now advancing ; I passed up to tiro front, and on my 
seeing the bullocks still standing togetlier apart from the columii, 
^(iplied to the nearest officer, Captain Leadbeater, and begged lie would 
sefi that they were taken care of, as their coming with us was of vital 
importance. As far as I recollect, he ordered a paik and four to see the 
hiiilociks put between the column and the rear guard. I went on the 
front. Tfic head of the column had arrived opposite the post of Sliina 
Khan Afrcedee, and it was most important that we should pass this point 
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without observation, hut the column was lialted there waiting for the 
rear. I then once more asked Colonel Moseley if he had satisfied himself 
that the bullocks liad been put in charge in their proper place. To the 
best of my recollection he sent Captain Thomas back, or it was another 
mounted officer, to ascertain that they were coming on. 1 remained at 
the head of the advanced guard aftl^this till day dawned on us below 
Ali Musjid, as. the utmost cautkm was required to prevent any confusion 
in case of a rusli or surprise in front. 

6. My information had led me to believe that our movement at night 
would be a complete surprise, and it was so. Our march to Ali Musjid 
was effected without loss, cither of men or baggage, or useless exi)eii- 
diture of ammunition ; but instead of 350 bullocks laden with supplies, 
with those in the garrison, would have enabled us to hold out a month, 
the officer in command of the rear guard brought up with him to Ali 
Musjid between fifty and sixty bullocks only. This unfortunate oversight 
entirely diifeatcd our plans. We were but little molested at Ali Musjid ; 
we remained there eight days on half rations until Our supi)lics were 
quite exhausted ; we had not more than for one day at quarter rations 
when we left the post. 

7. The Sikh regiments, who wore to have co-operated and accom- 
panied the remainder of Brigadier Wild's force, mutinied on the niglit of 
the i6th. Brigadier Wild made an attempt to join us with the remain- 
der of the force without the Sikhs, but met with a reverse in tlie at- 
tempt, owing, in a great measure, t(» the breaking <lown of the Sikh guns 
at the outset. Oti the day he marched, we were under arms at Ali 
Musjid, prepared to move to his support ; but we htid not received posi- 
tive information that he intended coming, and therefore feared to risk 
uselessly the expenditure of annnunition. The wind was excessively 
high and contrary, and prevented firing being heard. On the 23rd we 
were again under arms, ready to join him and bring up supplies : but the 
positive information tliat he had moved to make a demonstration did not 
reach us till late in the day. We heard firing, but did not consider that 
wc should be justified in moving and wasting our ammunition on an un- 
certainty, and when the firing was heard, it was too late for us to have 
reached the ground in time to form a junction with him. On tlie 25th, 
after trying in vain to get supplies in by a by-road from Lalpoora and 
Tatara, we came to the determination of cutting our way out of the pass. 
We left Ali Musjid at- day-break, and our rear and front were both 
attacked befure we got clear of the fort, and some loss there occurred. 
Our whole loss, including sick men cut up, has been about 40 killed, 130 
wounded, during our stay and our retreat. We were met by Colonel 
Tulloch’s force at tlie month of the pass. I tried every means to induce 
the garrison of Regulars to continue to hold th(i post for five days, for 
which period there were provisions for them and an ample supply of 
water, but they refused. Captain Burt volunteered to remain w^|k|» 
party of regulars, no Sepoys would volunteer, ("aptain Thomas 
tenured to remain with the irregular garrison, as did Mr. Mackeson, but 
tlie men would not rcynaiii. The loss of Ali Musjid will most likely 
bring with it the loss of the post at Lalpoora, and tlic ejection of 
Turabaz Khan from the chiefsliip of that place. It has also consideraVdy 
increased the difficulty of forcing the Khyber Puss. A party of Door- 



fiiiee horsemen belonging to Akbar Klian, wJjo were said to be at 
Peshbulak, on hearing of our having evacuated AH Musjid, came and 
encamped below it. It would not appear that the fort itself has been 
occupied, and the Afredees are debating among themselves whether or 
not to destroy it. 

I have, &c., 

, F. MacivEson. 


No. 171. — The Governor- Gnieral of India in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nlcolls, 

Fo?'t IVilhm/ij Fehruary 15, 1842. 

Sir, — have received, from Mr. Clerk and Mr. Melville, two 
express dispatches, of the 4th and 6th instant, and the letter from 
Captain Mackeson at Pcsliawur, dated the 27th ultimo. 

2. We reserve any |)artieular remarks or instructions on the com- 
munications made by Shall Shooja-ool-Moolk and Mahomed Akbar Khan, 
tlirough Captain Mai^grogor and Major Pottinger respectively till 
we shall have received the two letters from Major Pottinger, refernHl 
to in the postscript to Cajitain Maegregor’s letter of the 25th ultimo. 
But, in the mean while, w’e lose no time, in continuation of our last 
dispatcli, of the same purport, in desiring your Excellency expressly to 
instruct Major -Gemu’al Pollock to direct all his (‘tlbrts and measures to 
the withdrawal of Sir Robert Sale's force from Jellalabiul to Peshawur, 
witli the least possible delay, the Major-General having a full discretion, 
if he finds it proper, in aid of his own military proceedings, to make such 
arrangements with the Khyberec\s, or other tribes, as may seem most 
likely to facilitate the easy attainment of that object. 

3. We think that the rapid advance of the complete efficient brigade 

ordered from Ferozepore, according to our recjent instructions, will be 
highly conducive to the support of Major-General JVlloek in his mea- 
sures* for re(!alling Sir Robert Sale’s force, or geiuTally for holding a 
strong position wliile in front of the enemy on the Affghan frontier ; and 
we take it for granted that your Exe,elloncy will have placed that l^rigade 
in march, immediately on the receipt of our last letter, under date the 
lOth instant. ^ 

We have, 8cc., 

Auckland, W.W. Bird, W. Casement, & II. T. Prinsep. 


No. 172. — General Sir Jasper Nlcolls to the Gjwer nor- General 
of India in CounciL 

. Loodiana, February (3, 1842. 

Mv Lord, — There is a passage in Captain Mackeson’s report to Mr. 
Maddock, dated 27th January, on which I feel it necessary to make 
some comments. It is the following : — 

“ Had this force been sent up in an efficient state with ammunition 
-'md carriage, and with cavalry and artillery, it might at the time of its 
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arrival here haye advanced through the Khyber Pass to the support of 
Major-General Sale’s force at Jellalab^.” . 

Now, my dear Lord, the reasons why the four first regiments went so 
provided as this officer describSs, are these Captain Mackeson to 
Captain Lawrence, 9th November. 

“ I request you will urge on the miljpfy authorities at Ferozepore the 
necessity of hastening by every means m their power the dispatch of the 
brigade named for the Cabool relief.” 

. Idem. It is highly desirable that the brigade destined for Affghanis- 
tau should arrive here as expeditiously as possible.” 

In consequence, on the IGtli November, Mr. Clerk ordered the 64th 
and 60th Native Infantry to *cross as sjlm as the latter was ready, and 
they did pass into the Punjab on the 18th and 20tli November, that is, 
in 9 and 1 1 days after Captain Mackeson’s requisition. He also ordered 
the 53rd from this place to Ferozepore. 

There is no mention of ammunition, carriage, cavalry, or artillery. 
The essence of the denfJind was, ‘‘IJencl hither Native Infantry most 
quickly,” and it was very promptly attended to. I claim no credit here, 
for I received Mr. Clerk’s notification of the demand when two marches 
south of Futtyghur on the 22nd November, that is, two days after the 
last corps had crossed the S.utlej. 

Acting upon the foregoing, Captain 'Lawrence, on the 14 th, recom- 
mends Lieutenant-Colonel Wild to hold the lOtli Cavalry in immediate 
readiness to move with the two infantry regiments, pending instructions 
from Mr. Clerk, who thus wrote to me cm the I7th : “ Your Excellency 
will have observed that I have limited the requisition which I have pre- 
sumed to make upon the commanding officers at Lahore and Ferozepore, 
to the three infantry regiments which were preparing to march to Afigha- 
nistan. I consider that this is what Captain Mackeson means in his 
urgent request for the dispatch of the brigade named for the Cabool 
relief. I therefore have not followed up the intimation made by Captain 
Lawrence to the commanding officer at Ferozepore regarding artillery 
and cavalry, by requesting that a detachment of either should move for- 
ward.” Mr. Clerk wished these regiments to move lightly, and directed 
eight lacs of rupees to be left, “ that nothing may retard the arrlvaPat 
Peshawar of the first regiment moving up.” 

Mr. Clerk, in the same letter, I7th November, leaves the decision 
regarding cavalry and artillery to me ; all which I received at Futtyghur 
on the 24th November ; and a reference to reports and dates shows, that 
the 30th and 53rd, under Brigadier Wild’s command, crossed over on the 
26th, (known to me 3rd December,) my timely interference was therefore 
impossible. 

Captain Lawrence writes, 14th November, to Colonel Wild ; The 
commanding officer should not be hampered with any extra stores, or by , 
the charge of ladies, but have under his care simply the treasure, and 
such magazine stores as are deemed absolutely necessary, for supplying 
the immediate wants of our troops in Affglmnistan.” 

On the same day Caytain Lawrence tells Mr. Clerk, If four guns 
can be made eftective, they also shall be ready.” This alludes to the 
field -battery guns, of whitfi three axe now with Major-General Pollock. 

Before the 30th and 53rd had 'ltift Ferozepore, the outbreak of the 2nd 



November was known to Mr. Clerk, who, on tlie 22nd, Major- 

(loneral Boyd to prepare another brigade, of which he r«^Jested Sir 11. 
Arbulhnot to send the Ofch Foot to form a })art. 

It is ail extraordinary coim.idence that, on the same day, the 22iid 
November, I ordered the 9th to be moved to Kuriiauh and eventually to 
Ferozepore, in order to relieve trfPl3th Light Infantry, and 1 informed 
your Lordship on the 20th, of my intention, thus : ‘‘ I propose that Her 
Majesty’s f^tb should proceed with tlie second convoy ” 

Captain Mackeson to Mr, Clerk, IGth November. P.S.— 'Unless 
troops arrive quickly from Fcrozcqiore, the most disastrous consequences 
must follow.” 

I should ilrst ha\'o quoted Captain Maclvcsoh’s letter of the 15th, to 
Mr. Clerk : — 

The force that moves from Ferozepore should consist of two brigades, 
witli one, if not two, reginuMits of Europeans, and the brigades should 
follow each other a’s quickly as possi])h‘.” 

ller(‘, again, Captain Mackosoii^s requisition is confined to troops. 
Sir il. Sale, it is true, on tlie loth November, received at tlie same time, 
asks for a siege-train, but it was to enable them to retrieve tilings by 
active operations at the coiielusion of the wintm*.” 

When Captain Mackeson penned lii.s ])aragraph now replicM to, he 
seems to me to have forgoitem tfiat there is no magazine ai Feroze[)ore ; 
and, when he expected (‘very one to forward his views instantly, that the 
s(\it of Government isllSn inims from Ferozepore. I was then 45G 
miles from that place. Major-General Boyd was 203 miles distant. 
The Delhi magazine 281 ditto. 

Mr. Cl(*rk was the only authority on tlie spot ; and he evinced groat 
decision, incrc'ased by promptitude. 

To return to the artill(‘rY . qimstion, Mr. Cl<‘rk, on tlie 27th November, 
tlie day after the 30th and 53rd (*rossed the Siiih*), ri'ferred this subject 
to Major Geiujral Boyd, slating, at the same tiiiK^, I l)(‘lieve the Fe- 
rozepore artillery (the fi(‘ld-])attcry) is, for want of horses, incapable of 
moving.” involvinl the troublesome discussion of hors(\s and bul- 

Joc,^s ; and CJpneral Boyd therefore ordered a troop of horsii artillery to 
lie prepared. 

I received these noliticatloiis on the' Jst Deceiiibcr and subsequent 
days ; and, eousuhn'ing that the dispatch of hors(^ artilU‘ry with infantry, 
WHS only to obtain horse draft, I directed tlie substitution of three guns 
ot* the lield-batttiry. The great utility of artillery hi the pass we have 
yet to learn, and as an artilleiy ofiicer, General Bollock will, j>robably, 
attach the full w^dglit to that arm. To me it sc^enis, tluit a gun unlim- 
bered and tirijd two or three times at an enemy ])erciied ou the side of an 
adjoining mountain, within musket range, would run a great chance of 
being dismounted or overturned, or its carriage much shakim, by its own 
recoil, and that, whilst thus delayed, two or three men and a horse or two 
would hi) struck, thus adding to the delay of the column under fire. 

As to cavalry, they can make no return at all, except upon op(m spaces. 

The only mode of clearing tlie Khyber Pass ai>junirs to be by having 
bodies of well-armed, active, and daring troops acting as light infantry, 
on (dtlier hand, under whose protection the main body may pass. It was 
llius that Sir 11. Sale effected tlie passage of the Khoord Cabool, the Huft 
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Kothul, the Sujlprbund, the Puri-diirra, and the Jngdulluck Passes ; and, 
though artillery accompanied his advance-guard, he lays no great stress 
upon th<^r services*, except that they were us(?ful in reaching the Jezail- 
chees, whose arms carried so much further than our muskets ; and upon 
the last occasion they took the enem^ breast-works and defences in 
reverse. ^ 

I shall not weary your Lordship with further remjirks ; the hurried 
manner in which Captain Mackeson ma<le his requisitions has been the 
chief cause that the supplies and stores of all kinds were not more ample. 
There was no time given even to consider what might make the reinforce- 
ment more complete, far less to draw the ammunition tuid stores from 
Delhi. 

Your Lordship will remomhor tliat it was for many clays doubted by 
Government whether the 2nd Brigade (Her Majesty’s 9th and the 26th 
Native Infantry) should be sent forward or not ; and that its advance 
was only ordered when Akbar Khan’s liaving joined the rebels, and the 
action of the 23rd November at Cabool, were reported. 

I beg that your Lordship will be pleased to permit this letter to be 
attached to Captain Mackeson ’s rc^port of the 27th ultimo. 

I shall address Major-General Pollock upon tlie subject of the bullock 
loads of supplies left behind uiioa the advance of Lieutenant -Colonel 
Moseley’s detachment. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 

No. 173. — Brajndler Ettijland^ commandhtg In Slnde, to Mn 

Maddock, 

Head- Quarters, Sinde Forces 
Camp, near Dadur, January 1842. 

Siu, — I have the honor to Hcknowlcnlge your lettcn* of the 6th instant 
inclosing an extract from a resolution of the (jSoveriimeiit ^ India in the 
Secret Department of the vsame date, and 1 beg to as|ure the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General in Council tliat I shall pay implicit 
attention to the paragraphs wliich relate to the conduct of Military jiro- 
ceedings in Upper Sinde. 

2. As the shortest means of explaining our military position here, 1 beg 
to inclose a statement which will show the present distribution of the 
force in this part of the country, and I do not see, in the uncertainty 
which prevails of the point at which insurrection may first show itself, 
that it can be improved, for our numbers will not now admit of a large 
appui any where, at the same time it will be seen that the force can be 
easily collected, in any direction which may suddenly demand its display. 
Our magazines at this place, and at Sukkur, are plentiful, and I am happy 
to say that there is an abundance of provision at Quetta, even sutficient 
to supply the troops at Candahar, if they were, by any emergency, forced 
to retire in this direction. . 

* Sale’s artillery was drawn by yabhoos, which are greatly preferred to our horses 
for services there. 
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3. I have no doubt but that Major Outram, Political Agent for this 
country, will have informed Lord Auckland of the strong reasons we 
have to suppose that there has been an action with the insurgents near 
Candahar, and that the loss sustained by the enemy on that occasion has 
probably prevented tlieir meditated descent upon Quetta, and I beg you 
will assure his Lordship that my knowledge of the constant communica- 
tions made by Major Outram from hence has alone prevented my 
troubling his Lordship or the Government with reports, which would 
probably contain mere repetitions of the information conveyed by the 
Political Department. Regarding Quetta, however, every military defen- 
sive precaution has been adopted, and, although the cantonment is 
unconnected, and unfortunately placed, its locality offering no good 
position, I cannot but contemplate that the best results will follow any 
efforts which the enemy may make in tliat quarter. 

4, As soon as the 12th and loth Regiments Bombay Native Infantry 
reach Upper Sinde, I propose to occupy Bagh and to strengthen Shikar- 
pore, and if matters rendered such a step expedient, and that, with a due 
consideration for the safety of our rear, prudence would sanction it, I 
should not hesitate to Jisccnd the Bolan Pass with a reinforcement, even 
now if also such a step was dictated by the state of affairs generally ; at 
this moment, however, I do not view such a movement as essential or 
beneficial, for although the autliorities at Candahar evidently regard some 
diversion from hence as highly desirable, yet it must not be forgotten 
that we have a large extent of doubtful country to wateh, leaving a very 
small body dis[)osable to nuirch out of it. Tliis season, I may remark, 
ajipoars to be out* of unusual severity. 

o. 1 refiaest to draw tiie early attention of the Right Honorable the 
Governor-General to the expediency which will exist of a total change in 
the distribution of tin* troops in the middle of March, owing to the altera- 
tion of the climate of this country at that period, when all the European 
troops should be placed above the passes if the (h)verninent adopts a for- 
ward movement, or in the other case fall back to the line of the Indus. 
Timely preparations for either t>f these movements should be made 
accordingly, and it is not necessary that I should explain the variety of 
arrangements lielonging to such operations in a denuded country such as 
this, or the advantage in })oiiit of economy of my obtaining the earliest 
prai tieable decision thereupon. 

(k In the first-named instance I would propose to place all the Euro- 
pean and all other troops wliieh could at that season be safely extracted 
from Cutchee and Upper 8inde in the country adjacent to Quetta, but if 
we fall })ack it will be expedient to send the Eimipcans to Curachee for 
the hot season, and to concentrate the remainder of the force at Shikar- 
pore and Sukkur. In the event, however, of a strong emergency exist- 
ing for the detention of the European troops at Sukkur during summer, 
it might be practicable to obtain some cover for them at that place. 
Lord Auckland will have perceived from the medical statistical reports 
transmitted by me from hence, that with pre-arrangement of this kind 
there is no reason to conclude that Sukkur would be more fatal to Euro- 
pean troops than Quetta has proved to be. 

7. It is, however, quite unnecessary that I should at present say more 
on a (question, the decision of which can but be determined by the course 

y 2 
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of })assiiig ovonts and tlic politioal arraiigenients consequent on sncTf 
events, and 1 will merely take the liberty, in conclusion, of again assuring 
Lord Auckland that in every matter confided to my discretion relating to 
the care and management of the troops under my (jornmand, and in the 
execution of any of the commands of Govermnent, I shall employ my 
best ability and judgment, and act in due communication with the Politi- 
cal Agent with whom I am associated in thivS country. 

I have, &c., 

R. ExCiLANl). 


Disir 'ihiUion of (he Sittde Field Force, 


(Stations. 

/ii' ^^o.o/Gu,.. 1 CWj,s. 

1 

Sukkur . 

2 

Three (5-poundors, Lst Grenadiers; 12th N. I. 
Goliiudauz. (not arrived}. 

Shikarpore . . 


Two t)-poundcrs, 8th N, I. and the loth N 
11. A. I. (when it arrives); oik 

yejuadron ijrd L. C. 

Oagh 


Intended to be oeciipicd In 
! a wing. 

Scibec . . . . 

1 

One (>-poiinder, 21st Native Infantry. 

Gol inula nz. ! 

Dadur 

H 

Pw'o ()-pouaders, One troop ,‘lrd L, C ; foui 



Golundauz; louri companies 11. M. 4 1st Glh; 
guiiH, 11. A. ! N. 1. 

Quetta 


* 2 

Two l)-pounders, One company 11. M. 41st: 
Eairopean Foot 201 h N. 1.; 2olh N. I. ; 
Artillery. j and a company of Ehiro- 

1 j>ean Artiiy. ol'thc Bengal 

1 Army halted there when 

En route to join this 


cn route to Candahar. 

Force . . . 

14 

Camel battery, six Four companies H. M.’s 
O-pounders. 41st, and the loth N. 1. 


Noth. — G?U) irregular cuvitlry, divided into parties at each station, and a company 
of Madras Sappers, are stationed ai iScbee and elsewhere. 

R. Enuland. 


No. 174. — The C over nor- General of India in Connell to the 

Seeret i 'ommilfce. 

Fort William f March 22, No. 25, 1842. 

IJoNORAUTiK Silts,- — Although the events that have occurred in 
Affghanistan since the date of our last dispatch on tliis subjec.t have been 
less imj)ortant, and have not lieen marked by circumstances of great 
and lu?a\y (!jdamity, such as we had then the melancholy duty of report- 
ing, we consider that if may be convenient if we refer briefly to the 
inttdligence. which we have received from tliat quarter, the detailed parti- 
eulars of which may be gathered from the iiielosiiros of this dispatch, 
before we proceed to explain our present views as to the policy to be 
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pursued in tliat country, and the measures wliich have been adopted to 
give them effect. 

2. The latest accounts wliich we have received from Cabool ai*e con~ 
tained in a letter of Lieutenant J. P. Conolly, dated the 24tli January; 
addressed to Mr. Clerk in which that oflicer states, that although Shah 
Shooja had found himself compelled to appear hostile to the British Go- 
vermnent, and to talk of equipping an anny to oppose us at the Khyber 
Pass, he secretly assured Lieutenant Conolly of his friendly feeling 
towards us. The King had been acknowledged by Nawab Zeman Khan, 
and the rebel chiefs, on the payment two lacs of rupees to the 
Nawab, and Araeenoollah Khan, of whom the former had been ap])ointe<l 
Vizier, and the latter his dejmt}^ Great ])raise is given in this hater to 
the conduct ‘and good intentions towards the British Government of 
Zeman Khan, who is said not to have shared in the treachery of the 
otlier chiefs. Great excitement is said still to jirevail at Cabool, where 
the feeling against us continued very strong ; and it is added, all will 
unite to oppose our re-entering the coiinlry, unless our force is so large 
as to ])reclude the hope of successful opposition. 

3. We have no accounts direct from Ghuznee, liiit it is believed, alike 
at Candahar, and at JeMalabad, and Pcshawur, that tlie garrison under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer still holds the citadel. Mdiich is well j)rovi- 
sioued, and that the town is in the hands of the Affgliaus. 

4. The accounts from Jellalabad extend down to the 24th ultimo. 
1-]) to that time the place had been threatened by Mahomed Akbar 
Khan, but he had iu»t been able to collect a suHicient force* to attempt a 
scriems attack. His endeavours to raise the neighbouring chiefs and 
tribes against us had not been attended with any marked success, and he 
had tailed in inducing the Khyber Maliks to espouse bis cause, or to 
allow him to occupy Ali Musjid in the pass. Midiomed Akbar Khan 
was, at the same time, anxious to impress upon the otHeers who are 
liis prisoners at Buddeabad, as w<41 those at Jellalabad, that he is well 
disj)osed to them, and when the army expected from Cabool to operate 
against that place shall arrive in the neighbourJiood he will assist them. 
The ac(;ounts received from Buddeabad continue to s})eak of the prison- 
<Ts there being well treated ; and they have been allowed to receive Irom 
Jellalabad such supplies of clothes and other necessaries as their friends 
could send to lluMii. Captain Maegregor has, however, received another 
letter from Shah Shooja, denouncing Mahomed Akbar, and warning that 
officer against him ; and, whatever may b(‘ the j)rofessioiis of that leader, 
his acts serve to show that he is actuated by a deternuiied spirit of hosti- 
lity, modified only, perhaps, by considerations connected with tlie position 
of his own family in llindostan. 

5. Major-General R. Sale had, through the unwearied exertions of 
the troot>s and camp followers, succeeded in strengthening the fortifica- 
tions to a degree that made him feel secure, as long as his supplies and 
ammunition lasted, against any attack that could be made against him, 
unsupported by siege artillery, but though he had provision for the troops 
enough to enable him to hold out for six woeks or two mouths, he was 
vei’y scantily supplied with provender for his cattle, and had no money to 
purchase any description of supplies. This was on the 14th ultimo. On 
the 19th Sir Robert Sale reported also the deficiency of his means of 
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carriage for bringing off the troops, stores, and ammunition, if he should 
be (jompeiled to evacuate Jellalabad, and attempt a retreat through the 
Khyl>er. On the same day he reports the occurrence of a severe shock of 
an earthquake, from whicii some of the bastions of the place had been 
greatly injured, and tlie parapet walls had been in many places thrown 
down. hVom a letter of Captain Macgregor, dated two days afterwards, 
it apijcars that the damage caused by the earthquake was not so syious 
as has been at first siippt)secl, and that it would be soon repaired. 

6. Sir Robert Sak^ and Captain Macgregor continued to press upon 
Major-General Pollock the expediency of advancing to their relief, and 
have been informed by tliat officer that, although he is reluctant to at- 
tempt an advance through the Khyber till he shall be joined by the rein- 
forcemciiis which are on their way to him from India, if, after a full con- 
sideration of the objections which he has explained to making such a 
move, Sir Robert Sale feels (‘ompelled to (tall upon him to advance, he 
will feel it his duly to comply witli llieir requisition. 

7. The Maliks of the Alivedees, and otlier Khybor tribes, being dis- 
satisfied with the terjvis ofiered to them by iMalnmied Akhar fvhan, have 
been negotiating with (Icncval Polhxtk through (.iaptain Maekesou, and 
hopes are eiiU'rtaimsl that they may yet be prevailed iq)on to allow us 
the undisturbed passage of th(‘ Khylxir. 

8. The troojjs of Rrigadier Wild’s Brigade liave suffered severely 
from sickness, there being at one time upwards of 1,800 men in hospital. 
The disease, howev er, was not of a dangerous type, and, by the last 
accounts, the number of sick had j^iiuihiished to 8()8, 

9. The insurgents in the neighbourhood of Candahar, under Atta 
Mahomed and Priiuai Softer Jung, liaving a})i>roached to within eight 
miles of that place, Major-General iS’ott d<^t('nniij(‘d to attiuik tliein, and 
went out for this puiqmse, witli the greater jiart of his dispf^sable force, 
on the morning of tlie 12th Jaimary. The enemy had taken u]> a strong 
position, with a morass on their front, wliich made the approach of our 
troops difficult, and enabled the enemy, who gave way almost as soon as 
our guns could aj)pn)ael) near enougli to open upon them, to ctfect tlncir 
retreat with conijiaratively trifling loss, and our force in cavalry was too 
small to enable the General to act with great effect on fheir line of 
retreat. The Janbaz, and other cavalry of SJiah Shooja, had pnwionsly 
deserted in great numliers, whicli is one cans(‘ ul' flie GejuTafs weakness 
in this arm. General T^ott had subseqiKUitly resolved to inareli out again 
to attack the enoniy, but the severity of the weather had, up to the last 
accounts from Candahar, rendered such a measure inijiraclicaiile. The 
General and the Political Agent anticipated a defi(heney of funds in the 
Treasury in the month of March, and were considering the [iracttiea- 
bility of treasure being brought up by an escort from Quetta. 

10. The force at Kelat-i-Ghilzye has lutherto remained umnolested 
and is considered strong and secure. 

11. The attempts of Mohummud Sadik to rise a force in Peslujen for 
hif .contemplated attack on Quetta have proved abortive, and tliat posi- 
tion has been reinforced, p,nd remains strong. 

12. Bragadier England, commanding the troops in Sindc, had before 
the r(‘.ceipt of our instructions of the 31st January to that effect, made 
preparations for moving above the jiasscs a jiortion of the force under his 
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command. Ho proposes to form a brigade, composed of the troops 
noted in the margin^, and expected to be able to commence his march 
about the 20th of this month. 

13. The young Khan of Kelat and his chiefs remain firm in their 
allegiance, and none of the tribes of Cutchee, and near tlie Bolan Pass, 
have yet shewn symptoms of hostility consequent on the intelligence of 
our disasters at Cabool, and the combination of chiefs against us in the 
Candahar y^rovitices. Out Major Outraiu does not ap]>ear satisfied of the 
fidelity of the Ameers of Sinde, and a})proliensioi)s have been felt of some 
serious exhibitions of a lioslile stnrit in that country. Brigadier England 
will, however, leave a strong force in IFpper Slndee when he moves a))ovo 
the Bohui Pass, and tlie post of Kurachca; has lat(‘ly been reinforced by 
ri<‘r Majesty’s 22nd Beglmoiit of Foot ; ami whatever may lie the dis- 
po'-ition of the Ameers, the force ass(‘inb](‘d at tin? two extremities of 
I.. territory is suiiicient to ov^e^awe I lean, (hkI to subdue any partial 
■\\i t!ia.t rna} be inad(‘ to cause em’oarrassiiKmt. 

i I We now procerd tt) stat(‘ the measuns I'live betai a(loj)ted 

' e; pquesice of our Inst ructions of the lOth ultimo, wlfieh \v(‘ eommuni- 
' * W) youi* liwno'rable ( ouiiuittee, in ourdispabth of the llith ultimo, 
i IJis tliet '('ime.-nHbn’-iu-CdHej* on ( ln‘ r(‘('eij)t of our letter 

loth (iltimo. cl'‘!er!nin d to disp!iteh, in two di\'isions, the troops 
in thr marginf, for tiie reinforecnient of MaJ or-CjJeneral l\>llocIv. 
Th*‘ lirst of i}i(‘sc divisions was to commem^e its tnare.h iniiiiediately, btit 
it*'' j)rogri>^ was inm-h impeded by the swollen stat(‘ of' the Ilavee. and 
it cannot pe exp''et(‘d to reaeli Peslia^.v.ir belnre tlie first or s(H*,ond week 
in April: tind tJn- Nceond division did md. cross the Suth'j till the 8tli 
it?st;nit. 

If). On til ' d ith ’dt'nno, w ' th. nght it proper to issue a letter of in- 
structions to Major-fieneral Pollixdv, in order to put that officer in pos- 
session of our views in eertaiti conti!ig(mcies which might occur. With 
respe<‘t to the a]>y)iicalion which had been made tt) Captain Maegregor by 
Shah Slioqja foi' pe<'iii:iary aid, w’o tlnmglit tliat none should be afford- 
ed, while we have no assurance thtit siieli aid would iiot ])e employed in 
liostilities against ourselves, wdule our snhjec'ts ur(* detained as captives 
in his country, and w’c disdared our o])iniou, that since t]i(‘ Shah, however 
he iniglii have iidluenced to tiu; measure, had accepted a position 

as fu‘.*nl of the (lovenimeut at Calmol, with the direct support of those 
priiici])ally conevamed in the attacks on our force, the strict obligations 
of our treaty wnlli him must be considered to have ceased. 

17. Thougli <lou]>ts might still exist whetlier Mahomed Akbar Khan 
is guilty of th(^ crijne and treavdiery laid to his eliarge, wu' discouraged all 
thouglits of iiegoeiating with him, unless through some indirect channel, 
for tht^ release of the British captives in 4lis hands. We recommended to 
Major-General Pollock tlie greatest caution in avoiding any positive plan 

H. M. 41st Foot ; Troop Horse Artillery, 6 Guns ; Company of European 
Foot Artillery ; 3rd Hombay Liglit (cavalry ; and 2 Regiments Bombay N. I. with 
about 22 lacks of rupees for lAiudahar. 

t 1st Division : H. jM.'s 3rd Dragoons; 3rd Troop 2i!d Brigade Horse Artillery ; 
1st Light Cavalry ; 33rd N. 1, a llissalali 3rd Irregular Cavalry. 2nd Division : II, 
M.’s 31st Foot ; 6th N. I. ; Recruits of H. M.’s 13th Light Infantry ; 3 Field Bat- 
tery Guns ; 3 Rissalahs 3rd Irregular Cavalry. # 
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m course of policy which had not already received our sanction ; and wo 
informed him that we should not consider it prudent, except for very 
special reasons, to disclose in any manner our probable eventual pur- 
poses with regard to Aifglianistan. 

18. Major-General Pollock was told that we vshoiild look to him for 
as clear an exposition as possible of past facts, as they affected the 
conduct and character of all parties in Affghanistan. We cautioned him 
as to his mode of proceeding to secure the release of the prisoners, and 
instructed him that if their liberation in exchange for Dost Mahomed 
Khan and his family should be brought forward, he might hold out very 
divStant hopes of the possibility of such event, though he himself must 
regard it as a measure of imj)ortaiit state policy, to be deliberately deter- 
mined by Government, upon considerations affecting only the general 
well-being and advantage of the empire. 

19. We explained to tlie Major-General, that the present object of 
liis proceedings, next to securing the safe withdrawal of tlie force from 
Jellalabad, will lx; tliat ot* w’atcliiiig events, and collecting the most 
accurate information of the state of parties for rc})ort to us. For every 
matter relative to the Lahore Goverumeiit and its oflicers, we assured 
General Pollock that he might always rely on the judicious advice of Mr. 
(/lerk. We enjoined him to repress all disposition to encourage among 
the Sikhs a violent tone of national and religious animosity against the 
Affghans, and lead the former to look to making compiests from the 
latter. We directed the Major-Gcmerafs particailar attention to the 
condition of the garrison of Ghuznec, and told him that w(*. could not 
relinquish the hope, that on the return of s})ring, efforts may be mach* for 
its support or relief from Candadar : but that we would not, on that 
account, desist from urging tlu' Sikhs to assist us l.>y a ileinonstraliou on 
the side of the Juleree Pass, for comnuinicatiou wdtli t.'olonel Palmer, and 
and if ultimat/ely necessary, his nMirement ]>y that route. 

20. We nave .reeently judged it expedient to enter again upon an 
exposition of our views regarding the line of poliey which it may be pro- 
per for us to pursue in relation to Aflglianistan. To our dispatcdi of the 
loth instant on this subject, arldressed to his Excellency tlu; Commander- 
iii-Chief, we would solicit the particular attention of your Honorable 
Committee. It contains our deliberate sentiments on tlie present 
position of adairs in that country, and the course we should ])ursue 
towards the retrieval of our late military disgrace, ami our final Avitlulrawal 
of our army from Affghanistan. It points out tlie conditions on wliieh 
we can sanction the continuance during the coining season of Major-Ge- 
neral Pollock’s force in the valley of Jellalahad, after he shall have pene- 
trated by force or by negociatioii the Khyber Pass. It discourages the 
expectation that Ma-jor-GeneraliiNott’s force, tlirough reinforced by that 
of Brigadier England, will, in consequence of the inefficiency of its field 
equipments, be able to effect much more than the relief of the posts of 
Kelat-i-Ghilzye and of Ghuznec, and the security of its own retirement to 
the Indus. To this letter is annexed a statement sliowing tlie strengtli 
and distribution of tlie Bvitish forces bejmnd the Indus and the Sutlej. 

21. Major Pawlhison has suggested the expediency of a plan for 
retaining our influence in Affghanistan even after our army is withdrawn 
from%he country, whicli consists in the separation of flic Cabool and 
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Candahar divisions of Shah Shooja’s dominions, and annexing the latter 
division to the possessions of Shah Kamran of Herat, but we have entire- 
ly discouraged this proposition ; and, indeed, we have no certain informa- 
tion tJiat the Shall Kamran has emancipated himself from the thraldom 
in which he was lately . lield by his minister, Yar Mahomed, a decided 
enemy of the British Government. 

22. We have judged it expedient and necessary to confer on Major- 
General Nott, or other senior officer s(‘rviiig with our armies in those 
countries, the command of all the troops in l.ower Affghanistaii and 
Sirido, and the control of the Political officers employed in those coun- 
tries and we have autlicirised him to take all such steps as he siiall deem 
necessary for the perfect equipment of his army. 

23. Mr. Clerk has announced his arrival at Amritsir, wliither he pro- 
ceeded to confer with Maharajah Shere Sing, on the state of the relalioiivS 
between the two countries, and the disposition and power of the Maha- 
rajah to afford ns useful military co-o})eration, and Mr. Clerk’s rc'port, 
wlien receis'cd, will ])robably enable ns to decide oii the niainttniauce of 
any force in the neighbourhood of Peshawur during the ensuing season, 
in case Major-General Pollock determines on not occupying the valh^y of 
Jellalabad. 

24. Dost Mahomed Khan has bmi removed from Sahariinpore to 
Deyra Doon, where he is securely guarded. 

25. By the inclosure No. 82 of tliis dispatcli. your Committee will 
perceive that Mr. CUerk now enteilains little doulit of tlie tn^aeliery and 
liostility of Shah Shooja, and thinks, that in cbiiscqiieiice there are 
grounds for considering the policy of the release of Dost Mahomed, with 
our countenance to his reciHery of hivS former imw<‘V in Atfghauistan. 

26. Having received infonmition that tlic guns intended for the 
Cabool magaziiu?, which liad been ])laced under convoy of the brigade 
which marched from Ferozepore towards Peshawur on the 4th of January 
hast, were sent on without ammunition, we called on the Military Board 
to submit an early and full explanation on this subject. 

27. In reply the Board stated, that the guns in question were sent in 
o>bedieiice to orders of the 31st March, 1841, to supply deficiencies in 
the Cabool magazine, and that consequently, they could not have expected 
to lie immediately available for field scrvicii, unless orders had been given 
to make them so, and such orders the Board remarked, could not have 
emanated from them, ignorant as they necessarily were of there being 
any intention of so employing the guns in question. The Board furtlier 
remarked, tliat altliQugh the guns referred to were necessarily incomplete, 
there were at the time of their quitting Ferozepore, four spare 9-pouiiders, 
and two spare 6-pounder amns completely equipped in every respect, and 
available for immediate s^i(;e in the dejjOt at that station. 

28. We caused a copy of the above correspenderice with the Military 
Board to be communicated to the , Commander-in-Chief, for his Excel- 
lency’s information, with reference lb the observations contained in the 
1 6th paragraph of our letter to your Honorable Committee of the 1 9t]i 
ultimo (No. 16,) a copy of this paragrapli havings been communicated to 
his Excellency. ‘ 

We have, &c., 

Ellen CORO UGii, W. W. Biuo, W. Caslmln^', ^ IL T. PniNscr. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Sinre the conclusion of this letter, we have received a dispatch from 
Mfyor-General Pollock, dated 6th instant, copies of wluch, and its inclo* 
sures, we transmit for your Committee’s information. 

The Major-General is looking anxiously for the arrival of the first 
division of the reinforcement on its way from India, considering the 
presence of Her Majesty’s 3rd Dragoons, which forms part of that 
division, calculated to inspire confidence into the Sepoys. The negotia- 
tions with the Khyberces were in progress, but Major-General Pollock 
did not anticipate from them any beneficial results. . 

Among the iiiclosures of tlie Major-Geiierars letters, are a copy and 
translation of a letter from Shah Shooja to the Governor-General, which 
we shall notice more fully hereafter, and copies of two letters from Majoiv 
General Sir Robert Sale, dated Jellalabad, March 1st, from which it will 
be seen that the desultory attacks of the force under Mahomed Akbar 
bad been hannless to the garrison, that forage was still with difficulty 
procurable beyond the walls, and that there were only tliirty-five days’ 
rations of meat for the European portion of the garrison, that the force 
under Mahomed Akbar was computed at l,t5()() horse, and 500 foot, and 
that they had suffered some loss from the fire of our guns. 

Among the inclosures of the Major-General’s dispatcli, will be found 
letters from Captain Maegregor, at Jellala])a(l, and Lieutenant J. Conolly, 
at Cabool. The former officer advises Lieutenant Conolly to keep aloof 
from all party politics kt Cabool, and to recommend to Colonel Palmer to 
hofel his post at Gliuznee as long as it is possible to do so. From Lieu- 
tenant Conolly’s letter it would appear, that dissension prevails among 
the chiefs at Cabool, and that the Shah was forming a party against the 
Bamkzye faction, and had among his own partisans the chief conspira- 
tors in the late insurrection. It was generally asserted and believed at 
Cabool, that the Shah instigated the insurrection ; and Lieutenant 
Conolly observes, — “ I have never been able to prove the accusation, 
though I cannot but think that Ilis Majesty was directly or indirectly the 
cause' of the revolution.” Accounts from Ghiiznee are alluded to, from 
which it would appear that Colonel Palmer is besieged in the citadel. 

We have this day received letters from the Commander-in-Chief, and 
from Mr. Clerk, copies of which are inclosed. 

The Commander-jn-Chief’s letter, of the 9th instant, gives cover to a 
copy of one addressed te his Excellency by Major-General Pollock, and 
dated the 3rd instant, in which that officer alludes to eircaunstawces of a 
painful nature, regarding the aversion evinced by some of the Native 
troops to going beyond the Khyber, that may have an influence in deter- 
mining the course which he will pursue. ^^lajor- General Pollock’s 
intention of waiting for his reinforcements b(‘fore attempting a forward 
movement, unless pressed by Sir Robert Sale to do so, remained 
unaltered. * 

Mr. Clerk writes from Amritsir, on the 6th Ibstant, that he had held 
a conference with the Maharajah, regarding the mode of co-operation of 
the Sikh and British forces assembled ne^ar Peshawur. The Durbar 
urges the necessity of slow and cautious proceeding, and that General 
Pollock should wait the arrival of his reinforceineiits, in which case the 
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force under Golaub Sing will certainly co-operate, and orders to tins effect 
have been addressed to Golaub Sing. Mr. Clerk had not thought it 
expedient yet to communicate to the Durbar the determination of the 
Dritish Government to evacuate Affghanistan. 

No. 175. — General Sir Jasper Nieolls to the Governor^ Gene rat 
of India in Council, 

Loodiana^ Ftd>niary 5, 1842. 

My Loud,- — I have the honor to acknoi^ledge the receipt yesterday 
evening of the express dispatch of the 26th ultimo from your Lordship 
in Council, and the inclosures therein mentioned. 

2. 1 shall be fully prepared, when Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment 
reaches Ferozepore, to detach a brigade of three corps of infantry, a 
troop of artillery, and such cavalry as your Lordship may direct, before 
the end of this month. 

3. Your Lordship having warned me of the imprudence of weakening 
our force too much in this quarter, I have directed that Her Majesty’s 
3rd Foot shall proceed to Mc^erut, instead of Cawnpore, to be joined at 
the former by the recruits. I am confident that this will contribute 
much to the restoration of this fine corps. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 

No. 176. — General Sir Jasper Nieolls to the Governor-- General 
of India in Council, 

Loodiana^ February 5, 1842. 

My Loro, — On the night of the 6th instant I had the honor to receive 
your Lordship’s dispatch of the 28th ultimo, directing me to inform 
Major-General Pollock and Nott, that they were not to receive any orders 
in future from Major-General Elphinstone, even if he should be released 
from his present confinement. 

2. The communication to Major-General Nott was sent in triplicate, 
ill this paper, to Major Outram, and it contained the concluding part of 
the second paragraph for his guidance. 

3. Two days since 1 directed the Adjutant-General to transmit for 
the information of your Lordship in Council a retuni of the force at 
Candahar on the 15th of December, which will be very nearly its present 
strength. 

4. At Mr. Clerk’s request I propose to send the Peshawur reinforce- 
ment in two divisions, the finst of which may, I think, cross over on the 
19th or 2()th instant. 

5. The senior officers will conduct tliem very well to Peshawur, I 
have no doubt, and when a junction may be effected, Colonel Dennie, of 
Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, will fall into the command of a 
brigade, which he so w^ll deserves. 

6. I have ordered Captain Codrington, of the Quarter-master-Gene- 
raVs department, to proceed with the troops colldbting at Ferozepore. 

I have, See,, 


J. Nicolls. 
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No. 177 . — General Sir Jasper Nicolls to the Governor^ General 
of India in Council, 

Loodiam^ February 8, 1842. 

My Lord, — Referring to the last passage of your Lordsliip in Coun- 
cil's letter of the 26lh ultim(^ I Ijeg to state that I think the raising the 
complement of the three Ghoorka corps, and the llurriana local battalion, 
to the present full complement of the regular regiments of infantry, is 
strongly to be recommended, the former in view to tlieir assistance in the 
plains, but more especially to*prcparc us for the possible consequences of 
the late conilict between the Sikhs and Chinese upon our northern fron- 
tier. 

I have directed the three levies authorized by tlie same dispatch to be 
raised, trusting, however, to your Lordship’s indulgence to remove them 
to stations nearer to Glide, if the ranks should not till speedily. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 


No. 178 . — Ge acral Sir Jasper Nicolh to the Governor'- General of 

India in Co fine IL 

Loodiana^ February 10, 1842* 

My Lord, — TJie rejiorts dated 2oth and 28th of January from Briga- 
dier Wild, wore transmitted to Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart, Secretary to 
Govermnent, l)y the Adjuiaut-Geiiei’al, on the 7tli instant, for submission 
to your Lordship iii Council. 

Supposing that cotiies have been made for the Political Department, 
and with nderence to them, T beg to inform your Lordsliip lhat I have 
directed Major-General Polloc^k to assemble a court conqiosed of three 
field othcers, ii‘ circuinstaiices will conveniently permit, to ascertain and 
report to what causes the deviation from the })lan of advance (by wliich 
350 bullocks laden with siqiplies were to accompan^the column) may be 
set down, and upon whom the blame should be laid. I ho])e this inquiry 
may not interrupt the harmony which should prevail, and have warned 
Ma.jor-Genoral Pollock accordingly. 

Brigadier Wild has not availed himself cd‘ the freedom from control 
with wliiiih 1 invested him, but considering the urgent orders at first, and 
appeals iifierwards transmitted by Sir Robert Sale, apd tlie o])iriions and 
advice of the Political Authorities at Peshawur, I am not disposed to 
censure an attempt to riiinibrcc and retain Ali Musjid in view to an 
early advance upon Jellalabad. 

I am now ajiprehensive that that part of my instructions which recom- 
mended the establisliment of two posts within the pass, and the employ- 
ment of one native regiment lor that purpose, is wholly impracticable ; 
and further that Sikh co-operation for that object will not be afforded. 

I regret exceedingly the loss of officers and heavy loss of men experi- 
enced in these nine day^' ; cattle, ammunition, and baggage luive also 
been abandoned most untowardly, for the thirst for plunder on the part 
of the Khyberees will inevitably increase from such succe««^*'« 
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Major-General Pollock was passing his guns over at Attock on the 3rd 
instant, and proposed to* precede tlie brigade, as soon as it had passed the 
corps encamped near the road, under the command of Rajah Golab 
Singh. 

I have, &c., 

J. NicollSi. 


No. 179 . — General Sir Jasper Nicolls to the Governor-General of 

India in CouneiL 

Loodiana^ Fehruarij 12 , 1842 . 

My Loud, — I have the honor to acknowledge tlie receipt, this morning 
of dispatcli No. 227, of the 2iid instant, referring to your Lordsbip’s 
former orders, and repeating them. 

2. My letters of the 81st January, oth and Bth instant, will have fully 
assured your Lordship in Council of the arrangements now in progress to 
comply with these orders. 

3. Her Majesty’s 3rd Dragoons will arrive at Ferozepore on the 17th 
instant. 

I liave, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 

No. 180. — The Governor- General of India in Connell to General 
Sir Jasper Nicolls, 

Fori William, February 24, 1842. 

Sir, — We transmit herewith, for your Excellency’s information, a copy 
of the instructions this day addressed to Major-General Pollock ; and as 
we may have to retain fbr an indefinite period a large force in the Pun- 
jab, we rely upon your Excellency’s exercising a close and constant vigi- 
lance, and issuing such ir^jinctions to all the subordinate authorities on 
whom your measures may depend, that this force wants for nothing, 
whether in the strength of its artillery, and the ammunitions of war, or in 
what regards the efficient direction of all its parts, or its health, its com- 
fort, its shelter, and its supplies. \ 

2. We avail ourselves of tliis opportunity to acknowledge the recei])t 
of your Excellency’s letters to the 31st January, 5th February, 8th (two), 
10th, 11th, and 12th February. These do not generally require any 
preset t notice from us ; but with respect to the succession of Co- 
lonel Dennie to the command of a brigade, we would express our satis- 
faction at his promotion, as wc have a high opinion of him as an able 
officer ; but as circumstances may for some time preclude him from 
assuming this command, we would suggest to your Excellency the expe- 
diency of a provisional arrangement, by the nomination of an officer who 
may be deserving of confidence, for the purpose. 

We have, &c., 

Auckland, W.W. Bird, W. Casement, II.T. J^rinsee. 
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No. 181.— -itfr. Maddock to Major-General Pollock. 

Fort William^ Fehrmry 24, 1842. 

Sir,— The great uncertainty which must attend all speculations formed 
at a distance from the scene of action on the probable course of events, 
military and political, with wliich you will have to deal, precludes the 
possibility of Government providing, by previous precise instructions, for 
many contingencies which may arise in your intercourse with parties 
within Afghanistan. The consideration of many important points may 
well be deferred till tliey come before Government with such illustration 
and suggestions as you, and the political ofBcers acting in concert and 
under you, may see reason to submit. There are others on which it 
would be satisfactory to you to be in possession of the general sentiments 
of Government as to the principles on which it would act, even though it 
may not be easy to lay down very precise rules for your guidance, and it is 
to provide you with such general instructions that 1 am now directed to 
address you. 

2. The Governor-General in Council has for some days, in order that 
lie might be enabled to prepare these instructions with greater certainty, 
awaited tlie recei[)t of the two despatches from Major Pottinger, the 
transmission of which was announced in Captain Maegregor’s letter of 
the 24th of Januarj^, but these papers have not been received, and his 
Lordship in Council does not deem it proper to admit of further delay in 
communicating his views to you. 

3. You will of course have been put in possession of the correspon- 
dence which has passed between Shah Shooja-ool-Moolk, and Captain 
Maegregor, and which was communicated to Government by tilaptain 
Mackeson in his letter to my address of the 27th*ultimo. Captain Mae- 
gregor has promised to reply to the Shah^s application for pecuniary aid 
as soon as lie may have received the orders of Government on the 
subject. 

4. On this point you will instruct Captain Maegregor to reply to the 
application, that the British Government, while it is yet disposed to wish 
well to the Shah personally, can afford no pecuniary aid to him, when 
there is no assurance that such aid would not be employed in hostilities 
against ourselves, and when our subjects are detained as captives in his 
country. 

5. As to the past and present conduct of Shah Sliooja, and as to our 
future relations with him, the Governor-General in Council is not in 
possession of sufficient facts to enable him now to decide, though he 
holds it to be clear, that having accepted a position as head of the 
Government at Cabool, with the direct support and assistance of the 
parties principally concerned in the attacks on the British force, the strict 
obligations of the treaty by which the British Government was connected 
with the Shah, must be eouvsidered to have ceased. 

6. It appears probable that overtures may also be made to you by 
Mahomed Akbar Khan, in which case you will bear in mind that this 
person is the reputed murderer of Sir William Macnaghten, and a promi- 
nent member of the league against the Britisli ascendency. Doubts have 
indeed been raised of the fact of Mahomed Akbar having assassinated 
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the Envoy, and till his Lordship in Council can learn more of the facts 
of the case, he can form no final judgment on that head. 

7. But whatever doubts may exist on that point, it is believed that 
ther^ can be none of Mahomed Khan’s having pursued a course of contin- 
ued treachery, and the prosecution of measures which had for their 
object the destruction of our troops and the captivity of our officers, 
whose lives have probably only been saved in order to afford him an 
advantage in ^ his future negociations with us : and tlie whole of his 
conduct is thougtit to have been such as to discourage you by all means 
from entering into any negotiation with him if it can be avoided. 

8. llespectiiig the past conduct both of Shah Shooja and MalioiiHMl 
Akbar Klian, and the objects and proceedings of all parties principally 
concerned in the late transactions, you will turn your immediate attention 
to the necessity of obtaining a clear view of facts, not more for your own 
iiiunediate guidance than for the information of Government. You may 
be compelled by circumstances to act on some points on your own judg- 
ment, without waiting for instructions. In such case you will be careful 
not to commit your Government to any positive course or plan of policy, 
on which its sentiments have not been communicated to you. 

9. You are aware that the Governor-General in Council does not 
contemplate any great effort in the present season for the re-occupation 
of A%haiustari. It is for you to consider how far it may be prudent to 
allow a resolution to this effect to become more generally known. It may 
be of importance, with a view to the objects which we should seek to 
attain, that our policy in this resjuK't should be kept most secret. On 
the otfier hand, the knowledge that we do not propose to return as 
principals to Afiglianistan, might disarm some of the opposition which 
would otherwise be made to those objects. His Lordship in Council 
woidd lean to the opinion that it may not be prudent at present to 
disclose in any m^ner our probable eventual purposes ; but this is a 
matter for the exercise of your judgment. 

10. You will soiisider it one of the first objects of your solicitude to 
procure the release of British officers and soldiers, and their families and 
private servants and followers, who are held in captivity, and their deli- 
very to you or to other British officers, at Peshawur, or other certain 
place of safety. The means of effecting this object must l)e left a good 
deal to your own discretion ; your efforts will be cordially seconded by 
Mr. Clerk, and all other British fuii(!tionarics, and your success may 
probably be best secured rather by reserve and delay than by ai)parent 
eagerness and ready expenditure, as any such eagerness would be likely 
to increase the difficulty, fjy encouraging extravagance in the demands of 
those who hold these unfortunate persons in confinement. 

1 1. Mr. Clerk will be instructed to state to you without delay, his 
view as to the most proper and prudent means for pursuing this end, 
and you are authorised at once to give effect to tlie recommendations 
which he may offer to you, if they should meet with your concurrence. 
It appears to his Lordship in Council that arrangements for the purpose 
would most expediently be made, not through your direct official agency, 
but through private channels, such as Hindoo bankers and merchants, 
and other classes among the Affglians ; and that all consideration for the 
release of any parties should be given only after these parties had been 
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brought in security to British posts at Peshawar, or elsewhere on this 
side of the mountains. 

12. His Lordship in Council is aware of the likelihood of private 
agency and pecuniary means being applied directly or indirectly to tliis 
end for the release of particular individuals. Mr. Clerk and yourself^ 
and the officers subordinate to you, will do well to watch such proceedings 
with care, so as to further them with judgment, and without augmenting 
the difficulty of procuring a general release of the prisoners, by the 
natural anxiety of parties to obtain the enlargement of their own friends 
by expending very large sums for that purpose. 

13. Tiie release of the widow of the late Envoy will be an object of 
prominent care and interest, though his Lordship in Council must look 
ratlier to the ultimate possibility of some general arrangement, than 
to any partial release of individuals ; and witli respect to the rescue 
of the prisoners generally, the discouragement to negotiation with Maho- 
med Akbar Khan might be so far modified as to admit of some conipc- 
tetit officer treating with him, or witli an agent on his part, for their 
delivery, if this can be effected without stipulation for the surrender 
of Dost Mahomed Khan ; for that, you must be ^^ware, is a proposition 
which you could not entertain as a part of a scheme for the exchange 

persons held in detention, though if the state of things should appear 
to justify and require it, you would be authorised to speak of his release 
as an event which, under various contingencies of circumstances, might 
not he altogether impossible. Such a metisure must be regarded as one 
of important state i)olicy, and to be deliberately determined by the 
Government upon considerations affecting duly the general well-being and 
advantage of the empire. 

14. On the whole', you will understand tliat the great present object 
of your proceedings in Peshawar, is beyond the safe withdrawal of the 
force at Jellalabad, that of watching cvcaits, of keeping up such communi- 
cations as may be admissible with the several i)arties who may acquire 
power in the northern portion of Afigliauistaii, of committing yourself 
permanently with itone of these parties, but also of declaring positively 
against none of them, while you are collectiug the most accurate informa- 
tion of their relative strength and purposes for report to the Government, 
and pursuing the moasun's which you may find in your power, fur 
procuring the safe return of our troops and peojde detained beyond the 
K'hyber Pass. 

15. In your intercourse with Rajah Golub Sing, and other Sikh 
officers at T^eshawur, you should on all occasions observe a tone as conci- 
liatory as possible, giving to them the consideration due to their rank 
and independent authority ; but you will not require or rely upon the aid 
of the Sikhs, excepting on occasions when you may deem them perfectly 
trust-worthy, and for purposes towards the accomplishment of wliieli you 
may consider such aid essential. On thi^j head, as on all points connected 
with parties and proceedings within the Lahore dominions, you may 
always rely on the judicious advice of Mr, Clerk. 

16. You will be particularly cautious to avoid, and yet more to 
repress in others, any indication which may lead to the adoption of a 
violent tone of national and religious animosity against the Affghans, such 
as in some of the correspondence of Captain Mackeson, his Lordship in 
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Council has seen with regret to have been very injudiciously adopted ; 
and with reference to allusions which have been made to the transfer of 
Jcllalabad to the Sikhs. I am desired to inform you that the British 
Government could not be parties, actively co-operating in that measure. 
Such a scheme would ])e of doubtful expediency, even if we withdraw 
our own force from Peshawar, and his Lordship in Council apprehends 
that none of the Sikh leaders would be found in any haste to adopt it. 
Should we wdthj^iw from Peshawur, his Lordship in Council wmuld not, 
liowevcr, interfcW in any way to prevent tlie Sikh Government from 
fir)l]owing tlie course which it might think the best for itself in the main- 
tenance, or the extension, of its boundaries in that quarter. 

17. Th(? Governor-General in Council continues to regard with very 
great anxiety the position of the British garrison of Ghuznee. He will 
not relinquish the hope tliat on the opening of the season efforts may 
pi)ssil)ly be made from Candahar, either for the support of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Palmer and liis troops in the maintenance of their post, or facili- 
tate tlieir retirement in that direction. But unless there should be an 
(‘arly dissolution of the confederacy of the hostile chiefs, this does not 
appear jirobable, and ymi should on your side omit no exertion to open 
a 1 ‘ommiuiicatioii with Colonel l^ilmer. In tliis respect the Sikh Govern- 
ment and officers might allbrd us. the greatest assistance, by the CiUrivey- 
aiice of our letters through the Gahree Pass, and even by demonstrations, 
and the advance of a body of their own troops to support the retreat of 
(.'olonel Palmer, if he is enabled to hold out till the return of Spring, 
and resolves to attempt retiring by that route. Mr. Clerk will not have 
Diiled to take advantage of the return of some of the Lohanee merchants 
from Hindoostun, to open through them a communication with Colonel 
Palmer. 

I have, &c., 

T, 11. Haddock. 


No. 182, — Major-General FoUoek to Mr, Maddock. 

Peshawur t February 11, 1842. 

Sir, — T have the honor to forward a letter from Captain Ferris, 
voinmandirig the corps of Jezailchees, to the address of Captain Macke- 
son, also one from the latter officer to my address. The fidelity of the 
men of this corps has been severely tried, and their devotion to the 
British interests, under very peculiar and trying circumstances, has been 
fully proved. I therefore trust that Government will sanction the 
measure which I liaA c authorized, of granting a donation equivalent to 
one month’s pa^ and which has been strongly recommended by Captains 
Ma(‘,keson and Ferris. 

I hop(^ to derive good service from these men in going through the 
Khyber Pass ; their arms are on an equality with those of the enemy, 
while the musket is less sure in its aim, and does not carry so far. As 
there are now only 187 men, I liave authorj^ped Cai)taiii Ferris to 
entertain men who can be depended upon by the Native Commandant, to 
complete the corps to 300 men. TTiis is, of course, only a temporai*y 
arrangement, and has reference solely to the prospect of an advance 
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through the Kliyber Pass. I shall, therefore, be glad, with reference 
tliereto, to be favoured with the intentions of Government towards this 
corps. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock, 

No, 183 , — Captam Mackeaon to Major-General Pollock, 

PeshawiiVy J^etruary 9 , 1842 . 

Sm, — I have the honor to submit for your consideration a letter to my 
address, of this date, from Captain Ferris, relative to the disposal ( f the 
detachment of Jezailchees remaining under his command. 

I had the lionor of stating to you in conversation, ii few daj^s ago, the 
meritorious manner in which the detachments of Jezailchees, whether 
with our troops at Cabool, or with our troops at Jellalabad, or when 
escorting Captain Ferris and his party from Peshbulak into Peshawur, 
had conducted themselves, and I expressed my opinion, with reference to 
them, that it would be for the interest of Government to reward . these 
men for their past services, in order to attach them to t he service, and 
induce others of the same class to servti us. Captain Ferris's request 
that an arrears due to the detachment with him should be immediately 
paid up, and a month’s gratuity be further allowed to each grade, appears 
to me reasonable. There is no doubt, also, tliat a body of 300 Jezail- 
ckees would be of great use to our ft)rce in passing through Khyber. 

An order from you would be necessary to enable me to advance to 
Captain Ferris the sums due for arrears to his men, and the gratuity, on 
liis furnishing abstracts and receipts. 

1 have, 3cc., 

F. Mackeson. 

No. 184 . — Captain Perns to Captain Mackeson, 

February 9, 1842. 

Sir, — As you are acquainted with the services in which different 
detachments of the Regiment of Jezailchees, under my command, have 
lately been engaged, and can speak as to the manner in which these 
detachments have done their duty, I shall esteem it a favor if you will 
take the wishes of 31ajor-GeneraJ Pollock, C.B., with regard to the 
future disposal of the detachment that now remains under my command. 

2. This deta<diment consists of 1 Native Commandant, 1 Native 
Captain, 6 Jemadars, 6 Naib Jemadars, .22 Havildars, 15 Naicks, 5 
Buglers, 5 Blieestees, 5 Ferashes, and 187 Sepoys. 1 have jezails for 280 
men, including those you have made up, and which have not yet been 
issued to the regiment. 1 propose with General Pollock’s sanction, to 
increase the detachment to ’ 300 strong, with a view of making use of 
their service in advancing through Khyber. 

3. I would also suggest, with reference to the services performed by 
the detachment at present with me that all arrears due to them should be 
at once paid up, and, further, that, in order to show that their fidelity 
and services are appreciated by our Government, and to encourage a 



continuance of the same devotion to our service in this class (rf men, that 
a gratuity of one month’s pay sliould be allowed to each grade* 

4. Lieutenant Lukin, my former Adjutiint, having tendered his 
resignation, and Captain Gerrard, my second in coiniriand, being absent 
at Jellalabad, it will be necessary, in tlie event of the detachment being 
increased, that an ofiicer should be appointed under me. 

5. The men will require to be distinguished by some dress, and 1 
would suggCJ^t that a brown-coloured shirt of cotton, and a skull-cap, 
should be supplit^d at the expense of Govermneut, the cost of which 
would probably be about 2 a‘. per man. 

6. 1 shall also re(piir<^ powder and lead, to make up ammunition, 
together with native pouches, and about 4000 dints. 

I have, &c., 

J. Ferius. 


No. 18o. — Major-G oner ill Pollock to JSIr. Maddovk, 

Peshaivury February 12, 1842. 

SiK, — T hoped by this dale to have been able to report, for the infor- 
mation of Government, my intention of moving forward immediately, but 
unforeseen circumstances have occurred, and which are likely to delay 
any active operations, thought hope not long. 

1 left General McCaskill’s brigade three marches on the other side of 
the Attock, in the expectation of rea(‘hing Pesliuwnir the following day, 
but on my arrival at Indus, 1 found the Sikh troops encamped on the left 
hank under Rajali Golab Sing, accoinpcanied by the prince, and the road 
on the right bank was (xxaipied by the four Nujeeb battalions, who had 
so shamefully retired on the occasion of Brigadier Wild’s advance. I 
was thus coin[>elled to remain at Attock until the Sikh troops moved 
away, which was effected after many urgent messages from Captain 
Lawrence, who had Joined the Sikh camp with the view of hastening 
tlu»ir advance to Pesliawur. As the British troops arrived on the day 
the Sikh troops marched, I remained with the former to hasten them 
across the Inttis. W'^e unfortunately had very heavy rain, but I crossed 
tlx? whole and marched to Akora on the 4th. The next morning (the 
Ml) 1 again left the camp, and proceeded to Pesliawur with Captain 
Lawrence, wlio returned again to the Sikh camp on the 6th. Tlie day 
after my arrival, 1 was much concerned to hear from Brigadier Wild that 
the number of sick in his brigade amounted to about 1,000 men. I 
proceeded the next morning to camp, visited all the hospitals, to endeavour 
to ascertain from the surgeons the probable cause : several were sug- 
gested, such as the snow water, the attah, the inclemency of the weather, 
and the effects of the late exposure at Ali Musjid, I attribute it chiefly 
to the weather at tliis season, which is cold, with constant rain. I have 
ordered a special medical committee to assemble and report’ on the sub- 
ject, for I regret to say that the number of caa«s now amounts to more 
than 1,800 ; the disease, dysentery and diarrhtea. It is, however, satis- 
factory to know that no case has been fatal, and that almost the whole of 
them are slight, and I have little doubt of the complaint disappearing 
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'"almost ontirely when the weather becomes less severe. In the meantime 
1 have requested of Captain Mackeson to endeavour to procure for all 
the men the worsted gloves and stockings which I understand from 
Captain Ponsonby were granted to the other troops arriving .here. I 
consider it the more desirable that these articles should be given to the 
men, as the late affairs in which they have been engaged, have from some 
mismanagement or want of proper arrangement after Brigadier Wild was 
%vounded, proved severe and trying. I shall visit tlieir hospitals frequently, 
and by adding in any way to their comforts, show that 1 feel an interest 
in them. There has been some unjdeasant feeling among them, which T 
hope has entirely subsided. 

The Sikh troo])s, under Rajah Golab Sing, have not yet arrived, and I 
fear from tlie very unnecessary delay which lias been made since I ffrst 
met them at Attock, that I can expect little, indo<"d no aid, from them ; 
it is unfortunate that it should be so, but it is better that I slioiild expect 
no aid rather than depend upon receiving it and afterwards be disappoint- 
ed. The number of trooi)s which I have now fit for duty, exclusive of 
cavalry, is scarcely equal to tli(‘ strength of BrIgadicT Wild's brigade 
before I arrived. I could hot therefore hope to advance and kc(’]) o])en 
my communication withPesIiawur. Tldis is (piite evident from tlie circum- 
stance of the oominuidciitioii being entirely cut oil' Ixitween All ?viusjid 
and Pesliawur, while two regiments held posscssi<)ii of tiie foniuM* ]i]a/‘e, 
and the otlicr two regiments were at tin* of pass. IF, as 1 am 

led to expect from his Exci.'lleiicy the Coimnnnder'in-Chier, another 
brigade, including the 31st Queen’s, and the 3rd Dragoons, is now on its 
march to join me, I shall have no difficulty in advaiH ing, for I fully ex- 
pect that the sickness which now exists will cease as tlie wc'ather beccancs 
milder. 1 have every reason to believe that with n ff>r(*e of about I (),()()() 
men (which they would be if the expected brigade joins in time), 1 sliouM 
be able to reach Jellalabad almost without o})j)()sition. The chieds of 
Lalpoora and Ghoosta are willing to and desirous of aiding us, if w e 
advance wdtli a force sullicient to command n^spex t, and the same may 
perhaps be said of the Sikhs ; but unless the fence? is formidable', and wo 
are able to make our way and keep o})cn the ce)inmmiici!tie)n, the tribes 
between this and Jellalabad will ne>t endy not aid ns, will feel eom- 
pfillejd to act offensivcl}^ to save themselves from the vnige^anee? of tlie^ 
Cabe)ol authemtie's wdienever we may withdraw from the country. The 
chief of Ghoosta has written a letter, a translatie)n of which 1 incle)sc ; he 
has hitherto been friendly, and will no doubt continue so while we are in 
force. The late Lalpoora chief is still here, and feels fully confident of 
being able to regain Ids authority whenever we advance in sufficient num- 
bers. Ill the event of 8ir II. Sale requiring aid before any n'inforceirieiit 
joins me, 1 should not hesitate to make every exertion to join him ; but 
as we are in communication, I do not expect any sudden or unexpected 
caU from him ; he is, by tin? last accounts, w'cll supplied for a montli. 
Aii Musjid is still in possession of tlie enemy. T luive made particular 
inquiry about it, aud as I find it is comuiaiided by two hills, I anticipate 
no difficulty in retaking^it, which I propose doing whenever I advance. 

1 have, 8:c., 

G. PoLrocK. 
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No. 186. — Mr, MadcJock to Major-General Pollock. 

Fort William^ March I, 1842. 

Sm,— Tour disputcli of tlio 12tli ultimo, datod from Pesliawur, lias 
this day b(*ea received and submitted, togctUor with its inelosures, to the 
Govenior-Geriend in Council. 

2. Your statement of the extent of sickness prevailing in Brigadier 
Wild’s (iainj), has been perused with deep regret by his Lordsldp in 
Council, llis Lordship trusts, however, that the disease is owing to 
llie causes to which you chiefly attribute it, and entirely approves of the 
judicious measures adojited by you of directing a spi^cial medical com- 
mittee to rejiort upon the subject, and indulges the ho])e you hav<- 
intimated, that the prevalent complaint will disappear when the weatlu r 
becomes less severe. 

d. Your (umduct is likewise on tirel}^ approved, in reipiesting Ca])t:iin 
Mackeson to procure for the men w^orsted gloves and stockings. I an* 
directed to expn^ss the most anxious desire', on the }>art of his J^ordsh'^]) 
in Council, tliat evx'ry measure sliould at all times be taken for scMun'ing 
the ('fliciency and comfort of the troops, whose gallantry and perseverance, 
under mucli diliiculty, have caused their admiration, and eoinmaud tlu'ir 
eonfideiicc^ ; and this you will not fail to make known to them. 

4. I am direcU'd to impress upon you the necessity of acting, with 
concentrated forces, and of avoiding the risk of failure from attempting 
any important operation with inadequate means. The Governor-Genera! 
in Council is happy to perceive that you pro])()sed to act on this principle, 
and that you rely on the eifect of an advance with overpowering forces 
as likely to diminish, very greatly, tlic opposition which might otherwise' 
be offered to your prognyss ; and his Lordship in Council looks forw'ard 
to tlu‘ junction of the reiiiforeeuients now on their way to join you, as 
placing you in a posture of strength 'which 'would insure the success of 
}our opt'rations. 

G. You will be aware of tlie great importauee of leaving lu) elfort 
untried to keep opem your communication with Major-General Sir B. 
Sale, by which that olhcer may become avrare of 3 a>ur inUmtions and 
inoveiTKmtvS. 

6. 1 am directed to add, that notliing in this disjjatcJi is inteaidcd to 

vary the tenor of your former instructions, as far as relates to tlie ulterior 
objects of your advance. 

I have, &(*., 

T. II, Maudock. 


No. 187. — Major-General Pollock to JJeut,- Colonel Lnardy 
Military Secretary to the Commander-in- Chief, 

Fcsliaicury February ItJ, 1842. 

Sir, — I luive the honor to acknowledge the receij)t of your letter, 
dated 5th instant, containing copies of two -para^raplis of a dispatch from 
the Governor-General in Council. 

I have already informed his Excellency llie Commauder-in-Chief 
how desirable it is that I should be reinforced, before I attempt the 
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passage of the Khyber ; with the additional ’ troops mentioned in your 
letter, I sliould expeet little or no opposition : if, therefore, I can 
wait for their arrival, I certainly will do so, but it is of the very 
utmost importance that there should not be a day’s delay, as the Norooz 
will be in less than forty da|NS, and that is the time at which troops may 
be expected to collect. There is also another important considera- 
tion with regard to Sir R. Sale’s force, whicli is, that tliey are without 
money. I have spoken to (hiptain Mackesoii just now on this subject, 
and be (most zealous in the cause) will endeavour to cflfect a remittance, 
though the chances are much against its success. 

If Sir R. Sale can hold out till 1 reach him with the reinforcement, I 
shall not move till it arrives ; but if, on the otlier hand, his supplies fail 
him, and he is compelled to retreat, 1 shall consider that I act in con- 
formity to the wishes of his Ekcelhaicy the Commander-in-Chicf and of 
the Government in moving forward to aff'ord him all tlui aid in my 
power. I hope, this latter course may not be necessary, for in that case 
wc shall be strongly opposed. 

I mention these particulars, in order that his Excellency may know 
how I understand tlie instructions I have r(*ceivcd : also tiuit lie may be 
fully aware of the urgent necessity of pushing on tlie troops now in 
progress without a day’s delay. 

I liave, &c., 

Geoucje Pollock. 


No. 188. — Major'-Gvucral Pollovh io Mr, Maddock, 

Peahawur, Fehmary 16, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to forward hcrewitli co})y of a letter received 
by Captain iVIa(;kesori, from Captain Maegregor, dated Ttli instant, from 
which it will a])i)ear that at .lellalabad they had three months’ supj)ly of 
atta, and bhoosa for about one month. Since the rec(4pt of Captaiii 
Maegregor s letter I liavc seen a letter from Captain Cunningham, at 
Jellalabad, dated 11th instant, who says they have four months’ atta. 
Captain Maegregor’s information is, perhaps the most correct of the two. 
He (the latter) si)eaks with confidence of their bciiig able to defend 
themselves against the whole of the Affghan force — so long as their 
ammunition and food lasts. Captain Cunningham’s letter mentions that 
the ammunition amounts to 200 rounds per man, which is more than we 
at present have witli this force. We are now endeavouring to send 
money to Captain Maegrc'gor, and I liavc reason to believe that, through 
Captain Mackeson’s exertions, the scheme will succeed. If so, Captain 
Maegregor will be able to i>urehase food foi* tlie cattle, and thus render it 
unnecessary for me to advance until reinforced. 

I wrote yesterday again to Sir Robert Sale, to say that, in the event of 
his considering my immediate advance imperatively called for to aid him, 
I will do so, though I know that every foot of ground will be contested ; 
but that, if he can hold out with safety till the reinforcements in progress 
arrive, I will wait for them. I have already, in my letter dated 12th 
instant, informed you tliat the sick and wounded amount to 1,800, 
reducing thereby my numbers much below what was contemplated by 
Government, when, in their dispatch, dated 31st ultimo, to his Excellency 
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ilje Commander *iii-Chief, they allude to my advancing with the force 
now here. 

The unfortunate affliirs at Ali Musjid, where four regiments were 
employed, show the impracticability of keeping open the pass with a 
small force, even for the short distance of eig)^ or ten miles. Were I to 
advance now, with the force I have disposable, I conclude I slioiild be 
able to force the pass, and reach Sir Robert Sale ; but I require 271,542 
rounds, to eomjilete the force here to 200 rounds per man. As I 
advanced, the co^nnunicatiou with my rear would be entirely closed. I 
should also bo advancing with a very limited quantity of ammunition for 
small arms, wliich Sir Robert Sale would be in want of. 

That 1 could force my way to Sir Robert Sale with the force I at 
present have available 1 iuive no doubt, though it must be attended with 
loss, and a considerable expenditure of ammunition, which J can ill aflbrd ; 
for 1 shall not be able to conq)lete the force here to 200 rounds per man 
until the arrh al of Captain Todd’s detachment, which may be ex})ected 
on or abo\it the 2iul proximo. J cannot say wlien the next brigade may 
arrive, but whenever they do, if I sliall have advanced, and they follow, 
tJiey will in like maimer have to force the }>ass, thus causing a double loss 
and a double expenditure of ammunition ; indeed, witli only three 
regiments of rnfantry, the}' would hnd it difheult to make their way. It 
therelbre appears to me that, unless called nj)on by Sir Robert Sale, 1 
shall act up to tlie spirit of the Government instru(‘iioiis, and tliose of his 
Excellency the Commaud(ir-in-Chief, in not dividing the force. When 
tlie whole force is assembled, and 1 reach Jelhilabad, J cannot doubt that, 
should an opportunity offer, our military siq)eriority would enable me to 
meet any number of the enemy ; but, uuh.'ss 1 Jim enabled, through 
iieguciation, or by means ol* tlie Sikh troops, to keep open tlie Khyber 
Pjiss, after I liave advanced, my position at Jelhilabad would not be 
judicious. 

1 do not anticipate such a dilemma, for some imgociations arc already 
going on with tlie Auruckzyi^ tribe, who liave on our behalf already 
attacked the Afrecd(K*s, jmd taken some of their stronghohfs. I cannot 
at present say how ilic feuds between the two tribes may termimite ; but 
it iiolds out a prospect that before very long tlie passage of the Khyber 
may be o})en to us. 

'Hie Rajah Gohiub vSing, accompanied by the Prince, reached Peshawur 
th(^ day before yesterday. I exjiected to have had an interview with the 
Rajah yesterday, also to-day ; but it has rained incessantly, and no hour 
could be fixed. 

1 liave, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 189. — Major- G funeral Pollock to Mr, Maddoch, 

Peshaiour, Fehmary 18 , 1842 . 

SiK, — I have the honor to inclose a letter from Captain Mackeson to 
my address, forwarding a translation of a letter irom his Majesty Shah 
Shooja to Captain Maegregor. 

2. It may be necessary at some future time to prove the innocence, 
or otherwise, of the Shah, and with reference to Captain Mackeson’s 
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letter I would observe, tliat the faet of' Major Pottinger still considering 
(after the murder of Sir William Maciiaghten) that the Bala Hissar was 
open to our troops, is strongly in favor of the Shah’s innocence. 

3. I have also the honor to inclose a translation of a letter from the 
Maliks of the Afreedees ; their object in sending this letter is to endea- 
vour to ascertain out ultimate intentions. In answer to it, I propose 
sending a copy of the notification made by the Right Honorable the 
(/overnor-General in Council, when the disastrous fate of the Cabool 
troops was received. 

4. If the Afreedees, or indeed any other tribe, sii])pose that we go 
to JelJalabad only to relieve tlie force there, or to strike one blow and re- 
tire, tlu'.y v/111 lose no time in closing an alliaii(*e with Mahomed Akbar 
Khan, whose vengeanee they would know must fall on them immediately 
wo gave up ail connexion with the country. 

5. TJie more 1 refi<'ct on the means at my disposal, and on the na- 
tural difficulties of tlie ground, the more I am convinced- of the necessity 
of entering into arrangements with some of the tribes occupying tlie 
Kliyber Pass. Even witli posts of iny own troops, 1 could not cousid(.T 
my conimunicatioTi tlirougli the Pass us secure, unless some such arrange- 
ment is made ; witliout It I might find myself at or in advance of Jellala- 
bad, entirely dependent on tlie country round mo, for money, ammunition, 
and supplies. 

6. A negotiation is now on foot with the Aurukzyes, and I earnestly 
hope that it will end in a satisfactory understanding between us and the 
tribes, who have the greatest inllueiice in the Khylier. 

1 have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 190. — Major-General PuUoch to ]\lr, Maddock, 

Peahav'ur^ February 18, 1842. 

Sir, — AVith reference to my letter dated J Itli instant, on the subject 
of the corps of Jezailchees under tlie command of Captain Perris, 1 have 
considered it desirable to authorize Ca])tain Ferris to recruit till his 
corps is 400 strong. Had 1 been aware that his Excellency the Corn- 
inaiidcr-in-Cliief had already authorized Brigadier Wild to ri'cruit for 
tliis corps, I slionld in my former letter have proposed 400 as the strength 
of the corps, and I trust the Government will sanction this additional 
increase, as 1 hope to derive great assistance from tliem in passing 
through the Kliyber. 

I Iiave, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 191. — Mr, Maxldoch to Major-General Pollock, 

Fort William^ March 7, 1842. 

Sir, — I am directed 1^ tlie Right Honorable the Govern or- General 
of India in Council, to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch of the 
18th ultimo, reporting that you had authorized Captain Ferris to recruit 
his Jezailcliee corps to the strength of 400 men, and in reply to inform 
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you that your procoedhigs on this occasion have been approved l>y liis 
Lordship in Council. 

I liave, 8cc., 

T. IT. MABDOCIi- 

No. 192. — M(rjor--G<mrml Pollock to il/r. Maddoch, 

Feshairur, Fehmary 21, 1842. 

SiR) — Tlie letters from Captain Maegregor adv»>(‘ate my advan(*o, but 
I have already stated to Goveriiinent my reasons for deeming such a 
measure unadvisable at tfie presmit moment, and I do not see snfhcient 
cause to make me change that opinion from tlie arguments brouglit f or- 
ward by (hiptaiu Maegregor in the second of the inclosed letters. 

There is no one chief at CahooLor near Jellalahad, who ap])ears to 
poss(?ss snpre\ne power, and all parties are at varianex'. A well -organized 
advance from Cai)ool is tliereforc very nidikcdy, and I consider that the 
declaration of Mahomed Akbar Khan’s intention of attacking .lellalabad 
is niade merely to keep the eyes of the tribes tixed on liiin. 

lie recpiires some siudi declaration to ])revent his sinking into insig- 
nificance, and is (to us{i Captain Maegregor’s words) ‘‘without infiuence, 
means, or character to assemhle a lbr<*e strong enough’’ to attack ns, 

2. My amniunitioii is, I have already stated, defi(*ient, and the siipply 
wdiicli is vn rofitc, cannot arrivt^ here until l!u‘ 2iid proximo ; an advance 
without it would be liazard<ms in the extreme, and in tin*, nuMm time, I 
sliall have answers from Captain Ma.cgreg(»r to letters which 1 have sent 
to him, in wliich I clearly explain the causes ot my det<n]tion. 

My sick are daily decreasing ; to-day th(‘ iiui))i)er is 12S9, and this is 
a very important point. 

Tlie Afreedees liave made overtures, and the negotiation w'ith them 
and the Anriikzyes promises to end in a satisfaclory adjustment, which 
J have stated to he in my opinion necessary, evam if 1 now iiad all my 
reinforcements and su})plies, and ammunition. 

For those reasons J have (handed to hall until my ammunition arrives, 
unless the safihy of Jtdlalabad calls for my advance. 

3. From Gem^ral Sir U. Sale’s ineinoriUidum J have made an abstract 
t of the ])resent static (d* his force on the 1 Hh of Felnaiary, and entered 

it liere. 


Cavalry ...... 

Eflective. 

. 241 

Sick. 

21 

Artilhiry . . . . 

. 171 

11 

Sappers ...... 

. 304 

4d 

Euroj)ean Infantry 

. 719 

30 

Native Infantry . . . . 

. 83cS 

48 

Total 

2,273 

Idd 

Provisions for European soldiers 

Half rations for natives and sepahis 
Barky for cavalry and artillery 

Forage for all animals 

Days. 

70 

70 

2d- 

. •. 80 


’•‘Sir Robert Sale reports that he is short 

of ammunition and lead. 


B B 
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It will observed in tliis officer s letter, that he says he could not add to 
the resources detailed, “ even if he had money this is a most unfortu- 
nate circumstance. I have within the last three days sent them in coin 
3,000 rupees (three thousand). 

I earnestly hope that this sum will enable them to lay in forage for 
their cattle, for Captain Macgregor, who must be better able to judge, 
does not confirm Sir R. Sale’s assertion, and urges us to send money. 

4. If after the arrival of the detachment of the 33rd Native Infantry 
with my ammunition, (about the 2nd proximo,) the letters from Captain 
Macgregor and Sir R. Sale should still urge me to advance as iinj)erative 
for their safety, T shall not be able to refuse compliance, though I see 
plainly the many strong objections to my doing so under other circum- 
stances, until 1 liave all my reinforcements. 

These objections are to me so numcTous and imj)ortant, that nothing 
but the fear of losing the fort and garrison of Jellalabad could induce me 
to overcome them. 

5. I had a long interview with Rajah Golab Sing yesterday ; nothing 
was decided ; the particulars shall l)e forwarded to you to-morrow. 

I have, &c. 

G EOKG K POLLOC Iv . 

No. 193. — Major-General Polloch to Mr, Maddoeh 

, l^esliaiL'ur, February 23, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to fc»rward an al^stract of a conversation which 
took place with Rajah Golab Sing on the 20th instant, and which is by 
no means satisfactory. I coiilcss I have no expectation of any assistance 
from the Sikh troo[>s. 

The number of sick, which at one time ainounted in Brigadier Wild’s 
force to 1,800, is now 1 am happy to say reduced to 1,289. The weather 
lately has become more moderate, and tlie men are recovering last. 

I herewith transmit also copy of a h'tter from Captain Macgregor, 
dated Kith instant ; also translation of a French letter from Major- 
General Sir R. Sale of the same date. 

1 regret to state Captain Tibbs, with the4,00,0(X) rounds of aininuiii-^ 
tion, has made four halts on aecount of rain. 1 did hope tliat 1 might 
hsLve been able to advance with the bi-igade lately ordered, but Irom Sir 
R. Sale’s last letter, and the several delays that ]>ave taken phu'e in the 
advance of the brigade, 1 now consider it almost hopehiss, though it would 
have a most beneficial efii'ct. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 194. — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Camp, Peshanmr, February 24, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to inclose a copy and translation of a letter 
from Major-General Sir^'R. Sale, K.C.B., dated Jellalabad, February 19. 
The original of this letter is also forwarded, as there are some words iu 
it which it is impossible to decipher with certainty. 
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I have also the honor to forward copy a letter from Captain 
Macgregor, of the same date. The cossids who brought these letters 
assert that the damage done to the town and fortifications of Jellalabad 
was trifling as compared to that in Mahomed Akbar’s camp at Chanbagh 
and in all the district of Ningraliar, and T therefore hope that the enemy 
will be employed in repairing his own losses, and thereby prevented from 
taking advantage of ours. 

2. In all niy late letters to your address I liave dwelt on the numer- 
ous and strong objections wliich exist to iny advancing without my rein- 
forcements ; but it is impossible for me to withstand these repeated calls 
for assistance from Jellalabad, and should they now be continued, I must 
advance so soon as I can make arrangements, after I have received my 
ammunition from the detachment of the 33rd Native Infantry, whose 
arrival here may be now considered as nearly certain on either the 3rd or 
4th proximo. 

3. The negotiation with tlie Afreedees and Aiirukzyes is still in pro- 
gres8f and tliere is a hope that by it T may be able to secure a safe 
passage through tlie Ivliyber ; but should it fail, or should it be unneces- 
sarily (l(iaycd by the tribes, I must advance and force a passage to the 
reli(‘f of tlie Jellalabad garrison : in which case it is absolutely necessary 
for me to curtail the baggage wliitdi usually accompanies an Indian army, 
and I shall therefore be compelled to (Je[)rive ()flie(‘rs and mem of many 
comforts, wliich under other circumstances might be considered neces- 
saries ; and should our communication he closed with the brigades in 
the rear, niy force will have to look forward for an indefinite period to 
more than usual privations. 

4. 1 ha^ e tberefon^ deenu'd it advisable to address them in Orders on 
this occasion, ami 1 have preierr(‘d appealing to the troops to make the 
sacritice themselves, to issuing an order fixing the amount of carriage for 
each officer and eacli regiment. 

5. With reference to the postscript to Major-General Sir R. Sale's 
letter, 1 Jiave informed him that, in the event of Government allowing an 
iijt<*rpreter, it will utt'ord me j>leasure if Caj^tain Havelock is nominated. 

1 have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 195. — J/f^'or~G(7/r/Yi/ Pollock to Mr, Maddock, 

Camp^ Peshawiir^ February 24 , 1842 , 

Sm,— T have tlu^ honor to inclose copies of letters from Captain Mac- 
gregor, of date tlie 2 1st instant. 

I nn\ much ideased to find him write in such gixid spirits, and to hear 
that the money (3000 rupees, three thousand) has reached him, and also 
tluit the damage done to the ' works by the earthquake has been so 
Sjieedily repaired. 

Captain Macgregor, in the letters now forwarded, admits that he has 
food for his cattle for one month, that is, up to tlfe 21st of March. By 
sending money to him, I hope he may be enabled to lay in supplies for a 
longer period for his animals. Sir R. Sale’s hotter on this occasion has 

BJJ 2 
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not yet been received by rife, but in liis former betters he has reported that 
he has vsupplies for seventy days for his men. 

Tile negotiation with the tribes in the pass is still in progress, and 
(Captain Maegrogor reports favourably regarding it ; but it is as well to 
bo jirepared to act without expecting good faitli or assistance from the 
Atreedees. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 19G . — General Sir Jasper Nicolls to the Governor- General 
of India in CounelL 

Camp, 3 marches west of Loodiana, Feb. 20, 1 842. 

Mv liORi), — T had the honor to receive your Lordship in Couindrs 
dispateb of the iOtli instant, this morning. 

2. I am of o})iiiion that the hrst and second cases require that the 
force shall advances fortliwith to Peshawur. A reference to Major-Gene- 
ral Pollock's re])orts, transmitted by I lie Adjutant-General to the Secre- 
tary in the Military Dciiartmcnt, vvill show how heavily the native corps 
which pro<*eeded with lirigadi(T Wild are snficring. 

3. Ord(n*s were disiiatched at (‘Icven a.m. !)y camel dawk, previously 
laid, to d(‘tach immediately (to-morrow evening, if ^lossible) Her Majes- 
ty’s ord Dragoons, the 3rd troo}) 2nd brigades Horse Artillery, 1st Light 
Cavalry, 33rd Native Jiifanti-y, a rissalah of 3rd Irregular Cavalry, six 
lacs of musket aiuinunitioii, and ordnance and musket powder. 

Lieut(Mian1-(k)lonel Pai’sons has been desired to send a large propor- 
tion of other stores, and if the service requires it, two companies of the 
()th Native Infantry arc to be add(‘d. 

4. This wall l(\‘ne lT(‘r Maj(*sty's 3J.st Foot ; 6th Native Infantry 
recruits ; Her lMaj(‘st>’8 13ih Light Infantry ; three field battery guns ; 
three rissalahs 3rd Irn'gular Cavalry ; for tlie second division, the depar- 
ture of which will immediately follow^ the arrival of Her Majesty’s 31st 
Kegimonts, perhaps on the Sth of March. 

f). 1 have again d(‘j>arted from my own [dan of n^inlbrcement, by 

adding the 3rd Dragoons, instead of twm squadrons, at the instance 
Mr. C3(?rk, wdio thinks the eti’cct on th(^ Sikhs wall be very beneficial. As 
to tluiir b(‘ing much (Mn[)lo 3 "ed in relieving Jcllalabad, which is the main 
object of this second <‘\ertion, I do not expect it, neitlier does Mr. Clerk ; 
and 1 dread the eflects of the excessive lieat of April and May upon 
them. 

6. The orders and suggestions in the .5th, 7th, and 8th paragra[)hs 
have been in several resjiects anticipated, and in all will be duly 
attended to. 

^7. I luive the honor to transmit a report, dated Feb. 13, received this 
morn'iig from Major-General Pollock, Jlis intention to assist Sir Robert 
Sale, retreat from Jcllalabad be resolved upon, even before the arrival 
of the fno[)s, now pre})aring, has been approved of. I have, however, a 
strong hop* tliat Jellalaj[}ad may and will be held till they are prepared to 
enter the j»ass in full force for its relief. 

1 hav(*, 8cc., 

J, Nicolls. 
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No. 197. — Major^Gemral Nott to the Officer Commanding at 
Quetta and in Sinde. 

Candahar, February 14, 1842. 

Sib, — 111 the event of troops moving towards Candahar I bog you will 
have the goodnovss to boar in mind that we have no medicine here ; it is 
also very desirable that you should send as much musket aminunitiou 
as you can spare, as there is very little at Candahar. I know not what 
troops there may be in Sinde, but 1 am very much in want of cavalry. 
As I have not received letters from Calcutta since the 3rd of December, 
I am without instructions from Government, and know not thoir 
intentions* regarding this country, whether reinforcements are to be sent 
liere from Sinde or not. Prince Sufter Jung, Atta Maliomod, and the 
chiefs, have assembled an army, and are in jiosition about thirty miles 
south-west of this city. I sliould have moved against them four days 
ago, but heavy rains liave completely inundated the country ; however, 
I iiope to attack them in a few days. To-day, wc have a lieavy fall of 
snow. No late news from Ghuziiee or CabooL 


I have, &c., 

W. Nott, 


No. 198, — Brigadier Enghind to Major Oatram. 

Head- Quarters, SimJe Field Force, Dndur, Febntary 18, 1842. 

SiB, — I have the honor to acquaint you that, under the circumstances 
of the determination of the (ioveruinent to maintain Candahar, and with 
a view to give support to that important measure, 1 j)ropos(}, at the ear- 
liest practicable period in next mouth, to move the hcrid-ijiiaritTs of this 
force up the Bolan Pass to Quetta, with the following (letaclimeut of the 
troops now in the low country : — 

One troop horse artillery, tw'o squadrons 3rd Liglit Cavalry, Her 
Majesty’s 41st Regiment, Gth Regiment Native Infantry, loO Poona 
horse. 

This movement will render the experiment of keeping European troops 
at Sukkur during the hot weather almost wholly inexpedient. 

2. The cor])s left for the protection of the line of communication to 
tlie Indus, and of our several magazines on that line and depot at Sukkur 
will in such case be as follows : — 

European company of artillery, camel battery, one company of Golun- 
dauze artillery, one squadron of 3rd Light Cavalry, (not yet arrived,) 
four and a half battalions of Native Infantry, the whole of the Sinde 
horse, and part of the Poona horse. 

3. This portion of the Sinde field force I propose to station thus : — 

At Sukkur — Two battalions, two guns ; 170 rank and 
file of Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment. 

Shikarpore — One squadron 3rd Light Cjivalry ; one 
battalion, two guns. 

J aneedehra — Two com} ninies. 

(•huttin — Two companies. 
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Bagh — Two companies. 

Sebee — Three companies, one gun. ' , 

Dadur — Three companies, two guns. 

With detachments of Irregular Horse at each post. 

4. Tims the force which will be assembled at Quetta very early, I 
trust, in April, will consist of two squadrons, four battalions, and four- 
teen guns ; and leaving a suflicient body of troops to protect that place, 
amounting, in fact, to ahn(»st its present garrison. 1 am of opinion that 
the following detachment may be at once most advantageously employed 
in opening the communication with Candahar, or in effecting such other 
o})eration in aid of tliat post as circumstances at the moment may 
suggest 

()iie troop horse artillery, two squadrons 3rd Light Cavalry, Her Ma- 
jesty’s 41 St Regiment, one battalion Native Infantry, a small battalion of 
light companies drawn from the corps nearest to Quetta, as per margin*, 
and a])oiit 150 Poona horse. The total probable strength of this move- 
able column being 2,500 men. 

5. You are jwobably aware that, independent of the expediency of 
forcing the communication with Candahar, the troops at that place are 
much in want of carriage, treasure, medicines, and other stores ; also 
that several ollicei’s, as well as a compjiny of Bengal ||^rtillery, destined 
for Candahar, have been for some time prevented from reaching it, owing 
to the interruption of the road by the insurgents. The movement, how- 
ever, which I contemplate, will at once remedy these evils, and thus 
place the cor})s of Major-General Nott in increased efHeieney. 

6. 1 shall be very glad to hear that you see no political objection, or 
risk to the peace of the country between this and the Indus, by the 
arrangement of the trooj^s whicli I have set forth for your information, 
and, indeed, that you concur with me in the propriety of my making this 
diversion in favor of my operations to the northward. 

7. You are aware of the numerous arrangements which are essential 
to even the smallest military operations in this country, and I need offer 
no other reason for desiring that the measures I have now detailed should 
beconsidered as finally decided upon thus early. 

I have, &c., 

K. England. 


No. 199. — Brlf/adkr Eiujland to Mr, Maddock, 

Head' Quarters^ Campy near Dadur, February 20, 1842. 

Sir, — I beg to acquaint you that, after leaving sufficient troops on the 
line of communication between this and the Indus, and providing, as 
amply as our means will admit, for the tranquillity of Sukkur and Shikar- 
pore, and after leaving a garrison at Quetta of two battalions, I j)ropose, 
in accordance with the instructions of the Government of India, which 


* Her Majesty’s 41st Regimciit, Cth Native Infantry, 8tli ditto, 20th ditto, 21st 
ditto, and 2&th ditto. 
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T have received through Major Outram, and which are dated 

the 31st umrno, to push forward to the southern extremity of the Kojuck 
Pass, and open a coininunicatiori w'ith Candaliar, or support any move- 
ment made by the force now occupying that city. 

2. I had anticipated this measure on hearing that Major-General Nott 
had been directed to hol(rtiis post, and on also finding, by the chance 
transmission of a dispatch from Mgjor Rawlinson, dated the 1st instant, 
that, although he had not then received these directions, there was no 
intention on the part of the garrison to evacuate that ])lacc, notwithstand- 
ing they had been called upon to do so by virtue of a treaty entered into 
with the enemy at Cabool. 

3. I beg that you will accjnaiiit his Lordship tlie Governor-General in 
Council, that I am the more desirous to force the road to Candahar, 
because I am aware that tlie troo[)s now there are in want of stores, 
treasure, and vtirious supplies which 1 intend to convey thither if practi- 
cuhle ; but as it is impossible, owing to the season, that cattle could 
vsurvive the march in any nuinhors through tlie Bohin Pass, and bo cffect- 
tive for further movement, till the end of next ^nonth, 1 shall have an 
opportunity of being made acipiaiiited with any further wishes which the 
Government may have to exjiress for my guidance. T presume that, 
whatever ultimat^rraiigemeiits may be decided on, there (uinnot be a 
doubt of the })oli*al advantage of niaking as poweiful a demoiistratiou 
as possible in the direction in question. 

4. The moveable force to be ]mshed beyond Quetta, after the various 
deductions wliich arc above referred tu, will consist of one troop liorse 
artillery, two squadrons 3rd Bombay Cavalry, Her Majesty’s 41st Bogi- 
inent, one battalion Native Infantry, tlui Hank conqianies of the battalions 
left at Quetta, and about 100 Poona horse. 

5. 1 take this occasion to submit our extreme deticiency in cavalry, 
for tliis or any otluT operation, and to suggest that such deficiency should, 
if ])ossible, be still siqiplied, because some accession of that arm wouhl 
appear to be eipially wanted by Major-General Nolt, in the event of his 
retiring, as by me, in the protection of the large convoy of about 2,500 
caiiuds witli which I advance. 

(). I am aware that th(^ Political Agent of Sinde and Beloochisfau 
has represented this defect to the Supreme jjJovermnent, and I am merely 
desii ous of adding my testimony as to tlie triumphant effect which would 
he prodiuaid to the southward of Caiidiiliar, by tlu^ presence of even two 
«quadroas of European cavahy. If their arrival at Sukkur could be 
aecoiiipiislicd by the middle of Marcli, it would be quite practicable that 
they reached this place before any intensity of heat ; and they would 
overtake me at Quetta, where commissariat arrangenients may oblige me 
to halt a few days. 

7. I shall transmit this dispatch under a flying seal to his Excellency 
the Commaiider-in-Chief. 

I have, &c., 

B. England. 
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No. 20(X — The Governor ^General of India in Council to Wmerul Sir 

Jasper Nicolls, 

Fort William^ March 15, 1842. 

SiE, — It appears to us tliat it would be convteient at this period to lay 
fully before your Excellency the deliberate views w^e entertain with res- 
pect to the measures now to be pursued in Atfglianistan ; and we, there- 
fore, transmit to your Excellency this letter, in continuation of those 
already addressed to your Excellency upon this subject. 

2. The insurrection which has existed in parts of Affghanistan almost 
from the time of our obtaining possession of Cabool ; which, in the sum- 
mer of last year, led to more than one serious conflict with considerable 
bodies of men in the vicinity of Candahar ; and, extending itself in Octo- 
ber to the vicinity of Cabool, im})eded the marcli of Major-General Sir 
Robert Sale’s brigade to Jellalabad ; still more the revolution, rather 
than insurrection, which commenced at Cabool on the 2nd of November, 
and which, after many disastrous and lamentable events, led to the ulti- 
mate destruction of a numerous division of the British army, a calamity 
wholly without parallel in our history in India ; all these circumstances, 
followed as they have been by the universal hostility ^ the whole people 
of Aflghaiiistan, united at the present moment againi^Plis in a war which 
has assumed a religious, as well as national character, compel us to adopt 
the conclusion, that the possession of Affghanistan, could we recover it, 
would be a source of weakness, rather than of strength, in resisting the 
invasion of any army from the West, and, therefore, that the ground 
upon which the policy of the advance of our troops to that country mainly 
rested, has altogether ceased to exist. 

S. The information recjcived with respect to the conduct of Shah 
Shooja during the late transactions, is. necessarily imperfect, and more- 
over, of a somewhat contradictory character. It is not probable that the 
insurrection against our troo])s should have originated with him. It is 
most probable, and it is almost proved, that he has adopted it, and, 
pow'erless in himself, is prepared to side with either party by which In*, 
may hope to be maintained u})oii his precarious throne. 

4. Certaiiil}^, as we are at present informed, the conduct of Shah 
Shooja has not been such as to compel the British Government, in blind 
and solitary observance of the Tripartite Treaty, of which the ground 
has ceased to exist, to jieril its armies, and, with its armies, its Indian 
Empire, in his support. 

5. Whatever course we may hereafter take, must rest solely upon 
military considerations, and have, in the first instance, regard to the safe- 
ty of the detached bodies of our troops at Jellalabad, at Ghuznee, at 
Kelat-i-Ghilzye, and Candahar, to the security of our troops now in the 
field from all unnecessary risk, and, finally, to the re-establishment of our 
military reputation by the infliction of some signal and decisive blow 
upon the Affghans, which may make it appear to them, to our own sub- 
jects, and to our allies, that we have the power of inflicting punishment 
upon those who comihit atrocities, and violate their faith, and that we 
withdraw ultimately from Affghanistan, not from any deficiency of means 
to maintain our position, but be(!aus(? yro are satisfied that the King wc 
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>.ave set up, has not, as we were erroneously led to Jmagine, the support 
of the nation over wliich he has been placed. !r ' ^ 

(J. But, while the facts before us justify the witMfrawal of our troops 
from Affghariistan, and tlie refusal of all further assistance to Shah 
Shooja, they are yet not such as to make it consistent with our 
reputation, to give our future suj)port, as is suggested by Major Ilawliu- 
son, to Shah Kamraii, and to make over Caiidahar to that nominal ruler 
of Herat, even wctg it consistent with ])rudeiiec* lo engage in a new 
speculative enterprize beyond tii(‘ Indus, whicli might remier it lUMU^ssary 
for us to retain* at an enormous cost, a large ]>ody of troo]>s in the 
difficult country, betw<Mm that river and C'andahiir, for the purpose of 
maintaining in tlie country so made over to liiin, a Sovereign personally 
iijcapable, and for many yeai's iiiiknowii to its inhabitants, otherwise than 
by the fame of his degrading vices. 

7. We arc of opinion that it wmuld be crroiu'ous to sup])oso that a 
forward position in ITp])er Alighanisian would liave ilie etlecl of control- 
li3)g the Siklis, or that a forward position above the passes of Lower 
Afi’ghnnistau would have the ellect of controlling the B(‘looch(.‘es, and the 
Siiidians, by the appearance of confidence and of strength. Tliat wdiieh 
v/il) really, and will alone emitrol the Siklis, tlu‘ Belooxdu'es, and the 
Sindians, and all^ tlie other nations beyond and within the Indus, is the 
knowledge that we jiossess an army, perfect in its (*fpiipm(mt, possessed of 
all the means of niovcmcnt, mid so secure in its communications with the 
country from whicli its supplies and its reiiiforcemmits an^ drawn, as to 
be able at any time to act with vigour and effect against any enem 3 ^ 

8. Ill war, reputation is strength but reputation is lost by the rasb 
exposure of the most gallant troops uihIVt clreumstances which render 
d(‘feat more probable than victory ; ^nd a su(‘cession of reverses will 
disheartem any soldiers, and, most of alb those whose eonrage and devo- 
tion hav^e been mainly the result of their conlidciice that they were 
always led to certain success. We would, thenLorc*, strongly impr(\ss 
n])on the commanders of the forces employed in Atlghanistaii and 8iud(3 
the importance of iiicuiTing no unnecessary risk, and of bringing tlieir 
troops into action under circumstances wdiieh may ailbrd full scope to the 
su])(‘riority tliey derive from tlieir discipline. At the same tinns we ar(‘ 
aware that no great obj(‘ct can he accomplished without inemring sonui 
risk ; and we should consider that the objoet of striking a decisive lilow 
at the Affghans, more especially if such blow could b(* struck in combina- 
tion with mcakun's for the relief of Glmznee, — a blow which might 
re-establish our military character beyond the Indus, and leave a deep 
impression of our powuT, and of the vigor -with wdiicli it would be a|»])li(*d 
to punish an atrocioms enemy, — would be one for which risk might be 
justifiably incurred, all due and possible precaution being taken to dim- 
inish such necessary risk, and to secure decisive success. 

9. The Commander’s of the forces in Upper and Lower Aflghanistan 
will, in all the operations they may design, bear in niiml these general 
views and opinions of the (aovermiieijt of India. The}’ will,’ in tin* first 
uistance, endeavour to relieve all the garrisons in .'^flghanislan, which are 
now surrounded by the enemy. Tlie relief of these garrisons is a point 
(b'eply affecting the military character of the annjv aiul deeply interesting 

tlie feelings of their country ; but to make a ras.h albaapt to etl’ect such 
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relief, in any case, without a reasonable prospect of success, Would be to 
ntrorii no real aid to* the brave men who arc surrounded, and fruitlessly to 
sacrifice other good soldiers, whose preservation is equally dear to the 
Gbverninent they serve. To effect the release of the prisoners taken at 
Cabool, is an object likewise deeply interesting in ]>(>int of feeling aijd of 
honor. That object can, probably, only be acc.'ornplished by taking hos- 
tages from such part of th(^ country as may be in, or may come into, our 
possession ; and, witfi reference to this object, and to that of the relief 
of Ghuznec, it may possibly become a qiu'stion, in the (went of Major-Gen- 
eral Pollock’s effecting a junction with Sir Robert Sate, whether the 
united force shall return to the country ])e1ow the Kliyber Pass, or take a 
forward position near .bdlalabad, or even advance to C'ahool. 

10. We are fully sensible of the advantages whhfh would be derived 
from the re-occupation of C’abool, the scene of onr great disaster and of 
so much crime, even for a week, of the means whi(*h it might afford of 
n^covcTing tlie prisoners, of the gratification wliich it would give to 
the army, and of the vilWA which it would have u])on our (m(nni(^s. 
Our withdrawal might then be made to rest upon an oHicial declara- 
tion of the grounds iq)on which we rc'tired as solemn as that wdiich 
imcompimied our advance ; and w<‘ should retire ns a con(|ueriug, not 
as a defeated, Pow'cr ; but we eaiinot sanction the ^oc(tiq)ation of an 
advanced position b<*y< aid th(^ Khylx^r Pass by Major-GeiuTal Pollock, 
unless that General should b(‘ satishiHl that he (am, — w^ithout d(q)euding 
\q) 0 ii the forb(a\raiiee of tin* tribes near tlic pass, which, obtained only 
by purchase, must, under all (drcnin stances, b(‘ ])recarioiis, and without 
depending upon the lidelity of the Sikli chiefs, or upon tlie ]M)W"(u- of 
those chiefs to restain their troops, upon indther of which can any 
reliance be safely })laced, — fe(‘l assured that be can, by his own strength, 
ov(TaW'e and overcome all who dispute the pass, and k(‘ep up at all times 
his communication w ith Peshawur and the Indus ; and W'(‘ would (‘aution 
Major-General Pollock, and all th(‘ ofIic(‘rs cominauding the troops in the 
fiel(l, not to jjlaca* r(‘liance upon, or to be biass<"d by, the rejm^sen tat ions 
of native chiefs who may Inive been (^\p(dl(‘d from their country, in 
conseqiuiiicc of tlieir adluTcnce to us, and who will naturally be ready to 
l(^ad us into any dang(?r by operations which may hav(‘ the possible effect 
of restoring them to their former ]K>ssessioiis. 

11. We have been infornuxl that Major-General Pollock (hK\s not. 
considcT himself strong eiiougli to fon^e, and to ke(*]>, the Khylxjr Pass, 
wdthoul the first reserve brigade, which was not known to have crossinl 
the Rav(X‘ on the 2nd of tliis month, and wliich can hardly join him 
before the secrond week in April ; and b(dng informed lik(^wise that 
Major-General Sir Robert Sale had, on the 21st of last month, only 
forag(‘ sutficieut to last about thirty days, we (‘annot but exp(iet that, 
those otlicers wdll have endeavoured to cft'cct their juiietioii b('fore the 
arrival of the first reserve brigad(^, and that they will, wluai that junctiou 
sliall have b(jeu eflfct(Ml, oeiaipy a seeun* position near the Khyber. 

12. In such a position they will, undiT all cireumstunces, be better 
(,'nabled to assist any ^])craiions of Major-General Nott on the side of 
(21mzii(‘e, by the moral efhxtt . of tludr c.oneentraUxl strength, than they 
wnidd be in a more advanced position of extreme hazard to the troops 
under their comuiand. 
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13. We look, further, k) the effect whicli the conci^iitration of a large 
force under your Excellency’s command upon the SuUej would have ujioii 
the policy of the Sikhs, and of all In^in States, exhibiting the British 
Government in an attitude of imposing strengtli, and giving conlidence to 
its army and to its subjects. 

14. The operations of the large force under Major-General Nott and 
Brigadier England, — a force numerous enough to overcome all resislance 
whenever it might inarch, if its iiiunbers comprised a duo jiroportioii of 
cavalry, and if it possessed the piu-fect eituipiuent and ample means of 
movement, without which numbers of the bravest and best diseiiilinod 
men have not the cliaracter of an army, — are ii(‘cessarily so crippled hy 
the want of cavalry and of animals of burden and draught, that we can- 
not safely rely upon those oflicers IxMiig able to etieet any object beyond 
that of withdrawing the garrison of Kelat-i-Ghilzye, and seeuriiig their 
own retreat at the jiroper season, and their eonimunications, in the mean 
time, witli the Indins. 

io. We cannot review all the eirciimstaiices of the present crisis 
without lieing deejdy impressed with a sense of th(^ danger arising from 
llie dissemination of tronjis in an enemy's country, having difficult eom- 
muuicatioi), and of the further danger of leaving any force intended for 
operations in the field, and at any time liable to be called into action, 
so composed in the several arms of infantry, cavalry and artillery, an<l 
so supplied with aiuiiumitiou, provisions, and tiie means of movement, as 
to be in fact incapable of executing with prom[fl:itude and effect, and 
even of attemjiting, without piu'il to itself, any important operations with 
wliieli it may bo entrusted, 

IG. We subjoin, for ilie (;ouv(‘uieuce of reference, a memorandum, 
sliowiijg the position and strength of the several corps of the army be- 
yond the Indus, find moving towards that river at llie latest period up to 
which we liave information. 

17. W(^ liiive, by this post, transmitted a copy of this letter to Major- 

(Jenerals Pollock and Nott, for tlieir iiiformation and guidance. Copies 
will also be forwarded to the Lieuteiiant-GoA ernor and Mr. Clerk ; and 
t lie dispatch to Major-General Nott will })ass under a flying scnil through 
tla^ hands of Major Outram and Brigadier England. 

EimivMioKOLciu, W.W. Bino, W. Casement, ik H.T. PuiNSEr. 


No. 201. — Mcnwi'cindf/m of the Troops employed hcyooxl the Sutlej 
and in. Slude, (iveordlny to the latest information in the possession of 
Government 

From the Commaiider-iii-Chicrs letter of the 2nd instant, to Mr. 
Maddock, it ajipears tliat at that date no information had reached his 
Fxeellency of the first division'*^ of the reserve brigade having crossed the 
Ravee, and it appears, from his Excellency’s letter of the 2()t]i ultimo, 
Oiat he expected the second reserve brigudtif, consisting of the troops 

* Her Majesty’s 3rd Dragoons, 3rd troop 2nd brigade Horse Artillery, 1st Light 
Cavalry, 33rd Regiment of Native Infantry, and a Hissalu^i 3rd Irregular (.'avalry. 

t Her MajeMy’s 3 1st Foot, recruits of ller Majesty’s I3th Light Infantry, htli 
Regiment of Native Infantry, three field-battery guns, and three Rissalahs 3rd 
Irregular Cavalry. 

c c 2 
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detailed, in the margin, would cross the Siftlej oii, or about, the 8tb 
instant. 

Tlie first of these brigades can hardly, therefore, be expected to reach 
Peshawar before the first or second week in April; and the second 
brigade, which will be yet more impeded by tlie heat, not before the end 
of tliat montli. 

On tlie 27th ultimo, tlie date of the last report from Major-General 
Pollock, tluit olliccr was at, or inuir, Peshiuviir, with three brigades^ 
according to the following statement 


Her Majesty’ 

s 9t.h Foot. 

3d comp. 2d batt. Foot Artillery. 

26th Regiment of Native Infantry. 

4th eomp. 6th bntt. ditto. 

aotli 

Ditto. 

10th Regiment of Light Cavalry. 

53d 

Ditto. 

Detachment 3d Irregular Cavalry. 


Ditto. 

otli comp. Sappers and Miners. 

b'4th 

Ditto. 


Of the two brigiuh's which Avere originally commanded by Brigadier 
Wild, 3G8 were sick in hospital ; more than 1,800 had been in hospital 
ten days before, of whom 236 were wounded ; but the sick are said to be 
rapidly recovering. 

At Peshawur was stationed Rajah Golab Sing ; and, according to 
Mr. Clerk’s letter of tlie ITtJi ultimo, the liajali’s force consi.stcd of the 
troops and each corjis of the strength detailed as fallows ; — 

m ^ 

KhaUa Troopa noir (it or ahont Pcshawvr. 


Four battalions of General Metal) Sing , 

Four battalions of Mahometans and Kujeebs . 

One battalion Subja, Sing’s . . . . . 

One battalion under Kooldey Sing Goorkha 
Sowars under Dewan Mote Ram, in tiie Eiisof/yes , 
Miscellaneous Rissalahs ..... 

One regiment Sowars, under Geean Sing, Commander 
1 Vo brigades, Baingall, ike., under General Avitubile 
Jageerdar Sowars ...... 

Sirdar Nelial Sing of Allowata, contingent with two 
guns under Ilyder Ali Khan 
Under tlie personal command of Rajah Golab Sing, . 
the btist and chosen troops, with bhower or . 
long-barr-elled muskets .... 

Koonwur IVrtal) Sing’s escort . . . . 

General Avitabile’s escort , . . . 

Eight Pieces of Guns. 

Charyarees under Race Kisuee Sing 
Nursing regiment under ditto . . , . . 

Hill Peasantry uud(T ditto . . . . . 

Four battalions and om^ n^giment under General Court 
Twelve Guns under ditto. 

Two battalions under John Homer 


2,700 

3.000 
800 
600 

2.000 
no 

oOO 

1,300 

300 


300 


3,000 

300 

300 


1,300 

800 

200 

5.000 

1.000 


125 Tumboriieks and some niiscellaneons Sowars. 


At Jellalabad, on the 21st ultimo, the force detained there, under the 
corninand of Major-General Sir Robei't Sale, ainountecl, of all arms, as 
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per margin*, to 2,273 effective troops, an<l 165 sick. The Major-General 
has provisions for the Europeans, and half rations fm* the native troops,, 
for sev^ty days ; but lie was ill supplied with grain forage for his 
cattle, nipt having a stock that would last more tliaii twenty-five or 
thirty days 5 and he was apprehensive that, even if he had money to 
purchase fodder ho would be unable to procure any. He has since 
received a small remittance of casli — 3,000 rupees ; and l,o00 more had 
been dispatched to him. 

Major-General Pollock appeared to entertain a hope that the Khyber 
tribes would be induced to open the pass, if he consented to pay them for 
their neutrality. 

The force under Major-General Nott, at Candahar, consisted, by the 


last accounts, of tlie following troops : — 

General Staff 7 

All other Staff . 76 

Regimental Officers 83 

Native Officers . . . . . . . . 168 

All other ranks — lighting men 8,390 


8,724 


1,425 Horses, 265 Camels, 148 Bullocks. 

The Major-Generars force is strong hi infantry and artillery, liiit is de* 
fieient in cavalry ; and has not carriage equal to th^wants of his force. 

Brigadier England’s force, above and l)eloW tne passes, consisted, on 
tlie 27th January, of the detachments of the strength noted as follows 


No. of Battns. No, of Guns. 
Sukkur 2 three 6-pounders 

(Golundauze) 

Sliikarpore... 1 two 6-pounders 
Horse Artillery. 


Bagh 

Sebee 1 6 -pounders 

(Golundauze.) 

Dadur li two 6-pounders 

(Golundauze) 
Horse Artillery. 

Quetta 2 two 9-poundcrs 

Euro})ean 
Foot Artillery. 


En route to 

join this force J J- six 9-pouiiders 


Corps. 

1st Grenadiers. 

12tli Native Infantry, (not arrived.) 
8th Native Infantry and 15th Na- 
tive Infantry, (when it arrives.) 

1 Squadron 3rcl Light Cavalry. 
Intended to be occupied by a wing. 
21st Native Infantry. 

1 Troop 3rd Light Cavalry. 

4 Comp. Her Majesty’s 4 1st Regt. 
6tli Regiment Native Infantry. 

1 Comp. Her Majesty’s 4 1st Regt. 
20tli RegimenI- Native Infantry. 
25th ditto ditto. 

And a Company of European Ar- 
tillery of the Bengal Army. 

4 Comps. Her Majesty’s 41st Regt. 
And i5tli Native Infantry. 


Effective. Sick 

* One Squadron 5th Bengal Cavalry ' 'Ml 21 

Artillery 171 11 

Sappers afld Miners 304 45 

Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry * 710 30 

35th llegiment Native Infantry 838 48 


‘i,273 155 
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N.B. 630 — irregular cavalry divided into parties at each station, and a 
company of Madrac Sappers and Miners are stationed at Sebee and 
elsewhere. 

The Brigadier proposes to move off above the passes about th4||||||5th, or 
20th of March, the froops noted in tlie margin*, for the purpose of open- 
ing the communication with Candahar, and reinforcing Major-General 
Nott, or covering his retreat, if that officer should resolve on retiring 
southward. Some difficulty appears to exist in providing carriage for 
the troops, and the convoy about to proceed, under Brigadier England, 
above the passes. The exact quantity of carriage required, and of that 
deficient, has not been stated. Tlie Brigadier speaks of having 2,o0() 
camels and escort, and as we see that considerable purchases of camels 
have been made for this force in the States of Rajpootana, we may hope 
that no serious distress on this account will be experienced. The brigade 
under Brigadier England will take up treasure, about 22 lacs, with medi- 
cines and other necessary stores for the force at Candahar. 

The last returns of the force at Kurachee exhibit the following number 
of troops. 


EUIIOPKANS. 


Artillery ft 94 

13th Light Infantry 20 

41st Foot 194 

40tli ditto 40 


343 


NATIVES. 

Left wing — 13tli Regt 493 

„ 23rd ditto . . . 434 

Absent on command 190 

244 

Recruits, 1st Gren. Regt 150 

*887 


343 


1,230 

The force will subsequently have been augmented by the arrival of 
Her Majesty’s 22nd Regiment from Bombay. 

And on the advance of Brigadier England through the Bolan Pass, 
the following will be the disposition which he proposes to make of the 
troops remaining in the plains of upper and low(?r Sinde : — 

For the protection of the line of communication, the several maga- 
zines and depots at Sukkur : 

One company of European Artillery — Camel Battery. 

One ditto Golundauze Artillery. 

One vsquadron, 3rd Bombay Light Cavahy, 

Four and a half battalions of Native Infantry. 

The whole of the Sinde horse and part of the l\)ona liorse. 

At Sukkurf — Two battalions, two guns ; 170 rank and file 
of Her Maj(^sty’s 40th Regiment. 

Shikearpore — One squadron 3rd Light Cavalry one batta- 
lion, two guns. 

J aneedehra — Two companies. 

* One troop of Hor^ Artillery, two squadrons 3rd Bombay Cavalry, Her 
Majesty’s 41st Regiment, one battalion of Native Infantry. The flank companies 
of the battalions left at Quetta, and about 100 Poona horse. 

t Mountain Train of Artillery expected from Bombay. 
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Chuttin — Two companies. 

Bagh — Two conij)anies. 

Scbec— Two companies. 

Dadup — Two companies. 

Detachment of IiTCgular Horse at each post. 


No. 202 . — General Sir Jasper Nicolls to tlie Govern or-- General of 

India in CounciL 

Camp^ Loodiana^ March 4, 1842. 

Mr Loud, — I have the lionor to transmit a copy of a letter received 
to-day from Major- (General Pollock, dated 27th ultimo. This letter was 
in acknowledgmeni; of one address(‘d to the Major-General, in which I 
conveyed to him the two first pariigrai)hs of your Lordship in Council’s 
letter of the lOtli of Fehruary to my address. 

The dispatch of tliC! loth of Fchrtlary, eonv(*ying your Lordship’s 
orders of that date, was forwarded to Peshawiir in duplicate, on the 25th 
and 27 til, and will remove all the Major-General’s doubts. 

I am not at fill incliiuKl to believe that any arrangements made with 
the Khyberees will give us ])enrianont stsairity for coinmuni(‘.ation with 
any troops advanced to Jellalabad, althougli the jirospect and arguments 
of some of th(‘ chiels appear to tempt the JMajor-Q^neral to venture into 
Ningrahar for the ensuing sumnuT. 

Tlie concluding paragraph of the Major-General’s Udter contains mat- 
ter for grave r<dtection, but, from the t<nior of several of your Lordship’s 
late dispatches, the subjend has alrea<ly received your serious attention. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 

No. 203. — M((jor-General Pollock to JJeuL-Cohnel Luard, 

Camp, Kowidsiir^ Febnuiry 27, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to ackiiowdedge the receipt of your letter, 
dated 20th instant, by order of Ids Excellency the Commander-iii-Chief, 
conveying his approval of my intentions relative to tlie relief of Sir R. 
Sale’s party. 1 regret that the copies of my letters to the address of. his 
Ex<‘,elleney and to Mr. Maddock, up to the J 3th instant inclusivt^j hftv(?, 
f fear, been buried in the ruins occasioned by the eartliquake. The 
roof of the room which was for the time iny office fell in a few seconds 
after 1 lef't it ; I can, therefore*, only guess at the intentions I exj:)Tess(*d 
to Ids Excellency. 

On the occasion of the earthquake, which took place on the 19th 
instant, considerable damage was supposed to have been done to the walls 
of the fortifications of Jellalabad, and Sir R. Sale thought it probable an 
attack would be made by Mahomed Akbar ; such, however, has not been 
the case ; and instead of tlie extemsive injury wldch was at first reported, 
his Excellency will observe that, in Captain Maligregor’s letter, dated 
21st instant, which 1 forwarded express, it was expected that in a couple 
of days the defences would again be strong, and that the parapet was 
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arising like tnagic/’ He had received 3,000 rupees which I had sent him, 
and which I presuii^3 will enable hhn to purchase food for his cattle. I 
shall send him more to-day, if Captain Mackeson (who is indefatigable 
in aiding me) can complete the arrangements ; and I fervently hope that 
the gallant garrison will be enabled to hold out in safety till my reinforce- 
ments arrive. On this point I have not lately been sanguine, from their 
want of money, and being uncertain as to the movements of the 3rd 
Brigade. ^ 

In all my communications with Sir JL Sale and Captain Macgregor, 
although 1 have advocated ilie expediency of waiting for the 3rd Brigade, 
I have exjdicitly stated to both, that if in the interim they should 
t'onsider my advance absolutely necessary, I would at once obey Hie 
call. 

I have already, I believe more than oncci, expressed "iny opinion on tlie 
bad jiolicy of moving my force through the Pass in two (loluinns, so long 
as the Pass is closed to us, thereby entailing a double loss of life and a 
double expenditure of ammunitiot. 

I have carefully perused and deeply considered the two paragraphs for- 
warded by the Governor-General in Council to his Excellency, and which 
you were directed to transcribe. One part adverts to a decided turn” 
admitting of a deviation from tJic avowed purpose for which this force 
was mainly formed, viz., “ the withdrawing of the Jellalabad garrison in 
safety to Peshawur and his Excellency’s orders are that I should care- 
fully and implicitly obey these instructions. 

While holding the responsible and confidential situation which it has 
.pleased the Government to confer on me, 1 consider that I should ill 
fullfil my trust if I did not respectfully oiler my opinion on any points 
when I may have objections to pro]H>se to the course pointed out for mo 
to pursue ; I therefore beg to submit the following observations : — 

Uninformed as I am of the ultimate intentions of Government relating 
to Affghanistan, I may perhaps offer o])inions whieli, as regards their 
views, may be unimportant ; ])ut I ai)preheiid that at tlie date at which 
the resolutions of Government were made, it was not known that I have 
a fair prospect of oi)eniiig t he Pass to our troops ; that the Ex-Chief of 
Lalpoora is not only with us, but has been the means of conveying the 
money to Captain Macgregor ; the Kama Chief, until the fall of Ali 
Musjid, aided Cai)tain 3Iacgrcgor, and would no doubt return to our 
interest on my advancing in force. 

Thc^Goshta Chief has proved himself friendly, by having secreted the 
horsemen who took money to . Captain Macgregor a whole night at 
<roshta. These I consider very favourable circumstances for our advance, 
nud I submit them for the consideration of Government. 

It is the opinion of Toorabaz Klian and Suyeed Ayaudeen, that our 
force, if sufficiently strong to command the resources of the country in 
Ningrahar, will not be straightened for supplies for twelve months, sup- 
posing the Pass to be closed upon us ; and Captain Mackeson confirms 
tins opinion, and the Syeed and Toorabaz Khan guarantee on their pari 
to provide tlie supplies. 

The troops remaining at Peshawur woiild suffer se^ croly in the un- 
healthy months, whereas at Guudamuck, or on the plain of Ashjihan, the 
climate is favorable to European constitutions, and would admit of Jella- 
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labad being frequently relieved. Such a position would, I conceive, be 
justitiable only it* the Khyber Pass be open ; in whidi! case the rosonrees 
of the Punjab and of Peshawar ivould also be opbn t'> me. 1 should be 
too strong to apprehend risk from any attack of the enemy ; on the con- 
trary, it would be desirable if 1 could meet them on a plain, and give 
them another instance of our superiority. My advanced position would 
further enable me, 1 hope, to efiect the liberation ot‘ the prisoners now 
with the enemy. Jf, however, 1 found that any unforeseen obstacles ren- 
dered it necessary for me to retire on Peshawur, I should not hesitate' to 
do so. 

If I were to alvance with the intention of merely withrlniwlng the 
garrison of Jcll ilaba I, my s icees^ in advancing mast chleiiy depend on 
oeneealiiig my intentions ; for althonga (if I succeed in any negotiation 
to open the Pass) every jirecaution will be taken by me to secure a safe 
retr(‘at, I must expect that every man will rise to molest our return, as 
they would be left to the mer(*y of the Afighan rulers ; and I must con- 
fess, I’siiic(;rely believe that our returi|(|brty unless 1 have Hrst an o|)por- 
tunity of inflicting some signal punishment on the enemy, would have a 
very bad effect both far and near. 

Our eonnexiim with the Sikh Government is professedly friendly, and 
the chiefs are, as far as I have observed, courteous, and jieriiaps well dis- 
jjosed towards us ; but the bearing of the soldiery, one and all, is insolent, 
and they scruple not to ex])ress their wish that we may meet with 
reverses. They are a disorganized rabble, ))iit dangerous as neighbours. 
Our officers re(|uire escorts between the earnp and lA^shawur, and our 
sepoys or camp-followers dare not move beyond the i)i(‘.kets after dark. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 204. — Major-General Pollock to Major-General Lumley. 

Camp. Kowuliur^ February ‘J8, IS 12. 

Sir. — It is with regret 1 report that two officers were yesterday 
severely wounded in an attack on some of the hill tribes, who eaiiie down 
to carry otf‘ camels a few miles froiii camp. It was reported to me that 
about sixty-six men were carrying off the camels to the hills,|^and I 
ordered out a troop of cavalry to recover them. ^lajor Anderson, 
of the ()4th Native Infantry, having reported the circuinstanee, and 
knowing the direction, offered to conduct the party. It appeared 
that, before the troops reached the spot, the villagers in the vicinity Iiad 
driven off the party, and secured the camels, which was not known to the 
Major, who advanced to the foot of the hills and skirted them for soiiie 
distan(*e ; some of the enemy were overtaken, who defended themselves 
'veil ; four of tliem ^vere. killed, and th(»se from the hills fired on our 
party. 1 beg to inclose a list of killed and wounded. 

I have, &c,, 

G. Pox-lock. 
x> D 



No, 

iRank and Hmnes, 

Killed, 

Wounded, 

Remarks, 

1 

COUNET. 

T. E. Vibart 


1 

5th Light Cavalry, doing 

1 

Troop EBs. 

Ramzaiin Khan 

1 


duty, severely. 

2 

Chundini Sing 

, . 

i 

severely. 

) 

3 

Buldco Sing 

, , 

1 

4 

Usman Khan 

• • 

1 

> Slightly. 


IVlankun Khan 

. 

1 

5 I 

1 

Kssign. 

T. M. B. Fraser Tytlcr, 
37 th Native Infantry, 
doing duty with 26th 

i. 


Severely. 


Native Infantry 1 





No. 205, — The Governor^ General of India in Council to General 
Sir Jasper Nicolls, 

Fort William^ March 19, 1842. 

Sii?, — Having taken into consideration the expediency of placing the 
command of all the troops in Lower Affghanistan and Sinde, in the 
hands of one ofliccr, with a view to their being directed with uniformity 
of plan to the accomplishment of the objects detailed in onr letter to 
your Excellency of Idtli instant, we have determined to place all those 
troops under the command of Major-General Nott, and in the event of 
casualty, under that of Brigadier England, or the ofliccr next to Major- 
General N(Jtt in rank who may be there employed. 

2. We have likewise decided upon entrusting to Major-General Nott, 
and to such his successor, entire control over the several Political Agents 
there employed. 

3. Major-General Nott, or such his successor, will take such mea- 
sures and give such orders as he may think fit for equipping the whole 
force under his command in the most efficient manner, so that it may be 
capable of executing every movement and enterprise which can be 
required from an army in tlie field. 

4. Major General Nott will rely upon our constant support, and upon 
our plating the most favorable interpretation upon all the measures he 
may deem it necessary to adopt in the execution of our orders. 

We have, &c., 

Ellenborough, W. W. Bird, W. Casement, and H. T. Prinsep. 


No. 206 . — General Sir Jasper Nicolls to Mr. Clerk. 

Camp^ Loodiana^ March 5, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to ackqpwledge the receipt of your letter of the 
3rd instant, from Amritsir, transmitting two demi-official letters from 
Major OutroiUi dated 17th and 19th ultimo. 







2. As Major Outram has fully explained his opinion, and made known 
his wants to the Governor-?General, through Lordship’s private 
secretary, and as you have duly supported them, by transmitting a copy 
of your letter above-mentioned, I cannot venture to anticipate his Lord- 
ship’s orders upon the requisitions therein made. 

3. The Pth Light Cavalry is now moving from Kurnaul to Fcroze- 
pore, and there are three Native Infantry regiments at the latter station. 
All thes€*, Major Outram would desire to have, and in addition the 16th 
Lancers, and Irregular Cavalry, 

4. Whence Major Outram has drawn grounds for his opinion that an 
advance against Cabool is intended by Government, I know not. The 
dispatch of the loth of February, is of a decidedly op})osite character, as 
to Major-General Pollock’s force — and, I think, Mr. Maddock’s instruc- 
tions to Major-General Nott, of the 10th of February, rather look to the 
resciio or relief of Ke!at-i-GhiIzie and of Ghuznee, than to any advance 
upon Cabool. 

o. You may very well remember %hat the authorities at Candahar, 
Quetta, and JSukkur, similarly anticipated and partly j)repared fur an 
advance iqjon Herat last year, which Government entirely disapproved, 
and which cost the Bombay Government an exertion from which it has 
never yet recovered. 

6. 1 agree with Major Outram, when he says, ‘‘ We have to pause 
for a season before commencing our advance against Cabool.” Undoubt- 
edly, it would require the greatest part of 1842 to re-equip General 
Nott’s force, which had but 265 cameds, and 148 bulloc^ks, on the 1st of 
December, for 9,000 men, without followers, at Candahar. 

7. What the Government may resolve to do in the present state ^ 
affairs beyond the Indus, especially in Candahar, we have yet to learn. 
The orders of the Governor-General in Council to Major Oiitrjnn, of llio 
31st of JanuaiT, on which the advance of Brigadier England to tlie 
Kojuck Pass is founded, make no mention of any movejiieiit being 
intended beyond the southern side of that Pass. 

8. If you feel cerhiin that Government will authorize an advance upon 
Cabool from Candahar this year, 1 think Her Majesty's 3rd Dragoons 
should be sent to the southward, to join in the enterprise ; but on this 
as on all o^ier points, it is our duty to await the authority and orders of 
the Governor-General in Council. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 


No. 207 . — General Sir Jasper Nicolls to the Governor-^ General of 

India in Council, 

Loodiana^ March (1, 184*2. 

My Lord, — Having received intimation from Mr. Clerk, your Lord- 
ship’s Agent on this frontier, that he had transmitted a copy of his dis- 
patch to me, dated the 3rd instant, to the Secretary to Government, I 
have the honor to submit, for the information of your Lordship in Coim- 
til, a coi>y of my letter of yesterday, in reply thereto. 
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2. Brigadier England states in his letter to Mr. Haddock, of the 
2f)th of January, th^^the troops should be above the Bolan Pass m 
March ; no troops could, therefore, arrive in time to join him ; but 
if your l.orcl'^hip chooses to send either tlie 19th, 1st Light Infantry 
Battalion, oroo^h, to reinforce Hiiide, your instructions^ through Major- 
General Fast, will reach Ferozepon* nearly as soon, perliapv4, as boats can 
be collected. I have put the ooth last, because it has not a held officer 
present. 

3. Major Delafosse’s troop of Artillery will march from Loodiana to- 
morrow evening, if possible, and will easily join Her Majesty’s 31st and 
the second division ere it can cross the river. 

4. The 9tli Cavalry will reach Ferozepore about the 20th instant. 

1 have, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 


No. 203. — ilajar^ General Pollock to Mapr- General Lnmleij, 

Ctwtpy Kowvhur^ March 3, 1842. 

Stk, — I t is to me most painful that notwithstanding all my hopes about 
the state of the men, 1 am sorry to say tluTe have l)een sev^eral desertions 
of late, and there is a feeling among many of the Hindoos of four Kegi- 
ments of Brigadier Wild’s force, wliich is most lamentable. 

A number of the imfortuiiate creatures from Cabool have come down 
here, and have exaggerated their sufferings, stating among other things, 
tfiat althougli they were Brahmins, food was thrust down their throats by 
Mussulmans, and they were sjfit upon. JSpme men have also shown niu- 
tilati'd hands and feet, having hecai fn)st-lntteii ; these things are said 
to liave operated to cause a backwardness. 

I sent for Lieutenant-Colonel Tullocli, wlio admitted that there was »a 
bad feeling, wliicli he had just heard of; he seemed to say that the men 
would iK»t hesitate to go to Jcdlalahad to the relief of Sir It. Sale, but 
that they had a dread of proceeding to Cabool. J went to each of the 
other commanding oilicers, viz., of the 3( t'l, o3rd, and 61th, and in- 
structed tlnmi to tMid(‘a.vor to tiiul out what the real state of the case was. 
Each of these latter officers seomiul to consider his own regiment free 
from any taint, hut I had reason to think otherwise, and 1 further believe 
that tlie causes I liave mentioned were brought forward by the men to 
screen them from a suspicion of fear, which, in my opinion, was the real 
cause. 

The affairs whicli have already taken place in this quarter, and in 
wliich those corps are concerned, were so disastrous, that th(‘y have, in 
my ojiinion, produced the feeling which now unhappily exists. In conse- 
quence of what 1 have stated, liis Excellency and Government will sup- 
pose that I am doubly anxious to open the Kliyher Pass, which those 
regiments evidently dread. 

The vicinity of the Sikh troojis is perplexing, for tliey would not only 
delight in the feeling I have mentioned, but have I am told, endeavoured 
to encourage it. 1 liave, therefore, been obliged to prevent them coming 
into our camp. 



I feel, at isiich a crisis, the want of more Eurogean troops, for their 
presence would give confidence to the native soldier^ 

Captain Napleton and other officers of the 60th have been doing their 
utmost to bring their men to a proper feeling, and expect a siu^cessfiil 
result ; tlie 53rd are equally im[>licated, but I have just heard, from both 
Lieutenant -Cqlonel Tulloch and Major Hoggan, that considerable reaction 
has taken phicej and they hope to report all right before to-morrow 
evening. 

I cannot help remarking here, that this is the second instance ol* 
inisconduct on the part of the GOili since they have arrived here, frotu 
which 1 feed inclined to believe their internal economy is not such as it 
sliould bo. I inspected them a few days ago, in marching ord('r, and 
liave never seen a finer-looking regiment. At Cawnporc I retajllecit 
them in excellent order. 

Were I differently situaterl I might attempt coercive measures, bid 
surrounded as I urn by the Sikhs, and within hearing of the l^iss, 1 tliiuk 
such a measure should on all accounts be avoided ; it might risk tin* 
safety of the force, wliieh I consider of the utmost importance. 'Idie 
feiding to which 1 have alluded was re])orted to me the day befon^ 
yesterday by Lieutemuit Venier, who very properly considered it right 
I that 1 sliould iniinediut(‘ly be informed, and I should have reported the 
circumstance yestcirday, but that I had strong hopes from the measures 
1 took, that 1 should be able to suppress it, and was unwilling to give 
unnecessary alarm, although my anxiety as to the result has been greater 
tiian I can express. 

1 shall address you daily on this subject by express, until I feel confi- 
dent that all ar<* willing to go on ; they all profess their willingness to die 
in action in the plains, but they dread Caboul when approached tlirougli 
these passes. 

1 hav(^ sent express to Lieutenant-Colonel White, to hasten his advance 
as much as possible, as the presence of his force is urgently required : 
at the same time 1 have told him that he must not ovm-work his cattle. 
1 am sorry to say that Caiptain Tibbs has not arrived yet, and 1 fear he 
will not till the 8tli instant. 

1 have not received any direct accouiiN from Jellalabad for the last 
throe or four days, but the ex-Chief of Lalpoora received a letter from 
Lalpoora to-day, mentioning that all was well at Jellalabad. 

1 have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No, 204. — Major ’‘General Lumlcy to Mr, Mnddock, 

Loodiana^ March 9, 18-12. 

Siu, — I liaise the honor, by direction of his Excellency the Com- 
maiider-in -Chief, to forward, for the information of the Right Honour- 
able tlie Governor General of India in Council, copy of a dispatch from 
Major-General G. Pollock, C.C. commanding the troops, at Peslmwur, 
dated the 3rd instant, reporting the existence of an unsoldier-like feeling 
in some of the native corps of his force. 

I have, &c., 


J. R. Lumlet, 
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No. 20S,^G€neral^^Sir Jasper Nicolk to the Govemor^General of 
" India in Council 

Loodiana^ March 9, 1 842. 

My Lord, — I have the honor to submit to your Lordship, in Council* 
a copy of a letter, this day received from Major-General Pollock, in the 
first paragraph of which he acknowledges his receipt of the orders 
convey ed to me in your Lordship’s dispatch of the 15th of February, 
regarding the withdrawal of Sir R. Sale’s force to Peshawur, with the 
least possible delay. 

2. Tlie Adjutant-General will transmit by this post, a copy of the 
dispatch to his address alluded to by the Major-General, in paragraph 4. 

8. On the 4th instant, 1 had the honor to transmit, for your Lordsliip’s 
information, a copy of Major-General Pollock’s letter, of the 27tli ultimo, 
now mentioned in the third paragraph. 

4. Yesterday I received, and forwarded to Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart, 
a report of Brigadier White’s brigade having reached Dhitiga, on the 
5th instant. The great detention upon the Kavee will interfere much 
with the Major-General’s calculations ; but I am confident that time will 
not be thrown away by the Brigadier. 

5. The orders which the Major-General was so desirous to receive, 
toiicliing the prisoners at Cabool and elsewhere, will be in Ins hands 
to-morrow or next day. The copy of Mr. Secretary Maddock’s dispatch, 
of the 24tli of February, to the Major-General, was received by me three 
days ago. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 

No. 20G. — Major-General Pollock to General Sir Jasjnr Nieolh. 

Cump^ near Pcshuwiir^ March 8, 184 '2. 

Sir, — T have the honor to acknowledge the receii)t of your letter 
dated 25th ultimo, inclosing a co{)y of a dispatch from tlie Right Honora- 
ble the Governor- General in Council, of date the 15th ultimo. 

My letters since my arrival here will have inlbrmed you of the mea- 
sures wliich I have taken to effect the relief of the Jellalabad garrison, 
and the causes wdiich have detained me here ; also of the steps which 
have been taken with a view to bring about a negotiation with the Khy- 
beree ; this negociation is still in progress, and I trust there is reason 
to hope that, by it, my advance through the Kliyber will bo unopposed. 

3. In my letter of tlic 27th ultimo, to the address of Colonel J. laiard, 
Military Secretary, I have enumerated certain favorable circumstances 
which I have submitted for the consideration of Govenirneiit, as justifying 
my maintaining a position near Jellalabad, but I Iiave subsoqiientiy 
heard, with the deepest sorrow, of circumstances which would, 1 a]»prc- 
hend, render such a proceeding objectionable, if not attended with risk. 

I however hope that I may not have difficulty in persuading the Native 
regiments to enter the Khyber, if I advance merely for the purpose of 
withdrawing Sir R. Sale’s force. 

4 I have this day forwarded to the Adjutant-General of the Army, a 
detail of the painful circumstances above alluded to ; they have caused 
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roe the greatest grief, and it is very distressing to me to be obliged to 
report conduct so disgraceful to the regiments cone(J;;«ed. 

5. My communications with Jellalabad have been closed for the last 
three days, and should this continue I shall feel myself compelled to 
advance to Sir R. Sale’s relief as soon as possible ; on the other hand, 
should I receive letters from him by which 1 find that he can hold his 
post so long, I shall of course luilt here until the arrival of the 1st 
Brigade of my reinforcements, viz., about the 22ik1 instant. 

6. I have written to-day express,” to expedite the march of Colonel 
White’s brigade. 

7. Supposing the negotiation to%hich I have already alluded is com- 
pleted, I shall not have difficulty in reaching Jellalabad ; but the first 
march which I make with Sir R. Sale’s force towards Peshawar, will 
convince the Affghan nation that the British Government no longer intend 
to keep a permanent footing in that country, and this belief will Jiave the 
effect of closing the Khyber Pass in my rear ; but we shall advance with 
the least possible baggage, and I do not feel any doubt as to our being 
able to force our passage and to crush any force wiiich may be brought 
against us. 

8. The above is the only plan which it is in ray power to effect for the 
relief of the garrison of Jellalabad, as late events have too plainly proved 
that a negotiation for its retreat could not be depended on for a rnoimajt. 

9. I attach the greatest importance to its being generally believed 
that we julvance towards Cabool, and not only on Jellalabad. 

10. The (iovermnent have not yet given any powers, that I am aware 
of, to negotiate concerning the many liritish subject who are now prison- 
ers at Cabool : on my arrival at Jellalabad I shall do all that will be in 
my pt)wer to obtain their release, but 1 am anxious that minute instruc- 
tions may be scut on this point. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 207. — The Quarter-MaUer General of the Army to Mr. 

Maddocli. 

Loodiaiia^ March 9, 1842. 

Sir, — T have the honor, by desire of the Cornmander-in-Chief, to re- 
port, for the infimnation of Government, that his Excellency has this day 
ordered the 3rd Light Infantry battalion to march from Meerut to 
Kurnaul, and the 6th Irregular Cavalry from Barrilly to Umballa, where 
they are to be respectively stationed for the present. 

I liave, &c., 

W. Garden, 


No. 208. — Major-General Lmnley to Mr. Mnddoch. 

Camp, Doarke-kc- Serai, Match 10, 184*2, 
Sir, — I have the honor, by direction of his Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, to annex, for the information of the Right Honorable 
the Governor- General of India in Council, copy of a dispatch from 
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Major-General G. Pollock, C.B., dated the 4th instant, on the state of 
feeling in some he corps under his command, with copies of letters 
from the officers commanding the 53rd and 64th Regiments, on the same 
subject. 

* I have, See., 

J. R. Lumley. 

No. 209. — Major-General Pollock to Major-General Lumle.y^ 

Camp^" Koivuhur^ March 4, 1842. 

SiR^ — I have the honor to forward a letter this day received from 
Major Hoggan, Commanding the 53rd Regiment of Native Infantry. I 
have understood that there are certain men in tln^ regiments who have 
encouraged the feeling whieli has prevail(*d, and whose discharge from 
the service would be desirable ; 1 shall hereafter forward their names. 
If I had had the power to discharge them 1 would liave done so, but 
although they may have returned to a sense of duty on the present 
occasion, some of them are considered spokesmen. The treaty with the 
Aurukz-yes for a free passage of the pass, will, I hope, be concluded in 
live or six days, when 1 hope to move forward. ‘ My I'orce is too small tosai 
divide, otherwise I would leave a regiment at Ali Musjid. If I ean 
make any arrangement for our passage througli on our return I will do so, 
but such a thing is highly improbable, I have not yet received a 
satisfactory report from Lieuteuaiit-Coloiiel Tullock, commanding 60th 
Regiment. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 210. — Major Hoggan to Captain Ponsonhy, Assistant 
Adjutant- General. 

Sill, — I have the honor to state, for the information of Major-General 
Pollock, C.13., Commanding, that all those Hindoo Sepoys ol‘ the 53rd 
Regimont Native Infantry, who had a few days ago alhiwed themselves, 
in an unguarded moment, to evince feelings .so immediately o[)pused to 
those of soldiers, have now unanimously expressed tlieir contrition, and 
have the most satisfactory assurances, through their respective command- 
ing officers, that I shall never again have occasion to be disjjlcased with 
them, and that they will strive in future to deserve the favourable opinion 
of the Major-General. 

I have, &c., 

1. Hoggan. 

No. 211. — Lieutenant- Colonel Moseley to Captain Ponsonhy. 

Campt Kowidsur, March 2, 1842, 

Sir, — Having instituted an inquiry into the feeling at present existing 
in the 64th Regiment Native Infantry, under ^iny command, 1 have the 
satisfaction to report, for the information of Major-General Pollock, 
C.B., Commanding, that the order to advance, whenever received, will be 
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obeyed witli the greatest eheerfulness by both officers and men of the 
Kegiment. 

In proof of what I have before stated, not many days ago several of 
the men of the '^tli eomj)atiy came to the captain of that company, 
requesting that in the event bf ini advance movement, and they happened 
to be killed, that the proceeds of their several estates might be sent to 
the individuals there raentiohedL 

I have, &c., 

C. \V. Moseley. 

No. 2\2,~ Major- General Pollock to Mr, Maddock, 

Cumpy KowulsuTy March G, 1 842. 

SiK, — I have the honor to transmit herewith an qrigiiialletter from His 
Majesty Shah Shooja to the Governor-(jeneral ; also a free translation 
thereof. I also inclose »C(q)ies of letters from Sir II. Sale, Captain 
Maegregor, and Captain J. Conolly. The Ibrmer bring down accounts 
from della labad to the 1st instant. It is sati.sfa<;tory to know that on the 
‘1st tlie grass-cutters still eoutinued to bring in forage. 

Mr. Clerk, in a late letter, mentions that the dragoons may be here on 
tlie 16tli, though 1 almost fear I cannot expect them before the 20th. I 
consider it of the utmost importance that they and the Horse Artillery 
should accompany me : their i)reseiice will give contidence, I hope, to the 
Se})oys. The feeling among them, which has lately been smothered, has 
not, 1 fear, been wholly extinguished. uTlie example* of some may stimu- 
late others to advance, but nothiii'j is so likely to do it as the presence 
of more European troops. The j>resence of the Cavalry when 1 eleAr 
the Pass is very desira])le, to meet those now with Mahomed Akbar oil 
more equal terms. I^T‘gotiatious continue wdth the Aurukzyes, but I 
cannot say that 1 am very sanguine that our difficulties will be lessened 
by tiieir exertions. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 213 . — General Sir B, Sale to Captain Ponsonhy, 

Jcllalabady February 27, 1842. 

Sir, — Since the 21st we have been unable to obtain grass for our 
horses, excepting by supporting our foraging parties in force, and risk- 
ing an engagement ; and have once sacrliied our forage in part rather 
tluiu compromise our troops and camp folIo\vers. All hope of our re- 
taining the uninterrupted command of this sup})ly has been nearly pre- 
cluded for the present by the events of yesterday. 

Mahomed Akbar moved Ids camp, in ilte course of the morning, from 
Cmr Kliail to a line of forts williiu two thousand yards of us, formerly 
occupied by the Ghikie chiefs, Uzeez Khan and Gool Mahomed Khan. 

About half-past 10, a, m., he invested this place to the southvrard and 
westward, showing a force of about fifteen hundred horse and not fewer 
than five hundred Ooloose and other foot. The latter availed themselves 

all the old walls yet left standing, and every inequality of; ground 
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within eiglit Imndred yards, and iwtially occux)ied the rocky mounds so 
often referred to fa* my disijatches. They thus sustained a continued 
fire of jezails for about seven hours holding their horse in reserve on the 
hills. The height of our restored parapets secured us from a single 
casualty on our side ; and though I prohibited any general tire of musket- 
ry from the walls, the enemy lost men from the round shot, shells, and 
spherical case of our batteries, and the practice of a few selected marks- 
men with rifles and wall pieces. 

I wish you, however, to inak(^ Major-General Pollock fully aware that 
our serious diflieulties on the score of forage are hourly increasing. 

1 have, &c., 

R. Sale. 


No. 214 . — The G(wernor- General of India to the Secret Committee. 

Bfiinren^ April 20^ No. 1, 1842. 

IIo^fOitABLE SiBS, — In a despatch from Major-General Pollock, dated 
the 19th ultimo, and received in Calcutta on tlie 2rKl instant, arrived a 
copy of a letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, Commandant at Gluiz- 
nee, to the oflicer commanding at Jellalabad, dated March 1st, 1842, in 
which that oflicer reports that he liad entered into terms to evacuate the 
citadel and fort of Gliuznec, in six days. 

Your Honorable Committee will perceive from the Gazette, in whit‘li 
Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer's rcpor||was published, that it ap))earod neces- 
sary to the Government to submit tlie oflicer’s conduct, in so surrender- 
ing the citiidel of Gliuznee, to the judgment of C\>urt-JMartia1. 

It appeared at the same time to the Government, to be right formally 
to declare, that the combu t of Major-General Elphiiist(nie should be 
submitted to the judgment of a Court-Martial, and to aniiouuce the in- 
tention of the Gi)veriiment to institute, at the earliest possible period, a 
full inquiry into the conduct of the political functionari(‘s at Cabool. 

I have the honor to inclose a copy of a letter wliich on the same date 
was addressed to His Excellency the Commander-in-Cl»ief on this sulyect. 

1 have, &c., 

Ellenbokodgu. 


No. 2iri. — JSfajor^Ontcral Pollock to Mr. Afaddoeh. 

Camp., Koieulsur, March 19 , 1842 . 

Sir, — I have the honor to transmit herewith, copies of letters from Sir 
Robert R. Sale, dated 11th instant, Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, dated 
1st instant, and from Captain McGregor, dated 12th instant. From the 
latter it will ajipear that they are not urgent for my arrival till tlie (3th 
or 7th proximo, under the belief that the reinforcement will reach me. 

Brigadier White has, 1 am glad to say, answered to my several “ ex- 
])resses,” by coming on* with tiui cavalry aiul horse artillery ; and by letter 
received to-day, I hojie he will reach my camp by the 28tli. I fear the 
negotiations about the Khyber are not likely to terminate favourably ; 



I should therefore be glad to have another iafaiitrv regiment ; but the 
unaccountable delay which has been taken place, makes it, I fear, 
liopeless. 

I have, &c., 

Gjio. Pollock. 

No. 216. — IJtutenant- Colonel Painin' to the Officer Commanding 

at Jellalabad. 

Ghiizmiv^ Mai'ch !, 1842 . 

Sir, — It is with much concern I acquaint you that, iVom want of water, 
and by an overpowering force under cover, and within fifty yards of us in 
the city, I have been coinpelh^d to enter into Uaans to evacuate the ciladed 
and fort, within six days. The garrison is to occupy tlie north-east corner 
of the town. The garrison is exhausted by fatigue and constant duty, 
and tlie men have suttered greatly from cold, the tliermoirieter liaving been 
14 degrees below zero. The terms are, honorable treatinof it and sal’ety 
whilst here and on the inarch to Cabool, solemnly sworn to by the chiefs. 
In capitulating, I liave *only a(‘ted up to the orders of Major Pottinger 
and General Elfiliinstono, who directed me, in an official letter, to 
evacuate tlu; citadel and city on tlie arrival of Rohilla Khan, son of 
Ainceiioolah Khan, Sirdar of Logiir. Tliis chief arrived, and jiroinist'd 
to (?scort us in safety to Cabool. Ameer Shumsoodeen Khan, n<‘phew of 
Dost Mahomed Khan, has also arrived as Governor of Ghuznec?, and as 
IVilitieal Agent. I rc^ceived instructions to march, iinmediatcdy on his 
arrival, for Cabool, from the late Sir W. Macnaghten, Bart. Abandoned 
as this garrison has been, In the very centre of the enemy's country, cut 
off from all communication with any quarter, and without a sufficiency of 
wat(‘r, even at this season, with two hundred men detached to hold an 
out»post, wliicli is destitute of water, and must have fallen in forty-eight 
hours, nothing but capitulation remained. From the out-post falling 
into the hands of the enemy, they would command our only well, and, 
coimnandi ng the fort, the whole garrison would have Ixjon destroyed in 
a few days. Tlie bearer has received only snlisisteiice on tlie road, and is 
to receive a liandsonu* rc'ward on delivering this letter. We have up- 
wards of 100 sick and wounded, and 137 casualties. The officers, 
iiHiliuling C'a])Uun Buriii'tt, 54th, and Lieutenant Crawford, Shah 
►Sliouja’s foixxN are all well. 

1 have, ike., 

T. Palmer, 

P.8. — There is great reason to fear for our safety, as there are thou- 
sands of Ciliazees in the city wdiom the chiefs cannot disperse. The snow 
is still deep. No tidings from the southward, but report says the troops 
hold the city of Caiidahar, and are daily fighting. 

No. 217 . — Notificathm bij Order of the Governor- General of India 

in Council. 

Fort WHlliamy April 4, 1842. 

The following copy of a dispatch from Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, 
Commainling at Gliuznee, to the address of the Officer Commanding at 
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Jellalabad, dated t^lst March 1842, is published for general informatioti 
by order of the Go^'iior-General in Council. 

The Governor-General in Council has directed that the Commander-in- 
chief will submit the conduct of Licuteiiant-Colohel Palmer, in surren- 
dering the citadel of Glmzuec, to the judgment of a Court-martial, at the 
earliest period which such court can be duly assi‘mbled. 

The Governor-CJenoral in Council has already (on the 28th of January 
last) directed that a full niiliiaiy inquiry shall be made into all the 
circumstances connected witli tlie direction and conduct of the troops at 
Cabool, at the earliest period at wliich such an inquiry may be 
practicable. 

The Governor-General in Council has now directed that the conduct 
of Major-Genend Elphinstono in Aifghanistan, shall bo submitted to the 
judgment of a C^onrt-Martial, at tlu', earliest period at which such court 
can be duly assembled. 

The Governor-General in Council will further direct that a. full inquiry 
shall likewise be made into the camduct of all the ]>olitk*al functionaries 
employed at Cabool, at the earliest possible |)('riod after he shall be in 
possession of c(Ttain material docmrumls, of wluch Jicjuis already ordered 
the immediate transnilssion to Government. 

By order of the Bight Ilonorablc the Governor-General of India in 
Council. 

T. H. Maddock. 

No. 218 . — Mr, Maddock io General Sir Jasper Nleolls, 

Fort William^ April 4, 1842. 

Sib, — Tlie Governor-General in Council has had under consideration, 
the letter from Lieutimant-Colonel J^ilmer, dated Ghuznee, the 1st 
March, 1812, addressed to the Olhcer commatiding at Jelialabad, in 
which Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, n^ports his having entered into terms 
of capitulation of the citadel of Ghuziiee. 

2. The Governor-General directs that your Excellency will su])mit 
the conduct of Eieutcnant-CohMiel Palmer, i!i so surrendering the 
citadel of Ghuznee, to the judgment of a Court-Martial at the earliest 
period at which such court can be duly assembled. 

3. Tlie Governor-General in Council lias, already (on the 28th of 
January last) dlrc'cted that your Exeellency will cause a full military 
inquiry to be made into the circumstances connected with the direction 
and conduct of th.e troo]»s at Cabool, at the (3arliest period at which such 
an iiKpiiry may be j)nicticable. 

4. The Governor-Giau'ral in Council now directs that your Excellency 
will submit tlie co’iduct of Major-General Elphiiistone, in A tlgluiiiistan, 
to the judgment of a Court-Martial at the earliest period at which su(‘h 
court can he duly assembled. 

5. The Governor-General in Council will on Ids part cause a full 
inquiry to be made into the conduct of all the political functionaries 
employed at Cabool, at the earliest possible period alter he shall be in 
possession of certain firaterial d<icuments, of which he has already ordered 
the immediate transmission to Government, 

I have, &c.. 


T. II. Maddock. 
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No, 219. — The Governor'-General of India to the Secret CortmilLiec^ 

Benarcii^ April 21, No. 3, 1842. 

IIoNOttABLF. Sirs, — I have already fuldressecl a letter, from this place, 
to the Honorable the Court of Directors, to announce my departure from 
the Presidency to the North-West Provinces, and my progress to this 
station, en route to Alhduibad, ■where I siiall for a time fix my head- 
quarters. 

2. The impediments to correspondence attendant on a journey by 
dak, more particularly at this s(‘ason of the ye ar, will preclude me from 
entering into a full and complete detail of all tlie important proceedings 
of the Government, during tlio last immth, in tlie Secret and Political 
Department ; but I will endeavour, during my sliort stay at tliis place, to 
arrange for the in formation of your Honorable CoinniRlee, a prftns of the 
most interesting events whieli have occurnd, and have been reported to 
me, since the date of the last dispatches from the Governor-lioiicral in 
Council, transmitted to the Home authorities by tlie last mail. 

3. Confining myself chiefly in this disj)atch to tlie correspondence 
relative to the }>rogress of events in Afghanistan, I have to refer your 
Honoralile Committee to the inclosures of tliis dispatt*h. 

4. From th<*se you will learn tliat the garrison of .Jellalabad, under 
the command of Major-General Sir 11. Sale, has continiKHl to upliold tin; 
honor and r<^])utatioii of the British arms, by maintaining its jiosition 
against a large besieging force of the. enemy, headed by Malioined Akbar 
Khan, under great privations from a scarcity ol’ provisions for the men, 
and forage for the cattle, with a degree of spirit and devotion that has 
gained for the officers and men composing Sir B. Sale’s small force, the 
sympathy and admiration of their countrymen in India, and has entitled 
tiiem to the gratitude and applause* of the Indian Gov(;rnmeiit. 

5. Your Honorable Committee is aware that the Ibrtifications of Jel- 
lalabad, raised principally by tlie zeal and assiduity of the garrison, Iiad 
sustained considerable injury by the violent earthquake whieli occurred in 
that vicinity on tlie 19th February. The damages were spetidily repaired 
by the unwearied exertions of the garrison, ami the troops have since 
continued to maintain their ])ost witJi linie loss, availing tJjemselves of 
every opportunity to make sorties against the besiegers, wdiich have been 
invariably attended with success to our arms, and with discomfiture and 
serious loss to tlie enemy. Major-General Sir B. Sale, without ever 
hazarding tiie safety of his garrison and post, has, on many of these 
occasions, inflicted severe injury on the besieging army, and lias, by the 
promptness and vigour of his sallies, secured for himself the ibragt; 
grounds of the immediate neighbourhood, and, on a late occasion, in an 
atiair of great brilliancy, succeeded in capturing a large Hock of sheep, 
led out to pasture within 800 yards of the walls, in the fare of MaJioined 
Akbar’s army. And it should be recorded to the credit of this gallant 
band, tliat its spirit and energy have not relaxinl even aft(u* tlie repeated 
disappointment of its expectations of early relief, and under the dis- 
couraging circumstances of the failure of Brigadier Wild’s , attempt to 
force the Kliyber Pass, and of the whole of the tmops, both European and 
native, being straightened for provisions, with a defieiency of ammuni- 
tion, and apparently d<ipendent entirely on their own resources alone. 
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6. I feel it to be a pleasing duty to dw(dl on the gallant and loyal 
servi(‘es of the sinali^force under Sir R. Sale, placed in circumstances of 
so much dirticulty and peril, with an active and inveterate enemy in their 
front and the Khyber Pass closed upon them in their rear, and I have 
now the satisfaction of informing yon, that their enduring and persever- 
ing resistance to the enemy has probably ere this been brought to a 
happy close by the flight of Mahomed Aklwir, and the appearance of Ma- 
jor-General Pollock’s army in tlic j)Iains of Jellalabad. 

7. Your Honorable Committee is aware that the Major-General, on 
his arrival in the camp before Peshawur, found the four infantry regi- 
ments under Brigadier Wild, dispirited from their recent faili^ before 
Ali Musjid, enfeebled by an epidemic whicli had thrown a large portion 
of the force into hospital, and looking forward to another advance into 
the Khyber witli so much liorror, that even the arrival of Her Majesty’s 
0th Regimcmt of Foot failed to inspire the native troops with their usual 
confidence, and it thence became an object with the Major-General to 
defer his advance for the relief of Jellalabad till he should be joined by 
that portion of the reinforcing troops which was still in the rear. This 
consisted of one troop of Horse Artillery, Her Maj(\sty's 3rd Light 
Dragoons, the 1st Regiment Light Cavalry, and Her Majesty's 31st Foot, 
besides details. This connminieation betw(‘en Jellalabad and Pr^sliawnr 
was, at this time, very irregular ; ])nt Major-General Pollock succeeded, 
with s{)me dilliculty in informing Sir Rol)ert Sale of the state of affairs 
in his camp, and the clear expediency of his waiting, if ])ossibl(‘, for tlie 
junction of the wliole of his force, before he attempted a ino\ ement, addiiig, 
however, that wlnmever Sir R. Sale should feel himself rc'duced to sucli 
straits that h<^ had no prospect of holding out longer unless relieved, the 
attempt should at all hazards lw‘ made. 

8. The scarcity of provisions at Jellalabad, particularly of meat for 
the rmropean soldiers, and the great difficulty of longer feeding the cat- 
tle, convinced Major-General l\ilIoek that he could not prudently defer 
his advance till he shniild fx! joined by Her Majesty's 3 1st Foot, which 
was not expected to cross the Indus before tlie middle; of tlie present 
month, and he lia<l consequently resolved to wait only for the arrival of 
the cavalry and guns, which were expected to join him by the end of 
Mar(di. After the arrival of these troops, however, further delay becaini; 
unavoidable, in eonsetiuenee, first, of h(‘iivy rain, and, secondly, of 
the arrangements necessary to lx; made with Rajah Golab Sing, and the 
other gcmerals of the Sikh army of co-operation, as to the particular 
service which tly^*;*' were to jxTform in forcing the passes, and the force 
evoiild not t^'Crefore coifi^enee its inarch till the dth instant. 

9. lu'ajor-General PollX^K^k’s dispatch, a coi)y of whieii forms tlie in- 
closiuT, No. 17, willfully inl^)rni your Committee* of the succ(;ssful eom- 
niencement of this opera^on j and the Notification which I have 
publish(;d on the occasion will^ show how highly 1 appreciate the servieea 
of Her Majesty’s and the H()/noi»jjP]o Company’s troops, and the zealous 
<;o-operation afforded by Sikh army. After the favourable com- 
ineii cement of the advanc^. on Jellalabad, I trust that we need not antici- 
pate any further opj)ositi^^j] which cannot be easily overcome in the only 
remaining strong points ;of the defile, a short distance from Dakka, where 
we arc likely to meet wiili oi)position. And I liope, before the dispatch 
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of this letter, to have it in my power to congratulate ypur Committee on 
tlie safe arrival of the army before Jellalubad. 

10. Your Oommitt<ie will gather from Major-General Pollock’s previ- 
ous dispatches, and his correspondence with Captain Mackeson, that 
negotiations had for some time been in progress with Maliks of . the 
Khyher tribes for a free i)iussage through the defile. I am not clearly 
informed of tht^ precise point at whicli these negotiations had arrived at 
tijc date of Major-General l^ollock’s advance ; but it appears generally, 
that the Maliks had evinced a willingness to treat, but could not entirely 
overcome the bigotry of the tribes, or depend on their forbearance and 
sabmissioii to the terms to which the clhefs would have themselves 
agreed. Gppositibn, though feeble, was niad(^ to our advance, and a 
portion of the money promised to the Maliks had been actually paid to 
them. Malionied Akbar Khan appears to have sent a portion of his own 
j(>rco as far as Ali Musjld, to co-o]>erate in the opposition to our advance ; 
hut his troops retired from tin? pt»sitioii which they had taken up, on the 
night of the oth instant, and the fort of Ali JMusjid was found evacuated, 
and was immediately o(‘eiH)ied by a llritish detachment. 

11. I have said that the 8ikh army co-operated efficiently with 
,Major-Gen(‘ral Pollock’s force, in the storming of the aj)proaches 
To Ali Musjid, and wluui t!»e disorganized vstate of that army, and 
the eoinjndsion phu’cd on Jhijah (jiolab Sing, in ordering him on 
this service, with the most tnistwa>rtliy of the whole Sikh army, 
wIku) iiis own interests railed loudly for his presence in another 
;u»(i distant quarter of the Sikh dominions, arc fairly considered, 
\our Honorable (hunmittee will rc'gard these services as a very strong 
proof of tlie fidelity of tlui Lalion^ Durbar, and of its steady friendship 
to the Jiritish Govcu’innent ; and 1 am anxious to mark, in the strongest 
aiauner, the sense which 1 ent(Ttain of the steady attachment to our in- 
terests whi(‘!i has Ijeen on this occasion displayed by the Government of 
3Iaharajah Shere Sing. 

12. 1 hnv<‘ referred, in a septiralc letter, to the lamentable convcuition 
I'jitered into on the 1st ultimo, by Ineutenanl-Colonel Palmer, command- 
ing the fortress of Ghuziiee, by which that oflicer stipulated to evacuate 
tlie citadel in six days, on an engagement, on tlie part of the hostile 
troops, to convey the garrison in siifety to Peshaw'ur. No authentic ac- 
counts have ))een received from Lieuteuaiit-Coloiiel Palmer since the date 
of his letter announcing this Ci)n volition ; but, from the concurrence of 
native reports received through different channels, llicre remains little 
doubt of the evacuation having aetimlly taken })lace, and of the garrison 
having fallen victims to the fiiry of fanatic Ghazec^s, who were numerous 
in the town. 

Pk Party dissension appears, from the letters of Lieutenant Conolly, 
to have been carried to such a height at Cabool, as effecUially to have 
prevented the chiefs from combining in any efforts often threatened, to 
eipiip a force for the reduction of Jellalabad ; and Mahomed Akbar has 
in conse(|uence been left to prosecute with little or no aid from the. capital 
tlie siege of that place. , 

14. The British prisoners at Cabool appear to owe their safety to the 
friendly protection of Nawab Zeman Khan, to whom Shah Shooja is 
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i»«presentetl a6 hostile, and from Whom he has frequently demanded the 
delivery of the prisoners. 

15. A constant correspondence has been maintained between Shah 
Sliooja and Captain Maegregor at Jellalabad, in which the former labours 
to prove his unintorru]>tod devotion to British interests, ami to induce 
this Government to grant him pecuniary aid. He has also addressed 
letters to me, find to my Agent on the north-west frontier, in which he 
offers an explanation of the origin of the insurrection at Cabool in 
November last ; and represents the manner in which, if his advice had 
been taken, it might have been suj)pvessed, and the safety of our troops 
miglit at all events luive ])een secured. I have not thought it. proper to 
notice these letters, and 1 wait for fuller j>articujars of , all the incidents 
v/hicli preceded and followed the tragedy at Cabool, before I can venture 
to form a judgment of the degree of culpability attaching to tlie several 
actors in those laraoiitable transactions. I have not yet received the 
statements of Major Pottiiiger, which are known to have reached Captain 
Maegregor in the month of January last ; but 1 may expect these docu- 
ments, or other means of ascertaining facts now doubtful, from Major- 
General Pollock, soon after his amval at Jellalabad. 

16. The post of Kelat i-Ghilzye appears to have continued unmo- 
lested since tl;c date of the last report to your Committee. But the 
army under Atta Malioine<l has been kcjd together, notwithstanding his 
defeat by Major-General Nott ; and assumed an attitude wddeh gave that 
General hopes, more than oime, of being able to bring it to action. For 
some time the state of the weather prevented his undertaking operations 
in the field, but at lengtli be marched out of Candaliar, about the 7th 
ultimo, with the greater part of the force to attack the enemy ; and when 
he had been led in tlie pursuit to a distance of nearly thirty miles from 
Candaliar, a strong detachment from the enemy's army, passing his Hank, 
made a sudden and rapid movenumt on Candaliar, and, arriving before 
the city, commenced a desperate assault, in wliich they succeeded in 
obtaining possession of one of the gates, but were ultimately, after 
a se^e^e struggle, re])ulscd with heavy loss. This occurred on the 11th 
ultimo, and 1 have not heard of any subsi^quent engagements in that 
quarter. 

17... Ill consequence of the scarcity of funds in tire treasure chest at 
Candaliar, and tlie difficulty thence arising of iiegociating bills on Shikar- 
pore and other places, but at heavy loss, ami in const-queiice also of a 
deficiency in some essential articles of mediidne for the use of the hospi- 
tals, inucli anxiety had been expressed by the authorities at Candaliar for 
the early Iransmission of an ew.ort from Upjier Sinde through Quetta in 
charge of supplies of cash and medicines. Major-General England, 
commauding in Upper Sinde, had been preparing to advance with 
a complete brigade to Shawl, in support of Major-General Nott, whether 
with a view -to cover his retreat, if he decided on retrograding, or to 
keep up the communication with him if he resolved to maintain him- 
self at Candahar. The Major-General did not expect to be able to 
commfmce his march from the valley of the Indus before the latter 
end of Marcli, and he*" was averse to move his troops forward in detach- 
ments, but intended to carry up through the Bolan Pass a complete 
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with or not. We were disposed to consider the nieaa^re unnecessary, as 
the requisition of Mtqor Outram appeared to have originated in an 
unfounded apprehension of an impending insurrection in Sinde, and as 
the amount of force, which Brigadier England proposed to leave for the 
protection of the country below the Bolan Pass, seemed to us to be fully 
adequate to that end. We were, besides, convinced that the corps 
required could not be put in motion in time to produce tlie effect desired. 

3. From the correspondence before us, we are unable to ascertain on 
what grounds, or by what authority, Brigadier Webber has taken upon 
himself to order tlie 1 9th Regiment to Sinde, but the entire responsibility 
of the measure wcnild ai)pear to rest with tliat officer. He had not, as 
i\\r as we can gatlier from the correspondence, received any instructions 
from your Excell€‘ncy to that effect ; and the only intimation we have of 
the measure originating in any communication from Mr. Clerk is to be 
found in his letter to your Excellency of the 8th instant, in the last 
paragraph of which he says, I have taken the liberty to prepare 
Lieutenant-Colonel Eckford, commanding at Ferozepore, for the receipt 
of 3 X)ur Excellency’s orders for the immediate dispatch of a regiment, in 
compliance with Major Outram’s refpiisitioii.” 

4. But here we see no authority to justify the officer comniandiug at 
Ferozepore in detaching the 19tli Regiment to Sukkur, without the 
express sanction of the head of the Army ; and we shall not^ be satisfied 
that Brigadier Webber has not acted precipitately and iinjiroperly, till we 
rcHieive such an explanation of his conduct as your Excellency will no 
doubt have called for. 

5. As far as wc are at present informed, wc csfnnot but regret the 
dispatch of the 19th Regiment Native Infantry from Ferozepore to Sinde, 
and that the meS^e particularly, as we fear that the season will be too far 
advanced for its return, even if its I'ccall at this moment should not on 
I)olitical grounds, be expedient. 

We have, &c., 

Ellenhoiiough, W. Casement, W. W. Bird, & H. T. Phinsef. 


No. 222. — General Pollock to Mr, Madclock, 

PeshawvjZf Mirch 7, 1842 , 

Sir, — 1 have the honor to forward copy of letter received this morning 
from Jellalabad, of date the 22nd ultimo. 

I yesterday forwarded one from that place, of date the 1st instant, 
and it is therefore unnecessary to make any remarks upon the present 
inclosure. 

I regret to say, that during yesterday twenty-two men of the d3rd 
Regiment Native Infantry have deserted. 

I have, &c., 

G. POLEOCK. 

P.S. — Since writing the above, I have received a report that one 
havildar and nineteen sepoys of the 60th Regiment Native Infantry, have 
also deserted. 


b 1 ' 2 
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No. 223. — Major-General Sir R. Sale to Captain Pvnsonh^f. 

Jellalabad^ February 22, 1842. 

Sir, — O ur troops having laboured incessantly in the works since the 
great earthquake, the circumstances of which I have communicated to 
Major General Pollock, C. B., the extent to which our men have rebuilt 
the parapets, repaired the jmiicipal breach, cleared out the ditch, and 
restored the defences of the towers, really excites my surprise and admira- 
tion. We have had a succession of shocks by night and day since tlie 
terrific phenomenon of tlie morning of the 19th instant, but they have; 
done no damage. Yesterday about half-])ast 10, a. m., a force of not 
fewer than 300 of the eneiny’s horse mad<‘ a sudden attack upon our 
foraging party ; it was coniinanded by Jemadar Deena Sing, of the oth 
Light Cavalry", who had forty-eight troopers of the two €or}>s under his 
orders. His videttes wore well posted, and with most praiseworthy cool- 
ness, he called in liis grass-cutters, gradually withdrew his detached men, 
and formed up to receive the (*hargc of the advancing AfFghans. His 
bold attitude kept them in check, until he was reinforced by sixty Sowars 
of Shah Shoqja’s cavalry under Lieutenant Mayne. A few round shots 
were directed at the horse from tlie ramparts, and, on tlie appearance of 
the Shalfs troops, th.e enemy, though very wtdl mount(‘d and so superior 
in numbers, went off over the hill, and returned to their camp at Ameer 
Khail without further attempt ; they cut down, indeed, some, and carried 
off others, of our unfortunate grass-cutters, who had wandered too far to 
be able to retire under the protection of the Jemadar’s party, but tlie 
demonstration appeared to me not very creditable to tlHir eiiterprize or 
resolution. The supply of 3,000 rupees by Toorabaz Khan’s people has 
been very acceptable. 

This morning the enemy’s skirmishers again attacked our foragers on 
the hills to tlie southward of the place. These foragers were escorted by 
Lieutenant Mayne, of Shah Shooja’s cavalry, with ninety Sowars ; at tlar 
very commencement of tlie affair, 1 sent him positive orders to retire 
within the fort, and not to risk an engagement ; he was falling back very 
slowly, securing his grass-cutters, wlien large bodies of tlie enemy were 
seen stealing in loose order across the plain from Ameer KhaiL 

When united, ^thoy formed a body of not fewer tlian 1,000 iiu'.n. 
Lieutenant Mayne was now so pressed in his retreat, that determining 
not to be taken in flank, lie fronted, charged the Atfgluin skirmishers tuid 
the head of their column, and drove them back towards the Iiilis on v/hicli 
they had originally appeared. Their overpowering numbers again com- 
pelled him to retire, and th(’ skirmish which I had desired entirely to avoid, 
now continued on the plain. Perceiving the numerical superiority of the 
enemy, I sent out to Lieutenant Majne’s assistance, first, bodies of 
infimtry and sapjiers under Colonel Dennie, to occupy the rocky mounds 
and old walls on his flank, and then the whole of our cavalry, and two 
9-pounders under Captains Abbott and Oldfield. The enemy’s horse 
were pressing on, bul upon Captain Oldfield’s advancing against them, 
hastily and in confusion refused the combat, and retired to the distant 
heights. Our guns did some mischief amongst them, and the •.vhole force 



brigaile, and to convey to Candaliar or to the Kojiick Pass, about twenty 
3acs of treasure, besides various supplies of mediiinos and stores* 
At the pressing instances of the Political Agent, Major Outram, 
liaeked by the requisition of Major-General Nott, Major-General Eng- 
land at length consented to coitimence his advance with the troops 
detailed ip the margin*, leaving the remainder of tlie troo[>s to follow 
when tlicir commissariat and other arrangements should be com- 
pleted. 

accordingly commenced his march on the 7ih ultimo, and arrived 
at Quel ta without dithculty on the 16th ultimo. 

18. The state of a hairs at Candahnr, as then known at Quetta, w«as 
not such as to liave made an immediate efibrt to push on a portion of the 
treasure mid sujiplies indispensabl}^ necessary ; and Major-General Nott 
liiul (k'chired his int<?ntion not to detach a party from his force to meet 
and relicv<* the ( scort on the road betw^een Quetta and Candahar, and 
there was j*(x*ordingly no obvious object of importance to induce Major- 
General ikighmd to advance beyond Quetta, before he w^as strengthened 
by the arrival of lus reinforcements from Sinde. 

ilh He, however, moved out from Quetta on the 26th ultimo, and 
met wifli Slight opposition till liis approach to Hykulzye, where he found 
JMahomed 8adik^s force strongly posted in a position difficult of approach, 
on the defences of which much ]>rcvioiis labour has been sjjent. The 
Gonorars dispatch of the . 1st instant froiu Quetta, wdll gi^^e your 
Honorable Chunmittee all the details of tiie failure of his attempt to 
force the enemy’s position ; the subsequent abandonment of the 
etibrt, and his retnait, without further loss or serious molestation from 
the enemy, to the pOvSt of Quetta, Some excitement is said to have 
pr<w’a,ilod among the Irilx^s about the Bolan Pass, and tlie feeling in parts 
of Cutchee and Sinde appears to be hostile, but no actual disturbances of 
any serious nature have taken place, and the Brahoees and all under the 
{idhu nce of the Khan of Kelat maintain an attitude of friendship and 
cor.iideiit reliance on the British jiowxt. 

20. Mr. Clerk, the Agent to the Governor-General on the north- 
western frontier, has been for some time at tlie Court of Maharajah Sherc 
Sing, employed in discussions with the JMaliarajah, and liis minister 
Kajah Dliyan Sing, on the arrangemeuts for the eo-operation of the Sikh 
army wulli the British forces under the coimnand of Major-General 
Pollock, and on llie general state of Sikh ufiairs. His advice and ex- 
hortations have met with ready attention from the Durbar, his intercourse 
witli w'hich ajipears to have been very satisfactorya 

I have, &c., 

Ellenborougii. 

P.S. — Since writing the above, 1 have received, through Major-General 
Pollock, Major-Cieneral Sir Robert Sale’s report of tlie brilliant result of 
an attack wdiich he directed against tlie camp of Mahomed Akbar Khan, 
on the morning of the 7th inst. Nearly the whole of the troops conipos- 


* Four guns Horse A ninety ; wing of her Majesty’s 41st Foot; troop of 3rd 
bight Cavalry ; wing of 6tb Native lofautry ; a detachment of 100 Poona Horse. 
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ing the garrison.of Jellalabad s^iared in this bold and gallant exploit, 'and 
your C'oiumittee \v^ll not fail justly to appreciate the last and memorable 
proof of the zeal, gallantry, and devotion with which Major-General Sir 
Robert Sale, and the brave troops under his command, have, under every 
privation and difHculty, maintained thoir post, and displayed in repeated 
conflicts, the iiudaunted spirit of British soldiers, in attacking, pr repel- 
ling the attacks of an enemy infliiitely superior to them in numbers. 


No. 220 , — The Governor^ General of India in Coimeilto General 
Sir Jasper Nicolls, 

Fori William^ March 23, 1842. 

Siu, — We have received your Excellency’s letter of the (ith instant, on 
the subject of Major Oiitrain’s requisition for a native regiment to be 
sent down the Sutlej from Ferozepore, as a reinforcement to the troops 
in Sinde ; and we have had under our consideration the hdters from 
Major Outram of 2olh of February, and from Mr. Clerk of 3rd and 8th 
of March, relative to the necessity of reinibreements for Sinde ; but we 
feel disposed to concur in the oj)inion your Excellency has expressed with 
reference to that requisition. It appears that Brigadier England intend- 
ed to commence his movomciit. through the Bolan Pass about the 20th 
instant, that is, before any troops could have reached Sukkiir from Feroze- 
pore, if your Excellency had thought fit to comply with the requisition ; 
and farther, that Brigadier England had arranged that three battalions 
with four guns should remain at Sukkur and Shikarj)ore on his advance, 
a force which seemed to us ani]>ly sulfieient to protect thos(‘ points, 
according to the view we have been accustomed to take of the valor and 
discipline of our native regiments, and of the spirit and ability of the 
officers by whom they have been commanded. 

We were satiwsfiod that, if the requisition had seemed to your Excellency 
to be one with wliich it was fit to comply, your Excellency would have 
so informed us, and would have placed the regiments in inarch. It was 
evidently impossible for us to give any useful instruction upon the sub- 
ject, to your Excellency, us we only received the letter bn the i 6th and 
17th instant, a few days before the intended advance of Brigadier England 
from Dadur, which the detachment of a regiment from Ferozepore was 
said to be necessary to protect. 

We have, 8cc., 

Eh,ekbokocgii, W. Casement, W.W. Bird, & II. T. Prinsep. 


No. 221. — The Governor-General of India in Council to General Sir 

Jasper Nicolls, 

Fort William^ March 30, 1842. 

Sir, — The correspondence relative to the requisition of Major Outram 
for a corps of Native Infantry to be sent down from Ferozepore to Sinde, 
and the actual dispatch of the 1 9th Regiment by Brigadier Webber, has 
been this day under tfee consideration of Government. 

2. We had already, in our letter of the 23rd instant, left it to the 
decision of your Excellency whether this requisition should be complied 
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me, and one from me to Captain Macgregor. letter was written with 
rice water, otherwise I could not Imve ventured to^ inform In’m of the 
state of the Sepoys. 

The delay of the 3rd Brigade has caused me much anxiety, but I know 
the cavalry and artillery are now hastening on. 

I have, &c., 

Geo. Pollock. 

No. 227. — Major-General Pollock to Captain Maccfrcgor, 

Carnp^ Peskawur^ March 12, 1842. 

My Dear Macgregor, — I will write you a very short note with 
reference to yours and Sale’s of the 8tli. 

It must, IK) doubt, appear to you and Sale most extraordinary that, 
w the force 1 liave here, I do not at once move on ; God knows it has 
been my am^ious wisli to do so, but I have been helpless. I came on 
a-head to Peshawur to arrange for an advance, but was saluted with a 
Teport of 1,900 si(jk, and a bad feeling among the Sepoys. I visited the 
hospitals, and endeavoured to eiicounige by talking to them ; but they 
had 710 heart 

I hoped that when the time came they would go. 

On tlie 1st instant the feeling on the part of the Sepoys broke out, and 
I had the mortificaiion of knowing that the Hindoos, of four out of five 
native corj)s, refused to advance. I immediately took measures to sift 
the evil, and gradually a re-action has taken place in the belief that 1 will 
wait for the reiiiforc{‘in(?nt ; this has caused me the utmost anxiety on 
your account ; your situation is never out of my thoughts ; but having 
told you wliat 1 have, you and Sale will at once see that necessity has 
kept me here. 

J have sent five expresses to hurry on the 1st Division of the next 
Brigade ; it consists oi‘ 3rd Dragoons, a troop of Horse Artillery, 1st 
Light Cavalry, the 33rd I'iative Infantry, and two companies of 6th 
Native Infantry, all fresh and witiiout faint I verily believe if I were to 
attempt to move on now without the reinforcement, that the four regi- 
ments implicated would, as lar as the Hindoos are concerned, stand fast. 

Pray, therefore, tell me without the least reserve the latest day you 
can hold out. If I could, I would tell you the day when 1 expect the 
rcinlbrcements, but 1 cannot. I may, however, I believe with safety, 
say, that they will arrive by the end of this month. 

The ease, therefore, now stands thus : — whether I am to attempt^ with 
my present materials, to advance, and risk the appearance of disaffection 
or cowardice, which, in such a case, could not again be got over, or wait 
the arrival of a reinforcement, which will make all sure — this is the real 
state of the case ; if I attempted now, 1 might risk you altogether ,* but 
if you can hold out, the reinforcements would make your relief as certain 
as any earthly thing can be. 

Our only object in going to Jellalabad is to release you and bring 
you back with us to this ; but it is necessary that this should be kept a 
profound secret. ' 

Believe me, &c. 


Geo, Pollock. 
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No. 22%,’^Major'’Ge7teral Pollock to Mr. Mnddock. 

Camp, Koivulsiir^ March 15, l8-]2. 

— Yesterday I did myself the honor to forward copies of letttTs ' 
from Captain Mackoson and Ca[)tain Conolly, but I did not like to delay 
these A^ery interesting letters for any remarks from me. 

The fall of Ghuznee is a dreadful blow to our interests, and will much 
encourage Mahomed Akbar’s troops in their attack on Jellalabad. The 
only hope I entertain for Ghuznee consists in the circumstance of Major 
Out ram having written to Colonel Palmer, on the 24th ultimo, uTgiiig 
and encouraging him to liold his post. Tins letter Avas dispatclu'd from 
Dadur on the 24th, and the bearer promised to convey it to Ghuznee In 
ton days, in wliich case it might reach Colonel Palmer before he had con- 
cluded liis ncgociatioii Avith the Afghans. 

The sad example of Cabool has proved to ns tlie utter inutility of 
forming treaties with Atlghans on such occasions, SliouTd Colonel 
Palmer have unhappily been induced to trust to the good faith of his 
ojjponcnts, 1 fear that lie and his party will be annihilated. From what 
I have heard of tiio late occurrences at Caliool, and from the infonnalion 
which 1 have obtained of the state of Aflghanistan generally, I sliould say 
that, apart from the natural treachery of the Aftghan elmract(‘r, tlie 
country is now so divided by the dhferent eontending part ies, and tlie 
Siiirit of fanaticism is so strong, that nom^ Of the chiefs Iiave the poAver, 
even supposing them to have the inclination, to give our troops the pro- 
tection for which Colonel Palmer has negociated. 

Captain Mackeson has complied with Captain Conolly \s rcriuest, by 
giving out that all bills will be dishonoured bearing the signature of the 
Envoy and Minister, JMajor Poltinger, or Captain Conolly. Cajitain 
Conolly, by crying doAvn the credit of the bills hchl liy the chiefs for 
twelve lacs of rupees, has done the (government most essential service, 
as llie want of money at Cabool aauII 1 trust jnit it out of tho power of 
any party tliere to (kspiitch troops to Joiialabad. 

J cannot help thinking that Captain (k>nolly must liave been misin- 
formed regarding the letter Avhich he states was Avrit ten l)y Rajah Golab 
Sing. .1 have already stated, in former letters, that I do not give the 
Rajali credit for cordially assisting us, but 1 think liim too cautious to 
commit himself by an expression such us “ that the Sikhs would join 
against us.’’ 

I have written to Captain Conolly to say, that the. Newab’s kindness 
to the' Britisli subjects should be brought to the notice of the Jlight 
Honorable tlie Governor-General in Council, and that I felt certain tliat 
such service would not ))e forgotten. 

With reference to the eighth paragraph of Captain Maekeson’s letter, 

1 regret that I cannot spare the services of an oliicer to remain at the 
Attock ; })ut we have there a Kessaldar and 20 irregular horse, and 
1 liave given directions to the Ptessaldar to be on the watch regarding the 
bridge. 

Ca])tairi Lawrence, with the zc'al which has so frequently induced liim 
to undergo many hardshi})s and annoyances, when he thinks he can be 
of service, has volunteered to ride over to the Attock a day or tAAo before 
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retired within the walls with the regularity of a day of exercise. Our 
loss lias been trifling, which the underneath return will show. 

I have, 

R, SaI/T3. 


Return of Killed^ Wo7inded, and Miftsing^ of the Foraging Party itnder 
‘ the command of Lieutenant Mayne^ February 21 and 22, 1842. 



No. 224. — Major-Gmeral Pollock to Mr. MaddocJi. 

Camp^ Peshawur^ Mfoxh 11, 1842. 

8ir, — I have the honor to aoknowlc^lge tlie receipt of your letter dated 
24tli ultimo, containing tin', instructions of the Right Honorable the 
Governor-General in Council for my guidance. 

1 had, previous to their receipt, addressed Cajhain Maegregor on the 
subject of the prisOiu'rs, asking whether any overtures had been j>roposed 
or deiiuiiided. I have again addnissed him, but 1 suspect no letters I 
now send to him are likely to reach liim. 

You will have s(‘eii Sir R. Sale’s letter, as also Cai)tain Maegre^gor’s, 
dated the 1st. In the foriner it is stated lliat liicre were rations for the 
Europeans for thirty -five days, or until the 4tli of April, and tlie fort was 
again strong. 

The unfortunate panic among the Hindoo Sepoys, already reported, 
has, in a measure, been overcome, but they still dread an advance to 
Cabool by this road. I hop(i I may cidculate on their advance to dellala- 
bad ; but I am most anxious to add the dragoons and the horse artillery 
to my present force ; theiV presence will give additional confidence to 
my own troops, and operate favourably on the bill triKcJs in the ])ass, arul 
enable mo to drive Mahomed Akbar Khan before me, 

1 herewith inclose a report from Captain Mackeson of the progress of ^ 
our negotiations with the Aurukzyes, and, on this point, I confess 1 am 
most anxious ; it may in the abstract be considered tlie raoi*e glorious 
course to force the pass when joined by the horse artillery and the caval- 
ry ; l)ut it becomes me to consider all I have to»do. Tim object of my 
advance is to relieve Sir R. Sale and bring him back. The means at my 
disposal for the conveyance of the sick and wounded is necessarily linii- 
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ted. /If I am unfortunately compelled to force the piiss, I must c^rry on 
nriy sick and ^tounded. At Jellalabad I must receive the sick and 
wounded of Sir R. Sale’s force, and our return will, in all probability, 
very greatly increase the number. My object, therefore, is, if possible, 
to reach Jellalabad without ^vounded men. It would give encourage- 
ment to those who still dread the pass, and sure I am that we shall have 
no easy passage on our return. For these reasons 1 have halted here. I 
have written express to Lieutenant-Colonel White to leave his detach- 
ment with the dragoons and horse artillery (if the infantry inipt‘de him), 
and to advance by forced marches. If he* should arrive about the 2oth, 
I can wait till then. I liope to hear from him to-day or to-morrow : his 
detention at the Ilavee was most unfortunate, for he would otherwise 
certainly arrive in time. I have to-day addressed Lieutenant-Colonel 
Pabner, and liave requested him to communicate his views and wishes. 
I have called his attention to the Guhree Pass, and have told him to let 
me know if I can in any way aid him. The latest news froif! Jellalabad 
is conveyed in a native letter of doubtful autliority ; by it, there appear 
to have been engagements both on Thursday and Friday last week, and 
on last Tuesda^^ the 8th instant. Our for(‘e is described as holding its 
own against Mahomed Akbar, who is said to have completely invested the 
place, but to have been unsuccessful in all the attacks wl»ich lie has made. 
Suspicions are thrown out in this letter, of Mahomed Akbar and the 
Shah Shoqja acting in concert. 

Syud Azooddeeri was sent by me with 5,000 repees in gold, and 10,000 
in silver, to Jellalabad ; he writes, that he was attack(>d on tlie road and 
pursued to his village of Mi^r Chenee, in which he is shut up ; the 
village is fourteen coss from Jellalabad, but I fear that there is little 
chance of this money arriving. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock, 

No. 225 . — Mr* Maddock to Major-General Pollock. 

Fort William^ March 30 , 1842 . 

Sm, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch, dated 
11th instant, submitting a report of Captfiin Mackesoii on his negoti- 
ations with the Khyberees, acknowledging the receipt of tlie instructions 
of the 24th ultimo, and adverting to the stale of your views respecting an 
advance ; and in reply, to observe, that as you must now be in possession 
of the views and wishes of Government with respect to the movements 
of the force under your command, the Governor-General in Council does 
not think it necessary to give you any further instructions in reply to this 
communication. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 

No. 226 . — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

€ Camp, Kowulsur^ March 13 , 1842 . 

Sir, — I have the honor to transmit herewith copies of letters as 
follow ‘.—One from Sir R, Sale to me, one from Captain Maegregor to 
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the arrival o£ Brigadier Wlute’s force, and see that every assistance is 
given in crossing the ta^oops over the river. 

Syud Azoodeen, whose departure for Jellalabad with money was 
reported in my letter to your address dated the lltii instant, has returiied. 
He reports that finding it impossible to reach Jellalabad himself, he sent 
three Sowars with the gold (amounting to 12,000 Rs.) which two of the 
Sowars carried into the fort, although closely pursued by the enemy, 
while the third returned to the Syud with the intelligence. 

The Syud’s return here with the silver (3,000 Rs.) is a sufficient proof 
of his having acted honestly himself on this occasion ; and be assui’cs me 
that there is not the slightest doubt of the trutli of the Sowar’s report, 
lie stales that Mahomed Akbar Khan has 12,000 of the Ooloos collected 
round Jellalabad, to whom he, is enabled to give the daily half seer of attah 
customary on such occassioiis, by having secured three lacs of rupees 
from the [)roperty plundered from our officers near Khoord CabooL 

This account of the force surrounding Jellalabad makes rne the more 
desirous to advance ; and therefore anxious for the speedy arriv^al of the 
dragoons and horse artillery. 

In my letter to your address of tlie 13th insi., I have stated, 1 know 
the (cavalry and horse artillery are advancing.” . This w\as written in con- 
setpicnce of my having previously directed Brigadier White to leave the 
treasure, 8cc. with the infantry, and to move on witli the cavalry and 
liorsi* artillery ; but I regret excieedirigly that, by order, Brigadier While 
lias been prohibited from adopting this course ; and I much dread the 
detention which will ensue at eacli river from crossing so many camels 
and troops ut one time, may greatly endanger Sir 11. Sale’s safety. 

The feeling amongst tlie St^poys of four of the native regiments he‘i(' 
against an advam^e has been frecjuently reported by Jiie. Of late weh.A'*" 
had no desertions : 1 attribute this to a report which has been general I v 
credited in camp, of 20 deserters having been murdered before they 
reat hed the Attoek ; but 1 anticijiate raiire desertions, and much bad 
feeling, if 1 attempt to advance before the arrival of more Europeans and 
reinforcements, e. the dragoons and horse artillery. 

I have, fkc., 

G. Pollock. 


1^0. 22d.~ General Sir Jasper Nicolls to the Governor-'Genera] of 

India in Council. 

Simla, March 28, 1842. 

Mv Lord, — I have tlie honor to transmit, for the information of your 
Lordship in Council, a copy of a report made by the Assistant-Quarter- 
Master- General, of the marches lately made by the column under the 
orders of Brigadier White. 

2. Your Lordiship will be happy to observe that the Horse Artillery 

and Cavalry would ))robably arrive at Peshawur the 27th instant, and 
in a state of efficiency, * 

3. Your Lordship in Council will not fail to observe, that the difiiciil- 

lies of passing through the Punial) in basic, are (»vcn considerable 


G G 
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and formidable than they ^te described to be in the 5th paragraph of Mr. 
Maddock’s instructions to Mr* Clerk, of the 10th ultimo. 

4. With the certain conviction that, under adverse circumstances, a 
corps at Peshawur might be as completely compromised as a force at 
Jellalabad, I had intended to address your Lordship on that point. I 
hold it now to be unnecessary to do so, as, in tlie 7th paragraph of your 
Lordship’s dispatch of the loth instant, I find a similar opinion re- 
corded, which, by your order, has been sent to all the political authorities 
beyond the Indus, and to your Lordship’s agent on this frontier. 

I have, 8tc., 

J. Nicolls. 

p,S. — The prohibition alluded to in the 2nJ paragraph of tlie iiiclo- 
sure, was given by me, to prevent Brigadier from sending Ins re- 

giments separately, as he was disposed to do, and wiiicli, in our own 
provinces, it would have been very judicious to have dune. 


No, 230 . — Captain Codrhu/ton^ Assistant Qtf(irter-3Iastcr General 
to Lientenant-Colonel Garden, 

Mala^ near Pacha Serai ^ March 10, 1842. 

Sir, — In continuation of my report of tlie 7tli instant, I have the 
honor to inform^ you that the liead-(piarters of tlie force undei* Brigadier 
White arrived at Porewala on the 81 1», by tlie stages as were math' by tlie 
1st Cavalry, and on the 9th crossed to the left bank of the Chciiab, a 
distance of seventeen miles. The 3rd Dragoons crossed the ri\er liy the 
ferry on the same day : the continued rise of tlie river making it impossi- 
ble to pass even camels by the ford, wliieh I had examin(‘<l. Tlu‘ Horse 
Artillery, 33rd Native Infantry, treasure, and stores, followed on the 
lOth, when no less than thirty-tive lioats liad lieen collected, and on the 
11th moved on with the 3rd Dragoons to Porewala, 7 A miles. 

2. The 1st Cavalry had continued its marcli to Porewala on tlie 9th, 
and to Dhenga on the lOth, but in consequence of an order from liis 
Excellency the Cominander-in-Cliief prohibiting the sc])aration of the 
force, the regiment was directed to halt at Dhenga on tlie 11th, to enable 
the hcad-qtiarter of the force to overtake it ; and on the 1 2th tlie wliole 
moved to Koree, eighteen miles from Porewala, and six from Dhenga. 
The stage on the following day was to Malloo, tliirtceii and a (juarter 
miles, which, being within six miles of the ferry opposite Jiiyluin, it was 
hoped that the 1st Cavalry might get across tlie river on the same day ; 
no more than eight boats, however, had been collected, and there being a 
strong adverse wind and current which drove back almost every boat 
that attempted to cross, very little progress could be made. 

8. On the 14th, the remainder of the force encamped on the bank of 
the river, and in the course of the day, the wind having subsided, tlie 
passage of the 1st Cavalry was nearly completed. As the river appeared 
to be falling, the offer of a reward of 100 rupees induced the boatmen to 
try some difficult fordS, about six miles higher uji the river, between the 
villages of Maydapoor on the left bank, and Kiree on the right. Here 
there are five (li4|llhct streams, separated from eacli other by considerable 
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tracts of highly cultivated land, containing a^yeral villages. The depth 
of these fords was found to be about four feet pthe breadth varying from 
150 to 600 yards ; the current very rapid, and the bottom composed of 
large pebbles, in wliich no marks could be fixed to shew the direction. 
I rej)orted them practicable only for unladen camels and horses, and on 
the 15th, five troops of the 3rd Dragoons in watering order, and many 
hundred camels, passed through them ; many men and horses, and some 
of the camels, were carried into deep water by the strength of the cur- 
rent, but tlie villagers, provided with inflated goat-skins, rescued them 
all, with the exception of one of the Syces, who was unfortunately drown- 
ed, and a cani(d. 

4. On the 16th, the guns, and all the mounted troops reached the 
right bank of the river, and, in compliance with an’ order from Major- 
General Pollock, pushed on as rapidly as possible, leaving the stores and 
treasure on the left bank of the Jhylum to follow under escort of the 33rd 
Native Infantry, and rissalah of Irregular Cavalry. 

5. Tlie stagcis made by the 3rd Dragoons, 1st Cavalry, and Horse 
Artilkay from the right bank of the Jhylum, are as follows : — 

On the 17th, Oudcnana, 2\ miles. 

18th, Tumuk, 17 S „ 

„ 19th, Mala, 15 „ 

(near Puck Serai.) 

6. The only heavy and diflicailt road between Oudenana and Tumuk, 
made it a severe march for the Horse Artillery, which did not rea(;li 
(*amp till four in tlie afternoon, and the guns had to be dragged up the 
st{'('p, rocky ascent near Tumuk, by a fatigue party from the 3rd Dra- 
goons. It is to be feared tiiat the artillery horses will suffer much more 
than the cavalry ; liiit, nevertheless, if no unforeseen impediment occurs, 
the whole may be expected to reach Peshawur on the 27th instant, in a 
])erfeetly ellieient state. 

I have, &c., 

R. CODRINGTON- 


No. 231. — General ISir Jasper Nicolls to the Governor- General of 
India in CoaneiL 


Simla, March 28, 1842. 

M V Loud, — I have long since had the honor to receive Mr. Maddock’s 
letter of the 28th ultimo, transmitting, by your Lordship's orders, a letter 
fi oin tlie Military Hoard, (not the correspondence in full,) on the un- 
(H[uipi»ed state of certain guns sent from Ferozepore to Peshawur, under 
charge of Major-General McCaskill. 

2. The Board’s explanation is very correct. The guns were ordered 
as part of a Cabool indent, and even their dispatch was a matter between 
the Delhi magazine and the Deputy Commissary of Ordnance in Aflghan- 
istan. When I knew that they were under Major-General McCaskill’s 
charge, I dcsircdGcneral Pollock to use them, of course, and the annexed 
j^tatement of ammunition will show that they were not so unprovided as 
WHS supposed. 

G Ci 2 
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3. As to 6-p(junder ammunition, it is tlio commonest class in use. 
No doubt Geuei‘al Avitabile could have supplied tlie two guns of that 
calibre with 200 or 300 rounds each, wdtii great ease ; and 1 do not yet 
know that he was unable or unwilling to grant the supjdy. 

4. The Military Board is not so very correct in api)rizing your Lord* 
ship that tliere are six spare guns in the fort at Ferozepore. 1 wish 1 
could say that they were in any depot ; tliey are not now under shelter, 
but exposed to the atmosphere, and, until the fort is nearly rebuilt, they 
cannot be fired with safety. 

5. Any jiart of this batteiy might have been sent forward wdth the 
four Native Infantry regiments : but it w^as not so ordered. In the 
excessive liaste with which llie reipiisitions were made, all such equipment 
was forgotten. 

6. I presume that the two jiapers of remarks alluded to in the dis- 
patch of the 19th February last to the Secret Committee, W(*re extracted 
from my explanatory letters to Lord Auekland, dated lOtli January, and 
6th February. 

I have, ^c., 

J. Nicolls. 

List of Animxaillion for .^foinUnin Train under command of Caplain 
BavJihousc, iv Inch proceeded uith Major-General MeCashilL 


Cartridges tilted for 3-}K)unders 330 

Cartridges fitted for 4^ howitzer 330 

Shells, comnion, for ditto 1 1 1 

Splierical case for (fitted and fixed) 3d0 

Canister for 3-])ouiuler.s 60 

Canister for 4^ liowdtz(‘r 39 

Bound shot for 3-pouiiders 240 


No. 232. — General Sir Jasper JVir<dIs ht the Goeernor- General 
of India in i 'oanciL 

Sitida, j\la?'ch 30, lS-i2. 

My Loki), — 1 ha<l the lioiuir to receive, upon the litJdi instant, the 
dispatch addressed to me on the loth by your Lordsliip in Council, co])i(‘s 
of wdiich have been transmitted to the (ji(‘neral Othcers (Commanding in 
IJjiper and Lower Afighanistan, and to the Political Oliicers, for their 
information and guidance. 

2. 1 should have eoiifined myself to a mere aekiiowledguumt of this 

dispatch, but that I am anxious to point out to your Lordship in Council, 
tlie embarrassment whiidi Major-General i^olloek may feel, wlum called 
upon to decide upon ilie measures to be taken after he readies Jdlalabad. 
By the orders of Gbveniment, dated 15th F^diruary, the Major-General 
was ‘‘to direct all liis etlbrtsand measures to tlie withdrawal of Sir B. 
Sale’s force from Jellalabad to Ihishawur, wutli tlie least possible delay.’’ 

In accordance with the late instnietions (fifth paragrajih), the Major- 
General will feel calletl upon to strike “ some signal and decisive blow 
upon the Affgharis” in view “ to llie re-establislnnent of our military re[)U- 
tation.” And, by the ninth paragraph, he will undersland tliat he is at 
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liberty to choose the place and time at which such effort is to be madc^ 
even to an advance upon Cabool. 

3. Whilst Major-General Pollock is hesitating betwejen these two 
orders, he will, no doubt, receive IVom Mr. Clerk, your Lordship^s Agent 
on this frontier, a copy of Major Outrain’s letter to Mr. Clerk, dated 
Dadiir, March 13, 1842. Of this Mr. Clerk lias traiisniitted to me an 
abstract which contains the following passages : 

“Deprecates in the strongest manner the withdrawal of the Jellalabad 
Garrison, and does not conceive a inode more injurious to our interest in 
Atfglianistan, or one more likely to endanger our position there, and in 
India, could be devised by our bitterest enemy.” 

“ Trusts, that as discretionary power is invested with him (Mr. Clerk), 
he will see the expediency of holding Jellalabad, even sliould we be com- 
]>elled to defer the invasion of the country till anotluT,” &c. Of Mr. 
Clerk’s power to control Major-General Pollock, when 500 miles distant 
from him, 1 was not aware. 

4. It is not (I(‘sirable that I should add to the Major-Generars diffi- 
culties, by attempting to define his course, but your Lordsliip would, 
possibly have been surprised if I had overlooked tljem. 

5. If Major-General Pollock could liave (‘arried uj) stores of all 
descriptions, and spare cattle for Sir R. Sale’s force, I should have 
thought it practicable for these united bodies of troops to have moved 
n*‘Xt month up on Cabool, to have left some marks of our power and 
<lis])leasure tlicrc, and to have retired by Candahar, carrying away' the 
garrisons of Kclat-i-Ghil/ye, Giriskh, and the 27th Native Infantry. 
The want of cattle and of followers is not, I fear, to be overcome. 

(). Should your Ivordship in (’ouiicil be pleased to adopt the opinions 
oi‘ Major Outrain and Mr. Clerk, and to hold Candahar and Jallalabad as 
d(‘ferisive positions fur this year, I earnestly recommend that a large 
jiugmentation of the Bombay and Beiigfhl Armies may be previously 
authorized to enable them to ellect in 1843 whatever your Lordship may 
please to order. 

7. It is iny duty t(» solicit your Lordship’s attention, ln>wc?vcr, to the 
(lauger of having an insulated force at Jollalahad, cut otf froiii Hindoos- 
lan by the fonuidabJe Khyber Pass, and by tliii Powers of the Piinjali. 

1 liavc, fkc., 

J. Nicolls. 

No. 233. — The Coventor- Genera I of India to General Sir Jasper 

Nieoils, 

Tuldanga^ April 12 , 1842 . 

Sir, — I received here this morning, your Excellency’s letter to me in 
Council, dated Simla, the 30th of March. 

2. In reply thereto, I have the honor to observe, that the instructions 
contained in the letter from me in Council, dated tlie loth of March, to 
which your Excellency refers, necessarily supersede the previous instruc- 
iions of the 15th February, wherein those instructions may be deemed to 
conflict. 

3. On what authority Major Outram, in the letter from him to Mr. 



246 


Clerk, dated t]ie,13tli of Marcli, to which your Excellency adverts, inti- 
mates that a discretionary power is vested in Mr. Clerk of holding- 
JellaJabad/'’ I am altogether ignorant. J liave not concurred in giving 
any such discretionary power to that political ageiit ; nor am I aware tliat 
any such power was ever entrusted to him. 

4. Your Excellency has been already informed, tliat authority over all 
political agents in Lower Affghanistaii and Sii)(l(‘. lias by my letters iit 
Council dated the IDlli of March, been given in tiie Major-tu^neral (rom- 
inanding at Candaliar, and ti> his successor in eommand. 

3. 1 am so far on niv way to Allahabad, where 1 trust I shall arrive 

on the 21st. 1 shall there have the means of more easy communication 

with your Kxeellene\,, and 1 hiok forward with anxiety to tli(j time when 
we may be together, being convinced that our being together, or v(Ty 
near each otlier, will obsiate many evils. 

I liave, &c., 

ELLENBOKOUOJr. 


No. 234 . — ]\I(fjor-G(‘nt‘ral P<tIIorh in I\fi\ JMaddocfu 

/*csh(nrut\ 28, 1 8-1-2, 

Sir, — Sir Robert Sale lias not 1 believe, provision sudii-ient to la<l 
until 1 could 7*each him if 1 wait for the 31st h\)ot, and as he a])}M'ar- 
inost anxious tliat he sliotdd be rojidbre(‘d without delay, I shall nao, (- 
forward as soon after the arrival of tla^ dragoons and liorse artilha-y as 
jiraciicable. Negotiations still continue with the Maliks, on wliicli I 
hope to report to-inorrow or the next day, I may. liowever, say tiu^ 
ap{)earances are more favourable than tliey )ia\(* yet been. Jf we 
succeed, it will give (iiicouragtanent to the Sejtoys, and the taking of 
Ali Musjid will, 1 liope, fully restore conlidenee. Jt is, perhaps, preina- 
lure to speculate on our position at Jellalahad, when I sliall have joined 
Sir R. Sale ; but 1 consider it advisable to tlie jiossibility of my b(‘iiig 
in a commanding situation at Jellalahad with the Khyber Pass open. 

If closed, the iiosition would not be judicious. 

I have, 

Geo. Pollock. 


No, 233 . — 3l(/jor-Gruenfl l\dlork in Mf\ Mnddmh. 

Koivlvsn?', March 29, 184*2. 

Sir, — I beg to rc'port that the troo]) of horse artillery, tluj 3rd Dra^ 
goons, and 1st Light Cavalry, r(>ache(l Pet awur this morning : they will 
move on to this camp to-morrow morning, and 1 liojie to be able to njov(‘ 
forward on the following day. 1 will keej) you regularly informed of my 
movements when in gidvance. 

I have, &c.. 

Geo. Pollock. 
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No. 236.-^Mr. Maddock to Major-General Pollock. 

Tope Chonee^ Ajrril 12 , 1842 . 

Sill, — The Governor-General being on his way to Allalhabad by dawk, 
lias not at i)rcsent the best o]>portiuiities of re])lyiii# regularly to your 
thspaiches, but with respect to those which have been submitted to him 
from you, of dates between tlie 23rd and 29th ultimo, his Lordship has 
desired me to convey to you tln^ following instructhnis. 

2. You are authoriz(^d to advam'O to Newal) Zumauu Khan, who is 
descril)ed by Lieutenant Conoll}^ as having evinec'd great kindness to the 
ih'itisii prisoners at Cabool, and as Inn ing e\})en<l(Ml much money on 
in:count of their })roteetiou and > ustenauc(\ sueli sums as under the cir- 
eninstances, you may deem fitting. 

Vo'ir autho7‘izing the payment of' tin' small bills for 3000 and 1000 
riipc'.'s. f'cspectively, drawm by Lieubmant (.huiolly at Gabool, and your 
!\‘:r ing unpaid for the present that oiiieer’s bill for 21,000 ru])ees, are 
ed 'oy t he Goveriior-Geinn*al. 

I. Yljn ( i.r, ernor-Geiieral (i\p(‘ets to arri\(‘ to-morrow at the staging 
bi;ug:»low n 0 - v.'liic.h this lett(.*r is d:it(‘d, and to b<‘ at Benares on the 
ami at Ahnlu'd'.id o)i the 21st ili^taut. 

1 liave, 8t.e.. 

T. JL Mai>ik>ck. 


No. *2'>M ('jH'ral Polloc/f t(f Mr. Aldddock, 

JiiYurnock March 31, IR42. 

'^■ 0 ., -d , ->;• forward eopi(‘s and translations of the fob* 

. '‘-e ' oa-rs ; - • 

i o;:,, olniiei jhdnier to langlish gi'iitleiiK'n at Cabool, 
i on,: ideuteuani Conolly to IMajor-General Sir It, Sale and Captain 
>1 , eg re go I'. 

t’loin iMajor-General Sir H, Sale and Caiplain Maegre-gor to me. 

I iKi\e also the lionor to s<*nd a (a>py of Captain Lawrenee’s letier to 
\ .|<laii! Maekeson, forwarding the above-mentioiu'd pajKTs ; there? ram be 
doubt of their being gemene, as Lieutenant Cmiolly’s h‘lter to Captain 
M egrr'gor (a copy of whit was fiirwarded by me to yoii on the 28th 
a. ;,iut ) wais written in riee-watr r on tlie ])aek of his Persian letter 

j sindl. of coursi', in tlie event of the conditions for which Colonel 
i';;!;ner stipulaitHl, being fidfilled, cash tin? bond for 4(),()()0 rupees. 

1 hav(\ 8cc., 

Geo. Pollock. 

No. 238. — Major-Gvnvral Pollock to Mr. Maddovk, 

Carnp^ Jumrood^ April 2, 1842. 

Sin, — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yoi.ir letter, of 
date 15th ultimo, with aeeompanying documents, viz., copy of instruction 
hv his Lordship in Council to his Excelh?ney the ^^ominander-iii-Chief, 
JEad a memorandum of the trooi»s employed beyond the Sutlej and in 
Siude. 
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2. I jirrived here on the 31«t ultimo, in the expectation of moving 
into the Pass the following morning, but the desertion of camels, and 
very heavy rain, have alone been sufficient to prevent my moving. I 
have also been much disappointed by the delay of the Rajah Golab Sing 
in not sooner havin^ioved up Ms troops. The force which is to act in 
concert with me, has not yet all arrived at the ground, from whence it 
will enter the Jubhagi entrance of the Pass, to meet us at Ali Musjid. 
Although 1 have never expected any very active operations from them, 
I feel that the circumstance of our moving at the same time and for the 
same object, will have a good nioral etfect on all parties. 

3. 1 shall, to-morrow morning, advance to the Pass, and hope to reach 
, Ali Musjid during the day ; but the heavy rain wdiieh has just fallen will 

so much increase the weight of the carriage, that 1 may be compelled to 
halt at the first stream of water which is about one mile and a half on 
this side. 

4. The result of the negotiations with the Afredees is contained in 
the coj)y of a letter (which I will tliis day send express to your address) 
from Captain Mackeson, whose ])atience and exc^rtions on this occasion 
have been incessant. As I cannot ]>lacc much conlidence in any treatic^s 
entered into with any of the tribes, J sliall go prepared for resistajice, and 
I hope to report favourably of the morrow’s march. The Sikhs have 
engaged to hold Ali Musjid for one month, after wliich period I shall 
have no means of keeping open a free eoaununication with Pesliawur but 
through the forbearance of the trib(*s in tlie Khyber, wliich cannot be 
depended on. I therefore fully expect that, if 1 remain beyond the period 
which the Sikhs engaged to hold Ali Musjid, I shall be op]>osed the whole 
distance, and even by those who now proless to act with me. 

5. I shall endeavour to report daily until 1 (dear the Pass ; but as the 
Sikhs hold it only as far as Ali Musjid, it may not be in my power after 
leaving that post, i don’t think (and my opinion is funned on the state- 
ment of Captain Mackeson, who has eigiit times passed through), that 
the whole of the Pass, from the entrance near ihis spot, to Dakka, a 
distance of twenty-six miles, could be kept open with a h‘s.s force than 
8,000 men. 

6. I consider it my duty to pkacc on record, that the jirescmt system 
of supplying hired camels is most ruinous as regards etiiei(‘ii(*y, and that 
no force beyond the Indus ought to be dopeudent for carriag(; ujion the 
owners of camels. As an example, 1 v/ouid draw your atbsitiou to the 
following })articulars connected with tlie carriage of the force now here. 
The cattle are hired for the journey from Ferozepore to Jellalabad, and 
the owners receive an advance of twenty rupees for each camel. 
Desertions even before we reached Posliawur were numerous ; and on 
several occasions I have been obliged to send s]»are camels to bring on 
stores, &c. The three companies of Native luhmtry which last arrived 
here have no camels ; they brought their loads to Pesliawur, and deserted ; 
two of these companies, under C’aptain Tebbs, lirought 600, 000 rounds 
of musket ammunition ; but the whole of the Surwans, with these 
camels, having deserted, I have the greatest difficulty in moving the men, 
and can only take a portion of the ammunition. The evil is a very seri- 
ous one. I am unable to point out any roiijedy but that of employing 
only ymrehased camels, and Surwans whose houses are in our provinces. 
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The greater number of Surwans who have been sent with this force, ai*o 
natives of the Punjab, and have tiierefore greater faciitties iu deserting ; 
indeed, it is hardly possible to prevent their doing so. 

7. I trust that I may consider the feeling of the native troops .averse 
to an advance, has, in a considerable degree, subsided ; and I earnestly 
hope, that by carrying the first position with promptness and spirit, I 
shall be able to give them confidence in themselves. 

1 liave, 8tc., 

C. Pollock. 


. No. 239. — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddoclt. 

f/torirood, April 2, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to forward eo])y of a letter from Captain 
Mack(jsoii, detailing the progress of a negotiation which lias been for 
some days going on with tin* Afreedoes. 

2. 1 have also the honor to inclose copies of letters from Captain 

Maegregor and Major-General Sir H. Sale> Tl., of tlie 29th and 
doth ultimo. The very favourable r(‘]Jort oi‘’idrairs at Jellalabad, 
makes me think it less urgiait for me to atlvnnce immediately, and 
has ' induced me to accede to the wish(‘s of the Sikhs, who have 
b(^gged of me to delay another day, in consequeiiet^ of the heavy rain 
wliieh has this day fallen. 1 liave deeidcHl on hailing here to-inorrow 
and on the lU'xt day moving into the IvlqdiXT. I have been di'siroiis 
that the move of the Sikhs should be simnltamious with ours, as tlie 
knowledge of tmr moving at the same time, and for the same object, will 
ojierate grejitly in favour of the cause in all quarters. 

J have given the Rajab Gohrb Sing distinctly to understand that 1 can- 
not delay a day longiT, 

I liave, 8tc., 

Gro. Pollock. . 


No. 240. — Major-General Pollock to AL\ AladdocKi 

Camp^ Jumroodf April 3, 1812. 

SiR,-^I ' have heard this moment that the 33rd Regiment cannot pos- 
slbly join my camp from Pesliawur, before 9 a. m., and that the state of 
their cattle is such as to preclude the possibility of their accompanying us 
to Ali Musjid to-morrow. I have therefore been eoinpelled to iualt 
smother d/iy. 

I regret excei^dingly that I have to report more (hisertions from the 
regiments wliich were formerly under Brigadier Wild, with the exception 
of the 60th Regimeiit Native Infantry^. 

I Inwe, &c., 

(Oio. P01.LOCK. 

H II 
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No. 2A\.--^Notification hy the Governor- General of India. 

Head- Quarters^ Bemres^ April 19^ 1842. 

The Governor-General has much satisfaction in communicating to the 
Army the following dispatcli from Major-General Pollock, C. B., an- 
nouncing the successful advance of the troops, under the Major-Generars 
command, into the Khyber Pass, and the evacuation by the enemy of the 
fort of Ali Musjid. 

The Governor- General has been much gratified by the uniform testimo- 
ny borne by all the officers engaged, to the zeal, the gallantry, and the 
perseverance of all the troops of Her Majesty, and of the Government of 
India, which had the good fortune to have this opportunity of distinguish- 
ing themselves before the Affghan enemy ; and his Lordship doubts not 
that the continued exercise of these, the accustomed military qualities of 
the Indian Army, will produce their • accustomed results, in the achieve- 
ment of new honour, and of new victories. 

The Governor- General deems it to be due to tln^ troops of the Maha- 
rajah Shore Sing, to express {lis entire satisfaction with their conduct, as 
reported to him, and to inform the Army, that the loss sustained by the 
Sikhs in the assault of the Pass which was forced by them, is iiriderslood 
to have been ecpial b) that sustained by the troops of Her Majesty and 
of the Government of India. 

, The Governor- Gen (*ral has instructed his agent at the Court of the 
Maharajah, to offer his congratulations to Ins Highness on this occasion 
so honorable to the Sikh name. 

By order of the Right Honorable the Governor-General of India. 

T. H. Mabdock. 


No. 242. — Major-General Pollock to Afr, Aladdock, 

Sulla Clmvpe, near All Musjid, April 16, 1842. 

Sin, — It is with feedings of much gratification I have the Honor to 
report, for the information of the Right Honorable the Governor-General 
in Council, the following detail of operations undertaken and c,arried 
into effect against the Afreedees. 

2. Yesterday morning, at half-past three, the troops were under arms, 
the camp struck, and, a(;cording to arrangements ])reviously made, the 
treasure, ammunition and baggage placed on tlie road l(‘ading from Jura- 
rood towards the entrance of the Khyber Pass. Tlic (*nemy had for 
sorao days appeared in great numbers at tlie mouth of tlie pass, which 
they had fortified with a strong breast-work of stones and bushes. The 
hills on the right and left were rocky and ])recij)itous, presenting great 
natural obstacles to the ascent of troops. To gain the summit of these 
heights, defended as they were by a numerous body of the enemy, was an 
undertaking of considerable diliiculty. 

The columns destined to accomplish this most important object, 
moved off siinultaneoj[|sly with the main column intended to assault the 
entrance, but were compelled to make a considerable detour to the right 
and left, to enable them to commence the ascent. 
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4. The right column consisted of the troops detailed in the margin*, 
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, Her Majesty^s 9th 
Foot, and Major Anderson, 64th Regiment Native Infantry. 

5. The left column f, under the command of Lieutenant-Col^tiel 
Moseley and Major Huish, commenced the ascent, led by Captain 
Ferris’ regiment of Jezailchees. Both columns, after considerable oppo- 
sition, which they overcame in a most gallant style, succeeded in routing 
the enoiiiy, and gaining possession of the crest of tlie hills on either side. 
While the tiauhing columns were in progress on the heights, I ordered 
Captain Alexander, in command of the Artillery, to place the guns in 
position, and to throw shrapncll among the enemy when opportunity 
c)ff(u*ed, which assisted mu(ih in their discomfiture. * As Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Taylor, from the opposition lie had met with, and the extremely dif- 
ficult nature of the ground, was some time in reaching the summit of the 
hill on the right, T dctacdied a party J under the command of Brigadier 
Wild, to assault it in front ; it was however so extremely steep near the 
top, tliat, notwithstanding the undaunted gallantry of the officers and 
men, they wt?re unable to gain a footing on the summit, and I regret tir 
say, the enemy were enable to throw stones with fatal effect upon some 
of the heading Crenadicirs of tlie 9th Foot. Finding the heights in our 
})ossossion, 1 now advanced the main column to the mouth of the pa x. 
and commenced destroying the barrier whicli the enemy had evacuate^ 
on perceiving their position was turned ; a portion of the right and lef^ 
columns being left to keej) tln^ licights, under the command of Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Moseley, and Major Anderson, respectively. Major Iluish 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor continued their advance to crown the! 
liills in front and on each side, which were covered with the enemy, who 
api)earcd determimjd to contest every inch of ground, but nothing co\ild 
resist the gallantry of our troops, who carried everything before them 
A position of considerable strength above the brigade now rcniain(.*(l to 
be carried, and again the dezailchees were conspicuous in forcing tin* 
enemy to reliiupiish their strongholds. Crowning parties having lakcM> 
possession of tlieir 1 Heights, all opjmsition on the part of the enemy may be 
said to have ceased, as no large body of t]i(3m has since como in siglit. 
The nature of the arraugememts made for the prol(ictton of tlie baggage, 
will be In^st understood when I state that not a single baggage animal 
luis fallen into the hands of tlie enemy. 

6. It now remains for me to perform the pleasing duty of stating how 
much 1 feel indebted to the officers and men comprising the force under 
my command, for tlu^ir zeal, devotion, and unflinching valour, in perform- 
an(‘e of the very arduous duty which they have so nobly executed. 

7. From Major-General McCaskill, K. II., commanding the infan- 
try division, and who was on this occasion commanding the rear guard, I 
hav^e received every assistance ; as likewise from Brigadier Wild : — to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, K. H., my warmest acknowledgements are 


* Four companies of Her Majesty’s 9th Foot ; four companies of 2f>th Native 
Infantry ; four companies of G4th Native Infantry. ^ 

t Four companies of Her Majesty’s 9th foot ; four companies of 26th Native 
Infantry; four companies of 64th Native Infantry; 400 Jezailchees. 
t Gr. Her Majesty’s 9th Foot ; six companies of the r)3r(i Native Infantry. 

mi 2 



due for the spirit, <joalness and jmigemeut with which he discharged the* 
duties enlrusted to him. Where officers aud men, Eiiro{>ean and Native, 
have all so gallantly performed their duty, it is difficult to select the 
naiws of particular individuals, but I can not omit the names of those 
who so admirably led the troops to storm the heights, viz. : Lieutenant- 
Colonel Moseley, 64th Native Infantry, Major Iluiali, 26th Native Infan- 
try, Major Anderson, 64th Native Infantry, and Captain Ferris, corn- 
ufhnding the Jezailchees, whose conduct excitwl tl\e delight and admira- 
tion of Jill who beheld them ; indeed I consider nmel) (d* Uie success of 
the day to be attributed to their gallantry, skill and perseverance in this 
most difficult des^Tiption of warfare. I have also to express my satisfac- 
tion with the manner in which the artillery was served, by Captain 
Alexander commanding ; the precision with v/liich shrapnell was thrown, 
caused considerable loss to tlie enemy. To Captain Foiisouby, my Assis- 
tant Adjutant -General, Captain Codriiiglon, Assistant Quartor-Master- 
Gcneral, Captain Macadam, Deputy-Judge-Advocate-GeiieraJ, and to 
Lieutenant Pollock, A. I). C., I am much indebted fur coinmunicating 
my orders at difierent times during the day. 

8. I cannot conclude this dispatch without requesting that you will 
bring to the particular notice of the Governor-General in Council, the very 
great assistance I have roceiv<‘d from Caj)tains Maekeson and Lawrence ; 
Captain Maekeson ’s knowledge of the localities was invaiiiabh* to me by 
enabling him to point out thos(‘ heights which ri'quired to be crowned. 
13oth these officers (iamc on to the ground whicdi I now* occupy. Captain 
Lawrence returned to Pcsliaw ur yesterday, and Captain Maekeson pro- 
ceeds wdth tlio force. Captain Sir llichmond Sliakespear volunteered his 
services to aceomj^any Lmutenani-Coloncl Taylor, as his aide-de-camp, 
and took command of the men lately eomposiiig ibe garrison of Ali Mus- 
jid ; his exertions iliroughout the day were most conspicuous and un- 
ceasing. 

9. 1 must here observe that, from tlie character of the operations, and 
the very groat numbers of the enemy, estimated at about 10,000, 1 
found tbe force under my commaud nunuTieally defieient, and in conse- 
quence the troops suifered severely fn>in excessive fatigue. 

10. There were some of the enemy's horse .in tlie vieinity of Ali 
Miisjid, but T regret they did not wait for Brigadier White, and his 
brigade, to make an example of them. 

1 have, &e., 

G. Pollock. 

P. S. — I lierewdtli forward r(*ports from officers commanding detached 
|)arties, but have not yet received tlie reliirn of casualties, which shall 
be sent to-morrow*. 1 am laqipy to say*, our loss has been much below 
what could possibly have been expected. 


No. 243. — JAeiUevaut-^ Colonel Taylor to Captain Ponwnhy*. 

AH Mnajid^ April 6, 1842. 

Sm, — I have to rei1i)rt, for the information of Major-General Pollock, 
C.B., commanding the force in Allghanistau, that, agreeably to his in- 
structions, the columns intrusted to my command (us del ailed in the 



253 


margin*) for tlie capture of tlie heights on the righi entrance to the 
Khyber Pass, were formed at daybreak on the 5th instant, in three divi- 
sions of four colnpanies each, protected on tlie right Hank by a squadron 
of H. M. 3rd Light Dragoons under Lieutenant IJnett, and, in this 
order, with skirmishers and supports in front, advanc€jd, driving a con- 
siderable body of tlie ciien»y up the hills, which were scaled and crowned 
in spite of a determined opposition. This efiected, the troops moved* to 
their left to clear the redoubts commanding tlie entrance to the pafi®, 
which were abandoned on our approac^h, tlie enemy suheriiig severely in 
their retreat. Major Anderson, as directed, remained on the heights 
with his column, reinforced by one company of Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, 
and two companies of the 26th Native Infantry, under Captain Gahan, of 
the latter corps, whilst I des(;endcd, with the remainder, to carry into 
effect the ulterior plan of o})cratioiis of tlie Major-General in clearing off 
the enemy from their positions on the right of the road to Ali Musjid, 
wliich was finally accomplished, though obstinate resivstance was offered 
m several points, especially over the bridge, where the enemy had con- 
centrated in force. 

Having been rcanforced by one company of tlie 33rd Native Infantry, 
under Lieutenant Watson, I directed Captain Liisliingtoii, Her Majesty’s 
9tli Foot, to move with tJiat com])any, and tlie liglit company of the 9tli 
Foot, to the right, to take the oncnny\s position in reverse, whilst 1 attack- 
ed in front. Tliis had the desired effect of fonjing their immediate retreat, 
and (dearing the bridge. No farther opposition was offered by the enemy, 
wlio retreated on Ali Musjid, whilst I pushed on, and occupied the tower 
and hill to the left, within about a mile of that place. 

It afforded me tlie greatest gratification to witness the gallant and per- 
s(‘vering conduct of all the trooj)s under my command, engaged, during 
the day, in a series of operations, rec] airing great energy and patient en- 
durance of fatigu(‘ ; and 1 b(‘g to mention the able ass]staii<‘c and sufiport 
rendered meby^Iaj or Anderson, 6dtli Native Infantry (second in command), 
Captain Gahan, 26th Native Infantry, coinmanding a division, Ca[)taiii 
Lushingtoii, Her Majesty’s 9tli Fool, connuandiiig the conijuinies of that 
regiment, Captain Sir Riclimond S]iakes|)€'ar, who volunteered his ser- 
vices ill charge of the Jezailehees, as well as the eonduct and praiseworthy 
zeal of all the oflieiTs and men engaged. 

It is with regret I have to report the death of Lieutenant Cumming, 
Her Majesty’s 9tli Foot, a very promising otlicer, who was killed on the 
heights above the pass, wliilst in command of No. 6 company. 

Returns of the killed and wounded will be sent as soon as the compa- 
nies with the rear column come up. 

" I have, 8tc., 

A. B. Tavlok. 


* Lieutetiaiit-Oolonel Taylor’s right advance column, two companies of Her 
Majesty’s 9th Foot, four companies of the 26th Native Rifantry ; Major Ander- 
son’s rear right flank column ; ^ company of Her iMajesty’s 9th Foot \ four and a 
half companies of the C4th Native Infantry, luo Jezailehees (Mackeson’s). 
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No. George Huish to Captain Ponsonhy, 

All Mmjid^ April 6, 1842. 

Sir, — ^H aving been honored with the command of the party, as per 
margin,* intended for the capture of the hills on the left of the Khyber 
Pass, I have the honor to report, for the information of Major-General 
Pollock, C.B,, commanding the troops west of the Indus, that the party 
formed for that purpose at daybreak on the 5th instant, and advanced 
to the attack in skirmishing order! The height on the left w^as speedily 
carried, in the most gallant, and determined manner, the summit of which 
having been attained, the smaller hill, at the entrance of the pass, was 
cleared by the fire of my party. 

This being effected, agreeably to the instructions of the Major-Gene- 
ral, the post was made over to Lieutenant- Colonel Moseley, commanding 
the rear crowning column ; and the troops, with the exception of two 
companies of the 2(ith Native Infantry, descended, for the purjiose of 
continuing to scale and clear the heights on the left of the road leading 
to Ali Musjid. 

At several points very considerable opposition was made by the enemy ; 
especially at one of the hills in advance of the smaller hill before alluded 
to, and at the heights commanding the bridge, where the enemy were in 
great force, but tln.'y were driven from their posts in the most spirited 
style, and with considerable loss while retreating. 

Having occupied the last height adjacent to the intended encamping 
groupd, 1 took position thereon with ray party, occupying it during the 
night, until relieved this morning by a party of the 33rd Native Infan- 
try, under Major Hewitt. 

It gives me great pleasure to be able to report that this duty, though 
of the most fatiguing description, sealing heights the whole day. under the 
hot sun, and in the face of an enemy, was cheerfully performed by all the 
troops, European and Native, the Sepoys vying witli their European 
comrades), whose perseverance and good spirit could not be surpassed, 
and were most gratifying to me : and here I cannot omit to make men- 
tion of the Jezailchees, under that able officer, Captain Ferris, who 
afforded me most mat(!rial aid, as also the ready assistance of Captain 
Tritton, second in command, and the zeal and gallantry of every officer 
and man engaged. 

I do myself the honor to inclose a return of the killed and wounded. 

I have, &c., 

George Huish. 


No. 245. — Major-General McCaaklll to Captain Ponsonhy. 

Ali Musjidy April 0, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to report, for the information of Major-Gene- 
ral Pollock, C.B., commanding the forces, that, agreeably to his orders, I 
marched yesterday morning from Jumrood, in command of the rear- 

** __ . 

* Two companies of Her Majesty’s 9tU Foot ; ftur ditto 26th Native Infantry; 

63 Ferris’ Jezailchees. 
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guard of the column for the attack of the Khvbea Pass, composed of the 
troops detailed in tlie margin*. 

The complete success of the attacks made by the force in advance, 
rendered unnecessary any active operations on my part. At nightfall, I 
took the necessary precautions for security, and tlie troops bivouacked at 
a spot about two miles within the pass, witliout any molestation from 
the enemy. 

The rear-guard arrived in camp 2 p. m. this day, nO part of the bag- ' 
gage having been plundered, nor any loss sustained. 

1 have reason to be highly satisfied with the exertions of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Tulloch, second in command, of Captain Smith, (Jfticiatiug 
Deputy Assistant-Goieral, and of every officer placed under my orders, 
ill performance of the duties assigned to them. 

I have, &c., 

John McCaskill. . 

No. 246. — Major-General Pollock to Mr, Maddoch, 

Campj Ghurree Lalla Beg^ April 8, 1842. 

Sm, — 111 continuation of my dispatch of the Gth instant, 1 have now 
llic lioiior to inclose a return of casualties which took place on the 5th 
and Gth ; those of the latter date occurred in taking possession of Ali 
Musjid. , I am happy to say, the amount of our loss is trifling, consider- 
ing the very great opposition wc experienced from tlic enemy. 

In my last communication I inadvertently omitted to mention the name 
of Lieutenant John Beclier, Acting Field Engineer, and have to request 
you to bring to the notice of the Right Honorable the Govern or- General 
of India in Council, the very essential services rendered by that officer in 
dearing the l^ass of the impediments constructed by the enemy, whicli 
he did with a degree of c.elerity, notwithstanding their strength and 
difficulty of removal, that elicited my warmest satisfaction. 

I *ave, &c., 

Geo. Pollock. 

licturn of Killed^ Wounded, and Mlssu}(j of the Troops under the command of Major* 
General Pollock^ C.B., on the 5th Aprils in forcing the Khgber Pass, 

Staff. — 1 wounded- 

Her Majesty’s 9th Foot — 1 European commissioned officer, 1 colour serjeant, r> - 
privates, killed ; I European commissioned oflicer, 1 drummer, 31 privates wounded ; 
total killed and wounded, 41. 

26th Regiment Native Infantry. — 2 sepoys killed; 1 fife major, 2 havildars, 17 
sepoys wounded ; 1 bugler missing ; total killed, wounded, and missing, 23. 

30th Regiment Native Infantry. — 2 sepoys killed ; 1 Uavildar, 12 sepoys wounded ; 

I sepoy missing; total killed, wounded, and missing, 16. 

33rd Regiment Native Infantry. — I sepoy wounded ; 1 sepoy missing ; total 
wounded and missing, 2, 

53rd Regiment Native Infantry. — 1 sepoy killed ; 1 sepoy wounded ; 3 sepoys 
missing ; total killed, wounded, and missing, 2. 

* Two guns Horse Artillery ; 3 guns Foot Artillery ; 2 ^uadrons of Her Majes- 
ty’s 3rd Dragoons ; 10th Light Cavalry ; 2 rissalahs Irregular Cavalry ; 1 company 
of Her Majesty’s 9th Foot ; I company 6th Native Infantry ; 3 companies 60th 
^'ative Infantry. 
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f>4th Regiment Nutiv^nfantry.— 1 European commissioned officer, 3 havildars, 
4 sepoys wounded ; K sepfl%issing ; total wounded and missing, 9. 

Jezailchee Regiment.-^' sepoy ^killed ; 2 jemadars, 4 havildars, 2 naieks, 18 
sepoys wounded j 10' sepoys missing? total killed, wounded, and missing, 37. 

Total. — 1 European commissioned officer, 1 colour serjeant, 12 sepoys and priva- 
tes, killed ; 1 staff, 2 European commissioned officers, 1 tile major, 2 jemadars, lo 
havildars, 2 naieks, 1 drummer, 85 sepoys aud privates, wounded ; 1 bugler, lf> 
sepoy S and privates, missing. 

Grand total of killed, wounded and missing, 135. 

G. PONSONBY. 


Name of Officer kilted. 


Lieutenant Cumming, Her Majesty’s 9th Foot. 

. Names of Officers wound e{L 


Staff. — Hrigadier Wild, slightly. 

(./aptain Ogle, Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, slightly. 
Lieut. Mulcaster, (Hth Native Infantry, severely. 


No. 247. — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maxldoch 

Jcllalahnd, May 21, 1842. 

Sm, — As I am doubtful if the originals, of which the inclosed are 
copies, ever reached you, I am induced to forward the copies, and take 
this opportunity of stating, that on the oth April the 30th Regiment 
ascended tlie height at the entrance of the Pass, and reached the summit, 
rinder Brigadier Wild. I was obliged to advance before the party did 
rt»aeli the summit, and was not aware tliat they had doiuj so, till informed 
i>f it two or three days ago by Brigadier Wild. • 

I have, &c., ^ 

Geo, Pollock. 


No. 248 . — Notijicatlon by the Governor-Gcncval of India. 

BenareSy April 21, 1842. 

The Governor-Geneml feels assured tliat every subject of tine British 
Government will peruse%rith the deepest iiiten^st and satisfaction the 
report he now communicates, of the entire defeat of the Affghan troops 
under Mahomed Akbar Khan by the garrison of Jcllalabad. 

That illustrious garrison, which, by its constancy in enduring priva- 
tion, and by its valour in action, has already obtained for itself tlui sym- 
pathy and respect of every true soldier, has now, sallying fortli from its 
w'alls, under the command of its gallant leader, Major-General Sir Robert 
Sale, thoroughly beaten in open field an enemy of more than three times 
its numbers, taken the standards of their boasted cavalry, destroyed their 
camp, and recaptured four guns, which, under circumstances which can 
never again occur, had during the last winter fallen into their hands. 

The Governor-General cordially congratulates the Army upon the 
return of victory to its ranks. 

He is convinced tliat there, as in all former times, it will be found, 
while, as at Jcllalabad, the European and Native troops mutually sup- 
porting each other, ^nd evincing equal discipline and valour, arc led into 
action by officers in whom they justly confide. 

The Governor-General directs that the substance of this Notification, 



nml of Major-General Sir Robert Sale’s report l^carcfiiUy niade known 
to all the troops, and that a salute of twenty-on^uns be fired at every 
prjjicipal station of the Army. 

By order, &e., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 219. — Major-^Genei'al Sir R, Sale to Captain Ponsonby, 

Jdlalabady April 7, 1842. 

Sir, — Tijforiuation was, on tlie evening of the 5tli instant, brought into 
>l>is plaoe, in \ W^ most })ositive and eireumstantial terms, by spies from the 
(MK'H)} ’s eainp, to the elfect that the force under Major-General Pollock, 
( .]»., liad met witii nu erses in the Khyber, and retraced its steps towards 
l\*s!iawur ; and Jiboiii tcaj o’clock a.m. on the Gtli, a feii-de joie and salute 
ol* artillery were lin'd by Mahomed Akbar, whicli were said to be in 
iiuuor of the same e\oiit. It was on the same day, and tljrough similar 
<‘Ii;nmt']h\ announced to nee. that the Adrians were sending additional 
reinforfuiinents to aid in defending tlieir frontier passes. Although 1 could 
not wdiolly de)nmd on iIk sc* statementN, which were inijwobable in them- 
selves, and ac(^om])anied by eounb^r reports, oi’ a new r(?volution at 
Cabool, whicli was assigned by some as the cause of the rcyoiciug : and 
of the defeat of the Gliazecs in Khyber ; and by an account of the 
intended, and even actual, retreat of the Sirdar into Lyghman, — 1 
a'lo})ted, on a full consideration of various einaunstances and rumours, 
die ri'solution of anticipating the last mentioned event, if it had not 
f'Diue to pass, liy a general attack on the Atfglian camp, in the hope of 
n'lieving this jdace from blockade, and facilitating (General Pollock’s 
advaiute to our. succour. 1 accordingly gave directions to form three 
columns of infantry, the central consisting (»f Her Majesty's 13th Liglit 
Inlaiitry (must(*ring .>00 bayonets), under Colonel Demiie, C.B. ; the left, 
of the doth Native Infantry (also oOO strong), under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Monteath, C. B. ; and the right, composed of one coni])ariy of the 13th 
bight Infantry, and one of the 3oth Keginieiit Native Infantry, and the 
dciaciiment of Sa])))ei\s under the command f»f Lienilcnant Orr (the 
s.'vcTity of (’a])tain Broadfoot’s wmiiiid still rendering him noii-clfective,) 
amounting to 300 men, couniuiiided by Cajitain Havelock, Her ^Majesty’s 
I'Jtlf'Lighl Infantry ^ these Avere to be snpporUul by the fire of the guns 
<d‘ No. G, fi(‘ld-bat tery under Captain Abbott, to wliich Captain Back- 
house*, Shah Simoja’s artlll(Ty, was also attached, and by the whole of 
my small cavalry force under Captain Oldfield and Lieutenant Mayne. 

I’he troops issued from the Cabool and Pesliawur gat(*s at daylight this 
morning. So far from the Sirdar having made any dispositions to avoid 
tlie enc-oiiiiter, his whole fon*o, (not falling short in all of G,000 men,) 
was fonned in order of battle, for the defence of his camp ; its right 
r(*sting on a fort, and its hd't on the Cabool rh er ; and even the ruined 
works witlfm enght hundred yards of the place, n'ceiitly repain'd, w<ire 
filh'd with Gliilzye marksmen, evidently prepared for a stout resistance. 
The attack was led by the skirmisliers and column under Captain 
Has clock, which drove the enemy in the must satisfactmy manner from the 
extreme left of his advanced line of 'works, whicli it pierced at once, and 
liroceeded to advance into the plain ; whilst the central column directed 



its efFortw against t squ^ fort> upon the same base, tlie clerence of \vlii< h 
was obstinately maint*ed. With the deepest regret, I have to record 
that, wliilst nobly leading his regiment to tlic assault, Colonel l)enni<i, 
C. B.,;ofIler Majesty’s^; 13th Light Infantry, receivevl a shot through 
his body, which shortly after proved fatal. The rear of the work liaving 
been finally gained by passing to its left, I gave orders for a combined 
attack upon the enemy’s camp. It was in every way brilliant and 
successful. The artillery advanced 4it the gallop, and directed a heavy 
fire upon the Affgliaii centre, whilst two of the columns of infantry j)cne- 
trated his line near the san)c point, and the third forced hack his lei't 
from its support on the river, into the stream of which some of i»Is horse 
and foot were driven. The Atlghaiis made re])eated attempts to cheek 
our advance, by a smart fire of inustpietry, by thro^\ ing forward heavy botlies 
of horse, wliicli twice threatened in force the dctachnients of foot under 
Qaptain Havelock, and by opening on us three guns screened by a 
garden wall, and said to have been served under the ]>ersonal siqieriu- 
tendence of the Sirdar — but, iu a short time, they were disloiigeil from 
every point of their positio!is, — their cannon taken, and their camp 
involved in a general conflagration. The battle was over, and the (Miemy 
in full retreat in tlie direction of Lughman by about seven, a. m. 
We have made ourselves masters of two cavalry standards, recaptured 
four guns, lost by the Cabool army and (iundamuck forces, the restora- 
tion of whujh to our Govcrnuient is matter of imich honest ('xvdtation 
among our troops ; seized and dt*'tn)yed a great ipiantily of materiel and 
ordnance stores, and burnt the whole of the enemy’s tents. In slmrt tlie 
defeat of Mahomed Akbar, in open field, l)y the troops whom he had 
boasted of blockading, has Ixion complete and signal. 

The fall of an oibcer so distinguished as Colonel Dennie will be felt 
as a public calamity ; lamenting it on every account, I must, yet sliare 
with his (country, his regiment, and his friends, in the consolation allorded 
by the retleetion, that he was killed whilst, most gallautly perronning ins 
duty. T have to express my entire satisfaction with the eonduet, in tisis 
action, of Lieutenant-CNdonei Montea th, C. B., commanding one of the 
two infantry columns under niy own (‘ye, and of Captain Wilkinson, loth 
Light Infantry, on whom tlie charge of the other devolved on the death 
of his Lieutenant-Colonel ; of C'aptain Oldheld and Lieutenant Mavnt*, 
who led tlie cavalry, and of Captains Abbott and Backhouse, %n(l 
Lieutenant Dawes, Artillery. 

The able and judicious manner in which Captain Havelock moved tiie 
force under bis command, which acted on a line suflicicailly distant to 
render the maiueuvres independent (d* ray immediate control, demands 
ray particular and sejiarate commendation. 

My acknowledgments are also especially due to ray Brigade-Major, 
Captain Hamlet Wade, whose (jxertions were on this day, as they have 
ever been, most meritorious ; to Major Frazer of the Light C’aviilry,' who 
acted as ray Aide-de-Cainp ; and to Captain IMainwaring, Commissariat 
OfEcer with the Force, who was present and active in the field. Captain 
Maegregor, Political Agent, handsomely otfoi'ed his services with No. 6, 
light field-battery, afTd was most useful iu serving the guns. 

I inclose returns of killed and vvoundcid, and of ordnance and stores 
captured. 
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LiGutet)ant and Adjutant Wood, Her Maj|j|||*8 IfSth light infantry, 
made a dasli at one of the enemy, and in cuttingHlin down, his charger 
was so severely injured as to have been since destroyed. Captain 
Havelock reports in the most favorable manner the gallant conduct, 
throughout the day, of Lieutenant Cox, Her Majesty’s 13th Light 
liifaiitr}^, and he was the first, of the party which captured them, to seize 
two of the enemy’s cannon. 

ft Avill be seen from tlie prec('diiig details, that the force employed in 
tills successrnl enterprise amounted to about 1,800 men of £ill arms. The 
safety of the jilace was eiiti usted, during the action, to the ordinary 
guards of its gat(5S, and one jirovisional battalion of followers of every 
description, armed with pikes and otJier weapiins, who manned the 
( iirtaiiis, and made a respectable show of defence, as they have done on 
all occasions of attack on the walls. Captain Pattison, ISth Liglit 
Infautry, was left in (‘ommand of this diminished garrison ; — a sally was 
made from the Cahool gate by Lieutenant Wade, of Her Majesty’s 13tli 
J/iglit Infantry, towards the conclusion of the engagement, into the fort 
boforc which C(»loneI Deiinie had fallen, when it was observed that the 
enemy w(?re abandoning it ; all tliat it contained was set on tire, and 
some of its dchaidcrs wctc bayoneted. 

Idle enemy’s loss during tlic day must have been severe, the field of battle 
was stia^wcd with the bodies of men and horses, and the richness of the 
Irapjiings of some of the cattle seemed to attest that persons of rank 
ha<l falhm. 

Lieutonant-Culoiiel Monteath lias mentioned to rne, in high terms, the 
gallant behaviour of Cajitaiii Seaton, of the 35tli llegimeiit Native In- 
fantry, when in command of the skirmishers of that corps, and the fact 
of his having been tlie ea])tor of a howitzer from the enemy. 

1 have, &c., 

E. Sale. 


P.S. — Wo have information to the fact, that the following Chiefs were 
]irost*nl and took part in the action, viz. - 

Sirdar Mtdiomod Akbar Khan, in person. 

Ameer Khan, Chief of Bajore. 

Nuzoez Khan, "j 

(jrool Mahomed Khan, 

Midiomed Shah Klian, 

Burnkut Khan, 

AfSicl Khan, 

Thukoor Khan, 

Syud Odsraan, ^ 

Oonerah IHiari, j 

Syud Mahomed, Son of tlie King of Konar. 

Syud Hoskyim, Ex-King of Kooner. 

JVleeah Hydcr, Chief of Koohit. 

Mahomed Yan Khan, Chief of Sungar Serai. 

Abdool (iuffoor Khan, Barukzj^e. 

Abdool Gufibor Khan, Nephew of Abdoolah IChan, Chief of the 
Atchukzyes. 

3It‘(‘r Abdool Unhman, Chief of Kama, 


> Ghilzye Chiefs. 


Mohmuud Chiefs. 


I J 2 
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Khalid Khan, G!»iefjj||G()s^hta. 

Meer I izul Khan, dWr of Gundaghur. 

Return of KilUd, Woundeift and Missing of the Force wider the Commaftd of Major- 
Gnnrul Sir B. Sale, K. C\ D., Jellalubad, April 7, 1842. 

No. 6 Lip:bt Field Hattery — 1 native officer, 2 havildurs, 1 miiek, 2 sepoys, \ 'naib* 
4 drivers, wounded. 

Mountairi Train — 1 havildar, 2 sepoys, wounded. 

Her Majesty’s I3th Liiilit Infantry— 1 officer, 8 privates, killed ; 1 officer, 2 cor- 
porals, 29 privates, wounded. 

3.5th Native Infantry — 2 sepoys killed ; 1 officer, 1 native officer, 1 havildar, 2 
naicks, 11 sepoys, wounded. 

Sappers and Miners— 2 havildars, 1 naick. 1 hu«ler, 5 sepoys, wounded. 

I Tindal and 1 hearer, 3.5 native infantry, wounded. 

. * , 5 Horses w ounded. 

Total — 1 officer, 10 privates and sepoys, killed; 2 officers, 2 native officers, 0 
Serjeants and havildars, 6 corporals and naicks, I bugler, 49 privates and sepoys, 
4 drivers, wounded. 

JShnnes of Ojliccrs. 

Kill, (I 

Colonel Denuie, C. Ik, Her Majesty’s I3tb liight Infantry. 

Wounded. 

Captain Mooriiouse, .3jtb Native Infantry, severely. 

Lieutenant Jennings, Her JMajesty’s 13th J/iglit Infantry, slight!}*, 
Assistant-Surgeon Barnes, M.t>., Her Majesty’s 13lh Light Infantry, slightly. 

Hamlet AVade. 

lletnrn of Ordnance cap fn red hy ihc Forrcfi under Major- General 
Sir U. Sale, April 7, 1842. 

1 six-pomider, 1 twelve- potu ider Iiowifzer, that bcdonged to 1st brigade 
Horse Artillery, 1 howitztT, that belonged to the Motnitaiii Train, 1 sL\- 
poitndcr disinantled, that was left at Gundainuek by the Khyber corps. 

All inconsiderable quantity of ammunition was found with this 
ordnance, also some half wrought mat6riel. 

A. AjiilOTT. 


No. 250. — Major-General Pollock io Mr, ATaddoch, 

Camp^ Ghnrce Lida Beg, April S, 184*2. 

Sir, — I have t!ie honor to forward copies of two letters received yes- 
terday from Jellalabad, of the 4th instant. The very satisfactory actouiil 
which tlu'y contain of the state of their suyqilics, removes the anxiety 
whicli i have so long entertained regarding that garrison. 

My. report of tlie operations of the otli instant lias already been for- 
■warded to you. OntlicOthl was detained south of Ali ‘Musjid, liy 
finding tliat the Sikh Government had not completed its arrangements 
for guarding the road from All Musjid to Peshawur. On tliat morning 
I sent the regiment of Jezailchecs to take possession of the fort of All 
.Musjid, wliieli was etiected. On the 7th 1 marched to this place, and 
met with very trifling opposition ; but owing to the narrowness of the* 
road, tlie whole of the baggage of this force did not arrive here .until I 
r. M. to-dav. 
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Tlie incti atid cuttle are nmcli fatigued, andL Cap^iin Mackeson ha?? 
urged me to lialt here to-iriorrow, in order to ciRiplete the arrangements, 
ibr guarding the road from this to Dakka, which there appears to be a 
prospect of affec^ting by an amicable nrrangement with the tribes. 

At Ali Musjid I propose leaving a garrison of six companies of Native 
Infantry, until tlie arrival of the 6th Native Infantry, and Her Majesty’s 
;nst, when I shall direct the former corps to occupy tliat j)ost. The 
Sikhs have moved up ilieir troops close to the fort. 

I liave, 8i(\, 

Gko. PoLi.oriv. 

P.S. — Sinc(' writing tlie above, riuive decided on moving the force to- 
nioiTOW morning a sliort distance in advance. 

Cumpy Lnndi Khana^ April D, 18-12. 

The arrangements for opening the road not having been completed, it 
was nof (h'eiried advisable to send the above; yesterday ; and to-day letters 
have l)een r(*eeived from Jt'llalabad, of date; the 7th instant. I losf’bio 
time in forwarding copies of these highly interesting docnm(;nts. 

Ci:o. PoLLOciv. 


No. 251. — Majoi' llaidhisou to Mr, Maddoch, 

Canduhar^ M(ir(di G, IS42. 

SiK, — I had the honor to receive ye.st.erday at tliis place copy of your 
h'tter to my addr(;ss, under date Deeembet 21t]i, JS4l. In explanation 
of my apparent negl(‘ct in not eominunicating direct with Calcutta on tiie 
affairs of Caiidaliar, 1 have the honor to observe that, U]) to the I2tli of 
Noveinl)or, I had no reason to believe the eommimieation between 
Cabool and Jellalabad to be otherwise tlian partially interrnpt.ed ; 
tiiat, su))serju<'nt to this date, 1 had the hom>r to forward to you 
diiv'ct duplicates of all despatches of importance ; lliat during tlie 
uiDiitli of November, I also regularly corresponded d(‘mi-olIieialIy with 
Major Oiitram, with a view to the infonuation of that ollieer, and the 
transmission of all intelligence of importance to Calcutta ; that from the 
c<)mmeuc(;ment of Deeeuiber, until the s(»uthern road ])0caiiie liually 
j'ios(‘(l, 1 likewise addressed huters r(;peutedly to the l*rivat(‘ Secretary to 
tin; Higlit Houora])le the Governor-General, as the least intrusive way of 
eoinmuuicating with Government, and that since that period, .December 
17th, debarred from tin* possibility of traiisiiiittiiig any bulky pajiers, and 
oldigcd to depend on the secret conveyance of loot uuvsseiigtTs, I have 
still exerted myself to the utmost to k(;ep CiovcTument duly informed of 
all affairs of consequence at this ]dace through laeuteuant llammersley, in 
])olitical charge at Quetta, and through Major Out ram, Political Agent in 
Sinde and Belooeliistan. The diliiculty of coramuiiieating still continues, 
and 1 have thus no alternative but io adhere for a time to jny demi- 
official (iorrospoiidejiee with Major Outram ; but inimed.iat(;ly that any 
sjife channel is oj)oned for the transmission of our dawks, I shall avail 
myself of it, to forward to Governn^mt. duplii^ates of all my official 
letters, and to send a copy of the detailed political diary wliich 1 Imve 
kepi since the commencement of our dilliculties at Candaliar in the end 
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of last De(‘ember. t: t^meantime, I hare the honor to submit^ in as 
concise and portable as possible, an abstract of all matters of 

consequence tliat have occurred at this place since the breaking out of 
the Cai)Ool insurrection in the beginning of November. 

At that j)eri{)d iitfairs wore a more tranquil and promising appearance 
in the Candaluir province than I had ever witnessed since my assumption 
of the charge of the agency. Akram Khan, the leader of the l)ehj*awat 
rebellion, captured by Lieutenant Conolly, had been executed at this 
place by His Majesty’s orders. Eight of the most indiiential of his 
colleagues in rebellion liad been sent by me, according to the orders of 
the Envoy, under charge of Lieutenant Crawford, to Cabool, that oHiccr 
ha/ing iny written instructions to destroy^his prisoners in the event of an 
attempt at rescue. The ITazarch and Belooeh tribes had been elrectually 
conciliated ; the Doorances of the Northern and Western districts had 
been humbled and ovcirawed. 

On the 7th of November, Colonel McLaren’vS Brigade marched for 
India ; and, upon the same evening, we heard of the disast(^r which had 
])efallen Caj)taiii Woodburn and his detachment, between Chuznee and 
Cabool. 1 immediately applied to Major-General Nott to halt tlie 
Brigade. Upon the 14th letters from tlie Envoy and Major-(n:neral 
Elphinstoiie arrived, announcing the Cabool insurrection, and (jailing on 
General Nott to reintbree the capital wdth the ^Brigade und(;r orders 
for India. Colonel McLaren accordingly retiirn(‘d to C’andaliar, and 
strengthened with a troop of Horse Artillery, started for Cabool iqjon the 
17th. In the meantime, Captain Hart’s corps of Jaunbaz had been called 
in from Tiroen, agreeably to tlie Envoy’s wishes, and followed in the rear 
of Colonel McLaia^ii’s Brigade, cn route to CabcK)l. Two of the Shah’s 
(jorps that had been left in Neesh and Dchrawat, aft(jr the return of the 
regular troops, were likewise summoned to Candahar, and nothing re- 
mained out but the 1st corps of Jaunbaz, tlic 1st Shah’s regiment, and 
two guns in Zamin Dawur. 

Having experienced inu(jh embarrassment from the presences of two 
PriiKjes in this i>roviuce during the summer and autumn, who regarded 
each other with the greatest jealousy, 1 judged the present to be a favour- 
able opportunity for deputing Sut'UT Jung to Cabool thus leaving Prince 
Timour in the inmu^diate exercise of supreme authority in tluj Candahar 
Government. Prince 8iift(‘r Jung accordingly returned from Zainiu 
I Dawur, and prepared to accompany the Jaunbaz to Cabool ; but, previ- 
ous to the departure of tlie eorj)s, I had reason to suspect tlu^ fidelity of 
the Atfghan Horse ; and having come to an explanation with th<* PriiKJe 
tipoii tJic subject, lie signified to me that he would prefer remaining at 
Candahar (luring the winter, without employment, to running tluj risk of 
being disgraced by any treacherous conduct on the part of the Horse to 
wliieh he was attached. About the same time we learnt that Lieutenant 
CrSwford had ])eeii attacked near Ghnznce, and had allowed the Dooraiiee 
prisoners under his charge to escape ; and this intelligence was followed 
by an account of the Ghilzyes’ attack upon Guddoo Klian, on his return 
from Gliuznee, in which that gallant Attghan officer, whose services to us 
throughout liad been of^such extr^ue value, was overpowered by numlKTs 
and slain, with 17 of his best men, losing at the same time 45 horses, 
and all the arms and baggag(3 of the Rissalah. The Province of 



("andn, bar itself, however, still continued tranquil ; anti it was not un(il 
wo loarnt, upon the 3rd of December, that Colonel M(;Larcn had been 
forced by the inclemency of the weather to give up his advance on Cabool, 
that we were led to anticipate disturbances in this Government. GeiKU'al 
Nott then judged it advisable to concentrate all his troops at Candahar, 
and accordingly ordered in the regiment and guns from Zamin Dawur, 

I wish<3d to keep the Jannbaz at (iiriskh, as the best chance of obliging 
them to adhere to us, from their enmity to the surrounding tribes, but 
my letters miscarried, and, unfortuijat{jly, the tiLfighan Jlorsc reUiriied 
to Candahar with the infantry. Colonel McLaren reached Candahar 
upon the 8th of December, and the Zainin Dawur detachment came 
in the following day. Lieutenailt Haminersley was at this time about 
to dispatch treasure to Candahar from Quetta, but judging tliat the 
temptation of securing tliis booty would induce the tribes about tluj 
Kojnek to rise, I suggested its detention till a more iavorable opportunity 
offered. It is fortunate that this detention occmrrecl, or tlie treasure 
would certainly have been sacrificed ; for inlelligencc luiA'ing reached 
tlie Candahar frontier of the dispatch of Maliomed Atta Klian from 
Cabool to excite the rebellion in this province, the tribes to the south- 
east, w'ho are particulariy under tlic influence of that chief, assem- 
bled and came down upon the Quetta road, with the hoiie of 
plundering the convoy. Disappointed of their booty they returned to 
their homes ; but an impetus had been given to insurrection by their 
movement, which led to many further evils. laeutenant Dosanquet, on 
the 17th of December, reported to me that all w^as quiet in tlie neigh- 
bourhood of Killa Abdoolla ; but on the following day he received orders 
from Quetta to evacuate his post, and this ubandonrnent taking place 
immediately after the enieute north of the Kojiick, was construed into an 
admission of weakness, and was tiie signal foi- the Alchukzye tribe to rise, 
cutting off at once our coinmnnication with the south. I had no resource 
in this eitiergeney but to send Saloo Khan, the Atchukzye Chief, with the 
Candahar .Jaunbaz, to re-occupy Killa Abdoolla, taking the precaution at 
the same time to withdraw the Kuropeau Superintendent of the corps, 
'fhe men on approaching the Kojuok w'cre infected with the rebellion of 
the Atchukzye tribe, and the greater ]>art of them deserted. Saloo Khan, 
however, remained firm, and has Iroin that lime to the present steadily 
adhered to our interests, and has exerted himself to the utmost in onr 
service, thus justifying, in the most satisfactory niamiei’, the selection I 
had made of Iiiiii for tlie important post of Sirdar of Jaiinbaz, and 
jiroving, moreover, that f- em]>k>yed the best means at iny disposal for 
preserving the communication with India. 

I must now note a few particulars regarding aflairs in tlie city of Can- 
daliar. When I became awmre of the names of the ](iaders wlio 1 leaded the 
Ciabool insurrection, and found that they were })rinci[>ally Duiininee 
iioblc'men of rank, I could not but be suspicious of the chiefs of Can- 
dahar, who arc all of the same tribe. I temporized with tliem, liow'ever, 
during the whole month of November, keeping them in good humour, 
and leading them to believe that the Cabool rebellion was nothing more 
than a partial and temporary disturbance. Wlu^i Colonel McLaren’s 
retirement, however, became known, and Mahomed Atta Khan also ap- 
l)roa,ched the Caudaliur frontier as the clmmjuon of Islam, it was no longer 



possible to treat tlig Doorauee chiefs with, the sort of half confidenco that 
I had hitherto shown them. I had but tlu*ee courses open to ino : Ist, 
arrest] i]g tlie chiefs and expelling their followers from the city ; 2iid, 
obliging them to leave the city, wliich was equivalent to throwing them 
into the arms of Mahomed Atta Khan ; and 3rd, affecting to trust them 
with the execMition and direction of a poynihu' movement in favor of His 
Majesty the Shall, and against Maliomed Atta Khail, who approached 
'('amhihar as the representative of the Baruckzye Sirdars, — tl 4 ^ acknow- 
ledged enemies of the Dipraiiee power ; either of llic two former courses 
ap’pearecl to me caleulated to increase and preciiiitate our difficulties, 
whilst the Jatter secured a comparative safety to the city, and, in the 
event of the restoration of order at Cabod, to w hich 1 confidently looked 
forward, promised to relieve the Candahar prox ince altogether of the 
troubles or the (‘xpeiises of %var. After the most mature deliberation,- I ae- 
<!crdingly adopted t}K‘ latter courses persuaded his Royal Highness Prince 
Tiinour to depute his eldest son with the Dooranee chiefs, and advanced on 
account of‘ th(‘ local Govermneiit the sum of one lac of rujiees to Meerxa 
Ahmed, the revenue manager, to maiulain the Dooranee troops in 
the field, 1 also obtaim^d a Fat tea from llie priesthood of Candahar, 
declaring theCabool consjiirators, and th(;ir adherents, rebels and traitors, 
and deserving of jiunishment in this world and the next. The J)oora- 
nees (putted Candahar in the middle of December, delayed for a wiiisi- 
derable time the advance of xVtta Kliaii, prevented to the utmost of their 
power the sjiread of religious fanaticism among the tribes, and acted in 
apparent good faith until their accounts from Cnliool impressed tliem 
with a conviction that His Majesty the Shah had ranged himself in the 
ranks of our enemies. 1 am inducecl, therefore, to lioiie tliat Guv(?rn- 
ment will not consider me to have acted inc-onsideratc'ly or prejudicially 
to our interests in the game which I have playc'd with the Dooranees. 
TJie expenditure of the lac of rupees answere(i the temjiorizing purjiose at 
wdiicji it w^as chiefly aimed, ami the funds have been (‘xhausted long ere 
this w'hen w^e are about to be liroiight into collision wdlh the* D(>oraiie(‘s. 
To return, how*ever, to the occurrences of the month of December. Alter 
the deputation oi’ Prince Seciiuder with the Dooranec! chiefs, my attemtion 
was chiefly dir<‘ctcd to the disposition of the .launbaz. iV part of ilvem 
accomjiaiiied the prin.ee, the remainder I judged it ]>est to endeavour to 
station upon the Helmuiid, as well with a view to the protection of the 
fort of Girihkli, as to place them in a situation where they would be cut 
olf from communication with Cabool, and surrounded with their blood 
euc^mics. They w^(^re to have started for Giriskh accordingly upon the 
27th of Decemljer ; but, on the previous night, supposing from a mertj 
accid(mt that their intention to desert had been discovered, broke 

into open mutiny, inurd(;red Lieutenant Golding, wounded Lieutenant 
Patterson so sex erely that he now lies in danger of his lifi^ and took the 
field, h()i>ing to raise the country. Jt is worthy of rennark, that they did 
not attempt to join the Dooranee camp, proving tlmwby that the chiefs 
w*ere then umierstood to be friendly to us. Chij)tain Leeson\s cavalry, 
and a party of the Parsew^an Jaunbtiz, who remained firm umh'r 
Lieutenant' Wilson, dthough in the same camp with the mutineers, 
wa.re immediately detached in pursuit, and coming up witli tlu; 
Jaunbaz in the aflernoon, at a village about twadve miles distant 
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iVom Caudahar, they attacked and dispersed tlieni, #killiiig the ring- 
leader of tlie mutiny, and inflicting a severe on the whole body. 
It had beeii*iny wish, with General Nott’s concurrence, to send out two 
of the guns belonging to the local Govei-riineiit, for the better protection 
of the fortress of Girishk. No escort, however, could be now spared, 
and I had no better means tht^refore of providing for the safety of that 
important post than by authorizing Bulwunt Sing, the llindostanee Kil- 
ladar, to increase his garrison to 400 men ; tind by obtaining from his 
Jloyal Highness Prince Timour the nomination to tlve Governiueiit of the 
Helmuiid of a Baruckzye cliief, the son of the famous Vizier Fiitteh 
Khan, who is possessed of an extensive influence in the tribe, and wlio is 
equally at enipity with the members of his own family, and with the 
other Doorauee chiefs who put his fatlier to death. 

An importajit occurrence took place on the 29th of December, two 
days subsequent to the Jaunbaz mutiny. Prince Sufter Jung, jealous of 
his brothcT, and disgusted at his own rcunoval from authority, was won 
over by the persuasions of a dissolute and intriguing chief, the son of 
Shall Pussund, Khan of Laush, to fly from the city, and place himself at 
the head of the insurgents wliom Maliomed Atta Klum was asscmibling 
on our eastern irontier. As the prince was subjected to no restraint, 
it was impossililt^ to have provided against tins flight. As soon, how- 
ever, as ho took the tield, tlie rebed eaiuse j*apid.ly gained streuigtJi. The 
Jaunbaz, who had tied from Caudahar and from Saloo Khan, collecte^d 
round the standard of Mahomed Atta Khan, and thp sirdar fixed his 
Jiead*(iuarters at Dehla, distant about, forty miles from the <‘/ity. General 
Nott was deterred by the unfavourable state ol‘the season from atfkcking 
the rebels at that jilace ; and our inactivity being considered a proof of 
weakness, Mahorn(.‘d Atta, witli about 3,000 horse and foot, proceeded 
leisurely down tlie valley of the Arghuiidab to the vicinity of the town of 
Caudahar; and having been joined by a considerable number of people 
from the surrounding villages, upon tlie 12lh of January he took post^on 
the river, distant five miles west of the city. General Nott attacked 
the enemy in this position, and dispersed them after a brief skirmish. 
The Doorauecs, up to this time, had avoided committing themselves in 
any open hostility with us, though, 1 believe, that the Cabool advices, 
describing the increasing difficulties of our position, and affording a 
prospect of the Shah’s being able, subsequently to our departure, to 
supersede the^ authority of the Baruckzyes, had rendered tliem ripe for 
(hiclaring against us. Be tiiis, however, as it may, wlien the Dooranees 
found that we were engaged with Mahomed Atta, their camp broke up 
tumultuously, and the entire force marched apparently to the support 
of their countrymen. They did not arrive iu our vicinity, howevfer, till 
the evening, when Mahomed Atta’s followers were scattered in flight 
and disorder, and they then prudently retired to a suflieient distance to 
escape the risk of being exposed to any immediate collision with us. 
I rom this time the Doorauee camp became the nucleus for rebellion. 
Sufter Jung, Mahomed Atta Khan, and the other fugitives from the field 
of the 1 2th, sought the protection of the Dooranees, and were honorably 
received. Prince Sekunder had been carried a\v?iy by the Doorauee 
chiefs ; but we succeeded in releasing him from their Iiaiuls, and bring- 
ing him back into the city before Sufter Jung arrive^d in their camp,. 
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During all this pe^aod I had kept up an uninterrupted correspondence 
with Sufter Jung, with Meerza Ahmed, and with the Dooranees. The 
prince, I believe, regretted the step he had taken, and would have 
returned to Candahar before the affair of the ISth, had I considered 
myself authorized to guarantee to him a definite reward for so doing ; 
but, besides the inexpediency of thus putting a premium upon rebelliun, 
it was altogether out of my power to promise him what he required, 
namely, the future Government of Candahar. That I have been 
deceived with regard to Meerza Ahmed 1 candidly admit, as he is a man 
of first-rate talent for an Aftglian, and must, I supposed, ai)i'.reciate the 
difference between the power of his countrymen and that of the British 
Government. I judged that from motives of self-interest he would 
adhere cordially to our cause, lie appears, however, from the breaking 
out of the Cabool insurrection, to have guessed that tlie contest would 
terminate in our compulsory abandonment of the country ; and, thus 
while he honestly played for a vseason the temporizing game that I 
enjoined upon him, he still took care so to strengthen his position with 
his own party, that, in the event of our adversity, he might keep the 
lead in the Affgluui cause which had been entrusted to him whilst 
acting under our own ausj)iccs. I was so sensible of the danger of this 
man as an enemy, that long after 1 had evidence of his dnpli(*ity, I 
affected to trust him, in the hope of his reclamation, and I might pos- 
sibly, to the present day, have retained some hold upon him, had I not 
been necessitated, in oixler to carry on the business of local administra- 
tion and to consolidate some party in the state as a counterpoise to the 
weight of the Dooranees, to bring his rival M{‘erza Wulce Mahomed into 
power, as revenue manager of C’andahar. This arrangement took phuic, 
with his Royal Highness Prince Tiuiour’s approval, upon the 18th of 
January ; and since that time, Meerza Ahmed has l)e(‘n actively employed 
as minister to Sufter Juug, in directing tlie councils of the Dooranees, 
and concerting measures to place them out of the danger of a surprise, 
and yet suthciently near to have an appearance of menacing Candahar ; 
and in this camp they remained from the 2()th of January to tlie last day 
of February. Meer/a Ahmed alone could hav(‘ so long preserved union 
among the discordant elements of wliicli this camp was composed ; he 
alone could have managed, by the most careful revenue arrangements, to 
have supported the concourse which was assembled round the standard of 
Sufter Juug ; he alone, perliaiis, could hiive prevented the Dooranees 
from risking an action in which they were certnin to have been defeated 
—his measures throughout have been most skilful and well sustained. 
The chiefs were, in the first place, sent to recruit in the diflerent districts 
where their influence chiefly prevailed ; revenue was/aised in the usual 
forms, for the support of tlic troops, in anticipation of flie coming har- 
vest, the ryots receiving an acquittance from Meerza Ahmed, in case the 
management should continue in his hands, and being assured that, if 
our power prevailed, we were too just to subject the cultivators to a 
double exaction. Statements of the Shah’s coiiiuvance in the Cabool 
revolution were industriously circulated ; incessant attempts were made to 
tamper with our Hiii<fostaiiee troops (not altogetlier without success), 
and letters were designedly thrown into our hands to r(3ndor us suspicious 
of such few cliiefs as adhered to us, wlulst the most stringent measures 
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were adopted to deter the villagers around the city from bringing supplies 
into Caiidahar. Such was the line of policy pursued by Meerza Ahm^ 
from the 20th of January to the 20th of February. In this interim 
General Nott had laid iii five months’ supplies fur tlie troops ; he had 
repaired the fortifications to a certain extent ; and, intending on the 12th 
of February to march out and attack the enemy, he had concurred with 
me in the advisability of disarming the population preparatory to the 
movement of our trooi)s. Severe weather, however ..rendered a inarch 
impracticable at the time he meditated ; and before if became sufficiently 
mild to enable him to take the field, tlie tactics of the enemy had under- 
gone a total alteration, in consequence of advices from Cabool. 

It may be as well here to notice our receipt of intelligence from 
Cabool and Calcutta ; the Governmcnit letter of the 3rd of December, 
reached us on tlie 28tli idem ; and on the 30th of January we heard^ of 
tlic assassination of tlie Envoy and the intended evacuation of Cabool. 
On the 1st of February I addressed General Nott on the subject of the 
Government letter of the 3rd of December, stating that although the 
contingency coiitemjdated by Govenmieiit appeared to liave arrived, yet 
it was attended with circumstances which could not have been contem- 
plated, and which seemed to render it advisalde that we should await 
further instructions. In tliis view General Nott cordially concurred. 
Upon the 2l8t of February a letter signed by Major Pottinger and 
Major-General ElphinstoiKi reached us, of the same tenor as that address- 
ed by those officers to the authorities at Jellahibad, and in submitting 
the document to General Nott, 1 distinctly stated my opinion that the 
Cabool cunviuitiou was in no way binding on us at Candahar. In this 
view also, General Nott fully coincided, expressing his resolve to enter 
into negotiations with no one pending the receipt of definitive instructions 
from Calcutta. 1 wo days sulisiiipiciitly, the resolutions of Government 
of the 6th of January reached Candahar, and from that date I h^e con- 
ducted my political duties iu cordial communication with, but still in .. 
direct subordination to Major-General Nott’s authority. 

The Cabool messenger who brought us Major-General Elphinstone’s 
letter of the 2dth of December, left the caj)iUil as late as the 22nd of Janu- 
ary, and was the bearer of a number of important documents from His 
Majesty tlie Shah, and from the Cabool leaders of the Doonxnee Chiefs 
of Candahar. liis Majesty’s acceptance of the crown subsequent to 
our evacuation of Cabool was most gratifying to the Candahar insurgents, 
and was generally interpreted by them into a tacit approval of the pro- 
gress and result of the revolution. They were not, however, I under- 
stand, perfectly satisfied on this score, and dispatched another messenger 
to Cabool, requiring the direct orders of his Majesty to attack us. In 
the mean time, theT>ooranec Chief addressed a formal letter to me, of 
which I have sent duplicate copies through Major Outram, calling on us 
to evacuate Candahar in peace, lost wli should experience the same fate 
as our countrymen at Cabool and remarking further, that the coalition 
of the Shah with the insurgent party at Cabool had deprived us of any 
further pretext for maintaining our troops in the country.’ In reply to 
tliis letter, I wrote, with Major-General Notl’s approval, that we still 
remained at Candahar iu support of the Shah’s authority, believing Ilis 
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♦Majesty to desire ,9ur presence, and tlxat we had, moreover, an ample force 
at our disposal for the defence of our position. 

Upon the 27th of February we received the Government letter of the 
28th of January, and General Nott then drew up a proclamation stating 
more explicitly the identity of our interests with those of Slmh Shooja- 
Ool-Moolk and our determination to tn^at as enemies to Ills Majesty all 
those assembled in arms under rririce Softer Jiing. I obtained his 
Koyul Highness Prjjice Tiinour’s consent to this proclamation, and copies 
of it have been generally distributed tlirough the country. Having fur- 
ther received on the 4tli instant a copy of the Government Notiheation 
of January 31 st, a translation of this has also been prepared, and all 
possible publicity has been given to the docuinieiit. General Nott, also, 
in support of the determination whic.h we have tlius evinced to liold Can- 
daliar, lias now made all his arrangements to take the field, and during 
the last few days I have been employed under his directions in expelling 
the Affghan population from the town preparatory to the movement. This 
extreme measure has been forced upon us by the paramount consideration 
of safety. There were, at least, G,0(X) Aftglians within tlie walk, who 
in the present state of ali'airs, cAUiId not but be considered inimical to us, 
who had been generally, moreover, in activ e communication with the 
Dooranee camp, and to control wiiom, such a garrison was necessary for 
the protection of ilie city as threatened to cripple our movements in the 
field. Under such circumstances, expulsion was indispensable, and 
although we have, no doubt, by the measure, iiicreastid the national ex- 
asperation against us, still we hav(‘ securetl a position in which we may 
resolutely and confidently meet it. A distinction lias been made in this 
clearing of the town, which it wmiild have been as well to have avoided, 
had there been a ])rospoct of aceoinniodatiou with our Ailghan enemies, 
but wh^h has been forced upon us by cinaiiustajiccvs, and trom wdiicli, if 
the war (as is not improbable) sliouhl assunu* a ciiaracter of inveteracy, 
we shall certainly derive beneficial results. The Sheeahs of Candahar 
have always been at enmity witJi tl»e Dooraiiees, and in the disturbances 
which have from tiirii; to tiiru' occurred in this proviiua*, they have evin- 
ced a general disposition to side with us. This ieeling has been latterly 
vStill more directly manifested, and w^e have, in return, shown our con- 
fidence in them by i)ermitting them to retain occu})ation of their dwell- 
ings. They must consider tlieniselves for the future fully eoiumitted in 
our quarrel, and will, 1 think, be found of great value, if our contest 
with the Alfghans proceeds to extremities, 

I have now to detail tlui movements of tlieDooranees since the 20th ulti - 
mo, when they received their advice from Cabool, announcing the Shah’s 
restoration to power. Active measures of annoyance were at once adopt- 
ed, a demonstration of force being considcu'ed likely to induce us more 
readily to an evacuation of the couutiy. Large detacliiuents of horse 
were thrown out from tiie Dooranee canip to the vicinity of the city, with 
a view of plundering our camels, cutting off stragglers, and preventing 
us from foraging. On the 2 Jst, one of our foraging jjarties sustained a 
severe loss from the enemy’s horse, loO camp followers having been cut 
up, and nearly 300, camels carried off. On , the 2JtIi again, tlie Doora- 
nee horse, nearly 2,000 in number, came down upon another party, but 



269 


the escort of three regiments which had been sent fo# the protection of 
the camels, was too strong for tlie enemy to attack, and nothing occurred 
beyond a little skirmisliing. On the 27th, a third party went out to the 
eastward to procure forage, and returned unmolested : and on the 2nd 
a fourth detachment of two regiments and four guns proceeded in the 
same direction, and brought in bhoosa, without falling in whh any of the 
enemy’s horse. This brigade, however, remained out during one night 
and a report having in consequence arisen that it had marched for Kclat- 
i-Gliilzye to withdraw the garrison of that place, large b(^)dies of the Doo- 
ranee horse proceeded up the Turmuk valley to harass the force. Discover- 
ing their mistake, they have since returned, and have encamped for several 
nights a few miles to the south of the city, and yesterday they cut up some 
of our camp-followers close under the walls of the city. During this in- 
terval, the Dooranee head-quarters have been moved to the left bank of 
the Arghundab river, and the number ai>d sj)irits of the party liave been 
daily on the increase. It has been the object of the Dooranecs to show 
themselves at all points, and to keep us in a state of perpetual alarm. 
They have destroyed the villages of those chiefs who were supposed to be 
friendly to us, have greatly impeded tlie conveyance of supplies to the 
city, and have evcti threatened the cantonments. The numbers of horse 
and foot at present in arms amount, 1 believe, to about 4,000 of the for- 
mer, and 5,000 of the latter. It is said that they will, if possible, decline 
an engagement, and content themselves with harassing General Nott’s 
force, which is known to be sadly deheient in cavalry, but they are aware 
that an irregular army, like their own, becomes altogether unmanage- 
able when pressed upon by an active foe, and if the dangers therefore of 
dissolution bcHJomes imminent, it is thought that they may try their for- 
tune in a buttle. Sliould an action of this sort occur, I may coriiidently 
predict that tranquillity Avill for a time be restored to Candahar. The 
(■ahool Jaunbaz who are with the enemy will fly to the northward ; the 
different chiefs will take rediigc among the tribe in tlii‘ remote districts ; 
and some of tliose who consider themselves the least committed, may 
possibly be induced to come in. 

The future prospects of C’andahar will most (mtir(‘ly depend upon the 
real feelings of the Shah, and the decision of the British Government with 
respect to him. Should we remain in the country as liis supporters, we 
need not anticipate any very formidable opposition. Sliould Shah 
Shooja on the other hand be regarded as onr enemy, I submit, with de- 
ference, that ill regard to local feelings, His Majesty Shah Kainran will 
prove the most eligible rival to supplant him. Under any other arrange- 
ments, the war will become one of great inveteracy, and we can only 
expect to restore order by an overwhelming force, which shall suffice to 
crush altogether the power of the Dooranees. If we d(‘cide upon a 
measure of this sort, the attachment to us of the Sheeah population will 
be a most valuable auxiliary, and the Hazareh mountaineers, who are of 
the same faith, will gladly co-itjierate with us in the work of complete 
coercion. 

I now do myself tlie honor to report various other measures, to which 
I have been compelled to give effect during the long period that has 
elapsed since an opportunity offered for reference fo superior autho- 
^'ify. I am still without any instructions on the subject of Herat, but I 



retain Sirdar SiiUan Mahomed Khan at Candaliar, as a pledge the 
sincerity of his brother, and as a means for arranging any relations that 
we may possibly desire to enter into with Shah Kainraii, in tlie event of 
His Majesty’s succeeding in the contest which he has precipitated with Yar 
Mahomed Khan, and which, after a continuance of two months, now 
promises to terminate in His Majesty’s favor. 8irdar Sultan Mahomed 
Khan has been of the utmost servict^ at Candahar in exerting his power- 
ful influence with the Alekozye tribe, to detach it from the Dooranee 
confederacy, and, assisted with money whicl» I have advanced to him for 
the purpose, he has so far succeeded, tluit the Alekosjj^e chief in the 
Dooraneee camj>, one of the first nobles of Candahar, has been arrested 
and threatened with death by Prince Sufter Jung, for the lukewarmness 
his tribe has displayed in the Dooranee cause, and for being suspected of 
a personal attachment to us. Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan has been in 
the receipt of his allowance of 2000 rupees per mensem, rcciommended 
in ray dispatch of the 20th of Novem])er, since his arrival here, and 
acting on demi-oflicial ])erraission granted by the Envoy some months 
back, I have also advanced the sum of 10,000 rupees to Sirdar Deeu 
Mahomed Khan, in (!onsidcration of his brother’s services. 

At the commencement of the Candahar disturbances, feaiang that the 
outlaw Attar Khan would attempt to return through the Tyunnunee 
country, to the Ilelmimd, I made another disbursement (sanetioned by 
the Envoy on a former occasion.) of 10,()(K) rupees to Ibrahim Khan, 
Sirdar of the Tymniunees, to induce him to close the j)asscs against our 
enemy. This disbursement has brought us iiito very friendly relations 
with the Tyminunees, and nu agent of tlie Sirdar still continues to reside 
ill Candahar. Deputations from the chiefs of Seistau, and from the 
Beloochees and Brahecs of Gunnsel, who arrived at Candahar before the 
Cabool revolution bn)ke out, have been obliged to remain liere ever since 
at the Government’s expense. The latter chiefs have been very useful in 
holding the Dooraiiees of Gurmsel in cheek, and thus i)reventiiig them 
from sending any considerable reinforcements to Sufter Jung’s camp. 
The Ilazareh ami Belooch tribes, who returned witli Lieutenant Elliot 
from Tireeii and Delirawut, have also resided in Caiidahar during the 
winter, and their entertainment here has ple(lgi‘d the tribes over whom 
their influence extends, to support the Jaunbaz detaclmicut, that, up to 
the present time, lias Jield its ground in Tireen, and paralyzed the movc- 
nieuts of the Dooranees in that quarter, where the influence of Mahomed 
Atta Khan is paramount, ami the tribes are notoriously strong and 
turbulent. 

The Persian refugee, Agha Khan, is still a guest at Candahar, and 
General Nott, in consideration of our deflciency of cavalry, has express- 
ed a wish that this chief, who is possessed of much military experience, 
and whose attachment to our interests is certain, should be intrusted with 
the temporary direction of such Parseewan horse as have remained true 
to us since the disorganization of the Jaunbaz. Agha Khan has at pre- 
sent about 300 of these* horse under his orders, and will accompany 
General Nott in his projected attack upon tlie enemy. Were we not 
threatened with a deflcienc}^ of funds for our necessary expence, I should 
venture to recommended that the Parseewan horse were considerably in- 
creased, as well with a view of relieving our own cavalry of the harass- 
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ing of patrolling, as to give further confidence to* the Sheeah party, 
and to sliow tlmt we can still command the services of a not unimportant 
class of the Candahar population. 

I have also tlie honor to bring to the notice of Government, tliat, dur^ 
ing the late disturbances, when the sources of local revenue have been 
closed against the Government which we support, I have been compelled 
to advance funds for the maintenance of Prince Tiinour, ,of Abbas Khan, 
Sirdar of Candahar, and other chiefs who are entitled to salaries from tlie 
crown, and remain attached to the court of His Royal Higliness. I have 
taken upon myself also to grant comj)ensation for the losses sustained by 
Gaddoo Khan’s Rissalah in November ; and it has further appeared to 
me on several (K^casions desirable to expend sums upon chiefs who have 
supplied us with valuable information, or who have laboured to preserve 
tranquillity among their respective tribes. The total sum which 1 have 
disbursed for contingent expeiices of this nature, inclusive of the original 
advance to Meerza Ahmed Klian, reported in a former part of my letter, 
amounts during the five last months to two lacs eleven thousand and sixty 
six rupees, ten annas and eight })ice ; and 1 shall take the earliest op- 
portunity of su])Triitting a detailed explanation of the numerous items 
included in this account. I presume tlmt lienceforward I must be guided 
in my political expenditure entirely by General Nott’s view of expediency. 

I liave only further to rejmrt, that wdthin the last fortnight the fortress 
of Girishk has been attacked by the Baruckz^^es, but that Bulwant Sing, 
the Ilindoostanee Killadar, has repulsed the assailants, and is conlident of 
holding his post whilst his ainiuunitioii and provisions last. We are alto- 
gether without intelligence from Ghuznec, but the post of Kelat-i-Ghilzye 
is safe, and General Nutt has dire(ded the oliicei* commanding to make 
every preparation fur the suslaiiied defence of his position. 

1 have, ^c., 

IL C. Rawlinson. 

<) ' 

P. S. — General Nott has marched out of the town this morning with 
fi^ e and half regiments of infantry, sixteen guns, and about 1000 horse. 
The Dooraiiees have advanced to meet him, leaving their heavy baggage 
in the rear, and it is not unlikely that, either to>day or to-morrow, an 
action will take place between our troops and the enemy. I have ewery 
reason to be satisfied with the conduct of His Royal Highness Prince 
Tiinour, throughout tlie Avhole of the trying circumstances in which he 
has been jilaced. He has witnessed our reverses at Cabool, he has been 
addressed by his father iu a maimer which h;ads him to believe His 
Majesty to be inimical to us ; his brother has absconded from Candahar, 
to iieail the Dooranee rising, and he has been himself repeatedly solicited 
to make eomiuon cause with the insurgents, but he has (‘.ontiniied firm to 
us to the present time, and I see no reason whatever to doubt his real 
attachment to our interests. 

No. 252. — Major-General NoU to Mr. MadJock. 

Ctuulahar^ Mm'ch 12, 1842. 

Sm, — I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Right Honorable the Governor-General of India, that during the month 
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of February, coii^iderabte nuuibers of tlie rebel forces, under tlj||com* 
mand of Prince Sufter Jung and other xlffghaii chiefs, assembled, in tlie 
vicinity of Candahar, plundering the villages, and by every possible 
means urging the inhabitants to join in an attack upon the British troops. 
In the begining of the present month the enemy approached close to the 
city of Candahar ; I made the necessary arrangements for the safety of 
the city, and leaving the garrison of about 2,600 men in it, I, on the 7th 
instant, moved with the remainder of my force against the enemy ; they 
retired as I advarmed, they were driven first across the Turmuck, and 
then across the Arghundab. Tliey would not allow the infantry to come 
in contact with them. On the 9th I got near enough to open our guns 
upon them with great effect. They were soon broken and fled ; my want 
of good cavalry saved them from being totally destroyed. They were 
dispersed in every direction. During a march of five days opposed to 
12,(X)0 of the ei>euiy, who had upwards of 6,000 well mounted cavalry, 
not a camel was taken or a particle of baggage lost. Tlie troops march- 
ed without tents, both officers and men, and the conduct of my artillery 
and infantry was excellent I think this dispersion of the rebel force will 
have the best effect, as it will convine.^' the inhabitants that the chiefs 
cannot face us in the field with any chance of success. I am now doing 
all in my power to conciliate the villagers, and to induce them to return 
to the cultivation of their lauds, and to live in peace, under the assur- 
ance of protection. Durhig my absence a strong detachment of the 
-enemy made an attempt on the city, and succeeded in burning one of the 
gates, but they were la'pulsed with great loss by the gallantry of tlie 
troops in garrisoTi, under the command of Major Lane, of the 2nd Regi- 
ment of Native Infantry, whose report shall be forwarded for the informa- 
tion of Government, by the first opjiortunitj, 

I have, &€., 

W. Nott. 


IS^o. 253 . — BrUjudicr England to Mr. Maddoclt. 

Camp, near Quetta, March 22, 1S42. 

Sir, — I beg to acquaint 3^011, for the information of the Right Houor- 
iable the Governor-General in Council, and in continuation of my lettt^r 
«of the 3rd, that 1 arrived at this place with the troops mentioned in the 
margin of that communication, on the 16th instant. 

2. In advancing through the Bolaii Pass, I succeeded in turning tlie 
most dangerous part of that defile, by detaching a flanking party to tiic 
right of the zig-zag, its extremity in this direction, but there was no ap- 
pear^ince of any intention on the part of the people of that region to dis- 
pute our progress. 

3. The weather below the Passes was soon found to be no criterion as 
to the temperature above, for the thermometer at 7 in the morning stands 
an this cam|> usually at 40®. 

4. ISeverthelesSj^the influence of our advance has occurred happily at 
a moment when the successes of the 9th and 10th at Candahar were pro- 
ducing similar effects in fhat quarter j and I (?annot but consider, thaf 
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owing- to these combined causes, the insurrection is ifow but languidly 
sustained southward of that city, 

6, I apprehend that the second division of troops, which I had allot- 
ted to follow me to this plate, when withdrawn from Shikarpore and 
other stations, 'where their i)resencc had been required by the political 
agent of Sinde and Beloochistan, will not arrive litre for ten days from 
this date, for the disappointments in carriage set aside all accuracy of 
calculation in military movements in this country ; and the uncertainty 
of the weather is still a serious impediment. 

G. 1 haye found little or no aid in camels prepared for me here, but 
I rely much on the political effect of our arrival, and that our presence 
will give the people some confidence in bringing to our camp tliese ani- 
mals f<jT sale ; and as I am led to suppose that the resources of the 
whole Pislieen Valley will be better securc'd by a movement in that di- 
rection, its climate also being much milder than tliis, and the very fact of 
advancing lieiug at all times important, our numbers as usual being much 
mngni^cd, 1 propose to make one or two marches in the direction of 
Killa Abdoolali in a ftjw days, and there await the reinforcement 1 expect 
from Dadur. 

7. It will then iMicomc my duly to consider how I can best aid the 
garrison of Candahar, in conveying to it the treasure, musket-ainmuni- 
tioii, &c. which I have bronglit thus far for tliat purpose, and of which it 
has been often stated to me that tlu‘y are in need ; and I shall not fail to 
do my utmost to give facility and effect to Ihesf^ desirable measures, 
though it is evident by Major-General Noll’s communication to me of the 
1 Uh instant, and from various other letters from Major Rawlhison, that 
the possibility of their didaching a brigade to reianve these supplies at 
the Kojuck, as I had suggested, is not coiiterajdatcd ; on the other hand, 
it is clear that I am expected to convey them tlu? whole distance to 
Candahar. 

S. By present circumstances I think it very probalde that I may be 
^Miabled to accomplish the ndief in question by the <;nd of next month, 
’‘Without risk or injury to the tranquillity of Siiuh; or Beloochistan ; but 
1 am pi^rfectly imjircssed witli the ])rudential considerations attached to 
all parts of this qucstiim. 

9. It is my intention to maintain a garrison of loOO men at Quetta, 
and to improve in some meaiure the defences of that place. 

10. I cannot, however, too much lament the paucity of troops with 
the slender means of carriage, and the especial deficiency, both here 

and at Candahar, of cavalry, foP 1 should not doubt it somewhat more 
lurinidably equipped in tliese respects, that our supremacy in these 
countries and to the northward, would be at once placed in a true and 
rapid progress of rc-establislimeni. 

I have, 8ce., 

R. England. 

No. 254 — Brigadier England to Eieufenant’^ Colonel PowelL 

Camp^ at Koochlacli,^ March 25, 184*2. 

SiK, — I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of his 
Ei:cellency the Comraander-in-Chief, that a body of the insurgent horse, 


L I. 



amounting apparerfily to about 100, having shown themselves this morn- 
ijig on the hills near this camp and in the direction of Hyderzee, I caus- 
ed them to be attacked by a detachment of Captain Leslie’s troop of the 
horse brigade, supported by a troop of the 3rd Light Cavalry. 

The officers immediately engaged in tliis affiiir, in which Captain 
Cliristie, of the 3rd Bengal Cavalry, assisted, report that nothing could 
exceed the ardour and good conduct of their men. 

The enemy left five dead bodies on the field, and we have had two men 
wounded and one horse killed ; two horses are missing. 

I have, &c., 

B. England. 

No, 255. — Major- General England to M ajar General Nott 

Camj)^ near Quetta^ Aj)rU 1 , 1842 . 

Sir, — I wish to acquaint you that the insurgents are so strongly post- 
ed and stockaded in a defile which leads from the village of ily||ulzye 
to the plains in this direction, that I am of opinion that it is not to be 
forced by less than a strong brigade ; and such brigade should be equip- 
ped with mortars. I had no information whatever of this defensive 
arrangement on the part of the insurgents until I was stoi)pcd by it, with 
some loss of men, in my way to the village of Hvkulzye, at wliicdi place 
1 had intended to wait for my reinforcements, now in progress through 
the Bolan, and then to proceed to Killa Abdoola w’ith some treasure, 8cc., 
for the use of the force under your command. I shall again attempt 
this operation with a brigade’ lightly etjuipped, and without knapsacks, 
as soon as 1 hear from you that you are prepared to meet it on the 
northern side of the Kojuck, and that this aid of treasure is absolutely 
necessary to you ; but it would in my opinion be most prejudicial to the 
safety of Quetta, if I remained longer from it than merely to perform this 
service. I beg to advise that the force you send to nie(*t me at Killa 
Abdoola should be strong with mortars, if you can spare Ihem, as T liave 
none, for I am credibly informed that the Kojuck is stockaded. It is, 
however, possible I believe to turn it. I have had no intelligence from 
Candahar since the 19th. 

I have, &c., 

♦ R. England. 

No, 256. — Major-General England to Mr. Maddock. 

Cump^ near Quetta^ April 2 , 1842 . 

Sir, — I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Rigdit Honorable the Governor-General in Council, that having advan<ted 
from bence on the 2()th ultimo, witli the troops mentioned in the margin*, 
I arrived at the entrance of a defile wliich leads to the village of llykul- 
zye early on the 28th, at which j)lace I had intended to await the 
remaindei of the brigade now in progress to this place through the 
Bolan Pass. 


* Four guns, iTorse Brigade ; 1 troop 3rd Light Cavalry ; 5 companies Ih r 
Majesty's 41st Regi».>ent ; G companies Boml ay Native Infiutry ; 50 Pi)ona lh)rse. 



275 


2. From the total impossibility which now evident,]^ prevails in ob- 
taining any sort of information of the enemy, and from the stern silence 
observed on such subjects by even, those whose interest seems to depend 
on our success, I had no reason whatever to suppose that the people 
visible on these hills near Hykulzye were more than an assemblage of the 
scouts and marauders which are thus placed on all parts of this counhy 
vvhe^e^'er our troops traverse it ; and the principal men of the village of 
llyderzic, which is but six miles from the defile in question, and who 
re<ieived us on the preceding day with the greatest apparent cordiality, 
carefully kept from our knowledge tliough much (jiiestioned on the sub- 
ject, that Mahomed Sadig, the insurgent chief soutli of Candahar, was 
strongly posted in tlie pass above-mentioned and contiguous heights, for 
tJie express purpose of opposing our ju'ogress. 

3. It became evident as we approached, that there was some prepa- 
ration made for resistance by the insurgents on the commanding ground 
which flanked our line of march at this point ; and, after a rapid reeoii- 
noissance, I proceeded to attack the principal hill by four light com- 
l)anies, including that of Her Majestj^’s 41st Regiment, supporting the 
attack by the remainder of the wing of that corps, under cover of the 
four giiiis of Caj)tain Leslie’s Horse Artillery ; the remjiinder of the 
(roups b'(‘ing duly distributed for the protection of the baggage. 

4. Tlie enemy kept his strength concealed behind a succession of 
breastworks improved by a ditch and iibattis, until our advance reached 
the crest of his exterior defence, wlnm a crowded body suddenly sprung 
u]>, and made tlio contest so unequal, tliat it was immediately evident it 
(ould not be advantageously maintained. 

o, Tlic light companies fell back, tlierefore, on the small supporting 
coluinii of Her Majt3sty’s 41st Regiment, which, on the appearance of the 
enemy’s oavaliy, which now ruslicd out from behind the hills, formed 
square, and gallantly resisted the eflurts which were made to penetrate 
and break it ; tlie matchlock men of tlie enemy still keeping up a sharp 
and destructive fire trom the heights. 

(). To persevere in a second attack on the now developed strength of 
the enemy, with the small uunibers I had disposable for such an operation, 

1 dceined to be unwarrantable ; and I therefore determined to move by 
my right to the ruined village of Bazar, tliree miles to north-east, 
in wliich direction the baggage was first ordered to proceed, and the 
troops followed across plain iu ee-hellou of squares, the artillery pro- 
l(*cti ng by alternate guns, and the whole covered by as good a display of 
cavalry as we luuf at commaml. 

7. The steady maimer in which this movement was made, prevented 
any close molestation from the enemy ; neither did they make any attack- 
on us during the night. 

8. I here discovered tliat 400 men, principally cavalry, had joined the 
insurgents’ forces, from Candahar, the day before my arrival, and that, 
with a view to resist us, Mahomed Sadig had collected also at this point, 
from Shoranent and Shawl, oOO men, and the Mirza, a Kakiir chief, with 
100 of that tribe, also formed part of his force ; the rest of the enemy’s 
f^trength was made up by the Atdiukzye horse, formerly in our service, by 
armed villagers of the neighbourhood, making an estimated total of at 

hh 2 
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least 1,500 or 2,000 men. Many officers, however, consider it to have 
been much greater. 

9. I moreover (liscovercd that the defences within which the enemy 
fought, had been works of two months’ preparation, and I have seldom 
seen better cavalry than those, which, for the first iime^ displayed tliem- 
selves, w'hen the light companies fell back on Tier Majestj^’s 41st, at 
which moment several of tlie enemy were bayoneted in their attack on 
the stpiare of that half battalion. 

10. On the morning of the 29th, it W’^as perceptible that the insur- 
gents liad been collecting further reinforcements of armed villagers 
during the night, and tliat arrangements were making by them on 
an increased scale to resist any renewed assault on our part ; and it 
being evident that the ohjeet of my remaining in the Pisheen Valley 
was negatived, whilst its resources and communications were thus in the 
hands of an enemy much stronger than myself, and that the latter could 
not be dislodged from the important heigJits he oc(mpied without incur- 
ring severe additional losses, I felt I should best serve the views and 
interests of Governmenl, by falling back to my position at this place 
until reinforced ; and I am happy to say that this difficult operation 
has been accomplished, although encumhered with a train o:j|j,5()() l)ng- 
gage animals and camels, and four and a half lacs of treasure, and many 
wounded men, notwit listanding the constant presence of the enemy, 
without hurry, and without incurring the loss oi‘ any baggage or article 
of publi(i property beyond such as might reasonable happen in any or- 
dinary march in India. 

11. Ill passing near some strong ground yest(‘rday near Kooclilach, a 
company of Her Majesty’s 41st llt‘giment ascended a steep hill on our 
left, and killed sixteen of a jiarty of the enemy, from whom our eolumn 
was receiving some annoyance in its ])r<)gress many others being 
•wounded. 

12. Having now detailed the circurristanees belonging to the military 

events in this vicinity for the last few days, 1 solicit the favour of bring- 
ing to the notice of tlie Right Honorable the Governor-General in Coun- 
cil, the good conduct of t lie troops generally, and tlie gallantry of Her 
Majesty’s 41st in particular, under Major Rrowne. I had every reason 
to be also satisiied with the good practice of Cajitain Leslie’s efficient 
battery and Major Apthorp, of' the 20th Rombay Native infantry (severely 
wounded, and siiua? dead), led the light companies to the attack in tlie 
best possilde style. 41 *' 

13. 1 have received from Major Wyllie. Assistant Adjutant-General, 
Captain Boyd, Assistant Qiuirt(*r-Master-(jeneral, Captain Davidson, 
Deputy Commissary-General, and the rest of the officers of the stafF, 
very valuable and zealous assistance. 

14. I beg to inclose a return of killed and w^ounded, as well as a 
copy of a letter which has this day been addressed to me by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Stacy, of tlie 43r(l Bimgal Native Infantry, who has been a 
volunteer with this fgree during its recent ojierations, and I quite concur 
in tlie sentiments expressed in the 6th paragraph of the Lieuteiiani-Colo- 
nel’s communication. 
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15. I further beg leave to submit, for the informaiiou of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General in Council, a copy of a letter which I 
Jiave this day addressed to General Nott. 

I have, &c., 

R. England. 

# 

Sinde Field Force.— Beturn of Casualties in Action with the Enemy, near Ihjkuhye^ 
on the 28 th March, 1842. 

Head- Quarters, Camp near Koochlach, March 30, 1842. 

Her Majesty’s 4l8t Regiment of Foot — I captain, 2 serjeants, 1 corporal, 14 pri- 
vates, killed ; 1 serjeant, 1 corporal, 50 privates, wounded. 

Light Company 6th Regiment N. 1. — 1 sepoy, killed ; 3 sepoys, wounded. 

Light Company 20th Regiment N. L — 5 sepoys, killed ; 1 major, 2 naicks, 7 
sepoys, wounded. 

Light Company 25th Regiment N. I. — 1 naick, 2 sepoys, killed ; G sepoys, 
wounded. 

Total — 1 captain, 2 serjeants, 2 corporals or naicks, 22 privates or sepoys, killed ; 
1 major, 1 serjeant, 3 corporals or naicks, 63 privates or sepoys, wounded, 

Grand Total— 27 killed ; 71 wounded. 

Names of Officers hilled or wounded. 

Captain W. May, Her Majesty’s 41st Regiment, killed. 

Major Apthorp, 2()th Native Infantry, commanding Light Battalion, wounded, 
severely and dangerously, since dead. 

Remarks. 


Wounded— 13 privates, dangerously ; 1 serjeant, 3 corporals, 20 privates, severe- 
ly ; 33 privates slightly. 


W. WVLLIB, 


No. 257 . — Extract of a Letter from Lieutenant- Colonel Stacy to 
Major- General EnylaiuL 

Quetta, March 31, 1842. 

I have said the affair of the 28th, liowever distressing, has not been 
unproductive of good ; it has shewn us, besides other facts, that our 
intelligence is next to nothing, our information so imperfect, that the 
(‘xistence of the entrenched position, which it appears the enemy liad 
heen engaged on the last two months, was utterly unknown to us, nor 
should we, 1 believe, have learnt that similar works have been prepared 
in the Kojuck, but for an advance on Ilykulzye. Let it be observed, 
that our ignoragee of the existence of tliis entrenchment, and the time 
necessarily takei^) prepare it, prove, no less, our want of common infor- 
mation beyond our piejuets, than the astonishing unanimity wJiich is 
leagued against us. 

No. 25S.— The Governor-General of India to the Secret Committee. 

Hemres, April 22, No. 4, 1 842. 

(Extract.) — I liave the honor to transmit to you copies of the several 
letters addressed by me from tliis city, to his Excellency tlic Commander- 
in-Chief, and the instructions 1 have deemed it right to send to Major- 
General Nott. 
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Tliose several (V)cumeiils will place you fully in possession of the views 
I entertained at the period at which those letters were written. 

Yesterday I received tlie dispatch containing the gratifying account of 
Sir Robert Sale’s victory at JelJalabad, and other dispatches conveying 
the intelligence of Brigadier England’s having regained his position at 
Quetta without further loss, and of his having been joined there by the 
remainder of his brigade. ^ 

These several events althotigh they improve our prospects to some ex- 
tent, have in no respect altered niy delilx^rate opinion, that it is expedient 
to withdraw the troops under Major-General Pollock, and those under 
Major-General Nott, at tlie earliest practicable p(‘riod, into positions 
wlierein they may have certain and easy communication with India. 

That opinion is found upon a general view of our military, political, 
and financial situation, and is not liable to be lightly changed. I shall do 
all in my jiower, to make manifest the high estimation in which T hold 
the conduct of Major-General Sir Robert Sale and the garrison of Jellala- 
bad. I transmit, herewith, a copy of the Notification I have prefixed to 
the Gazette, and shall consider in what further manner 1 may confer 
honor upon that distinguished officer, and his gallant brothers in arms. 

No. 250. — 3Ir, Maddock to Major-General JVotL 

Benares f hpril 19, 1842. 

Sm, — I am directed by the Governor-General to instruct you to lake 
immediate measures for drawing off' the garrison of Kelat-i-Ghilzye. You 
will effectually destroy all such guns as you cannot conveniently bring 
away. You will destroy tlie fort likewise, unless, at the time at which 
the operation shall be efiected, which is hereinbefore enjoined, Prince 
Timour, having remained hiithful to British interests, sliall jiossess a 
sufficient force to be reasonably expected to be able to maintain that fort, 
upon your giving it into* his charge. 

2. You will evacuate the city of Candahar, giving that too into the 
charge of Prince Timour under the circumstances above-mentioned : you 
will otherwise ruin its defences before you evacuate it. 

3. You will then proceed to take up a position at Quetta, until the 
season may enable you to retire upon Sukkur. 

4. The object of the above-directed measures is, to withdraw all our 
forces to Sukkur at the earliest period at wliich the season and other 
circumstances may permit you to take up a new pi||ttf;ion there. The 
manner of effecting this, now necessary, object is liwever left to your 
discretion. 

5. You will understand that, in the event of Prince Timour having 
continued faithful, it is the desire of the Governor-General to afford him 
the means of preserving, by his own native troops, or any other troops 
in his pay, the city of Candahar, and the fort of Kelat-i-Ghilzye ; but no 
British guns must be left wliich you can carry away ; and no British 
officer must remain in his service, retaining his commission in the British 
army. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Maodook. 
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No. 260. — The Governor-Geiural of India to ^General Sir 
« Jasper Nicolls. 

Benares, April 19, 1842. 

General, — T he fall of the citadel of Ghnznee liad removed the prin- 
cipal object for which it was expedient to retain the force under Major- 
General Nott, in its advanced position at Cnndahar. 

2. The severe check experienced by Brigadier England’s small corps 
on the 28th ultimo, — an event disastrous as it was unexjxjcted, — and of 
which we have not yet information to enable us to calculate all tlie 
results, — has a tcndeucy so to cripple the Ix^fore limited means of move- 
ment and of action which were possessed by Major-General Nott, as to 
render it expedient to take immediate measures for the ultimate safety of 
Uiat otlicer’s corps, by withdrawing it, at the earliest practicable period, 
from its advanced position, into nearer communication with India. 

3. Under this impression, 1 have thought it riglit to transmit the 
enclosed instructions to Major-General Nott. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenbokougii. 


No. 261. — The Goernwr-Ge?ieraI of India to General Sir Jasper 

Benares, April 19, 1842. 

General, — The intelligence just received of the successful entrance of 
Major-Geiieral l^olJock into tlie Khyber Pass, sui)]>orted by a large body 
of Sikh troops, and the more recent accounts from Jellalabad, seem to 
justify the (’xpcctation tliat, by this day% the junction of Major-General 
l\il]()ck with Major-CTcneral Sir Robert Sale wdll have been eifected, and 
their combined force be in sufficient strength, either to retain possession 
of tlie country near tlie Jellalabad during the hot season, or to return 
without material loss to tlie vicinity of Peshawur. 

2. The retention of the combined force in tlie vicinity of Jellalaliad, 
during the hot months, may be more conducive to the health of the troops 
than a retrograde march through the Khyber l^iss, and might have some 
material influence upon any negotiation which might be instituted for an 
ex(‘hangc of prisoners. 

6. On the other hand, it is obvious that the position of Major-General 
Pollock’s force at 4 )ue end of a long and difficult pass, with an enemy in 
its front, and an ally, not to be entirely depended upon, in its rear, is not 
one in which, having regard to military considerations alone, a general 
would readily place himself. 

4. It has been already intimated to your Excellenc}^ in the letter 
from the Governor-General in Council of the loth March, that, in the 
opinion of the Government, military considerations alone should hereafter 
direct the movements of the British armies in AfFghanistan. 

5. The only question, therefore, will be, in which position, will Major 
General 'Pollock’s force remain during the hot months with most security 
to itself, and with the least pressure upon the heMth of the troops, its 
nltirnatc retirement within the Indus being a jioiiit determined upon, 
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because the reasaus for our first crossing the Indus have ceased to 
exist. ^ 

6. Your Excellency is so much nearer the scene of action in Upper 
Affghanistan than I am, or can soon be ; and you are, moreover, other- 
wise so much more qualified to fonn a correct opinion upon this subject 
than I am, that I feel I do best by leaving it in your Excellency’s hands, 
and by requesting you to issue any instructions beyond those he already 
lias, which your Excellency may think necessary for the guidance of 
Major-General Pollock. 

7. I have forwarded to the* Major-General a copy of this letter. 

I have, &c., 

Ellekuorougii. 


No. 262. — The Goccmor-Gnieral of India to Genei^al Sir 
Jasper Nicolls, 

Benares^ April 19, 1842. 

Genera^ — I n my letters of this day’s date, 1 liave (communicated to 
your Ex(*.ell(mcy the instructions 1 Jiave d(‘emed it right to send at once 
to Major-General Nott, and liave retpiested your Excellency to scaid tlie 
further instructions wliicli you may deem iieeessary to Maior-Goneral 
Pollock. 

2. The object of tlie inskuctioiis which will thus be given to those 
officMirs is to bring their respective corps into easy and certain communi- 
cation with India. 

3. What ulterior destination may be given to tliose eorps, wb(‘n tliat of 
Major-General Nott, liaviiig drawn ofi tlie garrison of Kelat-i-Ghilzie, shall 
be concentrated ultimately in tlw, vicinity of Sukkiir, and that of Major- 
General Pollock, having drawn off the garrison of Jellalabad, shall he again 
on this side of the Khyber Pass, is a matter of the most serious consider- 
ation, and one upon which I am most anxious to have the opi)()rtunity of 
conferring personally with your Excellency, or with some oliicer in your 
confidence, whom you may depute to me for that pur],)ose. 

4. If new aggressive movements upon Affghanistan should be deemed 
to be necessary, it will be for our consideration, wiietlier it may not he 
possible to select a new line of operations heading directly upon Ghnznee, 
which may enable us to concentrate our forces, and to hold tlujm in more 
immediate and secure communication with India, • 

6. It will, however, likewise* be for consideration, whether our troops, 
having been redeemed from the state of p(Til in whi(*h they have bi'cii 
placed in Affghanistan, and, it may still be hoped, not without the inflic- 
tion of some severe blow upon the Atfghan army, it would be justifiable 
again to push them for no otlier olyect than that of revenging our losses, 
and ol re-establishing, in all its original brilliancy, our military character. 

6. Whatever may be the course upon whicli we may ultimately de- 
cide, it will be my anxious desire to carry with us the Sikh Government : 
the cordial aid of thaf. Government will still be reciuircd, should we deter- 
mine upon the adoption of a new central line of opt^rations ; and its cor- 
<litil concurrence will likewise I>e n^cpiired to (uiable us to terminate with 
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propriety and <llgiiity the military measures in whick we have been in- 
volved by the Tripartite ^JVeat 5 ^ 

7. With a view to secure the tranquillity of India, while so large a 
portion of our f )rce is beyond the Indus, it appears to me that it would 
be advisable to form, at the earliest jieriod, an army of reserve, of at least 
15,000 men of all arms, perfectly e(]iiippcd for immediate service, in such 
a position as may make it at once an apparent support to the corps iu 
advance, and an object of apprehension to all who jiiay entertain designs 
of hostility against the British Govcrimieiit. 

8. It is impossible to doubt that, upon the first intelligence of the 
disasters exp{U‘leiie< (l in Caibool, the Home AiitiWrities will have taken 
measures for largely reiiiToiviiig us with British troops. 

9. I shall not fail to iiiqjrc^ss upon them the expediency of largely 
iiiereasing flio ])ro})()rtioii wiiicii Brilish troops have of late years borne 
to tlie total numl)ers of the many in India, and of adopting other 
measure's for ineix asiiig the eiheiency of the native portion of our force. 

I have, 8tc., 

Ellexbokough, 


No. 2()3 . — 77/(’ Cownior-Gcm'ral of T)uUo io the ^vervt Committee, 

Allahalml^ No. 10, May 17, 184*2. 

IIoxouKABLi: Sirs, — ]Major-General Pollock ])r()seeiited his march 
upon Jellalabad, without further o])positio« than that he had encountered 
ill tlic Khyber Jhiss, and arrivcal tliere on the IGtli ultimo. 

On the 2()th, tlic Major-(*eneraI detaclscd a for(‘e to meet Colonel 
Bolton's brigade, whieli liad n'ached Peshav/ur on the 2Jst ; and the two 
formed their junction, and marched together to Jellalabad, without 
encountering an enemy. 

At Jellalabad, the united force was on half rations. Grain was coming 
ill, and by the last accounts more rajiidly ; ])ut the force had no sufficient 
means of movi'inent, and seemed to b<‘ unabhi to procure aii}^ ; otherwise, 
the discouragement v/as such amongst the enemy, and the confusion such, 
coiiseqiK'iit iijmii the decease of 81iali Sliooja, that the march of the force 
upon Cabool, had it been eipiipjKKl with tlie iiK'ans of movement, and 
well supjilied, would have been at the inoiiieiit a march probably 
unopposed. 

Apprehending that negotiations woidd be ojiened for tlie ndeasc of tlie 
]>risonors now in the hands of the Afighans, I had, on the 25tli of April, 
informed Major-General Polh>ck that tlie British Government would not 
ransom prisoners ; but that if all our prisoners were surrendered, wo 
v/oiild surrender all without any reservation ; bnt that if a partial 
exchange only Avere agreed upon, Dost Mahomed could not be given uj). 

As soon as I had reason to believe that Shah Sliooja was actually dead, 

I addressed a letter to Major-GencTal Pollock, dated the 28th of April, 
informing him that, in the presi'iit divided state of Affghanistan, the Bri- 
lish Government could not prudently recognize any successor to the 
throne, although it was desirous of seeing established in Afighanistan a 
national Government, approved by the people, with Avhicli it could main- 
I’dn relations of amity. I likewise informed Mcjor-Gciioral Pollock that 
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because the reasons for our first crossing the Indus have ceased to 
•exist. * 

6. Your Excellency is so much nearer the scene of action in Upper 
Affghanistan than I am, or can soon be ; and you are, moreover, other- 
wise so much more qualified to form a correct opinion upon this subject 
than I am, that 1 feel I do best by leaving it in your Excellency’s hands, 
<arid by requesting you to issue any instructions beyond those he already 
has, which your Excellency may think necessary for the guidance of 
Major-General Pollock. 

7- I have forwarded to the* Major-General a copy of this letter. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenik>uoug n. 


No. 262, — The Goccnior-GeHeral of India to General Sir 
J US' per Ni colls, 

Benares^ April 19 , 184 * 2 . 

CrENERAi., — III iiiy letters of this day’s date, 1 have eommuiiicated to 
your Excellency the instructions I have deemed it right to send at once 
to Major-General Nott, and have requested your Excellency to avml the 
further instructions which you may deem noeessary to Major-General 
Pollock. 

2. The object of the instructions wliicli will thus be given to those 
officers is to bring their respective corps into easy and certain communi- 
cation with India. 

3. What ulterior destination may be given to those corps, wlien that of 
Major-General Nott, having drawn off tlie gamson of Kelat-i-Gliil/ae, shall 
be concentrated ultimately in the vicinity of Sukkur, and that of Major- 
General Pollock, having drawn off the garrison of Jellalabad, shall be again 
on this side of the Khyber Pass, is a matUT of the most serious consider- 
ation, and one upon which 1 am most anxious to have the opportunity of 
conferring personally with your Excelh'inw, or with somti officer in your 
confidence, whom you may depute to me for that purpose. 

4. If new aggressive movements upon Affghanistan sliould be deemed 
to be necessary, it will be for our consideration, whetlicr it may not Ik; 
possible to selex^t a new line of operations loading directly upon Ghiiznee, 
which may enable us to concentrate our forces, and to liold them in more 
immediate and secure communication with India. * 

■5. It will, however, likewise be for consideration, whether our troo})s, 
having been redeemed from tlie state of peril in which they have been 
placed in Affghanistan, and, it may still be hoped, not witliout tlie inflic- 
tion of some severe blow upon the Afighan army, it would be justifiable 
•again to push them for no otlier object than that of revenging our losses, 
and of re-establishing, in all its original brilliancy, our military character. 

6. Whatever may be the coursci upon whicli we may ultimately de- 
cide, it will be my anxious desire to carry witli us the Sikh Government : 
the cordial aid of tliaf. Government will still be required, should we deter- 
mine upon the adoption of a new central line of operations ; and its (cor- 
dial concurrence will likewise l>e required to enable us to terminate with 
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propriety and dignity tlie military measures in whieU we have been in- 
volved by the Tripartite Treaty. 

7. With a view to secuire the tranquillity of India, while so large a 
portion of our force is beyond the Indus, it appears to me that it would 
bo advisable to form, at tlie earliest period, an army of reserve^ of at least 
] 5,000 men of all arms, ]>eiToctly equipped for immediate service, in sncIi 
n position as may make it at once an apparent support to the corps iu 
advance, and an objc'ct of apprehension to all who may entertain designs 
of liosiility against tlie British Government. 

8. It is impossible to doubt that, upon the first intelligence of the 
disasters experienced in C'abool, the Home Autnirities will have taken 
measures for largt^ly reinforcing us w'iUi liritisli troops. 

9- I shall not l:iil to impress upon them the expediency of largely 
increasing tlic j)roporti()n wiiicli British tiMops have of late years borne 
to tiie total numbers of the arm}^ iu India, and of adopting other 
measuri's for hiercasing the (efficiency of the native ]>ortioii of our force. 

I have, tStc., 

EnLKxriououGU. 


No. 2f)3. — The Govrrnor-GeiU'vid of Lid la to ike ^Secret Committee, 

Allahahaih No. 10 , May J7, 1842. 

IIoxoi'iivuLK Srus, — Major-General Bullock prosecuted his march 
n]>on Jellalabad, without fiirtlicr opposition tlinn that he liad encountered 
in the Khyber I^tss, and arrived there on the Kith ultimo. 

On the 2()t]i, tlie Major-General detached a force to meet Colonel 
Bolton’s brigade, which had reached B«‘slia\vur on llic; 21st ; and the two 
formed their jiinetion, and marclied together to Jellalabad, without 
enc-ountc’ring an enemy. 

At Jellalabad, the unit<;(l force was on lialf rations. Grain was coming 
in, and by the last ac<;oujits more rapidly ; but the force had no sufiiciorit 
means of movement, and siicmed to be unable? to procure any ; otherwise, 
the discouragement vras sucii amongst tlie t‘nemY, and the confusion such, 
cons{?qnent upon tlie decease of Shah Shooja, tliat tlie march of the force 
upon Cabool, had it been e(jui}>pcd with the means of movement, and 
w(*il siqiplied, w^ould have been at the moment a march probably 
unopposed. 

A])pi\‘hetidiug that negotiations would be openinl for the release of the 
}iris()ncrs now iu the liaiids of the Afighans, I had, on the 25th of April, 
informed Major-General Bolhmk that tlm British Governimmt would not 
ransom prisoners ; but that il‘ all our prisontTs wore surrendered, wo 
woidd surrender all without any reservation : but that i^* a partial 
exchange only were agreed upon. Dost Maliomed could not be given up. 

As soon as 1 had reason to believe that Shah Sliooja was actually dead, 

I addressed a let ter to Major-General Bullock, dated the 28th of April, 
informing him tliat, iu the pix’seiit divided stale of Affghanistan, the J3ri- 
Bsh Government could not prudently recognize any successor to the 
throne, altliougli it w'as desirous of seeing establisii^d iu Affghanistan a 
aaiional Government, approved by the iieople, with which it could main- 
tain relations of amity. J likewise informed iMcjor-Gcneral Bollock that 
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lie might nogociat^ for an exchange of prisoners, witli a de facto Govern- 
ment. 

Your Coniniittce is already aware tliat, on the iillimo, I requested 
the Cominaiider-in-Cliicf to give any further instructions his Excellency 
might deem necessary to Major-fieneral Volloek. In the first instance, 
his Excellency iiifoniUHl nu‘, by a letter dated the 27t]i of April, that he 
had not ventured to giA C any such instructions. I'pon tlie rc'ceipt of this 
letter, I addressed to Major-General Pollock, on the 4th of May, a letter 
wherein I informed him, that iK'ither his advance through tin' Ivhyber, 
nor the victory of Sir Robert Sale, n(»r the d(‘aih of Siiah Shooja, had 
varied my views. Gn Hie i-ontrary, those events appi'annl to render his 
retirement more easy than it wcmld have been, lunl imporiaiit political 
considerations appeared to r(‘quire olhm* and ulterior o])eratlons. I 
expressed an opinion that his (h'ficimit means of moviam'nl amd provision 
would have already induced liim to withdraw within Ihe Khyher l^iss. 
I reminded the Major-General that no great object eoiild be aceoinjjlislu'd 
by an army deficient in tlie means of nunaamMit and supply : and 1 added, 
that I could cxperi(Miee no higher gratiheat ion tiiau that of hearing that, 
the health of his army having been presi'vved, it was in a s(‘Ciire ])osition, 
having certain eornmnnication with India. 

On the 29(h of April, ihe, (k)ivnmmd<‘r-in-(4def did address orders to 
Major-General Pollock, din'cting him to retin* at, once, and (mly allowing 
him, under certain and s[){‘cified circumstanees. to diday that movement. 

Upon the receipt of this (‘oinnmnieatioii J, on tlu* (>tli of May, ex])ress- 
ed my entire api»roval of it, but airaiii (‘antioned the Major-GeruTal not 
to endanger tlie liealth of his troops, vvliieh 1 f<*ared might la* seriously 
affected by the march u^toss the Punjab at this season, direc'ted by the 
Cominatider-iii-CIiiel' 

Anticipating tlie posslliillty lliat Major-Co'iK ral Pollock might have 
advanced upon (kibool, aft<*r rcPiev ing- J('llalabavl, 1 ha\e aln'ady. on tlie 
28th of A})ril, informed liini that tliat e\t‘nt would in no r(‘sp('et vary tlie 
view I previously took of tin* policy to lx* pnrsiuMl ; and that 1 adhered 
to the opinion tliat tin' only safe <*ourst* was that of wiilidrawdng army 
under his command, at the earliest jiraelieable \>t*riod, into positiims 
within the KIivIkt l^iss, where it might poss<‘ss easy and certain commu- 
nication with India. 

I authorised the Major-General to place tlie vSikhs in possc'ssion of 
Jellalabad, if he sliould ree('ive instructions to that elli'ct from Mr. ('lei‘k. 
I had understood that the Sikhs were d(‘sirous ul‘ possi*ssiiig tliat ])lace, 
with a view to the iiroter'tion of the tiTritories on the left bank ot* the 
Cabool river, which they coveted for tla‘inselv(*s, and whi<*h, undei* 
present circumstances, T see no reason for withholding from them ; on 
the contrary, I considered that if tile Jumnioo Rajahs could he induced 
to give up their sclieines of comjuests beyond the llimalaya, and be (*oii- 
terit to extend themselves in the territory on the 1(41 bank of the Cabool 
river, our int(^r(\sts w^ould lx* promott'd. 

The unfortunate repulse of Major-(ien(*ral England in the Peshc'cn 
valley had not the fatal consequen(*(‘s I was hxl to anticipate, wdieii the 
last overland mail was dispatirhed. H(‘ was enabled to rctr(^at upon 
Quetta, on the 1st of April, witlxxil furth(*r loss ; and he was scxni aftia* 
joined there by the remaining portion of his forei^, which ('Ifccted its 
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jvassagc tlirougli ilie Eolaii Pass without any cliflicnlty. He had then 
men at Qjietta, and Ixigan to fortify his |)osjfioi». 

I instructed Major-General Nott to witlidraw the garrison of Kelat-i- 
Gliilzye, and to retire to Quetta on liis route to Sukkur, under the 
inniression that Brigadier England’s force might almost be considered as 
lost, and that the brigade advancing through tin* Bolan Pass would be 
seriously opposetl : tlie more favourable state of tilings has not induced 
me to vary tiie order given for his retirement, which the season will not 
permit him to carry inl.o cH’ect before October 

Major-General Nott has directed Brigadier England to move on the 
Kojuciv Ihiss with 2,o0l) : and Ik^ was to send a brigade* to meet him. I 
apprehend, that about the lOth of this month, Brigadier England's force 
of l?,o()0 men, together with tin* force sent to jue(*t him, having passed 
tin* Kojnek, will have reach(‘(l Gandaliar. 

Major-General Nott will tlaai ]iav< under his orders above the passes a 
fon^e of mure than 1 d,()00 men. lie will be eiiabl(*d to feed that forci* ; 
but not, I. ap[>r(‘lnMi(l, to jirovide any considerabh* nuuins of movement ; 
aad Ills eommmiicativiiis a(‘ross tin* K()‘jU(!k j^iss, and through the Bolaii 
Pass, will b(* uncertain. In I'aet, military communieation there is none 
hclweMi ( 'ainiahar and thi’ foot of tin* pas.s, for that cannot b(* called 
jnilitar) cinninunicat.ion upon Vvhich an army <*an d(-*]>eiKl, which can only 
hi' o^n aed from time in tim* ay Hn- inoveinent of strong; bodies of troops. 

r>)iii'r tIi'"'* a’r(•nlu^tanev. i adin're to the oi*d(*rs already given to 
d ijur-tiein't'a.: Van to withdraw the garrison ii '• Kelat-i-Gliilzyc and 
;i jire njxm Snl.is - .r 

I hav(', ikv... 

Ellkxborough, 


Sir. — 77^' CJi^vvnt.in'-Oihrnd of Jmiiit to Me >SVr/r/ Committee, 

Allalidluaf No. 14, il/n// 17, 1842. 

( Pxtraet.) — In contiunation of in\ dr.Npateh of the 23rd ultimo, 
^o, I have, now the hoimr of rojMU-ting sm-ii further particulars relative 
lo tlie* otieration," to I he westward of the Jjidus, and of atlairs in Atlghan- 
i''l.i,n generally as are* not contained in my scjiarate despatch of this date, 
.\m. 10. 

1. In my lei ter abo^(‘ referred to, I informed your Honorable Com- 
init u e that Major-(feiu*ra,l Pol kxtk’s force had reached Dhaka, and that 
no further serious t>p]K>sjtion to its advance to Jellalabad was appre- 
heinled. On tlie, lOtli of April, the Major-General reached Gurdee with 
part of ills force, tin* narrowness of tlu^ pass, and necessary care of the 
l>aggag(*, rend(*ring it imj)ra<*tieable for tin* whole to move in one body. 
On ills arrival at (inrdc'c he met v. iih <''me slight opposition from Saadat 
Kluui, tlie opponent, of 'Poorabaz Khan, of lialjioora, a eliief who has 
sle;ulfastly adhered to Brilisli interests, and rendered inij)ortant service 
by eonvi'ving money to tlie garrison ot‘ .lellalabad at tin*; time of its 
greatest exigency. "flie Maj or- (. general had made arrangements for 
atiacking the fort, but yaadal Khnii tied, wil.liout, awaiting the artack, 
and Toorabaz Khan was re-estabiished in Iiis jirineijuility of Lalpoora, 
and tin* General [uvpared for moving forward in xt day towards Jclialaliad. 

>J V 2 



3. On tlie 16tli of April, Mnjor-General Pollock reported liis arrival 
at Jellalabad, and expressed ids gratification at finding the garrison in so 
healthy a state, and observed that he had been innch struck by the 
strength of the works which had been erected by the indefatigable exer- 
tions of the garrison. 

4. 1 forward as a number in the packet, copy of a Notification which 
I caused to be published, on the receipt of iMa jor-Gencral Pollock’s letter, 
annouiieiiig his arrival at Jellalabad. I luive ad(liTss(*d a s(*parate letter 
to the Honorable the Court of Directors, dated 30th ultimo, on ihe 
subject of the honorary rewards and distinetions i)ropos(‘(l to be eonferred 
on the officers and UK‘n who composed flic garrison of .Jellalabad, and 
'were present under Sir Robert Sale, at the aetion of the 7t!i April. 

5. I have authorized Major-General Pollock to entertain an office 
establisliment, at an exjUMise of 17.) rupees per mensem. 

(>. Major-General J'olloek, in Ids letter, dated JvSj.li ultimo, forward(‘d 
a copy of Ca})tain jMaekesou’s report of tli(‘ mgotiations widcli lind for a 
considerable tiiue been going on with the iNlaliks of llu^ Kliyber, and 
which appeareel to have Ofased t lie day Ixfore lh(‘ pass was forced; but 
after this success, tlie Maliks again made their ap{)eararic(!, wdtli friendly 
professions. Tlie Major-General remarked on the lit lit* dc'pendenee to ])e 
placed on any agreement witli the KhYl)er Bialiks for kt'cping open the 
pass, as any reverse on our side, or even the whim or capri(‘e of a ehiif, 
might close it in twenty-four hours, if we Jiad no other security but their 
iorbearanee to rely uj)on. 

7. The Sikhs at the time held the pass as far as Ali Musjid, which 
W‘as occupied by irregidars in our service. According to the agreement 
made with Rajah Golab J*dn(jr, the Sikhs v/(Te to hold the pass as far as 
Ali Musjid, until the .!)th of Jum* ; and the CJeneral adverted to the 
hazard of its falling into tlie hands of the eiieniy, if troojis be not then 
sent to occupy it, and observ ed, tliat if that garrison wnTe tlie oidy post 
in the pass to be oe.euiiied liy our troo])s, tiny wonld be imwilling to 
remain, without fre([iient relicds, in so isolated a ]>osition, surrounded 
by an enemy ; but lie euiisideivd its oeeiuiation by our owui tr(>o]»s to be 
absolutely necessary, if we are to depend on it in tlui tinu* of lU'cd, and 
pointed out the great importanee of its possession to a retiring army. 

8. - Mr. Clerk’s dispatch of the 27tli ultimo contains co])i(‘S of liirtln'r 
coiTespondcnce, on the subject of r(‘taiiiing a gaiTison of RritisU troops 
in Ali Musjid. 

' Major-General brought to my notice' the inefficiency of the 

arrangciV , . " Rie moveuKuit of an army, occasioned hy the existing 

mode of enga^ -ainels, and the fact of no grass-cutters having been 
sent witli Her Majcr ' 3rd Dragoons. 

10. 1 have caused a ‘ ’'"t o to (k- ujide to the Comma, nder-in-Chief, 

on the circumstance of lb* isty’s Jrd .Dragoons liaving been s(uit on 
foreign service without grass-cut t(‘rs to procure forage for the horses ; 
and I have directed Major-General Pollock to purchase such number of 
camels as he may deem necessary for the service of his army, and recom- 
mended that the drivers of such camels should be regularly enlisted into 
the service of Governlneiit, so that they might be retained in the perform- 
ance of the duty they engage* to execute by martial law ; and if lie 
should deem it ex])(‘dipnt to form a c{.>rps of camel drivers under 
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European officers, I have authorised him so to d» ; and in shorty 
to adopt any measure which might seem to Iiiin to be best calculated to 
ensure, for the use of the army under his corninand, the services of a 
suffi(;ieiit number of carriage-cattle. 

11. From a subsequent coinmiinicalion, it appears tliat partial 
arraiigerneiits had been made for suj^jjtying the horses of the 3rd Dra- 
goons witli forage, but General Pollock expressed liis anxiety to haye 
grass-cutters from the provinces, as he would, in that case, be more at 
ease as to the efficiency of tlie 3rd Dragoons ; wlio, when an advam^e 
should be made, would probably have to pla^ conspicuous part, though 
at that time lie beli(?ved that there was not aToul to oppose them between 
J(?llalaba(l and Cabool. 

12. In his dispatch of the 29th, Major-General Pollock recommend- 
ed several measures for supplying the requisite means of carriage for 
Lis army, in the event of his advancing on Cabool. But, as your Ho- 
norable Committee will perceive, bis recommendations on this important 
subject had boon anticijiated by llio full j.ower with which I invested liiui 
in my dispatch of the 4th instant. 

13. In his letter of the 24th ultimo, Major-General Pollock submit- 
ted a copy of a letter wliich he had addressed to Mr. Clerk, pointing out 
the injurious bmdeiicy of tlu^ Sikh troops advancing to Dhaka and then 
withdrawing at the exjnration of tw'o months ; and in Mr. Clerk's dis- 
patch of the 30th ultimo, will be found copy of the reply which he 
addressed to tlie Major-General on tlie subject. 

14. I referred General Pollock to the letter addressed to him by Mr, 
Clerk, inforiniiig him tliat on tlie 23rd of April, he had cautioned Cap- 
tain Lawrence against tlie advanc(‘ of Sikli troo])s to Jellalabad, and that 
in communicating wit.li the Sikh (lovernment, he had jirovided that none 
should advance without the Major-Gcnerars permission. 

Id. 1 c.oiKdiuled tliendbrc that Cajitaiii LawTcncc being thus 
instructed and iub^riued liy Mr. CLtL, w^ould, on General Pollock's re- 
|ires(mtation, s#arrang(^, that no movement in advance by tlie Sikhs 
would take place without his ajiproval. 

Hi. 1 at the same time caused it to be intimated to Major-General 
Pollock that 1 w’as apprelicnsive that it would be found productive of 
Jmi(4i embarrassment, if the army under his commaiHl, and that of the 
i^ikjis, w^ere in force upon the same road, and suggested that it might be 
d(‘S! rable, in the e^eut of any Sikh troops liaviiig advane.ed through the 
]>ass, lo endeavour to induce tlie Sikh generals to cross the Cabool river, 
if fordable, and to take up their quarters altogether on the left bank. 

17. 1 forward copies of Mr. Clerk's dispatches respecting the co- 
o])eration of the Siklis, and the liest means of keeping open the Khyber 
Pass. 

18. On the 3rd instant 1 referred Mr. Clerk to the notification which 
I had prefixed to General Pollock’s despatch, announcing the passage of 
the Kliybcr, published on the IPth ultimo, and which I conclude he had 
communicated to Maharajah Shore Sing, as containing jny. recognition 
of the good service performed by tJie Sikh troops in the Khyber, and 
intimating my intention of congratulating the Maliarajah. This intima- 
tion w^as deemed sufficient to enable Mr. Clerk to communicate my senti- 
laciits to His Highness. 
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1 9 . Ill the cvf nt of liis not having done so, I desired that lie would 
make that cornnuiuication through the minister, llajah Dliyan Sing, and 
be careful to inform him that I had ])ublicly expressed my sense of the 
good service rendered by the Sikh troops, and of tlie military distinction 
acquired by them immediately on receipt of Major-General Pollock’s 
despatth, conveying an account of the operations in the Khyber Pass. 

20. Anticipating that the Sikli Government may prefer some efaim 
to pecuniary compensation, in consequence of the charge incurred in 
sending troojis to tlui sujiport of Major-General Pollock’s movement 
through the Khyber Pass, 1 have called on Mr. Clerk for a report on the 
pecuniary transactions, as •ley now stand, between the two States, with 
reference especially to the oldigations of the loth Article of the 
Trijiartlte Ti'caty ; and I have stated my opinion, that all sums actually 
received b}’ the IJritish Government from the Ameers of Sinde, under 
the Ibth Article of that treaty, on account of the Lahore State, couhl 
only he considered as being held in deposit for tlie Maharajah ; and J 
desired to be infoi’ined how tlie account of receipts and payments under 
that head now stands. 

21. It will b(i se(Mi from the demi-olllcial letters inclosed in Mr. 
Clerk’s despatch of thi' 4th instant, that the ]m)spect of obtaining grain 
at JellaJahad has iniK'li ini])rovefl. I>y the same, it aj)])ears that Colonel 
Bollon's (ictachincnt had, on tlie 28th ^\pril, met (’oloiiel Monteath’s Bri- 
gade at Lnndikliaiia. 

22. Vour Honorable eVnmnittee will find co])ies of a correspondenc(^ 
which had passed ])etwefc'n SIkiIi Shooja and Captain Maegregor, on which 
it would be needless to oHcr any remark. 

23. On tlie 13tli Aiiril, General Pollo(‘k reported that a rumour ob- 
tained in that quarter, that Shah Shooja had been murdered. On the 
loth idem, Mr. Chirk forwarded a translation of letters of intelligence, 
describing the particulars of that atrocity. From these accounts it 
appears that Ilis Majesty was suspected of a favorable disposition towards 
the English ; and having, when charged witli it, fully a.vo|pid the fact, he 
was inveigled out of the Bala Hissar, when he was bred at by four Baruk- 
zyes, employed by a son of Mahomed Zeniaii Khan, who, finding the Sliah 
still alive, went up to him, and dis]>atched him dead with a pistol. 

24. Subseipient information has confinm^d the report, of the Shah’s 
murder, and the elevation to the throne of Prince Fiitteh Jung, who has 
o])cned a communication witli Major-General Pollock, and professes a 
strong inclination to co-operate with our Government. For particulars 
of the state of parties and aliairs at Cabool, I beg to refer your Honorable 
Committee to the letters from Mohun Ball to Captain Maegregor, inclos- 
ed in General Pollock’s dls}>atch of the 30th ultimo. 

25. Prince Timoiir, the eldest sen of Shah Shooja, was in Candahar 
when his father the Shah was killed ; but 1 am not informed whether lie 
has taken measures consetpient iqion that mamt. 

26. It will be seen from the letter to Major-General Pollock, reported 
in my separate letttu* of this date, No. 10, iiiat 1 liavi^ instructed him not 
to commit his Government to the recognition of any of the competitors 
to the throne of Cabool. 

27. On the 24th ultimo, Major-General Pollock forwarded authentic 
copies of the several letters addrt'sscd in December and January last, by 
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Captain Lawroncc and Major Pottinger to Captain TMacgregor, with 
reference to the Treaty entered into at Cabool, for securing the retreat of 
tlie army, to tliat retreat, and to the subsequent disaster. I directed 
copies of these documents to be S(mt to the President in Council, with a 
request that they, as well as all other documents relating to the conduct 
of the military and ])olitical authorities at Cabool, during the last thr(‘(^ 
months of 1841 and in January 1812, might be pla(!(;d in the hands of 
some p(»rfectly impartial person, for the purpose oi‘ S(^])arating as far as 
possible, sucli docnnieiilary evidence as tliey contain, n'hiting to the ini- 
litary odicca’s, from such as relates to the ])olitieaI agents, and submitting 
a re[>ori, upon wliich may be toimded any eharges to l)e pnderred against 
the banner, before a court-martial, and against the latter, to a court of 
inquiry, in i)ursnance of the determination (contained in the iiotitieation 
of the 4tli April, which accoinj)ani(Hl the dis])ateli anuouncing the sur- 
render of Ghnznee. 

28. Considering Mr. Camta’oii, tlio law commissioner, to be best qua- 
lified for this otlice, I liave suggested that lie be recjiiested to undertake 
it, and tlie mcanorandum found among Major-(uMieral Elpliinstone’s 
j)a]K*rs inclosed in CeiKU’al Pollock’s dis])ateh of th(‘ dOth ultimo, as well 
as all other documents bearing on tlie snljeet, will be sent to tlie Presi- 
dency for the pur])()sc; of Ixaiig analyzed as above indicated. 

29. Tlie best means of efiecting the liberation of tlie prisoners now 
in the bands of tin? Atfglulns, lias occn])i(^d my anxious consideration, and 
1 })(‘g to refer you to the bdtta* I caused to be addresstxl to General Pol- 
lock, on the 2oth ultimo, for a. full ex]»osition of my views on that subject. 

1)0. On tlie Itli instant, Mr. Clerk forwardiul copies of d(*mi-otiieia1 
letters from General Pollock and Sir R. Shakespear of the 26th April. 
I'rom these it appears that Captain Colin Mackenzie, one (4‘ the prisoners 
had arrived at Jellalabad, on his }>arole, on tlie evening of the 2oth, 
with proposals from Mahomed Ak])ar Khan, ri'Iath e to the release of the 
]>risoners. In eonseipienee, I ajiprelicnd ot* tlie misearriage of another 
letter from the Major-General, 1 am still uninformed of the preeisi; nature 
of tlieso proposals, thougli one of tJuan would appear to have bemi a 
demand for the release of Dost Mahomed Khan. It is stated that Major- 
(ioneral Eljiliinstone died on the 23rd, and that his body was to be sent 
iut(? eainp by order of Mahomed Akbar Khan. 

31. In a dis])ateli dated 3()tli ultimo, Major-General Pollock submit- 
ted copy of a letter to his address from Major Pottinger, dated Castle 
of .Vfzul Khan, Tezeeii,” 26th April, stating that Mahomed Akbar had 
tlie ])receding day sent to Jellalabad the body of tlie late Major-General 
Elphinstone, tliat it was intercepted by a party of Ghilzyes under the 
supposition that the prince in Cabool had sent it, when the party convey- 
ing it, were made prisoners, and the European servant who aceoirqianied 
it, was wounded. The Sirdar is said to have been nmcdi grieved at this 
oecurreiiee, and liad dispatched a party with private Moore, the General’s 
servant, to convey the corpse to Jellalabad, where it arrived on tho 
39th ultimo. 

32. On the 28th April, General Pollock reported that Captain 

Mac^kenzie would that evening return with his ri^ily to the message 
received from Major Pottinger. I have, &c., 

ELLr.XBOIlOUGII. 
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No. 2(y5*’--:^Geheral Sir Jasper Nicolls to the Governor^GeneraX 
of India m Council, 

Sirnlaj March 27, 1842. 

My Lori>, — I have the honor to transmit for your Lordsliip’s decision 
thereon, a letter addressed to tlie Secretary to Covernment, in the political 
department, by Major-General Pollock, soliciting authority to increase 
tiie irregular levy, now in ])ay at Pesbawur, from 400 infantry, its 
present strength, to 800, leaving the mounted portion of the levy 120 
men, as it hitherto has been, under the political agent. 

2. Tliere are several good reasons given by the Major-General for 
this increased expenditure, but I have always understood that General 
Avitahile’s new fort was to afford the recpiired prote(‘tion for baggage and 
stores left behind. If such slu^lter cannot be atlbrdcd, or is iiisuflicicnt, it 
is certainly better to increase tlie levy, than to leave a Lirgc detachment 
behind when every man is, or ma} b(^, so much required. 

8. Captain Mackeson j)roposes that the garrison of Ali Musjid should 
be exclusive of this corps ; perhaps it is th(*reby meant that they may be 
again placed in that fort, as General Pollock proceeds towards Jellalabad. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 

No. 2G6, — Mi\ Maddoch to Gntrral Sir .7. Nicolls, 

Fort William j April 8, 1842, 

Sib, — 1 have the Imnour, by direction of the Right Honorable the 
Govern or- General in Council, to acknowledge the receipt of your Excel- 
lency’s letter of the 27th ultimo, and in reply, to inform your Excellency, 
that the sanction of Government to the proi>osed measure of increasirig 
the irregular levy now in pay at Pesbawur, has been communicated to 
Major-General Pollock, 

I have, he., 

T. 11. Maddock. 


No. 2G7.— il//*. Maddoch, to Mr, Clerk. 

AUahahad, April 24, 1842. 

Srn, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
3 4th instant, and of its several iiiclosures. 

2. The Governor-General is of opinion, that 'the advance of the 
infantry of the 1st Reserve Rrigade, and of the whole of the 2nd Reserve 
Erigade, which last, it a})[)ears, may be expected to reach Peshawur by 
the 28th instant, will, after his recent - successes, and especially after the 
victory of Major-General 8ir Robert tSale of the 7th instant, place Major- 
General Pollock in a position of strength, whicli will enable him to hold 
the Khyber Pass, ev(‘ri tliough the whole Sikh army sliould retire from it. 

3. To hold the Khyber Pass, liowcver, with a British force of more 
than'l 0,000 men, including that under Sir Robert Sale, with the feeling 
that any material diminution of that force would embarrass the communi- 
cations of the army, can never bo an object of rational policy, unless 
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some most essential .objects were to be obtained beyofid the pass by so 
folding it, and the communication between the pass and the Sutlej could 
at all times be certainly maintained, without dependence upon the conti- 
nued friendship of a foreign State, or any material cost or difficulty. 

4. But these latter considerations are altogether unattainable ; and to 
hold the pass without having an army in tlie field beyond the pass, would 
be wholly unproductive of commensurate advantage, even if it could be 
certainly, easily, and cheaply effected. 

5. To regain concentrated positions for our armies, having easy and 
t-((’ciir(i communications with India, is the present object of the Govern- 
ment, and one not lightly to be changed. 

6. Tlie Governor-General, while he frankly acknowledges the valuabb 
aid, which, on the recent occasion, the British troops derived from tlios** 
of tlie Maharajah in the attack on the Khyber Pass, cannot but feel 1) ‘U 
n British army places itself in a false position when it depends upon anv 
force but its own, for tlie security of its communications ; and he wlb 
7 ^ot, willingly, continue a state of things whicli is neither, free from danger, 
nor consistent with the honor of the British arms. 

7. The Governor-General has attentively considered the suggestion 
<*ontaincd in your letter of the 14fch instant relative to the giving ov(t to 
die Sikhs of the fort of Jellalabad. Ilis lordship entertains great doubt 
wludher the Sikh Government, or the Juminoo llajahs, <‘Oiild be induced 
to accept the custody of that place. To occujiy it, would app!irontly 
place them in a false ])ositloii. Nevertheless, if it sliould be agreeable 
to the Siklis to receive that place into their hands, the Governor- 
General secs no objection to your opening a communication with them 
upon the subject. All that the Governor- Gen oral regards is the security 
of our communication with the troops, beyond the Upper Indus, and their 
withdrawal, at tlic earliest practicable period, from tlnar advanced posi- 
tions, in a state of continued efficiency, tindimiwislied by the climate, or 
by the encnij^ 

S. The first ])(>litical object is the conservation of military strength, 
by which all iiolitical objects may be attained, ami without whicli, none. 

1 liavc, &c., 

T. IL Maddock. 


No. 368, — Mv/jtrr-'Geneml Polhrk to Mr, Maddoch 

Camp^ Gurdee, near Lalpoora, April 13, 1842. 

Sm, — I have the honor to report, for the information of the Right 
Ilonourable the Governor-General of India in Council, that I arrived 
hcix3 on the lOth instant, with a part of the force under my command, as 
per margin*. The remainder, under General McCaskill, was one march 
behind, in consequence of the impracticability of moving so much baggage 
through so narrow a pass at one time. On my arrival at the ground, I 


* One troop Horse-artillery — two Six-pounders, one in e- pounder, and two 

l^lonntain Trains — Her Majesty’s .3rd Li^bt Orapoons — the Irregular Horse — Her 
^hijesty’s 9tb Foot — the 6tli, 33rd, and GOth Regiments of Native Infantry — Capt 
t erris’s Jezailchees. 


N N 
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found tlio men df Lalpoorali under Saadat Khan were firing upon om* 
people. I fired a few shells during the day at hodies of men near thi‘ 
banks of the river ; intelligence was received during the afternoon that 
Saadat Khan intended quitting tbe fort and town during the niglit, but at 
night it was understood that he would not go unless forced, whicli I accord- 
ingly intended sho\dd be effected without delay, and for this purpose, and 
to }>revent the risk of a failure I ordered a strong party as bolow^, under 
the command of Colonel Taylor, Her Majesty’s 9tli Foot, to move yester- 
day morning at 4 a.m. I also moved out three guns to the front of the 
Camp to divert the attention of the enemy, when the columns siiould 
advance, and the rear detachment mentioned in the margin was dir(Y‘ted 
to remain on tliis side of the river at the ford, about six miles from oiir 
camp. About half-past 7 a.m., I saw a party of the enemy proceeding 
towards the ford. Saadat Khan was supposed to be with this ])avty ; 
but, when tliey saw the strength of the force sent against them, the Cliic f 
returned with his horsemen, and I saw them move off, after which not a 
shot was fired, and in a short time a messenger from tlie opposite Kank of 
the river came to report that the whole of the (meiny had absconded. 

The ford w’as extremely difficult ; and, 1 regret to say, that two men 
of the 3rd Light Dragoons w{‘re drowned. The troops are now re-cro'^s- 
ing ; but having only one boat, the process is tedious and slow: if the 
whole recross to-night, I sJiall move forward to-morrow morning. Toora- 
baz Khan accompanied our party across the riv(T, and is now re-establish- 
ed ill his ehiefshij). 

2. I have the honor to inclose copies of a letter from Cajdain JMacke- 
son to me, and of two letters from C’apfain Maegregor. The di'atli of 
Shah Shooja must very materially allcef llie ulterior vi(*ws of (b)V(‘nmi(‘iit, 
and I beg that no time may be lost in sending me instructions for m\ 
guidance. 

3, 111 my letter of the Hih instant, .1 Jjavc stated my intcMition of mov- 
ing six companies of iSative Infantry, to garrison Ali Miisjid. * Tliis 
arrangement was subsequently chang<<l, and the present garrison 
consist of one company 6tli Native Infantry ; Cn|)tain Thomas, one ix^gi- 
nient, and the men wlio formerly formed the garrison, I hav€> sanctioned 
an increase to the latter to the strength of 600 men, and, 1 trust, Ihul in 
a short time I shall be able to man the fort entirely undcT their protet^- 
tion, supported as thc^y will be by their ))roximity to tlie Sikh army. 

I have, &(*., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 2G9. — lM/\ Maddocli to Major-General I*ollock, 

Allahctbad^ April 1842. 

Sm, — It is naturally a subject of anxious consideration in what man- 
uer it may Ik; most expedient to endeavour to effect the restoration to 
their country of the prisoners now in the hands of the AflTghans. 

* Two Horse Artillery guns — one squadron Her Majesty's 3rd Dragoons — ont 
Kissailah Irregular Ihirse — tv o ('tunpanies Her Maje^^ty's 9th Foot — one wing 'iOth 
Native Infantry — one wing 33rd Native Infantry — one wing fiOth Native Infantry. 
Rear Detachment : — two Horse-artillery guns — two squadrons Her Majesty ’.s 3rd 
Dragoons — one ving 2Cth Native Infantry. 



291 


2. The only safe and honourable course for a ^vor»ment to pursue, 
under such circumstances, is to effect tlie release m prisoners by a gene- 
ral exchange. 

3. The redemption of prisoners by the ])ayinent of a ransom, is a 
measure unknown to tlie modern practice of civilized nations, and which 
the Government of India cannot consent to revive. 

4. If the Affglians had any regular Government with which it was 
possible to treat for the general exchange of jirisoncTs, su(‘h a measure 
would be the most consonant to i)olic,y, and there would, on our part, be 
no reservation whatever of any prisoners in our hands. 

5. But it is appreliended tliat the British prisoners are rather to be 
cousidtjred as bidng in the power of individual chiefs, and so held for the 
])crsoiial benefit of such eliiefs in the matter of excliange or ransom, than 
as being the prisoners of any one chief, or of tlie State ; and it may be 
iinjjracticable to make their release the subject of a. general arrangement. 

(). If siicli should ]>e the ease, you are authorized to make such jiar- 
tial arrangements for the exchange of prisoners as you may deem most 
advisable, with this reservation, that the person of Dost Mahomed is not 
to be surrendered, in pursuance of any such partial arrangement, without 
the express iiuthority of the Governor-General j nor is any expectation 
to be licld Old, that it will be so surrendered. 

7. Your atfentioii will naturally be, in the first instance, directed to 
the release of the female prisoners ; the sympathies of all are engaged in 
da^ir fate ; nevertheless, the Governor-General fc'els it to be right to 
reniiiid you. that all British subjects have an equal claim upon the consi- 
t!(‘ration and jirotcctioii of the Government, and that it is as much the 
<liity of yourself, and of all tlie British authorities, to endeavour to effect 
(he leleaJHj of thi‘ last. JSejX)}^ as that of the first Eur()])ean, by all means 
tiui temding to establish an injurious precedent, and consistent with the 
honor of the British Government. 

8. You will take esjiecial care, in any arrangoinetd. you may make, 
thal you take full security for its due and faitliful execution in all its 
iiarts. 

1 have, &c., 

IT. T. Maddock. 

No. 270. — J//’. Afaddork to Altrjor-Gvnmd Pollock, 

Allahabad^ Aprils 28, 1S42. 

Sir, — The rejxirts of the death of Shah Slioqja are so long continuecl, 
and an;, upon the whole, so consistent, that the Governor-General cannot 
l>nt attach great weight to them. 

The death of the Shah is certainly an event not hitherto contemplated, 
and whicli may tend to create new embarrassments in the settlement of 
the affairs of Affghaiiistun. 

That country appears to be so divided, that, under present circum- 
staiKtes, it would be obviously impossible for the British Government to 
recognize any individual as tlie successor to the monarchy of Aff- 
glianistan. '=* 

In all measures which may hcreaftft* be adopt <'d for the settlement of 
d<a1 country, the Governor- General is most desirous of carrying with the 

N N 2 
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British Governimsnt the willing acquiescence of the Maharajah Shere 
Sing. ' 

At the present time, the only reply which can be prudently given to the 
application of any chief aspiring to the crown, for the recognition of the 
BritisJi Government is, that the British Government is sincerely desirous 
of seeing Aftglianistan permanently settled under a national Government 
approved by the people ; tliat such has always been its desire, however 
interested persons may have misrepresented, or others may have misunder- 
stood, our ^dews ; that we are anxious to bo enabled to establish relations 
of friendly intercourse with any such Government which may seem 
capable of maintaining them. 

I have, &c. 

T. H. Maddock, 


No. 271. — Mr, Maddorh to Major-General Pollock, 

Alluhabadi April 28, 1842. 

Sm, — Although by my dispatch of this date, yon will have received tlie 
instructions of the Governor-General to. withliold the recognition of the 
British Government from any competitor for the throne of Affghanistan 
(in tl)C event of the death of Shah Shooja), you will understand tliat that 
instruction does not prevent your treating with a de facto Government 
for the general exchange of ])risoners, if it should aj)pear that any such 
Government is capable of carrying any such exchange into eftect. 

I have, he. 

T. IJ. Maddock. 


No, 272. — Mr. JMuddisdi io Major-Gmeral Pollock. 

Allahabad^ April 28, 1842. 

Sm, — The aspect of affairs in Upper Affghanistan appears to be such, 
according to the last advices received by the Governor-General, tliat his 
Lordship cannot but contemplate the possibility of your having been led, 
by the absence of serious ojiposition on tlie part of any army in the field, 
by the divisions amongst the Atfghan chiefs, and by the natural desin' 
you must, in common with every true soldier, have of displaying again 
the British flag in triumjdi upon the scene of our lute disasters, to advance 
upon, and occupy the city of Cabool. 

If that event should have occurred, you will understand, that it will in 
no respect vary the view wdiich the Governor-General previously took of 
the policy now to be pursued. 

The Governor-General will adhere to the opinion, that the only safe 
course is, tliat of withdrawing the army under your command, at the* 
earliest practicable period, into positions within the Khyber Pass, where 
.it may possess easy and certain communications with India. 

In whatever measures you may adopt for the purpose of so executing 
the Governor-Generars intentions, ^bu will have especial regard to the, 
jireservation of the health of the troops, a subject of the deepest interest 
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to his Lordship, even if it were not so intimately conw«cted with the effi- 
cieiicy of your army. 

I have, &c., 

T. TI. Maddociv- 

No, 273. — ihTr. Maddock to Major Outran^ 

Allahabad^ April 28, 1842. 

Sir, — The recent events in the Khyber Pass, and at Jellalabad, 
having given apparently a new aspect to our affairs in tipper AlFghanistan, 
I am directed to inform you, that those events have in no respect changt^d 
the view before taken by the Governor-General of the policy to bo 
pursued with respect to the countries beyond the Indus. 

The Governor-General adlieres to the intention of withdrawing, at the 
earliest practicable period, the British forces now in Lower Affghanistan, 
into positions, in which they will possess the means of easy and certain 
communication with India. 

TJie Governor-General is in correspondence with the Commaiider-in- 
Ciiief, upon the subject of giving to the army, uiidc^r Major- General Nott, 
a large reinfor(*.enient in cavalry, as soon as tlie season will ]>ermit of its 
moving to the Indus, his Lordship’s intention being to render that army 
thoroughly efficient in all arms. 

Unless you should have received instructions of a different tenor from 
General Nott, you will, at the first eoiiveuient period, witlmut prtyudicc 
to your health, proceed to Quetta, or to such other i)oint as may enable 
you to give the greatest aid in facilitating the movements of llrigadier 
England and the Major-General. 

I have, 8ce., 

T. II. Maddock. 

No. 274. — Mr, Maddock to Mr, inihaujlda/, Seerdart/ to the 
Govennnait of Bomba t/, 

Allahabad, April 29, 1842. 

Sir, — I am directed by tlie Governor-General to inform you that his 
Lordship is of opinion, that it would be advisable tliat a general officer 
(irrferior only in rank to Major-General Nott) should be sent to take the 
command of the large body of troops of the Bomliay z^my now in Sinde 
and Affglianistan, and his Lordship requests that the Governor in Council 
will appoint such general officer, and direct him to proceed forthwith to 
assume the command of such troops. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Maddock. 


No. 27o. — Major-- General Pollock to Mr, Aladdock, 

Camp, Jellalabad, April 16, 1842- 

Sir,-— I have the honour to re])ort my arrival here this day, and I have 
heen much gratified at finding tlie garrison in so very healtfiy a state, and 
have been much struck by the strength of the works which have been 
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erected by the inde^iitigable exertions of the force under Major-General 
Sir Robert Sale. 

2. 1 trust, either to-raoiTow or the next day, to be able to submit, for 

the coii$ideration of tlie Governor-Genenil of India, Captain Mackeson’s 
report on the state of our negotiations with tlie Khyber tribes, and on 
which I shall have to make some remarks. I shall be under the necessity 
of sending a part of the force to meet and aid Lieutenant-Colonel Bolton 
in the protection of treasure, ammunition, ike., from Peshawur. 

1 have, &c., 

G. PoirLOCK. 

No. 276 . — General Orders hy the Governor- General of India* 

Head- Quarters^ Allahahad^ April 30, 1842. 

The Governor-General has received a report from Major-General 
Pollock, C.B., dated tlie Kith instant, announcing Ins arrival at Jellalabad. 

*The Major-General has thus carried into effect the orders of thci 
Government in a manner which entitles him to the highest approbation. 

Receiving the command of tlie army at Peshawur. under circunistanc'es 
of peculiar difiiculty, he has, in the midst of new and unforeseen eiid)ar- 
rassineiits and disappointments, preserved a linn mind, and, justly relyijjg 
upon his own judgment, he has at last, witli ecpial discretion and decision, 
accomplished the object he was directed to cfiect. 

The Governor-General requests JMajor- General Pollock to accept his 
acknowledgments of the good service lie has thus rendered to the 
Government of India, and begs lie will communicate to the gallant officers 
and troops under his coinmaud, tlie entire satisfaction with which their 
conduct lias been regarded on this occasion. 

The Governor-General has already, in communicating the despatch 
from Major-General {Sir Robert Sale, K.C.B., dated the 7th instant, 
expressed his high sense of tlie services of that ofHccr, and of the garri- 
son of Jellalabad, terminating on that day by a decisive victory, which 
would have left nothing to desire had Colonel Dermie survived to 
enjoy it. 

The garrison of Jellalabad having on that day achieved its safety by its 
own prowess, and being now re-united to the army by the movements of 
the force under the command of Major-General Pollock, C.B., it remains 
only for the Governor-General to testify his opinion of the just claims of 
that garrison to the gratitude of the Government and of their country. 

The Governor-General is pleased to direct that the second company of 
the sixth battalion of Artillery shall bear upon its appointments, and the 
5th Regiment of Light Cavalry upon its standards and ajipoiiitmerits, 
and the 3oth Regiment of JSative Infantry upon its colours and appoint- 
ments, a mural crown superscribed “ Jellalabad,” as a memorial of the 
fortitude, perseverance, and enterprise evinced by those several corps 
during the blockade of Jellalabad. 

The Governor- General is likewise pleased, in conformity with the 
recommendation of liis Excellency the Commarider-in-Chief^ to direct 
that in order to giv^e additional and lasting honours to tlie 35th Native 
InfuuL’y, whilst it beuehts the service generally, that corps shall hereafter 



295 


Ikj made a light infantry regiment, the duties of wWch it is already so 
well acquainted with, and hsis performed with so much zeal and spirit/' 

The tiovernor-Gcneral is farther pleased to direct that a silver medal 
be made for every othcer, nou-coiumissioned otficer, and private, Euro- 
pean and Native, who belonged to the garrison of Jellalabad on the 7th 
of April 1842, such medals to be all similar, and to bear on one side a 
mural crown superscribed “Jellalabad," and on the other side the words 
“ April 7th 18 . 

The Government of India will present such medal to every officer, 
non-commissioiu^d officer, and private, European and Native, belonging 
to their service, and will reejnest the Homo Authorities to lay before Her 
Majesty their most humble prayer that Her Majesty will be graciously 
pleased to permit the Major-General commanding, and the officers, non- 
commissioned officers, and privates in Her Majesty’s service, who formed 
part of the garrison of Jellalabad, to receive and wear a medal similar to 
that which will be so presented to their brotliers in arms. 

The Governor-General, taking into consideration the many great priva- 
tions to which tlie troops composing the garrison of Jellalabad were ex- 
posed during the blockade of that place, and the noble fortitude with 
which all such jn’ivations were borne, as well as the various loss(\s the 
troops sustained, is pleased to direct that a donation of six months’ batta 
be made to all the officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, 
European and Native, who coini>osed the garrison of Jellalabad on the 
7th of April, 1812. 

The Governor- General will rc(jiiest his Excellency the Coinmander-in- 
Cliief of the army to give instructions in due time that the several corps 
composing the gaiTisoii of Jellalabad may, on their return to India, be 
H'ceived at all tiie stations on their route to their cantonments, by all the 
troo])s at such stations, in review order, with presented arms. 

ily order of the lliglit llonourable tlie Governor- General of India, 

T. 11. Majddock. 


No. 277. — JMajor-Cmvnd Pollock fo Mr, Maddoclu 

Camp^ Jellalabad^ April 18, 1842, 

Sill, — I have tlie honour to forward Captain Mackesoii’s report of 
JKigoliations which have for a considerable time been going on with the 
Maliks of the Khy])er, and whicJi, to all ap|K;arance, had ceased the day 
before I forced the Pass. When the troops had, contrary to expectation, 
succeeded, the Maliks again joined us, and I have no doubt that, throug’i 
Captain Mackeson’s exertions, the Pass will be opened on much the same 
terms that have been had recourse to hitherto, and which altliough good 
as long as they last, I can never depend upon, as any reverse on our side, 
or even the whim or caprice of a chief, might close the Pass in twenty - 
four hours. 

The Sikhs at present occupy the Pass as far as All Musjid, and the 
fortress is occupied by irregulars. By the agreement entered into with 
Hajah Goolaub Sing, the Sikhs were to hold the Past^j as far as Ali Musjid 
till the oth of June. If they then quit it, and troops of our own are not 
sent to occupy it, I fear Ali Musjid must fall into the hands of the 
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enemy, sup|)os?ing «our negotiations to fail^ I hope the strength of the 
garrison will be increased by recruits for the irregulars, but whatever 
tlieir strength, if they are the only troops of ours in the Pass, they will 
scarcely be persuaded to remain in so isolated a situation, and surrounded 
by an enemy. 

The occupation of the Pass by our own troops is, I consider, absolute- 
ly necessary, if we are to depend on its being kept open in time of need ; 
and the possession of Ali Musjid is of the highest importance to any 
troops retiring through the Kliyber. On this side of it there is no en- 
camp! ng-grouiid for some miles ; the heights to be taken possession of, 
to comiiiaiid the fort, can be approached only by a circuitous and difficult 
route, and when attained would be several miles from the camp. The 
difficulties would in every way be very great, and the process of a siege 
might be very tedious, while in the meantime forage would fail ; indeed, 
reviewing the whole question of the Khyber Pass, and the probability of 
a return through it, I cannot but look with anxiety to the probable loss of 
Ali Musjid, which is not very formidable to an advancing army, as en- 
camping-ground is near at hand on the otlier side. 

I now beg to bring to the notice of (Jevernment some points which are 
of a most serious nature, and go far to paralyze the movements of any 
army sent in this direction. The accompanying copy of a letter from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Parsons will show that the camels are hired to Jella- 
labad, and I regret to say that nearly one-half never go beyond Pesha- 
wur, from which place they generally return, owing to the defection 
among the drivers, and the great want of carriage-cattle ; it was with 
the greatest difficulty I could procure twenty camels to bring on two ad- 
ditional lacs of rupees (I have only four altogether), and much of the 
small arm ammunition I was obliged to leave behind. 

From the Sikh authorities 1 obtained no assistance ; indeed they made 
no effort to aid in recovering those who deserted : liad we been assisted 
by the, Sikh authorities I believe that every camel might have been re- 
covered. In this crippled state 1 moved forward, and leaving arrived 
here the whole of the hirt^cl camel drivers have come forward in a body to 
say they liave performed their engagement, and request lliat they may be 
discharged. The only alternative I have is to purchase the camels, but 
I fjiir the drivers will refuse to go. Captain 3Iacgregor informs me he 
may probably get fifty camels, while I require at least 1 oOO. My situa- 
tion at the present moment is a difficult one, and miudi as I deprecate any 
retrograde movement, such a step i.s by no means im])robable, as I have 
not yet bticn able to get in supplies in sufficient quantities to warrant 
my remaining here. 

Th(ire is an abundance of grain at Peshawur, and Captain Lawrence 
Ims been exerting his influence to procure carriage ; how far he will suc- 
ceed by the time the 3 1 st Foot move forward I cannot say, but I con- 
fess tliat in the interim I cannot help feeling very great anxiety on the 
subject. 

I take this opportunity of bringing to the notice of Government that 
In consequence of a system wliich obtains in the dragoon regiments on 
tlie llcngal establishment, a regiment ordered on such service as this is 
literally in a fair way of becoming quite unserviceable in consequence of 
the horses not being able to procure forage. 
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It was not known to me till yesterday that the SrdpDragoons have no 
grass-cutters, and* this morning it was officially reported to me that the 
horses would starve unless forage was procured for them. I have made 
arrangements for the present, and^I hope I may continue to supply them, 
but I would here compare their situation with that of the Native Cavaliy 
who are abundantly supplied, having grass-cutters, 

I am given to understand that dragoon regiments in the provinces 
have no grass-cutters, but that a chowdry is attached to each troop, who 
supplies grass on contract. Here such a system could not succeed, and 
it could hardly be expected that several hundred grass-cutters would be 
•collected at short notice, and if collected, little dependence could be 
pla<ied in them. The state of the dragoons now here sufficiently shows 
the evil of such a system, as the regiment is thereby rendered almost 
unserviceable. 

I have not heard anything’ further of the prisoners than that Mahomed 
Akbar had taken them to Tazeen, where he had left them, and had pro- 
ceeded to CubooL 

I have, &c., 

Geo. Pollock. 

No. 278. — lAeatmant- Colonel Parsons^ Deputy Commissary^ General, 
to Captain Mainwaring, Officiating Sub-Assistant Commissary^ 
General. 

December 18, 1841. 

SiK, — I have the honour to inform you that the whole of the hired or 
Rewarree camels engaged to carry public stores and private baggage 
from this ])lace, with the corps and detachments recently gone towards 
Adgliunistan, are only to carry their loads as far as Jellalabad. I have 
to request that you will, therefore, be good enough to prevent the owners 
of the cattle being forced to proceed beyond that place, as I have pledged 
myself to them that they will not be forced to go on ; and I shall be 
obliged, if you will, after their arrival at Jellalabad, have the camels 
returned to Peshawur as speedily as practicable, and procure them a guard 
to protect them on the journey to the latter place. 

I have, &c., ' „ 

J. D. Parsons. 


No. 279. — Mr. Maddock to Major-General Pollock. 

Allahabad^ Aprils, 1842. 

“SiR,^ — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch 
(No. 2), dated Camp, Jellalabad, the 18th ultimo ; and in reply to in- 
form you that the circumstances mentioned regarding defective arrange- 
ments in the Regiment of Dragoons will be communicated to the 
R'ommander-in-Chief. The Governor-General concludes that you will 
^\Hve taken the most effectual means in your power to supply the defi- ^ 
"iency complained of, 

I have, * &c., 

T. H. Maodock. 
o o 
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No, 280 .— Haddock to Major-Oeneral Pollock, 

Allakahad, May 4, 1842. 

Sia, — ^The Governor-General, seeing the extreme inconvenience and 
embarrassment to which you are exposed, through the hiring of camels, 
directs you to purchase sucli number of camels as you may deem neces- 
Scary for the service of your army, and recommends that the drivers of 
such camels should be regularly enlisted into the service of the Govern- 
ment, so that they may be retained in the performance of the duty they 
engage to execute, by martial law. 

2. If you should deem it expedient to form a corps of C 9 .mel drivers 
under European officers, you are authorized so to do, and indeed to adopt 
any course which may seem to you to be best calculated to secure to the 
army the service of a sufficient number of camels. 

1 have, &e., 

T. H. Haddock. 


No. 281. — Major-General Pollock to Mr, Haddock 

Camp, Jellalahad, April 28, 1842. 

Sib, ^With reference to my letter (No. 2), dated 18th instant, I have 
now the honor to forward a report from Major Lockwood, which I called 
for yesterday. I have had a number of a koorpas made for cutting grass 
and I directed that the horses should be led out to graze, wliich has pre- 
served their condition. If grass-cutters could by any possible means be 
sent from the provinces, I should feel much more easy about the efficiency 
of the 3rd Dragoons, which, when we advance, ma}^ possibly have to play 
a conspicuous part though at present I believe there is not a soul to 
oppose us between this and Cabool. 

I have, &c., 

Gf.o. Pollock. 


No. 282. — Major Lockwood to the Brigade Major ^ Caxmlrg 

Brigade, 

Camp, Jellalahad, April, 28, 1842. 

Sib,— I have the honor to report, for the information of the Assistant 
Adjutant-General, that I have up to this date registered seventy-two 
grass-cutters who furnish me with grass for 128 horses, several of them 
having tattoes. I have also two chowdries appointed to superintend 
them. I beg to add that, from arrangements now in progress, I expect 
in a few days I shall be enabled to register 200 more, at leasts from 
amongst the syces paid for by the men of the regiment, in addition to the 
establishment allowed by Government. 

* 

I have, &c., 

G. H. Lockwood. 
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No. 283. — Mr, Maddock to Mr, Ckrk, 

Allahabad^ May 3, 1842. 

SiE, — The expediency of forming at the earliest period a camp upon 
or in the vicinity of the Sutlej, and of collecting in such camp a consider- 
able body of troops, not less than 15,000 men of all arms, completely 
equipped for any service, has engaged the Governor-General’s attention 
from his first accession to the Government, and his Lordship is in com- 
munication with the Commander-in-Chief of the army upon the subject, 

2. It is his Lordship’s intention to join such camp wherever it may 
be formed, probably early in October, and his Lordship would then desire 
an interview with the Maharajah, 

I have, &c., 

T, H. Maddock, 


No. 284 . — General Sir Jasper Nicolk to the Gooernor^General 

of India, 

Shnla^ April 27, 1842. 

(Extract.) — I have not ventured to give any instructions to Major- 
General Pollock. The 5th, 9th, lOtli, and llth paragraphs of your 
orders of the 1 5th March must now guide liim. It is for him alone to d©' 
cide between the practicability of a forward movement, either upon Cabool 
or Gundamuck (or its vicinity), and the withdrawal of the whole force to 
Peshawur. 

Tlie General is a clear-headed, good officer ; and you have loaded his 
advance witli heavy cautions ; but he will stand alone, and treats those 
around him (as far as I know) rather as advisers than as his agents. 

By his dispatch of the 16th, your Lordship will j)erceive that ho feels 
it necessary to send back a part of his force to aid Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bolton through tlie pass. He promises an explanation of this necessity. 
My great doubt is, that he can ecpiip tlie force for a movement ’in ad- 
vance, at such a distance from our resources, and under the rooted dis- 
likt‘ and fear of the Affghans, entertained by every class of camp-followers. 
If they move ill ecpiipped, or are placed in an unhealthy position, the 
loss(‘s may be very heavy. 

As to tlie power of the enemy, I do not anticipate any great difficulty 
in moving in any required direction, arising out of their resistance ; but 
for sieges the General is unprovided. p 


No, 285. — Mr, Maddock to Major-General Pollock, 

Allahabad^ May 4, 1842. 

Sir, — The 'Governor-General was in expectation that, in pursuance of 
the request contained in his Lordsliip’s letter to the Commaader-in-Chief 
of the I9th ultimo, (of which a copy was communicated to you,) his Ex- 
cellency would probably have addressed instructions to you, founded 

o o 2 



300 


upon the more reeent and aeontate knoirledge of your situation, ^hicli 
his Excellency’s position at Simla enables him to obtain ; but his Lord- 
ship is now informed that his Excellency has not deemed it necessary to 
issue any such further instructions, relying upon your discretion in acting 
upon the instructions you already have, contained in the letter of the 
Governor-General in Council to his Excellency, dated the J5th of Marclu 

2. You have since received, in the letter of the i9th ultimo, above 
referred to, a further indication of the views of the Government— views 
which have been in no respect varied by the demise of Shah Shooja, or 
by the victory of Sir Robert Sale. 

3. On the contrary, that victory, in conjunction with your success, 
going far towards the re-establishment, in the minds of the AfTglians, and 
of our troops, and subjects, and allies, of that sentiment of confidence 
in our military superiority, which it is so essential to preserve ; and the 
decease of Shah Shooja having manifestly relieved the British from all 
such engagements as might have been deemed to be of a personal cha- 
racter with him, it is in reality, and it will be in the opinion of all men, 
more easy for you to withdraufc your troops from the advanced position 
they occupy, than it would have been, had i)olitical considerations of great 
importance ai)peared to require other and ulterior operations. 

4. The most recent accounts which have been received of the difficulty 
experienced by you in obtaining supplies at Jellalabad, and in bringing 
forward supplies from Peshawur ; and the very deficient means of move- 
ment, as well as of provision, which you possess, induce the Governor-Ge- 
ueral to expect that you will have alreiidy dechled upon withdrawing 
your troops within the Khyber Pass, into a position wherein you may have 
easy and certain communication with India, if considerations, having re- 
gard to the health of the army, should not have induced you to defer that 
movement. 

5. The Govenior-General is satisfied that you will have felt that no 
great object can be accomplished by any army having deficient means of 
movement and supply, and that nothing but a great object could justify 
the incurring of great risks. 

6. His Lordship is too strongly impressed with confidence in your 
judgment to apprehend that you will ever place the army under your 
command in a situation in which, witliout adequate means of movement 
and supply, it could derive no benefit from its superior valour and dis- 
cipline, and might be again subjecto* to a disaster which, if repeated, 
might be fatal to our power in India. 

7. The first object of the Governor-Gen eral’s anxiety has ever been 
to withdraw, with honor, into positions of security, the several corps 
of the army which he found scattered and surrounded in Affghanistan. 
Tliat object may now be accomplished as respects the army under your 
command ; and the Governor-General could experience no higher satis- 
faction than that of hearing that, the health of that army, in whose wel- 
fare he takes so deep an interest having been preserved, it was in a secure 
position, having certain communication with India. 

I have, tkc., 

T. IL Maujxx k. 
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No. 2S6^-^Gemral Sir -Jasper Nicolls to the Ganerjior^GeneTol of 

India, 

Simlay April 1843. 

My Loro, — I have been, honored by the receipt of your Lordship’s 
dispatches of the 19th instant ; and, having reconsidered the whole 
subject^ I have to report to your Lordship that I have this day directed 
Major-General Pollock to withdraw the troops from Jellalabad. 

2. Inclosed I have the honor to transmit a copy of niy letter of this 
date to the Major-General, as it may be of importance to assist your 
liordship in conveying your further orders, regarding the return of the 
troops to tlie provinces. 

3. I trust that the early return of the Jellalabad brigade, which I 
have directed, may be approved ; and that I may not be considered to 
have erred in giving some latitude, in certain specified' cases, to the 
M^jor-Genei*al. 

4. My opinion is, that the whole force should be 'withdrawn to our 
own frontier, if the season will /idmit. They cannot bo accommodated 
in buildings at or near Peshawur, I apprehend : and tents, and even huts, 
in such a climate, utford very insufficient shelter. 

5. On this subject, however, the Major-General has been directed to 
attend to the advice and wislies of your Lordslup’s Agent on this frontier, 
in conformity witli Mr, Secretary Haddock’s letter of the 10th February 
to Mr. Clerk, and with my instructions of the same date. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 

P. S, — I have just received from Mr. Clerk a copy of his letter of the 
24th to Mr. Maddock, and of Captain Mackeson’s to him, of the 17th, 
also of Mr. Clerk’s letter of the 23rd to Mr. Maddock ; but I am not 
disposed to qualify, or even to postpone, the instructions to General 
Pollock, 'W'hich I had previously prepared. 


No. 287 . — General Sir Jasper Nicolls to Major’- General Pollock, 

Simla, Apr il 29, 1842. 

Sir. — The Governor-General having transmitted 'to you a copy of his 
Loi'dship’s dispatch to my address of the 19th instant, you will be pre- 
pared to receive a communication from me on the important snbjtict 
thereof. You will be pleased, therefore, to conform to the following 
instruction#. 

2. Shah Shooja being dead, Ghuznee lost, and Major-General Nntt 
directed by his Lordship’s command (also of the J9th instant), to with- 
draw the garrison of Kelat-i-Ghilzye, to evacuate Candahar, and to re- 
tire, first upon Quetta, and when the season admits, upon Snkkur ; you 
are required to make a similar movement in Upper Afighanistaii, and to 
withdraw every British soldier from Jellalabad to Peshawur. 

3. You are to destroy the fort and any nsele.^s guns ; but as thc^ro 
need be no haste in the retreat when comnjenced, you are requested not 
to leave any trophies. 
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4. The only circumstances which can authorize delay in obeying this 
order arc), — 

1st. That you may have brought a negotiation for the release of the 
prisoners lately confined at Buddeabad, to such a point that you might 
risk its happy accomplishment by withdrawing. 

2nd. That you may have detached a lightly equipped force to endea- 
vour to rescue them. 

3rd. That the enemy at Cabool may be moving a force to attack you. 
In this improbable case, should any respectable number of troops have 
descended into the plain below JugduUuck with that intent, it would be 
most advisable to inflicft such a blow upon them as to make them long 
remember your parting effort. If you should have such a glorious oppor- 
tunity, 1 advise you to send your weak and inefficient men previously to 
Lalpoora. 

5. 1 do not recommend delay in the first case, unless the prisoners 
are actually on their way to your camp, as no faith can be placed in 
Affghan promises or oaths. The second would, of courses, re({iiire that 
you sliould await the return of the detachment. 

6. I allude entirely to the officers and ladies now or lately at Bud- 
deabad, or its vicinity. Those at Cabool cannot, 1 think, be saved by 
any treaty or agreement made under existing circumstances at Jellalabad. 

7. You will be pleased, on reaching Peshawar, to dispatch to Feroze- 
pore, without dela}^, the troops of all arms which so gallantly upheld our 
country’s name at Jellalabad ; and further instructions will be sent to 
you regarding the disposal of the other brigades. Sir Robert Sale may . 
be permitted to remain at your head -quarters, should he desire to do so, 
and you will transfer him accordingly to anotlier command, placing Bri- 
gadier Monteath in charge of the returning column. 

I have, &c., 

J. Nicolls. 

No. 288. — The Governor-General of India to General Sir 
Jasper Nlcolls, 

Allahabad, Ma?/ 6, IS4'2* 

General, — Yonr Excellency’s letter of the 27th ultimo, informing 
me that you had not given instructions to Major-General Pollock, and 
that the 5th, 9tl) lOtli, and lltli paragraphs of the orders of the 15th of 
March must now guide him, was received by me on tlie 3rd instant. 
On the 4tli I addressed to Major-General Pollock the letter, of which a 
copy was transmitted to your Excellency. Yesterday evening the 5th, I 
received your Excellency’s letter of the 29th ultimo, communicating to 
me the instructions you had on that day addressed to Major-General 
Pollock. 

I have to thank your Excellency for having had the goodness to give 
those instructions, of which T entirely approve. 

They are in accordance with the general principles which, in my letter 
of the 19th ultimo, were laid down for the Major-General’s guidatice. 

I have this day addressed a letter to the Major-General, of which I 
inclose a copy. 
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Your Excellency will perceive thet, vender certain itircumstances, the 
fort of Jellalabad may be placed in the hands of the Sikh troops upon 
the withdrawal of our army. This instruction is founded upon a com- 
munication I received, w^hich led me to think that the Sikhs were not 
unwilling to receive that fort. 

I inclose a copy of an extri^t from a letter addressed by roy direction 
to Mr. Clerk upon that subject. 

I have, &c., 

Ellen BOKOUGH. 

No, 289. — Mr. Maddock to Major-General Pollock. 

Allahabad^ May C, 1842, 

Sir, — I am directed to inform you that the Governor-General received 
yesterday evening from the Commander-in-Chief a copy of the instruc- 
tions his Excellency addressed to you on the 29th ultimo. 

2 . Of tliosc instructions the Governor-General entirely approves. 
They arc in accordance with the general i)rinciples laid down by his 
Lordship for yoiir guidaiute, juid you will execute them to the best of 
your ability, having regard always to the health of your troops, and to 
the efficiency of your army, — objects of ])rimary importance. 

3. There is one point 14)011 wliich I am directed to desire you to 
attend to the instructions of Mr. Clerk. If that gentleman, the Gover- 
nor-Generars Ag<*nt at the Court of Lahore, should, upon your quitting 
.Icllalabad, instruct you to deliv'Cr up that place to the Sikhs, you will do 
so leaving the fortifications as they are ; but you will on no account 
deliver np tliat place to the Sikhs, in pursuance of any such instructions, 
cue hour sooiKT than you may deem it to be consistent with the interests 
of your army to give it into tlu'ir hands. 

4. You will of course keep possession of x\li Musjid, until the last 
Lritish soldier has passed it, 

o. The (»ovcrnor-Gcneral trusts that you will liavc had the discretion 
not to mention the nature of the orders given to Major-General Nott, 
which are referred to in the letter to you from the Commander-in-Gliief, 
dated the 29tli ultimo. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 

No. 290. — Mr. Maddock to Major-General Nott. 

Allahabad^ May 7, 1842. 

(Extract.) — The Governor-General deems it expedient to inform you 
that instructions similar to those addressed to you on the 19th ultimo, 
have now been addressed to Major-General Pollock, and that officer will 
withdraw his array into positions' wherein they may have easy and 'cei'tain 
communication with India, at the earliest practicable period, regard 
l)eing always had, in the making of such movement, to the health and 
efficiency of the troops, — objects of primary importance. 

The Governor-General feels assur^ that, in whatever movements you 
may have made, or may make, in pursuance of your instructions of the 
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I5ih of March wid 19th ultimo^ you will have had the eame object iu 
view, and will deem it to be your highest praise to briiig back your army 
in health aud undiminished strength* 

I havfe, &c., 

T. H. Maddock* 


No. 291 . — Major General Nott to Mr. Maddock. 

Candahar^ March 24, 1842. 

Sin, — I have the honor to acquaint you, that a copy of a demi-official 
conimuiiication, dated tlie 25tli of February, 1842, addressed by Mr, 
Clerk to Major Outraui, lias just reached Candahar ; from which I learn, 
that Government have directed the Comrnander-in-Chief to require 
Major-General Pollock to withdraw the Jellalabad garrison, unless un- 
foreseen circumstanees,” he. 

When I view the intimation, thus received, of the orders of Govern- 
ment, in connexion with tlieir intentions, conveyed to me in dispatches 
and also with their avowed determination to redeem the credit of the 
British arms in Allghanistan, publicly notified in general orders, under 
date the 31st of January last, I feel that a degree of perplexity and em- 
barrassment has been thrown upon my position at Candahar, which I did 
not contemplate, and could not have contemplated, when the letters 1 
have hitlierto addressed to you were written. 

The communications I have hitherto received from Government, 
have, it is true, prescrilied to me no decided line of conduct ; but 1 am 
warranted in saying, that tlieir general tenor was to the effect that, 
under existing circuiiistarK^es, I could maintain my position at Candahar, 
without risking the safety of my troops, it would be consonant with the 
views and wishes of (jiovermnent that I should do so. 

I had a considerable body of troops, and, with much pains, had collect- 
ed a reserve of upwards of six mouths’ provisions. I felt assured of sup- 
port, and of the receipt of the aminunitiou and stores I stood in need of, 
from*Sinde or India ; I knew that Jellalabad was in our possession, and 
that it was the resolution of Government to maintain it ; that largo rein- 
forcements were preparing for its support ; I couhl not over-estimate the 
value of this powerful diversion in my favor, nor could I shut my eyes to 
tlie fact, that the abandonment of Candahar by me, must have an unfa- 
V orable effect upon the measures in progress for the retention of our 
position at Jellalabad. Under these circumstances, I never had a mo- 
ment’s hesitatiim as to the course I ought to pursue, so long as discretion- 
ary power was left to me ; and all my arrangements have, consequcmtly, 
been made with a view to the present maintenance and future extension, 
should such prove desirable, of our power in this country. 

Bqt, fcould I have foreseen that so immediately following their procla- 
mation of the 31st of January, Government would have determined on 
withdrawing their troops from Jellalabiid, excepting on the occurrence of 
“ unforeseen circumstances,” I should most probably have regarded this 
resolution of theirs, as distinctly pointing to their intention of evacuating 
the country altogether, and hare taken measures accordingly. 
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however, ^he position of the troops at CandahfR* is so far fixed, 
that I consider retirement would not only be disadvantageous, but almost 
impracticable, until the autiunn ; and I trust that my having detennined 
on remaining, may ultimately prbve fortunate ; but the state of uncer- 
tainty into which I am now thrown, regarding our present position at 
Jellalabad, and the probable future policy of Government, must preclude 
iny acting with full confidence in measures calculated to restore British 
iiidueiice in the country, by force of arms. I am also become doubtful of 
the proj)riety of retaining Kelat-i-Gliilzyc as a separate garrison ; for 
there is but too much reason to fear, that the sacrifice of the garrison at 
Gliuznce must closely follow on the abandonment of our j)osition at Jella- 
labad. 

As long as both the positions of Candahar and Jellalabad are occupied 
by us, the att(3ntion of the insurgents in Aftghanislan is distracted. No 
general or combined inovenieiit can be made by the Affgbans wliilc they 
arc threatened froin both these j)oints ; but if one source of apprelunision 
])e removed by the withdrawal of our troops from Jellalabad, the undi- 
vided force of the people backed by success, and inflamed by religious 
(‘nthusiasin, will be at liberty to concentrate its energy against our posi- 
tion at Candaiiar. 

I believe that many people have been pnwented from joining the rebel 
cliiefs, now in arms against us near Candahar, from a feeling that we 
meditate the re-occupation of Cabool from the side of Jellalabad, — an 
impression that has been confirmed by the non-arrival of succour from 
Cabool, since the deputation of Atta Mahomed, on the first outbreak of 
the insurrection in that city. While we maintain an imposing attitude 
at Jellalabad, even supposing no advance takes place beyond that post, it 
is my opinion that but few troops and no artillery will be seat from 
Cabool in aid of the rebel cause at Candahar ; but, if Jellalabad be 
abandoned, I not only loi)k forward to having to contend with a force 
from Cabool, much better equipped than is. ordinarily the ease witli 
Affghan troops, but I anticipate a general movement against us from 
every part of the country. 

If Geverument intend to recover, even temporarily, and for the saving 
of our national honor, 1 heir lost position in this country, even if doubtful 
<>f the policy that it may be deemed expedient to ])ursue, 1 earnestly 
hope that, before any immediate retrograde step is made in either 
direction, our whole position in AfFghanistan will be attentively viewed ; 
and that the eftect wliicii a hasty retirement would certainly, and instant- 
ly, have on the whole of Belooehistaii, and even on the navigation of the 
Indus, will be taken into consideration. At the present time, the 
impression of our military strength among the people of tliis country, 
though weakened by the occurrences at Cabool, is not destroyed ; but if 
wc now retire, and it should again become necessary to advance, we shall 
labour under many disadvantages, the most serious of wliicli, in iny 
opinion, will be a distrust of their strength among our soldiers, which 
any admission of weakness is so well calculated to induce ; and in what 
other light could a withdrawal from Jellalabad or Candahar be viewed ? 

If retirement should become necessary, it should tidvc place simultaae- 
cusly, and at a proper season. If Government should select Candahar as 
Ihe point whence future operations against Cabool are to be directed, stlH 





tlie retention of a position at Jellalabad in oonsiderfiWe force, will be of 
the most essential service in all future conteniplatcd operations. In the 
sanguine hope that some unforeseen circumstance may have occurred to 
postpone the execution of the Government order for the ovacuatiou of 
Jellalabad, I have thought it incumbent on me to address this letter to 
you. 

Before closing my letter, I may mention that I am now in expectation 
of the march of Brigadier England from Quetta, >vith supplies for Can- 
dahar. 1 have no correct information regarding the prohahle date of his 
quitting that post, nor of the strenglh of Jiis force ; but there is room for 
apprehension that the convoy he has to (escort will be but weakly guarded, 
and every probability that it may be attacked. T am iit present, there- 
fore, compelled to rtMuaiii at Candaliar, ])re{)ared to move wdtli a suflicient 
body of troops to the* Brigadier’s support, ^v!5ene^'er I may roc(*ive cer- 
tain intelligence of his inoveineiits. 

I have, 

W. Xv>TT. 

No. 1:92. — M(tJor-G(^nrraI Nott to Af}\ Marhlovli, 

Cuhcliihar, ]\Iarch 29 , lS-f2. 

Sir, — I have tlie honor to acquaint you that, in conscapiciice of the 
disputes between tiie troO[)s and camp-followers and the Atfghaus in 
making purchases within the city, and to iiuluce the people of the coun- 
try to bring in suj)plies, I.havcl>een und< r the necessity of cstablLshiiig 
a bazaar, oii the outside of the town, and in t>rder to its btfing propt'rly 
regulated, and to prevent (‘xactioiis and oppression towards tlie inhabi- 
tants of the district, to apjjoint a European ollieer to superintend it. 

This bazaar was established on the Kitii instant, and hr,s been attended 
with the vcTy best results ; the people now wullingly bring in everv 
article they Imve for sale, and thus preclude the inconvenience of send- 
ing troops to the villages for su]»j>lics. 

Under these circumstances I trust that Go\ eminent will confirm the 
aiTangcnient 1 liave imule, at h*ast as a ttmiporarv nu'asun'. 

I appointed Liciitenant Tyticr to the charge, owdng to his knowledge 
of the Persian ami IJindoostanee languages, ami to his gr(‘at control of 
tenq>er, wdiich will, 1 hope, tend to conciliate the people bringing in 
supplies. 

1 trust that Govermnent will grant Lieutenant Tytl(>r tin? indidgcaice 
of a salary fu' the period he may be permitted to act in the situation in 
which circumstances have ohligcd me to place hiiu. 

1 have, i^c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 293. — JSfttJor-GcniTal Nott to Mr. Aladdock. 

Candaliar^ April \Sy 

Silt, — I have tlic honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
loth ultimo, inclosing copy of instructions adilressed by his Lordship in 
Council to his Excellency the Conuuandcr-in-Cliief, bearing date the 



30 / 


I-; ill of Marcli, 1842. It shall be my constant criilca'tour to carry into 
(‘(lect these instructions as far as circumstances will admit. 

I have at present 7,000 men of all arms at Candahar, exclusive qf sick 
and wounded : 700 of these are cavalry of a very inferior description, 
indeed are nearly useless iu the fieid ; and three of the infantry regiments 
are composed of the Shah’s Hindoostanee troops. Tlie extent of the 
walls of the city is so considerable, that I conceive even a garrison of 
.3,000 men would be barely sufficient for its defence, in the- event of the 
troops being employed on distant operations in the field ; and containing, 
as it does, all our provisions, anuuunitioii, ike., it is of vital consequence 
to the troops under my command. 

In the event of fi.dd oiierations, the deduction of these 3,000 men 
would leave me scarcely 4,000 troops, ineliuling this cavalry, to oppose 
the enemy in the field, and to guard a long train of provision and car- 
riage-cattle ; and, however distant the service frfiin tliis important maga- 
zine, every jiartude of food must be earned \villi the force ; thus crip- 
j)l:ng and retarding all its indvemonts. 

Tho troojis and establishments at Candahar are four montlis in arrears, 
and there is not a rupee iu the treasury ; nor can money be borrowed. 
VVe have no medicine for the sick and wounded : and, in the event of 
nuieh service in the field, I fear we sliould run short of musket-aminuui- 
tiou, altliougli I have contrived to have considerable quantity prejiared 
from old and damaged powder ; frequent application has been made to the 
aiilhorities in 8inde, during the last four months, for treasure, ammuui- 
tion, stores, medicines, and particularly for cavalry, but no aid whatever 
has he<ni atforded. 

1 want draught and baggage-cattle to enable me to move ; but with- 
out money, in a country like this, I can neither purchase nor hire theiii. 

1 have no cattle for moving oven three regiments ; during our field 
o]»erations of last month, both oiTieers and men marched without tents. 
Indertliese eireimistaiioes, my difiieulties were certainly great; but, 
although I considtT it to be my dtity to state these facts, the Govern- 
ineiit may rest assured of my best and unremittiTig e-xortions to carry 
effect its views and instructions and to uphold the reputation of our 
arms, ami the honor of my (umiitry. 

la rliaps it is not within my province to observe, thfh, in my humble 
<»|,i!iIon, an unnecessary alarm has ]>een creat{*d regarding the position of 
i»artroo})s in this country, and of the strength and jmwtT of the enemy 
v/(‘ have to eontend will). This enemy cannot face our troops in tin* 
held witli aiiy chance of success, however su]>erior they may be in num- 
hcTs, provided those prceraitions are strictly observed, which war, between 
a small body of disciplined soldiers, and a vast crowd of untrained, 
unorganized, and half-civilized people, constantly renders necessary. 
True, the British troops suffered a dreadful disaster at Cabool, and it is 
not for me to presume to point out why this happened, however evident 
I may conceive the reasons, and, the long train of military and jmliticaJ 
events wliich lc(i to flie sad (catastrophe. 

Had I been reinforced with a single regiment of cavalry. I feel con- 
vinced that 1 could long since have tranquillized or SAibduod the rebelli- 
ons feeling in the provinces dependent upon Candahar, and that a very 
few additional troops from Sinde, to, garrison this extensive and import- 

V V 2 
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ant city, would lisf/e set me free from my present difficult positiop, aaidl 
have enabled me at this moment to hare been on my march to Ghuznee 
and to Cabool ; but, although near six months, have elapsed since the 
outbreak at that city, no aid of any kind has been sent to me ; and the 
circumstances I have now detailed still confine me to this post, and ita 
immediate vicinity. 

It is with deep comiern that I feel myself disappointed in the long-ex- 
pected convoy from Sinde ; no doubt Major-General England Ims fully 
acquainted Government with the unfortunate check received by the de- 
tachment under his command in Pisheen, on the 28tli ultimo, the moral 
influence of wliicli has been great throughout the country, and has added 
considerably to the difficulties of my position. I am now under the 
necessity of directing a strong brigade to march as far a^s the Kqjuck 
Pass, in hopes of at length getting the treasure, stores, &c., I stand so 
much ill need of, and without wliich my force is paralyzed. I have 
requested Major-Chaierul England to send a detachment from Quetta for 
its conv(*yance. This strong brigade will be sent from Caiidahar for 
fifteen or twenty days, at. a most critical period. I herewith transmit 
copies of letters transmitted by me to that officer on this subject. 

1 have not received a line from Colonel Palmer since November last j 
and although I have no authentic infonnatJon of the surrender of Ghuzr- 
nee to the enemy, I fear tJiere can be no longer a. doubt of its having 
fallen into their hands in the beginning of March, and that the European 
officers are now prisoners in that garrison. This has lieen repeated by 
so many natives of the country, as to induce me to give credit to their 
assertions. They also declare that the surviving Sepoys have been sold 
into slavery. Whether the place surrenidered for want of water, or 
whether Colonel Palmer acted upon the circular letter signed ‘‘ Pottinger 
and ElphiiistoiiC,” directing Jellalabad, Gliuziiee, Kelat-i-Ghilzye, and 
Candahar, to be given up, 1 have not been aide to ascertain. 

What effect the murder of His Majesty Shall Shooja-ool-Moolk may 
have on tliis part of Aflghaiiistaii, it is at jiresent difficult to say. His 
Royal Highness Prince Timour, wlio appoaivs to be sincerely attached to 
the Rritisli Government, has formed no party, and, at tliis moment, 
possesses no influence in this country. I have not yet bc'eii able to 
ascertain his real Sentiments rc^garding tlie murderers of liis royal father, 
and the scenes now passing at Cabool, or what sti'ps Ik; has determined 
to pursue ; but T will take care to avoid ofltiring any pledge on the jiart 
of the British Government to any future line of conduct towards His 
Royal Highness. 

‘ I have frequent oommunications with the garrison of Kolat-i-Gliilzye.^ 
I have no intention of withdrawing the troops from tliat post for the 
present ; it is well supplied with provisions and water. 

I am, &c., 

W. Nott. 

No, 294. — Major-- General Nott to Brigadier England, 

Candahar y March 13, 1842. 

Sm, — T have been favored witli a copy of your letter, of the 1st in- 
stant. 1 regret to find that you iuteaded to march with treasure, ammu- 
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mtloti, &c., aiid under charge of only half the fofce you onginany* 
arranged. I would suggest, under circumstai^es, that you should halt at 
Quetta until you can assemble the force you hoted in your letter now 
acknowledged. The delay of ten or fifteen dap, as far as treasure is; 
concerned, will be of no consequence whatever. . 

You will, of course, bring forward with you the company of Bei^I 
Artillery now at Quetta, as well as the officers belonging to regiments at 
Candahar. 

It is, in every point of view, desirable, that a strong brigade (such as 
noted by you) should push on to Candahar as soon as possible. 

I am, &c., 

W. Nott. 

No. 295. — Major-General Nott to Brigadier England. 

Candahar^ March 22, 1842. 

Sir, — I hope you have received some of my letters. It is desirable 
that ammunition, stores, medicine, and money, should be sent to this 
place ; but the state of the country renders it exi>edient that the convoy 
should come under a very strong escort. I can spare no troops from 
this ; and all I could possibly do would be moving a brigade a few 
marches to meet your force, and to do so it would be absolutely necessary 
that I should know the exact day on which your force may march from 
Quetta. 

If it should be the wish of Government to retain Afghanistan, or to 
aid the garrison of Ghuznee, or to bring it ofi^ it is absolutely necessary 
to push a strong brigade from Siiide to Candahar without delay. It is 
five months since the first outbreak at Cabool ; and in all that time, not 
the least aid has been sent here from Sinde ; on the contrary, our 
ammunition lias been cut oil’ by the unaccountable withdrawal of the 
important post of Killa Abdoolla ; the company of European Artillery 
sent from Bengtil expressly for Candahar, has been detained for months 
at Quetta, I shoulti feel obliged if you could forward a copy of this 
note to Major Outram, or the original. 

I am, &c., 

W. Nott. 

P.S.~No important success can be gained here without a good body 
of cavalry. 

No. 297. — Major-General Nott to Major-Gaieral England. 

Candahar, April 18, 1842. 

Sir, — I have been favored with your letters of the 1st and 10th instant. 
I have also heard of the affair you had with a party of the enemy on the 
28th ultimo, and deeply regret the result. I have attentively perused the 
Government dispatch of the 15th ultimo, forwarded through you. I have 
looked at our position in Affghanistan in every point of view that my 
judgment, aided by three years’ experience of its people, will admit of. I 
now deliberately note what I conceive to be necessary to carry out the 
intention of the Supreme Government, and to assert and uphold the 
honor of our country. Even should the Government ultimately deter- 
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n)iuc on wltljt^rawhig the* Britisli troops from tlio right of the Indus, it 
would be impossible to retire the troops below the passes before October. 
Tlie troops at Candahar arc four months’ in arrears, and we liave not one 
rupee in the treasury. ^ In the event of much field service, we should run 
/short of musket-ammunitioii ; and we are without medicine for the sick and 
w<3|pnded. 1 think it absolutely necessary that a strong brigade of 2,500 
men should be immediately pushed from Quetta to Caiidaliar, with the 
supplies noted in tlie for(*g()ing paragra])h. I, therefore, have to 
acquaint you, that I will direct a brigade of lliree regiments of infintry, 
a troop of horse artilierv, with a body of cavalry, to march from Canda- 
har on the morning of tlu* 25th instant. This force will certainly be at 
Chummuii, at the northern foot of the Kojiick, on the morning of the Ist 
of May, and possibly on the 50th of tliis month. I shall, therefore, fully 
rely on your marching a brigade from Quetta, so that it may reach the 
southern side of the ]>ass on the above-mentioned date. I believe there 
can be no difFicadtv wliatevcr in accomplishing this, nor of crossing the 
Kojiick without loss, ])rovidcd the heights arc i)roj)erly crowned on (dthcr 
side. I liave crossed it tlireo times in command of troo])s, and I know 
that what I now state is correct. Tluwe can be no danger in jKis.-ing 
tliroiigh Pisiicen, providc'd a carcfula'id wcll-ordcrod mandi is preserN f'd, 
and patroics and tl iiiking-partics (»f horse are tlirown well out. The 
people of tills country cannot withstand our troops in the open tiedd. I 
am well aware that war cannot lie made witliout loss, but 1 y(‘t Inqx* tiiat 
British troops can op’pose xisirdic armies without defeat ; and 1 feel and 
know that ilrltisli otHcers slioukl never despair of puiiisldng tlie atrociojus 
and treacherous conduct of a brutal enemy. You say tbat you are not 
aware if you know the localities of Qindta I know them well and I 
hope I shall be ex(*iiscd wlicn 1 express my surpisc tliat tlic atitliorlties of 
Quetta shouhl ihr a. luorncnt have tliouglit of throwing up breastworks, 
and intrenching tliat straggling and wretched cantonment, when tlt<* 
town and citadel is so v/ell calculated for every purpose which can render 
a post at all desirable in ^liawl, and I am quite certain may be w(dl 
defended by 500 men. Did I coinniand at Quetta, ' I would rdiiupusli 
the cantoinnent ; it is useless. Quetta is not a place for a large body of 
troops. I feel obliged to you for pointing out the many dithcuhhxs 
attending our position, but you are well av.airc that it is our lirst and only 
duty to overcome dithcultics, when the national honor and our military 
reputatiou arc so deeply coueenicd. Nothing can be accomplished with- 
out effort and pi'i-scvcrance. lu reply to the last jiaragrafili of your letter 
of the 10th instant, T have only to observe, th:it I law c not yet contem- 
plated falling back ; without money 1 can neither [)ay tin* long arrears due 
to the troops, nor procure can*iage for field operations. I deeply regret this 
state of things, which ought to have been atUaulcd to months ago ; had 
this be(‘n done, 1 should now have been on my niarcli to Ghuznee. I 
shall fully rely on your brigade being at the Kojuek on the 1st of May or 
before. This letter I reipjt^st may be forwarded to Major Outram. 

I have, &e., 

W. Nott. 

P.S. — You will of course perceive that I intend that your brigade 
should join and accompany the dctachmeut sent from this, to Candahar. 
I have no cattle for treasure or stores. 
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No. 298 . — Major Outram to Captain Durand^ Private Semta/ry 
to the Govcnior-Gcnerah 

Suklmr^ May 1, 1842. 

— Lest Ills Lordsliip should be doubtful of tlie means of moving 
the ti||bps at Quetta, I give you an estimate of the troops at our disposal 
there. 1 pres’ime that tine carriage wliicli took the brigade which accom- 
jiani(‘d or folhiwed Mojor-General Kiiglaud from liadiir on the 7th 
March, and subsequcnitly, mu.st be equal to carry on the same force with 
ten day's provisions (wliich tlnw took np the pass,) for 1 calculate tliat 
the few camels pi'evioiisly at (Quetta, tog-'ther witli wliat carried the large 
-portion of id, ores which would reiiuiin at (,> letf.a, and some that have been 
pnrcliiised since tlie tro<ips w(‘.:it up, must more tlian coimterbalarice the 
c-isiialties incurrM on the advance to, aii<l retreat from, llykulzye. 

troops are (I ro:ighiy estimate the strength of the corps, but 
])cliev(^ 1 am near the mark) : — 

One tr{»oj) IJors(? ArLillery, 6 guns IdO 

I Icr MajcNt y’s 4 1st H(‘glment 7d0 ll.ayonets. 

(dll Ilegiment Native Infantry SoO ,, 

hour Flank C'ompain(‘s „ 

Tlirc'c troop, s Light Ciivalry 220 Swords, 

ihjona Horse 2d0 „ 

2, ‘100 

The convoy now going up, and which mad<^ the first march into the 


pass to-day, consists of — 

Two 2 l-pounders, ] losvitzers 50 

< >iKi s. ju idnm Ligdit Cav.dry 150 Swords. 

OiK* s(i’«mg n'gimciit Native Infantry 1000 Bayonets, 

Also one <*ompaijy of EurojX'au Artiih'rynuai 

witlioiit guns 120 


3.600 

That cunvoy took from lamcc 2,080 camels, of which 1,000 had just 
suTivtid from doudjiore ; iuid were* report'd to h;ive reached Ehidur in 
c\<‘ ‘llcnt condition,' exc(*pt.ing the smaller portion with the rear wing of 
the 12lh UeghiKMit, which Irad not arrived actually at Dadnr when 1 last 
heard, but the accounts r(‘gardlng them within four marches of Dadnr 
were e(|na,lly favorable. At Dadnr, a eonKid<-rable quantity of fresh 
< aTnels had been purchased, w^Iiich also will, I presume, accompany the 
convoy, which must tlms have a large portion of spare carriage*, besides 
much of the stores carried up by it Ixnng only intended for Quetta. 

There can be no difliculty, therefore, in General England moving that 
amount of force, i, e., 3,600 men of all arms, wlu-n the 12tli Begimcnt 
joins, if he does not do so before with a smaller body, which I should not 
he doubtful or anxious as to the result of, if met by a l)rigade from Canda- 
har at the Kojuck, nor should I have any fears lor Quetta with a single 
regiment (and artillery) for the short time which Mmlild intervene ere the 
reinforcement got up, having now every confidence that our Brahoee allies 
keep faithful, and, so long as they do so, the Kaukers alone wouhl 
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not dare to oppose Major Reid’s strong convoy ; while the Affghans will 
^liave enough to do with General England’s brigade. The above calcu* 
lation of 3,600 men being available after Major Reid’s junction, is 
allowing two regiments of Native Infantry and six guns for the garrison 
of Quetta, whi(di ought to insure the safety of that post. His Lordship 
will observe in my diary, dispatched to-day, that the ofiicers comn^ding 
the Dadur and i^ebee posts report their positions perfectly tenable Against 
•any native enemy, without further reinforcements, but that my assistants, 
in charge of Cutch, and witli the Khau of Kelat, are quite confident that 
Jio attempt will be made upon them. 

I have, &c., 

J. OUTRAM. 


P. S. Since writitjg the above, I have received packets from Dadur 
28th ultimo, Quetta 23rd, and Candahar the ITtli and IStli, the laUta' 
containing a copy of a letter from General Nott to General England, the 
most refreshing draught I have ([uafied since our reverses coinmene(*d, as 
giving the best possible assurance that General Nott is fully equal to tlie 
powers vested in him, — is fully bout on retrieving our honor, and fully 
powerful enough to insure his doing so, in conjunction with General 
Pollock. How fortunate it is Prince Tiniour has remained faithful 
throughout, which will greatly facilitate the settlement of the Candahar 
kingdom, whatever may be done with Cabool. All the gentlemen with 
me are employed iri running off copies of these Candahar dispatches for 
General Pollock and Mr, Clerk, which will be sent off with this express. 
Mr. Hammersley writes, in forwarding them, that General England, in 
consequence of General Nott’s orders, was to march on the 26th ultimo 
with 2,o00 men, including all the regular, and nearly all the irregular 
•cavalry, the European company of lieiigal artillerymen, troop of horse 
^irtillery, &c. Although still far from well, the GcruTal goes himself 
My assistant at Dadur reports on the 28th instant, “ The pass clear, — no 
want of carriage, camels in abundance for sale and hire.” Major Reid’s 
sconvoy was to march into the puss on the 1st instant (to-day), after clos- 
ing up tlie rear wing. 


No. 299. — Mr. MaddoeJi to Major-General Nott. 

Allahabad^ May 13, 1842. 

Sir, — The Governor-General lias received, in a manner which leaves no 
‘doubt of its authenticity, a copy of the letter addressed by you, on the 
18th ultimo, to Brigadier England, directing that officer to move with 
2,500 men upon the Kqjuck Pass, and intimating tliat you would move 
a force to meet him. 

2. tinder the circumstances stating by you, of your want of treasure, 
ammunition, and medicines (with all of which Brigadier England could 
supply you), the combined movement so directed by you for the purpose 
of obtaining those supplies, is entirely approved. 

3. Tlie Governorj-General, however, cannot but express his fear that 
Brigadier England having been ordered by you to bring on to Candahar 
the whole force of 2,500 men, with whicli you instructed him to move 
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jpon IheKojuek Pass, your conrmumcatioiis with the country below the 
pass will remain without any security. 

4. Your i)osition, when supplied with treasure, ammunition, medicines, 
will be more favorable than the Governor- Gen oral had reason to suppose 
it would be, when the iustructioas of tlie 19th ultimo were addressed to 
you ; but this improvement of your position is not such as to induce his 
Lordship to vary those instructions, in so far as they direct your retiring 
upon Sukkur. 

5. That movement you will make at such period and with such pre- 
cautions as may best conduce to tlic preservation of the health of your 
troops find the elliciency of your ai’iny. Tlie Governor-General under- 
stands that, consistently witli the nec<issary regard to those objects of 
primary im})ort{ince, you cannot retire below the passes till October. 

i). K’citiier docs tlie decease of Sliab Shooja induce tbe Governor- 
Gcueral to vary those instructions, in as far as they relate to the measui'es 
you won^ directed to adopt on eva(aiatiiig the fort of Kelat-LGhilzye and 
tli(^ city of Caiidaliar. 

7- In the present divided state of Affghanistan, the Govern or- Gen oral 
is iir)t jirepared to recognize any one as the sovereign of that country : but 
tin* fidelity of Prince Tirnour would justify his being put in possession of 
^liose jdaces, and of Gbiriskh, on your retiring to the Indus. 

I have, 8tc., 

T. If. Madbock. 


No. 300. — Tlie Goeernor-Gcmral of India to General Sir 
Jasper Nicolls, 

AllaliCthadj May 14, 1842. 

(Extract.)— r^I inclose a copy of a letter from Major-General Nott, to 
Brigadier England, dated the 1 8th of A}>ril, which was transmitted to my 
Private Secretary by Major Outram, and reccuved here yesterday, 

2. 1 likewise inclose a co])y of the letter 1 addressed yesterday to 
Major-General Nott. 

3. Some dispatch from Major-General ]^Jllock, to me has, I have 
reason to think, been intercepted, and I have not that intimation of his 
views which Mr. Clerk appears to have bad, when he acknowledged the re- 
ceipt of your Excellency's orders to Major-General Pollock on the 5th 
instfint. 

4. Tbe advance of the season, however, which really renders the re- 

tirement of Major-Gene!*al Pollock at the present moment a measure of 
some hazard to the health of his troops, — the improved facilities which the 
Major-General finds of obtaining supplies of x>rovisions, — ^but, more than 
all, the influence which those now about him, anxious to vindicate the 
army by some signal blow against the Affglians, and to effect the restora- 
tion of the prisoners to liberty by negociation supported by force, must 
necessarily have upon his mind, — all these things induce me to apprehend 
that it will hardly be until October that the Major-General will commence 
Ins homeward march. > • 

d. Your Excellency is of opinion that 3Iaj or- General Nott cannot 
safely commence his march to tbe plains before the same time. 

Q Q 
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6. It will thefefore probably not be until the end of November that 
the army of Major-General Pollock, nor until the end of December that 
the army under Major-General Nott, will be established within the Britisli 
territory. 

7. I have liitherto succeeded in preserving absolute secresy with res- 
pect to the intention I entertain as to withdrawing from Aftghanistan. I 
have done so by unusual means, but I deemed it to be essential to the 
public interests that entire setiresy upon that point should be observed. 
I feel that the difficulties, with which the two armies would have to con- 
tend in making tlicir retreat, wamld be greatly increased, were the Affghaiis 
now acquainted with their intention to retire ; and, in order to mislead 
them upon this point, even were tliere no other object, I should be dis- 
posed to form an army of reserve in a position from which it might 
advance to the support of either Major-General Pollock, or Major-General 
Nott, and, at the same time, overawe the states of India ; and to mak(‘ 
public at once the intention of collecting such an anny. 

8. I should be happy to be favored with your Excellency’s intentions 
as to the selection of corps, and all the subsidiary arrangements, as cai'ly 
as you can furnish them to me ; and the necessary orders shall then at 
once be given. 

9. I think it will be desirable that I should join your Excellency's 
camp as soon as it is formed, and remain there a few wet*ks. 

10. The army collected should be termed the Army of Reserve, and 
the camp should be oiui of exercise in great maiuTuvrcs. As many 
European regiments as we (^an get togetj^er should form a part of the 
force collected. 

No. 301. — Major-Grneral Pollock 1o Mr, Maddoch* 

Canip^ JcUalahad^ April 10, 1842. 

Sm, — I have this day ordered the force mentioned below, to march to 
Lundi Khana. and there assist the force under Colonel Bolton, in 
escorting treasure, ammunition, and grain to this place, should I find it 
advisable to remain here. 

I have, &e., 

G. Pollock. 

Force ordered to march to Landi A7/r/wr/, iitnler the command of 
, Brigadier Mo n teat h, C, B, 

Five Mountain -train guns. 

Two squadrons 10th Light Cavalry. 

150 Irrcigular Horse. 

Two Companies Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry. 

The 33rd, 35th and one wing of 64th N^itive Infantry. . 

The Regiment of Jezailchees. 

No. 302. — MajoV'^Gvneral Poilock to Mr, Maddoch, 

JellalahoA^ April 20, 1842. 

Sir, — J hftve the honor to forward copy of a letter received from Cap- 
tain Mackeson, Political Agent, to my address. 
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I have almidy stated my views with reprard to th^ Kliybei* Pass. I 
have also shown that from the system of supplying carriage -cattle, 1 have 
not the means of moving, and the country around cannot supply my 
wants. To establish depots or strong posts at intervals on the road 
])etween this and Cabool, would so reduce the numerical strength of this 
force, that by the time it reached the capital it would to too weak to effect 
the desired object. For several marches no forage is procurable. Even 
if we had* carriage, the (conveyance of forage would so increase the 
number of animals to be protected, that I should much doubt our being 
able to convoy them in safety.; and, I confess, after the' treachery we 
liave experienced, I could have no confidence in any promises of support 
from an Alfghan ; lie might engage to l^iy in forage at intervals, for the 
express purpose of leading us into a difficult position, and tlien glory in 
having served his own cause, by bringing us to the verge of destruction. 

The devastation of a few villages in our vicinity, with all grain and 
forage, would be a small, matter in the eyes of an Alfghan, if he could 
ditTcby destroy our force — and such a measure would assuredly go near 
to eflbct it. 

1 liave maturely considered the question of our advanc#by this road to 
('al)ool, and I confess that I see too many dilfieulties to warrant our risk- 
ing such a coiirse. The force I have the honor to coiiiinand, if well siqi- 
is ready to march anywher(% and if I could have advanced by the 
rout of Candahar, our success would be certain. But to withdraw from 
lliis place at tlie present moment, would (uiable the enemy to concentrates 
all their strength in tlie vicinity of Candahar, which, until the junction of 
Brigadier England, would (unbaiTass Major-GeiKjral Nott. 

1 have not foendve^d any coniniuiiicatioii from any of the native chiefs 
since^ the d(^ath of Shah Soojah, or of his Naib Ameeu Oollah, whose 
murder a[)pears to be certain, though we have not yet received any 
parlicuUirs. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. .303. — Major- Craural Pollock to Air, Aladdock, 

Jellalahad^ April 24, 1842. 

Sin, — T liave the honor to transmit lienwith a copy and abstract trans- 
lation of a hotter receivenl from Shah Baz Khan, and Meerza Mahomed 
Ameer to Mirza Aga Jan, the Governor of the Koorgeeanees, dated 
ITtli instant. 

Tlie force said to be in preparation is supposed tor be about 10 or 
12,000 men, with wliich 1 vshould hardly suppose the enemy would 
venture on the plains. J am glad to say that supplies are coming in 
greateir quantities daily, and 1 -expect 7,000 iiiaiinds of .Atta here from 
Peshawar with the 3 1st foot, whudi will, I hope, be at AH Musjid the day 
alter to-morrow. 

f have, &e., 

G. Pollock. 

Q qr 2 
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No. 304? — Major-General Pollock to Mr, Maddoch 

Carnp^ Jellalabad Apil 26, 1842. 

Sib, — I liave the honor to report, for the informatjon of the Right 
Honorable the Govern or- General, that late yesterday afternoon Captain 
Colin Mackenzie caine into the Camp, being the bearer of .a letter from 
Major Pottinger, C.B., a copy of which i» enclo>sed herewith. I have 
thought it desirable, in communication with Captain Mackenzie, to con- 
fine my reply in this instance to the release of the prisoners, and the 
terms on which that very desirable object may be effected. A <;opy of 
my reply is also sent herev/ith, and I trust it will meet tlie approbation 
of his lordship. I regret to state Major-General Elpliinstone, C.B., di(‘(l 
on the evening of tlie 23rd instant, about half an hour before Captain 
!Maekenzie left Mahomed Akbar Khan, and the Sirdar promised that the 
body should be sent to me — it has not yet arrived. 1 have received a 
letter written by General EHjdiinstone to the address of the Secretary to 
Government ; also a narrative of events by him, from the 3()th April, 
1841, up to the time of his being detained by Mahomed Akbar. 

I liavc also leceived notes of ojierations during tlie sieges, drawn up by 
Lieutenant Eyre, with a request that I will read and forward them to 
Captain Durand ; tliere are also many other documents in tlie jiossessiou 
of Captiiiii Maegregor, which it is desirable Government should b(‘ in 
possession of. AvS this will entail much writing, I have authorised Sir R. 
Shakospoar to engage additional clerks until all are prepared, and any 
information 1 may obtain verbally, or in writing, I sliall not fail to com- 
municate without delay. 

The remaining prisoners were -well, and were as well treated as could 
be expected at the hands of an Afighaii. 

I hav(*, &c., 

G. POLI.OCK. 

No. 305 . — Major Pottlmfer to JM(tjor- General Pollock. 

2'ezeen^Api'il20^ 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to forward by Captain Colin Mackenzie, the 
following message from Sirdar Mahomed Akbar Khan and the Ghilzie 
Chiefs, Mahomed Shah, Dost Malioined, Khajewah Mahom(‘d, and Gool 
Maliorncd in Council (they inform me), with Khoda Baksh Khan and 
Azeez Khan. 

The Sirdar wishes to know, in the first place, if we wall consent to 
withdraw the greater jiart of our troops, atid leave an Agent with a small 
body of men to act w'itli whoever the confederates may* elect as chief, 
in which choice they propose to be guided by the wishes of the two 
factions in Cabool, and wish ns to release Dost Mahomed Khan. 

Secondly. — They propose that if the British Government have deter- 
mined on subjecting the country, and continuing the war, that the priso- 
ners at present in Affghanistan shall be exchanged for Dost Mahomed 
Khan, his family, and attendants, and that the issue be dej)eiidant on the 
Aword, * 

Thirdly. — In the event of neither of these propositions being approver! 
of, they wish to know what terms will be granted to tlK*mselv(‘s indi\’idu* 
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ally ; whetlier we, in the event of their submission, |fill confine them, 
send them to India, take hostages from them, reduce their pay, or, in 
short, what they have to expect from our clemency. 

Captain Mackenzie will verbally inform, you of the state in which the 
affairs appear to us here, as well as what we hear of those at Cabool. 
The leaders^ appear panic struck, and endeavour to raise reports of our 
inhumanity and unforgiving nature, the better to keep the lower orders 
from awaiting our approach ; they have, moreover, recourse to force 
wlien any of the clansmen show dilatoriness in moving. If the present 
overture fails, I understand that the Sirdar intends carrying his prisoners 
into the Ahmedzay country, and taking refuge in their strong-hold, till he 
sees the result of your operations against Cabool ; however every day 
causes him to change his resolution, as it brings fresh news from the 
different parties throughout the country. 

The Sirdar proposed to send Cai^taiii Mackenzie, as a person he trusted 
would act with justice towards him and his party, as well as for the ^ 
English. 

I have, &c., 

E. PoTTINGER. 

No. 306. — Maj(fr-Gcncral Pollock to Major Poitlmjcr, 

Campy Jellalahad^ April 26, 1842. 

Sir, — T he message from Mahomed Akbar Khan and other Chiefs has 
been communicated to me by Captain Mackenzie. 

Kindness and good treatment of our prisoners will meet with due con- 
sideration at the hands of Govcrnmejit, and the release of them much 
more so ; their release would also greatly facilitate further communica- 
tions between the Governments. 

If money be a consideration, I am prepared to pay into the hands of 
any one deputed by the Sirdar Mahomed Akbar Khan the sum of two 
lacs of rupees whenever the prisoners shall be delivered to me in tliis 
Camp. 

Security for the payment of the money will be given in the way the 
Sirdar may point out, the accommodation being mutual. 

Mahomed Shah Khan, Dost Mahomed Khan, and Kliojeh Mahomed 
Khan, (his brothers), to enjoy the advantages arising from their liereditary 
possessions. 

Speed is necessary to evince sincerity, the good faitli of the British 
Government is manifest. 

The other points conta||||||d in your communication must remain for 
future co^ideration. 

^ I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 307 . — Captain Lawrence Mr. ClvrKs Assistant, attached to 
Major ’•General. Pollock, to Mr. Clerk, * 

Peshawur^ April 25, 1842. 

Sir, — I have tlie honor to inform you that Rajali Golab Sing has 
consented to lend me .3,000 maiinds of atta, delivering them the day after 
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to-morrow at Ali^Musjid. Tins, witli the 2,000 maunds now being car- 
ried for us by the camels of the Sikh troops, will make up the amount of 
grain dispatched from Peshwaur, to be not less than 10,000 maunds, 
being double the quantity stated by Captain*Mackesoii as sufficient to 
relieve the troops at Jellalabad from their temporary difficulties. 

Colonel Bolton’s detachment marched this morning, and will be at 
Ali Musjid to-morrow. I follow them to Jumrood immediately, and 
shall accompany the column to-molrow. Yesterday I procured hostages, 
eighteen in number, from the Kokie Klieil and JMalik Kheil ; the latter, 
occupying the road beyond Ali Musjid, had hitherto refused to give 
hostages. 

I have, &c., 

II. M. Lawkence. 


No. 308. — Mojov- General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Camp^ Jellalahadf April 1842. 

SiK,— I have the honour to report that Captain Mackenzie will return 
this evening with my reply to the message received from Major Pottingcr. 
I have had a good deal of conversation with Captain Mackenzie on the 
subject of tlie nu'ssage ; he is of opinion, that although the name of 
Dost Mahomed has.been introduced as if most anxious for his release, 
that in reality the Sirdars have scarcely a hope that their wishes will be 
attended to j but that their anxiety as to the third proposition is very 
great ; that they are anxious to submit, but dread the climate of India, 
or a residence in London. Of this I was duly apprised before I wrote 
my reply.; it. was a point on whic4i I could not offer an opinion, but one 
on which Captain Mackenzie would undoubtedly be questioned. I have, 
therefore, instructed him to anticipate any question which might be i)ut, 
by being the first to say that the third proposition had been duly noticed 
by me, but that, at this stage of the affair, I did not consider it expedient 
to commit anything to paper, as the release of our prisoners would be 
the first* indication on tlujir j)art of good faith ; that being accoini>lishcd, 
I should be better prepared to listen to any future overtures from the 
chiefs. 

Tlwe was a fourth proposition or message, which was from Mahomed 
Akbar alone, delivered verbally to Captain Mackenzie, in the presence of 
jMajor Pottinger, but without the knowledge of even his eousin, Sooltan 
Jan. It related, as may be supposed, to himself and his own prospects, 
in the event of his submission. He instanced our treatment of Ameer 
Khan, who had long been our powerful ||femy, and wislied particularly 
to know what he might expect from our clCTnency, being willl^ to sepa- 
rate himself entirely from the faction now opposed to us. ms position 
is evidently different from the others. That he was the murderer of the 
Envoy, there cannot be a question ; and he evidently feels his guilt to be 
almost an insuperable bar to any terms frdm us ; but he also feels that he 
has possession of the persons of our countrymen, and that circumstance 
seem to hold out to bim a hope that his proffers of submission will meet 
with a favourable reception. 

I think there can be no doubt that the Sirdar will again address me 
through Major Pottinger or Captidn Mackenzie ; I shall therefore be glad 
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to be put in possession of the views of Government in fhis point in parti- 
cular with as little delay as practicable. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 309. — Mr. Maddoek to Major-Genaral Pollock. 

^ ^Allakuhad, May 15, 1842. 

Sib, — I am directed by the Governor-General to inform you that your 
letter, apjiarently communicating certain propositions from Mahomed 
Akbar . (referred to in your letter of the 28th ultimo) has not been 
received. 

2. If tliose propositions related to the exchange of prisoners, you have 
Ix^en already instructed as to the principles upon which, alone, sucli 
exchange can be made, in my letter of the 25th ultimo ; and you have 
])een inlbrmed by my letter of the 28th ultimo, that you may negociate 
for such exchange with a de facto Government. 

Tlie Govern or- General is at a loss to imagine what propositions, 
relating to himself, Mahomed Akbar can have laid before yon. That 
])crson is not only the acknowledged murderer of the late Sir W. Mac- 
nagliten, but he deceived and betrayed a British army into a position in 
which it was destroyed. ' 

4. It is not coiisivstent with the honor of the British Government to 
(‘liter into any terms for the making of a provision for so great a criminal. 
We. might engage to spare his life, if he were to fall into our hands, 
because it would be ditficult so to bring' him to trial as to protect the 
Government from a colorable charge of violently prosecuting an unwor- 
thy revenge ; but no more than this can be done, and this only, if he 
sliould proin})tly do all he can to repair the crimes he lias committed. 

I have; &c. 

T. 11. Maddock. 


No. 310. — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Jellnlahad, April 29, 1842. 

Sir, — I beg to state, for the information of the Right Honourable the 
Governor- Geii(‘ral, that a report has reached me of Tiraoor Shah Zadali 
having left Candaliar on his way to Cabool, although the report is not of 
such a nature that I can vouch for its truth. I think it very probable 
that the Prince may proceed Cabool on hearing of his father’s death ; 
and, liaving already heard from Eutteh Jung, I may expect to have a 
message from the eldest son, Timoor ; it is therefore in the expectation 
of such a communication that I beg to be informed of the intentions of 
Government, relating to the family of the late Sliah Sliooja. 

When 1 have received the instructions of Government on this point, I 
shall take the liberty of suggesting whatever may appear ' to me to be 
desirable as to the movements of this force. I hope I shall have afftlm- 
rity to move forward gradually, which, under existirtg circumstances, will 
have a much better effect than moving at once to Gundainuck, and then 
htilting a long period. 
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If, as I hope, it t)e intended that I should advance either this year or 
early the next, 1 would strongly recommend that two 18-pounders, with 
an ample supply of ammunition, be sent without delay. In this country, 
every town is a fortified place. The bullocks, for the battering guns, 
should be picked and of the best kind ; and, considering the diflriculty of 
the roads, to ensure efficiency, I would recommend a double set of 
bullocks. An artillery officer and men, with blacksmitlis and carpentens 
should .accompany the guns j and whatever guard may- be sent with them, 
instructions should be given for fatigue parties to accompany and assist 
the guns, to prevent their detention on the road. When the cattle are 
not only fatigued by a long march, but are kept from their food the greater 
part of the day, they very soon become unfit for any work. 

W^ith reference to tlie want of cattle with this force, I think it might, 
in a great measure, be remedied and with advantage, if Mr. Clerk wore 
authorized to purchase mules and yaboos in the Punjaiib. These animals 
abonnd in tJie Punjaub, and are of superior description ; they are very 
hardy animals and eat almost anything, whereas the camel of the Puu- 
jaub or of Ilindobstan (of which w’c must have some) does not thrive in 
this country. 

Camels of this country are sometimes procurable hert', but there are 
none at jiresent, for the alarm at the approach of this force seems to have 
driven every living creature to the hills — tliey are, iiowevor, now return- 
ing. In consequence of the absurd arrangement of hiring camels to 
Jellalabad and no further, I in common with many others am now dis- 
tressed for carriage, and it is difficailt to say how we can procure any. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bolton lost nearly 300 camels by desertion before he 
reached Peshawnr. 

If my proposal for Mr. Cl(‘rk to jiurchasc animals in the Punjaub be 
sanctioned a forward rnoveineiit even to Cabool might })e ettocted, if 
General Nott could move in coiutert. 

I hope, in a day or two, to have autlicntic information from Cabool of 
the state of affairs, which was not, by the last account, at all settled. 

I liave, 8tc., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 311. — Mr, Maddork to Mr, Buskhi/^ StTrdary to the Gorerrt- 
malt of Imlia, at Fort WilUam, 

Allahahady AJay 7, 1B42. 

Sir, — ^In transmitting to you the letter iram Major-General Pollock, 
'dated the 24tli ultimo, which encloses authenticated (JOj)ies of the several 
letters addressed in December and January last, by Captain Lawrence and 
Major E. Pottinger to Captain Maegregor, with rofenaice to the treaty 
entered into at Cabool, for s(‘cnring the retreat of the army, to that 
retreat, and the subsequent disaster, and to the condition of tfie hostages 
and prisoners in tlu? hands of the enemy, I am directed by the Governor- 
General to suggest to the President in Council that these documents, and 
all other documents relating to the conduct of the. military and political 
authorities at Cabool, during the last three months of 1841, and in 
January, 1842, should be now placed in the liands of some perfectly 
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impartial person, for the purpose of separating, as far '^s possible^ such 
documentary evidence as relates to the military oiiicers from such as 
relates to the political agents ; and submitting to the Government a 
report upon whicli may be founded any charges to be preferred against 
the former befort^ a court-martial, and against the latter before a court of 
enquiry. 

2. The Governor- Ckm oral is persuaded that the President in Coun- 
cil will feel with him that the selection of tlie })erson to whom these 
several doeuinents are to he submitted, and by whom such report is to be 
made, is a matter of the highest imjmrtance, with a view to the satisfac- 
tion of the public mind, as well as to the instruction of Government 
itself; and his Lordship suggests that Mr. Cameron, the Law Com- 
missioner, should be requested to undertake tlie otiic(‘. 

3. Tlint gentleman having no connection either with the military or 
civil s(n'vi(‘e, and being actcustoined to bring the powers of an acute and 
accurate mind to the considcTation of subjects with judi<nal impjirtiality, 
will he most competent to analyse tlie evidence, and to report upon it in 
a satisfactory manner. 

4. If Mr. Camca'on should be willing to undeTtake this office for the 
accommodation of the Government, the Governor-Cjencral suggests that 
the Presid(‘nt in Council sliould at once make jmblic the concluding 
})aragraphs (2ijd and 3d) of 31 aj or- Gen era! Pollock’s letter of the 24 th 
ultimo, and announce that the several documents therein numtioned, and 
all others relating to the subj(‘ct liave been placed in Mr. Cameron’s 
Iiands, for the pnrjiose of investigation and reiiort, upon which formal 
enquiry may be instituted. 

3. It is, in the ojiinion of the Governor- General, of mucli importance 
that no delay whatever should take place, or appear to take place, in the 
red(miption of the jiledge given by the Government in the notification of 
tiu‘ 4th ultimo, which acc-ompunied the despatch announcing the sur- 
render of GhuziuH\ 

(k The Governor-General has addressed a private letter to Mr. Came- 
nm recpiesting him to undertake the duty of so analysing the dociimouts 
relating to the disasters at CabooL 

I Iiaye, Jce., 

T. 11. M/U^dociv. 


No. 312. — The Gavenior-Genrral of fnclia to the Seeret 

Conaaittee. 

Allahabad, Jmie 8, A"e. 15, 1842. 

IJoNOB,ATn-E Sirs, — The short period which has elapsed since the date 
of my last letter to your Commi-ttoe, though not marked by any events of 
striking im])ortance, bearing on our relations with Alfglianistan, has still 
been productive of considerable changes in tlie position of affiiirs in that 
country, and in the ])rofipect of our early withdrawal of our armies from 
thence. 

2. I must refer your Committee to the various inclosures which ac- 
company this letter, which is a mere abstract of their contents, and de- 
al U 
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siiXned to ^ive yo\h in a small (•(>iifi]>a.ss, snoh information of importance 
as llicy contain. 

3. In the thirty-first paragraph of my letter of the 17th ult. to your 
Committee, I alluded to certain proposals wjii<di had been made by Ma- 
homed Akbar Khan, to JMajor-Ceiieral Pollock. Of tin* lialiire of these 
proposals, and the manner in winch they had been recadved by the Major- 
Cenera!, I was then luunformed, for tlie dcspatclios in which they wei'o 
reported had be('n forward('d by mistake to Cahaitta, and wore nut 
retarned from thence till after the despatch of the last inontirs mail. 

4. From these dueunients, and tlie further i;egotiiiti(m which has 
been carried on by Major-Cieneral Pollock for IIk^ release^ of the Ih’itish 
prisoners still in tln‘ ])()W(*r of Mahomed Akbar, it will be se{'n that the 
terms of Mahomed Akbav’s first proposal were, first, that we should witli- 
draw the greater pari t>f our army, «an(l Itave an agiait with a small body 
of troops, to act with some one chosen by the two contending parties at 
Cabool, and that we should rel<*ase Dost IMalioincd Khan. Secondly, 
that if wo detorinined to subjupate AHglianistan, tlu? issue of lliat must 
depend on the fortune of Avar ; but in the meantime tlie Pritish ])ris(>iuTs 
in Atigiumistan to be cxclianged for Dost 3IaIionied Khan, his iannly, 
and attendants ; and in the event of neither -of those i>ro])osal.s lu‘iijg 
agreed to, the Sirdar 31ahomed Akbar desinnl to be iidbruH^d what Terms 
would bi* granted to lihn and tlie other insurgent eliiefs on their submis- 
sion. 

5. The only point to wliicli 3Iajor-General Pollock referred in bis 
reply to these jn'ojTosals Avas that n'lntiug to the ndease of the Pritish 
prisoners, and, for this, he olfered to pay the sum of two lacs of riip(*es. 

6. From the reply, Avlii<-h 1 <iirected to be made to tlie Major-Cbme- 
ral, you will perceivfc that 1 eonld nut a})prove of the oiler Avliieli had 
been made to ransom the Pritish prisoners, ]»ut such oMcr having be(‘n 
made before the 31aJor-(5eiieral received I he Secretary’s ]ett(n' of April 
1?5, I could not refuse to sanction it, if any m^gotiaiioii should lane 
been brought to effect upon thal basis. 1 rigrettT'd tliat any necessity 
should have arisen of di})lomatic corn spondeiiee with ^lahuiued Akiiar. 

7. Your lioiiorable ( ’(nnmii lec will perceive tliat, snbseTpient t(T tlie 
opening of this nl|^otiatron, the allairs of C’aliool, wJuTe Futteh Jung, 
a son of the late 8]iah Shoojci, lind been raided to the thrones bv a pail.y 
headed by Anieen Oollali, Avbo is eoiisidered a chief not inimical 1o the 
British, and was opjiosod by another party lieaded l>y llie (diiefs of 
Barukzyes, ftdl into sueli a state* of disonha*, tliat 3'lali(micd Akbar was 
iiiAdted, or himself n'solved to repair to the capital, Avhere he Avas by the 
last accnuiits (Muployed in strengthening his party, and laying his plans 
to bring the prince Fntteh Jung under his own control, and to povssess 
liimselt of the Pala Ilissar, and all the wealth and property of the late 
Phali. 

<S. This altered state of his own prospects, led the Sirdar to send to 
Major-General Pollock a second series of proposals, couched in a far 
higher tone than the first. No official rcjiort on the subject, nor tie*- 
rcjily of the 3Iajor-GeneraJ to the last jiroposals, have yet reached me 
officially, but tliey aiipear to be, for the most jjart, (piite imulmissible. 

9, It appears, from the accounts that I have received from Cabool, 
tliat, although tlie Barukzye party succeeded in capturing some of the 
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small forts in the neighbourhood of the Bala 11 issar,» from wliich the 
garrisoit drew their i)rC)visions, their attempts on the f(>’*trcss itself provani 
abortive, and they were therelofe induced to enter into terms with the 
prince, through Anieeu Oollah, the ostensible object being to unite all 
Mussuhnans against tlie British power ; but the real object of Mahomed 
Akbar and the Barnkz3a\s being to obtain, eventually, ])ossession of the 
Bala IJissar, and the guns and munitions of war, and the treasure 
coutaiiud tluTein. 

JO. Meanwhile, Major-General Pollock’s force, amounting to upwards 
of about L‘.h0()0 men, lias i*einaiiied stationary at Jellalabud. It has been 
])revented from either moving forward, or of retiring, according to iny 
wish, to a more secure jiosition on this side of the Khyber Pass, 
from a deficiency of earriage-catths whicii has arisen from some fault}" 
arrangements in tlie Goinmissariat Dejiartmeut^ in arranging with the 
owners of camels, hired to aeeom})‘uiy the ditlcrent brigades of Major- 
General Pollock’s army, tliat tln‘y sliouhl be discharged on reaching Jell a- 
labad. I ho[)e tliat greater <iilici(‘ncy will now be introducicd into this 
i]('partment, a.nd that a siifiicieney oi‘ carriage-cattle will soon bo puslied 
on to *li‘llalabad. Th(» season is now, however, too far advanced to make 
it proliable that Major-G(»ueral Pollock* wall bo able to commence a 
retrograde movement for some months, and my intructions to him have 
])rovid(’d for tin* manner of em[)loyiiig his army if he should bo thus 
detained lieyond the Khyber Ihiss. Ae(‘ordIng to the latest accounts 
from Jellalaliad, the troojis there remained healthy and supplies of pro- 
\ isious wca'e coming in abundantly. 

Jl. ’\h)ur lionoralile-Gommittee’s attention will be particularly drawn 
to the interesting report, by Major-tbeueral Sir 11. Sale, of the siege of 
,J(‘llalabad ; and I need not press upon your notice the services of those 
'fflieers wdio are named and recomnnaided to distimdiou by the Major- 
tleueval. Tile able services of Cajjtain 3Iacgregor, the Political Officer, 
at Jellalabad, ha^ e been sp(jeial!y acknowledged by me on the occasion of 
my abolishing the office of Political Agent at that place, as no longer 
iieeessary. 

12. — Your honourable Committee wdll peruse w"ith deep interest the 
observalions of tlie late Major-General Klpliiu^^lone, # Major Poltinger, 
(.'a plains Maegn‘gor, Mackenzie, Conolly, aiid IMolmn Lai Lailea, native 
of ] liudoos(;iu, formerly in tlie scawic.e of Sir W. Maciiaghtcu and Sir A. 
Bmaies, on tiie. causes of the late insurreetion in Cabool. These papers 
1 have caused to be printed at a j>ress which has been attached to tlie 
odiee.of tiu' iiolilieM secretary of the Goveriunont of India, in attendance 
on me. They will be comimiiih'uted to Air. Cameron, to assist him 
in the <MKyiIry on wlueh he is empkwed ; and 1 shall send six copies along 
with this desjiateli tVir the use of your honourable Ca^iiiinittee. The 
Political Soeretary has attached a note to these papers to guard against 
an impression, wliieli the perusal of iheiii miglit otlienvisc create, ot the 
ineasur(»s whitdi arc said to have caused the insurrefdion having been 
Njiecifically sanctiont‘d and enjoined by llie Government of India. 

18, On the side of Caiidahar, the int<;rriiption of <'.ommunication by 
the Kqjiiek Pass has deprived rne of the inform?fction. which* T might 
otherwise have possessed, of tiie position of the army under Alajor- 
General Nott, aiffi of the jdans of that officer. 

ri R 2 
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14. The following items of intelligence are derived from private 
communications received by Major Outram, and sent, for my information, 
ill an unofficial shape. 

15. After tlie repulse of Major-General England’s brigade in the 
Pisheen country, near llykulzyi^, that officer retreated to Quettah, and 
commenced fortifying the lines and town of that name. To this measure 
Major-General Nott objected, as ealcnlated to jirodiiee an unfavourable 
impression ; and directed Major-General England again to advance on 
the Kojnek Pass, where he would be assisted against all oi)])Osition to his 
passage, with his convoy of treasure, anmmiiition, medicines, he. he., by 
a strong force, principally of Infantr}^ that was to be detached from 
Candahar, to meet him. Major-General England accordingly marched 
from Quettah on the 2()th of April, and although the enemy offered 
opposition nc‘ar th(‘ same ground where they had before sueeeetlcd in 
chocking his fuh ance, tluf’^opposition was easily o\ ercome, and the Major- 
General iierformed his march to Candahar with little furtlier intermption. 

IG. Major-General Nott, since the arrival of this reinforeernent, had 
resolved on the dispersion of the small parties of insurgents who remained 
attached to Prince Sufdur Jung, and a detachment had been sent out for 
the ]:)urpose, under the coinman^d of Lieutenant-Colonel Stacy. 

17. The Prince Tiuioor Shah, eldest son of Sliah Shooja, rianains at 
Candahar, detcrminccl, a])|)arently, not to make any eti’ort for tlic ass(‘r- 
tioii of his own rights of su(*<'ession, or to undertake any ojMU'alion on his 
own account without the full sanction and conscad. of the British 
Government. 

18. Major-General Xott coinpluiiis of the difficulty of procuring 
camels for the carriage of his army. 

19. Everything remained (juic t in the Giiilzio eomitry, and the garri- 
son of Kelat-i-Ghilzie was uiunoleste<l. The same obscTvation apjdies to 
the country near the riidinund and tin* frontiers of (liriskh. 

20. No effort had been made by tlu* authorities at Ib’rat, or the Can- 
dahar refugees, to add to our embarrassments at Ckuidabar, from the 
prc^ alcnce of tlKMiisiiiTection in that neighbourhood, and tlie interruption 
of the comiMuiiication between those provinc(‘s and Shawl and Siude. 

21. The councils of tin* young Chief, at Ivelat, have remained pacific 
and friendly to th(» British GovcTnineiit, and under the judicious arrange- 
ments of Major Outram, the tribes of Cutcln*(‘, and those bordering on 
tlie Bolan Pass, Iiave shown no symptoms of Iiostillty. 

25. The most frieiully intercourse continues to be maintained by Mr. 
Clerk, my agent on the north-west froati<T, and the Court of Lahore. 
The Maha Baja has himself proeec*ded to the westward, to give tlie weight 
of his own presence and intiuence, for tlie jmrpose ol* restoring order and 
discipline in his iriny. Discussions have taken place between The Sikh 
commanders, at Pesiiawuj*, and the British authorities, as to tlie positions 
to be occupied by tlie divisions of tlieir force which may pass the Khyber. 

26. The Maha Raja, Siiere Sing, apiwars to (uitertain a desircj to be 
put in possession of tlie fort and district of Jellalabad, on the British 
army finally evacuating that country ; and this rather with a view to the 
renown attending such an accession to his territories than from any well- 
considered views of**tJie consfHpiences of such an extension of his 
dominions. 
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27. Mr. Clerk has been authorised and instructed explain generally 
to the Maha Raja the line of policy which it appears to me expedient fur 
the future to adopt towards Atlghaiiistan. lie will inform his Highness 
that since the death of S)iah Shooja, and the present anarchy prevailing 
at Cabool, the tripartite treaty must be regarded as extinct ; but that I 
shall be prepared to enter into a new engagement with the Sikh state, the 
principal condition of which is that the Sikh Government will not 
acknowledge any ruler of Aftghanistan without the previous recognitiou 
of the British Government. 

27. Mr. Clerk is about to return to Lahore, where I have considered 

his presence to be highly desirable, while measures are in contemplation 
for the transfer of territory beyond the Khyber Pass to the Sikh Govern- 
ment, and while preparations are making for the eventual inarch of the 
large army under General Pollock’s command, ^roiigh the Maha Rajah’s 
territory. ^ 

28. Rajah Goolaub Sing, on leaving P(^shawur, proeocdiHl in the 
direction of Cashmere, to collect his forces and organize Ins ]>hins for flie 
defence of Ladakli, against the tiireafencd invasion of the Tibetan army 
from Lassa, by which Zarawur Singh was overj lowered. 

29. The ex Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan has been removed from 
Sahariunpore to jMussorie, for the advantage of the climate of the 
latter station. He has been suffering from fev(T, but is reported con- 
valescent. 

30. 1 have annouiu‘<Hl the intention of Government to form a large 
army of reserve in the Sirhind territory, af'ter the rains. 

3 1 . Tlie inclosuro to the document noted in the margin,* is a report from 
Major-General Sir U. Sale, K.C.B., detailing the ]>rogress of events dur- 
ing the long and perilous siege, sustained by tiui force under his command, 
at Jelhilabud. Major-GeiH‘ral Pollock brings to the notice of Government 
the gallantry evinced by Major-General Sir R. Sale, and liis small force*, 
(luring the above eventful period ; and several officers, both in the service 
of Her Maj(*sty and the honourable Company, wlio have distinguished 
themselves, are reicomrnended for honorary distinc'tions, or brevet rank, or 
both. A list of these officer’s wdll be found in the report of Sir R, Sale, 
adverted to above. The officers of all ranks, and soldiers of all Arms, 
European and Native, are likewise represented as generally and indivi- 
dually des(^rving of reward and eiKiouragemeiit. Major-General Pollock 
stat(;s that lie has had an opportunity of inspecting the works tlirowii up 
for their protection, by the indefatigable exertions of Sir R. Sale’s force ; 
and that his surprise at their strength and extent was only e([uulled by 
his admiration of the exc(dlent arrangement which must liave pervaded 
all departments : since, after a siege of upwards of live months’ duration, 
he found the garrison in excellent health and spirits, and in admirable 
state of discipline, with a good supply of ammunition, ready and anxious 
to take the field, and most willing to advance on Cabool. 

32. In the letter from Mohiiii Lai, the intelligent moonshee of the 
lat(i Sir A. Burnes, which forms one of the inclosures of the letter from 
Major-General Pollo(‘-k, of the date noted in the margin, t your lionoura- 


bcttejcs from Major-General Pollork, (\B., April 19, 1842. 
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ble Cominittoo wiK be })ut in possession of the manner in which the King* 
Shall Shoojah ool Moolk, was, on tlie 5th April) .treacherously murdercjdf 
by a son of I^awab Mahomed Zenian Khan. It would appear that IMncie 
Futteh Jung was placed on the throne of his deceased father on the 6th 
April, and that, at the same time, Nawab Mahomed Zemaii Khan also 
declared hinistdf to be king. J3oth parties collected adherents, but that 
of the Prince was the most nuiuerous and formidable, owing to his having 
come ill possession of the walth (said to be twiaity lacs, liesides a consi- 
derable quantity of jewellery) which had been lioarded up by the late 
Shah. Various are the coniliets ludween these two factions which are 
stated to have takim place at Cabool,* with varied success on both sides. 
Newab Zeman Khan, after having licaten Naib Ameen Oollali and tin* 
PoiMilzies, had oft'ered the croAvn io Mahomed Akbar Khan, he himself 
being content to )>e and again Mahomed Akbar Khan had made 

the same proposal to Prince Fiittch Jung, otlcringtobe Vizier under him, 
which proposition is said to have lioeii acceded to by the Prince, under 
ail apprehensioii that otherwise the Bala Hissar would be delivered up by 
Ameeu Oollah to Mahomed Akbar, and being at the time deserted by liis 
partizans, a few Aralis and about 1.500 Indians being all that were left 
in the Bala Ilissar. JMnee Fulteh Jung finding his position insecure, 
frequently urged on the British authorities at Jellalubad to advance wnth 
their troops on (i'abool ; but, tliougli willing to do so, Major-deneral 
Pollock has not found it practicable to move forward, for reasons which 
will be noticed in a sulisi'quent paragi^aph. The Major-General, hpwevi'r, 
seemed to doubt the sincerity of Prince Futteli Jung, as the negotiations 
which w'ere on foot at Cabool were said to be for the i)urpose of 
gaining time — whetlier they wmuld ultimately unite all parties, remained 
to be seen. He observed that the compact between Maliomcd Akbar and 
the Prince was a very unnatural one, and was enter(*d into by the Prince 
solely on account of Ills weakness. The eossids who brought the above 
intelligence reported that wdien all jiarties w^ere agreed, Maliomcd Akbar 
warald march a force against JelJalabad. This resolve appeared to form 
an article in every overtun^ made by Mahomed Akbar ; but the Major- 
General was of' opinion that h{‘ would hardly venture to try again his 
strength with the British troops, after the signal defeat he suslaiiied on 
the 7th April, from the troops under Sir 1^. Sale, which had caused great 
consternation among the rebels in Cabool, ])articnlar]y tlie Barnkzies. 
The utmost confusion and disunion was, from all accounts, prevailing at 
Cabool. 

33. The correS|)ondenee spi^cified in tlie margin* relates to the ease of 
the officers wdio w^ere serving witli the force under Major-General Pollock, 
and had been formerly in the service of the late Siiali 8o<>jah. The 
Major-General wished to lie infurmed as to what w^as the intention of 
Government in regard to them. He was informed accordingly that the 
several crops in the service of the late Shah Soojah could not be held to 
have survived that So^' 0 ^eigll, and that from the day of his death all the 
officers in question must be considered to have been jilaecd at his dis- 
posal, and could only receive from that day the pay and allowances which 
they would have received if serving in Affghanistan wdth the corps to 


From IMujor-Gcatral IVlIock, April 20, to ditto, May 19. . 
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which they severally beloiig in the service of the coinptny. As respects 
the [Native com missioned and non-conrimissioned oliicers and privates of 
the several corps late in tlie Shah’s service, their service was in the same 
manner considered to have ceased from tiie day of the Shah’s demise ; 
but the Major-General was authorised to issue to them the pay and allow- 
ances to which they would have been saverally entitled in tlie Shah’s 
service from that day, as a temporary arrangemeid. Tlie Major-tieneral 
was likewise apprised of rny desire to frame some satisfactory arrange- 
ment, by which the service of these men may be continued, should tiiey 
desire it. 

3-1. In regard to the advance on C/ubool, Major-General Pollock 
and his gallant forces were ready and willing to march anywhere, 
but a wajit of carriage, ctiUle and forage, have compelled him to 
remain stationary at Jc'llalabad. This ditlic^lty is ascribable to the 
misjnanageinent in hiring camels only to Jellalabad, and in luig- 
J(‘cting to make other arrangements, wliieh might liave prevented 
the embarrassment which ensued from their being engaged to go only 
to Jellalabad, imul be discharged there. In c<ujsequenee of this, 
and with a view to prevent a recurrence of similar inconvenience, 
his Excellency tlie Coiniuandcr-in-Chicf was addressed on the l.st instant, 
sagg;esting to his Excelleney the expedieiu^y of entrusting to some one 
olUem’ (out of the usual routine) the sole duty, and thus imposing upon 
him the sole responsibility of makiiig such purchases and hirings of camels 
ami Ollier animals ns may be required for tlio ellectual ecpiipment of 
Major-General l^ollock’s ibreos ; of pkicing all the ofiieers now employed 
for sueli purposes, whether jiolitieal or military, in communication with, 
and (for such puiquise) in subordination to, such chief oHicer ; and of 
(lirectiiig such chief ollieor to furnisli to his Excellency, to me, and to 
31 aj or- Gen oral Pollock, weekly returns of his proceedings. The name of 
31ajor-Gencral IJaltine, commanding at FcTozcporc, having been brought 
to my notice as a valuable and energetic officer, I iiintcd to his 
Excellency tliat, in tlic event of bis nominating either that officer, ortho 
Quartermaster General of the Arm\% I would be prepared to invest the 
officer selected wnlh the reipiisite aiitlioritv. 

3o. In the iiielosure of the letter from 31 aj or- General Pollock, dated 
1 2th 3Iay, will be found a copy of the instructions issued to that officer 
by his Excellency the Comniauder-iii-Chief, under date the 29th April 
last, as to the nioihj in wieh tlie retreat of the troops from Jellalabad to 
Peshawar was to be carried into elfcet, under my orders of the 19th 
April. On tlie 20th 3Iay, the 31ajor-General, in reply to the letter 
addressed to him on the 4th, again repesonted the difficulty under which 
ho laboured in procuring camels at Jdlalabad ; and, under the circum- 
stances stated, requested that he mig* be jiermitted to defer liis re- 
trograde movement until the month of October or November next. 
But you will perceive elsewhere* that circumstances, connected with the 
disorganization of tlie Sikli troops in the rear of our army in Affghanis- 
tan, make me more earnestly desire the speedy return of that army to the 
Sutlej ; and that, hi order to enable 3Iajor-Geiieral Pollock to meet any 


* Letters to Ooramandcr-iii- Chief, and G, G., Agent, N. W, F., 23rd 3Iiiy. 
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difficiilties in pro(fnring carriage and supplies, treasure to the amount of 
ten lacs has been directed to be sent to Jellalabad. 

36. A syce, who had been in the service of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Palmer at Ghuznee, had reached Jellalabad, and made the following 
statement regarding the destruction of the greater part of the force, 
which had been stationed In that fortress. Nine gentlemen* were 
prisoners in the citadel, and about 100 sepoys were kept in the neigh- 
bouring villages. The sepoys were induced to give up their arms, on 
Shumsoodeen swearing on the Koran that he would give them a safe escort 
to Hindoostan ; after which the Ghazecs commenced plundering them, 
when the sepoys fled and were either made prisoners or murdered. 
Lieutenant Lumsdcn and his wife were both killed on this occasion. 

37. Captain Colin Mackenzie, one of the captives with Mahomed 
Akbar Klian, \yas sent by that chief to Jellalabad, and was the bearer of a 
letter from Major Pottinger. The following is the purport of the message 
sent by Mahomed Akbar. In the first place, he wished to know whether 
the British authorities will consent to withdraw the greater portion of our 
troops, and leave an agent, with a small body of men, to act with who- 
ever the confederates may elect as chief (in which choice they proposed 
to be guided by the wishes of the two factions in Cabool), and he wished 
us to release his father, Dost Mahomed Khan. . Secondly, he proposed 
tlmt if the British Government has determined on subjecting the country 
and contintiiftg the war, the prisoners io Affghanistan be exchanged for 
Dost Mahomed Khan, his family and attendants, and that the issue be 
dependent on the sword. LavStly, that in the event of neither of these 
propositions being approved of, he wished to know what terms would be 
granted to himself and the Ghilzie chiefs individually ? whether we, in 
the event of their suVjinission, will confine them, reduce their pay, or, in 
sliort, what is it that they have to expect from our clemency ? The 
Major-General, in his reply, deemed it proper to confine himself to the 
release of the prisoners, and the terms on which that desirable object 
may be effected. Those t(;riTis were, that kindness and good treatment 
of the prisoners would meet with due consideration at the hands of the 
British Government, and the release of tliem much more so ; and that 
their release would also greatly facilitate further ccminiimications between 
the two authorities : that, if money be a consideration, the Major-General 
was prepared to pay into the hands of any one deputed by the Sirdar, the 
sum of two lacs of rupees, whenever the prisoners should be delivered to 
him. That the security for the payment of the money would be given in 
the way the Sirdar may point out, the accommodation being mutual : 
that Mahomed Shah Khan, Dost Mahomed Khan, and Khajah Mahomed 
Khan (his brothers) would enjojp the advantages arising from their 
hereditary possessions : and tliat tlie otlier points contained in the 
Sirdar’s communication, must remain for future consideration. 

38. In acknowledging this letter from the Major-General, it was 
observed that to the first of Mahomed Akbar’s propositions, it was incon- 
sistent with honour and safety to accede. 


* Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, Political Agent, Captain Alston, Lieutenant Harris, 
Lieutenant Pratt, I^ieiitenaut Barnes (blind from wounds,) Ensign Williams Eneigu 
Uicholbon, Doctor (name not known), Lieutenaut Crawford, Bombay Cavalry. 
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T)ie Major-General was fiirtlier informed, that under -paragrapli 13 of 
the instruetioiis issued to him on 24th February last, he was authorised to 
speak of the release of Dost Mahomed Khan, as an event which, under 
various contingencies of ciiTuinstances, miglit not be altogether impos- 
sible,’' and the death of Shah Soojah having evidently removed one obstacle 
to the release of Dost Mahomed Klian, 1 ex})ressed my regret that the. 
Major-General did not s}3eak of tliat event, at least in the cautious terms he 
was authorised to (‘injdoy. The tliir<l .proposition was clearly one to wliicli 
no reply c<3uld be made. I further oljKerv<jd, that the instructions of 
the 2oth April will have placed him at liberty to n(‘gotiate for a general 
<'\eliang(^ of prisoners, not exelmling Dost Maliomed Kiian, and expressed 
iny iiopc that he may have been enalded to conclude an arrangement 
n})on that basis* Tim Major-General was informed that should lie have 
]>I(‘dged himself to the payment of any mojiey for tlie release of any 
individual prisoner, under my previous instruetioiis of the 24tli February,' 
J would sanction the? same ; l)ui that after the n^ceipt by him of my orders 
of t lie 2oth April, he should adhere to tlie instriuUions they conveyed. 

I also stat(Hl, that 1 regretted the Major-General should have considered 
it to he nec(*ssiiry to liave any diplomatic communication with Mahomed 
Akhar Khan, in whom it was impossible to ])lace any trust. 

39. Captain Maetkenzie was sent a sectmd time to Jellalabad, with 
v(?ry (‘xlravagant ])ro])osa]s from Mahomed Akbar Klian, wliieh will be 
found detailed in a letter from Major Pottinger, forming irielosnre of a 
(Usni-oliicial communication from Major-General Pollock, dated the Btli 
May. Major Pottinger stated that Mahomed Akbar Kliau felt disap- 
pointed with the odor made to him regarding the release of the prisoners 
— especially as not receiving any reply to his own overture: and advo-^ 
euted, strongly the expediency, under existing circumstances, of concili- 
ating, and thereby causing the separation from the Mahomedan cause, of 
one of its most powerful branches, the GJiilzies. 

40. I regret to announce to your honourable Committee the deatli, 
on lire 23rd April, of Major-General Elphinstone, said to have bceu 
hastened ])y the fatigue and privations endured by him in his <!a])tivity. 
Tiu^ body of the deeeased General was sent to, and interred at Jellalabad. 
Two letters wdiich had Ixh'ii wn*itt(m by General EJ]>hinstone, the one 
daU'd at Cabool, 8th December, 1841, and the other at Buddeabad, 23rd 
Pebniary, 1842, (copies of which accompany this dispatch), were for- 
warded to me in a letter from Major-Geuerai Pollock, dated 27th April 
liJst. From tlie lirst of these, addressed to the Envoy and Minister, it 
will ))e perceived that Major-General Elphinstone had strongly advised 
a r(itreat I'roin Chibool under the critical position of affairs consequent 
on the outbreak at that capital. 

41. In the same dispatch from Major-General Pollock will be found 
certiiin questions j>ut by him to Captain Mackenzie, on the occasion of 
that officer’s embassy to Jellalabad, together with replies to them, regard- 
hig the lat<? disasters at Cabool. It will be observed in Captain Mac- 
kenzie’s reply to the fourth question, tliat lie denied the report, that at 
the interview between Sir W, Macnaghteii and Mahomed Akbar, the late 
Gaptjiin Trevor Jiad fired at the Sirdar : and he Confirmed what had 
hecome somewhat doubtful, that the late Envoy met his death by the 
hands of Maliomed Akbar himself. 
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42. In a letto from Moonsbeo IMohun Lai, dated Cabool, 9th May 
(iiudosed in a dis}){itcii fiom ^lajor-General Pollock, dated 15th May, 
No. 47), yonr lu)nourable Coinrr»ittee will observe that, notwithstanding the 
vigilance observed in strictly guarding ih^st jMahoined Khan within our 
provinces, it is alleged that he had found means to cormnunicato with his 
son Mahomed Aki)ar. Captain NicoKon has been informed of this 
circumstance, and desired that in case h<^ shall be enabled to iutercept 
any letters to or from Dost Mnhonu'd Khan, lie will transnfit them for 
my information, and furnish cojues (»f them to my agent on tlie north- 
wt'stern frontier. 

4il. I have dt'omed it necessary to relieve Ca])tain Maegregor from liis 
political duti(vs at Jellalabad, and have jdaced his s(‘rviccs at the disposal 
of Major- Gen era) Pollock. In connminienting this resolution to Captain 
Maegregor, 1 took tlu' opportunity of accoialing to liim my ajjprobation 
of the able and zealous manner in winch he laid discharged his duties as 
Assistant ]\>litical Agent. AMajor-ticneral Pollock was, at the same 
time, informed that in the (‘vent of liis having (Occasion for the services 
of any officer in tlie m^gotiation of any arrangement for the exchange of 
prisoners, or other duiics, his s(-'cre<ary, Sir 11. Shakespear, might be so 
t‘mi)loye(i. 

44. With n view to ke(‘p myself regnlarly informed of the state of 
the army serving in Afrghanistan, its moans of supply, mov(*ments, &c., 
31ajor-G (moral i^ollock was, on the 2,9th ultimo, ro(pu‘sted to submit 
periodical statements, furnishing the information retjuired, together with 
a report of the actual j)osition of the several parties in I'pper 
AtlgliJinistan. 

45. Tlie (locum(‘nts notes! in the hiargiu’'^ forwardt'd in a d(mji-(jfficial 
coinniiuiication from Ma jor Out ram, is a repoi’t from Major-Goueral Nott, 
commanding at Candahar, of his having (lis])ersecl a r(‘b(‘l ibree of 12,009 
men, of wJiicli one-fialf wutc wcll-momitcd cavalry, under the (.‘onnnaiid of 
Prince Sufdar Jung, and otheu* Aflghan Chiefs, to vvliieh allusion w'as made 
in iny last month’s disjiateh. 4'he enemy having appro.achcd close to 
Candahar, Major-General Nott. made* the lU'cessary arrangements for tla^ 
safety of tlie city, and, h'aving a garrison of about 2,(KM) nuMi in it, moved 
with the remainder of liis force again.-.t th(‘ enemy, who r(4ir(‘d as lie 
advanced. Tlu'v W(^rc driven lirst aemss tlie Turunk, and tluai across th(‘ 
Argmidab. Tlu;y would not allow tlie infantry to come in contact wdth 
them. On the Otii of March, tin* General got nc?ar enough to ()))en Ids 
guns njion the enemy witli great eflect, wIn'ii they w'crc soon broken, and 
lied. Tiie Major-General stales that want of good cavalry sav(?d them 
from being totally de.stroyed, and that they were* dis])ers(‘d in evaery direc- 
tion. During a march. (4' live days, opjiosed to the tuiemy, not a camel wa.s 
taken or a particle of baggage lost. Th(‘ conduct of the artillery and 
infantry was said to b(* excellent. During the Major-G{‘nerars absence, 
a strong detachment of the cinmiy made an attempt on the city, and 
succeed(^d in burning one of the gates, but tluyy w(tc rtpnlscd with grc'at 
loss, by the gallantry of tlie troojis in garrison under the command of 
Major Lane, of the 2nd Bengal Native Jnlantiy. 

40. Major llawKiison, Polilhral Ag(*rit at Candahar, stales, in a letter 


I'nnn Majtir CiehtM’al Neat, datod March 12. 
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(luted April, Unit Prince Sufdar Juno- had expressed*hilter repentance 
for wliat he had done ; bat timt if he would attain be* received into favor, 
he will go to Cabool, join his father (the late Shah Shooja), fight upon 
the side of the British Government, and after p(‘rforrning service in our 
behalf, look to restoration of our confidence in him. The Prince was 
expected to come in to (Colonel Stacy. 

47. In a despatch from the Political Agent, Siiidc and Btdoocliestan, 
dated 8tli of May, tiiat olfieer forwarded copy of a letter addrCsSsed by 
Major-General Nott to tiie Se<u‘etary to tlie Govern inent, on the 18tb of 
March last, the original of which had not reaciicd him. 

The following is a suininary of the position of Major-G(mcral Nott, as 
detailed in the rt'port adverted to : — The total amount of the force under 
Ids eomiuand was stated to be 7,000 of all tliearnis ( exedusive of sick and 
woiindeM), 700 of which wert* Chivalry of a V6*ry inferior description. 
The extent of the walls of the city is so consid(‘ra])h?, that he conceived 
a garrison of 3,000 men would Ik^ liandy suOleiciit for its defcn(H\ in the 
event of the troops being employed on distant o]5erations in the field, thus 
leaving scarcely 4,000 troops, including tiie (’avalry, to oppose the enemy, 
an I to guard a long train of provision and carriage-eatth;. The Major- 
(jieneral tluai ri'priNents the want of inonev (tro(>]»s and esiahlishmeiits 
at Chindaluir being four months in an-earh medicines for the siek, and 
ammunition ; for all these In* re]K-at(‘diy ajiplied in vain to the autliorities 
iii Sindo. Olui want of draught and baggage eatth* was also felt, 
without which no movenumt conlti take ])lac(‘, nor was tlmre inoiuiy to 
])ur(*hasc any. Th(‘ iMnjor-CJencral oliservcs, that an unnecessary alarm 
Inid l)(‘eii cri'ated rv'gardiug the position of the troops at Candahar, and 
of th(? strength ami ])ower of the enemy, and tliat if he had been rein- 
forced witli a single regniiefit ol* (‘.avalry, ho is confident that lie could 
long since bav(‘ tiMmpiillized or suJalmMl the rclxillions feeling in the 
provinces dependant on CJaiulahar ; and that a \'ei*y few additional troops 
from Sindc, to garrison (lamhdiar, would iiave set him free from his pre- 
sent diflicult position, and have enabled him to march to Cilhnzm-ie and 
('alioo! ; Imt altliongh six montlis liad elajised since tie' outbreak at that 
city, no aid of any kind had been st^nt to him. 4'iie Major-Gcxicral adds, 
ti at Princ.e Timoor, tlio eldest son of tlu^ late Shah Slioojah, appeared to 
be sineerely attaclu'd to the British Government : that he had formed no 
party, and that he possessed no iidliu'nee in the country. 

IS. JMajor-Cbmeral Nott n’jiorted furlhe.r, that he had frequent com- 
munications with th(‘ garrison of Kelal-i-Gliilzie, which was well supplied 
witli provisions and water, and that he had no intention of Avithdrawing 
the troops IVom that tiost for the ])r(jseiit. 

49. Jn reference to the measure indicated in tlu^ d(*spatch of !?Ist of 
April, to the luldn'ss of Major-General Nolt, Major Outram^" forwarded 
extracts from his demi-oflicial communications of tlie 2nd and 6th of 
damiary last, to the Private Secretary to tne late (sov^'rnor-Genf'.ral, cori- 
taiiiing his opinion of the policy it would be necc'ssarv to adopt with res- 
pect to the jiriiieijiality of Ktiat. Major Outram is of ojuriion, that in 
tiie event of our retirement from Candahar, jiecimiarv aid should lie sub- 
stituted for military support to the Khaiiat(‘ of K^ldat, whkdi may be 

^ Letter dated tfth May. 

ss 2 
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gstiinated at one find a half lac annually, and that it could be so arranged, 
in the shape of commutation for tolls, and remuneration for ])roteotlon of 
merchandise throughout the Khan’s territory, as would prevent any objec- 
tionable appearance to such arrangement. Should it be resolved to 
abandon the Kelat territory entirely, Major Outram would advocate tlui 
assumption, by tlie British Government, of the entire management of the 
whole of the Sukkur and Shikarpore districts on fair terms to the Ameers, 
as the means of rendering our power on the Indus invulnerable. 

50. I deemed it proper to direct Major Outram, that with reference 
to tlie relative positions of himself and Major-(ieneral Nott, whenever 
his corres])ondenee embraced matters of a political nature, be sliould 
communicate it llirongh the Major-treneral. 

51. The follow ing are scraps of intelligence gleamed from JMajor Ont- 
ram’s communications. 

52 . Major-GeiK ral England’s otduuiii was expected t(» enter Gandahar, 
©n the lOtli of May. 

53. Colonel Stacy intc.nded to move, on the l!2t]» of May, with his 
brigade to Char 8liukkiii% sonic 35 miles from Candahar, to br(‘ak up the 
Gazee camp, and to destroy some of tlu‘ir most notorious v illag(‘s. 

54. Major-General Autt intended going with w'liatmer force lie could 
carry supplies for, in sujijiort of 3Iajor-General J\dU)ek. 

55. Everytliing w^as stated to be quiet in tlic Ghilzie country. 

56. From the dig(‘st of intelligence furnished pta-iodically by the 
Political Agent in Sinde and Beloocliistan, the following items are trans- 
ferred to this^ letter for your honourable Com mitt(?e’s information. 

From 2d to Hth of May, 

Major-General England lias earried tlie heiglijs at Ilykul/i(‘, on the 
28th of April, the em'iny s<*areely attemjiting n*sistane(‘, and only ten 
b(4ng wounded on our side, among wdioiu was an ollieer of (aivalrv, 
Ashburner. 

From 16th to 22d of May. 

Toork Ali, leadtir of the Jek ranees, had int(‘reeded for bis pardon, and 
fer his re-employinent in the service of Government ; to which the 
Political Agent had replied, that he would be pardom^d and allowed to 
pe-occu})y bis estates on making good the jilumler lie carri(;d away wddi 
him, on his first fliglit to the hills, but that, alter his repeated and last 
glaring breach of tnist, he could not be rc-adinitte<l into the s(‘ivice. 

57. The Bolan Pass eontimi(‘d unobstructed, and trampiillity pr(.‘^ ail- 
ed throughout the whole of Sinde and Belixieliistan, the frontier of tin 
latter being no longer agitated by the (‘iideavours of the Atighaii rebel 
leader, Mahomed Sadeeg, to (*scite disturbances within the Ivelat te rrito- 
ry. All the chiefs of tlic neighbouring tribes, lately eoiieerued with Ma- 
Iiomed Sadeeg, wore endeavouring to make their peace with the British 
Government, 

58. The correspondence noted in the margin, relates to the renlo^ al 
of Lieutenant Ilammersley, from his political duties in Shawl. In the 
letter from the political agent wall be found d(;t ailed circumstances, 
which he hojied W4Hild induce me to suspimd the measure, until an 
enquiry had been instituted as to the exliMit of the Ilykulzic^ defences, 
and the ]>robable time that may have been occupied in their constrUctiou, 
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To this ro(‘Oinmoi)(iiitiou of tlic Political A^eiit 1 did not thiok it j)roi)f‘r 
to acquiesce, but as the corps (4 1 St Native lufaiitrv ) to which Lieute- 
nant Hainniersley belongs, is at Gorriickpore, 1 authorised JMajor-(ienei*al 
Nott to employ that ofticer in such military duties as he may think fit, 
pending the receipt of orders from his Excellency the Cotumander-in- 
Chief ; and directed that, during* his employment in sueli duties, lieute- 
nant ITammersley will be authorised to draw the same allowances as any 
other otficer of his rank, serving with his regiment, above or below the 
passes, as the case may be, and no more. 

(iik In his letter of the J6th May, Mr. Clerk, agent on the north- 
west frontier, reported tliat he was using every exertion to ap})ly the 
means of the Sikli Government, in men and money, to maintain the i>as- 
sage of the Khyber Pass ; and expressed Ids Oi)iiii(>n tliat it should rest 
with Major-Cieueral Poll(H*k to discrindnate what portions of that duty 
should be assigned to the Sikhs, what to the Political Agent under him 
for negotiatioii, and what to the troops newly ent(;rtaiiied by him ; and 
lie suggest(‘d that the JMaj or- General should be authorised to direct as 
many more nuai, such as those under Captain Thomas (Jezzaihiiet's) 
as he thinks projier to la^ raised. In rcjdy, J directed Mr. Cderk to be 
referred to tlie orders of the loth March last, aildressed to the Comman- 
der-in-Cld(‘f, in which his Ex<x‘llen<*y was informed that tlu^ Government 
could not sanction of an advanec'd position beyond the Kliyl)(‘r Pass by 
Major-G(!neral Polio(*k, uidess he w(Te satisfied that he could, without 
depending upon tlu* fbrb(‘arauce of the tribes near tin* I'ass, and without 
dtqieuding upon th(‘ ability of the Sikh cldefs to restrain their troops, feel 
assured that la* could by bis own strength overawis or overcome, all who 
may dispute the Pass, and keep up, at all times, liis eommuiiicatioii tvith 
Peshawur and th(‘ Indus. I further observed to Mr. Clerk, that llie 
recent insubordination of tin* Sikh troops had, in one important jioint, 
sliowij the correctness of the opinion expressed in tlu* orders quoted, and 
had iii(‘reased my desire to see the troops under Major-General Pollock 
again in possession of easy and certain comiimnieatioii with India ; an 
object wbieb 1 had no doubt but tlie Major-Cieiieral would endeavour to 
cHect at the earliest possible period. Mr. C4erk was also informed that, 
Major-General l\)l lock was already empowered to add to tlie irregular fore<‘ 
under his command. 

(>4. With reference to my instructions of tlie 24th and 17th of April 
last, Mr. Clerk stated, in a letter dated the IStii of May last, that the 
Lahore Government had evinced considerable desir(‘ to rieeive possession 
from the Pritish Government of either Jellalabad, <>r Cabool, or liolh ; 
but that before engaging definitively to hold .lellalabad, the Durliar wiis 
anxious to ascertain the views of the Jlritish Ciovernment for tlu‘ final 
adjustment of the entire Aflghaii question. Mr. Clerk added that' at 
present, the thought most occiqiying the Maha Rajah, was the position of 
the Sindhanwala Chiefs. There is nothing which his lligluK'ss Would at 
present feel so great an obligation, as the restraining tliose Chiefs from 
creating commotion in Ills army and their renewing their allegiaiiee on 
l)erfectly submissive terms to the throne. The luixt present object to the 
Maha Rajah, was to ascertain what may be plans of the Rritish 
Government regarding Atlghanistan for the fiitnn', with a view to acquire 
the renown of some possessions there, but in particular, to give employ- 





ment and divcrsi(^h to p()rtioiis of Ids largo army. The first present 
object (continued Mr. Clerk) of the minister’s anxiety, was the critical 
position of his dominion in Ladakh ; and in so iar as this places Cash- 
mere in jeopardy, the Ma ha Rajali was also dissatisfied witli the reports 
that were received of lh(‘ hostiU^ intentions oi* the Chinese authorities 
and the rebeUio)i of the Ladakliees instig*a1ed by tliein. 

Mr. Clerk added, that beibre leaving the (’ourt at Lahore, ])re])arations 
wore making by the Malm Majab for an e\j)laimtion of my entire views 
in regard to Afiglianistan, and by the Hajali (Minister) for an oj>inioii of 
the point to wdiicli tlie Ilriiish Covennnent would tolerate Chinese 
ineiirsions before co-operating with the Sikh Government to drive them 
back. Mr. Clerk was iiiformed in r(‘j)ly, that tin; letter addressed to liim 
on the IGlli of May will have placed liiin ir. ])osse>sion ot‘ my views u})()ii 
the subject of tlie tinal adjustment of tlie Afighanistan (piestion ; and 
that he was thereby instructed to bring the Imhore GovernnKMit to enter- 
tain similar views, namely, that the future o])jeet and the ])oliey of the 
two Governments should be, to maintain Afiglianistan in that state in 
whlcdi it may be unable to do anything against us, and that the viMonary 
design should be forogom^ of plaeing it in a stati‘ in which it should 
possess power, and be content to us(‘ it against invaders from tlu^ \V(*st, 
without entertaining any designs of ambition against its neighbours in 
the East. 

Go. On the IGth of May 3Ir. Clerk transmitted an account of acts of 
iiisubordi nation which ba:l talom place amongst the Sikh troojis at 
Peshawur su])se(pieiit to tin* d(‘]iart.urc of Uaja, Golab Sing, and stated 
tViat tlie cause of so large an army being kept at l^eshawur was to be 
found in the irregular longings so oiten manifesteii by tli(^ Lritisii 
authorities to olitain possession of that jirovima*. In reply, 1 observed to 
Mr. Clerk that the uceouut forwardi'd by Itiin bad given me nmeh 
dis{[iuetude ; and that I liavi? always viewed witli mneh nneashu'ss tlu' 
])resence of a Sikh foi-i-e so unnecessarily large at P(‘shawiir, and that, J 
would be glad to see it diminished. 1 aLo (‘xpressed my surjirise at the 
cdHsr^ stated liy Mr. (ilevk, of the Sikh army l)(‘ing so nmnenins at 
Peshawur, and autliorised him exjiressiy to give to tlui Malm Ilajah rny 
assurances that my Govia'iinuMit entertaiiH'd no wish to poss(‘ss, or occupy 
any yjortion of llis lliglmess’s dominions, and was only (h'sirous that llis 
lligliiiess should long retain them all in honour and pros]>crity. 

GG. Ill a subse([uenl letter, dated th(‘ 21st of May, iMr. CIitI; report, (‘d 
that the Laliorc Government Imd issued onh'rs for a disjiosition of its 
forces on the indns frontier, hy wbieli so many of its troops as wen^ now 
assembled at IVsIiawur, would not for the present remain tluTo, In 
reply, I expressed my regrc't that be did not state lor wlmt place, and for 
what objects, the Sikh troops liave been ordered to leave Peshawur. 

G7. With another l(*lter of the same date, (21st of May.) Mr. Clerk 
forwarded a co})y of one addn^ssed by him to iMajor-General Pollock on 
the 18tl), informing Jiiin, with nderenee to the instructions of Govern- 
ment of tluj 3rd ol* May, that the Sikh Governmeiil was not prepared to 
accept the occupation of Jellalabad at present, but that should the Major- 
General be absolutelj^ witlidrawing from Jellalabad to India, he thought 
ilio Sikhs wmuld accept the post. Mr. CJctIv stated that he Imd not him- 
self o]>eucd any ii(.‘gotiatioii with the Sikii Durbar on this subject, as ho 
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tiid not believe llitit, with the negotiations pending in tJie Major- Gen erafs 
front, he would withdraw, or that, if such causes did not detain him, he 
(!ouhl now withdraw with due regard to considerations relating to the 
health of his troops. 

68. On the receipt of the foregoing letter, F caused Major-General 
P<dl6ck to l)(^ addr(\sscd, that I did not suppose that he could have inis-- 
understood the instructiojis of 29th April, is.siuul to him by the Commau- 
der-in-Chief, wliit^li relati^tl'to negotiations for the release of the prisoners ; 
but that if tlie observation in Mr. Clerk’s hitter to him of 18th May had 
been sudi'red to })ass in silence, that silence might have appeared to be 
acquiescene(‘ in a wr{)ng interpretation, and lie might possibly have been 
so misled into ado]jting it. 

(i9. On the 2drd ultimo, the reipiisite instructions were issued for a 
disjiatch of 10 lacs of treasure to Major-Generrd Pollocrk, to enable him 
to meet any dillicu!ti{‘s in procuring carriage and supiilies, in the jiresent 
disorganized slate of the Sikh army, in his mu* ; ami, in addressing the 
Cominander-iii-Chief on the subject, I reiterated my cari|^st desire for 
the speedy return of Major-(h'ner:il l^oii(H‘.k\s army to the Sutlej. 

70. In the circuhu* order issued by my orders on tlie 2btli ultimo, of 
whicl) a copy is liereunto aniH‘X(Ml, your Honourable Committee will 
oliserve that 1 d(‘(?me(l it expediemt, umler t‘xisting circiimstauces, to 
impress upon ovei*y odiet'i* (mujiIovcmI eitluT in the military or political 
sei‘vic(‘ of (Jovernmeut, the ncees.'^ty of jin^serving ahsohile secrecy in 
all matters of a military or political nature wiiicli may olhcially come to 
his kiiowliMlge. 

71. On tlie 2f)lh ultimo, Mr. C’lerk was desired to aeipiaint the Maha 
Rajah Muth luy intent ion of assembling an army of reserve upon or near 
the Sutlej, at the end of the rainy season. 

1 liav(‘, 8cc., 

Ellknssorovgu. 

IhS. — T have tliis day naajived two disjiateaios from Major-General 
Pollock, dated the 2.>th ultimo, with one of whicdi wuus transmitted a 
rep'ort from Cabool of tlie progress of ali'airs at that phu'e up to the 22nd 
ultimo, w hen tlie l]a>*ukzy(! jnirty was making strenuous efforts for tlic 
ca])tur(^ of the Rahi ilissar. TIk^ Major-Generars other lett(a* represents 
the diliieulties which would attend a retirement from Jcllahibad at the 
pvrs(mt season. 

1 have also this day received a dis]>ateh from Major Outram, dat(?d tlie 
28th ultimo, containing iurormation from Candahar to the 10th ultimo, 
with an jntiination of tetters up to the loth ultimo iuiving been received 
IVoin thence. 

A translation of a letter from Prince Timoor to my address has been 
received in the same ])acket. 


No. ol3 , — Notification. 

Allahaha(l.i 3 /( 7 ^ 26 , 1842 . 

The Right Honourable the Governor -General of Jndia has been pleas- 
ed to direct the publication of the annexed copies of the dispatches from 
Major-General Pollock and Major-General Sir K. {Sale, K.C.13. 
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No, 314 . — General Pollock to the Secretary to the Goeern^ 

meut of India, 


Cam]), Jellalabad, A[iril 19, 1B42, 

Sir, — T have the Iionor to forward a letter from Major-General Sir Ro- 
bert Sale, K.C.R., detailing the progresws of events daring tlie long and 
})erilous si(‘go sustained by the force under his command. 

Tlie gallantry of the Major-Cknieral and his 'small force are too well 
known to Government to re<|nire any commendations from me, but it is 
very pleasing to me to bo the channel through which their many trials 
are brought to the notice of the Jiight Honourable the Governor General 
of India in Council. 

1 liave had an oj>j)ortunity of inspecting the works thrown up for their 
])roteetion by the indefatigable exertions of Sir R. Sale's force, and my 
siiquise at tlieir strength and extent has been only eqna!l(‘d by iny admi- 
ration of the excellent arrang-ements which must liavij pervaded all depart- 
ments. since, JH^er a siege (]>y greatly superior numbers) of upwards of 
live months’ duration, 1 Hud the garrison in excellent h(‘alth and s]Mrits, 
and in an admirable slate of diseipline. with a good sii])ply of ammnni- 
tion, ready and anxious to take the liehl, and most willing to advanee on 
Cahool. 

I liave, kv.. 


Gi:o. Pollock. 


No. olo. — J\I(fJor-GearnfI Sir Jtoheti Sale to the Secretary to the 
Govcniinuft of India, 

Ji'Ualahud, April IG, lS-12. 

Sir, — The relief of this plaei* having Ix'iai at length ellccted by the 
victorious advance through tin* passes of Khvber ol‘ the army under 
'Major-General Pollock, C.ik, 1 coneeivx* that J owe it to tln‘ troojis who 
have so long fornuM tin; garrison here to address to you a I’epiirt, which 
may eonv(‘y some notion of tlieir eonllicts, and tlie severity of their duties, 
labours, and })rivations. It has before been made known to the Govern- 
numt, tliatl reached Gundamuck on the 3(Hh of October, 1841, inuler 
instruct ions from the authorities at Cabool, and t.liere received intel- 
ligemu; of the breaking out of a terrilic, insurrection at the Atlglian 
(aipital, oil the 2d November. My r(4 racing my steps on that city was, 
in a military sense, impracticable, since the first inevitable sacrifice would 
liave lieeii of the lives of 300 sick and wounded, whom I could not have 
left in dcqiot with the treasonable Irregulars at Gundamuck, whilst my 
cattle was unequal to the transport of my caniji eijuipage, and my ammu- 
nition insutiicient for j>rotra<!li*d operations. In the position which 1 
eee.upii'd, I could not absolutely command a day’s jirovisions or even 
wat(>r, and should have been hemmed in on every side by hostile tribes, 
amounting to 30 or 40 thousand men, part of whom might have seized 
dellalabad and reduced it to ashes, or, holding it, have left me no alter- 
nativi; hut a disastriius retreat towards Peshawur. I tlierefore came to 
tlu‘ resolution of anticipating any movement of this kind, and, by possess- 
ing myself of this city, cstablisliing a jioint on which the force of‘ Cabool 
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might retire, if hardly pressed, and restoring a link in'^.lie chain of com- 
munication with our proviiices. Two marches bronglit me, aOcr a suc- 
cessful contest at Futtahabad, to Jellala])ad. My breaking up from Gun- 
dainiick was followed b}^ the immediate defection of tiie irr<‘gulars there, 
the destruction of tlie cantonimmt, and a general rising of tlie tribes, I 
found tlie w'alls of dellalabad in a state which might liave justified despair 
as to the possilnlity of defending them ; the enceinte was far too exten- 
sive lor my small force, embracing a circumferenc('. of uj>wards of !i?,300 
yards. Its tracing was vicious in the extreme ; it liacl no parapet 
excepting for a few hundred yards, wliich there w^as not more than two feet 
higli, Karth and rubbish had accumulated to such an extent about the 
raiiii>arts, that there were roads in various diia^ctions across and over them 
into the eouiitry. There was a space of 400 yards together, on whicli 
none of the garrison could show tliemselves, <‘\ce[>ting at one spot ; the 
population within was disuffeeted, and the whoh' enceinte was surrounded 

i) y ruined forts, walls, inos<pies, tombs, and gardeiis, from which a fire 
could lie opened ui)on tlu‘ defenders, Jit tw(‘nry or tliirty yards. 

The garrison took full jxsssessiou of the town, in such a slate, on the 
morning of the It^th of iSovannber, and. in the course of the day, the 

j) laco, and detaclied hills liy which on one side it is commanded were sur- 
rounded and snrinountcHl by a force of not few(‘r 1 han -5, 000 insurgents. 
A general attack, on tlie 1 llh of Noveuilicr, riihh'd us of llu^o orn'inies, 
and a similar array, lirouglit ’against us a fortnight aflerw'ards, was dissi- 
))[ited, by a second sally, on llu‘ 1st of December. Ihil wt* had seized the 
town, liaving in our possession not (juit(i two days’ jirovisions and com 
for our men and Imrses. ami belield tlie arduous task before us of striving 
to render tin; w'orks (hfensible, and collecting suj>j)l?es for onr magazine 
from the ufulst of a fanatical and infuriated ])eop!o. wiili very narrow 
means, in the way of treasure, to purchase them. I ap})oiiited Captain 
llroadfooi, of Siiah Soojah’s Sappers, Garrison Engima^r, and Captain 
Abbott, of the Avtillcry, Commissarv of Ordnance. Captain Maegregor, 
Political Agent, g:iv(' me the aid of Iiis local ex}>crience, and through Ids 
iiiduence ami measures our Dak commiiuication Avltli India was restored, 
and a great (punitity of grain collected, whilst tlie unremitting and almost 
incredible labours of the trooiis, ai<ie<l by the zeal and science of Captain 
Eroadfoot, ])ut the town in an cfiieient state of defence. Captain Abbott 
made the artillery dispositions in the ablest manner, and used every exer- 
tion to add to, and eeommiizt*, onr resources in the wmy of gun and imis- 
qiiet annmiidtion, in both of wliieh rve were deficient for the purposes of 
a siege. Lead and powder wmre ])rocured in and about Jell alabiui, and a 
qnautity of cartridges discovered in an old magazine, and thus the troops 
coinjileted to 200 rounds ])er man. It is to be remarked, that 1 might, 
in the second week of Koveinber, have marched upon Fesh Dolak, relieved 
Iforn investiiKiiit tl*e corps of Jezzailehees under Captain Ferris, and with 
it operated a doubtful retreat, upon Pcsiuavur. Ilut I felt it to bo my 
duty to give support to the last uioment to our troops, struggling against 
their numerous eueiiiies at C’abool, and luaiutaiu for them a point on wliich 
to retreat and rally, if they met with reverse. 

On the 9th of January, I was suiiimoiied by the fenders of the Affgh- 
‘Ui rebellion to give up tlio place, in fulfilment of a convention entered 
into by the Political and Military Authorities at Cabool ; bat, as I was 
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fully assurcMi of tke bad faith of our enemies^ I refused to do this ; 
and on the 13th received the melancholy intelligence of the disastrous 
retreat of our troops from the capital, and their annihilation in the 
Ghilzie defiles, by the rigours of the climate, and the basest treachery 
on the part of those in wliose promises they had confided. Almost at the 
same time it became known to us that the brigade of four regiments, 
marched to my succour from IJindoostan, had ht»eii beaten iu detail, and 
forced to fall back upon Pesliawur : my position was most (critical, and 
I might, wliilst our enemies were engaged in plundering the force from 
Cabool, have attempted, and perliaps etiected, tliough with heavy loss, a 
retreat across Khybcr, but 1 resolved, at all hazards, on not relinquishing 
my grasp on the chief tow»i of the valley of Ningrahar, and the key of 
Eastern Affghanistan, so long as I had reason to consider that our 
Government desired to retain it. The discouragements of my garrison 
at this raoment were very gr<‘at, tlieir. duties most severe, tiieir labours 
unceasing, and the most insidious endeavours made by the enemy to 
seduce tlie native portion of tliein from their allegiance. But their hde- 
lity was unshaken, and their serenity amidst labours and )>rivatioiis 
unclouded. With reference, hoAvever, to tln^ state of fanatical excite- 
ment and national antipathy which ]>revail(M:l arouiul ns, I had be(Mi (.'om- 
pelled, as a measure of prudence, to get ri<i, lirst of the cor]>s of Rhylx'r 
rangers, and next of the detachment of Jezzailchees, and a few of the 
Affghan sappers, and a body of llindoostaiiee gunners, who had formerly 
been in the employment of Dost Mahomed Khan, Works had in the 
mean time been completed, of which th(i annexed reports and jdaiis of 
Captain Broadfoot contain ample details. Generally, 1 may state, they 
consisted in the destruction of an iininense (juantity of cover for the 
enemy, extending to the demolition of forts and old wadis, tilling up 
ravines, and destroying gardens and cutting duwm groves, raising th(^ 
parapets to six or seven feet high, repairing and widening the ramparts, 
extending the bastions, retrenching three of the gates, covering the 
fourth with an outwork, and (‘xcavating a ditch, ten fet't in de])th and 
twelve feet in width, round the whole of the walls : the ydace w^as thus 
secure against the attack of any Asiatic enemy not i)ro\ ided w ith siege 
artillery. 

But it pleased Providence, on the 19th February, to remove in an 
instant this ground of (‘onfidenee. A tremendous earthquake shook 
down all our ])arapets built up with so mu(;li labour, injured several of 
our bastions, cast to the ground all our guard-houses, demolished a third 
of the town, made a considerable breach in the rampart of a curtain in the 
Peshawar face, and reduced the CabtM)! gat(3 to a sluqxdess mass of ruins. 
It savours of romance, but it is a sober fact, that the city was thrown 
into alarm, within the s])ace of little more than one month, by the repeti- 
tion of full one hundred shocks of this terrific phenomenon of nature. 

The troops turned with indefatigable industry to the reparation of tlieir 
walls, but at the moment of* the great convulsion, Sirdar Mahomed Akbar 
Khan Barukzye, the avssiissin of the late Envoy, and treacherous destroyer 
of the Cabool force, having collected a body of troops, flushed with a 
success consummated by tl»e vilest means, had advanced to Murkhail, 
within seven miles of our gates. * He attacked our foraging parties iVith 
a large body of horse on the 21.st and 22nd of February, and soon after, 
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csiilblisliing liis head-quarters to the westward, two from the place, 
and a secondary camp to the eastward, about one miie distant, invested 
the town, and established a rigorous blockade. From that time up to the 
7th of April, the reduced garrison was engaged in a succession of skir- 
mishes with the enemy, who, greatly superior in horse, perpetually insulted 
our walls by attacks and alerts, and compelled us daily to tight at disad- 
vantage for forjige for our cattle. The most remarkable of these affairs 
were those of the cavalry under Lieutenant May no, commanding a detach- 
ment of Shah Shooja’s 2nd cavalry, and Jemadar Deena Singh, .5th Light 
Cavalry, already reported ; a sally under Colonel Donnie, C.B., to defeat 
a siispect(!d attempt of the enemy to drive a mine, on the 11th of March ; 
th(^ repulse of an assault upon the transverse walls to the northward of 
tlie place, on the 24tli of the same month, by detachments under Captain 
Broadfoot (who was severc'ly wounded), and Captain Fenwick, Her 
Majesty’s L‘3tli Light Infantry ; the capture of bullocks and sheep by 
JJiUitoiiant Mayne on the 30tli and 31st of January ; and by the seizure 
of large Hocks of the latter, in the face of Mahomed Akbar’s arni}^ by a 
Ibrce of infantry under Captain Pattisson, Her Majesty’s 13th Light 
In Ian try, and of cavalry under Captain Oldfield, on the 1st instant. 
T/i(;se successes w(*re crowned by Providence by the issue of the brilliant 
and decisive attack on the (^amp of the Sirdar, on the 7th instant. 

1 hav(» to notice, as a measure of defem^e, my having enrolled as a 
j)rovisional battalion a large body of our camp followers, and armed them 
with pikes and other weapons. On all occasions of assault and sally, 
these men were available to make a show upon our curtains, and I have 
pledged myself to them to recommend to Government that they should 
enjoy all the pecuniary advantages of the native soldiers beyond the Indus. 
1 at the same time held forth to the troops of Shah Shooja’s force, the 
expectation that they would be i)ut, during the especial service, on the 
same footing with their comrades of the Bengal army. 

From the time that the Brigade threw itself into Jellalabad, the native 
troops have been on half, and the followers on quarter rations, and for 
many weeks they have been able to t)btain little or nothing in the bazaars 
to eke out tliis scanty provision. 1 will not mention, as a privation, the 
iMir(q)ean tro(>])s from the same ])eriod having been without their allow- 
ance of si)irits, because 1 verily believe this circumstance and their con^ 
slant cin})loyment have contributed to keep them in the highest health, 
and tljc most remarkable state of discipline. Crime has been almost 
niikiiown amongst them, but they have felt severely, although they hjive 
never murmured, the diminution of their quantity of animal food and 
file total want of ghee, Hour, tea, coffee and sugar ; these may seem 
small matters to those who read them at a distance, but they are serious 
reductions in the scale of comfort of the hard-working and fighting 
soldier in Asia. The troops have also be»en greatly in arrears of pay, 
besidt3s their severe duties in beat and cold, wirtd and rain, on the guards 
of the gates and bastions. The troops, officers and men, British and 
llindoostanee, of every Arm, remained fully accoutred oh their alarm- 
posts every night from the 1st of March to the 7th of April. The losses 
of officers and men, in carriage and cattle, camp eq’.iiipage and baggage, 
between Cabool and Jellalabad, w’ere heijvy ; and their expenditure, dur- 
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ing the siege and Wockade, in obtaining articles of mere subsistence and 
necessity, lias been exorbitant. 

1 feel assured that Major-General Pollock will consider it a most pleas- 
ing duty, to bring the series of labours, privations and coutiicts, imper- 
fectly sketched in the foregoing details, to the notice of the head of the 
Supreme Government in India, and through his Lordship to that of the 
Court of Directors and of our Sovereign, as a claim for public acknow- 
ledgment and substantial reimbursement and reward. 

Tlie report of (hiptain Broadfoot, in liis capacity of Garrison Engineer, 
will meet wi til attentive perusal : 1 have already stated how much 1 have 
been indebted to his seieiitiHc attainments, as well as his distinguished 
activity and resolution during the siege. IJis fertility in resource 
obviated great dlirK‘ulties, in procuring iron, timber, and charcoal ; and 
to the foi'esight of his arrangements wc owe our having had a very ample 
supply of tools. The corps under liis command performed from Boot- 
khak, the duties equally of good sappers and bold liglit infantry soldiers, 
and the Alfgliau Ilnzaree and Eusiizye portion of it have been singularly 
faithful in time of general defection. The two Infantry Regiments, under 
the lamented Colonel Deniiie and Lieutenant-Colonel Monteath, have 
vied with eacli other in the steady performance of the duties of that Arm : 
and it would be impossible for me to discriminate in favour of eitiier, in 
awarding praise to the sipiadron of 6th Light Cavalry, under Captain 
Oldfield, and the Jlissallali 2nd »Sliali Sliooja's Cavalry, under Lieutenant 
Maync : Lieutenant Plowdcn, of tlic former, has been distinguished on 
several occasions. The artillery practic^c of No. G Liglit iMcId Battery has 
ever been excellent, and has been ecpuilled by that of tiui Mountain Train. 
Captains Abbott and Bacldiouse, and Lieutenant Dawes, have proved 
themselves excellent oiiicirs of Ordnance. I have more tlian once 
brought it to notice tliat (Jiiptuin Maegregor, Political Agent, has cheer- 
fully rendered v<*ry able assistance in serving the guns in every crisis of 
pressing danger. Of his labours in Jiis own il(‘partnu*nt, 1 ought not 
perhaps to attempt to constitute myself a ju<lg(‘ ; but 1 know that tlu'.y 
have been luiromitting ; ^ and their result in obtaining fur iny force 
supplies and infonuatiou, and kccjnng up our communication with India 
and with Cabool, and securing for us Afighari co-operutiou, I may Ixi 
allowed to appreciate, and am bound to point out to Government. 

The medical duties of the garrison have been ably fultilled by Surgeon 
Forsyth, Superintending Surgeon Shah Shoqja’s force and Assistant- 
Surgeons Robertson and Barnes, Her Majesty’s 13th Liglit Infantry, 
Hare, 36th Pteglmeiit and Brown, late in charge of the Irregulars. 

Captain Mainwaring, Commissariat Ollicer to the force, has been inde- 
fatigable in his (jilbrts to k(‘ep tJie garrison well supjdied, and his 
arrangements in very diiricult tinuKs liave merited my highest praise. 
Captain Moorhouse, 36th Reginumt Native Infantry, has satisfactorily 
discharged liis duties as Brigade Quarter Master ; he was severely 
wounded on the the 7tli instant. 

It is gratifying to me to forward the o})inioii of my second in command, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Monteath, C.B,, placed on record without solicitation, 
of the merits of tlw L'Uh Light Infantry, of which corps I am proud of 
being a member : 1 fully concur iu the seiitiuicnls which he expresses, 
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and hope the distinction which he recommends for the ofBcers of his own 
corps will be accorded. The cheerful and persevering manner in whicli the 
native soldiers laboured with the shovel, mattock, and hand-barrow were 
as surprising as their stcadinesi^ and courage in tlie field were conspicuou!§. 

I have to acknowledge the zealous manner in which Brevet-Major 
Fraser, Liglit Cavalry, Brevet- Captain Gerrard, of the corps of Jczzail- 
chees, Captain Burn, and Lieutenant Hillersdon of the Khyber Rangers, 
and Liciuteiiant Dowson, of the Janbazcs, when tlieir services could no 
longer be available with their corps, volunteered to do duty witli any 
regiment in which they could be useful. 

I must filially express my gratitude to Providence for having places so 
gallant and devoted a force under my command ; in every way ii lia^ 
exceeded my most sanguine exjiectations, and I beg leave in the slron;^' 
est manner to solicit the interposition of Major-General Pollock, C. ■ 
who has nobly laboured and fought to relieve it from its critical posiiiou 
in the midst of a Jiostile empire, in now committing it to the protection 
and favour of the Right Honourable the Goveni-General in Council, and 
through him of the Court of Directors, and of our Sovereign. 

I ask permission specially to recommend the following officers for 
honorary distinction, or brevet rank, or both, viz. Lieuteuant-Coloru*! 
Montcath, C.B., commanding 3oth regiment Native Infantry now second 
in (iornmaiid ; Brevet-Major Fras(?r, Light Cavalry, who acted as i>*y 
Aide-de-Camp on the 7th instant ; Captain Abbott, Commandant of 
Artillery and Commissary of Ordnance ; Captain Backhouse, command- 
ing the Mountain Train and Senior Officer of the Shali’s troops witli my 
force ; Cajitairi Broadfoot, commanding Sappers and Garrison Fiiigiucer ; 
Captain ()ldtield, otli Light Cavalry, Senior Officer of that arm : Ca]) 
fain Seaton, odth roginieiit Native Infantry, particularly recoinmendt.d 
for his conduct on the 7th instant by Lieutenant-Colonel Montcath ; Cap- 
tain Youiighusband, of the same* regiment, who was distinguished with 
tli(‘ advanced guard in the Klioord Cabool Pass, and tliere severely 
wounded ; Captain Burn, late Commandant of the Khyber Rangers, and 
doing duty witli the 3oth Regiment Native Infantry ; Captain Wilkinson, 
on whom the command of the 13th Light Infantry devolved in the field 
on the fall of Colonel Dennie, C.B. ; Ca}>laiu Fenwick, Her Majesty’s 
13th Light Infantry, wliose highly deserving (aiiidiiet in the Pass of Jiig- 
dulluck was noticed then in ray dis[)ateh ; Captain Havelock, Her Ma- 
jesty’s ‘ 13th Light Infantry, Persian Interpreter to Major-Generals 
Eljihinstone and Pollock, and attached to me as staff, and who command- 
ed tlie right column in the final attack on Mahomed Akbar’s Camp ; and 
Captain Hamlet Wade, Her Majesty’s 1 3th Light Infantry, my Brigade 
Major whose exertions in the action of the 7th I have elsewhere highly 
commended. Botli these latter ofheers rendered most valuable services 
throughout the investment and siege. The offi(!ers of all ranks, and 
soldiers of all arms, European and Native, I have likewise to represent 
as generally and individually deserving of reward and encouragernent, 
and I hope that the Government will sanction my calling upon Com- 
mandants of corps and detachments to send in rolls of such native 
ofBcers as they may deem worthy of the insignia of the order of 
‘‘Merit’’ and of “Britisli India.” 

I have, &c., 

R. Sale. 
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** lianhandKame ofi}jffic€rsWou7kdcd, 

Artillery. — Captain Abbott, slightly. 

Sappers and Miners. — Captain Brtwidfoot, severely. 

Her Majesty’s I3th Light Infantry. — Lieutenant and Adjutant Wood, and En- 
sign Cukes, slightly. 

Iteturn of Killtdy Wounded, mid Missing of the Troops under the command of Major- 
General iSir It, H, Sale,, K*C.B., ftom 22nd I’cUfUXtry tg 6/4 Aprils 1842. 

No. 6. Light Field Battery. — 1 corporal killed ; 1 European officer, and 1 private 
grounded. 

Detachment of fith Light Cavalry. — 1 havilder and 2 troopers killed ; 4 ditto 
Mounded; 1 horse killed and 12 wounded ; 1 syce killed, 2 ditto wounded ; and 1 
grass-cutter killed of the Artillery and Cavalry. 

Her Majesty's L‘3th Light Infantry. — 4 privates killed ; 2 officers, 1 corporal, and 
11 privates, wounded. 

35th Regiment Native Infantry. — 1 sepoy killed ; 1 corporal and 10 sepoys, 
wounded. 

Mountain Train. — No casualties. 

Detachment 2d Cavalry S. S. Force. — 1 trooper killed ; 4 ditto wounded ; 9 
horses killed, and 3 wounded. 

Sappers and Miners. — 4 privates killed ; 1 European officer and 30 privates 
wounded. 

Detachment 6th Light Infantry. — No casualties. 

Total killed 14 ; wounded 60, not including camp followers, &c. ; horses killed 
10, wounded 15. 

Iteturn of Camp Fallomers Enlisted on the 15/4 January, 1842, hy order of Major^ 
^General Bir It, Sale, K,C,lI.f as a Provisional Garrison, 

Jcllalahad, April 1, 1842. 

No. 6, Light Field Battery. — Mustered followers, armed 36 ; not mustered, armed 
61 ; total 97 ; killed during the siege, 2. 

Squadron 5th Light Cavalry. — Mustered followers, armed 7, unarmed 69 ; not 
mustered, armed 6, unarmed 19 ; total 101. 

Hissalah Anderson’s Horse. — Mustered followers, armed 4, unarmed 11 ; not 
mustered, unarmed 57 ; total 72. 

Her Majesty’s 13th Liglit Infantry. — Mastered followers, armed 124, unarmed 
238 ; not mustered, armed 100 ; total 462. 

35th Native Infantry. — Mustered followers, armed 77, unarmed 40 ; not mustered, 
armed 55, unarmed 110 ; total 288. 

Sappers and Miners. — Mustered followers, armed 69, unarmed 19 ; not mustered, 
armed 40, unarmed 01 ; total 1H9. 

Commissariat. — Mustered followers, armed 103 ; killed during the siege 7, and 
wounded 6. 

Grand total — 1,312 ; killed 9 ; wounded 6. 

Those followers that were unarmed m ere told otf to the ramparts, for the purpose 
of throwing large stones, a great quantity of which were collected. 'J’he whole of 
the camp rendered much assistance in the conveyance of building materiel, and 
working w’ith furwahs and spades. 

R. Sal£. 


No. 316. — Captain Broadfoot to Major-- General Sir Rohert Sale, 

Note. — On the defensive works in Jellalabad, prepared by order of Major-General 
Sir Robert Sale, K.C.B. 

Jellalahad, April 1C, 1842. 

Sir, — On the 12th of November, the Major-General commanding 
having resolved to occupy Jellalabad, directed me with a committee of 
officers to examine ahd report on the works of the place. 

The committee reported unanimously that they were then not defensi- 
ble against a vigorous assault. 

As will be seen by tlie ac company iug plan, the town is an irregular 
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quadrilateral, having half of the western side salient, ^nd the southern 
side broken^by a deep re-entering angle. It was surrounded on every 
side with gardens and houses, enclosed fields, mosques, and ruined forts, 
affording strong cover to an enemy ; these were everywliere close" to the 
walls, and in inany places connected with them. Beyond these on three 
sides (north, east and west), at from 400 to 500 yards, run the ruins of 
the wall of the ancient city, on whicli the sand lias accumulated so as to 
form a line of low heights, giving cover to the largest bodies of men. 
Opposite the south-west angle a range of heights, composed of bare 
gneiss rocks, commences at 330 yards from the works and extends about 
400 yards from north-north-east to south-south-west ; these completely 
overlook tlie town, and from the vicious tracing of the works enfilade 
some of the longest curtains : parallel to the north side, at 170 yards, 
runs a steep bank 20 feet Iiigh ; it extends a considerable way to the 
west and several miles to the <Mist, afibrding a secure and unseen approach 
to any number of men ; it is, probaldy, an old bank of the river. From 
it numerous ravines run up towards tlie wylls, affording the enemy a 
covered passage into the buildings and enclosures adjoining the works. 

Two very solid walls, 300 yards apart, run from tlie place to this bank, 
tliiis enclosing on three sides a space, probably occupied originally by the 
Mogul Empcu'or s palace, but found by us to contain a large mosque and 
numerous gardens, and houses occupied by Fakeers ; one of tlie gates of 
the town opens into it, and it was traversed by a water course, about 10 
feet wide, 'wliieli entered the town by a tunnel under the rampart, large 
(tuoiigh to admit several men abreast. A similar tunnel allowed it to 
pass out of the town, on the eastern side. The walls of the town 
e\t(‘nded about 2,]()() yards, without reckoning the bastions of which 
tliere w'cre 33* 

The works were of earth, and in tlie usual style of the country, viz. : 
high thin rampart, but in a state of ruin, without parapets Jnd with- 
out ditch, covered way, or outworks of any kind. 

Tlie bastions were full, but in some places lower than the adjoining 
rurtaiiis, very confined, without parajiets, and sloping downwards from 
the gorge to the salient, so that the terrepleine was completely exposed. 

There were four gates and a postern, all of the usual vicious native 
1 ‘oustruction, and, excejit that on the northern side, in a ruinous 
state. 

To give some idea of the state of the works, I may mention that of the 
committee sent to inspect them on the 13th of November, not one, except 
myself, succeeded in making the circuit. Large gaps cut ofi'the commu- 
nication, or insecure footing eompcdled the officers to descend among 
the adjoining enclosures, from which it was difficult to find the wa^^ ; 
while ou the south side the ramparts were so imbedded in houses and 
surmounted by them, that its course could only be traced by laboriously 
threading the lanes of the nativ-e town. 

On the north side, tlie wall rose to a very great lielglit towards the 
town, but sla]>ed down to thg interior in a heap of ruins, almost every- 
where accessible ; while at the foot, were houses and gardens so strongly 
0(*-cupied by the enemy, that during the night of the^# 1 3th of November 
our troops w^ere unable to maintain their posts, and, with the exception 
uf the gateway, a line of 400 yards, on the northern face, was without a 
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man in tlie workai Had the enemy then attacked us we must have been 
reduced to a street combat. 

On the following morning (14th November), the Major- Genial ordered 
■a sortie in force, which drove the enemy from his positions with such loss 
thhat it was some time before he ventured near enough to disturb 
our works, which were now as vigorously prosecuted as our scanty sup* 
ply of tools and the difficulty of procuring materials allowed. 

We had only the tools, as per margin*, brought from Cabool with the 
Sappers for the operations expected in the Tazeen Valley ; and wC were 
without wood or iron. Wood was obtained from the ruins of the can- 
tonment and from houses demolished in the town. Iron was collected 
in small (piantities from the neighbourhood, but it w^as that of the 
country, good in quality ])ut imperfectly molted, and requiring about ten 
times as much labour and time as English iron. By the persevering 
labour of the troops, however, nmdi was done, and when the enemy next 
attacked us (1st December) ramparts had been made and the guns mounted 
on the bastions, for which they were destined, the watercourses and other 
passages through the walls blocked up, the foot of the scarps <*leared 
from rubbish, and parapets built in all the bastions and many of the 
curtains, while much of the external cover was destroyed. 

On the 1st December the enemy were again routed, and the works 
proceeded with little or no interruption. 

By the middle of January (tlic commencement of the rainy reason) a 
parapet, nowhere less than 6 feet high, with a banquette, as wide as the 
nature of the rampart allowed, was com\)leted entirely round the jdace. 
The gates were impaired and strengthened by buttresses ; two of them 
were retrenched and a ditch carried round the north-west angle, while 
some of the most dangerous ravines were laid ojx'ii tp our tire, and roads 
were opened into tlio low ground on the north side. 

By th? middle of February the ditch was caiTi(»d n)und the })la,ce, wiffi 
■as good a covered Avay as tlic* size of the ditch and su})p1y of cartli allow- 
ed ; while the mosques, forts, gardens, ami cover of every descriptio]), 
bad been destroyed for several luuidrod yards round tlie jdace. 

At this time Maliomed Ak})ar Khan moved into th(^ valley, in order to 
attack the place, but they were unable to etfeet more than a distant 
investment ; they frequently occupied the rocks on the south-west, but 
the parapets and traverses rendered their fire harmless. 

On the 19th February an earthquake, which nearly destroj^’ed the 
lown, threw down the greater part of our parapets, tlie Cabool gate with 
the two adjoining bastions, the north-west bastion and a i»art of the new 
bastion wliicli Hanked it. Three other bastions also were nearly destroy- 
ed, while several large breac^hes were made in the curtains ; one on the 
Peshawur side, 80 feet long, was quite practicable, the ditch being filled 
and the ascent easy. Thus, in one moment, the labours of 3 months 
were, in a great measure destroyed. 

No time, however, was lost ; the shocks had scarcely ceased when the 
whole garrison was told off into working parties, and before night the 
breaches were scarped, the rubbish below cleared away, and the ditches 


* 330 Picltaxes. 390 shovels, with others tools in proportion ; many tools, such 
as trowels, 8ic., have been made here. 
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before them dug out wliile tlie great one, on tlie J^esha^ur side, was sur- 
rounded by a good gabion parapet. 

A parapet was erected on the remains of the nortli-west bastion, with 
an embrasure allowing tlie guiis to Hank the approach of the ruined 
Cabool gate ; the parapet of the new bastion was restored, so us to give 
a flanking fire to the north-west- bastion, while tlui ruined gate was 
rendered inaccessible by a trench in front of it, and in every bastion 
round the place a temi)orary parapet was raised. 

From the following day all the troops ofl' duty were continually at 
work, aud such were their energy and p(irseverance that by the end of 
the month the para})ots were entirely restored, the Cabool gate again 
serviceable, the bastions either" restored or the curtain tilled in when 
restoration was practicable, and every battery re-established. 

The breaches have been bnilt up, with the rampart doubled in thick- 
ness, and the whole of the gates nitrenched. 

It is not easy to give an adecpialc of tlu; extent of the labour'pcrforiiicd 
by the troop. 

The parapets, banquettes, ^c. hr, are built of the ruins of the build- 
ings thrown down, eementtid with clay mixed with straw and bound 
together, when requisite, by bond timlxirs ; of this masonry al)ov 0 
104,500 cubic feet had been built before the eartliqiiake, and since then 
(including new works), a!>out 105,000 cubic feet have be(ui erected, 
making in all above 208,000 cubic feet of masonry. But the material 
hud to be procured from a distance by the laborious process of demoli- 
tion ; and the ruinous wall had to be scarped, cleared at the base^ and 
prepared for the work. 

The quantity of walls ol’ forts, mosqu(‘s, gardens, &c. he, destroyed, 
v/ere considerably more than double that of tlie walls of the place, and 
th(‘ excavaHon from the ditch exceeds 860,000 cubic feet. 

In addition to this the troops had to build barracks for tlicmselves and 
guard-rooms round the works, each corps undertook its own barracks, 
wiiile the construction of the guard-rooms was s'qieriutcnded by Captain 
l^iotu’liouse, Quartermaster of Brigade, and Lientciiaiit and Quartermaster 
tSiiicIair,'^ of Her Majesty’s 1 5th Cight Infantry, whose assistance on 
this point left me more hasure for the defensive* works. 

The working jiarties, in emergencies, consisted of all men oft* dut}^, 
often assisted by tlie guards when the works were near their posts. 

On ordinary occasions they consisted of all the Sappers and Minors, 
about 200 men of Her Majesty’s 15th Light Infantry, 120 6f the 3oth 
Native Infantry, a party of Artillerymen of Captain Abbott’s battery, 
and all the men off* duty in Captain l]aeklioiis(*’s Mountain Train, and 
the detachment of the 6th Infantry, Shah Shoojaii’s force doing duty with 
Oie Mountain Train detaclimeuts, also camp followers were enqHoyed in 
bringing materials, he. 

Nothing could exceed tlu* cheerful energy of every officer and man in 
these laVjoiirs. 

The Sappers and Miners worked from day-break to sunset (with two 

* To Lieutenant Sinclair, also, we owe the mill used by th<f Commissariat. I only 
fiirnishecl materials and workmen; the credit of the whole contrivance and con- 
struction is due solely to Licuttniant Sinclair. — (L IL 
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hours and a half hr meals), and when occasion required, at night. Their 
conduct was such as to leave me nothing to desire, and it has been 
lionoured with the Major-General’s recorded approbation. 

Lieutenant and Adjutant Orr, and Lieutenant and Quartermaster Cun- 
ningham, who acted as my assistants, rendered me tlie most zealous and 
edicient aid, and 1 beg most resjiectfully to bring tlieir great merit to t]ie 
Major-Generars notice. The Euroj)ean non-commissioned otiicers also 
displayed a zeal and intelligence deserving to be reported to the Major- 
General, more especially Serjeant-Major Kelly, Quartermaster-Serjeaiit 
Bruen, and Acting StaH-Serjcant Hughes, from Her Majesty’s loth Light 
Infantry. 

The other troops having very severe garrison duty, laboured for a short 
period, yet seldom less than six hours a day. 

It will be seen that the largest })arties wen‘ furnishcul bj^ Her Majesty’s 
Idtli Light Infantry, and 1 know not how adecpiatcly to express my sense 
of the services of this admirable body of men ; though liaviiig litth; more 
than every other night in IxhI, they laboured for months, day after day, 
officers and men, with a cheerfulness and energy not to b(‘ surpassi'd. 
To enumerate all, whose zeal and intelligence w(*re conspicuous, would 
almost require me to go over tlio list of tlie officers, and to mention even 
many of the valuable non-commissioned officers ; but 1 eaimot deny niy- 
self the pleasure of naming those whose more exti^nded professional edu- 
cation gave their aid additional valui', nanndy — Ckiplaiii Fenwick, Lieutc'- 
nant P>ere, and Ensign Parker. Scjiarale portions of tlie works wen‘ 
also entrusted at various times to other oflicers, esp(H‘ially Lieutenants G. 
King, G. Wade, and Ensign Scott ; and 1 liave e\ ery n'usoii to be saiis- 
Iiq4 their execution. 

The 3dtli Native Infantry were mwch employi'd in destroying tlie forts 
and other covers around th(» place ; and it is dm' to C’aiitai# Seaton to 
mention his great activity, and tiie skill with whidi, by directing the 
watercourses used for irrigation, on the most massive ruins. h(i (‘fi'ectc'd a 
quantity of demolition wliich, with our short siqiply of giin])owder, would 
have otherwise been impracticable. 

'With the exception of a few of the larg(*r bastions, the whoh* of Uk^ 
batteries were iirejiared ^by the Artillery tfuansclves (both Captain 
Abbott’s battery and Captain Baehhouscvs Mountain Train), iimh'r tlu' 
superintendence of thc'ir own officers. Besides this, a jiarty of Captain 
Abbott’s artillerymen was always ready to assist in tlu^ works generally ; 
and they were most ably superinU'iuled by Lieutenant Dawes, to wliom I 
am indebted for aid, as constant a.s it was vahialdc' and willingly givaan 
Captain Backhouse, with his own men, and a detachimuit of th<‘ bth In- 
fantry, Shah Shoqja’s force not only prej>are(l the parajiets and emlira- 
sures for his own guns, and rejiaired tlie damages done to them liy tin* 
earthquake, but he undertook and eoiiqileb'd sevi'ral of the most useful 
and laborious operations ; he exe<;nted, among others, a large and Avidely 
branching series of ravines, giving cover to many huudrcjd men, within 
pistol-shot of a very weak part of the Avorks, which was filled up, or 
entirely laid open to fire, and that Avith a number of men, which without 
his untiring zeal aruLpersonal exertion would have been inadequate. 

The camp followers were distributed to assist ihe troops, and they fol- 
lowed the examjde set them, and were extremely useful. 
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Appended are two plans and some sheets of sectiontf. The fir^t plan 
shows in some measure the way in» whicli the space round the fort was 
originally encumbered by buildings and enclosures. The second gives 
an outline of the pla<!e as it now stands, while the sections will give 
some idea of the i)rofile of the works, as we found them, and as we leave 
them. 

The gates have been retrenched inwardly because, from the fall of the 
ground outside, and its conformation, no adequate work could have 
been raised without a labour we could not at the time spare, and 
without occupying nlore time than we could (‘ver reckon on for dumolost- 
ed work. 

The naiTowiu'ss and shallowness of the ditch are o^ving to our want 
of tools, which liniit(*(l the strength of our working parties so much, that 
fiuytliing stronger could not hav(‘ been carried round in time to accom- 
plish our object — that of interposing an obstacle to a sudden assault and 
escalade on (‘very side, wiiik‘ th(‘ enemy w^ore still numerous and elated by 
th(^ Cabool disasters. 

The breadth of th(‘ b(‘rm was iiet^essary from the nature of the soil, a 
loose sand, and it varies as the nce(‘ssitY of iJicluding previous excava- 
tions, Sic., oblig(*d us to all(»w tlie tracing. 

In conclusion, I lan e to soli(‘it the JMajor-Generars indulgence for this 
report, Avhj(di has been prepared whih^ suffering from a wound. If I have 
been ditbise in noticing the assistance n^.c.eived from the officers and 
tro()})s, it must 1 k‘ ascribed to the admiration with whicli I daily, for many 
months, wituoss(Hl their labours under circumstances of extraordinary 
discouragenuent ; on short allowance of provisions, with lieavy duties of 
other kinds to jau-form, and, for a coiisidcu'aiile tiim^, harassed by inces- 
sant condicts Avitli the cneni}'. During all this time, there was not only no 
murmuring, but the utmost cheerfulness and zeal prevailed : it was not 
oiKte iK'cessary to resort to punishment, and 1 never had to make a single 
J’cport other tluiii comiueiidatory. 

I have, Sic.y 

Geokge Bkoadfoot. 


No. 317. — ] Jinf.-VuL T. Ahntfmth to JMojor-Gviwral Sir R. Sale, 

Jdlalahad, April 16, 1842. 

Sru, — Tht‘ exertions of the garrison of Jollalabad, beyond ordinary 
routine, having ci?ascd since* the d(‘cisive victory obtained over theciK^my 
on the 7th instant, and now finally terminat(‘d by the arrival of the Bri- 
tish army under Major-G(‘nerai Bollock, C.B., 1 trust 1 may not be 
consid('r(‘d as going beyond the limits of my proper duly in addressing 
you to stat<* as follows : 

As doing but due justice on this occasion to Hct Majesty’s 13tli Light 
Infantry might be looked upon as a bighiy c.oloivd ivconl of the merits of 
your own n'giment, and seeing that no such partial bias can possibly he sup- 
posed to guide my feelings in the estimate F have formed of tlieir deserts, 
1 have ]>leasure in siiKU'rely declaring that their con»tluct, throughout the 
painful and jierilous jiosition in Avbich they liav(‘ so long b(‘en placed, has 
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been such as fully to deserve, the applause and admiration of their country 
and the confidence and best consideration of our well-beloved Sovereign, 

On our throwing ourselves on the 12th of November last, into the old 
and ruined town of Jellalabad, without money, without food, and almost 
witliout protection, with a nation of highly excited and barbarous enemies 
in arms against us, our situation seemed as hopeless a one as British 
troops were ever called upon to confront ; notwithstanding wliich, tlie 
enemy was twice within twenty days attacked, and on both occasions 
defeated witli signal siiceoss. 

You yourself will doubtless detail.the works j)erforined by the regiment ; 
let it tlien be only my i)rovinee who liave witnessed tlieir exertions 
almost liourly during a ])eruKl of five months, to record, that their den oted 
*pers(n’erance and cheerful ness amidst all tlie gloom that surrouiuh'tl them, 
after the destruction of tlicir comrades of theCabool force, could not have 
been sur])assed by any troops in the world ; aiiei that after muntlis ed’ 
extreme toil, when an eartiujuake. such as man is not often in the habit of 
experiencing, in a moment left scarcely a vestige of their labour standing, 
their flying us tiny did with redoubled zerd to th(‘ work, and complet- 
ing it ill ten days (so that on tin* arrival of the enemy befon^ .Ifdlalabad, 
they declared lliat tlie ealamltv which had liefallen the valley arose? from 
nothing Init English witclicraft, it being the only plac(‘ that had escaped 
uninjured,) was wiiat none but British soldiers could have })erfbrnK‘d, and 
what 110 price could have })urc]iased, for it was the labour of tlie heart, 
work of all others most deserving of distinction and reward. 

In regard to the Native Trou])s of all Anns, I shall refrain from saying 
much for a reason which has in a measure induc(‘d to address this 
letter to you, but as you have yourself been a daily witness of tlieir 
conduct under cv^ry description of circiiinstance, you have it fully within 
your own power to say all, of wliich the Government they serve may very 
justly feel proud, and it may serve to shew, as an example for imitation, 
what noble entliusiasm and zeal may be lighted up in tlieir breasts by tla? 
higli bearing and considerate condu(?t of det ermim^d British ofiicers. 

1 shall conclude by observing that w(? can now, Sir, proudly manth 
forth from this garrison with the enemy’s standards in our hands, and 
their cajitured cannon to Are a salute, on delivering over the care of the 
honour of the British name, which we have* had within our k(‘epiiig for 
the last five months, jiure and unsj)ott(Hl, and without a single cireuru- 
stance existing to ea^t a breatii upon its lustre. 

The conduct of tlie oflieers of the Jioth n'giirient generally, as well as 
those doing duty with it throughout the siege, J am jiroud to say, has 
been such as well to deserve any reward or distinction that can be 
conferred upon them. 

Of those holding the rank of Capiain and above it, whieli enables H(‘r 
Majesty to advance tliern a step, I would strongly recommend Captain 
Seaton, 35th regiment ; Ca})tain Vounghusband, 35th regiment (Kev(?rely 
wounded) ; Brevet-Major Fraser, late 2nd Liglit (aivalry, and Captain 
Burn, 1st ilegiment Native Infantry, both doing duty with the 35th 
regiment. 

Of tlic Native OHicers of tin? 35lh rc'giment, 1 could also strongly 
recommend that six should, as a compliment to the regiment for its gal- 
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but and meritorious conduct, receive the order of Merit” and of 

JJritish India — viz. : 

Sahib Ram, Subadar, Ramboccus Tewabry, Jemadar, 

Manick Sing, Subad«ir, Hoolas Ram, Subadar, and 

Ueuihou Sing, Jemadar, IJubkam Sing, Jemadar. 

I have, &c., 

. T. Monteatii. 

No. 318 .— J/a Maddock to Mr. Clerk. 

Allahabad May 16, 1842. 

Sin, — You Inave been already informed that the (lovernor-General, on 
Ihe 2Sth ultimo, adverting to the then ai'.eredited report of the death 
of Shah Shooja, iiifornied Major-General Pollock that, in the present 
divided state of Affghaiiistan, it would not be prudent to recognise any 
individual chief })retendiiig to the throm^ of that country. 

2. Tlie Governor-General is disposed to think that the Government of 
Lahore will tak(* the same view of tlie course which, under jiresent cir- 
cumstances, it is prudent to adopt u])on that subj(‘ct. To recognise any 
pretender whom we might prefer, would, at tlie present moment, certainly 
iiuve the (‘fleet of uniting the largest portion of the Allghans against him, 
and thus impose ujion his allies the I mrdensoiiie and fruitless obligation of 
supporting a powerless chief against the people whose allegiance he claim- 
(‘d. To abstain from ret'ognising any pretender is probably to continue 
the state of disunion and confusion in which Affyianistan is inv©lv(^d. 
The Govenior-Gemn’al is [lersuaded that the Government of Lahore will 
have perceived the great jiraetical ehange which the events of the last 
four years have eliected in the situation of Affghanistan, and the perman- 
ent induence which that cliange must have upon its future relations with 
fJie adjoining States. 

3. The British Government, in conjunction with the late Malia Rajah 
Runjeet Sing, moved against the Affghans, in order to remove from the 
Government of AHyianistan an able chief, who had in the course of many 
years succeeded in uniting it under his rule, who was forming and 
disciplining an army, and was supposed to entertain, in conjunction with 
(lie jiowers of the West, projects of hostility to the adjoining States upon 
tlj(* Indus. 

4. That (our first) object has been coniph'tely effected : not only has 
Dost Mahomed Khan been removed from the Government of Affghan- 
istan, but tliat country has been so entirely convulsed by the war, that, 
if Dost Mahomed were to be restored to-morrow, he would find an 
alt(ir(;d nation, and be unable to re-establish his authority in its former 
strength. 

5. A further object of the advance of the allies against Affghanistan 
was to substitute for the autheirity of Dost Mahomed, wdiich was deemed 
(o b(‘ hostile, that of Shah Shooja, which, it was expected, would be 
fiieiidly. Wlietlun- Shah Shooja did in reality justify that expt^ctation, is 

question it is no longer necessary to investigaUi. This, however, would 
bo manifest from our recent experience in Affghanistan, if it had not been 
pyoved l»y all former (‘xpcrience in similar cases, that a sovereign who 



350 


appears to be alt6getlier the instrument of a foreign State, cannot obtain 
the willing support of his subjects, so as to wield their power in favour of 
that foreign State ; on the contrary, he will be an object of hatred or 
contempt to his subjects, and his only resource, if he be desirous of 
securing their willing allegiance, will be in throwing himself into their 
arms and in asserting his independence of the foreign State which placed 
him on the throne. Had we succeeded in maintaining Shah Shooja upon 
the throne, we should have liad a friendly sovereign, and a hostile people, 
in AfFghauistan, and liave been eoinpelied to support that soA^ereign, in 
tlie event of an attack from the West not only against his sul)jects, in a 
position distant from our owrj frontier, which nothing but the presumed 
support of the people of the (country could jiistily us in taking U]). 

6. Tlie efl'ee.t of our jiroceedings has hevAi to render, for tiu; present, 
equally iin])ossibh^ in Adghaiiistan the existence of a liostile or of a 
friendly sovereign wielding the united force of the nation. As against an 
invader, tJie Aftgluins are imwerful in their mountains, and in the ]»overty 
of their country, but their poverty, combined with their divisions, will 
render them henceforth^ as in all recent times, j)owerlcss as invaders. 
Their power against an invader will be exerted equally against an invader 
from whatever (quarter he might come. It is for us to do nolliing which 
can put an end to the divisions amongst themselves, which di‘])rive them 
of all pow er beyond their frontier, which might be exerted against us. 

7. You will endeavour to bring the Government of Lahore to eiitcT* 
tain these views, and to regard as the future object of our joint })olicy the 
maintenance of Affghanistan in that state in wlii(di it may be unable to 
do anything against us ; foregoing the visionary design of phudiig it in 
a state in whi(di it could, as a united monarchy, be ])owerful for us against 
an enemy advancing from the West, and yet be content to entertain no 
vi<;ws of ambition against its neighbonrs in the East. 

8. It appears to the Governor-General that this joint object of the 
two GoveriJineiits, equally interested in its uecomplisliment, w'ill be })est 
effected by leaving the Aflglians to tmunselves. 

I have, &c., 

T. 11. ]\lAin)ocK. 

No. 319. — JSIftjor-Genend Pollorli to the Gormior'-Gnirral of hulio^ 

Jdhdabndi May 8 , 1842 . 

Mr Lord, — As notliing can be more gratifying to me than to krjow 
that any feeble endeavours of mine have met with your Lordshi]»’s 
approbation, I gratefully acknowledge tlie expression of your sentiments 
on the occasion of my late advance into the Khyber Pass. To the army 
which I have the lionour to command, i owe the siuicess which 1 liave 
hitherto had the good fortune to cxjierience, and I sincerely hope that 
we shall continue to deserve the encomiuius your Lordship has conde- 
scended to pass on our o]>erati()ns thus far. I forwardiid to Sir II. Sale 
your Lordship’s letter for perusal, but have not r<3ceived a reply ; the 
General has for twoMays b(‘en ill, but is now better and out of danger. 

Captain Mackenzie has to-day again reached our camp, sent by Maho- 
med Akbar with very extravagant jiroposuls, which will bo forwarded 



officially with my reply : he represents himself as haying been called 
upon to fill the throne ; that his party is in the ascendant ; but that his 
sole object* is to be on friendly terms with us. My reply will require 
some consideration, and must necessarily be very guarded. I know from 
other sources that there has be(‘n a struggle at Cabool ; but I have good 
rtriison to believer tliat, so far from the Jiarukzye interest being powerful^ 
Hiat the prince’s party was successful, and tliat Mahomed Zemann, one 
of the chief rebels, was vt^ry much dispirited. 1 experien(‘e considerable 
difficulty in framing answ(irs, to keep up tlie coinmunie.ation with both 
parti(js, and still in no way (‘oinmit the Governineiit ; but if I would 
be infornnsl of the ulterior views of Government, it would greatly 
i\\(‘ilitate the duty I have, to ])crform. Altliough the official report will 
( oiitniu (jojnes of all documents, 1 now take the liberty to inclose three. 
()n(^ from Meeria Aga Jaii,"'^ giving an account of the affray at Cabool, a 
' ]t‘tter from Major Pottinger, and copy of Mahornedf Akbar s letter to 
me, to which he did not ailix his seal, as ho fi^ared it might be produced 
agaJnst him. Tliat MaliouKal Akbar is ready to separate himSelf from 
his party and deliver up his prisoners, I have no doubt, but Jiis terms 1 
(‘unsid(T quite inadmissible ; he eannot, and I am sure he docs not, expect 
tliat they will be complied with : but I believe he considers liis cause a 
had one, and that 1 may not suspect the real truth, he has increased his 
d(*mauds ; liis sending Captain Mackenzie again, shows it was his anxiety 
oil the subjeel, and he fe(‘ls that his having possession of the prisoners 
must weigh with ns in treating with him. 

1 may liere ])i‘rlia})s be allowed to remark, that in any negotiations with 
tlu'se p('opl(\ they eaiiiiot or wull not understand the necessity of* a 
r(‘fer(‘iie(* to my own Government ; they supjiose that I have full powers, 
and consider a reference a mere subterfuge to deceive them. 

All is quiet around us at present, tlic chiefs arc coming in daily, and 
])r<)visi()ns are aliundaut ; the weather up to this period has been favoura- 
ble ; Imt, unless T rcc(.‘ive iiistrnetions to the contrary, T propose moving 
forward gradually, till 1 reach a better climate, as I und(?rstaiid JelJalabad 
will become unheaitliy as the season advancers. 1 have difficulty in 
moving in eoiisequeiice of tlu* great want of carriage cattle. 

, 1 have, &c., 

Gko. Pollock. 

No. Dlajor Poithirjlr to Major-General Pollock, 

,, 2'cczeeu, May 3, 1842. 

Sin, — 1 In-n e the honour to acknowledge your letter of tlie 2Gth ultimo, 
wlileh was delivered to me by Captain Mackenzie. 

Sirdar Mahomed Akbar Ivhaii was disappointed with the offer made 
b» him, and particularly the not receiving any reply to his own overture, 
when Mahomed Shah and Dost Mahomed Khan’s iiann^s were both spcci- 
lied. Situated as 1 am, my opinions are open to the eliargo of seltisimess, 
if 1 gi\'e them in favour of tlie person who holds me prisoner ; however, 

1 can bring testimony that I have always ojiposed any propositions- 


Not received. 


t Ditto. 
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that havo Iiitliertp been made for our ransom (because I considered it an 
improper precedent to be established in tlie first place, and in the second 
as being detrimental to the interests of the state, ^«ii})plyin^ an enemy 
with money while the scales were tolerably even), I will now venture a 
few observations on tlie subject, noticing, however, that I still consider 
jansoning prisoners ft>r money as very olgectionahle. 

At present the case appears to me in a peculiar light, and that Govern- 
ineiit may succeed in causing the separation from tlic Mahometan cause 
of one of its most powerful branches (the Gliilzees), through whose 
country wo must pass if we advance ; at tlie same time, rendering the 
most energetic man of the party suspected, and releasing the families, 
and officers, &c., prisoners in their hands. Further, in the case of 
advancing on and garrisoning (M)ool, the safety of our coimminicatioiis 
imperatively calls on us to be friendly with the tribes that can interrupt 
them, and therefore, sooner or later, unless we only mean to make a * 
retributive inroad, tlie above-mentioned tribe must be gained to our 
interest. , 

There is doubtless a considerable chance of deceit, and of using such 
money to organize resistance to us ; but for my own part such I consider 
would be a fortunate circumstance, as a greater chance would be afforded 
of striking a decisive blow in the beginning of the campaign. 

Mahomed Akbar Khan has written a letter to a memorandum, which 
Captain Mackenzie will lay before you ; the Sirdar luus not signed it, as he 
fears it may be used against him in case of your not closing with his 
terms. What he states is, I believe, substantially true ; and 1 do not 
think it unreasonable he should demand a promise of proteiition 
and friendly treatment, if he breaks with his supporters, which the deli- 
very of the prisoners is likely to cause. The detail of his wishes 
appears to me to be considerably more in a pecuniary light than he can 
expect under any circumstances, but his other (lemands are modoi'ate. 
His requests are, Istly. That a written promise of amnesty be given to 
himself, Mahomed Sliali Khan, and the latter's family, for all p«ast acts 
up to the date of delivery. 2iidly. That neither he or any of the above- 
mentioned family shall be sent out of the Cabool and Jellalabad districts, 
against their wishes. 3rdly. That they may not be obliged to pay their 
respects to you in our camp, till they be assiired against any danger. 
4thly. If we merely intend to revenge ourselves on the enemy, and then 
leave the country, he trusts tlie Government will be conferred iqion him. 
5thly. He wants a Jaghire to support *liis family, and names two lacs as 
adequate, ffthly. He wants eight lacs of riqiecs as a present to start 
him with. His great fear (as it is of- all Affghans) is of being removed 
from this country. He also asks for his own women wjio are in his 
father’s harani serai. Tliey have, asked for the money, if it is paid, to be 
given to his Colund Khan, who will remain as a hostage till the prisoners 
are • delivered ; or that you ]my it to Hindoos, who eaii empower their 
agents in Cabool to pay it on delivery of the prisoners. 

The last news from Cabool is, that Nawab Zeman Khan and his party 
have thrashed Nayb Amanollah and the Populzic party, and have ottered 
the crown to Mahor^ed Akbar Khan, with the Newab Zeinan Khan for 
his Vizier, Parties have been •coming in for several days to pay their 
respects, and invite the Sirdar to the capital. Under these circumstances, 





f'oiidiK't of the Sirdar, in continuing tlio negociation^apjiears a proof 
<if* liis sinc(!rity ; and 1 trust I may be pardoned for remarking, that if 
}»is overtures, eitlier as they are, or in a modified form, appear deserving 
of attention, that you will recollect that the delay of referring tliis to 
(iovcM’iiment will lose us the opportunity whi(;h now apparently offers 
itself ; and tliat the principal cause of the suspicions which eventually 
<'!iused the failure of Sir A. Humes’s missidri in 1837, and cliiefly led to 
th(' necessity of the ]ireseiit war, was tlie making of such nderences. As 
llu‘ Afighans do not understand the system, they look on such an answer 
ns ini attem})t to ox erreach tlunn, and get exasperated more than they 
Vv’ould he by a decisive? negative. 

f have, &c., 

Eldued Pottinger. 

T\S. — T beg to apologize for the blotted state of my letter, as I only 
iia\ t' iiiiK' to write this while Captain Mackenzie is sleeping, preparat(>ry 
resumini^ the march. 

No. 321. — Mifjor-Gvnrral Pollock to Mr, Maddot'k. 

^ Camp^ Jcllaluhatk May lO, 1842 . 

t<[R, — 1 have? the honour to transmit herewith tlie following documents : 
— (lopy and translation (;f a memorandum, said to be written by Mahom- 
<(| Akbar, but without seal or signatun*. — Copy of my reply to Major 
Pottiugt*!’, and of my notice of the memorandum. 

2. 1 naturally feed some diilieulty in re^plyiug to sucli doeunumts, 

[»!M(M?d as 1 am in a novel situation, and without instriietioiis to guide 
me. r hav(‘ (‘iideavourod t(» be guided in my rcj)ly, and to conced(i 
nothing that might hereafter embarrass the Covernment. I shall leel 
iin\ious to know if iny reply meets the ajiproval of the GovcTnor-Ueiieral. 
Captain Maekenzi(\ on his return to Mahomed Ak])ar, was not detained 
hours, but sent again with overtures now forwarded- I have 
mason to beru'x e that he considers liLs situation a desperate one, and if 
^o, li(* will be glad to a(?eej)t moderate? terms ; but I hoj)e I shall be in 
poss(‘ssion of tlie wishes of the Covernor-General before 1 can rex^eivo 
inollKT message from any of tlie })arties. I am daily expecting to hear 
the SJiah Zadh. 

T have, hv., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 322. — Trunsloiioit of a Paper frotn Mtikomed, Akbar Klani^ 
received on the StlP Map, 1842, bp the hands of Captain 
Mackenzie, 

Mr Friend, — T u the letter for Pottinger Saheb, which Mackenzie 
kas brought, there is nothing to* give me confidence, I have, therefore, 
dmnght it necessary to send Mackenzie Sahel) to you a s(?eoud time. 
When first Socaiiider Hurntis came, 1 did all in iny powxii* that the wishes 
the English Government might be realised ; but the English Govorn- 
nt would not agree to give assistance if a foreign enemy invaded this 
country, am] nothing was settled. After tlmt, vvJieii an English army 
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entered my country, I was compelled to l)e your enemy, aiul was 
years a wanderer, and returned at tlie eiid coidiision (Cjthool ’iusur> 

reetion). In tlie time when l^ottingiT, Lawre'iua', ami Maekenzie vSrJjrb;; 
came at the stage of Uottkak, 1 agreed to their wishes, and did all in my 
power to protect the army, as is well-known to the above-nKMitioned 
Sahebs : but I could not save them from the liaiuls of the nmltiUuh*, as 
all the army* was disorganize, aud the llritish soldiers eoidd not t 

themselves on aecount of the frost, and moreover, the genthamai did m>i 
attend to my advice. 

2dly. If 1 allow the English, who are my guests, to de})art aceordieg 
to yoiir suggestion, or according to Pottinger tSaiieb's ad\ ie(‘, ii‘ I allow 
the English hulies to depart Ixdbre tin* genlU‘!n(‘n, in either ease oil 
JMaliomedans will look u}>oii me as their (Uieniy, and the whole mnltilude 
will be ()})poscd to me. Eiuler these eiivninstanees, I lu‘g you to red('(‘i 
that, not having eonie to an inuhTstaiiding with yon, and having made 
enemies of them (Mahomedans), liow eau 1 exist? At ])resent, jn;^ 
friends and allies have ju)ssessed theiusidvc'S of tlu‘ govenmieiit ot' C’;d)o<»l. 
and all of them send daily tt> me tluve oribiir nu‘n with oaths and pia). 
testations, requesting me to come and to he tiu'ir king ; and iMahoimd 
Zeman Viizoer — all IIk; (diil/ies are mv friends : and I, 1‘roin the frieiid* 
ship 1 l)t5ar von, do not consent to be tlu‘ king (>t‘ Eab^ol, since to be so 
must involve the mu’essity of hewing your ('iiemy. I pr(*fer your frieitd.^ hig 
to the tlirone (of Cabool), beeatise if i was to go to ('al)oo] now, th<‘ men 
of Cabool wouULpush nw furwa.rd, mid then it wotdd bt'- diiiieidt to rc'h'asc* 
iny guests, and to be on friendiy terms Widi von. Cn this ataaiimt I Iiave 
written to show my friendship for your Covernment. Idease Cod my 
services shall exceed the injuries I have doiu* you. On condition that we 
are friends, let the tiTins of friendship betweem nu^ and my frimids such 
as Mahomed Shah Khan and otimrs be written out, and be sent before tlie 
receipt of my guests in your cam]), that 1 may feel contideiiee. "rh{‘ otiuT 
matters liave been explained to Captain Maekenzie verbally, and h(‘ wiil 
make tlicin known to yon. J lio])e that \oii will write down every article 
in a treaty, sigmsl and sealed. 

(Tliere is no seal to this docnnuuit.) 

No. — Major-Gcffcral I^oiluvk to Moj(>r l\ttt iiujrr, 

JcUdhibatf^ Mud Id, 16*^2, 

8jn, — 1 have tlie honor to acknowledge lli(‘ reeeijit ol'vour ]('tter, dated 
3rd instant. 1 n'gret tliat Sirdar i'dahonmd Akbar Khan should Jmve 
been disa))])oinled at my last reiily, because I fully understood that 1 
rc^plied to his overture when I m.ide the oiler for tlu^ {irisoners, and which 
1 inteiid(;d should he the basis of any iH'gotiatioiis that, might al’tc‘rwards 
be entered into. This ]>oint was, therefore, more particularly addressed 
to Mahomed Akbar jxhan, and tlie other Sirdars not being included in 
this arrangement were })arlicularly speeiiicd by naimx 'Jdils will, ])er]ia])s, 
account for what the Sirdar suj)poses an omission. , Some jiarts of the 
commencement of your letter do not Require an answer. 

* Note — Captain Mackenzie sa}s the word “ Nisard” alludes to the mob oi 
Afi’glians, whom the Sirdar means to suv he could not govern. 
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Tli(‘ circumstance of receiving a Persian inemorandunf vrithout seal or 
f-ignatiin^ (lo(3s )iut evince that confidence and good faith, whicli^ ought to 
he shown wluire a good understanding bcitweeii parties is desired. Pro- 
UH'tioii would always be. afforded toihe Sirdar’s person, if he break with 
his sup]>ort‘ers in eonseqiuaice of tfi(i deli^•Dry of tlje prisoners ; but I 
liad Ix^tter, at once, answta- the re{HKists yon have mentioned. 

With regard to the first, it follows as a matter of course, that whenever 
w^‘ ngr('(; to any terms, amnesty for t!ie jjfist will result. The second 
reque^st alxrat residing at Cabool and .bTiahihnd is out of place now ; it 
imisl d('pend upon (!{)iitingeiieics, and be discussed only after other and 
more important points have ])een agrcf'd upon. 

Wiiii i-crer(‘nc(‘ to lh(i third nMjuest, llie Siivhir Mahomed Akl)ar may 
he as‘air(‘d tliat I w'oul«l guarantee his personal safety whenever he may 
visit my camp ; hat Ins doing so would require some pndiminary arrange- 
immt, unlc'^s he voluntarily claims our }>roteo,tu>n, in which case I could 
immedlaU'Iy arrange for his safety and a]>peal to the (Jox eriimeiit in Jus 
Ix'liiilf. 

1di(‘ fourtli laMjuest nders to matters entirely dej»eiiding on future re- 
sults, and which an* known to God alone. It wu>uld, therefore, be vain 
to s]KV*uiat(‘ on tlieiii at this stage of our negotiation. 

Willi regard to tin* filth and sixth r(Hpu*sts, I liave already told you 
that I su])])os(* the flirdar rests Jiis claim to any present oji Jiis delivering 
up tiie prisoners, which, as I have before stated, will be the best’ cvideiua^ 
of good faitli, and a sine.(‘re wish for favourable terme with the British 
(iov(‘rnin('nt. 

1 have ac(a)nliiigly already mentioned tlic sum of two lacs of rupees : 
the Sirdar Mahonual Akbar must recollect that he is desirous of obtain- 
ing the females of his own family — the British Government will not 
n'tjuin* any money to be jiaid on their account ; and I hereby guarantee 
that on all the prisoners being delivered over to lue, I will write to India 
for the women of the Sirdar iMahomed Akbar, and I have no doubt that 
iiiy request will lx* conqiliinl with. 

As to the tiavment of the money for the jirisoners now with or in tlio 
iK)W(*r of iMaliomed Akliar. it shall be made to any person the Sirdar 
may appoint to n*cei\ (‘ it. or it shall Im paid to Hindoos wlio can give 
biils on Cabool. 'The good f.iitii and honour of the British nation Is not 
doubled, and 1 t!i('r(‘fore hereby pledgi^ myself to pay the two lacs of 
r i])ees on account of‘ Governiiieiit whenever the }>risoners are made over 
to me. 

The iKUvs you have heard from Cabool is not correct : })erhaps vmu 
rel’er to sonu' old news which J may hava? forgotten, but the latest news 
1 have fiami good authority, is in every respec t different, and need not be 
inentioii(‘d liere. 

Yon obsc'rve that the eonduet of the Sirdar in continuing the negotia- 
tion, appears ‘a proof of his sincerity — it evidently does sliow his desire 
to <'ome to terms. 

You seem tv> think that the overtures as they are, or in a modified 
form, should m(‘et with iimnediatc attention, and without reference to 
Government, which lattc’r course you .surmise, might* cause the Sirdar to 
break off the lu'gotiat ion. This 1 cannot believi; ; because if, as I am 
fo understand, the Sirdar is really sincere, lie will have the good sense to 
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know that one Oovernor-Geijeral having gone, and his successor Lonf 
Ellenborough having scarcely completed his journey to the Upper Provin- 
ces, it is impossible he can have given me the full instructions he will d(v 
when he has considered the state of the country. 

When Burncs went in 1 8^i7, there was no cliange in the Government ; 
the same necessity, therefore, did not exist for receiving instructions. 

This is a point which you should carefully explain to the Sirdar,, 
because it is of great importance that he should not be deceived. 

I have, 8ic., 

, G. PoLLiXJK. 

No. 324. — Mnjor-Getia'al PoUoak to Mr, Mad dock, 

Jtilalabad, May 12, 18 

SiK, — I have tlie honour to forAvard a copy of a postscript, which I 
added to the letter which 1 a<ldress(‘d to Major Pottinger, relating to the 
^prisoners — copy of tlie letter has already been forwarded to you. 

I have, 

G. Poi.LOCIv. 

No. 323. — Postscript of a. letter from Major- General Pollock to 
Major Pottimjer, 

Jellalahiuf May 10, 1842. 

P.S. — 1 ought, in the body of this letter, to have rt‘(]U(‘sled of you b) 
remind Mahomed Akbar Khan that the treatment which the* princiiial 
prisoner (General Elphinstone), of high rank and importance, met with, 
caused his death. He was in bad liealth, and at the time when lie could 
not move without assistance he was hurried away from his resid(‘iico, 
exposed to great heat and rain — his death was the (;onse(]ueneo — and the 
greatest solicitude is shown about the health of the Sirdar’s father, wlio 
has been removed, for tlie benefit of cool air, to Deyrali Dlioon ; these 
are facts which should weigh with the Sirdar when he must know that liv 
is not swayed by any political consideration in r(?taining helph^ss h'lnales 
as prisoners ; indeed, the gentlemen he has possessed liimsell' of, are all 
of no importance, in a political point of view. * 

G. Pollock. 

No. 326. — Mr- Maddock to Major-General Pollock, 

Allahabady May If), 1842. 

8m, — The Governor-General directs me to acknowledge the receipt of 
yoio* letter, dated the 8tli instant, addressed to his Lordship, and inclos- 
ing certain letters relative to past events at Cabool, furnished to you by 
Captain Maegregor, and communicating your opinion, while you request 
instructions from the Governor-General as to the course you should 
pursue. f 

2. Those instructions have already been furnished to you by my 
letters of the 2oth and 28th of April, and of the 4tli and (ith of May^ 



and by the orders you received from his Excellency the Commander-irT- 
Cinef, dated the 19th of Ay)ril. 

3. As, however, notwithstanding your being in possession of sufficient 
instructions for your own guidance, it may be convenient that you should 
be fully informed of the general views of the Governor-General, with 
respect to Afrghanistan and the Sikhs, his Lordship has directed me to 
anclosc?, for your own sole information, copies of letters addressed by me 
on the 27th idtiino, and on the 16th instant, to Mr. Clerk. 

I have, 8cc., 

T. II. Mabdock. 


No. 327. — JSlr, Maddoch io Major-General T\)llo(d\ 

Allahahady May 21, 1842. 

Sru, — Your letter of the 26th ultimo, having been mis-sent to Calcutta, 
was only ri^ceived by in(i this day. 

2. That letter incloses a copy of a letter from Major Pottingcr, how 
a j)risouer in the hands of Mahomed Akhar Khan, conveying a message 
from that person, and certain other Afighan chiefs, with the following 
three propositions : — 

First. — The Sirdar wislies to know, in the first place, if we will con- 
sent, to withdraw the greater part of our troops, and leave an agent, with 
a small l)ody of men, to act with whomever the confederates may el(*c.t 
as chief ; in which choice they ])ro])osc to be guided by the wishes of the 
two factions in ('abool, and wish ns to release Dost Mahomed Khan, 

Secondly. — They pro])ose that if the British Government have deter- 
mined on subjeeting the eountry and eontinning the war, the prisoners at 
j)resent in Allghanistan sliall be exchanged for Dost Mahomed Khan, his 
family and attendants, and tliat th(* issue be dependent on the sword. 

Thirdly. — In the event of either of those pro))()sitions not being ap- 
proved of, they wish to know what terms will ]>e granted to t.herrjs(‘lves 
individually ; whether avo, in tlie*event of tlieir submission, will confine 
them, send tlumi to India, take hostages from tluan, reduce their pay; or, 
ill sliort, wliat tliey have to expect from our eleraeney. 

3. Your answer to these jiropositioiis ajipears to have referred only 
to tAVo points, — tlie release of tlie prisoners in the hands of the Aflghans, 
and the terms to be granted to certain chiefs. 

4. To effijct the release of tlie prisoners you offered two lacs of 
rup(;es. 

o. You consented that three cliitTs, named by you (and mentioned by 
Major Pottiiiger as being with Mahomed Akbar Kiian), shall enjoy the 
advantages arising from the hereditary possessions. 

6. The Governor-General observes, that to the first of the proposi- 
tions so made it Avas evidently inconsistent with honor and safety to 
accede. 

7. Under the 13th paragraph of the instructions isSuod*to you on 
the 21 til of h^ebruary (of which alone you were in possession on the 26th 
of April), yon wore authorised to speak of the release of Dost Maho- 
med Khan as an event Avliich, under various contingencies of circum- 
stances, might not be altogether impossible and the death of Shah. 
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Slioc^jn, then to yon, having (‘vidently removed one obstacle to the 

r( l(‘ase of' Dost Mahomed Khan, it is to be regretted that you did not 
sj cak of that event, at least in the cautious terms you were authorised 
to einjdoy. 

f;. Tiie third proposition was clearly one to which no rcjdy could 
bo made. 

9. The iiistruciioiis contained in my letter of the 25th ultimo will 
Ikjvo placed you at liberty to negotiate for a general exchange of priso- 
ners, not excluding Dost Mahomed Khan ; and it is the hope of tlic 
(iovornor-General that you may have been enabled to conclude an ar- 
rangement upon that basis. 

10. Undoubtedly, on the 26tii of April, you remained authorised, by 
the instructions of tlic 2 1th of February, to give money, on the public 
ac(;ount, lor the release of individual j)risoners ; and if, previously to tiu' 
receipt of ray letter of the 2oth of A}>ril, you should have concluded 
a negotiation for the release of any individual ])risoners on tliat condition, 
llie C»o\'crnor-General would feel himself under the necessity of sanc- 
tioning any payment of money to which you may have then pledged your* 
self. After the receipt of that kdter, you will, of course, in any furtluT 
negotiation, have adliored to the instructions contained in it. 

11. It cannot but he a subject of much regret that you siioiild have 
considered it ti) bo neca'ssarv, under any circiimstanexvs, to have any com- 
munieatioii whatever of a. dif)lomatic nature* with Mahom(‘d Akbar Khan, 
in w'liom it must be ini])ossible for any one to place any t rust. 

I have, hc.y 

T. 11. 3Iai)T)OCK. 

No. 328. — M(tjor-G(‘ii(:ral Pollock to Mr, JMinhJork, 

♦ Jelluluhdfl, Moy 12, 1842. 

8tr, — have tin* honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let-ter, dated 
Allahabad, 2oth of A[)ril, 1842, relating to the reh‘aso of prisoners. 

I take this oj)portunity of stating that tlie despatch, dated IDth of 
April, alluded to in the ^companying copy i)f a h^ttcT^' which 1 have re- 
ceived from his Excelleiicy tlie Coinmandei-iii-Cliiid', has not heeij rect iv- 
ed by me. 

I hav(*, 8ce., 

G. Polloc k. 


No, 329.— J//L Clerk (o Mr. Maxhlock. 

Cam]}, Jit'^rawan, May 10, 1S42. 

StR, — I liave the honor to transmit a copy of a letter Irom Captain 
Lawrence, dated the 3rd instant, and with reference to its contents, 1 b('g 
leave to aiate that ! ascribe the back w'ard ness of the Sikh authorities in 
the camp near Peshawur to provide carriage in general *to the Lritish 
Commissariat, to tlie expectation that all the carriage which they cam 
command, and whicii is not excessive, ought to be held available for 

^ Pated Ai'i’il 20. 
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tiiok' own troops in that (piarter, nmounlinfi; to thirty thousand men, and 
tJicir aversion to provide, bullocks hi particular to a v(;ligious and invijici- 
able rcpugiaincc to ccnsigii them to a kiiie-killing country. 

Every instance advanced as exhibiting a want of accommodation on the 
j)art of Ivajali Goolaub Slug strikes me rather as marking defects in our 
own Coiriinissariat there. For instance, the grain bags, tlie use of wbicli 
to Ali Musjid were offered by the Sikhs, wliicJi tliey coidd scarcely have 
expected to see again, if carried beyond Ali Musjid to the camp of a 
large array, where the article must be also in so grc'nt demand. 

1 laive, &c., 

G. CuraTw. 


No. 330. — 'Mdjor-Gcncral Pollock to Mr, Maddoch, 

Jellolahad, May 15, 1842. 

Sru, — I have the bon onr to acknowledge the receipt pf your h'tt(U\ 
dated tlie28tb ultimo, autljorising me to treat for tlie release of prisoners 
with a de faclo Govei;irau‘iit. I regret that the prisoners are not with 
the present p-iiler at Cabv)oJ ( Fufteii dung), but, if ho sueceods in bis 
]>reseiit struggle, J think it v(Ty prol>abIe he may ii=ecure the pri^pners at 
Chi])ouI, aud his success will ])e tiie signal to IMaliojued Akbar again to 
ask lor tonus. 

I have, 

G. Pollock. ' 


No. 331. — M((jor-Gon.cral Pollock to JSh, Maddock, 

Jellalabadj May 15, 1842. 

SriL — T have the honour to acknowledge tlic receipt of your letter, 
dated the 2Stli ultimo, ou the subject of Shah iShoojah’s death, uiid the 
impossibility in tlu^ present uiisetth'd state of ailairs for the British 
CTOvenunent to recognise any individual us the successor to the mo- 
il arc liy. 

I have, 8tc., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 332. — 3l(jor-Gvncral Pollock to lAcutcnani-Cotouvl Liutril- 

Jdlulahady May 14, 1842. 

Sm, — I hav(^ the honor to transmit herewith a (mpy of a letter I have 
just received from the Secretary to Government ; also a copy of my 
rejily. I trust 1 shall be excused for delaying a lew clays, after J may be 
ready to move, to receive anollier letter from Goveniment. Indecal, it is 
by no means certain that 1 shall have suflieieiit cattle to* move, even 
tiu? rejily from Government may arrrive, for 1 require ufwards of 
2,(){)0 camels, not reckoning those wliicli must carr^^ grain ; it is, how- 
ever, probable I may obtain yahoos and mules for groin. . 1 shall be glad 
if it so turn out, for camels do not thrive here. 
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I trust the view^I have taken of our situation here will meet the ap- 
probation of his Excellency the Commaruler-in-Cliief. 

I have, &c., 

' G. Pollock. 

♦ 

No. 35^. — Lmdcnantr Colonel Laard iso Major-General Volloelu 

Simla^ May 28, 1842.. 

Str, — I have the*i honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated Jellajabad, 14th May. 1842, inclosing a copy of a letter from the 
Secretary to Government, a;|id your rejdy tliereto. 

In answer to your reihafk that you hope tlie view you have taken of 
your situation will meet tlic approbation of the Coinniander-in~Chi(‘f, 1 
am desired by his Excellency to state tliat his (ijder to you, dated 29th 
Ai)ril, to withdraw tJie fonje und(T your command from Aifglihnistau, 
was sent under authority of the Governor-Gei^ira] of India (as there- 
in stated, dateef 19th Aiiril, 1842), and his Lordshi}) lias since approved 
of tin? spirit and wording of tliat order. His Excellen(*y cannot observe, 
from Mr. Secretary Maddock's letter of ^^th A})ril, that any discn^tioii- 
ary })ower was conveyed to you ; on the contniry, you are ther(*in told 
that, evef^had yoi*i advanced upon Cabool, his Lordshijfs view, previously 
taken, of the policy to be pursued, that is, withdrawing at the (‘arliest 
])racticable period .lyitliin the Khyber Pass,” remained unaltered. 

3Ir. Maddock’s letter of the 4th and f>th instant re[)cat this opinion. 

On the 14th instant, by the Cornmander-in-Chiers order, I apprised 
you of the arrangements intended.to makp your troojis more coinlbrta])l(^ 
when they had crossed the Indus ; from iliis you will perceive that no 
change hud taken place up to that date : these arrangements have now 
been approved by bis Lordsliip in a letter of the 20th, The idepiiants 
and bearers will in part be assembled at Ferozepore ; Imt his Excellency 
fears that your long diday, after the receipt of his iiistruc4ions of the 
29th ultimo, will not allow of any troops passing through llie Puujaub, 
though so much desired. 

At all events, aid of all kinds may 1)0 given to you when you cnt(?r tlie 
Sikh country, which would have been iinjjraetieable hud the Khyber 
Pass been* again closed in your rear. 

w I liayt^ &;c., 

^ J. Luakd. 


No. 334 .— Wa Maddock to Mr. Clerk. 

AUahahadf May 28, 1842. 

Sir, — The accounts transmitted in your letter of the Kith instant, 
just received, of the acts of insubordination which have taken place 
amongst the Sikh troops at Peshawur, subsequently to the departure of 
Rajah Gct>laub Sing, have given the Governor-General much dis- 
(piietude. His Lordslpp fears that the difficulties already so great in 
procuring proviiSons and carriage* for the British army will be most seri- 
ously incTcased. 
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The Governor-General always viewed with maclw uneasiness the 
presence of a Sikh force so unnecessarily large at Peshawiir, and he 
would be glad to see it diminished by any extensive grants of furlough. 
Ilis Lordship desires that you will take an opportunity of expressing 
to the Maha Rajah his high sense of the energy displayed by his High- 
ness, under these cir<niinstances, in proceeding in person towards Peslia- 
wur, as well as of tlie provident wisdom evinced by his Highness in the 
measures which have been taken for bringing forward the means of car- 
riage and supply. 

3. The Governor-General has learnt with surprise that, in your opin- 
ion, “ the cause of the Sikh army being so numerous at Peshawur is to 
be found in tlie irregular longings so often manifested by our authorities 
to obtain possession of Pesliawur.” 

4. You are expressly autliorised to give to the Maha Rajah the assur- 
ances of the Governor-General that his Government entertains no wish 
to possess or occupy any j)ortion whatever of iiis Highness’s dominions, 
and is desirous only that his Highness should long retain them all in 
honor and prosper! t^^, — the faithful ally of the British Government, as 
his great predecessor, the Maha Rajah Runjeet Sing, was for many 
years. 

I have, &c., 

T. 11. Maddock. 

No. 335. — Mr, Maddock to Mr, Clrrh. 

Allahahad^ May 23, 1842. 

Sir, — The povernor-Gcrioral is apprehensive that Major-General Pol- 
lock may experience some ditliculties in his endeavours to procure car- 
riage and supplies, from a deficiency of treasure. 

2. If you should have reason to think that this is the case, you are 
authorised to take such means as, in the [)resent state of the Sikh coun- 
try and its army, may appear to you to be most secure, for the purpose 
of forwarding to the Major-General the sum of ten lacs of treasure. 

I liave, 8cc., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 33G. — The Gooernor^Geueral of India to General Sir Jasper 

Nwolh, 

Allahabad^ May 23, 1842. 

Geneuad, — Under tlie apprehension tiiat Major-General Pollock maybe 
m want of treasun^, and so subjected to great difhculties in the procur- 
ing of carriage and sujiplies (in the present disorganised state of the 
Sikh army in his rear), 1 have authorised Mr. Clerk to send^eii lacs to 
the Major-General, in such manner as he may deem most seSre. 

2. As a payment of ten lacs will be immediately made to the Sikh 
Government on account of sums received for them fyoin Sinde, and that 
sum is now at Ferozepore, Mr. Clerk will probably be edlbled to take 
advantage of any escort the Maha Rajah may send for that sum, to pro- 

W W 
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tect the transpoll; of the treasure intended for Major-General Pollock : 
sucli, at least, is Mr, Clerk’s opinion. 

3. I have suggested to Mr. Clerk that it would be well to induce the 
Sikh Government to grant extensive furloughs to their troops at 
Peshawur. 

4. 1 have removed, I trust, by the declaration I have made, the aj)- 
prehension which appears to have been entertained that the British 
Government desired to have possession of Peshawur. This apprehen- 
sion, in Mi*. Clerk’s opinion, led to the congregating of so large a Sikh 
force there. 

5. All these events and circumstances onl}^ make rac the more 
earnestly desire the speedy return of Major-General Pollock’s army t(^ 
the Sutlej. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenborough. 


No. 337. — Mr. Maddock to Mr. Clerk. 

Allahabad^ May 25, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the re(‘eipt of your letter of 
the 16th instant, No. , wherein you state that you anf using every 
exertion to apply the means of^ the Sikh Government, in men and money, 
to maintain the passage of the Khyber Pass, and express your opinion 
that it should rest with General Pollock, to discriminate between what 
portions of that duty should be assigned to tlie Sikhs, what to the Political 
Agent under him for tiegociation, and wliat to the troops newly enter- 
taii>ed or to be entertained by him, and suggest that the Major-Gem eral 
should be authorised to direct as many more men, such as those under 
Captain Thomas, as he thinks proper, to be raised. 

2. I am directed by the Governor-General to refer you to the following 
passage in the letter, dated the loth of March, 1842, from the Governor- 
General in Council to the Commander-in chief, which letter has been 
communicated to you : — 

“ His Lordship in Council cannot sanction the occupation of an 
advanced position beyond the Khyber Pass by Major-General Pollock, 
unless that General should be satisfied that he can, — without depending 
upon the forbearance of the tribes near tlie Pass, which, obtained only by 
purchase, must, under all circumstances, be precarious, and without 
depending upon the fidelity of tiie Sikh Chiefs, or npon the j)ower of 
those chiefs to restrain their troops, upon neither of which can any re- 
liance be safely placed, — feel assured that he can, by his own strength, 
overawe or overcome all who may dispute the Pass, and keep up at all 
times his communication witli Peshawur and the Indus. 

3. The Governor-General has never seen reason to alter the opinion 
thus expreflfed. 

4. The recent insubordination amongst the Sikh troops has, in one 
important respect, shown the correctness of that opinion, and has increas- 
ed the Goverfor-Gdneral’s desire to see the troops under Major-General 
Pollock again in possession of easy and certain communication with 
India, an object which his Lordship can have no doubt that the Major- 
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General will, in obedience to his instructions and to th^ clearest dictates 
of military prudence, endeavour to effect at the earliest period. 

5. The Major-General is already empowered to add to the irregular 
force under his command. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 338. — Mr, Maddock to the Secretary to the Government of 
India at Fort William, 

Allahabad, May 26, 1842. 

Sir, — The Govern or- General deems it right to impress upon every officer 
employed either in the military or political service of the Government 
the necessity of preserving absolute secrecy in all matters of a military 
or political nature which may officially come to his knowledge. Such 
secrec}^ the want of which is at all times disparaging and injurious to a 
government, is at the jiresent moment essential to the success of mea- 
sures upon which the safety of armies may depend. 

2. The comparative unimportance of all movements of troops, and of 
most ])olitical transactions during a long and profund peace, may gradu- 
ally have led to flie habit of inconsiderately divulging the orders and 
intentions of the Government, but this cannot be done witliout the most 
extensive injury to the State in time of actual or apprehended war, or at 
a period of gi’cat political •excitement ; and the Governor-General must 
observe that officH^rs, whose knowledge is limited to what comes before 
them in their official capacity, are not competent judges of the impor- 
tance of the several facts thus brought to their knowledge ; and, in 
divulging that which to tliem may seem little and unimportant, they may 
really be divulging that which, taken in conjunction with other facts not 
known to them, may convey very valuable intelligence to the enemy. 

3. The Governor- General hopes that it will be enough thus to convey 
his opinion to the several liigher officers of the military and political 
departments to secure their own absolute secrecy and their active aid in 
preventing the publicity which, through the means of their subordinates, 
may be given to matters of high public concernment. 

* I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 339. — Mr, Maddock to Mr, Clerk, 

Allahabad, May 26, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
tlie 18th instant, informing me that the Lahore Government evinces con- 
siderable desire to receive possession of either Jellalabad, qj Cabool, or 
both ; but that, before ‘engaging definitively to hold Jellalabad, the Dur- 
bar is anxious to ascertain the views of the British Government for the 
linal adjustment of the entire Affghan question. • 

2. The letter addressed to you by me, on the IGtk instant, will have 
placed you in possession of the Governor-Generars views upon the sub- 
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ject, and you art* thereby instructed to endeavour to bririfr the Laliore 
Government to entertain similar views, nanudy, — that the future object 
of the policy of the two Governments should be to maintain Affghanistan 
in that state in which it may be unable to do anything against us, and 
that the visionary design should be foregone of placing it in a state in 
whieh it should possess power, and be content to use it against invaders 
from the West, without entertaining any designs of ambition against its 
neighbours in Jhe East. 

3. You have likewise been informed, by ray letter of the 27th ultimo, 
that, if the Lahore Government, or the Jummoo Rajahs, with its permis- 
sion, should be de>sirous of adding to its dominion the territory lying 
between the right bank of tlie Indus, the Suheed Koh range, and the 
Himalaya, the British Government would, under present circumstances, 
not object to the carrying of that object into effect, and would facilitate 
its accomplishment by placing Jelhilabad in the hands of the Sikhs. 

4. But that place can iu no case be evacuated by the British troo])s 
one hour sooner than may be deemed consistent with their safety to give 
it up. 

t5. ' If the Lahore Government should be disposed to entertain these 
views, and to employ on its own account its too numerous army for the 
purpose of making these accpiisitious, tending so much ^ its renown, the 
formation of a British anny upon the Sutlej would strongly contribute to 
the maintenance of tran(|uillity amongst the Sindliawalla chiefs. 

6. But, as a true friend of the Lahore Government the Governor- 
General would not advise it to engage in new designs for the accpiisition 
of territory beyond the Indus, and, at the same time, to })roject conquests 
beyond the Himalaya. You have been already informed that the 
Governor-General will not engage in an armed irfterventioii between the 
Sikhs and the Chinese, although Iiis Lordship is willing to use his good 
offices for their reconciliation. 

7. The Governor-General is prepared, therefore, to facilitate all the 
reasonable objects which the Lahore Governnient may entertain. It 
appears to the Governor-General that it would be most desirable that the 
Sikh army should not block up the Khyber Pass in the rear of Major- 
General Pollock, but either Q^XMipy positions in his front, or on the left 
bank of the Caboed river, so that it might at Oncti be put in possession 
of the territory which may ultimately be annexed to tlie Lahore 
dominions. 

8. To place a considerable force of Sikhs, in tlie present disorganized 
state of the Sikh army, in the rear of Major-General Pollock’s position at 
Jellalabad, and between him and the mouth of the PaSvS, seems to be a 
measure frauglit with danger, and, if it sliould produce no other effect, 
must seriously interfere yvbh the present supply of Major-General 
Pollock’s array. 

9. That army lias not the means of moving in advance, even if it were 
strong enough to do so, holding the passes in its rear, and securing, as it 
advanced, the several points whicli must be occupied in succession, to 
maintain its communication with India. 

10. A British aiany must not depend, for tlie maintenance of its 
communications, upon the, precarious discipline of Sikhs, and the yet 
more precarious fidelity of Afreedees. It must diqieiid upon its own 
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intrinsic strength; and, if that strength neither is,tnor canbema«tr 
sufficient for the purpose, retirement, at the earliest period consistent 
with the health of the troops, however painful that retirement may be, 
will be found the safest, and, in the end, the most honourable course for 
it t*o pursue. 

I have, &c., 

T. 11 . Maddock. 


No. 340. — Mr* Maddock to Mr* Clerk. 

Allahabad, May 27, 1842. 

Sm, — The Governor-General has observed that in the letter of the 
Maha Kajah, dated the 5th May, in your letter in reply to the same, and 
in the reported conversations of Rajah Goolaub Sing, the Sikh troops 
which appear to have been ordered to advance through the Khyber Pass 
are termed the ‘‘ stipulated troops.” 

2. There is no stipulation between the British Government and the 
Lahore Government wit^ respect to the advance of any Sikh troops, or 
to the service of any Sikh troops with the British army. 

3. The stipulation contained in the 15th article of the tripartite 
treaty, for holding in readiness a' body of 5,000 Mahomedans for the 
support of the late Shall, must of necessity have now ceased to have effect, 
when the Shah has been murdered, and no successor to the throne has 
been recognised by either Government, when therefore there is no object 
whatever under that treaty for which such troops thereby stipulated could 
be employed. 

4. The inconsiderate adoption of this expression may lead the Lahore 
Government or its officers to the erroneous supposition that the Britisli 
Government still deems the tripartite treaty, or part thereof, to be in 
force, whereas with respect to the provision#in the 15th article of that 
treaty the Governor-General entertains doubts whether it has ever been 
observed so as to give the Lah^e Government a just claim to the payment 
of any part of the annual sum thereby guaranteed to the Lahore Govern- 
ment ; and, with respect to the treaty generally, the Governor-General 
has no doubt that oi^e of the contracting parties, in whose behalf and in 
whose favor it was executed, being no longer in existence, and there being 
no successor to such contracting party capable of executing its provisions, 
the treaty is, as regards the future, altogether abrogated and null. 

I have, &c., 

T, IL Maddock. 

No. 341. — Mr. Maddock to Major-^ General Pollock. 

Allahabad^ May 29, 1842. 

Sir, — The Governor- General has experienced much disappointment at 
not receiving from you, from time to time since your arrival at Jellalabad, 
detailed statements of the condition of the army under your command, 
showing the number of effectives present, and of sick, and your means of 
supply and movement ; and his Lordship directs me to request that such 
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statements may hft regularly and frequently transmitted to him, together 
with a report of the actual position of the several parties in Upper 
Aftghanistan. 

have, &c., 

T, IL MADDOCKfc 

No. 342. — Mr. Clet'h to Mr. Maddock. 

Bojfsecany May 21, 1842. * 
Sir, — I have the honor to transmit, for the information of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, copy of a letter addressed to Major- 
General Pollock, C.B., on the 18th instant. 

I have, &c., 

, G. Clerk. 


No. 343. — Mr. Clerk to Major-General Pollock. 

^asseeaUy May 18, 1842. 

Sir, — With reference to the instructions of Government, addressed t(» 
you on the 3d instant, I have the honor to inform you that the Sikh 
Government is, at present, not prepared to accjjpt the occupation of 
Jellelabad. 

2. It seems that the Sikh Government would be glad to accept that, 

or any other fortress in Afghanistan, which the British Government 
might determine on abandoning ; but that it feels there would be much 
indiscretion in stopping in a prominent position in that country until a 
declaration, by the British Government, of its ultimate views there, sliould 
enable the Sikhs to render their measures for the security of such posi- 
tions more or less extensive and circumspect, according to the nature of 
those views. * 

3. Nevertheless, should you be absolutely withdrawing from Jellala- 

bad to India, I think tlte Sikhs would^ without further explanation of 
future plans, accept Jellalabad from you ; and I think it would be in 
accordance with the intentions of the Governor-General that you shold, at 
such a time, offer it to them. » 

4. I have not opened myself any negotiation with the Sikh Durbar 
on this subject, on such grounds ; for I do not believe that, with tlie 
negotiations pending in your front, you will withdraw ; or tliat, if such 
causes did not detain you, you could now withdraw, with due regard, to 
considerations relating to the health of your troops, as adverted to in the 
fourth paragraph of the instructions in Mr. Maddock’s letter of the 4th 
instant, to your address. 

I have, &c., 

George Clerk. 

No. 344. — Mr. Maddock to Major-General Pollock. 

^ Allahabad^ May 29, 1842. 

Sir, — The Governor-General has observed that, in a letter addressed 
to you by Mr. Clerk on the 18 th instant, that gentleman remarks that 
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he does not believe that, with the negociations pending in your front, 
you will withdraw.” 

2. As Mr. Clerk was on the 18th instant, in possession of the orders 
addressed to you by the Coinmander-in-Cliief on the 29th ultimo, the 
Governor-General infers that in so expressing his “ belief that you would 
not withdraw with the negotiations jjending in your front,” he had in 
view the paragraplis in those orders which relate to negotiations for the 
release of the prisoners, which paragraphs are in these words : — 

The only circumstances which can authorise delay in obeying this 
order, are : — 1st. That you may have brought a negotiation for the 
release of the prisoners lately confined at Buddcabad, to such a point 
tliat you miglit risk its happy accomplishment by withdrawing.” Further 
on : — 

I do not recommend delay in the first case, unless the prisoners are 
actually on the way to your camp, as no faitli can be placed in Aifghan 
promises or oaths.” Further on again : — 

P. 6. “I allude entirely to the officers and ladies now, or lately, at 
Buddeahad, oy its vicinity ; tliose at Cabool cannot, I think, be. saved 
by any treaty or agreement made under existing cii;cumstances at 
Jcllalabad.” 

3. All these instructions obviously relate to negotiations almost 
brought to accomplishment at the time of your receiving the Comman- 
der-in -Chiefs letter, not to negotiations which might then be pending, 
and of dubious event, still less to any which might be subsequently 
instituted. 

4. The Governor-General is only at present acquainted with certain 
))ropositions having been made by Mahomed Akbar Khan (the Affghan, 
of all others, in whose promises and oaths no faith can be placed), to 
which you replied, through Major Pottinger, by the postscript to another 
letter from you to Major Pottinger, conveying a message to the same 
Maliomed Akbar Kliaii. 

5. Nothing lias come to his Lordship’s knowledge which could lead 
to the conclusion that any negotiations with Mahomed Akbar Khan ever 
liad been in the state which alone could have justified delay in withdraw- 
ing, in pursuance of the extracts I have cited from the Commander-in- 
Cliiefs instructions to you, of the 29th ultimo. 

6. The Govenior-Gciieral does not suppose that you can have misun- 
derstood those instructions ; but, if the observation in Mr. Clerk’s letter 
of the IStli instant had been suftered to pass in silence, that silence might 
have appeared to be acquiescence in a wrong interpretation, and you 
might possibly have been so misled into adopting it. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Madjdock. 


No. 345. — Mr, Maddoch to Mr, Clerk. > 

Allahabad^ May 29, 1842. 

Sm, — Tfie Governor-General is desirous that no 4ime should be lost in 
acquainting the Maha Rajah with the intention of assembling an army of 
reserve upon, or near, tlie Sutlej, at the end of the cold season, as his- 



Lordship is of opfnion that it would be desirable at once to announce 
4.1iat intention publicly. * 

I have, &c., 

T. 11. Maddock. 


No. 346. — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Mad dock. 

, Jellalahad, May 19 184*2. 

SiRj — I have this day received a copy of your dis})atcli (No. 2(>, of 
1842), dated 27th ultimo, to Mr. Clerk, in which it is proposed that 
Jellalabad may be made over to the Sikhs. Such a measure would great- 
ly facilitate the withdrawal of our troops from Aflghanistan, as the Sikhs, 
for their own interest, would secure the Khyber Pass. 

In any such arrangement it appears to me that the retrograde move- 
ment of our troops should be delayed till a more favo-rable season. At 
the present time, there is great scarcity of water in the Pass, and the 
troops would suffer much in consequence ; and, moreover, the negotia- 
tions for the release of the prisoners would be materially affected by 
retracing our steps now. * 

I am averse to having the Sikhs in njy neighbourhood, en account of 
forage and supplies, but have suggested their advancing to the vicinity of 
Pesh Bolak or to Ali Lughmaii. I have preferred the former place, 
because the Malliks of Kote refuse to pay the revenue, and the proximity 
of any force to Kote is likely to produce the desired efi'(‘ct, without the 
necessity of my moving the British troo])s at this season more than is 
absolutely necessiiry. I shall be glad if any arrangement which may be 
made, touching the delivery of the fort of Jellalabad to the Sikhs, be 
kept secret, as its being known would oj)erate against the release of the 
prisoners, and the fort should not be made over until our tro©j)s actually 
retire. 

I have no intention of sending troops to Bazaar and Chora at present. 
They must necessarily go without tents ; and although two days oidy are 
mentioned, they might be detained longer ; and at this season, uidess 
absolutely necessary, I think it would be an injudicious exposure of men 
to obtain a doubtfid object. 

I enclose herewith a copy of a letter from Ca))tain Macktison to my 
address, and copy of a letter from Captain Lawrence to the address tif 
Mr. Clerk. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 347. — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Jellalabad^ May 20, 1842. 

Sib, — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated the — th instant, on the subject of my withdrawing from Jellalabad 
to Peshawur ; the difipatch of the 19th ultimo I have not yet received. 

I have already in my letter, dated the 13th instant, entered on the sub* 
ject, and must receive a reply before I shall be able to move. 



369 


I liave endeavoured to procure camels here, and# have written to 
Veshawur ; but 1 fear I cannot expect more tlian 40(), including thos(j 
coming from Feroze})ore ; and unless more be sent from the provinces, 

I don’t know where to look for them ; I have been able to purdiase only 
a few here, and am therefore unable to move the whole force. 

In order to meet the wishes of Government by retiring, tlie first objeijt 
would be to secure the Khyber Pass with our own troops, leaving one 
regiment at Ali Musjid, and two at Liindi Kliana, one of the latter being 
Europeans. I should also be obliged to send several hundred camels 
laden to Peshawur, witli superfluous stores, which must return to take 
baggage, &c., of the force ; but even then, 1 should not be able to move 
tlie remaindjL^r. I shall therefore be glad if any letter from Governmeut 
may authorise my rcinaiiiiiig till October or November, in which case 
(haieral Nott should also be directed to remain. 

Although I do not think tlie troops sutler more in marching in hot 
weather tliaii in a standing (ainip, yet I should be glad to spare them a 
liiareh to Peshawur, at this season, certainly not more healthy than this 
])Iace, for tliere arc ditlieulties now which we sliould not experience in 
()(;t(>ber or Novenber. At present there is a great scarcity of water in 
the jiass ; from Luiidi KJiana to Ali Musjid there is hardly a drop. At 
the top of Luiidi Khaua there are two wells ; but they could not supt>Iy 
water for a iliird of this force, and that only for a short time. The 
w'ater below, on this side, is scantily supplied, and I fear there would 
liardly be suflicieiit for the troops on arriving there, and they would 
reipiire to take on a large quantity. I am glad to say that suppliers 
come ill jihaitifully, and I have now upwards of forty days’ attah and 
rice on f ull rations ; on this score, tlicrefore, I Jiave no fear : and if, in 
the mean time, exertions are made to send mo camels, elephants, mules, 
or yaboos, I will move back wlieuever a good opportunity offers. 

With regard to the Pass, the Sikhs being desirous of eotriing to this 
side of it, will, T doubt not hold it on their own account ; and if .lellalabad 
be made over to them, it wdll greatly facilitate our return to Peshawur. 

1 have been wdtli the Commissariat Obieer for some hours, endeavour- 
ing to make some arrangement by whiidi I could move, but without 
success. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


, No. 348. — Major- Gat cral Pollock to Mr, Maddock. 

Jcllalahad^ May 20, 1842. 

Sir, — I liave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated the 4th iiistaiit, authorrsiiig me to ])urchase camels ; a few have 
been purchased, and 1 hope the natives will be induced to bring them in 
greater numbers when they find a ready sale. 

I Iiaw, &c., 

G. Pollock. 
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No. 3491 — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Jellalahad^ May 20, 1842. 

Sm, — 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated the 30th of April, 1842, on the subject of the dragoon regiment. 

number of grass-cutters have !)een engaged ; and I have written to 
Peshawur for men, if procurable ; in the mean time, the liorses are daily 
im})roving on blioosa mixed with grass. I ilop(^ soon to see them in as 
good condition as any (cavalry hors(»s here. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 3o0. — Mr. Maddock to Major-General Pollock. 

Allahabad^ June 1, 1842. 

Sm, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
20th ultimo, and to express tlie extreme regret of the Governor-General, 
that your army should be so deficient in carriage as you re])resent, and 
thus unable to move. 

2. Tlie retirement of your army iininediatcly after the victory gained 
by Sir Robert Sale, tlie forcing of the Khyber Pass, and the relief of 
Jellalabad, would have had the appearance of a military operation suc- 
cessfully accomplished, and even triumphantly achieved. 

3. Its retirement, after six months of inaction, before a following 
array of Affghans, will have an appearance of a difhTent and less advan- 
tageous character. 

4. It would be desirable, undoubtedly, tliat before finally (juitting 
Aflghanistarj^ you should have an opportunity of striking a blow at the 
enemy ; and since circumstances seem to compel you to remain there till 
October, the Governor-C^eneral earnestly hopes that you may be enaliled 
to draw the enemy into a position in which you may strike such a blow 
effectually. You have already full j lowers to do everything you may 
deem necessary for the comfort of your troOjis, and for their efficiency. 

5. The oHicors, termed Political Agents, w(41 ac(|uainted with the 
country, and with the people, arc at your disposal, for the pin-pose of 
aiding you in the equipment of your army. 

6. The Governor-General will request tlie Commander-in-Ohief to 
select an officer who may be solely responsible for tin* procuring for your 
army of the means of movi*mcnt, and bring into efficient co-oi)eratioii 
all the several piTSons now einjiloyed for that purpose. This officer will 
be dire(‘ted to report weekly to tlie Governor-General, and the Coin^ 
mander-in-Chii'f, and to you. 

It will be for your consideration wliether your large army, orie-balf 
of which would beat, in open field, everything that could be brought 
against it in Affghanistan, should remain entirely inactive during the 
period which must now appanmily elajise before it can finally retire. 
Although you may not have, or soon bo alile to procure the means of 
moving your whole army, you may possibly be able to move a part of it 
rapidly against somu portion of the enemy's force incautiously exjK)sed, 
and of giving; it a severe blow. 
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8. You may possibly be able to throw a portion pf your force over 
the Cabool river, for the purpose of a chuppow. and of bringing in' 
prisoners of importance, whom you may use in excliange. You may 
make your strength severely felt by sallies of this description, should 
they be practicable, and crejite a strong desire, on the part of the enemy, 
to induce you to leave the country. 

9. You will recollect, in all you may undertake, that you must keep 
your communications in your own power, and not depend upon Siklis or 
Afreedees. 

10. The Sikhs you will endeavour to induce to occupy the left bank 
of the Cabool river, so that the road to your rear may be always unen- 
cumbered and free. 

11. You liave proi)erly no political duties ; you are to be governed 
by military considerations alone, to make the force you have at your 
disposal felt by tlui enemy, whenever you can, and withdraw it at the 
earliest period, consistently with its health and efficiency, into positions 
wherein you may Imve easy and certain communication with India. The 
execution of these military objects will, of itself, accomplish all the 
political objects which the Government now has in Affghanistan. 

12. It has already l)e(‘n intimated to General Nott that it is expected 
that cousid(‘rations, connected with the se^ison aiid the health of his 
troo])s, will not enabhi him to withdraw below the passes till October. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Haddock. 


No. 3ol. — Mr. Maddock to Majoi'- General Nott 

Allahahady Jane 1, 1842. 

I am directed to inform you that, in consequence of the very 
d(*fective state of the means of movement possessed by Major-General 
Pidlock, it appears to be out of his j)ower to retire from Jellalabad until 
October, when his retirement will certainly take j)lace. * 

2. You will take care that the garrisons of Kclat-i-Ghilzie and 
Ghiriskh shall be drawn away in sipch time as to enable you to move your 
army towards Sukkur as soon as the season will permit. 

3. Ev(n 7 efi’ort will be made by Major Outram to procure for you 
vsulficieiit means of movement. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 

No. 352. — Mr. Maddock to Major Outram. 

Allahabad^ June 1, 1842. 

Sir, — In communicating to you a copy of a letter this day addressed 
by me to Major-General Nott, I am directed to remind you that, it 
being necessary at the same time to provide the means of movement for 
Mjijor-General Pollock’s army, as well as Major-General Nott’s, and like- 
wise probably to move a largo body of troops to a camp on, or near the 
Sutlej, it is desirable that the several officers charged with the procuring 
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of carads and c/.lier animals for these several purposes should confine? 
themiselves to particular i)ortions of country, and not bid against each 
other. 

2. You will, therefore, on your part, or on that of your subordinate 
office^rs, not make any piindiases of animals, or engage any on hire, in the 
country to the eastward of Mitton Kote, and of the state of Jessulmere. 

I have. See., 

T. IJ. Maodock. 


No. 353. — T/ic Gonnior- General of India to General Sir Jasper 

Nieolk 

Allaliahad, Jane I, 1842. 

Genkral, — In communicating to your Excellency copies of the several 
letters addressed ])y my direction this day to Major-General ]\>lIock, 
jMajor-GeiierahjXott, and IMnjor Outran), T have to s\iggest to you the 
expediency of intrusting to some one otriccr the sole duty, and thus 
imposing upon him llie sole responsibility of making such purchases and 
hirings of camels, and oth(?r animals, as may be reepiired for llie effectual 
equipment of General Pollock’s force, of jdacing all the ofhcc'rs now 
cinjdoyed for such purj)oses, wlu'ther political or military, in communica- 
tion with, and (for such i)ur})oses) in subordination to, such chief ollicer, 
and of directing such chief’ officer to fumisli to your excellency, to me, 
and to Major-General Pollock, weekly returns of his ])roceedings, show- 
iiig the number of each d(‘scriptioii of animals with Major-General 
Pollock, and on the route to join him ; the probable ])eriod of arrival ; 
tlie probable position at the date of return ; the num])er and description 
of persons aecoin})anyiiig the several convoys of animals, and under 
what terms engaged ; and the cost of tin; animals, if purcliased, — their, 
hire, if hir<'d, — should be annexed. 

The oilicer seh‘(‘t(.*d by your Excelleiu'y sliould take care not to draw 
any supplies of animals from tlie country to the west of Mittun Kote 
and to the west of’ the States of B}iawul])ore, Bickanere, and Jcypore, 
wliich has been allotted to Major Ouliam, lor the use of the army of 
Major-General Nott. 

The extreme deficiency of animals which a])p(‘ars to exist with the 
army under Major-General Pollock, and the necessity of providing at 
once for his wants, and for those of Major-General Nott, nuiy render it 
difficult and expensive, to a great degree, to bring together the proposed 
army of Reserve. Certainly, that army would only b(?gin to move at the 
time when all the animals required i’or the armies beyond the Indus must 
be already with them, and it might draw its animals from other portions 
of territory : still, 1 apprehend, there would be very considerable diffi- 
culty in equipping it. • 

As the a])poiritmerjt of an officer with such high responsibilit}^ and 
such imporlaiit duties, is necessarily unusual, 1 am disposed to think that 
it would b(^ perfectly justifiable to depart from usual rules in the selec- 
tion of him ,* and, if, your Excellency should be of 0 ])inion that M«ijor- 
General Battine, who commands at Ferozepore, and of ^ have 

heard a high character, would i>e most competent to perform the duty, or 
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if your Excellency would intrust it to the Quarter- Master-General, I 
shall be pre])ared to do anything that may be required for the purpose of 
afl’ording to him all the requisite authority. 

The cause of the whole mischief, is the having hired, camels to Jellala- 
bad, only with the condition that, immediately on arriving there, they 
should be sent back to Peshawur ; so that in no case could they have 
been used for an advance, and for retirement only, in the event of its 
being immediate. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenboiiougii. 

No. 354. — Mr. Maddock to Mr. Clerk. 

Allahabad^ Jane I, 1842. 

Sill, — I am directed by the Governor- General to communicate to you 
a coj)y of a letter addressed by his Lordship, this day, to liis Excellency 
the Commaiidcr-iu-Chief. 

2. You will, of course, give, as indeed you have done, every aid in 
the ])rocuring of the necessary equipment in animals for Major-General 
Pollock’s army, and (iornmunicato coiiHdentiall}', and zealously co-operat(i 
with any officer whom, at the n^piest of tJic Governor-General, his 
Excellency may charge with the duty of superintending in cliief the 
equipment of the army at Jellalabad. 

3. The Governor-General entertains much doubt, whether it will be 
possible to furnish, at the same time, with the means of movement, two 
armies in the field, and the proposed army of reserve ; but his Lordship 
would forego with mucli regret the intention of bringing together the 
army of reserve at the place, and of the force, already indicated to you, 
as he attaches great importance to it. 

I have, &c., 

T. 11. Maddock. 

No. 355. — Mr. Maddock to Mr. Clerk, 

Allahabad^ June 4, 1842. 

Sir, — T he obtaining of a sufiiciciit supply of animals of burthen and 
draught for the use of Major-General Pollock’s army is deemed by the 
Governor-General to be, at the pi'esent moment, the matter of most 
importance, inasmuch as that army, without such means of movement, 
is not only in a state of necessary inactivity, but in one of danger. 

2. The Governor-General is satisfied that your most zealous exertions 

will be directed, in communication with the officer who may be especially 
made responsible for the management of this branch of the service, to the 
accomplishment of this essential object ; and the Governor-General 
invites you to acquaint him forthwith with your views upon the subject, 
and with such calculation as you may be enabled to make of the means 
of movement which, before the 1st of October, may be phiced at Major- 
General Pollock’s disposal. ^ 

3. The number of camels, whereby the five brigades were accompa- 
nied, ai)pears to have been about 4,000, whereof 1,600 only were Go- 
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vemment propertj^ ; and all the hired camels, it is to be feared, have been 
withdrawn, while considerable losses have tfiken place amongst the 
camels which were . Government property. Tlie brigade under Major- 
General Sale likewise requires the means of movement, as it is appre- 
hended that the Major-General was under the necessity of destroying the 
few camels. he had some days previous to his victory of the 7th of April. 
Captain Mackeson appears to have been eminently unsuccessful in pro- 
curing camels at Peshawur. 

4. Another matter of great importance, with a view to the retirement 
of the army of Major-General Pollock across the Punjaub, is the prepara- 
tion of boats in sufiicient number, and of ample size, for the passage cff 
the several rivers. The Governor-General desires that there should, if 
possible, be procured ample means of passing all the rivers by more than 
one bridge. 

5. The Major-General commanding in Affghanistan will, in due time, 
communicate to you at what points he may be desirous of having such 
bridges prepared, as he may see fit to move his army by more than one 
route. 

6. The provisioning of the army on its march across the Pun jaub is 
also a subject for previous preparation. If provisions can be collected at 
various poikits upon the route, the means of transi)ort may be proportion- 
ately diminished ; but the army should, at all times carry with it, even 
under tlie most favourable circumstances, provisions for fourteen days, so 
that it may be at all times independent, and capable of acting as a 
military body. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 

No. 356. — Mr. Maddock to Major Outrarn. 

Allahdbady June 4, 1842. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Governor- General to request that you will 
report regularly and frequently resjiecting the camels and baggage-cattle 
with the troops, above and below the Pass, and upon the steps in course 
of being taken for adding to the ftieans of carriage. 

2. His Lordship desires that, as soon as a sufficient number of cattle 
shall have been provided for the wants of Major-General Nott’s force, all 
further supplies of carriage and baggage-cattle should be directed to the 
north-western frontier, where there will exist still greater want of means 
for the movement of troops than you are likely to have to contend with. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 

No. 357. — Major-General Pollock to Mr, Maddock, 

Jellaluhad^ May 23, J842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 
6th instant, intiinatipg that the instructions sent to me by his Excellency 
the Cornmander-in-Chief had met the entire approbation of the 
Governor-General, but that one point remained to be decided, viz., the 
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delivery of the fort of Jellalabad to the Sikhs. I coiUclude that I shall 
hear from Mr. Clerk very shortly on the sul^ect, and will act accordingly. 
* I have written to Peshawur, to ascertain' what assistance can be given 
in Puckauls for the supply of water, the want of which appears to me to 
be the greatest difficulty I have to contend against in returning. I have 
also written to Captain Mackeson, to report on the quantity of water at 
the stream below Lundi K liana. If that stream is found to afford a 
larger quantity than I have been given to understand it does, I hope to 
be able to supply the Europeans and Mussulmans of the force from 
Mussucks and Puckauls ; and there are a number of large nrass pots, 
which wero procured for the Hindoos on the day we entered the pass. 
It is impossible to say what may be necessary in returning through the 
Khyber ; but every precaution shall be taken whenever such an event 
lakes place. 

1 have in a former letter stated that I do not think the troops suffer 
when marching in hot weather, more than they do when halting under 
canvas. I shall endeavour to move as much as possible during tlie night, 
to prevent exposure to the sun. I am still without the means of moving. 
1 require many hundred camels. 

There are 350 which have probably reached Peshawur, and about the 
same number are following from Fcrozepore ; but many more are 
required. 

We arrived here, as you know, on the 16lh ultimo, and, up to this date, 
I have lost only one European of the artillery by disease, and that not 
attributable to the climate ; of the other European regiments (dragoons 
and infantry) not^oiie man has died of disease. Considering the number 
of Europeans with the force, the climate may, up to this date, be consi- 
dered, perhaps, superior to that of the provinces ; but I fear the four next 
months would not prove so favourable. The prevailing sickness here is 
diarrhcx'a and dysentery, which I attribute partly to the water, and partly 
to too great indulgence in the fruit, which is just beginning to get ripe. : 
there are also some cases of fever from exposure. 

Supplies continue to come in abundantly, and I am happy to say that 
the horses of tlie dragoons are daily inqu’oving. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 358. — Mr. Maddock to Major-General Pollock. 

Allahabad^ June 6, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
the 23rd ultimo. 

2. In that letter you acknowledge the receipt of my letter, of the 6tb 
nltomo, in terms which induce the Governor-General to think it necessary 
to guard against the possibility, however improbable, of your having on 
one point misunderstood the instruction therein conveyed to you. 

3. You say, ‘‘ I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter dated the 6th instant, intimating that the instructions sent to me 
by his Excellency the Commaiider-iri-Chief had met the entire approba- 
tion of the Governor-General, but that one point remained to be decided, 
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viz., the delivery the fort of Jellalabad to the Sikhs. I conclude that 
I sluall hear from Mr, Clerk very shortly on the subject, and will act 
accordingly.” 

4. The Avords in my letter of the 6th, to which you refer, were 
these : — “ There is one point upon which I am directed to desire you to 
attend to the instructions of Mr. Clerk, If that gentleman, the Gover- 
nor-General’s Agent at the Court of Lahore, should, upon quitting 
Jellalabad, instruct you to deliver up that place to the Sikhs, you will do 
so, &c. 

The Govern or- General thinks it is scarcely possible that, from these 
ivordsj^ you can have inferred tliat you were to delay your movement from 
Jellalabad, until it had been decided whether it should be given up to 
the Sikhs or not ; nevertheless, the expressions in your letter of the 
23rd ultimo, which I have cited, lead his Lordship, in caution perhaps 
extreme, to direct me to inform you that you are not to wait for any 
instructions from Mr. Clerk upon the subject of giving up Jellalabad to 
the Sikhs, but only to obey those instructions, if you should receive 
them before you leave that place. 

I have, &c., 

^ T. n. Maddock. 


^No. 359. — Mr, Maddock fo Mr, ClrrL 

Allahabad^ Juve 6, 1842. 

Sm, — I have the honour to inform you that the Goveriior-Genci'al has, 
this day, published a general order for the assembling of an army of 
reserve in the Sirhind division. 

2. The army Avill consist of twelve regiments of Infantry, of which 
four will be European, of five regiments of Regular Cavalry, of which one 
Avill be European, and of two regiments of Irregular Cavalry. There will 
Iwi attached to the arrrjy four batteries of llorse Artiller}, and three 
batteries of Foot Artillery. 

3. I am likewise directed to inform you that the Govcruor-Geiieral 
will at an early period, give orders for the formation of a nioveabhi camp 
in Bundlecund, and of another moveable cam}) in tlic vicinity of the 
Nerbudda and Taptee. 

4. It may be expedient, likewise, to form a similar camp in the 
district of Tirhoot ; but the Govenor-Geueral entertains no serious 
apprehensions of any hostile movement on the side of Ne})al, and relies 
upon the effect which the general display of armed j)reparatjon will have 
upon tlie Durbar of Katrnandliuo, to preserve traiKiuillity in that 
quarter, 

5. The large reinforcements of British troops, which will begin to 
arrive before the end of the rains, will enable the Governor- General to 
give the requisite strength to any Corps it may become necessary to 
assemble on the frontiers of Nepal. 

r I Lave, &c., 

T, 11. Maooock. 
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No. 300. — Mr. Maddock to Major OutwatrK- 

Allahahad^ June 7, 1842. 

Sm, — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
♦Sakkur the 27th of May, 1842. 

1 am directed by the Govertior-Gcncral to inform you that his Lordship 
liighly appreciates the public zeal you have manifested in the performance 
o<* your duty, at much personal risk, by proceeding a^this season, to 
(luctta, where your exertions are especially required to aid of Major- 
General IS'ott's army. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. oGl. — Major-General Pollock to General Sir Jasper Nicolls. 

Jellalabady May 24, 1842. 

Si a, — Since the receipt of your orders, I have been endeavouring to 
procure cariiage-cattle, for tlie purpose of withdrawing tlie troops ; but 
1 am sorry to say I am entirely deptmdent onPeshawur, or the provinces : 
.'iaO cjimels will, 1 believe, have arrived at Peshawar from Ferozeporo, 
and .‘loO are, 1 believe, on their way ; but stffl I shall require many. 
Gaptaiu Lawrence is endeavouring to procure even bullocks ; but there 
sci'ius to be great diHiculty ; and, at jiresent, I must wait the result of 
Mr. Clerk’s communication to the Sikh Government at l^hore, about 
Jellalabad. 

I heard yesterday evening that an officer on your staff had written to an 
ofiicer here that we were ordered back. Sir Robqrt Sale has endeavoured 
to counteract th(‘ Imd etlect such a ro]>ort might create. A few days 
ago 1 was on the point of ordering a brigade to occupy the Pass, and 
t lum rcipiestcd of Sir Robert Sale, and others, to whom 1 was obliged to 
<*oinmuiiicate tlu^ true state of the case, to give out tliat we required 
treasure drom Peshawur, and were sending in superfluous baggage. But 
the letter which has been received, and coming from the quarter it does, 
has evidently made an impression ; and 1 only hope it may not extend to 
t lie native population, which would, indeed, be ruinous. In a late letter 
Govermneiit, you will have seen how anxious I was that any proposed 
nioveineiit towards Peshawur should be communicated to no one from 
w hom it could be withheld. The moment such a thing is known, it 
is probabh^ suppli<\s will cease to come in ; we should be in difficulty 
-ibout forage ; all who are now friendly would be ready to oppose us ; 
and, if 1 liad not time to secure the Pass, the consequences might be 
serious ind(‘ed. I fear this will be much too late to prevent future 
cominunications of t^ic kind ; but I consider it my duty to point out 
how dangerous they are, and how much our difficulties might be 
incrc'ased by their being known to the natives of the country, espe- 
<*ia]ly those connected with the Khybcr Pass. I have just heard that 
bets were made at messes as to the probable date of our moving, and 
this before native servants, who will, I fear, make jfhe report current in 
the bazaar. I have taken steps to prevent any great mischief resulting, 
by ordtTing the Dcputy-Quarter-Master-General, a few’' miles in advance, 
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to mark out a n^w encamping ground ; and I shall have such iiKpiiries 
made among the natives about bringing stores (supplies) there, that will 
make them believe I shall move forward. 1 am sorry to have had occa- 
sion to write on such a subject to you, but 1 have no alternative. 

I- iiave to tliank you for your congratulatory letter, on my r(‘aching 
Jellalabad. It is a great pity I had not the means of returning, as 
Government is so anxious on tlie subject. I have now ortlered rafts to 
be made, by ’^ich I can float down a number of stores, which would 
otherwise rec^uire land carriage. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. t)G2. — Major-General Pollock to ]\lr. Mad dock. 

Jellalahady May 1842. 

Sm, — With reference to my letter of the 23rd instant, relating to tli(‘ 
practicability of retiring tlirougli the Khyber at this season, t have now 
the honor to forw'ard letter from Captain Mackeson, w hom 1 had re(iu(*sted 
to offer any observations on the diiiiculty or otherwise of now retiring 
through the Pass. His letter seems to bear me out fully in the ()[)inion I 
liad expressed tliat wt sffoiild not wilhdraw till a more favourable season. 

The necessity of crowning tlu* heights the wdioh^ way cannot be (jues- 
tioned, for })lunder will at all times attract numbers ; and, from my own 
experience, I know how trying it wais to the troops (even in the beginning 
of April) on tlie heights, althouglj every ])reeaution was taken to supply 
them with water. Now the diliieulty would be; much greater, and 
I could not exj)ect to supply water during the wdiole time we should bo 
making each march, and without it the men coidd not ascend stec^}) and 
precipitous mountains. 1 therefore strongly urge tin; necessity ol‘ remain- 
ing in this vicinity till the season becomes more favorabl(^ With regard 
to our situation here, or a march or two in advance, we Ji(‘ed have no 
fear of want in provisions. Siipj^lics come in quicker Ilian wc can store 
them ; grain is beeoining cJieaper ; and when tlic. trooiis are collected, 
the price will fall still lower, and the supi)ly will he even more abundant ; 
in the mean time;, carriage-cattle can ])e collected, and I hope en; long 
I may be able to obtain the lirisoners. The whole country around is 
perfectly quiet, and as long as wc remaiji in advance, in foi’ce, the passage 
of the Khyber may be considered quite safe. 1 propose (if Governun?i]t 
will sanction the measure) having the old Ali JNlusjid garrison increased 
to 1,000 men ; and the mnvly raised regiment, under Captain Thomas, 1 
propose stationing at Limdi K liana. One regiment, and a wing of 
another, with Captain Ferris’s J^zzaiJehees, five mouiitain-traiH guns, and 
200 irregular horse, are stationed at Diiaka. Wit{^ regard to the climat<*, 
it is hot, but I do not think it more so than in tlie pro\'inees, and I 
consider it far superior to P(;shawiir, and 1 can at any time imjirovc it l^y 
moving forward ; but I must confess, 1 cannot hut look iqion a retro- 
grade movement, at present, as pregnant with great distress to the whole 
force, and very probably loss of life. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 
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No. 302. — Mnjor-^General Pollock to Mr. Alnddock. 

* Jellalahad, May 21, 1842. 

Sm, — I have the honor to forward lierewith, for the ‘information of the 
Governor-General of India, copies of a P.S. from General Nott, and a 
letter from Major llawlinson, J[joth dated the 6th instant. ‘ 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 364 . — Postscrljd of a Letter from, Major-General Nott to 
Major- Gotcral Pollock. 

Candahar, May 6, 1842. 

Enjj^land lias now, with the aid of my ])rigade, erossc'd the Pass. lie 
brings with Jiim two 12 -pounder howitzers ; hut fo» these, I should not 
have a single howitzer at eoinmand. Mortars I have none. I expect 
the troops on the lOth. The Ghazees still keep head within a few 
miles of us — not in great str(‘ngth ; the nucleus however exists. I have 
(lins’ted all camels within reach to l)e procured on any ternjs ; want of 
money alone ])revent(‘d me doing this earlier.^ The force I shall take 
from this must dejxmd on the available carriage. I trust it may amount 
to o,()(K) nuai. Uely on my making every effort to communicate with 
you ; but, from past experience, 1 must regard this as extremely doubt- 
ful, and that w^e must not depend on mutual intelligence, enabling us to 
make combined movements. No opportunity shall be lost; but, if all 
attempts at correspondence fail, I will still hope that, as we have one 
»)bjt‘et at heart, the similarity of our operations may, in some measure, 
supply the want of concerted plan. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 36.0. — Cffptam French to Major Ontram. 

Sebee, May 10 , 1842 , 

Sin, — In reply to the in(]uiries made by you relating to the probable 
number of camels that could be procured by October next, I have the 
honor to state 1 am informed by the officer in charge of the Comrnis- 
stu’iat at Madur, that i,()0() could be purchased by the named month, 
and that, |)rovided twenty days’ previous notice were given him, he could 
hire about 2, ()()() more. ^ 

The niimlxT of Goveriinieiit camels now here, and at Dadur, is 382, 
but they are chiclly sick ones. 

Should (‘amels, to any great amount, be essentially requisite;, the sooner 
authority for purchasing them is given, the better. 1 think I could pur- 
chase many in the Murree hills. ^ 

I have,* &c., 

P. Frekcu. 

YY 2 
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No. 366. — Notification. 

Allahahady June 11, 1842. 

The Right Honourable the Governor- Gc^neral of India is plefLsed to 
direct the publication of the annexed copies of despatches from Major- 
General Nott, commanding the British force at Candahar. 

By order of the Governor-General, 

T. II. Maddock. 

No. 367. — Major-Gnicral Nott to Mr. Maddock. 

Candahar^ March 29, 1S42. 

Sir, — With reference to the concluding paragraph of my letter to yemr 
address, under date the 12th instant, I have now tlie honour of forward- 
ing to you Ma jor Lai^^e’s report of an attack made on one of the city gat(*s 
of Candahar, whicli was most gallantly repulsed by the Biaigal Sepoys, 
small details from Her Majesty's 40th regiment, and from the 4th com- 
pany 2ud battalion of artillery. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 368 . — Major C. R.. JV. Lane to Captain Scott. 

Candahar^ March 12, 1842. 

Sir, — For the information of Major-General Nott, commanding, I havfi 
the honour to report the following particulars of an attack made upon 
Candahar, on the night of the 10th instant. 

During the forenoon of the above date, large bodies of the enemy, 
horse and foot, were observed assembling from all quarters, taking up a 
position near old Candahar and the adjoining villages ; and in the coui s(> 
of the day their numbers rapidly increased, parties from the main body 
moving round, and establishing themselves in front of the Shikari)(>rc 
gate. As their object was evidently to attack the garrison, the Political 
Agent directed the inhabitants to shut their shops, and remain within 
their houses, and precautions were taken to secure the gates by piling- 
bags of grain inside. 

About eight o’clock, p. m., a desperate attack was made upon tln^ 
Herat gate : and, owing to the darkness of the night, some combusti- 
bles were placed near it and ignited unperceived, and in a Ilw minntf s 
the gate was in flames. I immediately ordered a party of 100 rank and 
file from the 2nd regiment, and a company from the Shah’s 1st Infantry, 
to support the guard at the gate ; and two guns were also placed in posi- 
tion commanding the entrance. 

Dense masses of the enemy liad now collected at this point, keeping 
up an incessant and heavy fire, which was returned with great effect from 
the ramparts, but#80 reckless and daring were the assailants that, 
notwithstanding the fearful havoc among them, eight or ten men actually 
forced their way, by tearing down the burning fragments of the gate, and 
scrambling over the bags of grain ; these were instantly shot, and their 
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together with the galling fire from the walls, dismayed tlie attacking 
party, who retired about midnight, after four hours’ resolute fighting. 

Another attack took place at the Shikarpore gate about nine r. M., and 
a similar attempt was made to fire it, which, however, failed, and the 
assailants were driven back. A small party also approached the Cabool 
gate ; but the garrison being everywhere on the alert, tlie enemy was 
(•oinpelled to retire about one o’clock a. m. of the lltli ; and when the 
(lay l)roke, not a soul was visible. 

The guards over the sevc^ral gates were so completely sheltered, that 
not a single casualty occurred, whilst the well-directed and destructive 
tire which was iriaintained for nearly four hours must have done gr^t 
(‘xecution. Upwards of fifty dead bodies were found in and near the 
Herat gate, and from the determined assault of the enemy who came 
close up to the walls, their loss must have been immense ; njport 
, estimates it at 1, ()()() killed and w(3uud(^d ; and I am informed by Major 
Kawlinson, Political Agent, that Prince Suftur Jung, Meerza Ahmed, and 
other Sirdars, were present, cticouraging the assailants. 

A considerable quantity of grain was unavoidably destroyed at the 
Herat gate, but, as it pr(\sented a strong barrier, I trust the sacrifice will 
he consklered unimportant. This gate has been built up, and the others 
have been temi)orarily barricaded with grain l}iigs. 

Befonj c-oiicliiding ihy rc'port, I would beg to aciknowledge tlie valuable 
assistance reudercxl iiui on tliis occasion by INIajor Kawlinson, Political 
Agent, and Captain Kipley, Fort Adjutant. The exertions of every 
oHicer and soldier in garrison were unremitting, and it atfords mo infinite 
])l(^asure to bear testimony to the admirable conduct of all parties during 
tlie attack. 

I have, &e., 

Charles K. W. Lane. 


No. 369. — Major-General W. Noll, to Mr. Maddock, 

Canddhar^ March 28, 1842. 

Sni, — Having decmied it desirable to detach a brigade under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Wymer, for the double purpose of 
Ibraging, and giving protecitioii to the numerous villages along tlie left 
bank of the Urghundab river against the marauding system adopted by 
the rebel army, commanded by Prince Suftur Jung and other Atfghaii 
chiefs, I have now the honour to forward to you, for the information of 
the Right Honourable the Governor-General of India, a report from that 
officer of an attack made on his detachment, and of the complete defeat 
of the enemy. 1 have ascertained tliat their loss was greeat, and that 
several of their chiefs were killed and wounded, while our loss was com- 
paratively trifling. 

On my arrival on the field, I was pleased with the judicious arrange- 
ments made by Lieutenant-Colonel Wymer ; and the cool and deter- 
mined manner in which he opposed tlie enemy and^protected his convoy 
did credit to our arms ; and I beg leave to bring him under the favour- 
able notice of Government. 
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The enemy wcrl? finally driven across the Urghundab, in the greatest 
confusion, and with very considerable loss. The Artillery and Infantry 
distinguished themselves. 

I have, &c., 

W, Nott. 

No. 1^0. — Lieutenant- Cohmel G. P, Wf/mcr to Captain Scott 
Candahar Camp^ Btiha Wnllce, March 2^, 1842. 

-Sill, — I have the honour to report for the information of Major- 
General Nott, commanding at Candahar, tluit, in obedience to his 
instructions, 1 marched from that place with the force noted in the mar- 
gin,^ on the morning of the 2dtli instant, witli the intention of foraging 
for the cavalry and cattle at the village of Seikhchulah ; but, on receiv- 
ing a report from Captain Dallas, that the country thereabouts had 
recently been foraged over, and the water turned off by the ernnny, he 
suggested the advantage to be derived by a move ii}H)n Baba Wullec^, 
which w^as adopted. On reaching that place, I sight(ul the rebel camp 
on the opposite side of the Urghundab, distant about four luUes, and 
large bodies of cavalry grazing their horses between it and the river. I 
continued my march to the spot selected for my encaiupinent, and, 
vshortly after reaching it, at half-past ten or eleven, a large body of the 
enemy’s cavalry w’as observed forming anti occupying the pass in my rear ; 
on which 1 reinforced the rear-guard with two guns and a wing of the 
38th Native Infantry, placing the convoy \nider the hills in the rear, and 
protecting its front and flanks with the force at my dis])osal, which 
Ixad hardly been effected, when, finding the forct* above mentioned fast 
increasing, I deemed it highly necessary to move back for th(*ir dispersion, 
taking with me two horse-artillery guns, under Lieutenant Tiirner, tlie 
38th Regiment, and a party of Skinner’s Horse, under Lieutenant 
Travers, detaching two comjxanies 38tli Rtgiment, to drive the enemy 
from the tops of some low hills they had crowned witli horsemen on my 
left, which was speedily done, and the well-directed fire from Lieutenant 
Turner’s guns soon drove in the body of the enemy (iollected on the jiass, 
cofnmanded, I am told, by Salloo Khan and Taj Mahomed, who moved 
round to join the party then threatening the right flank of the convoy. 
On this, I retraced my steps, and rejoined the convoy, which had bee| 
left under Lieutenant-Colonel McLareii’s charge, during my absence, and 
who had dislodged a third body of the enemy from the inclosed gardens 
and villages in his front, with a part of the Kith Regiment. On my 
reaching the convoy, I directed Captain Macau, commanding the Sliah’s 
2d Regiment, to move his corjis, suppoi’ted by two guns, and the half of 
Leeson’s Horse, under Ensign Chamberlain, against the party on the right 
flank, which movement had been partly executed, when the force und(‘r 
the Major-General’s, personal command arrived to my supjxort, at the time 
when the party of cavalry, under Ensign Chamberlain, received a partial 
check from an cfverpowering body of the enemy, and that officer was 

* One troop Shah's H. Artillery ; half a troop Haldane’s Horse ; half a troop 
Lccson's Horse ; IGth regt. Bengal K. I. $ asth regt, ditto ; 2ad Shah’s regt. 
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severely wounded, and Lieutenant Travers slightly, whcPacted in concert 
with him. 

Inclosed I have the honor to forward a return of tlie killed and 
wounded on the occasioTi, and to express niy entire appjrobation of the 
conduct of all officers and men engaged in the action. 

I trust I may be permitted to bring to the Major-Generars notice the 
admirable practice of the artillery, under Lieutenant Turner’s guidance, 
every shot from which told with beautiful effect upon the dense masses of 
the enemy. 

To Lieutenant Waterfield, Adjutant 38th Regiment, who acted as my 
})orsonal staff* on tlie oc casion, I am much indebted for the very able 
manner in which he conducted the various duties assigned him. 

1 have, &c., 

G. R. Wymer. 

Jteturn of Killcdy ^Vovvdr.(f mid Misshg, of the detachment under the command of 
lAo.ntenunt-Colonel Wijmery in the engagement eoitli the Knemy^ near Baba Wullce^ 
on the 2blh inalant. 


Campf Baba Wullcc^ March 27, 1842. 

Horse Artiller)' S.S.F. — 1 syce wounded. 

l()th Ueginient liengal Native Infantry. — 2 haviJdars, 3 privates, wounded. 

38th Kejuinieut IJeugal Native infantry. — t jemadar, 12 privates, wounded, 

Sliali’s 2d liegiment of Infantry. — I naiek, 3 privates, wounded. 

Detachment Shah’s Irft (kivulry. — 1 private, 1 horse, killed; 1 ensign, 1 naick, 
f) privates. 7 horses, wounded ; 1 horse missing. 

Detachment 1st Irregular liengal Cavalry. — 2 privates, 4 horses, killed ; 1 lieute- 
nant, 2 naicks, a privates, o horses, wounded. 

Total, — 3 privates, 5 horses, killetl ; 1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, I jemadar, 2 havildars, 
4 naicks, 2!) privates, I syce, 12 horses, wounded ; 1 horse missing. 

Grand Total of killed, wounded, and missing. — 42 oliicers and men ; 18 horses. 

Names of Officers wounded. 

Doing duty with Detachment 1st Irregular Bengal Cavalry. — Lieutenant Travers, 
2d Ilegiment Bengal Native Infantry, slightly. 

Doing duty with I >etac*hinent Shah’s Ist Cavalry. — Ensign N. B. Chamberlain, 
IGth Uegiinent Bengal Native Infantry, seveniJy. 

G. P. AVymeu, Li eaten a ni- Colonel f Commanding^ Detachment 
Examined. 

J. Wateufikld, Licuienantt Acting Detachment Staff, 


No. 371. — Major-General Nott to Mr, Maddoch, 

Candahar^ May 17, 1842. 

Sir, — I hav(^ tholionor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
19lh ultimo, whi(di ri^acluHl me last evening, conveying to me the ord(‘rs 
of the Governor-General of India, for the withdrawal of the garrison 
of Kelat-i-Gliilzie and Candaliar, and for the posting of the troops in the 
valley of Sliawl, with the ultimate view of marching tlicm upon Sukkur. 

These measures shall be carried into ctfect, and the directions of his 
Lordship accomplished in the best manner circumstances will admit of 
1 shall experience a great want of carriage ; thc^ force, at jiresent, is 
large ; the camp-followers numerous ; stores, guns, &c., very consider- 
able ; and, when it is known that the British il*oops are about to retire 
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from AfFghanistanv which the evacuation of Kelat-i-Ghilzie will render 
obvious, many difficulties will arise ; from that moment we must not 
expect the lea^t aid from the natives in the country, in providing 
supplies or carjiage, or rendering assistance in ^any way whatever ; on 
the contrary, we must expect to encounter every impediment, and every 
annoyance ; those who are now our friends, and they are many, must, in all 
appearance at least, oppose us in everything to prevent their being com- 
promised in the eyes of their countrymen. It must be for me to endea- 
vour to overcome these and many other difficulties, and to do all in my 
power to uphold the lionour of our country. 

I will not conceal from you that I have, and still may experience much 
inconvenience, in consequence of the measures directed in you communi- 
cations being made public ; the subject of your letter of the 1 5th March 
was speedily known, even to the Affghaii chiefs, although I have not, 
up to this mdnient, made known its contents to my old and coniideiitial 
staff: and your communication, now under reply, may possibly become 
e(iually public, and still more seriously injurious, I liave not received 
the original, but a copy, signed, “ Outram, Political Agent.” 

The climate of Quetta is so very unlicalthy in July, August, and Sep- 
tember, that I could have wished to have avoided exposing the troo})s to 
its dreadful effects during these months ; but, on the withdrawal of the 
garrison from the fort of Kelat-i-Ghilzie, the period of my continuance 
at Candahar must depend upon the feelings perceptible in the country 
towards the British force. 

I am of opinion that Prince Timoor is sincerely attached to the British 
Government, but I believe he has no influence in this country, and that 
he will be desirous of accompanying the English troops. 1 shall b(^ 
most anxious to receive the orders of the Governor-General of India 
regarding him. 

I shall, of course, regularly communicate to you iny proceedings in 
carrying into effect the orders now received. 

Under the circumstances noted in your l<3tter, it is almost useless for me 
to acquaint you that I have in a gnnit measure put down rebellion, and 
tranciuillized th(i districts of Cahdahar ; the people are cultivating their 
lands, and l^ing in peace, with the exception of 500 or bOO men und(;r 
Prince Sufter J ung. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 372. — Major-Gviwral N(ttt to Mr. Mad dock. 

Candahar ^ May 21, 1842. 

Sir. — With reference to yoAr letter to my address, under date Benares, 
the loth of April, 1842, I have now the honour to acquaint you that I 
have ordered the small fort of Killa Abdoollali, situated at the soutlu'rn 
foot of the Kojuck Pass, to be re-oeeupicd by British troops (Sepoys), for 
the purpose of facilitating tlie. movement directed in your letter above 
alluded to, and I haw made arrangements for depositing there grain and 
other supplies, which wiB be necessary for the retiring troops. 

I have directed all pimlic ciuttle now at Quetta to be immediately 
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sent, nnder a proper escort, to Killa Abdoollah, \^erfe I shall have a 
brigade from this to receive charge of them, and to bring them on to 
Candahar. Tt would be very desirable for the troops to remain at Oan- 
dahar until the end of September, to preserve them from the ill effects of 
the Quetta climate. But the period of my continuance here must’ depend 
upon the state of the country, after the withdrawal of the garHson of 
Kelat-i-Ghilzie, and the state of British affairs at Jellalabad ; for although 
I have in a great measure succeeded in tranquillising the Candahar dis- 
tricts, yet the possible event of the withdrawal of the troops from Jellala- 
bad, and the fact of the retirement of the Kelat-i-Ghilzie garrison, would 
probably induce those villagers who have retired to peace and to the 
cultivation of their lands to re-assemble in arms, and once more place 
themselves under the guidance of those chiefs who are now fugitives, 
owing to the success of our arms, and the subsequent measures adopted 
to conciliate the j>eople whom they and the Moollahs has seduced into 
rebellion. 

I shall therefore not lose a moment in making all necessary arrange- 
ments for carrying into effect the orders I have received, without turning 
to the right or to the left, by the idle propositions and wild speculations 
daily and hourly heaped upon me from all parts of Affghanistan and 
Sinde, by persons who are, or fancy themselves to be, representatives of 
Government west of the Indus. I know that it is my duty, and tlieir duty, 
implicitly and zealously to carry into effect every order received, without 
inquiring into the reasons for the measures adopted, whatever our own 
opinions or wishes may be, and without troubling Government with 
unnecessary references. ’ 

After due consideration, I am come to the conclusion that his Royal 
liighness Prince Timoor has no party, no influence, and that he cannot 
remain in this country with safety to his person on the retirement of our 
troops. I, therefore, beg for instructions to guide me in my conduct 
towards him. 

Tliere are also many individuals in important situations here who have 
sliown attachment to us, and who have committed themselves by serving 
the British Government. I believe that some of these will petition for 
\)ernussioTi to accompany the force under my command, at least as far as 
Shikarpore. Am 1 to afford protection to these people, or how am I to 
t^t towards them ? I will direct Major Rawlinson to draw up a meino- 
™dum regarding these persons, and, should I then deem it of sufRcient 
consequence, will forward it for the information of Government. I have 
permitted the Chief Saloo Khan of Pishen, who had joined the rebels, to 
return to the head of his tribe ; and he has promised to exert himself to 
keep open the communication between Candahar and Quetta, aiul to for- 
ward our dawks. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 373. — Major-General to Nott Mr, Maddock, 

Candahar, May 21, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acquaint j^ou that .on the 19th instant I 
detached tlie following force to Kelat-i-Gliilzie, under the command of 
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Lieutenant* Colonbl Wymer, of the 38tli Regiment Native Infantry, for 
the purpose of carrying; into effect the orders of the Governor-General 
of India, contained in the first paragraph of your letter of the 19th 
April, 1842. 

1st troop Bombay Horse Artillery. Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment. 
Captain Blood’s battery, four 9-pds. 2nd Regiment Native Infantry. 
Detail 3rd Bombjty Liglit Cavalry. 16th „ „ 

Half Shah’s 1st Cavalry. 38th „ „ 

Detachment, Captain Haldane’s Debiil of Madras Sappers. 

1st Irregular Horse. Detail of Bengal Foot Artillery. 

Having received information that a body of Ghilzies, amounting to 
about 5,000 horse and foot, ha<l assembled in the vicinity of the fort 
of Kelat, determined me on sending a force able to overcome all 
opposition. 

Before the receipt of your letter of the 19th April, I had equipped this 
force, which, with two additional regiments of inlantrv, another troop of 
horse artillery and the remainder of the Shah’s 1st eat^alry, 1 had int(‘nd(ul 
to march in (tommand of, for tlie purpose of throwing supj,)lies into Kelat- 
i-Ghilzie, and endeavouring to recover the late Ghiiznee garrison, now in 
the hands of the eiiem\, and making a diversion in favour oi‘ General 
Pollock’s army: 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 374. — Notification. 

Allahabad^ June 2/, 1S42. 

The Right Honourable tlie Governor-Gcnieral of India is pleased to 
direct the publication of tlie following despatches from Major-General 
Nott, commanding at Candahar : 

No. 378. — Major- General Noil to Mr. Aladdock, 

Caniluhary May 21, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to forward to you a despatch from Maj 
General England, No. 254, of the 29th ultimo, detailing an affair witli 
the enemy in Pisheen. 

I am, &c., 

W. Nott. 

No. 375. — Major-General Ent/land to the Assistant Adjutant- 
General, Candahar. 

V Camp, at Lora Hirer, April 29, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the^honour to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Major-General commanding the troiqis in Lfiwer Affghauistan and Sinde, 
that I yesterday attacked the enemy’s strong position in front of the 
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ITykulzio, with the troops mentioned in the margin,* anil dispersed them 
in all directions. 

2. The three columns of attack were led by Major Simmons, Her 
Mnjesty’s 4 1st Regiment ; Captain Woodburn, 2/)th Bombay Native 
Infantry ; and Major Cochran, Her Majesty’s 41st ; the latter being 
accompanied by a wing of the 25th Bombay Native Infantry, under 
Ca[)tain Teasdale, commanding that corps. 

3. The reserve was in the liands of Major Browne, commanding Her 
Majesty’s 41st Regiment. 

4. Nothing could be more successful than the combinations ; and the 

insurgents, after a short n^sistaiice, fled iiito the rugged mountains in* 
their rear, leaving their standards, and being closely and gallantly pursued 
by the 3d Light Cavalry, under Captain Delamain. , 

5. The practice of Captain Leslie’s horse artillery battery was, as 
usual, most eti‘ecti^'e ; and the conduct of the troops excellent. 

(>. I beg to annex a list of the casualties which have occurred in this 
all’air. 

I have, &c., 

R. England. 

SINDE FIELD FORCE. 

Hetiirn of Casualties m Action tvUh the Enemy near Ilykulzic^ this day, 

Cami\ near Hykulziey April 28, 1842. 

Her Majesty’s 41st Regiment. — 2 rank and file wounded. 

ad Light Cavalry. — 1 lieutenant, 1 havildar, 3 rank and file, 7 horses, wounded ; 

1 horse missing. 

Light Battalion. — 2 rank and file wounded. 

Cencral Staff — I captain wounded. 

Total. — 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 havildar, 7 rank and file, 7 horses, wounded ; 
1 liorse missing. 

Grand Total. — 10 Officers and men, 7 horses, wounded *, 1 horse missing. 

Remarks. 

Wounded. — 4 rank and file severely ; 4 rank and file slightly. 

Names of Officers wounded. 

]/ieutenhnt W. Ashburncr, 3rd Cavalry, severely wounded. 

eVaptuin Deere, A.D.C,, slightly wounded, 

R. England. 

No, 376. — Major’' Geiieral JV. Nott to Mr, Maddock, 

CandahaVy May 29, 1842. 

Sir, — Aktar Khan, Chief of Zamindawur, having assembled three 
thousand men, crossed the llelmmid, and joined Hlie rebel forci^ under 
Prince Suftur Jung and Atta Mahomed, on the right bank of tlie 
Lrgliundab, taking advantage of the absence of Brigadier Wymer, who 
had been detached into the Ghilzie province with a large portion of my 
force, and nearly the whole of my cavalry. The enemy, under an impres- 
sion that we had not a sufficient number of men to hold the city, and at 
the same time to attack them in the field, took possjession of some steep 

* One troop Bengal Horse Artillery — 3rd Light Cavalry — Poona Horse— Her 
Majesty’s 41st Regiment Light Battalio^i— 25th Regiment Native Infantry. 

zz 2 
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rocky hills withiil a mile of the city walls. I instantly mo veu. vfUL WAtii 
the troops noted in the accompanying field return, leaving Major-General 
England, K. H., in command of the city. The Ghazees liad about 8,000 
in position, “and 2,000 men guarding the Baba Wullee pass, and roads 
leading to their camp. Our troop carried all their positions in gallant 
style, and drove them in confusion, and with great loss, across the 
Urghundab river. 

I was ably assisted by Brigadier Stacy and every officer present. 

Mcyor J^sawlinson, Political Agent, with his accustomed zeal, was in the 
field, and^gallantly led a small body of Persian and Aflghan horse to the 
charge. , 

I inclose a list of killed and wounded. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 

Field Feturn of the Troops preftent in the Action of the 20tk of Map, 1842, under the 
eommctnd of Major-General W. Noit^ Commanding in Lower AJfghanistan and Sinde. 

Horse Artillery, S. S. F. — 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 1 adjutant, 4 staff-serjeants, 

2 farrier- Serjeants, 1 native doctor. 2 subadars, 2 jemadars, 13 serjeants 16 corporals, 

3 trumpeters, 8 rough-riders, 102 gunners, 58 syces, 130 horses, 12 six-pounder 
guns. 

Her Majesty’s 41st Regiment. — 1 major, 1 captain, 7 lieutenants, 3 ensigns, 1 
surgeon, 1 assistant-surgeon, 19 serjeants, 13 corporals, 10 drummers, 339 privates. 

42d Regiment Bengal N. I. 2d Brigade. — 1 major, 2 captains, 5 lieutenants, 
3 ensigns, 1 assistant-surgeon, 1 adjutant, 1 quartermaster, 1 serjeaut- major, 1 
quartermaster-serjeant, 1 native doctor, 6 subadars, 8 jemadars, 47 havildars, 41 
naicks, 10 drummers, 515 sepoys. 

43d Regiment Bengal N. L 2d Brigade. — 1 major, 4 lieutenants, 2 ensigns, 1 
assistant-surgeon, 1 adjutant, 1 quartermaster, 1 serjeant-major, 1 quartermaster- 
serjeant, 4 subadars, 3 jemadars, 23 havildars, 19 naicks, 9 drummers, 303 sepoys, 

1 lascar, 6 bheestees. 

Detachment Light Battalion, Bombay. — 1 ensign, 1 jemadar, 3 havildars, 2 duffa- 
dars, 26 sepoys. 

Detachment 25th Regiment, Bombay N. I. — 1 ensign, 1 subadar, 2 havildars, 

2 duffafiars, 1 bugler, 31 sepoys, 1 bheestee. 

Detachment Poona Horse. — 1 naib rissaldar, 1 kote duffadar, 1 duffadar, 1 farrier, 
79 troopers, 83 horses. 

Detachment Shah’s 1st Cavalry.— 1 ensign, 4 rissaldars, 5 naib rissaldars, 22 
doffadars, C nagarchees, 206 sowars, 243 horses. 

Total. — 3 majors, 4 captains, 18 lieutenants, 1 1 ensigns, 1 surgeon, 3 assistant- 
surgeons, 3 adjutants, 2 quartermasters, 2 serjeant-majors, 2 quarter-master- 
serjeants, 4 staff-seijeants, 2 farrier, serjeants, 2 native doctors, 17 subadars, 20 
jeinadars, 108 serjeants, 116 corporals, 39 trumpeters and buglers, 9 rough-riders 
and farriers, L60*l gunners, troopers, privates, sepoys , &c, 58 syces, 456 horses, 
12 6-pounder guns, 1 lascar, 7 bheestees. 

W. Nott. 

(Examined.) Thos. Polwhele. 

N.B. — Brigadier L. Jl. Stacy, commanding 2d brigade ; Captain T. Dixon, 
Major of Brigade. 

Feturn of killed and wounded of the Troops engaged with the Enemy near Candahar^ 
on the 2^lh May, 1842. 

Horse Artillery S. S. F. — 1 havildar, 3 privates, 1 syce, wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 41st Regiment.^ — 11 privates, wounded. 

42d Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, — 1 lieutenant, 6 privates, wounded., 

43d Regiment Bengal Native Infantry. — 1 havildar, 18 privates, 1 bheestee, 
wounded. * 

Detachment Shah’s 1st Cavalry.— I private, 1 horse, killed ; 1 ensign ; 1 jcmadcr, 
1 naick, 5 privates, 1 1 horses, wounded. 
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Total.— 1 private, 1 horse, killed ; 1 lieutenant, 1 ensign, 1 jemadar, 2 havildars, 
1 naick. 43 privates. 1 bhecstee, 1 S 3 *ce, 1 1 horses, wounded. 

Grand Total of killed and wounded. — 53 officers and men, and 12 horses. 

Officers Wounded. 

Lieutenant J. J. Mainwaring, 42d Regiment Bengal Native Infantrj*, slightly. 
Doing duty with datachment Shah’s 1st Cavalry, Ensign N. B. Chamberlain 1 6th 
Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, severely. 

Manour Khan, naib rsisaldar, Shah’s Ist cavalry. 

W. Nott. 

(Examined.) Thos. Polwhele. 


No. 377. — Major-General Nott to Major-General Pollock. 

Candaha$^ May 30, 1842. 

Sir, — I was, last evening, favoured with your note of the 15th instant. 
Agreeably to the orders of the Supreme Government, under date the 19th 
April, I have withdrawn the garrison of Kclat-i-Ghilzie ; the order left 
me no discretion ; the same order applies, in the same positive manner 
to Candahar ; however, it will take some time to arrange, and, before I 
can possibly carry it into effect, there will be ample time for the Govern- 
ment, should they deem it advisable, to send me otlier orders. I shall be 
prepared to advance, or retire, agreeably to the pleasure of Government. 
I found it necessary to send the chief part of my force to bring off the 
troops, guns, and stores from Kelat-i-Ghilzie ; the enemy took advantage 
of this, and 8,000 Ghazees came and took possession of some rocky hills 
within a mile of t^e city -walls, under an impression that I had not sufii- 
cient men to hold the city, and, at the same time, to attack them ; how- 
ever, I moved out with Anderson’s guns, 1,000 infantry, and about 250 
horse. Our troops carried the enemy’s positions in gallant style ; it was 
the finest tiling I ever saw. These 8,000 Affghans, led on by Prince 
Suftur Jung, and many chiefs, could not stand otir 1,200 men for one 
hour ; and yet the cry of the press is, that our Sepoys cannot cope with 
the Affghans. I would at any time lead 1,000 Bengal Sepoys against 
5,000 Affghans. I hope you liave received some of my letters. My 
beautiful regiments are in Iiigh health and spirits. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 378. — Notification, 

Allahahad, July 2, 1842. 

The Governor-General has great satisfaction in making public the 
following despatch from Major-General Nott, and the report from Cap- 
tain Craigie, commanding the garrison of .Kelat-i-Ghilzie, of the gallant 
and successful defence made by that garrison against a large force of 
Affghans by which it was assaulted. On this occasion, the late Shah 
Soojah’s 3d Regiment of Infantry and the detachment of the Bengal 43d 
Regiment Native Infantry displayed that decided, superiority ovc^r their 
enemies which has been uniformly manifested by the several corps com- 
posing Major-General Nott’s iurmy. 



No. 3? 9. — Major-General Nott to Mr. Maddoch, 

Candahar, May 27 , 1842 . 

Sir, — I have the honor to acquaint 3 ^ou, for the inforraation of the 
Right Honourable the Governor-General of India, that an attack was 
made on the Fort of Kehit-i-Ghilzie, on the morning of the 21st instant, 
by a body of four thousand Ghilzies ; the accompanjdng letter from 
Captain Craigie details tlie result. 

I am, &c., . 

W. Nott. 

No. 380. — Captain J. IL Craajk to Captain Thomas Pohrhelc. 

Kelat-kGhilzie^ May 21 , 1842 . 

Sir, — I have tlie lionor to report, for the information of Major-General 
Nott, commanding in Lower Afiyiariistan and Sinde, that Kelat-i-Ghilzic 
was attacked, at a quarter before four o’clock this morning, in two places, 
viz., at long neck to the north-east, and at an outwork constructed last 
winter by the sepoys, to give a raking fire in rear of the barracks. 

Thd enemy advanced to the assault in the most determined manner, 
each column consisting of u[)wards of 2,000 men, provided with thirty 
scaling ladders ; but, after an hour’s hgljtlng, they were repulsed, and 
driven down the hill, losing five standards (one of which was planted three 
times in one of the embrasures), and the whole of which are now in our 
possession. , 

Of the enemy’s loss I am unable to give any correct account, as their 
killed and wounded, during the greater part of the attack, were imme- 
diately taken to the rear ; but one hundred and four (104) dead bodies 
were left on the slope of tlie hill, and from six a. m. till three r. m. the 
enemy were eniployedjn carrying off such of their dead and wounded 
as had been taken to tlie rear. 

The greatest gallantry and coolness were displayed by (wery commis- 
sioned, non-commissioned officer, and private (both European and native) 
engaged in meeting the attack of the enemy, several of whom were 
ba^^onetted on the top of the sand-bags forming our parapets. On our 
side, I am happy to say, only six ((>) sepoys were wounded, viz., two of 
the detachment 43d N. I., and four of the 3d infantry. 

A body of about 300 of the enemy, when driven back, took shelter 
under the rocks below the outwork, but were immediately dislodged by a 
company of the 3d infantry, which 1 detached for that purpose. 

I have, 8cc., 

J. IIalket Craigie. 


No. 381. — The Governor- General of India to the Secret 
Committee. 

, Allahabad, Jidy 8 , No. 22 , 1842 . 

Honourable Sms, — I have the honor to transmit, in a separate 
packet, by the present mail, copies of all papers and correspondence 
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rdating .to affairs in Affglianistan and the Punjaub, /Irhich Iiave been 
placed on record since the date of my last despatch on the same subjects. 

2. To tliose papers and the abstracts of the correspondence, I must 
refer your honourable Committee for the details of occurrences in the 
past month, and of the instructions which 1 have issued to the officers 
charged with the management of military and iiolitical affairs in those 
countries, and I propose in this address no more than to give your 
honourable Committee a brief outline of the events which have occurred 
in the past ?nonth. 

3. The force under Major-General Pollock at Jelhilabad has during 
this period remained nearly inactive, and the weather not having been so 
hot as in these provinces, the health oC the troops had not been affected 
at the date of the Major-Geiierars last reports. 

4. My instructions of the 1st ultimo to Major-General Pollock have 
induced him to contemplate a forward movement of such portion of his 
army as he has eciuiyirnent for, which may be of political advantage in 
displaying his force in a state of actji^y, and may afford to that portion 
of it which will advance towards the upper end of the Jelhilabad valley 
a still more temperate and salubrious climate than that of Jellalabad. 
The Major-General has already moved a brigade of his army on Pesh 
Dolak, a measure which lie deems prudent as a demonstration to overawe 
the turbulent tribes situated on the flanks of his future line <ff* march 
when he retires throuj^h the Khybei\ 

5. For the convenience of immediate reference, I insert below* an 
abstract of the strength of the Major-General’s force and of the carriage 
which he possesses, and of that which is required to render the whole 
force efti(‘ieiit for movement. To the deficiency of beasts of burden and 
of draught, under which this force labours, is to be attributed mainly, 
tlie state of inactivity in which it has so long remained. Had the Major- 
General found his force jiroperly equijiped in this respect after his reach- 
ing Jellalabad on the Kith Ayiril, he would probably have immediately 
moved forward, and when he reccivt‘d the hitter of the Commander-in- 
Chief, directing him to retire to the eastward of the Khyber Pass, ^ 
would immediately have acted on those directions, but for his inability m 
move his whole force from a deficiency of carriage cattle. 

(). Tlie defective arrangements of the Commissariat in tlie hiring of 
camels wtire the original cause of this embarrassment. I have taken 
measures to ensure more activity and intelligence in the direction of this 
essfhtial branch of military jirqiaratiou, but a considerable time must 
elajise before the whole of Major-General Pollock’s army can be properly 
equipped for any extensive moveruent. 

7. A Sikh force of between 4,000 and o,000 men with guns has 
advanced to Jellalabad, and is now encamped on the lA bank of the 
Cabool river. 

* Officers,, 348 ; Non-Comraissioned Officers, 1,809 ; Privates, 12,778 — Total, 
14,935 : deduct sick. 

Cattle present ; — Elephants, public, 71 ; Camels, public 3,323, hired 98 ; Bul- 
locks, ordnance, public, 141 ; train, public, 447 ; carriage, public, 24, hired, 2,093 
Mules, public, 80, hired, 22 ; Asses, hired, 64. 

Carriage required : — Elephants, .52 ; (hiracls, public, 3,5o9, private, 1,994 ; Bul- 
locks, public, 3,906, private, 18 ; Bullocks for trains, 447 j Mules, Yahoos^ 
Asses, 106. 



8. Boo«ali or« chopped straw for tlie tiso of the cattle of the army is 
the only article of supply of which any serious deficiency is contemplated ; 
but as a forward movement will place the resources of the country more 
at our disposal, and the revenues of the Jellalabad district are collected 
by officers, under Major-General Pollock’s orders, in kind, I am in hopes 
that the supply of this article will become more abundant. 

9. The intelligence which has been lately received by Major-General 
Pollock from Cabool with great despatch and regularity contains a clear 
and connected account, mostly from the pen of Moonshee Mohun Lull, 
of the progress of events at that capital since the date of my last 
despatch : and from it your honourable Committee W’ill regret to per- 
ceive that, notwithstanding tlie elftsteiice . of a strong party at Cabool 
opposed to the ambitious designs of Mahomed Akbar, and the the perse- 
vering resistance ottered to his attacks on the Bala Ilissar by the Arab 
and Hindoostanee followers of the Prince Futteh Jung, Mahomed Akbar 
at length succeeded in making himself master of the principal portion of 
tliat fortress, and in compelling the Mance to acknowledge him as his prime 
minister, and to admit 2,000 of his troops into the fort. The prince has 
been compelled to make large advances in money to Mahomed Akbar, 
and must be considered at the date of the last accounts to be in the power 
of that chieftain, though he still continues to hold out hopes of his being 
able to free himself from this thraldom if the British force should move 
on the capital ; and the party of Zemauii Khan, which is decidedly 
opposed to the usurpation of Mahomed Akbar, is still unsubdued and in 
force in Cabool, wdiere the Persian party of Kuzzelbaslfees is also thought 
to favor the prince. 

10. The letters from Prince Futteh Jung and Moh^ti Lall of Captain 
Maegregor at Jellalabad previous to the capture of the Bala Hissar by 
Mahomed Akbjjr, had repeatedly urged the ex[>cdicncy of the advance of 
the British army, even as far as Gundamuk, as a measure which would 
lead almost (iertaiiily to the dispersion of the Barukzye party, and the 
probable fiiglit of Mahomed Akbar ami the liberation ol’ the British pri- 
soners. 

®11. These unfortunate persons liave been removed from their forim^r 
places of confinement to the neighbourhood of Cabool, and it is su])j)uscd 
with the view of their being carried off to Toorkistan if the advance of 
General Pollock had forced Mahomed Akbar to (piit Cabool. 

12. The despatches from Candahar, whicli will be forwarded to your 
honourable *Comniittee by the present mail, comprise the ofiicial reports 
from Major-General Nott, commencing with that dated the 12th of March 
of the state of affairs in that quarter, and of military occurrences of 
which intelligence had already reached me from other quarters, and 
has been coinjilunicated to your honourable Committee. The delay which 
lias attended the transmission of tliesc reports must be mainly attributed 
to the interruption of correspondence by the Kojuck Pass, till that pass 
was cleared of the insurgents by the advance of Mjijor-General England, 
after the defeat of the enemy at Hykulzie on the 29th of April. 

13. On the 17 of May, Major-General Nott acknowledged the receipt 
of my instructions of die 19th of April, directing him to evacuate Kclat- 
i-Ghilzie and Candahar, and to withdraw his army to Shawl. Previous 
to liie receipt of these instructions the Major-General, after he had been 
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reinforfted by the junction of the troops under Major-fecneral England, 
was making preparations for organizing a sufficient force with which 
he projjosed to advance in person for the relief or recapture of Ghuznee, 
and to co-operate with Major-Goneral Pollock. But on the receipt of 
iny orders of the 19th of April, given immediately aftcT the receipt of 
the intelligence of Major-General England’s repulse at Ilykulzie on the 
!28th of March, and when it seemed uncertain wl 1*111 er any part of his 
brigade would rc'turn, he immediately relinquished this enterprise and 
]>roceeded to carry into eflect the first part of my orders, by withdraw- 
ing the garrison of Kelat-i-Ghilzie, and dismantling the fortifications 
eat‘ctc‘d there. A detachment under Brigadier Wymer was ordered to 
])r(>ceed to Kelat-i-Ghilzi<‘ for this pui^ose, and tlie Brigadier returned to 
Candahar on the 1 1th of June, having destroyed the works at that place, 
and bringing away tin; guns, armnunition, &e. 

14. Meanwhile, however, a bold attack had been made by the neigh- 
bouring tribes on the position of Kelat-i-Ghilzie, who to the number of 
two thousand or more approached the place on the morning of the 21st of 
May, and (‘ommenced a determined assault, in which, although some 
actually roacht‘d the embrasures, they were repulsed with great loss, 
leaving 104 dead bodies on the slope of the hill, besides great numbers 
carried off by them^Jelves, and leaving behind them fiv e standards apd all 
their scaling ladders. 

1 0 . Captain Craigie’s report of this gallant affair, in which the gar- 
rison sustained a very trilling loss in wounded, has been i)ublished by my 
orders in the Gazette. 

1(>. Major-General Nott’s despatch of the 29th of May reports that 
tlie notorious chief Aktar Khan, having joined the insurgents under Suf- 
tur Jung with a body of 3,000 troops, their united force amounting to 
about 10,000, taking advantage of the absence of Brigadier Wymer’s 
d(!tachment and the best part of the cavalry of th(i Candahar division, took 
up a strong position within a mile of Candahar, when they were attacked 
hy the Major-General with a force of arms of about l,o00 men, and were 
qiiic'kly defeated and dispersed with grt^at loss. 

17. The Major- General’s rejiurt of this geJlant action has been pub- 
lished in the official Gazette. 

1<S. All the country to the south of the Pcshccn valley has remained 
tranquil. The tribes in that quarter, including some of the Kakurs who 
had been induced to join Mahomed Sadik, have made their submission to 
the Political Officer at Quetta. The Bolau Pass has continued undis- 
turbed, and the Government of Nusseer Khan, the young chief of Kclat, 
has actively co-operated with the British authorities in maintaining the 
p(iace of the country. The Ameers of Sinde hav^e also made preiwa- 
tions for liquidating the arrears of their tribute, and appear to have 
desisted from the hostile intrigues iu which there is reason to believe they 
were till lately engaged. 

19. Major Outraju lias at my suggestion proceeded to Quetta, where 

his influence and aciivity may be of great benefit in the sjij^igements 
wliich will be required to facilitate the inarch of Major-GenSiR Nott’s 
force to the plains of Sinde. * ^ * 

20. My attention having been drawn to the excessive number' of 
officers einjdoyed iu political duties in Western Allghauistan and Sinde, 
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I have dispensc(l*with the political services of the following officers, and 
placed them at the disposal of the Commander-in-Chief. 

Lieut. E. K. Elliott, 43d N. 1. Lieut. J. D. Leckie, 22d By. N.L 

Lieut. C. A. Jackson, 3 1st N. 1. Lieut. E. B. Eastwick, 6th do. 

Lieut. J. T. Pattenson, 2d N. I. Lieut. II. J. Pclly, 8tli do. 

Lieut. C. F. North, By. Eng. Lieut. G. H. Robertson, 25 do, 

Lieut. T. Postans, 13th By. N. 1. 

21. I shall carry these reductions much further at the earliest possi- 
ble period. • 

22. The Government of Lahore has continued to evince a firm dis- 
position to co-operate cordially with us, and to improve anti streiigthfu 
its alliance with your Government. As 1 have already mentioned, a 
Sikh anny of between four and five thousand men has advanced through 
the Khyber Pass, and taken uj) a position near Jellahibad, subject to such 
directions as its commander may receive from the British general. 

23. The only occurrence of unusual importance which has been report- 
ed to me from the Punjaub, since the date of my last despatch, is tlie 
death of Maee Chund Koonwur, the widow of the late Malui Raja wlio 
opposed the accession of Maha Raja Sherc Sing. She was barbarously 
murdered by her own female domestics during the absence of Shore Sing 
from Lahore. The violent death of a lady who has held so exalted a 
position in the state is calculated to excite suspicions, from which it must 
be desirable that tlie minds of the Sikli .soldiery sliould be diverted, and 
I have communicated my views to this effect to jMr. Clerk. 

25. The death of Maeo Chund Koonwur has recalled the Malia Raja 
to Lahore, but I have not yet heard of his arrival. 

26. The Sikhs have continued to occupy and guard the KhylxT Pass 
from its eastern extremity as far as Ali Musjid, ami Major-General 
Pollock has been in correspondence vnth ^Ir. Clerk on the subject of 
arrangements for putting the Sikhs in possession of the Jellalabad valley 
on its evacuation by the British anny. 

ELLEMiOUOlJ(;JI. 

No. 382. — 31r. llawlllon to J\I/\ MaddooL 

Agra, June 10, 1842. 

Sm, — In continuation of my letter of the 7th instant^ 1 am directed 
by the Lieutenant-Governor to request that you will infonn tlm Govern- 
or-General that replies have been received to the communication made 
in a private form to the several magistrates noted in the margin,* regard- 
ing the number of mules and ponies tljey might be able to collect in tlicir 
respective districts. It would appear that the numbers, stated opposite 


* Magistrates, of 

Mules. 


Ponies. 

Bareilly... 

... 1,000 

... 

4,000 

Saharunpore... 

... 1,500 

... 

— 

Mooradabad, Meerut... 

... 1,000- 

... 

1,000 

Agra... 

... ,300 


not stated but 

Delhi... 

... 200 

... 

mimcrous. 

Bijnore... ... 

... 2.50 




4,2.50 

* 

.5,000 
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to each district, may be obtained within two months, atia price ranging 
from forty to seventy rupees for mules, and from twenty to fifty for 
poJiies. 

2. Tlic Lieutenant-Governor is still of opinion that Major Gwatkin 
would be the person best qualified to have the general charge of the 
whole arrangements ; but, as it might be inconvenient to bring all the 
cattle to Haupper, a subordinate of the stud department might be station- 
ed at Loodiana, sul)ject to the Major’s orders, there to receive the animals 
piirciiased in the upj)er districts. 

8. 1 am d('sire(i to take this opportunity to notice the necessity of 

early orders for the preparation of i)ack-saddles and halters, in the event 
(d* its being deteriniiied to adopt this plan of procuring baggage-cattle. 

I have, &c., 

N. Hamilton. 


No. 883. — Mr, Maddoch to Major-General Nott. 

Allahabad^ June 10, 1842. 

Sin, — I liave the lionor to acknowledge the receipt, this day, of your 
several letters of March the I2tli, 16lh, 24th, 28th, 29th, 31st, of April 
the 24th, and 28th, and of May 17th. 

2. The Governor-General fully aj:)prcciates the zeal with which you 
have ajijilicd jxiurself to the execution of the orders conveyed to you in 
my letter of tlie 19th of April. It would have been gratifying to his 
L<>rdshi[) if Prince Tiinoor, who appears to have remained uniformly 
faithful to tlie llritish Government, by which his family have been so long 
siii)j)orted, had been able to establish some influence in the neigjibour- 
liood of Caiidahar, which would have rendered it possible to leave him in 
possession of tliat city, with the prospect of his being able to preserve 
it by his own means. 

8>. If that should not be the case, upon your leaving Candahar you 
will (‘xecute the instructions contained in my letter of the 19th of April, 
with respect to that city. 

4. In the event of Prince Timoor desiring to accomjvany your army 
to the Indus, you will permit his Highness to do so, treating him always 
with th(‘ respset due to his misfortunes and his fidelity, and you will 
assure him tluit Iuj will be n^ceived in the British dominions with distin- 
guished consideration, and the hospitality which the British Government 
extends to the unfortunate. 

. I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 384. — Major-General Polloek to Mr, Maddock, 

Jellalahad, June 2, 1842. 

Sir, — I liave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
(No. 18d) dated 19th May, 1842, wdth annexed copy of a hotter to the 
address of Ctqitain Maegregor. 
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I tt'Li .,roa iy hax ng tiie se-rv^icrs oi* C%)tain Macgrcgor 

continued to me, for I liavc no hesitation in saying tliat undei* existing 
eireumstances tliey are invaluable. To his judicious manageinent I am 
indebted for the abundant sujiplies which pour in from every quarter ; 
his knowledge of the whole country hereabouts, and his personal acquain- 
tance with the Chiefs, enable him to overcome difficulties where another 
would ill all probability fail. At my request he will continue to afford 
all the aid in his power, and I trust that his continued exertions will be 
duly apjireciated and remunerated by Government. 

With regard to • the Kliyber, 1 'confess I should very much regret 
placing tlie negociations connected therewith in the hands of any other 
than Captain Mackeson until we are able to retire through it ; it 
reejuires that a person should be on the spot to watch narrowly the pro- 
ceedings of the Mailiks, and if the Sikhs do not aid in keeping open the 
communication, the greatest caution must be observed. Captain Macke- 
son is now at Dakka, and is certainly indefatigable in his endeavours to 
secure the siifety of the parties going to and fro. I therefore earnestly 
beg that no change may take pla(;e in the management of the affairs of 
the Khyber, which, it seems to me, would involve the more than probable 
result of our comniunnieation being cut off‘; and in that case the certainty 
of my being again obliged to force my passage under less fortuitous 
circumstances than attended my advance — and I am still witiiout carriage 
c^attle to enable me to move, for which 1 must look to the provinces. 
With reference to Captain Maegregor, I slioiild observe that he? is 
collecting the revenue of the valley in kind, and thereby saving to 
Government a heavy cxj)eiiditure for grain and forage. 1 am not aware 
what measures are being adopted for supplying me with carriage. 3o0 
camels were despatched from Ferozepore, 1 think some time in April, 
and should have reached Pesliawur ; more, with a company of 
sappers, are also on their way ; but even if they arrive, there will still b(* 
a great deficienev. I have already stated the difficulty of retiring now 
through the Khyber. I have no greater fear for the troops w^hen marcl!- 
ing than in a standing cainj); but the want of water is the most serious 
evil, aud would be most severely felt in the Pass. If, however, the 
Governor-General is still of opinion that the trial should be made, I 
would suggest tlie following : — 

That the Siklis be recpiired to hold the Pass up to Ali Musjid ; that 
carriage-cattle, either camels, mules, or yaboos, be sent in sufficient 
numbers, witli all practicable dispatch, to enable me to move ; and 1 
would direct Captain Lawrence to send on the animals with empty water 
jars, to be deposited at tlie top of Lundikanna, from whence every 
available puckaul, bheestie fiag, and brass pot should be filled, aud the 
march thence to Ali Musjid undertaken, during a moonlight night ; but 
the move should be kej>t secret. I don’t think 1 have any right to 
complain of unusual sickness yet, but this is the first of four hot months ; 
and although I shall endeavour to get the men into houses as comfortabiy 
as I can, I am aware that we must expect sickness, though not more, if 
80 much, as at Pesliawur. 

* I Lave, 

G. PoLLOClv. 
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No. .?85. — Major-- General Pollock to Mr, M^ddock. 

Jellaldhad^ June 3, 1842. 

Sin, — I liave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter^ 
dated 2l8t May, 1842. 

With reference to my offer of two lacs of rupees, I beg to state that I 
made it under the belief that such an offer had already been made ; and 
it was done previously to the receipt of your letter, dated 25th April, 
1842 . 

With regard to my not having noticed that the release of Dost 
Mahomed, under various contingencies, was not altogether impossible, I 
felt that I was then replying to Major Pottinger’s proposals from 
Mahomed Akbar, who had possession of only some of the prisoners, and 
that he hac^ certainly not then the power of releasing all ; and, moreover, 
Captain Mackenzie seemed to speak distinctly as to the indifference of 
the chiefs about Dost Mahomed’s release ; and I may add that I had very 
great reluctance to communicate with Maliomed Akbar at all ; but 
there was no other channel through which I Could negotiate for the 
prisoners he retains in his possession. 

Your letter, dated 25th April, paragraphs 5 and 6, seems to me to 
imply that, in treating, as I did, for only a portion of the prisoners, I 
should not be justified in naming Dost Mahomed ; but that whenever an 
opportunity might offer for negotiating for the whole, I might include his 
name. 

With reference to the lOth paragraph of your letter, I shall not of 
course, make any pecuniary ofler. I regret the application of this rule to 
all cases ; because, although I liave been disappointed about the prisoners 
at Buddeabad, I have just now some hope of men of the 44th, and 
artillery being released. The sum demanded was 1,200 rupees. There 
are, I believe, nineteen altogether. 

With reference to the 13th paragrajih of your letter, I can only express 
my regret that I should have erred in communicating through Major 
Pottinger, with Mahomed Akbar. I did so with very great reluctance, 
but I saw no other hope of obtaining the release of the prisoners he has 
in his power. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 386. — Major-General Pollock to Mr, Maddock. 

Jellalahad^ June !1, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your circular 
letter, dated May 26, 1842. 

The very serious evil which might accrue to the forces in this country 
by any premature and unnecessary disclosure of an intended movement, 
especially a retrograde movement, is so fully felt by me, that nothing 
<‘ould liave induced me to divulge the orders of Government on such a 
subject. The consequence was, that officers in the camp were not aware 
<>f any intended move, till communicated to them from the provinces. 



J state this, Ixcause it might be supposed that I had incautiously 
moiitioned that General Nott and 1 liad been directed to retire. 

1 have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 387. — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Jellalahad^ Jana 12, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. 
No. 242 of 1842,' dated 2(> May, enclosing coj)y of a letter to Mr. Clerk, 
No. 241 of 1842, of the same date. In the event of the Sikli Govern- 
ment determinitig to occu[)y Jellalabad and the valley of Ningrahar, J ‘ 
conclude they would do so in great numbers ; of this I should wdsh to 
have timely notice, as tlu' presence of so large a force would or might 
seriously affect my suj)])ly of forage. It appears to me also, that if they 
do come, the sooner 1 withdraw after their arrival the better. For the 
next two months it would hardly be desirable that th(‘y sliould mare.h so 
large a force into the country, as in that case I should c(‘rtainly b(‘, 
distressed for forage, and there is nothing now on the ground for 
cattle. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 388. — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Jellalabad^ June 13, 1842. 

Sir, — I have had the honour to receive your letter, No. 2o4, of 1842, 
dated 29tli May, 1842, on the .subject of a remark made by Mr. Chu-k 
in a letter to me, dated 18th May, 1842. 

I beg to say, in reply, that if I had had carriage cattle to move tlie 
force when I received the orders of his Excellency the Connnander-in- 
Chief, I should have marched for Pcshawur forthwith. I regret to state, 
that, of the camels which were coining with Lieutenant Goodwin, of the 
Engineers, 274 have deserted at the Attock. 

I have, 8cc., 

Gi:o. Pollock. 

No. 389. — The Gomrnor-Gcneral of India to General Sir Jaspa 

Nicolls. 

t 

Allahabad, June 18, 1842. 

Genrral, — Mr. Clerk will make arrangements to the effect that alf 
the#States in his neighbourhood, except Putteeala, shall contribute their 
means of carriage to Major-General Pollock’s array ; and the extensive 
resources of Putteeala will be reserved for the use of the army of 
reserve. 

It is very right to send for the Commissary-General, bul our arrange- 
ments with the Sikh Ijovernment arc now so far advanced, that we ought 
to be prepared to move Major-General Pollock’s force long before the 



(Joinmissary-Goneral will be near the Sulky ; and I mu»?t again suggest 
to your Ex(!elk*ney the expediency of appointing, in t his emergency, some 
uble ofheer who may temporarily have the whole responsibility of provi- 
ding Major-General Pollock’s force with the means of movement. Upon 
this sulfject sucli olficer should, of course, place himself in communica- 
tion with Mr. Clerk. 

I should not object to his having three or four very active temporary 
assistants under Iiim ; not to sit coj)ying letters, but to move about, and 
communicate personally with the several individuals from wlioni the sup- 
plies must b(? procured. 

Will your Excellency act at once in this matter, and place in the hands 
of the oHieer you may select, the Lieutenant-Governor’s proposition for 
the purchase of mules and iionies for his consideration ? 

I have, &(*., 

• Ei.lenborougii. 

No. 390. — Mr, Maddock to Mfijor- General Nott 

Allahnhad^ June 25, 1842. 

\SiR, — T have tlie honour to acknowledge the receipt of your severt^l 
despatches of the 21st and 29th of May, and I arn directed to express to 
you the Govcrnor-G^uierars entire apju’oval of the measures therein 
r('p{)rted to have been adopt (h1 by you. 1 arn at tlie same time directed 
to offtr to you bis Lordship’s sincere^ congratulations on the good conduct 
and success of your troops, in the attack directed by you, upon ^he 
enemy’s position in the vicinity of Caiulaliar, on the 29tli ult. 

1 have, ike,, 

T. II. Maddock. 


’ No. 391. — Mr. Maddock to Major-General Pollock, 

Allahuhad, Jane 25, 1842. 

Sir, — Tfic Governor- General heard yesterday, with extreme regret, 
that there had been a very extensive desertion amongst the hired camel 
drivers, at Attock ; and that, on the 7th instant, 319 loads were lying 
tli(*re, without camels to carry them. 

2. If this should be the consetpience' of the desertion of 319 out of 
the 350 camels, you had reason to expect, in one convoy from Feroze- 
pore, it is serious indeed. 

3. The Governor-General has taken, both before he beard of the last 
misfortune, and since, every step which has occurred to him for the 
supply of your army with its necessary means of carriage, and has 
distinctly exprcvSsed his opinion to the Commandc-in- Chief that this is 
an object which must be ell'ectcd, at whatever cost, at tlie^earliest possi- 
ble period. 

4. JJis Lordship has suggested that, in order to secure the fidelity of 
the camel drivers, yet more than it may be secured, by keeping back a 
I>ortiou of their pay, a force of irregular cavalry should accompany the 
aext convoy. Mules and jamies will be purchased, as well as camels. 
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The hiring systefc will be discontinued, and all the drivers will be in the 
service of Government. 

5. A force of nearly 5,000 Sikhs having now moved through the 
Khyber, and the portion of the Sikh army which is at, and near Pesha- 
war, having evinced much want of discipline, it is a noatter for your 
consideration, whether you should not move a brigade through the pass, 
to remain there, near Peshawiir, for the protection of your communica- 
tions. 

6. In deciding upon this point, you will consider tlie effect which a 
cliange of position will have upon the health of the troops. 

7. The Governor-General hopes that you would, without difficulty, 
be able to conceal your intention of making a movement with a view to 
a permanent change of position, by combining it with the march of some 
convoy, and giving to it the appearance of a movement made for its 
protection. 

8. The late unfortunate event at Lahore — the murder of Maee Chund 
Koonwar — may detain tliere Rajah Dhian Sing, and may thus, for some 
tim6, prevent liis joining the Sikh camp near*Jeilalabad, as he ai)pareiitly 
intended to do, for the puijpose of making the necessary preliminary 
arrangements for his having that place given up to him. 

* 9. The same event may possibly, too, have some effect upon the 
discipline of the Sikh troops in your rear. You will, therefore, perhaps, 
liave to rely more than ever upon your own resourcts, and you must look 
to nothing but the security of your army. ^ 

10. If you should move a brigade to the neighbourhood of Peshawur, 
you will make such communications as may seem to you to be expedient, 
Jo the officer in command of the Sikh troops ; but, as a month will have 
elapsed since the date of the last letter from you, before you can receive 
this, it is obviously impossible to give you any preoisg instructions. 

11. Upon that point you will understand only, generally, that it is the 

Governor-General’s wish to take all measures in communication with, 
and in concurrence with the Sikhs ; but you must consider the security 
of your army to be the object paramount to all others in lus Lordship’s 
mind. * 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Maddock. 


No. 392. — Major-General Pollock to Mr, Maddoch, 

Jellalahad^ June 14, 1842. 

Sir, — I have had the honour to receive your despatcli, No. 277 of 
1842, dated June 1st, 1842, conveying to me the instructions of the Right 
Honourable the Governor-General, consequent on the report his lordship 
has received of the great want of carriage-cattle with this force. I feel 
greatly indebted for the prompt measures which have been taken to sup- 
ply me ; and 1 hope I shall soon be able to take advantage of the instruc- 
tions contained in your letter, by moving a brigade towards Pesh Bolak 
and some other places, which, being connected with the Pass, require 
vstrong measures, that they may know what they are to expect, in the event 
of their attempting any obstruction to its^free passage. With inference 
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lo Pesh Balak, treasure to the amount of more than »‘J0,€00 rupees, and a 
gun, are now in their possession. 

I will do myself the honour to write again on this subject, when my 
plans arc more matured. 

I have, &c., 

George Pollock. 

No. 393. — 'J\h\ JMaddock to Major-' General Pollock, 

Allahabad^ June 30, 18*42. 

Siu, — I had, yesterday, the honour of receiving your letter of the 16th 
instant, inclosing returns, in ciunpliance with the request conveyed in iny 
letter of the 1st instant, of the strength of your army, and of the carriage 
and supplies at your disposal, as well as a stateinent of your daily con- 
siiinptioii, and of the additional carriage you require, 

2. It must b(5 evident t(» you, that without fi*equent and detailed 
information upon all these points, it must be impossible for the Governor- 
General to know what service the army, under your command, is compe- 
t(*nt to perform ; nor his Lordshij> provide you with every necessary 
(‘quipment without being accurately informed of your wants. 

3. Tliere have been some inaccuracies in the returns so furnished by 
you, which I am directed to bring to your notice. , 

4. In the return *of the strength of regiments, the number of horses 
attached to the lOtli Light Cavalry is altogether omitted. 

5. In the return of camels and of the animals required for the army, 
the number of private camels is stated, but in the return of camels and 
other animals attached, there is no entry at all under the head of private 
camels. 

6. The Governor-General has heard, with extreme regret, of the deser- 
tion of the camel-drivers at Attock, on the 7th instant ; and liis Lordship 
fears tliat you may be exposed to great inconvenience, for want of the 
stores that convoy of camels was conveying tot^rou. 

7. Every exertion is now making to efiect the purchase of 4,000 
nmhis ill the upper provinces, and Mr. Clerk is likewise exerting all his 
influence in tlie e.nd(*avour to purchase camels in the territory adjoining 
the 8utlej. 

8. I'lie Governor-General hopes, that by the middle of August or 
tlui b(‘giiiniiig of September, your army will be fully equipped with ear- 

I have, &c., 

T. IT. 31 AODOCK. 

N<>. 394. — Mtfjor-G eneral Noft to Mr, Maddock, 

Candahar^ June H , 1 842. 

Siu, — 1 have the honour to acknowledge the reeeijit of your letter of 
die 7th of May, 1842, and beg to assure you, for the information of the 
Governor-General of India, that my best endeavours shall be (‘constantly 
exerted to carry into (effect the orders conveyed in your letters of the 13th 
^^>al 19th of April, and that of the 7th ultimo. 

B 3 
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iieUig well ti^are, from experience, of 1 1 ui unhealthy state of Qnetijs* 
(luring the months of July, August, and September, it is my wish to 
keep the troops at Candahar until the 1 5i\i (d' September ; but should 
circumstances render it necessary for the safety of the troops under iny 
command, that retirement should take place at an earlier period, his Lord- 
ship may rely upon niy doing what may be re(|uisite for the reputation 
of our arras and for the lioiiour of our country. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No, 39i). — Major-Gf'tteral to Mr, Mat! dock. 

. Candahar^ June II, 184‘J. 

Sir, — With reference to your letter of tlie 19th of April, 1812, and io 
my reply under date the 21.st ultimo, I have* now the honour to ae(piaint 
you'tliat Brigadier Wymer’s detachment has returned to (^induhar, giving! 
escort to the guns, ammunition, ike., from Kelat-i-Ghilzic, and tliat he 
reports having destroyed the works of that forf, agreealdy to his iiistriic- 
tioiis. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 396. — Major-General I^ollock to Mr. M(idd(x:k. 

Jellalahnd, 'June 18, 18*12. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge' tlie receipt of your letter, 
dated 4th instant, giving cover to one from you, to tlie address of Mr. 
Clerk, instructing Iiim to pnxmre carriage-cattle for this force. 1 trust 
that, through Mr. Clerk's exertions, I shall not long be without the means 
of moving. I shall keep Mr. Clerk informed ot our wants from time to 
time. 5 

By the 1st October it is to be hoped the rivers will have fallen, in whiidi 
case they will be fordable at certain parts,^, when fewer boats would p(T- 
haps be required to form a bridge. 

With regard to ])assing through the Punjab, by difl’enmt routes, — il 
supplies are forthcoming, the whole force might return on one route iii 
two divisions, leaving an interval of a day betwt^eii each, and, by thi> 
means, there w^ould be less destruction to tlie cultivation. 

I havi‘, fic., 

Gko. J\)Llo(’K- 


No. 397. — Major’- ( Men era I Pollock to Mr. Maxldock. 

Jclhlabnd,^Junc 21, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your httter of 
date 6th June, 1842. I beg to state that had it been in my power to 
retire on Peshawur, I should not have delayed doing so, for the f»urj)ose 
of making over Jellalabad to tlie Sikh troops, unless the transfer coulu 
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iuivo been eflr(*f>ted immediately. It will be observed thit in my letter. 
No. (>4 (to which yours. No. 313, is a reply,) I have stated that, owing 
to the want of carriage-cattle, it was not in my power to withdraw this 
army. 

1 consider it highly desirable that the transfer of this valley should be 
made to the Sikli Govcrinnent betbre the army under my command is 
vviHulrawn ; and as the arrangements for tliis measure will neces- 
sarily occupy some time, I luive deemed it advisable to write to Mr. 
('Icrk.on tlie sul^ject, a copy of which letter I have now tlie honour to 
inclose. 

1 ]iav<\ &c., 

Geo. Pollock. 

* 

No. 398. — Major-General Pollovh to Mr. Maddock. 

Jellalabadf Jane 21, 1842. 

Sir, — 1 liave the honour to forw'ard copies and translations of a letter 
fr<mi Mahomed Shah Khan Ghilzie to the address of Captain Maegregor, 
,‘uul of my reply tlu'n^to. 

It is projxu* to immtion Capt. Maegregor’s letter to Mahomed Shah 
Khan was written be fore my arrival here. 

I have, i^c., 

Geo, Pollock. 

No. 399. — Translation of a Tetter from 3Ia homed Shah Khan 
Ghilzie to Captain JSlacareffor^ without date. 

Your hotter has been received, and has afforded me much pleasure. I 
been much pleased with what you say regarding the release of the 
Knirlish gentlemen who arc under my protection, and the friendship which 
y jii t!\press for iny relations, and the mesvsage which you sent by the 
■ carer of the letter, desiring me to send, or cause to be sent, the gentle- 
men to Major-General Pollock, as tl»c English Government would 
te>vard such serviei'. My friend, ingratitude is not permitted in your 
r ‘ligion nor in mine. I also wlsli, that in the way of friendship, they 
n!ic })risoners) may be released from the Sirdar (Mahomed Akbar), you 
^iionld make a gtxKl arrangement for their release, and write me the par- 
ticulars, that I may discuss the proposal wdth the Sirdar. I hope in 
tliat my friendly disposal to the English may be always known. 


No. 400. — (Trariylalion.) Mr. McGregor to Mahomed Shah 

Ghilzie. 

JellalabaJf June 21, 1842. 

riie friendl}^ letter which you wrote to Captain Maegregor has been 
leccived, and I have perfectly understood its contents. You write that 
J'u arrangemimt connected with the release of the prisoners ought to be 
^ ‘^plained and discussed here.” It is very desirable 'that an arrangement 
should be made for releasing all the prisoners who are at Cabool, Ghiiz- 
and Buddeabad. If all the Englisli prisoners who are in this 
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oomih’y are collected together and released, the Affglians who are in 
liindoostan shall also be set free. You should arrange this matter so 
that there may be no mention of paying money, and according to the 
proposal I have made of ' an exchange of prisoners, because it is not 
accordihg to the custom of nations to purcliase the release of prisoners. 

It is desirable tlint to attain that object some trustworthy person be 
sent by the Chiefs as an ambassador, with whom the matter can be 
discussed. 


No; 40^. — Mr, Maddock to Major-General NotL 

AUahahad^ July 4, 1842. 

SiK, — The Governej-General having understood that Major-General 
Pollock was, on the I7th ultimo, about to move a force upon Pesh Bolak, 
and subsequently to make a movement in advance, thinks it expedient to 
transmit to you a copy of my letter to the Major-General of the 1st of 
June, that you may not be misled into the belief that any change has 
taken place in the main object of the instructions heretofore furnished to 
the Major-General. 

2, His Lordship lias heard with groat siitisfaction that a convoy of 
3,000 camels has passed up the Kojuck Pass, and he now hopes that 
your army, or the principal part of it, will be sufficiently equipped Muth 
carriage. 

1 have, iStc., 

T. H. Maddock. 

No. 402. — Mr, Maddock to Major-General Pollock, 

AUahahmly July 4, 1842. 

SiK, — It has given great satisfaction to the Governor -General to learn, 
from your letter of the 14th ultimo, that you have sufficient means of 
movement to be enabled to act upon the vsuggestions contained in my 
letter of the 1st ultimo. 

2. You will not have mistaken tlic object of that letter, which was 
merely to suggest that, as fur as your means of movement allowed, you 
sliould make your strength felt by the enemy during the period of your 
necessary detention in tlie valley of the Cabool river. 

3. No change has, from the first, taken place in the Governor-Ge- 
neral’s views of the expediency of withdrawing your army at the earliest 
period, consistent with the healtli and efficiency of the troops, that is, as 
is now understood, in the beginning of October. 

' ^ I have, &c., 

: . T. H. Maddock. 


No. 403. — 2%e Governor-General of India to the Setret Committee. 

• Allakabadj Jtdy 8, No, 24fl, 1842. 

lloNOBABLE SiBS, — I send herewith copies of letters addressed by me 
to Major-General Nott, to Major-General Pollock, to Major Outram, and 
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to the Governor of Bombay, and of a memorandum for Major-General 
Sir Charles Napier. 

All these documents I have deemed it necessary to withhold, for tlie 
present, from the records of the offices hero, on account of the absolute 
uecesslty of preserving secrecy in the important matter to which they 
refer. 

They will be placed ujK)n the records as soon as Major-General Nott’s 
decision shall be known. 

My letter to Major-General Nott so fully explains the grounds upon 
which I have ventured to afford liini an option as to the line of his retire- 
ment upon the Indus, that I deem it necessary to do more than refer you 
to the document itself, for au explanation of rny views upon the subject. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenbohough. 

No. 404. — The Governor- General of India to Major-General NotL 

Allahahad^ June 4, 1842. 

Genekal, — You will have learnt from Mr. Maddock’s letters of the 
Idth Miiy, and 1st of June, that it was not expected that your movement 
towards the Indus could be made till October, ^regard being had to tJie 
liealth and efficiency of your army. 

You aj)j)ear to have been able to give a sufficient equipment to the 
force 3 "ou recently dispatched to Kelat-i-GInlzie, under Colonel Wymer ; 
and, since his return, you will have received, as I infer from a private 
hjtter addressed by Major Outrara to Captain Durand, my private secre- 
tary, a furtlier supply of 3,000 camels. 

1 have now, therefore, reason to suppose, for the first time, that you 
hi|ve the means of moving very large proportion of your army with 
ample equipment for any service. 

Tliere has been no deficiency of provisions at Candahar at any time ; 
and, immediately after the harvest, you will have an abundant supply. 

Nothing has occurred to induce me to change my first opinion, that 
the measure, commanded by considerations of political and military pru- 
dence, is to bring back the armies now in Aftghaiiistan at the earliest 
period at which their retirement can be effected, consistently with the 
lioalth and efficiency of the troops, into positions wherein they may have 
easy and certain communication with India ; and to this extent the in- 
structions you have received remain unaltered. But the improved position 
of your army, with sufficient means of carriage for as large a force as it is 
necessary to move in AfFgUanistan, induces me now to leave to your option 
the line by which you shall withdraw your troops from that country, 

1 must desire, however, that, in forming your decision upon tliis most 
important question, you will attend to the following considerations. 

In the direction of Quetta and Sukkur, there is no enemy to oppose 
you : at each place occupied by detachments, you will find provisions : 
and, probably, as you descend the passes, you will have increased means 
of* carriage. The operation is one admitting of^ no doubt as to its 
success. 

If you determine upon moving upon Ghuziiec, Cabool, and Jellalabud, 
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you will require, for the transport of provisions, a much larger amount of 
carriage ; and you will be practically without communications, fmm the 
time of your leaving Candahar. Dependent entirely upon the Courage of 
your army, and upon your own ability in directing it, I should 'not have 
any doubt as to the success of the operation ; but whether you will be 
able to obtain provisions lor your troops, during the whole march, and 
forage for your animals, may be a matter of reasonable doubt. Yet 
upon this your suOiei^ will turn. 

You must remember tliat it was not the superior courage of the Aff- 
ghans, but want, and the inclemency of tlie season, which led to the de- 
struction of the army at Cabool ; and you must feci as I do, that thelos*? 
ot* another array, from whatever cause it miglit arise, might be fatal to 
imr Government in India. 

I ‘do not undervalue the aid whicli our Government in India would 
receive from the successful execution by your army of a march througli 
Gliuy.nee and Cabool, over the scenes of our late disasters. I know all 
the elfect which it vvoulJ have upon the minds of our soldiers, of our 
allies, of our enemies in Asia, and of our countrymen, and of all foreign 
nations in Europe. It is an olyect of just ambition, which no one more 
than myself would rqjoi(*e to see ejected ; but I see that failure in the 
attemjjt is certain and irretrievable ruin ; and I would endeavour to 
inspire you with the necessary .caution, and make you feel that, great as 
are tlie objects to be obtained by success, the risk is great also. 

If you determine upon moving by Ghuznee, and entirely give up your 
ooramiinications by Quetta, I should suggest that you should take with 
you only the most efficient troops and men you liave, securing the retreat 
of the remainder upon Killa-Abdoola and Quetta. 

You will, in such case, consider it to be entirely a question to be de- 
cided by yourself, according to cinunnstances, whether you shall destroy, 
or not the fortifications of Candahar ; but, before you set out upon yo§i' 
adventurous inarcli, do not fail to make the retirement of the force you 
lea\'e beliiiid you, perfectly secure, and give such instructions as you 
deem necessary fur the ultimate retirement of the troops in Sinde, upon 
Sukkur. 

You will recollect that what you will have to make is a succossfid 
march ; that that inareli must not be delayed by any hazardous operations 
against Ghuznee or Cabool ; that you should carefully calculate tlie time 
required to enable you to reach Jellalabad in the first week in October, 
so as to form the rear-guard of Major-General Pollock’s army. If you 
should be enabled by a coup-de-tnaiu to get possession of Ghuznee and 
Cabool, you will act as you see fit, and leave decisive proofs of the power 
of the Britisli army, without impeaching its humanity. You will bring 
away from the tomb of Mahraood of Ghuznee, his club, which hangs over 
it ; and ^ou will tring away the gates of his tomb, which are the gates 
of the Temple of Soiiinaut. These will be the just trophies of your 
successful march. 

You will not fail to disguise your intention of moving, and to acquaint 
Majo^-General Pollock with your plans, as soon as you have formed them, 
A copy of this letter ^ill be forwarded to Major-General Pollock to-day ; 
and he will be instructed, by a fomard movement, to facilitate your* 
advance ; but he will probably not deem it necessary to move any troops 
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actually to Cabool, where your force will be amply suiikjieiit to beat any 
thing the Affghans can oppose to it. Tlit^ operations, however, of tlie 
two armies, must be combined, upon their approach, so as to cfTect, 'with 
the least possible loss, the occupation of Cabool, and keep open the com- 
iiiunicatious between Cabool and Peshawiir. 

One apprehension upon my mind is that, in the event of your deciding 
upon moving on Jellalabad, by Ghuznee and Cabool, the accumulation of 
so great a force as that of your army, cojn])ined with Major-General 
Pollock’s, ill the narrow valley of the Cabool river, may produce material 
diihculties in the matter of provisions and forage ; but every effort will 
j)e made from India to diminish that difficult y, should you adopt that line 
of retirement. 

This letter remains absolutely secret. 

I havoj &c., 

Ena:MJouoTTcii. 


No. 405. — The GiU'ernor- Genera I of India io Major-- General 

Pollock. ' 


Allahabad July 4, 1842. 

General, — I Iiave the honour to communicate to you a copy of a 
letter I have tliis day addressed to 3Iajor-Geiicral Nott. You will endea- 
vour to combine your movements as far as you can with those of the 
Major-General, should he decide upon adopting the line of retirement 
by Ghuznee and Cabool ; and as soon as he shall have advanced beyond 
Ghuznee, you will, as senior officer, issue such orders to Major-General 
Nott as you may d(‘em fit ; but until the Major-General shall have pai^sed 
Ghuznee, his movements must rest with himself, as he alone can know all 
the circumstances by which they must be determined. 

1 have, &c., 

PiLLENUOROUGH. 


NO. 406. — (Extract.) The Govern or~Gcneral of India to Major-- 
General Nott. 


Allahdhad^ July 5, 1842. 

In the event of your ava'lling yourself of the option given to you in my 
letter of yesterday’s date, and of your deciding upon the route of (iliuz- 
nee and Cabool, 1 have to express my wish that 3 ^ou should send Major- 
General Pmglaud to command at Sukkur. 

In the event of your moving upon Ghuznee, I request you will give tlie 
earliest iiitiiiiation of , your intention to Sir George Arthur,’ the Governor 
of Bombay. I shall write confidentially to Sir George Arthur, and de- 
J^ire him, in vsueh an event, to send, as soon as the season will permit, 
Major-General Sir Charles Napier to command all the forces between the 
Kojuck and the Indus. 
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No. ' 407. — Mcncoraiuium by the Govmior-Gc'neral of Imlta^ for 
Major-General Sir Charles Naj)ier. 

Allahabad^ July 6, 1842. 

It is to be expected that, in the event of Major-General Nott’s moving 
upon Ghuznee and Cabool, he will take with him the two British regi- 
ments, and nearly all his cavalry ; and that the force which he will send 
back into Sinde will consist of Bombay troops, and the late Shah Shoo- 
ja’s, and the Pooniijii Horse, and to these may probably be added detach-* 
merits of nearly all the regiments taken on to Ghuznee, consisting of the 
old and weak and sickly men. 

Probably the force taken on will not exceed 7,000 men. There has 
been no return for a long time of the amount of force Major-General Nott 
has ; but probably about 4,000 men wduld, together with some number 
of refugees, proceed to the valley of Pisheen. 

The whole objest of the Government is to draw down to SIiikar}»ore, 
iSukkur, and Bukkur, all the troops left by Major*<jeneral T^ott, and all 
those now below the Kqjuck Pass, at as early a period as may be consist- 
ent 'with their health and efliciency. They cannot begin to move till 
October, and their march need not be hurried. ^ 

It is apprehended that there will l]re a great deficiency of cavalry with 
this force ,* and Sir George Arthur will have the goodness to consi- 
der with Sir Charles Napier how the deficiency can best be supplied. 
Our allies, the Ameers of Khyrpoor and llydraliad, have not been wiiolly 
without suspicion of infidelity to the British Government ; and it is iu»l, 
quite impossible that a portiou oP^the force may be required to visit Ily- 
drabad before its return to Bombay. There are likewise some arraijgc- 
inents to be made respecting the Island of Bukkur and the town, of Suk- 
kur, which will be facilitated by the presence of a considerable body of 
troops at that point. 

The Bengal Regiment there would be witlwlrawu. 

In any case, some force, amounting, at least, to a strong brigade, would 
be left at Bukkur and Sukkur. 

Kurachee will continue to be held for a time. The garrison there 
might be strengthened, if necessary, but no more troops will be sent from 
Bombay thither. 

Major Outrain, and all the political' authorities, would be placed under 
the Major-General. ^ 

\ have, he., 

Elllnborouch. 


No. 408. — The Governor-General of India to Major Outram. 

Allaliahad, July 7 , 1842 . 

SiE, — It is expedient that Major-General Nott should have sent up to 
him, without delay, every camel and other animal of burthen or draught 
you may be able to dispatch to him with security. 

I desire, therefore, ^that you will take immediate measures for sending 
them up. 

You. will have the goodness not to mention your having received tht* 
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letter except to the Major-Genera¥ ; and it would be dbsirable that the 
frequent transmission of public despatches to Candaliar should not be 
taken notice of, 

I have, &c., 

Ellenborough. 


No. 409. — The Governor- General of India to the Secret Committee. 

Allahabad^ August 6, No. 28, 1842. 

Honourable Sirs, — Mr. tJlerk informed me, on the 23rd of «luly, 
tliat the state of his health would render it necessary for him to proceed 
to the hills at the latest on the. 10th of September, and to abstain from 
all business for six months or a year. 

2. Until the 10th of September, Mr. Clerk feeling the urgency of 
the several matters he had in hand, is willing to remain, although with 
considerable risk to hiinself. 

3. Your Honorable Committee are well awjire of the value of Mr. 
Clerk’s services, 'and of the extent of his personal influence witli the Dur- 
bar of Lahore and the Sikh chiefs, and population on both banks of the 
Sutlej, — an influence without which, at the present time, it would be per-' 
fcctly impossible to furnish Major-General Pollock’s army with the sup- 
plies required to make it ca])able of executing any extended military 
movement. 

4. By you, therefore, as by me, the temporary retirement of Mr. 
Clerk must be felt as a very serious public misfortune. To me it seemed 
so nearly to affect the success of the several measures in which he is now 
engaged as the Governor-Cenerars xVgent, that I decided at once to jiro- 
cccd to join him as soon as the overland mail, which will convey this letter, 
may be dispatched ; and 1 hope that 1 may be able, after passing two days 
at each of the stations of Cawuipore, Meerut, and Kurnaul, to arrive at 
Simla on or about the time of Mr. Clerk’s arrival there, and to have 
the opportunity of communicating personally with him, and his Excellen- 
<^y the Commander-in-Chief, for six or seven weeks, before 1 proceed to 
join the army of reser^'e at P%rozepore. 

5. The time and place of assembling that army had, until within 
these few days, been left undecided ; but the recent complexion of the 
accounts from the Punjab, and Mr. Clerk’s opinmn, in conformity with 
that 1 have been led to form, that the continuance of the existing Govern- 
ment in that country is very doubtful, induced me at once to fix Feroze- 
pore as the place of assembly, and the 15th of November as the time. 

6. The assembling of so considerable an army at the time at that 
point will have a material effect in strengthening the existing Govern- 
ment of Lahore ; it will, I trust, generally flicilitate the operations of the 
armies in Affyianistan ; by the appearance of assured support, it will 
give confidence to the troops composing the force itself, and. some experi- 
ence in the greater movements of war to our officers ; while exhibiting 
eur undiminished military strength to the States by which we are sur- 
rounded, it will induce the abandonment of any intentions they might 
entertain of hostility to our Government. 

7. I have from the first been so satisfied of the policy of assembling 

c 3 
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this army, that I^iave hardly deemed it necessary to advert to tlie obvious 
reasons for it. If 1 could at any time have entertained a doubt about the 
expediency of the measure, that doubt would have been removed by Mr. 
Clerk’s having suggested it very soon after I was in communication with 
the Commander-in-Chief tipon the subject, and by his having more than 
once, and again recently recurred to it, as a step calculated to be eminent- 
ly useful in the present state of affairs. 

8. I proceed to Simla for the same reason for which I came to Allaha- 
bad, with the view of placing myself in the position in which the presence 
of superior authority %• the direction of political and military measures, 
seems to be most essential to the public service. 

9. There are inconveniences undoubtedly attending the separation of 
the Governor- General from the Council of India, and I see and feel 
their weight. I was in hopes, that under very ftivourable circumstances, 
I might have been enabled to return to the Presidency in January, after 
having arranged in a secure manner the affairs which drew me hither, and 
tlios^ hopes are not yet renounced ; but I must admit tliat the circum- 
stances developed in the Punjab Intelligence,” the marder of Mace 
Chund Coonwur, tlie evident suspicions of Raja Goolaub Sing, the jea- 
lousies and uneasiness manifested by the Maharaja, and bis occasional iti- 

’ discretion in making known his feelings, together with the conversations 
in the durbar, which exhibit generally, on the jiart of the Chiefs, doubts 
of the continuance of our power, and suspicions of our intentions, if we 
should retain it. All these circumstances concur to make me apprehen- 
sive, that however favorable may be the result of our proceedings in 
Affghanlstan, it may still be necessary tlmt I should remain during the 
next hot season, especially in the absence of Mr. Clerk, to watch events, 
and provide for all contingencies. 

I have, &c., 

Elli:nborough. 


No. 410. — The Gvcernor- General of India to the Secret Committee, 

Allahabad^ ^ugiist lO, No, 29, A, lS42. 

Honourable Sirs, — I Jiave the honor to forward to you several letters, 
written subsequently to my secret and confidential dispatch, in which 1 
communicated the option I had offered to Major-General Nott, of retiring 
by Ghuznee and Cabodl, instead of by Quetta. 

These letters I have, equally with the others, deemed it necessary for 
the good of th^ public service, to keep this day entirely secret. 

I have only communicated, generally, in a private letter to Mr. Clerk, 
my Agent on the north-west frontier, the substance of the instructions 
addressed to Generals Nott and Pollock, with a view to his guidance in 
negotiations with the Durbar of Lahore. 

You will perceive, from the perusal of these letters, that I adhere ab- 
solutely to my original intention of withdrawing the whole army froni 
Aflghanistan ; and that I have, in the most empliatic manner, repeated 
the order before giv^n for that withdrawal. 

Some risk T deem it justifiable to incur for the recovery of the guns 
and of the prisoners, and with the view of exhibiting the triumphant 
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niarch of a British array over the ground, on which ii»once suffered de- 
feat ; but I consider the preservation of the army in Affghanistan essen- 
tial to the preservation of our empire in India ; and, however the world 
might forgive or applaud me, I should never forgive myself, if I exposed 
that array to any material and serious danger, for the possible accomplish- 
ment of any object now to be obtained in Affghanistan. 

My hope and expectations are that, without incurring such danger, I 
shall effect, through the instructions 1 have given, every object now de- 
sired by the people of England. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenboroxjgh. 

No. 411. — The Governor-General of India to Major-General Nott 

Allahabad^ Jtdy 10 , 1842 . 

General, — Your means of communicaftion with Major-General Pollock 
must be so uncertain, that I think it right to send you a copy of a letter 
1 received from him to-day, conveying information as to his present plans, 
and as to the extent of carriage he possesses ; which may be of use to 
you in enabling you to come to a safe decision, as to your line of retire- 
ment. 

Every effort is making to increase Major-General Pollock’s amount of 
carriage ; but there is such a terror of Affghanistan, on the part of the 
drivers of camels, that further, and extensive, desertions may be expect- 
ed, and the animals which leave Ferozepore may never reach Jellalabad. 

Your success and your safety must, in a great measure, depend upon 
tlic support you may receive from the Major-General, by a march upon 
Cabool, simultaneous with yours ; and you see what apprehensions he en- 
tertains of passing Gundamuck. 

The return of your two armies to India, in a state of efficiency, is of 
more im[K)rtance than any success you might obtain at a great cost of 
moil ; and, as 1 have alrejidy told you, the occurrence of another great 
reverse would be of very fatal consequence. 

With these cautions, I m^ again leave the line of your retirement to 
your own decision, to be fouMed upon your knowledge of circumstances, 
al tlie period when your march would commence ; and I can only again 
*sure you, that tiie most favorable construction will be put upon your 
conduct. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenborough. 

No. 412. — The Governor- General of India to Major-General Nott, 

AUahahad, Judy 16 , 1842 . 

( Extract) — Such earnest representations have been made to the Dejmty 
Commissary-General, who is at Loodiana, to Mr. Clerk, and to Major- 
Ceneral Battine, who are in communication with the Deputy Commissary- 
General, upon the subject of the carriage and supplies required for 
Major-General Pollock’s arm}^ and it has been so distinctly stated to 
them, that it is absolutely necessary that Major-General Pollock should 
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liave the means ofe moving his whole army, with fourteen day^s provisions, 
by the 21st of September ; that I feel satisfied that every exertion will 
be made, and that, if tliat army be not on that day so equipped as to be 
enabled to move in any direction, it will be the result of circumstances 
beyond human power to control. 

i have suggested tliat the supplies furnished to Major-General Pollock 
should be calculated for 700 men beyond the number of the troops now 
with him, on the ground that it may be nettessary to give provisions from 
our magazines to the Sikh .troops ; but, in fact, with a view to the 
possible advance of the army under your command. 

Mahomed Akbar has told Mohiin Lall, that, in the event of the Britislr 
army advancing, he shall not meet it in the field, but defend the town of 
Cabool ; upon which I immediately sent 400 more rockets to Major- 
General Pollock. 

I hope you have received the rockets I sent to you by dawk. They left 
Allahabad on the 14th of Maj, and were, 1 believe, at Ferozepore, on 
the lOtli of June. Your engineer oflleers will be aware that the composi- 
tion in tlie rockets should be taken out, and rc-made, as it will have 
been injured by the heat. 

I do not know wliether you are aware, that Major-Genenil Pollock has 
no buttering guns. 


No.. 413. — The Govcraor-Ocnerul of India to Major-General 

Fullock • 


Allahahud July ]7, 1842. 

General., — The accounts I have received to-day from Major Outram, 
of Major-General Nott^s present means of carriage, and of the facilities 
which exist for increasing them, lead me to think that no dilficulty on 
that head will occur, to prevent the Major-Cieneral from executing the 
marcli upon Ghuznee and Cabool, whicli he was authorized to make by 
my letter of the 4th instant, of which I trii^mitted a copy to you. 

Major Outram says, that Major-Geneffl Nott has already sufficient 
carriage for present purposes ; and he can obtain, on liire or by pur- 
chase, 3000 or 4000 more camels for his force, whenever he pleasJI 
Major Outram has directed about 1300 camels now at Sukkur, to pro- 
ceed to Ferozepore, if the march can be made at this season. I have sent 
instructions to Mr. Clerk, to communicate with tlie Lahore Government, 
about tlie marcli of these camels by way of Mooltau, or any shorter (and 
practicable) route of Peshawur. 

Your carriage will, if my orders can be obeyed, be completed by the 
21st of September, to what will be sufficient to move, in any direction, 
your wliole force. 

I really do think that at last ‘all are working zealously and earnestly 
for you equipment. 

I have, 8cc., 

Ellenbouough. 
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No. 414. — The Govcrnor^^General of India to Major Outr9m^ 

Allahabad^ Jidy 17) 1S42. 

Sm, — I gather from Major-General Nott’s letter to you of the 22ud 
ultimo, and your reply thereto, that the Major-General was in want of 
money, and that you had six lacs in the treasury at Quetta. 

In all probability the Major-General will therefore have given you 
instructions to send up the largest portion of the money in your treasury 
to him at Candahar ; but, whatever may be the state of your treasury 
when you receive this letter, I request that you will at once, if .you can 
do so safely, send up to Major-General Nott all you have disposable ; and, 
deeming the urgency of supplying his force to be greater than that of 
supplying the force below, you will even run the risk of exposing yourself 
at Quetta to temporary inconvenience, in your endeavour to meet the 
demands of the force at Candahar. 

I am much gratified, by the accounts received from you to-day, of the 
extent of carriage now at Major-General Nott’s disposal, and of the 
facilities with which you think it can be immediately increased. It is 
essential that the Major-General’s army should have furnished to it ample 
means of moving in every direction ; and' I indulge the hope that, 
through your able and zealous exertions, this has now been done. 

I have, &c,, 

Ellenbokouoh. 

No. 415. — The Governor’^General of India to Major-^General 

Pollock. 


Allahabad^ July 23, 1842, 

General, — I am in hopes that Major-General Nott will to-day be in 
possession of my letter of the 4th instant, and that you will, very soon 
after you receive this letter, be made acquainted with the Major-General’s 
intentions. 

My expectation is, that Major-General Nott will feel himself sufficiently 
strong, and be sufficiently p^vided with carriage, to march upon Ghuznee 
and Cabool. 

I have taken the precaution of instructing Major Outram to send up 
to Candahar every disposable camel, and all the treasure at Quetta, about 
five or six lacs ; and I have likewise instructed Major Leech, who may 
have reached Quetta, to return to Candahar. Mjyor Leech’s local 
knowledge will be of much use to Major-General Nott, if he should 
advance on Ghuznee and Cabool. 

Major-General Nott, looking forward to the difficulties of the march, 
and the uncertain time it may occupy, and necessarily impressed with a 
deep sense of the importance of terminating the whole combined opera- 
tions, and bring off the two armies into the plains before the commence- 
ment of severe weather, will hasten his preparations for leaving Candahar, 
and I anticipate his being able to do so by the 15th of August. 

I do npt appreliend that between Candaliar and Ghuznee any obstacles 
will be offered to his march, by an enemy dijdieartened by repeated 
discomfiture, and completely taken by surprise j and I look forward to 
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the army from Cniidaliar being to the north of Glmznee by the 10th of 
Sej)tember. 

I have used every exertion in my power to complete the equipment 
of your army with carriage. From fifteen to twenty lacs of treasure 
will be forwarded to you, in addition to the ten already transmitted ; 
and the Commissariat has been directed to provide the means of 
carriage- for provisions for 7,600 men beyond the amount of *your 
present force, such carriage being equal to the transport of fourteen 
days’ supply. 

I am assured by Mr. Clerk, that the requisite carriage will be furnished 
by the time fixed — that was, origina%, the 1st of October ; and since, 
the 21st of September. 

I am hardly sanguine enough to tliink that all I have directed to be 
done, will be done by that earlier day ; but 1 certainly entertain the ex- 
pectation that, leaving, as you probably will, the 2nd Regiment of Native 
Infantry, and 200 Irregular Cavalrj% in the Khyber Pass, to occupy that 
position, and leaving likewise a garrison in Jellalabad, you will possess 
sufficient carriage to move tlie remainder of your army in advance, to 
support the march of Major-General Nott uj^on Cabool. 

Mahomed Akbar Khan will probably retire from Cabool, on the 
appearance of the combined army. 

The expectations of its advance will revive and invigorate the factions 
opposed to that cliief ; and it is not altogether imi)robablc, that the result 
may be his overthrow, and the nominal establisliment of a Royal Govern- 
ment, in the person of some other chief, or of the Prince Futteh Jung. 

You are already authorized to tr^at with a de facta Government for the 
exchange of prisoners ; but you will avoid doing any act from which it 
might be infiirred that the British Government recognized any authority 
w'hich may be established in Cabool. 

You will distinctly declare that you are not authorized to make any 
such recognition, and you will refer the matter to me. 

The object of the combined march of your army, and Major-General 
Nott’s upon Cabool, will be to exhibit our strengtli where we suffered 
defeat ; to inflict just, but not vindictive, retribution upon the Afighans ; 
and to recover the guns and colours, as well the prisoners, lost by our 
army. 

The first of these objects is evidently attainable ; but I cannot but 
entertain much doubt whether even the presence of two victorious 
armies at Cabool will effect the recovery of the prisoners. 

The difficulty of recovering the prisoners arises from the cireumstance 
of there being no strong established Governraebt in Cabool, which would 
liave at once the will, and the power, to coerce individual chiefs, and to 
compel them to surrender the prisoners they may respectively have in 
their possession, for the purpose of relieving the country from the pre- 
sence of a foreign army. 

Our coercion of the Government of Algiers in 1816, led to the resto- 
ration of slaves, the private property of individuals ; but the Govern- 
ment of Algiers w^s strong, and had power to compel such restitutio!!. 
The apprehension of the consequences which might result from further 
refusal to surrender the Russian slaves, led tlic Government of Khiva, in 
the last year, to compel individuals to give up their property but the 
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Government of Khiva, too, was strong, and had the •power to enforce 
obedience to its will. 

There is no such Government, and there is no present prospect of tlie 
establishment of any such Government, at Cabool ; and, most unfortu- 
nately, the early and frequent mention of ransom has led those who hold 
our prisoners in tlueir power, to consider them as a valuable property. 

The pressure of war may undoubtedly become so severe as to induce a 
somewhat general desire amongst the Affghans to terminate hostilities 
with us, by the surrender of all they have taken from us, and tliis general 
desire may practically compel the restitution of the prisoners ; but I 
look to this event, as one rather to be desired than expected. 

There is one other event, too, rather to be desired than expected, per- 
haps, but which must be deemed of not impossible occurrence, — the 
surlender of Mahomed Akbar Khan into your hands by the faction hos- 
tile to him. 

To the possession of that chiefs person, I attach very gre*at import- 
ance. You are already authorized to give an assurance, that his life shall 
be spared ; but you will not make any other condition, nor make that 
lightly. I earnestly desire that that chief, the avowed murderer of Sir 
William Macnaghtcri, and the betrayer of a British army, should come 
into our power without any e.oiidition whatsoever. 

Should Mahomed Akbar retain his authority after your advance upon 
Cabool, he will endeavour to protract any negociation, in which he 
will involve you, so as to detain you at Cabool until the severe season 
shall return, when he will expect to obtain over you the same success 
which he obtained over our army last year, through the same means of 
cold and famine. 

You will, therefore, not delay any operation whatever, which military 
considerations would suggest to you, in consequence of any pending 
negotiation. You v^ill, as long as the season permits you to remain with 
perfect security, rely upon your owji force, arid upon that alone, for the 
effecting of your objects, and exert that force vigorously, giving every 
proof of British power, which is not inconsistent with the usages of war, 
and the dictates of British huiuinity ; but you will never forget that, 
after so exliibiting that power, you are, without allowing yourself to be 
<li verted therefrom by any object, to obey the positive orders of your 
Government to withdraw your army from Affghaiiistan. 

It will be your highest praise, after having re-established the opinion 
of tlie invincibility of the British arras upon the scene of their late 
misfortunes, to restore its armies to India in a perfectly efficient stale, at 
a period, when I assure you that their presence in India is most desirable. 

I trust that the last man of the two armies will have repassed the 
Sutlej by the 1st of January; and that I may then have the satisfaction 
of offering to you my personal congratulations upon your having success- 
fully accomplished every object you have been directed to effect, and 
lealized every reasonable wish of your country. 

I have, &c., 


Ellekbokough. 
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No. 416. — Majch*^Generdl Nott to the Govemor^General of India, 

Candahar^ My 26 , 1842 . 

My Lokd, — Having well considered tbd subject of your Lordship’s 
letter of the 4th instant ; having looked at the. difficulties in every point 
of view, and reflected on the advantages which would^attend a successful 
accomplishment of such a move, and the moral influence it would have 
throughout Asia ; I have come to a determination to retire a portion of 
the army under my command, via Ghuznee and Cabool. I shall take 
with me, not a large, but a compact and well tried force on which I can 
rely. Your Lordship may rest assured that all prudence, and every mili- 
tary precautidn, shall be observenl : there shall be no unnecessary risk ; 
and, if expedient, I will mask Ghuznee, and even Cabool. But, if an^p- 
portunity should offer, I will endeavour to strike a decisive blow for the 
honor of our arms. 

The greatest difficulty I am likely to experience will be the want of 
forage in the neighbourhood of Cabool, and thence to Jellalabad, in con- 
sequence of the large bodies of horse, which have so long consumed,, and 
still continue to ^nsume it, I, therefore, , hope that measures will be 
taken to have supplies of forage, and a few comforts for the European 
troops stored at Jellalabad, which place I shall endeavour to regulate my 
inarch so as to reach the first week of October, 

I have commenced arrangements for the remainder of the force retiring 
upon Sukkur, under the command of Major-General England, who will 
receive the necessary instructions for his guidance in withdrawing the 
troops from Candahar, and the different posts between this and Shikar- 
pore. 

I am most anxious, notwithstanding the conduct of the Affghan chiefs, 
that our army should leave deep impression on the people of this country, 
of our character for forbearg^nce and humanity. 

All our guns, also six brass pieces, belonging to the late Shall Shooja- 
ool-Molk, shall be taken to Sukkur. ^ All unserv iceable articles, not 
worth the carriage, will be destroyed. 

Having now acquainted your Lordship of my determination, I shall 
not fail to keep your Lordship constantly informed of my proce^ings. 

1 have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 417. — Mojor-Outram to the Governor-General of India 

Quetta^ July 26 , 1842 . 

My Lom>, — I had the honor to receive your Lordship’s commands, 
dated 7th instant, this morning, and I beg to inclose, for your Lordship’s 
information, the copy of a letter I immediately addressed to Major- 
General Nott in consequence. 

The Major-General having intimated, on the 19th instant, that he had 
then within 800 camels of what he required, to move all the troops at 
Candahar ; and, as he must have since provided some, by purchase I pre- 
sume tliat the additional 500 I now purpose sending, wull meet his entire 
wants. 
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Havinor, I confidently trust, secured the resources»of Beloocliistan, I 
have no fear of not being aide to funiisli what may liereafter be requisite 
for the troops to the southward of Candahar. 

I have, 8tc., 

J. OufRAM. 


No. 418 ; — The Governor-General of India to Major-General 

Pollock. 

Allahahad^ July 29, 1842. 

General, — The information conveyed in your letter of the 14th 
instant, witli respect to the opening of a negotiation for the exchange of 
prisoiKTs,' will not induce me to relax in my endeavors to supply your 
army with tlic means of movement ; nor are 3X)u to consider the orders 
you before had, to be, in any respect, varied, niF consequence of the mission 
of llajee Buchtiar Khan to your camp. 

Before your letter of the 14th instant was received, directions had been 
published for the assembly of the army of reserve at Ferozepore, on the 
Itlth INovember, and those directions will be executed. 

1 had, likewise, before the receipt of that letter, given directions for 
the formation of my own camp at Goruchtesir Ghaut, on the 15th of 
October, instead of at Cawiipore ; and, I trust, T shall lie able to join 
the army of reserve, very soon after it is assembled. 

No new ord(*rs will be sent to Major-General Nott. 1 expect that 
the advance of the army from Candahar will facilitate your negotiations 
at Cabool. 

In the event of all your demands being complied with, b}^ the surren- 
der to you, of all the guns, colours, and trophies of war, taken from us, 
and of all the British prisoners within the r(?ach and power of the de 
facto Governinent of Cabool, and of ^mur consenting thereupon, accord- 
ing to the instructions I have sent to you to-day, to desist from militat^ 
operations, it will b(^ iiocessary to make provision with respect to the 
army of Major-General Nott, which may then be in march for Ghuznee 
and Cabool. 

It appears to me to be far better, and more honorable to our arms, 
that that movement should be continued, thad that, even on the actual 
(h'livery of the guns, colours, trophies, and prisoners it should be coun- 
termanded ; but there may be military reason, conneeAed with carriage 
and sujiply, whieb may render it, under sueli circumstances, more con- 
venient, that Major-General Nott should retire by Quetta, rather than 
by the route of Ghuznee and Cabool. 

If this should be your decided opinioji you are at liberty to give 
instructions, accordingly, to.M»iur-Geueral Nott. 

In either case, whether the movement of the army from Candahar shall 
be continued in the direction of Ghuznee aiid Caliool, or countermanded 
upon Quetta, you will provide that two commissioners, one being a 
British otiicer, late a prisoner, and the other an Ad'ghan chief, of rank 
and respectability, shall proccn^d to the camp of Major-General Nott with 
your orders, and that all the resources of the country shall, by the dc facto 
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Government, be pbiced at the Major-GeneraUs disposal, for the use of his. 
army during its march. 

Such march would be conducted as through a friendly country, with 
all tlie precautions of war, not one of which could be safely omitted. 

I entertain great doubts of the recovery of the British prisoners at 
Ghuznee, unless Major-General Nott should advance to that place ; and 
his retirement by Quetta, after his movement u})on Ghuznee and Cabool 
shall have been commenced, would, under any circumstances, be misre- 
presented, to the prejudice of our arms. 

Still ;there may exist reasons, as I have already said, for his retirement 
by Quetta, and you will give directions accoYding to your discretion. 

It will be safer that you should consider any arrangements you may 
negotiate, for the surrender to you, of the guns, and colours, and for the 
exchange of prisoners, and for the cessation of hostilities, and for the 
march of Major-General Nott’s army, as Ibrming parts of a j)urely 
military convention, such as any General, commanding an army in chief, 
must, of necessity, be compet(?nt to make ; leaving it to political autho- 
rities to enter into terms of peace. 

Such terms of peace can only well be settled after further communica- 
tion with the Government of Lahore, by Mr. Clerk, iny Agent for the 
North-Western Frontier. 

You are fully authorized, however, to declare that the British Govern- 
ment neither had, nor has, any desire to dictate to the Afighans the form 
of Government they shall adopt, or to designate the person upon whom 
they shall confer supreme authority. 

We desire only, that the Aiighans shall have a Government capable of 
maintaining, and willing to maintain, the relations of peace and friend- 
ship with its neighbours ; and such a Government, when satisfied that it 
has the character of permanence, we shall be forward to recognize. 

We desire to see, firmly established in Afighanistan, a friendly and 
independent Government. It was because the Government of India 
thought it had reasons to believe that the Government of Cabool was 
farming connections which were inconsistent with its independence, and 
evinced hostility to the British power, that an army was directed to 
march upon the Indus, and a Sovereign, having hereditary claims, and 
supposed to be, not only friendly towards us, but i)opular with his former 
subjects, was supported in his endeavours to repossess the throne. That 
Sovereign is no more. Our engagements, whatevtT they ma}^ have been, 
have died with him, and we are now at liberty to concur in the establish- 
ment of the independence of AflPghaiiistan, under whatever Government, 
or person, the Afighans may prefer. 

I have, &(!., 

Ejllenijorough. 

No. 419. — Major-General Nott to the Governor-General of India 

Candaliar^ July 28, 1842. 

My Lord, — I have been honored with your Lordship’s letter of the 
5tli July, 1842, My*letter of the IGtli instant, will have acquainted your 
Lordship of my having determined on retiring a portion of the army 
under my command, via Cabool and Jellalabad. 
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^ I shall lose no time in intimating my intention to Str George Arthur, 
Governor of Bombay. 

The inclosed memorandum will show your Lordship the intended 
division of the troops. 

There may be some little alteration, when I shall have fairly calculated 
my means of carriage for both divisions. 

I certainly could have wished to have taken Her Majesty^s 41st Regi- 
ment with me, knowing the great consequence of the adventurous march 
before me. But, when I look to Sinde, and to the want of contidence in 
our brave troops, sliown by certain officers, I must give up that wish, 
liowevej desirable, to insure the safety of the division which I am not to 
accompany. 

I can see no difficulty or danger to the division which will retire to 
Sukker ; and their numbers will be augmented at every post on their 
route. What the division, retiring via Ghuznee and Jellalabad, may 
have to encounter, remains to be seen ; but 1 trust our exertions will 
overcome all difficulties, and that your Lordship will not be disappointed. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 

Detail of' Troops about to move under the Command of Major- 

General Nott, 

Two troops of Horse Artillery. 

9-pounder Foot Battery. 

3rd Bombay Cavalry. 

Five Hissalahs, Christie’s Irregular Horse. 

Five ditto, 1st Bengal . ditto. 

Her Majesty’s 4()th Regiment. 

2nd -] 

IGth 

38th V Regiments of Bengal Native Infantry. 

42nd 

43rd J 

3rd or Captain Cragie’s Irregular Bengal Infantry. 

To retire on Sukkur, under Command of Major-General England. 

One troop, Captain Anderson’s Horse Artillery. 

One Foot Battery (six guns) Bullock. 

• Four 18-poun(lers. 

3rd and 4th Companies 2nd Battalion Bengal Foot Artillery. 

A detachment of Poona Horse. 

Two Brigades of Christie’s Horse. 

Her Majesty’s 41st Regiment. 

24th Bombay Native Infantry. 

Seven Com})anies late Bombay Light Infiintry Battalion. 

1st, or Captain Griffiths’ Irregular Infantry. • 

2nd, or Captain Macau’s ditto. 

3rd, or Captain McDonald’s ditto. 
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No. 420. — Major-General Pollock to the Governor- Geneixtl 

of Lidia, 

JelMahad, July 17, 1842. 

My Loud, — I bad the honor to receive your Lordship’s letter dated 
the 4th instant, late yesterday afternoon ; also copy of your dispatch to 
General Nott. I have already written to tlie General, to ascertain what 
his plans will be, after the receipt of your Lordship’s letter, apprizing 
him that, if he returns by Ghuznee and Ca bool, he should give me the 
earliest information of the strength of his force, ill order that I may lay 
ill supidies accordingly. 

When I receive his reply, I shall be able to determine on Iny own 
movements, which, from your Lordship’s e^certions in my behalf, will not, 
I hope, much longer be crippled. I had the honour to forward, three 
days ago, the substance of my rt'ply to the messenger from Cabool. It 
will be quite evident to your Lordsliip that, although the messengCT is 
sent in the name of Fiitteh Jung, the noldes and people of Cabool, the 
prime mover is Mahomed Akbar. 

The King is a mere puppet in his hands, and both are now mueli in 
want of money. I confess 1 do not expect that all the terms will be 
agreed to, in consequence of the introduction of the clause about tJie guns. 
If an objection be started, or, as 1 expect, money be demanded, in either 
case it will enable me to cease negociating ; for I beg, with ‘submission, 
to state that 1 w'ould rather dictate terms at Cabool, or leave lasting 
marks of our reprieved honor there, than encounter the treachery wduch 
other modes of dealing with Afighans must always be open to. It is 
supposed by natives here, tliat the present mission from Cabool as a mere 
ruse to prevent my despoiling the lands, forts, 8cc. of Mahomed Sh.ah, in 
Lughman. lie is our l)itterest enemy now. Ilis possessions arc, how- 
ever, 1 am afraid, secure ; for, on sending to inquire, I find that the 
three rivers to cross arc not fi)rdablo, and that the whole country is under 
water, with rice crops, I have not yet setthal all accounts with the 
HBhinwarrees, who have been, all along, opposed to us. Two or three 
of their Cliiefs arc servants of Mahomed Akbar, and are now at CabooL 

Brigadier Monteath will acccjrdingly destroy their forts, and se(mre a 
further supply of grain and bhoosa to be sent in to me. 

Captain MaegregoFs exertions on tliis occasion liave been unceasing, 
although ocGasioually, as at present, sutl’ering from fever and ague. 

I hope the brigade will hot be detained many days more ; tlu^y have 
effected all I could expec.t. 

Tljje punishment inllieted on delinquents has liad a most salutary effect, 
and not a shot has been fired. The weather, for some days^ has be^jii 
very hot, and we are looking anxiously for rain. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 421. — The Governor- General of India to the Secret Committee, 

Allahabad^ August 17, 1842. 

(Extract.) — Since the dispatch of the last mail, I liave continued to re- 
ceive constant reports furnished by Moonshcc Moliun Lall, of the progress 
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of events ut Cabool, and from tliem your Honorable Committee will learir 
that Mahomed Akbar has succeeded in overcoming the parties of Zeman 
Khan and Khan Shureen, and installing liimself in the office of Vizier to 
Prince Futteh Jung, whom he has formally proclaimed king.. The Prince 
is not, however, allowed to enjoy any power qr authority : he has been 
compelled to surrender to Mahomed Akbar the money and property of the 
late Shah Shooja, which had come into his possession, and he is retained 
in his present situation merely as long as it may suit the convenience of 
Mahomed Akbar that he should hold it. Many of the influential chiefa 
of Cabool and the provinces are believed to be inimical to Mahomed 
Akbar, and a small portion of the country is already said to be in insur- 
rection against the ruling authority. 

2. The British prisoners, who were in the liands of Mahomed Akbar, 
have all been brought to Cabool or its vicinity : this measure having 
been resolved updn to secure them against any sudden eflbrt which 
General Pollock might make for their recovery, and with a view to their 
removal to Toorkistan, if that general advancing on Cabool, Mahomed 
Akbar should find himself compelled to fly in that direction. Measures 
were taken by General Pollock to counteract this design, and he received 
assurances from many of the most powerful chiefs that they would not 
permit it to be carried into execution. MeanAvhile a correspondence has 
been entered into between General Pollock and the Authorities at Cabool, 
which is designed on the General’s part to lead to a negotiation for a 
general exchange of prisoners, and the restoration of the guns and other 
military trophies of the late Cabool force, now in the hands of the 
Aflglians. 

3. My instructions of the 29th ultimo, addressed to the Major-General 
will apprise your (Jomrnittee of my views and intentions as to the tone in 
which such negotiations should carried on. I have therein told the 
Major-General that when every gun, and colour, and military trophy in 
the hands of the Affgharis, and every prispner within the reach and power 
of the de facto Government of Cabool, have been surrendered to him, 
niid not till then, he may give orders suited to a state of returniiig 
peace ; and I have authorised the Major-General to declare that, when 
tliis condition sluill have been fulfilled, I will cause Dost Mahomed Khan, 
and all the prisoners in our hands, to be honorably conveyed to the 
fjontier, and delivered over without condition. I have strongly objected* 
to any payment being made on account of the maintenance of the British 
prisoners in Aftghanistan, though that course has been advocated by some 
of the British officers now in confinement at Cabool ; for I apprehend 
that any such concession would lead to a belief that while ransoming our 
own prisolfers, we were compelled to give theirs without ransom. 

4. I have no reason to believe that these negotiations are now assum- 
ing a form which promises to lead to any satisfactory result, but, as 
abundant Hipplies of carriage cattle are on their way to Jellalabad, from 
Ilindoostan, Major-General Pollock will, in the course of next month, be 
enabled to give such weight to the demands which he is directed to make, 
as will result from the perfect efficiency of his force, for any operation 
which it may then be desirable to undertake. Soiqe obstacles may be 
found to exist to the entire restoration of all our prisoners, in the circum- 
stance of a portion of them beiug in the power of Shumsoodeeu Khan, 
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the Governor of Gliiiznee, who has not yet apparently yielded allegiance 
to the existing Government of Cabool. 

5. Your Honorable Committee will observe that the operations con- 
ducted by tlie iR)rce under the command of Brigadier Monteath have been 
perfectly successful. I have the honor to inclose a copy of the order 
with which I published the Brigadier’s report of proceedings in the 
Shiuwarree Valley. 

6. Your Honorable Committee will find amongst the inclosures No. 
24, an interesting paper, by Moonshee Moliun Lall, on the causes of the 
Affghan insurrection, and on the events wliich succeeded the outbreak at 
Cabool in November last, I would also draw your attention to the copy 
of an unfinished letter from the late Sir William Macnaghten, to the 
address of the Secretary of the Government of India, in the Secret and 
Political Department, wliich is the only document that has reached the 
Government of India from the late Envoy since the first breaking out of 
the insurrection. Some additional information is now constantly reach- 
ing me of the circumstances which preceded and attended the destruction 
of the Cabool force, and these are regularly transmitted to Mr. Cameron, 
the officer who has been selected to examine and report upon all such 
documents, with a view to ascertain to what causes that event, and the 
subsequent loss of Ghuznee, are attributable. 

16. From the correspondence your Honorable Committee will learn 
the arrangements that have been in progress, under my orders, for sup- 
plying carriage to the forces under the command of Generals Nott and 
Pollock, and for providing what may be required for the use of the army 
of reserve that is to be assembled at Ferozepore in the month of 
November. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenborougii. 


No. 422. — The Governor-General of India to the Secret Committee, 

Allahahady August 17, No. 35, 1842. 

(Extract.) — During the five weeks which have elapsed since I last 
had the honor of addressing you, I have taken every possible measure for 
the furnishing of Major-General Pollock’s army with carriage ; and 1 
have every reason to expect that, by the 21st of September, or, at the 
latest, by the 1st of October, that army will be enabled to move in any 
direction. 

2. Major-General Nott’s army will certainly, by the same period, be 
amply provided with the means of movement. 

3. You will observe that overtures of negotiation, for an exchange of 
prisoners, have been made by the de facto authorities at Cabool. Those 
overtures, if serious, must have been based upon a very false #iew of the 
present disposition of the British Government, and of the force of the 
army. 

4. The replies of Major-General Pollock have been in perfect accor- 
dance with my instructions, founded, I hope, upon true principles of 
policy, and upon just views of national dignity and honor. 

5. I do not expect that these negotiations will have any result ; but 
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I do expect that the trophies of war which fell into the hands of the 
Affghans, in January last, and most of the prisoners then taken from us, 
will be ultimately restored upon honorable conditions. 

6. You will perceive that I have instructed Major-%eniferal Pollock to 
place Mahomed Akbar Khan upon his trial ; and, if he should be con- 
victed, to deal witli iiim as he would with any person who might be 
convicted, under similar circumstances, of the crime of murder, of which 
that chief is accused. 

7. I have adopted this step, upon full consideration, and with a 
thorough conviction of its expediency. 

8. You wiJl be gratified to learn, that every espectation exists that 
the neighbourhocxl of Jellalabad will afibrd ample supplies of provision 
to tlie army, without drawing upon Peshawur, which is itscb* fully sup- 
plied. 

9. Tlie array has at present three months’ supply of attah and wheat. 

13. I have informed Mr. Clerk, that I have no desire that the occu- 
pation of Jellalabad, upon the retirement of the British army, should be 
at all pressed u})on the Maharajah. The delivery of that place to the 
Sikhs, would be a measure of unmitigated hostility to the Aft'ghan nation, 
precluding all hope of any pacific arrangement upon any point. 

14. Tlie circumstances which existed when I consented to deliver 
Jellalabad to the Sikhs, may have justified the measure ; but, if there 
should arise the chance of the establishment of any permanent Govern- 
ment at Cabool, capable of maintaining, and willing to maintain, relations 
of amity with neighbouring States, it would be desirable tliat we should 
retain the means of forming such amicable relations, and of eflecting a 
settlement which might produce trampiillity on both banks of the Indus. 


No. 423. — Major-Gmeral Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Jellalabad^ June 23, 184*2. 

Sir, — I have the honor to transmit herewith cojiy of a report from 
Brigadier Mon teat h. The lesson taught to the people in the direction of 
Pesli Bolak, will jirove very beneficial, and tend to secure our communi- 
cation with the rear. ^There are large quantities of bhoosa, which will 
be collected, and sent for the use of the force. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 424 . — Brigadier Moiiteaih to Captain Ponsonhy. . 

Camp^ Goolai Forts^ June 22, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor of reporting for the information of Major- 
(leneral Pollock, C.B., that I yesterday obtained possession of the gun 
which was taken when Captain Ferris retired from his position at Pesh 
Bolak ; the chief in whose fort it was deposited, distant about three 
miles from hence, having surrendered it. 
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As tlie peoplfe of the five-and-twenty Golai forts taken hy this force, 
made no attempt to enter into any arrangements as to restitution or 
^compensation for the British property plundered and destroyed by them, 
I have comraelice#upoii the removal of the grain and wood into the 
camp, and have sent working parties to cut down all the trees, mulberry 
and willow, about the forts, amounting, I should think, to about eight or 
nine hundred, which might, if cut up, be of great service as fuel for tlie 
army ; but independent of this supply, the engineer officer informs me, 
that the rafters lying in piles and in the roofs of the houses, would alone 
be equal to the consumption of two months for the army, therefore, it 
might be worth General Pollock’s consideration, whether or not it be in 
his power to remove it from Barruk-ab (distant twenty*miles from Jella- 
labad) where a dep6t might be formed, in the first instance, by the wood 
being sent from hence to that place : the village belongs to Kalat Khan, 
and is looked upon as safe. 

Captain Maegregor having procured eight hundred bullocks from the 
•country, I have directed Lieutenant Becher to select 4,000 of the lK*st 
rafters for building purposes, which shall be dispatched to-day, if pos- 
sible, to Baruk-ab, from whence they must be taken up by cattle from 
Jellalabad. 

The country here I consider as very favorable for troops,* as it is very 
open and higli, abundance of the best water, and plenty of good grass and 
forage for horses and camels, and as all at present seen pleased with tlie 
change from Jellalabad, the force might conveniently remain here 
until everything useful was reuioved. Of bhoosa tliere seems to be a 
great quantity, and as iliere are ten or twelve mills available for our use 
I understand, should our remaining here for a time be thought advisable, 
the wheat, if I can find the means of winnow ing it, sliall be ground into 
flour for our own uses. 

Captain Lloyd has tliis morning reported to me, that lie yesterday 
procured atta to*an extent beyond the consumption of a day. If eciually 
successful for the future, it will give us leisure to convert our own wheat 
into flour. Therefore if it, bhoosa and wood, can be brought to account, 
the saving to Government will be very considerable. 

When the w hole of the wlieat and blioosa has been brought from the 
forts into camp, which I hope will be the casein a couple of days from 
hence, I will theu«aake ray report on the subject. 

The Chiefs on the opposite side of the valley were yesterday in con- 
sultation as to the sums to be paid by them in the way of recompense to 
•US for our losses, but 1 have not yet learnt their determination. Unless, 
however, tlicy are of a satisfactory nature, I sliall move down upon them 
as soon as I am a little at leisure. 

Barley for the horses seems to be our chief difficulty, and should w e 
not succeed in our endeavours to obtain it in sufficient qtiantities, it must 
be sent from Jellalabad or Dakka. Ghee and dhal will also be required 
for the natives ; and tea and other necessaries, which Cajitain Lloyd will 
apprize Major Thompson of, for the Euroiieans. 

1 have detached one hundred men under a European officer to Pesli 
Bolak, distant about one mile and a half, to protect it, as from thence 
•our supplies are drawn. 
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I have to acknowledge the receipt of the of the opinion of 

Governntjent as to the legality of corporal punishment being inflicted on 
Native soldiers by the Provost Marslial when found marauding. 

I have, &c., 

J. Monteatk. 


No. 425. — Major-General Itlott to Mr. Maddoch 

Head- Quarters^ Candahar^ July 4, 1842. 

Sin, — T liave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 6tli ultimo, r(‘liitive to the formation of an army of reserve in Sirhind 
after the rains. 

I have nothing new to communicate : all has been tranquillized in the 
vicinity of Candahar ; the people have returned to the cultivation of 
their lauds, but the several chiefs talk of assembling forces from the 
])roviii(*e of Zumindawur and other districts. I do not think they will 
succeed, and if tluy do, they will not be able to face the force under my 
command. 

I have the honor of inclosing the translation of an intercepted letted 
from Prince Futteh Jung to his brother Sufter Jung ; the latter is now 
living in the city of Candahar. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 426. — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Jellalahad^ July 2, 1842. 

Sir, — With reference to the concluding paragraph of my letter to your 
address, of date the 27th ultimo, I have now the honor to forward a 
statement showing the quantity of carriage cattle required for each 
regiment and detachment of this force, and also the total number required 
f )r the whole force, together with the number now in our possession, I 
beg to draw attention to the N.B. at the bottom of this document, in 
which the causes of the increase in the number of camels required are 
exjilaiiK'd. 

I have, See., 

Gkorge Pollock. 


K 3 
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Detail of Cattle required for the Force wider Command of Major- Genl. Pollocks 


Camp^ Jellulahad^ June. ^27^ 1R42. 
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N.T3. — The increase upon the last return is caTfsed by the troops 
detached being now included, which they were not ])efore, and the calcu- 
lation for the carriage of supplies being now made for fourteen days, 
instead of for seven, as formerly, and seven for victualling stores for 
Europeans, instead of for three days ; also three days’ grain for cavalry 
and artillery horses. 

W. J. Thompson, 
Assistant Commissary^ General. 

Statement showmg the quantity of Carriage requiref yresetit^ and 
wanting to complete, for the Force under Major ‘•General ]*ollock. 


Camp, Jellalabad, June 27, 1842. 



W. ,1. Thompson, 
Assistant Commissary General. 


No. 427. — Mr. Maddorh to ] Jentenaift Brown, ^issistant to the 
PoUtival Agent in iSinde. 

Allahabad, July 17, 1842. 

Sir, — With reference to Major Outram’s letter to you dated the 27th 
ultimo, respecting the sending of all the available camels at Sukkur to 
I'erozepore, “ provided Lieutc'iiant-Coloncl Parsons considered it advisa- 
ble, and you found that the animals could travel that road at this season,” 
1 am direct(‘d by the Governor-General to instruct you to despatch all 
such available camels to Ferozi^poro, if the march should be now practi- 
cable, whatc'ver may have been the reply giver\^ to your reference by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Parsoms, unless you should have received orders to 
the contrary from Major Oiitram before the rccc’ipt of this letter, 

E 3 2 
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2. I have a(Jdr|?S 3 ed a letter this day to Mr, Clerk, iiiformiug him of 
the probable march of these camels, in number, as it is understood, about 
1,300, and have transmitted to him th^ instruction of the Governor- 
General to communicate with the Lahore Government upon the subject, 
and to obtain their consent to the passage of the camels by Mooltan, or 
any other route which may be shorter than that to Peshawur by Feroze- 
pore, and equally practicable. A copy of this letter is sent to 
J^ieuteiiant-Colonel Parsons, who will communicate with Mr. Clerk, and 
if an ample supply of camels and other animals shall have been already 
sent to Major-General Pollock, the camels from Sukkur will march to 
Ferozepore for the use of the army of reserve. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Maddock. 


No. 428. — Major-General Pollock to Lieutenant Conolly^ a prisouer 

at Cabool, 


Jellalahad^ Jtdy 4, 1842. 

Sir, — With reference to your letter to Sir R. Shakespear, of date 2ftth 
ultimo, if you think your coming here can in any way facilitate the release 
of the prisoners, I shall be happy to see you ; but 1 think that some 
person on the part of the Chiefs you mention, viz., Mccr Hajee, Mahom- 
ed Zeinan, and Khan Shureen, Khans, should be deputed to accompany 
you, with some powers to treat about a general release of all prisoners 
in Hindoostan, and all in AfFghanistan, without reserve. Tlie above 
Chiefs are mentioned, because they are all respectable, and they have 
shown kindness to the prisoners they have had charge, of ; and it would 
not, perhaps, be a difficult matter for them (respected as they are) to 
possess themselves of all the prisoners, including those at Ghuznec?, and 
then determine on any final arrangement for the exchange. Tliey would 
not doubt our sincerity. With regard to the passing of a bill for 
107,852 rupees, I will refer your letter to the Governor-General, hut I 
can liardly expect a favorable result to such a demand, without an account 
of any kind. If sums are charged, which are not expended lor tJie 
expenses of the prisoners, and they are paid, it is an inducement to retain 
the prisoners. How many yirisoners are there ? and how can such a sum 
have been expended since early in January ? I am very glad to find a 
disposition on the part of Mecr Hajee, Zeman Khan, and Khan Shureen, 
to treat for the liberation of the prisoners, and hope soon to hear again 
that measures are being taken by them, and others, for so desirable 
an end. 

A very large force of about 25,000 men is ordered to assemble fit 
Ferozepore under the Coinmander-in-Chief. 

Tlicre are about 20,000 men here, and there are about 15,000 with * 
Nott. 

10,000 men are also on their way from FiUgland, and will make an 
overwhelming army ; and it will be a fearful day for Afghanistan, if such 
an army advance. The release of the prisoners, and delivery of our guns, 
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no doubt, will go far to appease the British Governmenti but any further 
treachery will doubtless be visited by some signal blow. 

I have, &c., 

G. PoUiOCK. 

P.S. — I have, in reply to a letter from him, written to Mahomed Shah 
Ghilzye, mentioning that no difficulty would be made my me regarding 
an exchange of prisoners. 

No. 429. — Major-General Pollock to Mr,^ Maddock, 

JcUalahad^ July lO, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to forward a copy of a letter from Moonshee 
Mohun Lall, of date the 4th instant, in which it will be observed, that 
Aga Huinza is willing to raise 5,000 men to prevent Mahomed Ak])ar 
from carrying off the prisoners ; for this service, it is suggested tJiat 
10,000 rupees would be reipiired. I am doubtful if such a sum would 
he sanctioned by the Govern or- General, though it does not appear to me 
to be objectionable, as it is money paid for service done, and not as a 
ransom. I should, of course, agree to [)ay only on reaping the advan- 
tage ; but, with my present instructions, I should hardly consider myself 
justified in authorizing tlie payment of any money for the prisoners, unless 
for their support. I urn afraid it will be difficult, if not impracticable, to 
obtain a general release. The prisoners are retained by different parties, 
each being desirous of making his own terms. I did hope that my letter 
to Mahomed Shah would have produced a favorable reply, but none has 
been received. There is scarcely time for a reply from Lieutenant 
Conolly, but, even if all the prisoners now at Cabool could be placed 
under one chief, it is doubtful if Shumsoodeen at Ghuznee would give up 
his. Malioined Akbar is evidently in difficulty about money ; and, not- 
withstanding his having raised himself as he has, he appears to have made 
no friends, «and if he fails in raising money, he will not long have power ; 
he is a sad stumbling-block in the way of jill negotiations, 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 430. — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Jellalahad^ July 12, 1842. 

Sill, — I have the honor to forward copies of letters which I received 
yesterday from Moonshee Mohun Lall, of date the 6th, 8th, and Otii, 
instant. It will be seen by these letters, and by the copies of Captain* 
Conolly’s letters, yesterday forwarded, that there is a party at Cabool 
Juixious to assist in preventing the removal of our jirisoners. I cannot 
hut think that the liberation of the prisoners is an object wliich it is ray 
duty to effect, by every means in my power, consistent with the orders 
which I have received. 

2. In the 11th paragraph of your letter, of date 1st ultimo, I am 
told that J have properly no political duties, but am to be governed by mili- 
tary considerations alone. I trust that I am not in wrong thinking that 



430 


the above instruftions do not preclude negotiations regarding the prison- 
ers. It will be observed, by the letters now forwarded, that, with the excep- 
tion of those at Ghuznee, all the British prisoners are now assembled in 
the Bala Hissar, at Cabool, and it is possible that Mahomed Akbar may 
liave been induced to thus collect them, by my letter to Mahomed Sliali 
Khan Ghilzye, a copy of which I forwarded to you, with my letter, No. 
126, of 1842; but it is of course desirable to avoid, if possible, any 
negotiation with Mahomed Akbar, and also to put it out of his power to 
remove the prisoners. 

3. There are conflicting interests at Cabool which are not easily 
reconciled, and leave me very doubtful of success, and make me hesitriti* 
to commence any negotiation ; but 1 trust tliat tlie Right Honorable llie 
Governor-General will not disapprove of iny having written the inelosc'd 
letters to Meer Hajee and Ameenoollah, with a view to interesting them 
in preventing the removal of our jirisoners. I have also the honor to 
inclose '‘copy of Sir R. Shakspears reply to Moorishee Mohuu Lull's 
letters. 

I have, Sic.j 

G. Pollock. 

No. 431. — J/r. Maddock to Major-General Polloch. 

Allahabad^ July 27, 1842. 

Sin, — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. loO, and I am directed by the Govern or- General to inform you that 
the opinion you therein express, “ that it does not ai>pear to you to la; 
objectionable to pay 10,000 rupees, for the purpose of. raising men to 
prevent Mahomed Akbar from carrying off the prisoners,” is ])crfeclly 
correct, and for the reason given by you, namely, that that “ would he 
money paid for service dom;, and not as a ransom.” 

2, The Governor-General would readily saiuition any exj)cnditiire v»)n 
may deem necessary for tin* purpose of raising a corps in the rear ol' 
Mahomed Akbar, on the road to Bameean, with the vh'w of intercepting 
the prisoners, should he attempt to send them ofl' in that direction. 

1 have, 8cc., 

T. II. Maddock. 


No. 4 .j2. — M((jor- General Pollock to Mr, MackloeU, 

Jellalabad^ July 13, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the Jionor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
dated 2oth June, 1842, relating to tlic loss of camels near the Attock, 
and am very glad that the system of hiring will hereafter be discoii' 
tinned. 

With regard to the Sikhs here, they have conducted themselves gener- 
ally very well, since their arrival ; they have been much delayed in 
crossing the river, in consequence of tlie rapidity of the stream, and 
having only one boat ; but nearly the whole are across ; and Captain 
Lawrence, who has lately come from Peshawur, states that the con- 
duct of the Sikh soldiery at that place has of late much improved ; they 
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}ijive also been dili§ent in the duties required of them i> the pass, whiiSi 
they still hold up to Ali Musjid* 

The live companies and three guns in Ali Musjid make that place 
(jiiite secure. Captain Thomas, with a part of his corps, was ordered to 
l.undi Khana some days ago. A regiment and a wing of Native infantry, 
Avith five guns, and 200 irregular horse, are at Dhaka and I have 
ordered the Jezailchees to proceed thither, whenever their services can 
be dispensed with by llrigadiijr Monteath. Whenever I return, I must 
send a brigade to octmpy the pass near Lundi liiiana ; the object would 
})e concealed, in the same way that I have hitherto done, by putting in 
orders, that the party is for the relief of tb|B troops at Dhaka ; but, in 
all such cases, the oliicers (there are only a few I hope) do the mischief: 
if there is any suspicion, they do not hesitate^to talk of it, and some, I 
inn sorry to say, are supposed to be paid for making communications to 
liie papers, which would not, generally speaking, be of much importance, 
if they were always founded on truth. 

The death of Rai'e Clmnd Koonwur, does not ajipear to have created 
the slightest sensation among the Sikh troops here, or at Peshawar. 

At this season, I do not thir»k I could, with reference to the health of 
th(? troojis, oc(uij)y the ]iass at any point except Lundi Khana. From 
Dhaka, tlie trinqis could move to Lundi Khana in a few hours ; the latter 
place is now 1 tliiuk, secure ; and the troops, as long as circumstances 
Avill admit, are bv^tter at Dliaka than in the pass, as there is a difficulty 
ai)C)ut water, and little space on which to encamp with safety. 

Whenever 1 return, I must expect some opposition ; but as I have 
made my way through once, I hope I shall be equally fortunate in a 
second attempt, l)y making proper arrangements. 

1 have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 433. — Major ’■Geiwral Follock to Mr, Maddock, 

Jcllalahad^ July 14, 1842. 

Sin, — I have the honor to report, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General, that Captain Trouj), of the 48th Regi- 
intuit Native Infantry, arrived in this camp late yesterday afternoon, 
liuving left Cabool on the 11th instant. A ilarukzye chief accompanies 
him on the part of Futteh Jung and (as reported to me by Captain 
Troup) the whole of the chiefs and people of Cabool, bis name is llajee 
Luktiwar Khan ; he is a native of (Jandabar, and has been selected for 
tins mission as being a very intelligent man, neutral, and as knowing 
imadi of European character, having been at Bombay and other places 
within our provinces. I had a long conversation with Captain Troup 
early this morning, and at twelve o’clock to-day, he brought llajee 
Buktiwar Khan to me. It appears that the latter has no specific terms 
to offer on the part of the authorities of Cabool, but lie has been sent to 
endeavour to eltect a change of prisoners, and to ask our wishes on the 
subject. 1 have told him that on the release of the whole of our 
prisoners, including those at Ghuznee, the British GokTmnent will release 
those now in Hindoostan, including Dost Mahomed Khan ; and that we 
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slftll expect to hate our guns restored. The term# proposed hy me 
u])peared to be well received but tlie chief; as if iu»t altogether unpre- 
pared for the aimouiicoment of the release of Dost Mahomed, expressed 
considerable anxiety on the part of his employers, as to tin; terms on 
which the Ameer would be released. On this point I could not, of 
course, give, him any information, but I promised to refer the 
subject to the Governor-General by express. At first the Cliief 
seemed to doubt my being without instructions on such a point, 
having at the same time autliority to intimate tim terms on which 
the Ameer’s release would be granted. The Chief stated that His Ma- 
jesty Futteh Jung, the nobles and people of Cabool, w^ere most anxious 
that some treaty of friendshljp slimdd be entered in<o between the British 
Government and Dost Mahomed, previously to his leaving llindoostan. 
I stated that I would communicate these wishes to the Britisli Govern- 
ment, and expressed a hope, indeed a belief, that whenever tlie release of 
the Ameer might take place, it would proeet'd from a desire to be on 
friendly terms, but that 1 could not say what terms miglit be proposed or 
accepted. I was asked whether it was our intention to interfere in the 
Government of the country : ray .reply was, that from the first w'C never 
intended remaining in the country, and that we should not interfere in 
their choice of a king ; that I understood Futteh Jung had been raised to 
the throne by general consent, and that I looked upon the Chief as a 
messenger from the king, the nobles^ and the people of' Cabool. This 
explanation on my part appeared to be perfectly satisfactory. 

The Chief will write to the Gabool Government to-day, and wdth Caj)- 
tain Troup, proposes remaining here until I can receive a reply to this 
letter, unless recalled by the Cabool authorities. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a letter from Major Pottingor, 
on the subject of this letter. Captain Troup has explained to me that 
the offence taken at my letter arose from tlie circumstance of my having 
been informed that General Elphinstone’s death w^as occasioned by the 
treatment he received. 

With regard to the proposal that Maharajah Shere Sifig should be a 
mediator between the British Government and the Afiglians, as I appre- 
hended that there might be a difficulty, and, moreover, as I saw no good 
reason why such a course should be pursued, I preferred omitting all 
mention of the Sikhs, especially as tlie Barukzye Chief made no mention 
of them ; he adverted to tlie difficulty of settling wJiere and how the 
prisoners on cither side were to be delivered ; to w hich I replied, that 
the preliminaries having been generally agreed to, the subsccpient arraitge- 
ments for carrying them out must be determined hereafter, but that the 
Affghans had already experienced sufficient proof of our integrity not 
to doubt us. As there may be a hesitation on this last question, 1 shall 
be glad to receive any instructions which may be deemed advisable. 

I have not on this occasion replied to Major Pottingcr ; as a prisoner, 
I cannot consider him sl Political Agent ; but I have told Captain Troui> 
that he may write if he pleases, and that when Futteh Jung addresses 
me, I shall not fail to reply. 

I have, fke., 

G. PuLLOCK. 
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No. 434. — Major Potibiyer to Major^Oef^ral Pollock, 

Cahool^ July 10, 1842. 

Sni, — I liavx* the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letler, 
dated lOth May, 1842, and have to inform you that it was regarded as 
most olFensive by Akbar Khan, and as evinping hostility rather than a 
wish to treat. 

It is not iny duty to oornirjent on your letter, and as my opinions are 
laid lajfore you in my letter of the 3rd May, there is no reply required 
1‘ioin me, but to the 10th paragraph, wJiich refers to myself, and the 
j)ostseri|)t regarding Gcaieral Klpliiiistone’s death. 

Firstly. — liegarding the 10th paragraph ; the position of affairs at this 
place Avill, I trust, ore thi? have jiroved to you that the information I had 
tiu? honor of submitting in my letter of the 3rd May was correct. 

Secondly. — In attributing Major-General Elphinstone’s death to his 
removal from Buddeabad, I believe you have been misinforined, for I have 
h(‘ard Mr. Surgeon Miigrath state before we left the above-named jdace, 
tljnt tli(i Geiua'afs oa^^e was hopeless. Ilis death was probably hastened 
])y the hc‘avy rain (*xperienced on our march from Soorooby to 
4'('(zoeii ; ])revious to that the General told me he felt advantage 
from the cliaiigt' of air. In corroboration of this, I have the honor 
to transmit a i)rivato note on the subject from Dr. Magrath himself. 

1 also foel it but proper to assure you, that in the Aftghan fashion, 
every attention was jiaid which prisoners could expect, and that any inci- 
^ ility we received, was from the inferior agents, against the wish of Maho- 
med Akbar Khan, who, on complaint, gave, redress as far as lay in his 
j)()\vcr. 

Being very anxious to transmit as full an account as possible of the 
(‘vonts ill the beginning of last winter, I have at last succeeded in per- 
suading Mahomed Akbar Khan to. again make an overture. Captain 

Troup, 48tli Bengal Native Infantry, Brigade-Major S.S.F., has there- 
fore been allowed to proct?od, and will deliver this letter, 

1 have sounded Mahomed Akbar, as far as possible, on the subject of 
liis feelings towards us ; they a [ipear hostile, and 1 much doubt if he will 
consent to trc'at on any terms but those of retaining the country. I have 
<old him that in rny owm opinion, such will be inadmissible as a prelimi- 
n.iry, if even at all so ; and that you have demanded the release of the 
jn isuiuTs on eqnitdble terms, as a proof of sincerity, and without which 
you will not treat. He then oHered to exchange the whole of the 
prisoiKU’s for fliose in India. (His offer includes the hostages and 
wounded left in Cabool.) His father having given himself up vohin- 
birily, he argues, we have no right to detain. lie also proposed to make 
lus prisoners over to the Sikhs, if the British do so by tlieirs, and to make 
tiie Maliarajah mediator in the quarrel. I could, of course, hold out no 
lmj)e to him i)f liis fathers release, or the last question, and therefore 
avoided the subject, lest liiiitiug at refusal should militate against sending 
an oMieer to your camp. At present I do not think it would be advisa- 
ble to ransom us for money, as he is in want of that necessary ; and the 
aame and character of the British must suffer in the opinion of onr own 
J^nhjects, and soldiers in India, if we were to pay for the release of a few 
Europeans, while so many hundreds, indeed I may say thousands, of your 
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native soiditn camp followers are reduced to the condition of slavery 
tliroughoivt this country, and many other poor wretches deprived of their 
hands and feet, or otherwise mutilated or diseased, are supporting their 
])recariou8 existence by beggar;jj. If these latter persons be not released, 
many, if not all, must perish in the ensuing winter ; and it appears to 
me that Government will lay itself open to the odium and charge of 
undue partiality if it relea^ as above, by ransom. 

The officers of the 27th Bengal Native Infantry at Gliuznee are said to 
be exposed to great hardships, and it is reported that Colonel Palmer has 
died under torture to exact money. I have heard this from so many 
quarters, and frf)m such respectable persons, that I fear the account is 
blit too true, as it is ^jj|ij||pneonant witli the usages of these tribes. 
Slmmsoodeen Khan has I am told, refused to deliver up those 

officers to Mahomed A](vbja‘ ; but the latter is so determined to hold all 
our prisoners, that I expect soon to liear of his having overcome the 
objections of liis cousin. 

Cabool is now completely in tlic hands of this Chief. Many are iiiiiiii- 
cal,to him, but bis own eniergy and that of his supporters is so much the 
greatest, that no one is likely to oppose him, unless the British troo])s 
advance, and even then, I think, he will always be able to make his 
re, treat good before any one here has courage to move. A })roc]amatiou, 
threatening punishment if the ladies are witlidrawn might do good. 
Letters to the Hazara Chiefs of the family of Yazadaii Buksh, in l^eysiint, 
Meer Mowhill of Yekawbaz, Meer Buz .Ui, and Meer Miilioined Hoozyu, 
and Meer Yakawb of Deh Zingy, and to Zool Fezar Khan, Governor of 
Bameean*, would probably prevent the carrying us off through tliose 
districts, either west or north, Mahomed Shalt Klian is the right liand and 
head of Mahomed Akbar, and I regard it as nearly impossible to detach 
him from tlie party at present, lie has got enemies, and I have, without 
evincing hostility, endeavoured to fonn a party against him ; my hostility 
has, however, been suspected by him ; but I trust that his suspicions of 
me are a little allayed. Any offers you make to him he communicates 
to the Chief, and enhances his own support anijl fidelity by so doing, as 
he has chosen his principal line of action us our open enemy, and only 
enters into negotiations with you for the purpose of gaining insight into 
your plans, keeping up communication with the Affghaiis about you, and 
probably hopes to secure his Lugliman ^)ropcrty, and may ])e, eventually, 
his pardon by such conduct. lie, however, is our bitterest as well as 
ablest enemy, and will be tlie last to submit to our sway. By reducing 
his castles and property in Lugliman, you will cripple his means, and, it 
may be, oblige him to fall on his master for money. This will give 
opportunity for his enemies to undermine him ; and, if not to overthrow 
him, certainly to weaken his influence. Under such circumstances he 
may yield to our offers, though I mucli doubt it. 

Captain Coiiolly, and the other officers and men left here, have been 
delivered up to Mahomed Akbar Khan. Captain Conolly was authorized 
to draw bills on the. Governor-General, to meet the exjienditure of the 
sick and wounded left behind, and of the officers left as hostages. As I 
feared the Affghans might use force, or threaten him, I publicly limited 
him to the sum of 10,000 rupees a month, with the understanding, that 
be should only draw for the sum actually requisite, without reference to 
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the amount of pay due to those left behind. There waji, besides^ a cer- 
tain sum allowed as hire for the fort or castle in which the siqk and 
wouikIcmI were left, and for the support of the guard of Affghans, to se- 
cure tliem from insult. I have not the means of consulting the documents, 
or should send you copies of all connected with the arrangements. Captain 
Couolly informs me you have dishonoured his drafts. I therefore enter 
into this explanation, to account for the drafts. In addition to the men 
left, a number ot fugitives from the retreating force returned to Cabool, 
who it was necessary to take care of, 'and they increased the expenditure 
above that J originally’ contemplated. In consideration of this explana-'^ 
tion, I trust you will accept the bills tendered : in our present stale of 
surveillance it is utterly impossible to render regular accounts ; and to 
attempt it would cause suspicion. ’ Hereafter I suspect the expences of 
the hospital will be defrayed by Mahomed Akbar Khan, and of course 
such bills need not be drawn, and will, if necessary, continue to be drawn 
by Captain Conoll}’, as originally appointed. 

I have, &c., 

Eldrei) Pottinger. 


No. 435. — The Govern or- General of India to Mafyr-General 

Pollock, 

Allahuhady July 29 , 1842 . 

General, — Mr. Maddock, the Secretary to the Government of India, 
has submitted to me your letter of the 14tli iustaut, communicating the 
arrival in your camp of Captain Troup, of the 48th Regiment of Native 
Infantry, (a prisoner to the Affghans,) and Ilajee Biiktiar Khan, a native 
of Candahar, deputed to you, as Captain Troup informed you, by Futtcli 
.lung, and the whole of the chiefs and people of Cabool. 

2. The letter of Major Pottinger, which you inclosed, gives a different 
character to Captain Troup’s mission to your camp, for that officer attri- 
butes it to his lla^ ing persuaded Mohamed AJvbar Khan to make another 
overture, and to send (Siptaiu Troup with his letter, 

.5- You acted properly in not replying to Major Pottinger’s letter on 
this occasion : and you have taken a correct view of tliat officer’s position, 
ill considering that, as a prisoner he cannot be a Political Agent. , 

4. The explanation you gave to Ilajee liuktiar Khan, of the views of 
the Government of India, was in conformity with your instructions ; but 
as you were distinctly autliorized to negotiate with a de facto Govoru- 
ment of Cabool, for a general exchange of prisoners, not excepting Dost 
Mahomed Kfian ; and it has never l>een on any occasion intimated to you, 
when such general exchange of prisoners has been mentioned, that any 
specific terms were to be attached to the delivery of Dost Mahomed 
Khan : 1 regret that you should have imagined tliat any further instruc- 
tions^ could be required upon that head. In a general excliange of pri- 
soners, Dost Mahonjod Khan would be given up unreservedly, and with- 
out any conditions, exactly as any other prisoner. 

5. It appears, that in the name of Futteli Jung, Mahomed Akbar 
Khan is exercising a mose ('xteiisive authority than it has hitherto been 
deemed probable that the divisions amongst the chiefs would permit to 1 m. 
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concentrated in file same hands, and that he has obtained possession of 
the persons of all the prisoners except those at Ghuznee, whom he under- 
stood to have demanded from Shumsoodeen Khan. 

6. These circumstances afford better hopes of the ultimate rcfcovery 
of all the prisoners, than it has yet been allowable to entertain ; but I 
must impress upon you, that no tru^t Whatever is to be placed in any 
Affghan ; and that all military operations must proceed as if no nego- 
ciation was in progress. 

7. Wlien every gun, and colour, and military trophy in the liands of 
the Affghans, and every prisoner within the reach and power of the eJe 
facto Goveniment of Cabool, has been surrendered to you, then, and not 
till then, you may give orders suited to a state of returning peace. 

8. You may inform the Affghan chiefs, that these are your positive 
instructions. But that immediately upon receiving from you the report 
of the surrender to you of the trophies of war, and of tlie prisoners, f 
will direct Dost Mahomed Khan, and all the prisoners in our hands, to 
be honorably conveyed to the frontier of Cabool, and delivered without 
any condition. I 'will likewise then consent Uiere shall be peace l)Ctween 
the British Government and the Affghan peo})le, and I will recognise the 
Government which the Affghans may seem to jirefcr. 

9. It is my wish to carry with me, in all measures relative to Aff- 
ghanistaii, the willing acquiescence of the Maharajah Shere Sing ; but you 
rightly fudged that the intervention of the Sikhs, as mediators, could not 
be allowed, nor indeed could such a projiosal ])c seriously made. I'he 
Maliarajali is at war with the Affghans as we are, and jicace, as well as 
war, will be common to the two Governments. 

I have, 8cc., 

Ellenbouoiigii. 


No. 436. — Mr. Maddock to Mnjor-Otumd Pollock. 

Allahabad^ Jul^ 29, 1842 . 

Sill, — It is to be expected that in the event of any arrangiuneiit being 
made for the general exchange of prisoners, a demand will be brougln 
forward by the Affghans for the payment of money on account of the 
maintenance of the British ju^soners while in their hands. 

2. The Governor-General directs me to remind yoii that the Britisli 
Goverrmient has expended a large sum in the maintenance of Dost Malio- 
med Khan and his family, and of the other Affghan prisoners in our 
hands. 

3. Although this sum must be much larger than any sum ri'ally ex- 
pended by the Affghans in the maintenance of British jirisoiicrs, yet sev- 
ing the improbability of dur coming to any settlement with the Affghans 
whei-eby any balance which might appear to be due to us would be paid, 
the Governor-General is willing to cancel the account on both sides* 

4. The strongest objections exist to our agreeing, in any general ex- 
change of prisoners, to pay any sum on account of maintenance. 

o. It would be represented that the Affghans had compelled the sur- 
render of the prisoners in our hands, and had only given u]) the prisoners 
in their hands for a ransom. 
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G. The Governor-General cannot consent to any jjrrangement which 
can be so represented. 


I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 4.37. — Major-General Pollock to Mr, Maddock. 

Jellalahad^ July 16, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the Jionor to forward, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General of India, copy of a letter from me to 
Major Pottinger, C.B. I have deemed it proper to send this letter, for 
though it is little more than acknowledging the receipt of his communi- 
cation (copy of which was forwarded to you with my letter of 1-1 th July, 
1842,) still it will prevent any misunderstanding as to iny not sending 
liim replies to the proposals he has sent. 

I have, &(*., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 438. — Major-General Pollock to Major PottiiKjer. 

Jellalahad^ July 15, 1842. 

SiK, — I have had the honor to receive your letter, dated the lOtli 
instant, whicli was delivered by Captain Troup, who was accompanied by 
an Agent from Cabool. I have communicated to Captain Troup and the 
Agent all that appears necessary on the subject of an exchange of prison- 
ers. Wliile you continue a prisoner, and consecpiently not a free agent, 
1 s(ie no necessity for your being the channel of communication, 

1 have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 439. — The Governor-General of India to Major-General 

Pollock. ' 

AUahahad^ August 3, 1842. 

Sir, — In the event of Mahomed Akbar Khan’s coming into your 
hands, without any previous conditions for the preservation of his life, I 
request that you will inform him, that he will be tried for the murder of 
Sir William Macnaghten, and confine him accordingly, as you would any 
other person accused of a similar crime, and tfy him as you would any 
other jiCTson, and deal with him, if he shoxdd be convicted, as you would 
any other person found guilty of murder under similar circumstances. 

You will not hurry his trial, so as to commence it with insufficient 
prot)f of is undoubted and admitted guilt. 

The only other circumstance which should induce you to delay his 
trial is, the consideration that British subjpets still remaining, at the 
capture of Mahomed Akbar, in the hands' of the Affghans, might 
possibly be made to suffer in the event of his execution. Upon this point 
you will act according to your discretion. ‘ * 

I have, &c., 

Ellekloko ugh. 
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No. 440. — Major-General Pollock to Mr, Maddoch 

V /w/y 25, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to request that you will bring to the notice of 
the Right Honorable the Governor-General the following circumstances. 

I have found it necessary during my halt here to send escorts with 
every string of camels sent from camp, for the purpose of bringing in 
supplies t)f grain and bhoosa, and notwithstanding every precaution, on 
souie occasions, camels have been carried off by small parties of thieves, 
who conceal themselves in certain strong places near the high road. 
These places are protected by the Affghan rulers when governing tliis 
country, by posting thannas of twenty or thirty men, who hold breast- 
work near them, and protect kahlahs and travellers ; but it would 
obviously be objectionable to employ regular troops in this duty ; and, 
owing to the employment of Captain Ferris’ regiment of Jezailchees, 
with lirigadier Monteath’s force and Captain Thomas’ regiment in the 
Khyber, have not had any Irregular Infantry disposable for this duty 
* except the Sappers and Miners under Captain Broadfoot, and the men of 
this regiment have been constantly employed in building hosi>itals for tlie 
European regiments until within the last two days, when 1 have taken the 
earliest opportunity of detaching 200 of them, and 200 Irregular Horse, 
under the command of Captain Broadfoot, to Killa Mahomed lloosain 
Khan, a fort about fifteen miles from camp. This fort has been cartfully 
examined, and the adjacent country reconnoitred, by the chief engineer 
and the Assistant Quartermaster-General, who repent very favorably 
upon it. I have given directions for the collection in it of a large supply 
of grain and bhoosa, and I would wish much to have a j)ost of Irregular 
Infantry stationed about half way betwe^en it and this camp, but 1 liave 
no Irregulars disposable.^ Again, in another direction, Chipreeal, from 
which a very great porti<m of our supplies are drawn, I have no resource 
but to send strong escorts of regular troops with each string of camels 
sent for grain or bhoosa, and these duties are found to he very harassing 
to both infantry and cavalry. For these reasons I should beg to suggest 
that I be allowed to entertain one or even two liundred of the inhabitants 
of this valley, who could be employed with great advantage if posted in 
small parties along the main roads from the chief villages to camp. The 
expense of a body of 200 of these men would be under 2,000 rupees per 
mensem, and I think it wery probable that many camels might be saved 
by them which would otherwise fall into the hands of the enemy. A 
party of twenty-eight Ghilzyes under a Chief, whose fuhlity hits been 
tested, are now in this camp. Tliey have been^ hitherto emjdoyed under 
Captain Mackesoii at tlie Pcshawur agency, but I have directed them to 
remain with this camp from tlie 1st instant : and should the projiosal 1 
have made meet the sanction of Government, the chief 1 have alluded to 
would have no difficulty in Completing his party in a few days to the 
number of men mentioned. 


I have, i^c., 


Gkoroe Pollock. 
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No. 420. — Major-‘Ge7ieral Pollock to Mr.%Maddock. 

Jdlalabad^ July 27, 1842. 

Sir, — I have th(3 honor to forward the following documents connected 
with a reconnoissance, made on the 24tli instant, from Brigadier Mon- 
teath’s camp, preparatory to the advance of the Brigadier’s force into 
tlie valley of the Sliinwarees ; this advance was fixed for yesterday, the 
2(ith instant, but 1 have not yet received official reports of further ope- 
rations from that quarter. 

Inclosure No. 1. — Copy of a letter from Brigadier Montcath, C.B., 
to Captain Ponsonby, Assistant Adjutant-General, dated Camp,* Muzzee- 
na, 2othJuly, 1842. 

Inclosur# No. 2. — Copy of a letter from Captain Willis, Her Majesty’s 
,31 St Foot, commanding the party, dated Camp, Muzzeena, ' 24th 
July, 1842. 

Inclosure No. <3 — Copy of a letter from Captain Ferris, c^imanding 
the Regiment of Jezailchees, dated Camp, Muzzeena, 24th July, 1842. 

Inclosure No. 4 — Ccjpy of a report on the country reconnoitred by 
Captain Robertson, Fi(4(l Engineer, dated 24th July, 1842. 

Jnclosure No. o. — Return of killed, wounded, and missing. 

Iiiclosure No. 6. — Return of ammunition expended. 

I have, &G., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 442. — Bn(j (idler Monteath to CapUiin Ponsonhj. 

Campy Muzzeenuy July 25, 1842. 

Sm, — I have the honor of addessing you to state,, for the inforniation 
of ;Maj or- General l^dlock, that on account of the confined and extremely 
difficult nature of the country from hence to tha entrance of yie Shiii- 
warree Valley, and which difficulties are to be encountered throughout it, 
I deemed it expedient, before committing the troops under my command 
in an advance, to send out Captain Robertson, of the Engineers, to make 
a reconnoissance of the road and country in our front, giving him an 
escort of 400 regular troops, under Captain Willis, Her Majesty’s 31st 
Regimmit, and the Jezailchees, under Captain Ferris. 

Inclosed I beg to send Captain Robertson^ report, and that of Cap- 
tain Willis, tog(‘tlier with returns of the troops employed, killed, and 
Wounded, and ammunition expended on the occasion, 

1 have, &c., 

T. Monteath. 


No. 443 . — Captain Willis to Captain Lugardy Major of Brhjade, 

Muzzeena y July 25, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to report that this morning, agreeable to 
instructions received last night from Brigadier Monteath, C.B., command- 
ing, 1 proceeded with the following reconnoitring party, towards Muz- 
zeena, — viz. 27 officers, 55 serjeauts, 10 drummers, 724 rank and file, 1 
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jeninclar, and 20 tinops ; after passing a river, about two miles iVem 
oaiii}), w(' ascended a bare hill, and proceeded along iu ridge for about 
two miles farther, when the advance guard, composed of a corps of 
Jezailcliees, under Captain Ferris, was fired on by a party occupying tlu* 
adjoining heights, killing one non-commissioned oliicer, and wounding 
two or three of the men. In my course to the termination of the ridge, 
llie enemy skirmished with the advanced-guard, who drove them before 
it. 1 luilied here a short time, when Captain Robertson, of the Engi- 
neers, reported that he had completed his observations. In obedience to 
my instructions, I prepared to return to camp. By this time tlie sur- 
rounding hills were covered with the enemy, who, by the beat of tom- 
toms, were colleetlng in great force, and advancing towards my position 
on the ridge of the hill. The Jezailchees desccMidod the hill, •and drove? 
the enemy back, when I recalled them,^ covering them as they fell back, 
by tlie grenadier company of Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment. I continued 
my rctiir^ skirmishing for about four miles witli the enemy, who in 
immljer, perhat)s, from 800 to 1,000, hovered round for that distance. I 
am not able to estimate the loss the enemy suffered, but am sorry to 
report that of my own party were three killed and twenty-six wouudtid, 
as the accompanying return will show. 

I also beg to inclose tlie report of Captain Ferris, commanding the 
Jezailchees. 

I have, Ike., 

W. G. Willis. 


No. 444. — C(/j)taui Ferris to Captain fflIJis. 

Camp, Muzzcejia, July 24 , 1842 . 

I have to report for your information, that having been ordered to take 
the wIioIq of iny regiment,* and form the advance guard t>f tlie troops 
employed on the reeomioissance of tli(» Siiiiiwarree X'alky, this morning, 
I detached my native Adjutant, Ali Wurdee Khan, wntli twenty men, to 
skirmish on my part, and cover iny advance along the ridge of the hills 
over which the road runsf After I liad advanced about one mile and a 
half along the ridge, I found myself ojiposed by about 200 Sliiiiwarrecs, 
who "svere speedily dislodged by Ali Wurdee Khan's party wliich on seeing 
tlie enemy, I had reinforced by another coinjiany. After this my 
advanced party was skirmishing with the encany the whole way to 
Sfckunder Khan’s fort, at which I halted my regiiiKint and wait(?d till your 
arrival. I need not detail the operations in whi(;h my rcgiincnt was 
engaged after this, as you yourself witnessed the whole of them. I, how- 
ever, beg leave to bring to your notice the great assistance I roc eived from 
Lieutenant Dowson, my Adjutant, and from Ilydcr Ali Khan and Ali 
Wurdee Khan, my Native Commandant and Adjutant. 

I have, &c., 

J. FEimis. 

Strength ; 1 commandant, 1 adjutant, 1 native commandant, 1 natyre adjutant, 
6 jemadars, C naib jemadars, 3(J havildars, 36 naiks, 300 rank and lilt*. 
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No. 445. — Captain Rohertsoii to Brigadier^ Monteath. 

Camp^ Muzzeena^ July 1842 . 

Report op a Reconisioissanoe op the Yagiif Forts. 

I e'^fainiiied the ground this morning for a distance of about seven 
miles from camp. The route lies at first across the fields, and numerous 
water-courses. At about 1-^ mile from camp a stream is passed, flowing 
from the valley over a wide bed of large pebbles and boulders. The 
water at present does not occupy more than 10 feet in breadth, and is 
shallow ; half a mile further on the ridge, bounding the valley to the east- 
ward, is reached. Up to this i)oint the road has been made practicable 
by Lieutenant Becher dP the Engineers. 

The slope up the side of the ridge is practicable, though steep ; it is 
rocky, and strewed with small stones, which would be a severe trial to 
laden camels. 

Along the ridge wo proceeded for about five miles ; the route is practi- 
cable, but from its stony nature, camels would only proceed slowly, and 
accidents, would be probable. The ridge is crossed by hollows about at 
right angles to its course, forming a series of transverse ridges ; all those 
jiassed are practicable. The slope from this range down to the valley 
yari(*s, but is fiar the most part easy, though not practicable, without 
ditiic.'ulfy, for camels, excejit in one or two places. On the opposite side 
of* the valley the slope from the heights is more abrupt ; in some places 
jirccipitous. The altitude of these bounding heights is about 200 or 250 
feet ill general. , 

The valh'y is between 800 and 900 yards wide from ridge to ridge. 
A rough measurement at the place where our reconnoissance terminated, 
gave 804 yards. ^ 

The valley is at present a swamp, the paddy fields being under water. 
During the skirmishing this morning it was quite clear the fields were 
impassable, the enemy always advancing and retiring on the dividing 
ridges. 

'fhis valley contains several forts ; all seemed to be unoccupied ; and 
the most part much ruined and dilapidated. These forts appear to be of 
the same coustructioii as others on this part of the country. Their are 
of small size ; the largest did not appear to have a side of 100 paces. 
Their shape is quadrangular, with towers at the corners, two tiers of 
looi)-holes in iUa towers ; and the curtains usually contain a few. The 
gates of most of the forts 1 have examined are open to attack, and very 
xlight ; and from the appearance of those viewed from the heights to-day, 
1 do not tliiiik they are strong. The houses in some of the forts abut 
on the w^dls, forming a sort of rampart, the curtain being usually 12 or 
1 5 feet higher than the roof (which is 10 feet from the ground). The 
Walls are about 6 feet thick below, tapering to 6 inches above. This 
dciscription, 1 conceive, will be found generally applicable to the forts 
near this. From the swampy state of the valley the approacli of the gate 
may be difficult. 

The fort (Sekunder Khan’s) to which my attention has been particularly 
called, if Toorabaz Khan’s people correctly pointed it out, is more ruined 
than the generality, and it appears to me most improbable that it is now 
occupied, or that any enemy could dream of defending it. Tlie place is 

G 3 
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situated on the eastern side of the valley, and the hill slopes down to it. 
On this slope, encamping ground may be found, but stony and rocky ; 
forage for horses or cattle 1 doubt the possibility of obtaining. 

A force proceeding up this valley, even on the ridge traversed to-day, 
would always (especially during a retrograde movement), be liable 
to many casualties, particularly when encumbered with a train of bag- 
gage animals ; many of the latter would be sliot, as tlie enemy would be 
incited by a hope of plunder. The exposed nature of the ground would 
render this very probable. 

I have strong doubts whether the fort was correctly pointed out to me. 
Some of the Jezailchees of the escort stated, that the principal fort was 
further up the valley, and from their indications of its position, I con- 
ceive it to be full three miles further than the i)oint at which our progress 
terminated, as it was deemed inadvisable to proceed further from camp. 

I have, &c., 

J. W. Robertson. 


lieturn of Men killed^ wonnded, and missing^ of a reconnoitring Party ^ 
under the command of Captain Willis^ //. M. Regiment, 

Mazeena, July 24, 1842. 


Corps, 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 
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1 

R 

1 
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Grand Total 

3 

26 
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W. G. Willis, Captain. 
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Return shewing the strength of the reconnoitring Party under Captain 
WilliSy JET. 3L 31^^ liegiment, 

Mazzeentty July 24, \Si2. 


Corps. 


Serjeants. 

Drummers. 

Bank and file. 

T otal. 

Remarks. 

tier Majesty’s 31st Rogt. 

5 

8 

3 

133 



.J3rd Regt. Native Inf. . 

3 

6 

1 

106 



j3rd Regt. Native Inf . 

3 

5 

2 

105 



Jezailchees 

16 

36 

4 

380 



Total . . . 

27 

55 

10 

724 

816 



W. G. WiULis, Captain* 


lieturn of Anmmnilion cdcpvnded by a reconnoitring Party, under com-- 
maud of Captain ffUlis, II. 31. 3lst Begiment. 

3Iazzeena, Jviy 24, 1842. 


Regitnents. 

No. of rounds 
expended. 

Remarks* 

Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment , . 

1403 


33rd Regiment Native Infantry . 

4357 


53rd Regiraeut Native Infantry . 

906 


Total . . . • 

6666 



W. G. Willis, Captain. 


No. 446 . — Notification by the GovernoV'-General of India. 

• Allahabad, August ll, 1842. 

Tlie Right IIoiiora1)le the Governor-General is pleased to direct the 
publication of tlie following letter from Mjyor-General Pollock, and of 
tlie Report from Brigadier Mon tenth, of the successful operations of the 
force under his command in the Shinwaree valley. 

By order of the Right Honorable Governor- General, 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 447. — 3Iajor- General Pollock to 3Ir. 3Iaddock. 

Jellalahad, July 29, 1842. 

SiK, — I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of my letter to the 
Adjutant-General of the Army, of this date, forwarding copies of letters 
aiui otlier documents from Brigadier Monteath, reporting the result of an 
attack on the enemy in the Shinwaree valley. 
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The loss sustaii^ed by the enemy must have been considerable, for in 
a letter which one of the Chiefs addressed to Captain Macgregor on the 
2§th instant, he states, that they were still buryii:g their dead. The 
effect in the whole valley by such a complete defeat of the Shinwarrees, 
and the destruction of so many of their forts, will be productive of the 
most beneficial effects. 

I have, &c., 

G. POLLOCI^ 

No. 448 — Major-General Pollock to Major-General Lumley. 

Camp^ Jellalahad^ July 29, 1842. 

Sir, — I have. the honor to forward, for the information of his Excel- 
lency the Cominander-in-Chief, copy of a letter, dated Camp Mazzecna, 
27th instant, from Brigadier Monteath, C. B., commanding the troops in 
the Sliiuwarree Valley, together with copies of the documents to whicli it 
refers. Although the loss of the enemy on this occasion has not been 
stated by Brigadier Monteath, I have every reason to believe, from 
authentic sources, it has been considerable. One of the chiefs, Sliadoo, 
had a nephew and a first cousin killed in the action, and another chief, 
Hoosain, also lost a son. 

The enemy were busily employed during the afternoon of tlic 26th in 
burying their dead, and on the day subsequent to the engagement, tlic 
Shinwarree chiefs sent into camp to express their willingness to pay tlie 
revenue. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 449 . — Brigadier Monteath to Captain Ponsonlj^ 

Campi Mazzeena^ July 1842. 

Sir, — I have tlie honor of addressing you, to state, for the information 
of Major-General Pollock, C. B,, that, in accordance with the intention 
expressed by me in my letter of the 24th instant, I marched out .yester- 
day morning at day-light, to attack the enemy with the following troops 
and guns : — five nine-pounders, one twenty-four pounder howitzer, fifty 
sappers and miners, one squadron 1st Light Cavalry, seven cojnpaiiies 
Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment, seven ditto 33rd Native Infantry, seven 
ditto 53rd Native Infantry Ferris’ corps of Jezailchecs. 

As the road into the enemy’s country was nearly impracticable for 
loaded animals, and we must have lost a great many camels had I 
attempted to move With our baggage, I resolved on returning to my pre- 
sent |)osition after the operations I had in view had been concluded ; 
therefore, having compressed the camp as much as possible by striking a 
portion of it, and colhjcting tlie tents and baggage on one spot, I left it 
in charge of Major Hewitt, 33rd Regiment, with the following troops : — 
two companies Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment, ditto 33rd Native Infantry, 
ditto 53rd Native Infantry, two sejuadrons 1st Light Cavalry, fifty Jezail- 
chees, and one hundred of Toorabaz Khan’s men. 

On the trcKjps gaining the left ridge of the Shinwarree valley, whicdi 
was the most practicable, the enemy retired out of their forts, and I 
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detached Lieutenant Becher, of the corps of engineers, iiirith the sappers 
and miners, to set fire to them, which he did in succession up to the fort 
of Seconder Khan, at the head of the valley, the force moving parallel 
along the ridge for the protection of the party.. Thus at one time the 
interiors of five-and-thirty forts were in a blaze along the valley, the 
ei^my contemplating the scene from the heights in the vicinity of Se- 
conder Khan’s fort, where they had taken up positions, and from whence 
they were driven in gallant style by the advance, consisting of the light 
and two battalion companies Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment, the light 
companies 33rd and 53rd Regiments, and. the Jezailchees, under Major 
Skinner, H.M. 31st Regiment. 

At this moment the guns, having been brought into position by Cap- 
tain Abbott, opened a fire of Shrapnell shells upon them, which did 
considerable execution, and so disconcerted them, that parties left the 
field altogether and never returned. 

Having effected everything in the way of destruction, I caused two 
companies of the 53rd Regiment to be extended along a ridge below that 
from whence tlie advance had driven the enemy, and of which it remained 
in possession. In the rear of the companies of the 53rd, a company of 
the 33rd was extended along the top of another ridge, and in rear ‘of 
that company, on a higher ridge, two guns were placed in position to aid 
in covering the retirement of the advance from the enemy, who were all 
ready to attack them as soon as they should commence their descent 
from the heights. On these arrangements being completed, the recall 
was sounded to the advance, and I am happy to say, the whole joined the 
main body without a single casualty occurring. 

Major Skinner’s party being exceedingly fatigued, for the heat had 
been excessive, and the labour great, I directed them to fall in with the 
main column, and ordered out two companies from each of the three 
regiments, to cover our retrogression homewards. These were formed 
into two parties, and extended across the ridge in two lines of skirmish- 
ers. In the rear of the second line I placed two guns, with a company 
of Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment Hanking each of them, also a party of 
forty cavalry ; and a line of Skirmishers was thrown out along the whole 
right flank of the column to the edge of the ridge (where the ground 
from its broken character was most favourable for the enemy,) and which 
communicated with the rear line of the covering force placed under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Bolton, Her ]!ij[ajesty’s 31st Regiment, at 
his own solicitation. 

In this order we retired seven miles and a half over as bad a road as 
can well be supposed, and although I had anticipated loss and great 
annoyance from the enemy throughout the march, yet it seemed as if they 
had had enough, as their attacks were languid and remarkably cautious 
throughout, and I am rejoiced to say that at half-past 3 p. m., we arrived 
in camp without loss or injury of any kind. 

It gives me great pleasure to record the zealous conduct of the troops 
generally, and the cheerful and praiseworthy manner in which the soldiers 
of Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment laboured to drag the guns up such places 
as the horses, notwithstanding their unequalled qualities, were incapable 
of doin<?. 
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Herewith I bcgfto inclose Major Skinner^s Report, and I can myself 
bear ample testimony to the gallant conduct of himself, and those under 
his command ; and I should be unjust were I not to say that the conduct 
of Captain Ferris, his Native Cammandant, Hyder Ali, and the whole 
corps of Jezailchees, was highly distinguished. 

My thanks are very justly due to Lieutenant-Colonel Bolton, Her 
jesty’s 3 1 St Regiment, for the able manner in which he conducted the 
duties of covering the retirement of the force, and particularly so to 
Major Skinner, for the zealous and gallant manner in which he led the 
advance against the enemy ; to Captain Ferris, for the gallant manner in 
which, with his corps of Jezailchees, he drove the enemy from their posi- 
tion on the heights ; to Captain Abbott and Lieutenant Dawes, for the 
very successful practice of the guns ; to Lieutenant Bechcr, for the 
zealous and satisfactory manner in which he, witli the detachment of 
sappers and miners, constnuited a road for the guns, and fired the enemy’s 
forts in the valley ; and to Lieutenant Lugard, Her Majesty’s 31st regi- 
ment, Major of Brigade ; Lieutenant Mayne, Assistant-Quarter-Master- 
General ; Captain Lloyd, Sub-Assistant-Cominissary-General, and Cap- 
tain Robertson, Field Engineer, for the assistance afforded me by them in 
the field. 

I have also to express my thanks to Captain Maegregor, Political 
Agent, who, when the opportunity offered itself, served the guns. 

Inclosed is a return of killed and wounded of the force employed, and 
one of ammunition expended. 

I have, &c., 

T. Monteatii. 


No. 450, — 3Iajor Skinner to Brigadier Monteath, 

Camp, Mazeena, July 27, 1842. 

Sib, — I have the honor to report to you, that when the advanced 
guard, composed of the following details, viz. — the tliree light companies 
of the brigade; with two battalion companicvS of Her Majesty’s 31st Re- 
giment, and the corps of Jezailchees, reached the crest of the ridge over 
which the main column was moving, about eight o’clock, a. m., I observed 
the enemy posted in small bodies upon the different heights and ridges in 
my front, while several patties occupied gardens and broken walls at the 
foot of the line of hills I was upon, above the valley on the right hand. 

A sharp fire was opened upon the line of skirmishers, who quickly 
advanced and drove the enemy off'. The corps of Jezailchees swept the 
front, the left hills were cleared by the light company of the 31st Foot ; 
and the light company of the 33rd Native Infiintry on the right skir- 
mished throughout that part of the valley nearest the ridge ; the remain- 
ing companies were in support. We advanced to Secunder Khan’s fort 
of Muriaz, over very broken and difficult country with frequent descents 
and ascents, the enemy sometimes keeping up a good fire, but always 
abandoning the line of heights as we ascended, and falling back to others. 
I halted at Secunder Klian’s fort, from which a few shots were fired as ,we 
advanced, when it was evacuated. 
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Tills fort hangs over a narrow valley on the right harjd, fields of rice in 
many parts of it now under water. A narrow stony ridge in the midst 
of this valley was occupied by the enemy, and commanded the post 
among trees at the foot of the fort, which 1 wished to hold ; the enemy 
was soon driven ofi' the first part of the ridge, and fell back to a higher 
peak, from which it became also necessary to drive 4hem ; this was done 
by the Jezailchees under Cajitain Ferris, in very good style, who held it 
till withdrawn. At the head of the valley in which we now were, there 
stands a high hill with a fort upon its summit, a considerable distance off. 
All the ridges from which the enemy had been driven, appear to draw to 
a point at this fort, and their retreat was always towards it. 

Many men were collected there, and large parties were sent out to my 
right; this induced me to draw the companies of the 31st Foot on the 
left nearer to me. The enemy soon appearing on the summit of a hill 
above ipy left, however, 1 sent one company of the 31st Regiment to 
drive him away and occui>y the bill. This duty was remarkably well 
performed by Captain Marshall, of Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment, whose 
company was employed upon it. The enemy retreated with some loss, 
and took up another position under cover of a sungah, or breastwork of 
stone, within shot. He was driven froin it with great gallantry by 
Lieutenant M‘Ilveen, of the 31st Regiment, and a party of No. 7 com- 
pany of that corps. Lieutenant MTlveen (a very promising young 
officer indeed) was, I regret to say, killed in this assault upon the 
sungah. 

A narrow valley of rice fields, completely swamped, separated, the 
ridge, on which my right M^as, from two small forts ; a garden at one end 
of the rice valley below the ridge towards the first of two forts, was held 
by the light company of the 33rd Native Infantry : the enemy descended 
from a high line of sand-hills, and occupying these two forts, annoyed my 
position a good deal. He was driven from them by the Light Company 
and part of No. (> of the 31st Regiment, who had no other ground to 
advance on but the narrow ridges that divided the terraces of rice ; they 
moved along these under a shar}) fire, and drove the enemy from his 
position. 1 occui)ied these forts, and leaving Brevet Major Urmston, 
of tlie 31st Regiment, in command of the post, ceased from further 
operations. None of the forts I have mentioned were tenable by the 
enemy ; the walls w'^ere breached in many places by the earthquake in 
February last. When I was ordered to fall back on the main body about 
half-past one r. m., Major Urmston retired in good order followed at a 
distance by the enemy, (who had fired constantly into the forts when we 
occupied them), over the difficult ground behind him, having set fire to 
the villages within the two forts before he left them. 

The advance guard being collected together above Secunder Khan’s 
fort, joined the main column. I have great pleasure in assuring you, 
that during several hours of most active operations over the difficult 
country we were in, every officer and .man under my command behaved 
admirably. 

I have, &c. 

Thos. Skinnkh. 
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Ketuvfi oj Killed and Wounded in Action, under the Command of Brigadier Monteath, 
on the 2^th July 1S42. 

Camp, Mazeena July 27, 1842. 

Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment — 1 officer killed : 7 rank and file, wounded. 

33rd Regiment Native Infantry — 1 serjeant, 8 rank and file, wounded. 

53rd Regiment Native^lnfantry — 5 rank and file wounded. 

Je;sailehees — 2 rank and file killed ; 2 rank and file, wounded. 

Total — 3 killed ; 23 wounded. 

Strength of the above Corps, 

Captain Abbott’s Battery — 2 Officers, European and Native, 2 Serjeants. — No . 6, 
Light Field Battery. 

Squadron 1 Light Cavalry — 1 1 Officers, European and Native, 10 Serjeants, 129 
Rank and File. 

Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment — 24 Officers, 34 Serjeants, 500 Rank and File. 

33rd Regiment Native Infantry — 26 Officers, European and Native, 32 Serjeants, 
494 Rank and File. 

63rd Regiment Native Infantry — 25 Officers, European and Native, 42 ^erjeants, 
542 Rank and File. 

Jezailchees — 15 Officers, European and Native, 32 Serjeants, 343 Rank and File, 
Total — 103 Officers, European and Native, 153 Serjeants, 2,008 Rank and File. 

T. Montbath, & Edward Lugard. 

lieturn of AmmunitioH expended in Action, under the Command of Brigadier 
Monteath, on the 2£dh instant. 

Camp, Mazeena, July 27, 1842. 

Captain Abbott’s Battery — 37 rounds, — Shells, Shrapnell, 24-pounder, G. — Do. 
9:pounder, 23, and round shot 9-pounder, 8. 

Squadron 1st Light Cavalry — None. 

Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment — 4,889 rounds. 

33rd Regiment Native Infantry — 2,892 rounds. 

53rd Regiment Native Infantry — 4,954 rounds. 

Jezailchees — 6,678 rounds. 

Total — 19,450 rounds. 

T. Monteath & Edward Lugard. 


No. 451. — j\Lyor-G€7ieral Pollock to Mr, Maddock, 

Jellalahad, Augmt 2, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to report the arrival in camp this morning, 
from Cabool of Captains Lawrence and Troup, accompanied by llajee 
Bukhteear Khan, and bringing letters from his Majesty Futteh Jung, 
8irdar Mahomed Akbar Klian, and the Chiefs of Cabool. I will do 
myself the honor of sending copies and translations of these letters toge- 
ther with my replies to-morrow. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 452. — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Jellalahad, August 3, 1842. 

Sir, — Captain Troup assures’ me that the Wuzeer is sincere in his 
offer of liberating the prisoners, if 1 promise that our troops shall be 
withdrawn from Affghanistan, but this of course it is not in my power to 
do, more than appears in my letter in reply to his Maje^Jy Futteh Juiig 
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(Inclosure No. 11), which will be sent to Cabool this evening. I think 
that my advancing to Futteehabad with a part of tliis force may expe- 
dite the release of the prisoners. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 553 — Translation of n Paper received from Hazee Bukhteear, 
^ inclosed in Letter from His Majesty^ Fntteli Jung, 

July 30 ^ 1842 . 

The contents of this paper are — 

1st. Such EiigMsh gentlemen and ladies as are in AfFghanistan, Wuzeer 
Mahomed Akbar Khan will convey to Jellalabad, and make them over to 
the English Government. 

2nd. General Pollock, with all the English army, shall start imme- 
diately from Jellalabad towards their own provinces, and shall not on any 
account delay. And the gentlemen and the Candahar force, and the 
troops in all other parts of Affghanistan, shall march by my (General 
Pollock’s) order through the Bolan Pass ; and quitting the whole of 
Affghanistan, we will depart and will not interfere in any way with the 
affairs of Affghanistan. 

3rd. The Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan, with all his relations and 
dependants, and all other natives of Affghanistan who are in Hindoostan, 
shall be released ; and I will have them taken to Mahomed Akbar Khan. 
And all the matter of the army, of the English Government, whatever 
is in the hands of Mahomed Akbar Khan shall be given up' to me ; and 
whatever is not at i)resent collected shall be forwarded to India, as soon 
as possible, by two geutleineii whom 1 will leave for that purpose ; and 
the English army shall not delay its march on their account. Also there 
shall be no delay in the arrival of Dost Mahomed Khan. These few 
lines have been written as the basis of a Treaty. 


No. 454. — Translation of a Letter from Major-General Pollock 

^ to his Majesty Fattch Jany, 

Jcllalahady August 30 , 1842 . 

A. C. — I have received your letter of 30th of J uly. When I heard of 
the approach of European gentlemen from Cabool, it was my belief that 
you had agreed to all terms, and that the whole of the prisoners, Euro- 
pean and native, would immediately be sent ; and I was prepared, on my 
part, to send to Hindoostan for all the prisoners who are retained there. 

There is delay without a cause. It is well known to you that if 1 pro- 
mise and affix my seal to any paper, it need not be doubted. I have 
already written distinctly the terms in my letter of 24th of July, to which 
you appeared to agree. 

They are, that on delivery (or as soon after as practicable) of our pri- 
soners and hostages, European and native, and restoration of the guns 
left on the march, the .wliole of the Affghan prisoners, including the 
Ameer, in Hindoostan, shall in like manner be restored without delay to^ 
their own country. 

T1 3 
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I have alread/ said that the English did not come to AfFghanistan to 
remain, but they cannot submit to be dictated to as to the time of their 
quitting it. Your Majesty must know that this is not the season at which 
to move troops, I therefore must suppose if the prisoners are detained 
any longer that the offer of an exchange has not btien sincere. I cannot, 
of course, see thef object in prolonging this state of enmity, especially 
after hearing that your Majesty, the nobles, and people of Cabool, were 
desirous of ending the strife. 

It will be for you to determine whether good faith has been preserved, 
and whether the line of conduct pursued by you or your advisers has 
evinced an earnest and sincere disposition for peace. 1 have written one 
word, and I have not swerved tlierefroin. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 455. — Mr, Maddock to Major-- General Pollock. 

Allahabad^ August 17, 1842. 

Sib,-t-I am directed by the Governor-General to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letters of the 3rd instant, and to communicate to you his 
Lordship’s entire approval of the answers you addressed to Prince Futteh 
Jung and Mahomed Akbar Khan, as well as of the measure adopted of 
extending to Mohun Lall the protection of tlie British Government. 
With reference to the negotiation now in progress, and to the terms of 
your former instructions with respect to an exchange of prisoners, I am 
directed to observe that of course you understand that the whole family 
of Dost Mahomed Khan must follow the condition of that chief, and be 
either retained or exchanged, as he may be. 

I have. See, 9 

T. II. Maddock. 

No. 456, — The Governor-General of India to the Secret Committee. 

Simla, September 1 6, No, 37, 1 842.^ 

(Extract.) — The first part of the operation of withdrawing the 
armies from AfFghanistan has been most successfully effected by Major- 
General England, who arrived at Quetta on the 26th ultimo with the 
following troops : — one troop of Captain Anderson’s Horse Artillery ; 
one Foot battery, six guns, bullocks ; detachment of the Poona horse ; 
two Rissalahs of Ciiristie’s horse ; 25th Bombay Native Infantry ; seven 
Companies late Bombay Light Infantry Battalion ; 1st, or Capt. Griffiths’ 
Irregular Infantry ; 2nd, or Cai)tain Macan’s ditto, ditto ; 5th, or 
Captain Macdonald’s ditto ditto ; and all the invalids and useless follow- 
ers of the Candahar army, together with Prince Timour. 

2. The convoy was accompanied by nearly 10,000 animals. 

3. The Major-General having left Candahar on the 7th of August 
reached the foot of the Kqjiick Pass on the morning of the 16th. The 
troops had marched twenty-four miles during the night, but the heights 
being unoccupied, a force was immediately detached to take possession of 
them, and succeeded in that object. By the evening of the 16th all the 
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difliculties of the pass were surnoutited, the loss sustained having been 
very trifling. 

4. The further progress of ilio column to Quetta was unopposed. 

5. It is the intention of Major-General England to move his . whole 
force in three divisions to Dadur. The first division will leave Quetta 
this day, and the last, which the Major-General will accompany, ^ will 
inarch on the 2nd of October. 

6. Major-General Sir C. Napier, K.C.B., appointed to command all 
the forces bplow the Kojuck mountains, and on both banks of the Indus 
from Sukkur to the Sea, will have sailed from Bombay on the 1st instant 
ill the Zeiiobia, with 200 of the 28th Queen’s. The remainder of that 
Regiment will follow to Kurachee, and the 22nd Queen’s will be concen- 
trated at Sukkur. The column under Major-General England being 
without any European troops, this measure became necessary. 

7. Its weakness iu ^cavalry compels me to detach from Ferozepore to 
Sukkur tlie 9th Light Cavaiiy. 

8. I do not at present anticipate that it will be necessary that the 
troops in Siiide should enter upon any active operations ; but without 
European troops or regular cavalry, the large body of men under Major- 
General England’s command can hardly be considered an army ; and it 
ought to be rendered capable of engaging in any operation which may be 
required from it. 

9. It has ample means of carriage. It has, I hope, sufficient supplies 
of provisions ; and there are ten lacs at Sukkur, besides the sums in the 
treasuries of Hyderabad and Kurachee. Fifteen lacs are to be forwarded 
from Bombay as soon as the season will permit. 

10. Miyor-Gcneral Nott moved from Candahar on thfe 10th ultimo, 
with the ft)Ilowing troops ; — Two troops of Horse Artillery, one 
9-pounder Fort Battery, four IB-pouuders, with two companies Bengal 
Foot Artillery, 3rd Bombay Cavalry, five Rissalahs Christie’s Irregular 
Horse, three Rissalahs 1st Bengal Irregular Cavalry, Her Majesty’s 4Qth 
Regiment, Her Majesty’s 41st Regiment, 2nd Regiment of Bengal Native 
Infantry, Kith ditto, 38th ditto, 42nd ditto, 43rd ditto, 3rd, or Captain 
Craigie’s Irregular Bengal Infantry. 

11. More than one letter addressed to me by the Major-General must 
have been intercepted. I have reason to believe that he has taken with 
him tile four 18-pouiiders ; but iny official information would ^ have led 
me to suppose tliat those guns had been sent with Major-General Eng- 
land’s column. 

12. The calculation of Major-General Nott was, that, allowing for a 
halt at Ghuzuee, he should reach Cabool between the loth and 20th of 
this month. 

13. He was to carry with him forty 'days’ provisions. 

14. I do not know officially the extent of his means of carriage ; but 
I gather from the extract from a letter from Major Rawlinson to Major 
Outrain, which was communicated by the lattijr officer, that the number 
of camels was only 800, the remainder of the animals being probably 
mules and yaboi^s, much better adapted to the country than camels. 

15. The Major-General carried with him a large quantity of ammuni- 
tiou. 


H 3 ^ 
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16. Majov-Ge^ieral Nott appears to liave been disappointed in the 
araount of treasure furnished to him, and to have only ten lacs when he 
expected to have had ^wenty. 

17. I entertain the highest expectations of success, founded on the 
soldier-like qualities of this well-disciplined and brave army, which has 
long acted together, commanded by a general and officers in whqra it 
has entire confidence, and accustomed to beat the enemy whenever it has 
been able to meet them. 

18. Major-General Pollock has received only one communication 
from M»ajor-General Nott, dated the 26th July, announcing his intended 
movement, and the probable time of his arrival at Jellalabad, namely, 
the first week in October. 

19. Major-General Pollock has advanced three brigades of his army to 
Gundamuck, and will have moved bn Cabool on the oth or 6th instant. 

20. The brigade under Brigadier Monteath made an attack upon the 
forts and villages in the Shinwarree valley before it joined head -quarters, 
and was thoroughly successful, destroying everything in the valley, and 
effecting its retreat with little loss. 

21. The advance guard of Major-General Pollock^s force, under the 
Major-General himself, drove a body of the enemy from a very strong 
position at Mamoo Khail, three miles to the southward of Gundamuck, 
on the 24th ultimo, and that position has since been occupied by our 
troops. 

22. Every possible effort has been made to supply Major-General 
Pollock’s force with carriage, and to provide for the expected wants of 
Major-Generj^ Noil’s force, when it joins the army in the Cabool valley. 

23. In the ten weeks ending the 8th of September, there liave been 
purchased 7,653 camels, and 5,026 mules and ponies ; 1,265 Bringaree' 
bullocks have been hired, and 1,000 camels ; and 1 have reason to think 
that 1,500 more Bringaree bullocks have been hired at Peshawur, making 
in all 16,444 animals. 

24. The purchases of camels continue, and I have directed that every 
mule may be procured which can be deemed fif for service. 

25. I am satisfied that I shall have the entire concurrence of your 
Committee in the opinion I have expressed to the Coniraissary-General, 
that tlie army must be supplied, cost wliat it may ; and tliat it is better 
to have SI thousand animals too many than a hundred too few. 

26. The losses of animals, however, must of necessity be so large 
that I have no hope that all my efforts will dp more than provide for the 
absolute requirements bf the retiring army. 

27. Camp equipages, clothing, shoes, medical and other comforts, are 
to be forwarded by these animals ; and I trust the army will feel that it 
incurs no suffering which could have been obviated by tlie paternal care 
of the Government. 

28. Marjor-Geiieral Polldck has with him 10 lacs, and 20 more lacs 
are in.progress through the Punjab. 

29. Measures are already directed to be taken for the provisioning 
of the army during its homeward marcli. 

30. The last convoys of aminals will meet it on marchj and supply 
the daily losses. 
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No. 457. — The Govemor-^General of India to Majoj^General Pollock. 

AUdhabad^ August 17, 1842. 

General, — You jrill have heard, I conclude, that Major-General Nott 
has resolved on retiring a portion of his army by the route of Ghuzuee 
and Cabool. • 

He will take with him Her Majesty’s 40th, the five Benga'l Regiments, 
the late Shah’s Regiment, which was at Kelat-i-Ghilzye, and about 1,000 
cavalry, with two troops of Horse Artillery, and a battery of Foot Artille- 
ry 9-pounders. I think the Infantry will amount to 4,500 or 5,000 men. 

The Major-General calculates upon reaching Jellalabad by the first 
week of October. 

I have directed comforts and necessaries for the 40th Queen’s, to be 
sent to Jellalabad. 

Every exertion will be made to send bhoosa to you by the animals now 
on their march. ^ 

The Major-General seems to apprehend that the greatest difficulty he 
will have to encounter is from the want of forage, between Cabool and 
Jellalabad. 

I rely with confidence upon Major-General Nott’s receiving the most 
efficient co-operation from yourselfj and from every man in your army. 
1 know all the difficulties which both armies have to contend with, but 
the permanent, advantage of success will be great, and it will shed 
imperishable glory upon all who have the good fortune to contribute to 
obtain it. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenboroxjgh. 


No. 458. — The Governor- General of India to Major Burltony Com- 
missary General. 

Allahabad^ August 17, 1842, 

Sir, — Major-General Nott has availed himself of the option as to his 
line of retirement given to him in my letter of the 4th ultimo ; and he 
will march upon Ghuznee and Cabool with the five Regiments of Bengal 
Native Infantry, the Regiment of the late Shah’s Infantry, which was at 
Kelat-i-Ghilzye, Her Majesty’s 40th Foot, and about 1,000 cavalry, 
with two troops of Horse Artillery, and a 9-pounder battery of Foot 
Artillery. 

The Major-General calculates upon reaching Jellalabad by the first 
week in October. 

I request that you will take m'easures for dispatching immediately to 
Jellalabad the comforts and necessaries which the 40th Queen’s will 
require on their arrival. They will probably be very deficient in shoes 
and clothing, and in all camp equipage. - ' 

It may be advisable to send an additional quantity of medicines. 

As it is possible that the operations in the Cabool valley may be pro- 
tracted to a later period than is now anticipated by unforeseen events, it 
is desirable that some quantity of warm clothing should be sent ; but 
nothing must be allowed to delay the progress of the mules now on their 
inarch to Feshawur. 
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The main difficulty will arise out of the want of forage ; and any pos- 
sible measure should be adopted for sending bhoosa to Jellalabad. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenboeough, 

No. 459. — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Jellalabad^ Augmt 5, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to report, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General, that subsequent to the dispatch of my 
letter No. 189, of date the 3rd instant, a letter was rejeeived by me from 
Mahomed Akbar Khan, complaining of my having moved troops into 
Lughman during tlie pending negotiation. This report must have origi- 
nated in a recoiinoissance made by Captain Lawrence with a small escort 
of Sikh troops, on the other side of the river. Hajee Buktiar, when 
talking on this subject, remonstrated against my advance to Futteeabad, 
but as I had previously decided on this measure, I have thought it proper 
to add a postscript to my letter to His Majesty Futteh Jung (Inclosure 
No. 11, to my letter to your address above alluded to), to the effect that 
“ It is my intention to advance a force to Futteeabad, and to delay them 
until eight days, to admit of au answer being received from Cabool.” 
Captains Lawrence and Troup, with thef Hajee, will start for Cabool to- 
morrow, taking with them my replies. When I last wrote I believed my 
letter to Futteh Jung would have been forwarded that evening, but it 
was not sent, and the arrival of the horseman the following day, caused 
another delay in its dispatch. 

I have directed Sir R. Sale, K.C.B., to march to-morrow to Futteea- 
bad with Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, 35th Regiment Native 
Infantry, 3rd troop first brigade Horse Artillery, and I have directed 
Brigadier Wild to proceed to-morrow with the 30th Native Infantry, and 
the Jezailchee corps, to Dakka, and on his arrival to assume charge of the 
troops at that post. I have reason to expect that the ten lacs of treasure 
will shortly arrive at Peshawur, and the 6th Native Infantry will escort 
it from Dakka to this place ; the 30th Regiment of Native Infantry 
remaining at Dakka. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 460. — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

• Jellalabad^ August 6, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to forward copy of a document received from 
Captain Troup, being translation of a conversation which took place with 
, Mahomed Akbar during the short stay made by Captain Troup in Cabool, 
after his return with my first answer. I take this opportunity of stating 
that it is my opinion that Mahomed Akbar’s chief object in desiring me 
to give a sealed paper, specifying that I will withdraw all troops from 
Aflghanistan, is to strengthen himself by the publication of such a docu- 
ment at Cabool, the effect of which would be to thoroughly dishearten 
such chiefs as Jook to our assistance for the means of freeing themselvevS 
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from his tyranny. Were I to say that I should leave this valley in Octo- 
ber, the reply would be that the prisoners should be sent then* : but such 
a promise would so strenf^then Mahomed Akbar, that I think it probable 
that he, when the time arrived, finding that our advance on Cabool was 
impossible for the next seven months, might be tempted to procrastinate, 
under the idea that we had determined to withdraw our troops, and that 
after our departure he might obtain a large sura as ransom for the prison- 
ers. Apart from this, it is impossible for me to pledge myself to with- 
draw on a certain date, and I, of course, could not take upon myself to 
issue any order to General Nott. 

The advance of a brigade to Futteeabad will tend to alarm Mahomed 
Akbar, and make him the more anxious to induce us to quit the countr}^ 
Captain Troup has expressed a doubt on this subject, and fears that this 
step may induce Mahomed Akbar to send the prisoners to Toorkistan, 
but I cannot think this will occur, as I have. reason to suppose that there 
is a strong party at Cabool, which has determined not to allow the removal 
of our prisoners, and I also believe that the Wallee of Khoolooin has 
written, refusing to receive Mahomed Abkar if accompanied by the 
prisoners. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 461 . — Conversation between Sirdar Mahomed Akbar Khariy 

Major Pottingery and Captain Troup ^ on the morning of the 29^A 
Julyy 1842. 

Mahomed Akbar opened the conversation by stating that it was recom- 
mended that great men should ask advice of each other, even if inimical to 
each other, and related the fable of the besieged King ; he then told us, 
he wanted advice as to what he should do, and in answer to the question 
what his own wishes were, declared he required only our promise of friend- 
ship. Major Potfinger, then, presuming that he must bear in mind that, 
though the Vizier had his own authority in full, we were servants, and 
could, therefore, not give advice, if our opinions, ran contrary to our 
King’s interests, however as far as it did not clash with our duty, we would 
be happy to do so, and therefore advised that the prisoners should be at once 
sent down, for if a delay took place, it would come within the declaration 
of General Pollock that the business was off if any delay took place ; 
however, as the Chief stated, he agreed to the General’s proposition, it 
might pass if he wrote down that he agreed to the proposition, but as the 
Affghans considered the statement confused and a little doubtful, he sent 
a memorandum of what they thought was the meaning, and begged if it were 
correct that the General would Jtindly inform him of it by affixing his seal 
to such a writing. Under these circumstances, the General might not 
consider the stipulation btoken, but as it would virtually be so, we 
thought it most advisable for him to at once send down the prisoners, if he 
really wished to make terms. The Vizier said that he would not give up 
the prisoners without a written promise, and that the people were all 
determined to support him ; that we must put it out of thought that we 
could release the prisoners by force ; that as soon as he heard our troops 
had reached Charbagh he would send the ladies, &c., off to Toorkistan, 
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and fight here as V>ng as he could, and that if obliged to flee he would 
take care not one of the prisoners should return to the English, for he 
would scatter them by twos and threes through Toorkistan with all the 
chiefs. He was very anxious that a specification should be in the docu- 
ment regarding giving up Candahar to Prince Tiinour, but modified the 
proposal to requesting a general assurance that we would not interfere in 
tlie arrangements of the country. 


No. 462. — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Jellalahad, August 8, 1842. 

Sir,—- I have the honor to forward for the information of the’ Right 
Honorable the Governor-General of India, the copy of a memorandum by 
Captain Macgregor, on the progress of the brigade under the command of 
Brigadier jMonteath, C.Bj, detailing the movements of this force, and the 
advantages which have accrued frtwu its having been detached on this 
duty. 

1 have reason to believe that the openitions of this force have been 
attended with the very best results. The tribe of Shinwarrees took a 
prominent part in tlie attack on the late Cabool force, and shared largely 
in the plunder of its baggage, and the murder of our unfortunate soldiers 
and camp followers wheti disabled by the excessive cold. 

This race has ever been deemed dangerous by the Afighanistan rulers ; 
they have for ages committed their depredations, almost with impunity ; 
and retiring to their mountains, have derided the power of the governors 
of Jellalabad : 

They had lately attacked some camels close to the camp, and when an 
attempt was made to seize them, they succeeded in killing the son and 
wounding the followers of the chief employed against them. They were 
thus fitting subjects for chastiseraejit, and the destruction of their forts 
has proved to all the tribes in this valley, that their mountain strong- 
holds cannot protect tlieiu from punisluueut if they provoke us to attack 
tliem. 

Many of the chief supporters of Mahomed Akbay have lands and posses- 
sions on this and the other side of the river, and the movements of this 
brigade have caused great alarm to these people. 

1 should do great injustice to Captain Macgregor if I failed in bringing 
to the notice of the Right Honorable the Governor-General, the very 
valuable assistance which he has aftbrded on this and every other occasion. 
From him every information was received regarding the country and its 
inhabitants, and through his exertions and influence supplies were pro- 
cured not only for the consumption of ^the brigade, but also a very 
valuable addition to the stores of the force at Jellalabad. During the 
greater part of the time this brigade was detached, he suffered, from 
fever and ague, but he never allowed sickness for a day to interrupt his 
duties. 


I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 
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No. 463. — The Governor •General of India to Major-General 

Pollock, 


Bewar^ Aiignat 26, 18*12. 

(Extract,) — 1 liad the honor of roceiving this day your letters of the 
13tJi and loth instant. I rejoice that; you have heard directly from 
Miijor-General Nott, of his intention to move upon Ghuznee and Cabool. 

In my letter of the 29th July, I referred to the possible occurrence of 
circumstances under which the guns and prisoners Iiaving been delivered 
lo you, you might, on account of the deticiency of supplies in the vicinity 
of Cabool, deem it expedient that Major-General Nott should return to 
India by some Otlier route. 

X provided for an extreme case only, and so you must have understood 
me%o consider it, fbr I can hardly imagine the existence of circumstances 
which could justify the diversion of Major-Genetal Nott’s army from the 
route of Ghuznee and Cabool, when his intention of marching by that 
route shall have been once clearly indicated. 

Further, from the accounts I have received to-day, I should appre- 
hend, that Major-General Nott’s army, now retiring by any other route 
tlian that it has taken, would be exposed to greater dangers and liardships 
than can attend it in the valley of the Cabool river. You will have 
heard, subsequently to the receipt of Major Rawlinson’s letter, inclosed 
in your letter of the loth instant, that I have directed that Prince 
Timour and Major Rawlinson shall both accompany Major-General 
England’s force. Prince Timour’s presence in Cabool could not but 
have been injurious. He might have divided tlie party, such as it is, of 
the late Shah’s family, and he is a man without ability. 


No. 464, — Mr. Maddocli to the Superintending Surgeon of the Army. 

Meerut^ August 30, 1842. 

Sm, — I am directed by the Governor-General, to inform you that a 
supply of medicines will be required immediately for two Regiments of 
European Infantry, and two troops of Horse Artillery, one company of 
Native Light Artillery, and six Native Regiments of Inhxntry, and about 
HOO Native Cavalry at Jellalabad, in addition to the force now there. 

2. The Commissary-General will immediately provide the necessary 
carriage, on being informed of its amount. 

3. He is at Ferozepore. 

4. The greatest dispatch is to be used in carrying into effect this 
order. 

I have, 8cc., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 565. — Mr. Maddocli to the Quartermaster- General of the Army. 

Meerut^ August 30, 1842. 

Sin, — I am directed by the Governor- General to inform you that a 
supply of camp equipage for the following strength of force, in addition 

1 3 
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to that at preseuli tinder the orders of Major-General Pollock, will he 
required at Jellalabad : — 

2 Troops of HorseArtillery. 8 Rissalali§ of Irregular Horse. 

1 Company Native Foot Artillery. 2 Regiments of European Infantry. 

1 Regiment of Native Cavalry. 6 Regiments of Native Infantry. 

2. The arrival of the above additional amount of (;ainp e(pii})ag( 3 , 
without delay, being urgent, a copy of this letter has been transinitl(id 
direct to the Commissary-General, and to tlie officers of the Commis- 
sariat Department at Kurnaul and Delhi, as also to the Commissary of 
Ordnance at Delhi with the view of the necessary steps being imine- 
diatly taken for the preparation and transmission of the re{iuired camp 
equipage. 

3. I have been directed, in the absence of the Military Secrota% to 
Government, to request tliat you will authorize the issue upon such 
indentures as may be served in consequence of these instructions. 

4. A copy of this letter will be sent to the Military Secretary to 
Government, Lieutenant-Colonel Stuart. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Haddock. 


No. 466. — Major- G funeral Pollock to Mt\ Maddock, 

SnltanporCy August 20, 1842, 

SiK, — I have the honor to forward, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General of India, copy of my letter addressed 
to the Adjutant-General of the Army, reporting my having marched 
towards Gundarauck with the troops detailed therein. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 467 . — Maj or- General Pollock to Major-General Lumlcy, 

Sultanpore^ August 20, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to report, for the information of his Excellency 
the Commander-in -Chief, that I marched this morning, with the troops 
as per margin* towards Gundamuck, where I shall assemble the whole of 
the force intended to proceed to the capital. 1 shall have to remain at 
Gundamuck some days, to await the arrival of the remainder of the 
troops, and to enable the Commissariat Officer to send up the supplies for 
the march. 

I propose taking to the capital the undermentioned troops : — 


3rd Troops 1st Brigade Horse Artillery 4 guns. 

3rd ditto 2nd ditto ditto 4 

Captain Abbott’s Battery 6 

Captain Backhouse’s. Mountain Train 3 


Total 17 guns. 


♦ Captain Abbott’s Battery ; 5th Company’s Sappers and Miners, one squadron 
5th Light Cavalry ; Head Quarters and 1 squadron 10th Light Cavalry ; Her 
Majesty’s 9th Foot j 2eth llcgiment Native Infantry j GOth dittto ditto. 
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5th Company Sappers and Miners. 

Her Majesty’s 3rd Light Dragoons. 

1st Regiment Light Cavalry. 

Squadron 5th Light Cavalry. 

Head Quarters, and a Squadron 10th Light Cavalry. 

600 Sowars of 3rd Regiment Irregular Cavalry. 

The whole of Sir R. Sale’s Brigade ol’ Infantry. 

Ditto Brigadier Tulloch’s ditto. 

Her Majesty’s 31st Regiment of Foot. 

33rd Regiment Native Infantry. 

Regiment of Bildars under Mr. Mackeson, 

The whole of tlie troops move in the lightest marching order, and are 
ill excellent spirits at the prospect of advancing. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 468. — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Neemla, August 22 , 1842 . 

Sill, — T^he force Iiaving advanced, the Sikhs, who were on the left bank 
of the Cabool river, have requested permission to be allowed to recross. 
TJiey have urged that when we advance, they are left, as it were, alone 
1 have yielded to their wishes, on their consenting to take up a position 
near Gundauiuck, in the valley of Hissaruck, which will be pointed out 
to them, and which will tend to facilitate our communication with the 
rear. 

They are very anxious to participate in our advance movement, and as 
their conduct since their arrival has met ray entire satisfaction, I shall, 
perhaps, let a small portion go on, if their prejudices are not allowed to 
interfere with the European troops. I shall, however, take every precaution 
to prevent ^le least misunderstanding on their part. They solicited this 
indulgence ; and I understand from Captain La#rence that they are 
most anxious to be employed. They would most willingly have gone 
to Lughinan, had the state of the country admitted of such a move ; but 
1 found that nearly the whole country Was under water with rice cultiva- 
tion, and therefore not practicable with guns, and they requested that a 
]>art of this force might accompany them. 

They will, of course, carry their own supplies, if they advance witli us. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock, 


No. 469. — Major-General England to Mr. Maddock. 

• ’ . Camp^ near Killa Ahdoolla^ August 19 , 1842 . 

Sir, — I have the honor to report, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General in Council, that the British force at 
Candahar having evacuated that city on tlie 7th and 8th, I moved from 
iny eiicanq)meut, near its walls, on the lOtli, pursuant to instructions, 

1 3 2 
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with the detachifieiit mentioned in the margin*, en route to Quetta, and 
that I arrived on this ground yesterday. 

2. It was communicated to me on the 9th and subsequently, that the 
insurgents were preparing to attack tlie column and* convoy under niy 
charge in its passage, and especially that they would make efforts to inter- 
cept it ill the strong country of the Kojuck range, at the northern 
extremity of which 1 arrived, with little molestation, on the morning of 
the 16th. 

3. Whatever might have been the intention of the enemy, it was 
ascertained by reconnoitring, that the highest points of the mountain were 
not yet occupied by them, and 1 thought it right, therefore, notwitlistand- 
ing that the troops had just completed a night march of twenty-four 
miles, to push forward a ligiit column to seize the summit at once. 

4. This operation was performed by three battalions, and the most 
important ridge, and all the peaks commanding the principal passes were 
gained by the troops before dark. 

5. On the following morning, the insurgents began to appear in small 
bodies on different liills, but, the route being flanked, they did little mis- 
chief, and the baggage, artillery, and immense retinue under the protec- 
tion of this camp, including 9,000 or 10,000 beasts of burden, began the 
ascent, covered by a rear-guard of two battalions and the cavalry ; and I 
was soon made aware of our good fortune in having seized the heights on 
the previous evening, for the number of the enemy gradually increased, 
but all their efforts to capture the baggage, or indeed to interrupt us to 
any serious extent, were frustrated, and the passage across the Kojuck 
mountains may be said to have been perfected by noon on the 18th. 

6. I have had the highest reason to be gratified with the exertions of 

all the officers and troops on this occasion, and it is entirely owing to 
their incessant efforts in duties of great fatigue, under a privation of 
water, both in climbing up the extreme points of the range to drive off' 
the enemy whenever they appeared, and in dragging thirteen pieces of 
artillery over the ridge, that this service has been accomplished with so 
little loss on our side ^ life or of convoy. * 

7. I beg to inclose a list of the casualties in killed and wounded of 
this column which have occurred since I left the immediate vicinity of 
Candahar. 

8. My last accounts of Major-General Nott were of the 13th, three 
marches north of Candahar. 

9. His Highness Prince Timour and his family are in my camp, and 
every possible attention is paid to his comfort and safety. 

10. The Right Honorable the Govehior-General will have Jbeen 
informed that the Chief Saloo Khan, who had taken service with us after 
the affair with the enemy of the 28th of April, near Hykulzye, suddenly 
absconded from the military post held by us at this place on hearing of 
our abandonment of Candahar : and it was presumed, therefore, that he 
was at the head of the insurgents in the Kojuck Hills, but I am not in- 
clined to believe that he was thus employed, and I think it more probable 


One troop late Shah’s Horse Artillery, 7 guns drawn by bullocks, 2 rissalahs 
Irregular Horse, 1 rissalah Poonah ditto, 2r)th Hombay Native Infantry, lute Light 
Battalion ditto, 1st, 2Dd, and 5tb Regiments late Shah’s Infantry. 



that he may have proceeded to join Prince Sufter JuiJ^, who had placed 
himself at the head of affairs at Candahar. 

11, I have no information to warrant the expectation of any serious 
opposition between this and Quetta, especially as the Brahoe connexion 
with the Aflghans seems severed for the present^ and I hope to b(i enabled 
to report my arrival at Quetta to his Lordship on the 27th or 28 th 
instant. 

12. Pursuant to the instructions of Government of the 19tli of March, 
I have assumed the political responsibilities as well as military command, 
vacated by the casualty therein contemplated, in the departure from these 
countries of Major-General Nott. 

I have, &c., 

R. England. 


JRctuni of Cafiualti.es among the Troops under the Command of Major-General H. 

England, since leaving Candahar up to this date inclusive. 

• Camp, atKilla Abdoola, August 19, 1812, 

1st Irregular Cavalry — 1 private, 1 horse, killed j 1 private, 1 horse, wounded ; 
1 horse missing. 

Poonah Horse — 1 bheestec wounded. 

Detachment 12th llegt. N. I. — 1 private killed, 

25th llegt, N. I. — 1 private wounded 

Light Companies— 1 havildar wounded ; I private missing. 

1st Irregular Infantry — 1 havildar, 1 private wounded. 

5tli Irregular Infantry — 1 havildar, 1 private wounded. 

Total — 2 privates, 1 horse, killedf; 3 havildars, 4 privates, 1 bheestee, 1 horse, 
wounded j 1 private, 1 horse, missing. 

W. Wyllie. 

No. ^^O.-^Major’-General Pollock to Major-General Lumley, 

' Camp, Mammoo Khail, Avgust 25, 1842. 

Sir, — I liave the honor to report, for the information of His Excel- 
lency the Coramander-in-Cliiefi that I reached Gundamuck on tlie morn- 
ing of the 2ord instant, with the following troops : — 

One squadrom 5th Light Cavalry, head quarters and one squadron 10th 
laght Cavalry, No. 6 Light Field Battery, 5th company Sappers and 
Miners, H.M. 9th Foot, 26th Native Infantry, 60th Native Infantry. 

On approaching tJie ground, a few horsemen appeared , but retired as 
we advanced. I soon learnt that the enemy, under the Chiefs Hadji Ali 
and Khryroollah Khan, occupied the village and fort of Mammoo Khail, 
about two miles from Gundamuck, I determined upon attacking them the 
following morning. 

I ordered up a squadron of the 3rd Dragoons and Captain Broadfoot’s 
corps of Sappers from General Sale’s camp, and they joined before day- 
light the following morning. * 

At four, A.M., yesterday morning, I moved to ward!%,the .enemy with the 
troops undermentioned : — 

One squadron 5th Light Cavalry, one* squadron 10th Light Cavalry, 
No. 6 Light Field Battery, 5th company Sappers and Miners, H. M. 
9tli Foot, 26th Native Infantry, GOtli Native liifantrj^, and Broadfoot’s 
Sappers. 
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On clearing the ^jroken ground in front, I divided the infantry into 
two columns, with a wing of Her Majesty’s 9th Foot at the head of cacli, 
and skirmishers in front. 1 directed Captain Broadfoot, with his corps, 
to go io the right. Tlie cavalry also advanced on the right to cut oft* the 
retreat of the enemy. 

Captain Abbott’s battery accompanied tlie columns, and, as we 
advanced, occasionally opened on the enemy, who continued in position 
so long we hoped tliey would oppose us witli their whole force, but they 
retired on our approach, and we entered the village. 

The fields in front of the village were purposely ftooded to prevent our 
advance. The left column then went towards the fort of Mammoo Khail, 
and th.e right column proceeded to Kooclee Khail ; the ground was 
impracticable for cavalry, nearly the whole distance, but on one or two 
occasions an opportunity did ofter, and the enemy suffered accordingly. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, with some coin])anies of the 9th Foot and 
2()th Native Infaiitr}^, occupied part of the heights in front of the village 
of Kooclee Khail, while Captain Broadfoot, and some of the 26th Native 
Infantry, cleared the hills to the left of Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor’s 
])osition. As Kooclee Khail is about two miles from Mammoo Khail, 
and as a position there might have been attended with risk, unless very 
strongly supported, I directed Major-General McCaskill to retire on 
Mammoo Khail. As 1 considered it of importance to hold Mammoo 
Khail, which was the enemy’s position, I wrpte for the whole camp to be 
brought here, and it arrived in safety yesterday aflernoun. 

I left the camp standing, and selected^ Major Davis, of Her Majesty’s 
9th Foot, to command the party as per margin''^ for its protection. The 
duty was one of considerable importance, as it was by no means impro- 
bable that the enemy would take advantage of our advance to send a 
party to the camp. Tlie squadron of dragoons having arrived just as 1 
was starting, their horses would not have been equal to a day’s hard work, 
which induced me to leave them in camp. The overthrow of this party 
of the enemy must, I conclude, have been very unexpected, as the whole 
of their camp e(][uipage, with its carriage cattle, was captured by Captain 
Broadi'oot’s corps and the 3rd Irregular Cavalry. 

I have much gratification in reporting that the troops, both 
European and Native, of each branch and department, well supported 
the character of British soldiers. 

Where all arc equally zealous in the cause, and devoted to their duty, 
my thanks are equally due to all ; but I may be permitted to mention tlie 
names of corps and departments employed. Major-General McCaskill, 
K.II., commanding the right column ; Brigadier Tulloch, commanding 
the left column ; Captain Abbott, commanding light field battery ; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, K.H., commanding Her Majesty’s 9tli Foot ; ' 
Major Huish, commanding the 26th Native Infantry ; Captain Napleton, 
commanding the 60th Native Infantry ; Major Blair, commanding the 
10th Light Cavalry ; Captain Oldfield, commanding a squadron of the 
6th Light Cavalry ; Captain Tait, commanding the 3rd Irregular 
Cavalry ; Captain Abbott, Field* Engineer ; Lieutenant Becher, coin- 

♦ Three companies of the 26th Native Infantry, three companies of the 60th 
Native infantry, and 50 sowsrrs of the Ord Irregular Cavalry. 
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inanding Sappers and Miners ; and Superintending-S^rgeon Stivcn, and 
Captain Nugent, officiating Sub-assistant Commissary -General. The 
officers of the Staff who conveyed my orders to the different columns, and 
otherwise aided in the movements of tlie day, were Captain Havelock, 
Deputy Assistani-Adjutant-Gencral ; Captain Smith, Major of brigade ; 
Captain Ponsonby, Assistant- Adjutant-General ; Captain Me Adam, 
Deputy Judge- Advocate- General ; Captain Lane, Commissary of Ord- 
nance ; Lieutenant Sir R. Shakespear, Military Secretary ; Captain 
Codriiigton, Assistant Quarter-Master-General ; Lieutenant Mayn'e, 
Officiating Deputy- Assistant Quartermaster- Gen oral, who w%‘is most 
active iliroughout the day ; Lieutenant Tytler, Raggage-mastor ; lieu- 
tenant Pollock, Aide-de-Camp, and Captain Maegregor, Aide-de-Camj) ; 
to the last mentioned offi(ter 1 am not only indebted for services in the 
field, but for valuable information, and for constant exertions to obtain 
supplies for the force, whicli his local knowledge and personal acquain- 
tance with the Maliks enabled him to do. 

I have this morning heard from several quarters, that the two Chiefs 
Hadji Ali and Khyroollah Khan have gone to Cabool, attended by about 
(iO men. If I had removed to camp at Gundamuck yesterday, there can 
be little doubt tliat the enemy would have reoccupied this place, and he 
would have announced to the Cabool authorities he liad beaten us back. 
Kooclee Khail has been destroyed by fire ; the fort and village of Mam- 
moo Khail have been also destroyed by fire ; and, before I quit this plac^e, 
the trees, to which much value and importance arc attached, will be cut 
down. 

1 have the honor to inclose a return of casualties. I regret I shall be 
deprived of the services of Major Huish, 2(>th Native Infantry, and 
Captain Edmonds, Ilta* Majesty’s 9th Foot, for some time, though 1 Iiojk), 
not long. Lieutenant Robertson, of the 37th Regiment Native Infaiitiy, 
doing duty with the 2()th Native Infantry, is slightly womided, and will, 
I trust, soon return to his duty. 

1 have the ])leasure to inclose reiJorts from Major-General McCaskill, 
K.IL, and Captain Droadfoot. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 471. — Major-General McCaskill to Captain Ponsonh^. 

Camp^ Marnmoo Kkail^ Augiuit 25, 1842. 

Sir, — I beg to detail to you, for the information of Major-General 
Pollock, C. B., the operations of the right column in the affair of yesti'r- 
day, after it had becoine%eparated from that of the left, on the complete 
success of the combined attack on the enemy’s position in advance of 
Marnmoo Khail. 

You arc aware that this force consisted of four com])anios of Her 
Majesty’s 9th Foot, and six of the 26th Regiment Native Infantry, under 
the* immediate command of Lieutenant-Colonel Tjylor, K.H., of the 
former coqis. The enemy had fled before our troops, and abandoned the 
village of Kooclee Khail, but rcdiiforced strongly by the fugitives driven 
back by Brigadier Tulloch’s column, he assumed a menacing attitude, and 
occupied in force a range of heights and detached summits in the Soofaid 
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Koli. The most , salient of these was a spur of mountain within long 
musket niiige of the buildings of Kooclee Kliail. From this and from 
other eminences of the most precipitous character the Ooloos were dis- 
lodged with the utmost spirit and gallantry by the details under Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Taylor, aided in the most effective manner by a party of 
Captain Broadfoot’s corps pf Sappers and Miners. The enemy wer(> 
reinforced from time to time, and made many bold attacks, and kept up 
a sharp fire of jezails from the loftiest peaks of the mountain, but our 
troops, though so much pressed as to be compelled to recede from ground 
which they had gained in one direction, maintained an advanced position 
among the hills, until withdrawn by order of Major-General l\)llock, 
first into the plateau in front of the village of Kooclee Khail, which they 
burnt down, and then back upon the present site of encampment. In 
retiring over the plain between the two principal villages the movement 
was covered by a squadron of the 5th, and another of the 10th Light 
Cavalry, but the attempts of the Ooloos to annoy were timid and feeble in 
the extreme, and our troops did not sustain a single casualty from their 
effects. Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor speaks in high terms of the support 
which he received from Major Huish, commanding the 2Gtli llegimeiit 
Native Infantry, who was wounded, and afterwards from Captain llands- 
comb, of the same foiqjs, and from Captain Ogle, commanding Her 
Majesty’ 9th Foot ; and I beg to be permitted to bear my testimony 
to the merits of * the Lieutenant-Colonel’s own exertions on this 
occasion, as well as to express my sense of the gallantry of the troops 
engaged, and to acknowledge the able assistance winch I received from 
Captain Havelock, Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, Deputy- Assistant 
Adjutant- General, Lieutenant Mayne, 37th Regiment Native Infantry, 
Officiating Deputy-Assistant Quarter-Master-General, and Lieutenant 
TBethiine, Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, my Aide-de-Camp. The intrepidity 
also with which Captain Broadfoot’s Sappers and Miners aided in the at- 
tacks on one of the advanced heights deserves my marked commendation, 

I have, &c., 

John McCaskill. 

No. 472. — Captain Broadfoot to Captain Poimmhy, 

Campy Mammoo Khail, August 25, 1842. 

Sm, — Agreeably to orders, I have the honor to report the ])roceedings of 
the column intrusted to me by the Major-General eommandiiig, in the 
action of yesterday. 

I moved, as directed, with the Sappers (abqpt 220 men) and the 3r(l 
Irregular Cavalry (250 men), across the ravine on the right of the force. 
We found the enemy strongly posted in an orchard, with some inclosures ; 
and the usual field-works of loose stones in their front, wore also occupi- 
ed. This position flanked the approach of the main body. 

Having formed an attacking party in front, I sent the rest of the Sap- 
pers in column under Lieutenant .Orr, to turn the enemy’s left flank, and 
Captain Tait’s Horse still more to the right, and in advance, to cut off 
their retreat. While we waited in this order the advance of the force, 
the enemy reinforced the orchard, and moved out to attack us. I was 
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therefore obliged to advance before the force arrived. 'Jhe enemy’s posi- 
tions^vere quickly carried in succession. One party was driven towards 
the 3rd Irregular Cavalry, who pursued, and the remainder fled to the 
village of Mammoo Khail, into which th^ main body of the enemy were 
at this moment driven by the fire of our artillery ; they opened a lire on 
us, ill-directed, but so heavy that we were obliged to attack the village. 
They fled when we reached it, and the Sappers pursued to the fort, but 
were so exhausted by the man;h from Futteeabad and the previous oper- 
ations, that the enemy was able to cuter and bamcade the gate. Their 
fire was kept down by one party of the Sappers, while the rest climbed 
on eacli other’s shoulders over a half-repaired bastion, about eight feet 
high, and covered with thorns. The enemy fled over the walls on the 
other side, leaving the rear-gate barricaded. This, and descending from 
tlie walls, lost so much time that pursuit was nearly hopeless, so far as 
our now exhausted men were concerned. We pressea on witii the least 
fatigued, however, and keeping up to the hills, forced th(j enemy into 
ground, our cavalry were approaching, and we had the satisfaction of 
seeing the cavalry overtake and attack them. 

Parties were directed to destroy the forts abandoned on the cavalry 
approaching, wlxile with a few men I pushed on to the last village near 
the hills. There we surprised the enemy, whose head-quarters were 
there, driving them out of the village and adjoining camp, and obtaining 
their tents, cattle, and ammunition, and a good quantity of provisions. 
Tiie enemy (wiio were evidently the Jezailchees from Cabool) fled to the 
hills, the tire of which swept the village. 

1 was now directed to take a party of Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, the 
Sappers being now worn out, except about six men, and attacdv the hills ; 
the first and second heights were carried at the point of the bayonet, and 
Hanking parties having turned the shoulders of the high range, we were 
advancing up it when the main force arrived, and our further progress 
was sta)*ed. My separate command now ceased, and 1 >jfas soon after 
ordered with the Sappers to head-quarters. 

The conduct of the troops, officers and men, European and Native, 
was admirable ; and it is due to the 26tli Native Infantry to mention, 
that, in storming the second height with a party of Her Majesty’s 9th 
I'oot, a p^ty of the former corps joined us, and behaved with the same 
.'Spirit as the rest. 

I have, &c., 

G. BhOADFOOT. 


No. 473 . — Return of Killed^ Wounded, and Missing of Troops 
under the persoiial command of Major-General Pollock, 24^A 
August, 1842. ^ 

Detachment 5th Cavalry — 1 sepoy wounded ; 1 horse missing. 

3rd Irregular Cavalry — I sepoy, 1 camp follower, 3 horses, killed ; 1 Earopeau 
officer, 1 sepoy, 1 camp follower, 5 horses wounded. 

No. 6 Lt. Field Battery — 1 camp follower wounded. 

H. M. 9th Foot— 2 privates killed ; I officer, I serjeant, 7 privates, wounded. 

26th Regt. N. I. — I sepoy •killed ; 2 European officers, 4 havildars, 4 nalcks, 17 
sepoys wounded. 

K 3 
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Capt. Broadfoot’s ^orps of Sappers and Miners — 2 sepojs killed j I serjeant, 1 
native officer, 1 drammer, 4 sepoys, wounded. ^ 

Total — 2 privates, 4 sepoys, I camp follower, 3 horses killed ; 4 European offi* 
cers, 2 Serjeants, 7 privates, I native officer, 4 havildars, 4 naiks, 1 drummer, 24 
sepoys, 2 camp followers, 5 horses, bounded ; 1 horse missing. 

Names of Officers wounded. 

Captain Tait, commanding 3rd Irregular Cavalry, slightly. 

Captain R. S. Edmonds, H. M. 9th Foot, severely. 

Major G. Huish, 26th Regt. N. L severely. 

Ensign G. Robertson, 37th Rcgt. N. I. slightly. 

G. POKSONBV. 


No. 474. — Lieutenant- Colonel Taylor to Captain Havelock, 

• Camp^ Mavimoo Kkail^ August 26, 1842. 

Sir, — In my report of yesterday’s date to you, for the information of 
Major-General McCaskill, K.C., commanding the troops engaged on the 
hills and in front of Kooclee Khail, on the 24th instant, with the 
enemy, I beg to observe that I have inadvertently omitted to mention that 
Captain Taylor, of the 26th Native Infantry, was in command of that 
portion of the force, consisting of two companies of the 26th Native 
Infantry^, half a company of Her Majesty’s 9tli Foot, and about thirty or 
forty Sappers, which were so warmly engaged during the day in defence 
of the left of our position, when much pressed by the enemy retiring 
before Brigadier Tulloch’s column. TJiose troops beliaved with great 
spirit and gallantry ; and Captain Taylor deserves every praise for his 
zeal and exertions on the occasion. 

I have, &c., 

A. B. Tavlor. 

No. 475. — Major-General Enyland to Mr, Maddock, 

Camp at Quetta^ August 26, 1842. 

Sir, — In continuation of my dispatch to your address of the 19th 
instant, I have now the honor to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Right Honorable the Governor-General in Council, that I withdrew tlie 
garrison of Killa Abdoolla on the morning of the 22nd, and that the 
column and convoy under my charge arrived at this place this morning 
without difficulty or opposition. 

I shall immediately enter upon the arrangements which will be neces- 
sary to give effect to the instructions of Government, in reference to our 
removal from hence, and sliall have the honor of reporting from time to 
time the progress of these arrangements. 

I have, &c., 

R. England. 

No. 476. — Mr, Maddock to the Commissary- General, 

SMut September 12, 1842. 

Sir, — The Governor-General requests that yqu will inform him what 
measures you have adopted, or have it in contemplation to adopt, for the 
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supply of the armies which may be expected to croSwS tlfe Punjab on their 
return from Affghanistan in November and December. 

2. You must bear in mind that they will, in all probability, be accom- 
panied by large numbers of followers and have many sick and wounded. 

3. The Governor-General desires that you will, upon this subject, 
place yourself in communication with Mr. Clerk who is now at Simla. 

I have, &c., 

T. II. Maddock. 


No. 477. — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Camp, Gundamuck, August 31, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters as 
per margin* in the Secret Department. With reference to the second 
paragraph of the letter, I beg to state, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General, that I have made arrangements for 
raising a body of 200 men, armed with jezails, for the purpose of hold- 
ing posts between this and Jellalabad, for the protection of the road. I 
anticipate much advantage from the employment of these men ; but more 
particularly in security for the passage of the dawks, which have for the 
last two days been detained by a party of thieves, holdin^a position at 
Neenilah, between this and Sir Robert Sale’s camp at Fmteeabad. I 
have fixed the rates of monthly pay for these men as follows, and I trust 
that tliis arrangement will be sanctioned by the Right Honorable the 
Governor-General : — 


1 

Native Commandant at 

100 

rupees per mensem 

. . 100 

2 

Rissaldars 

. 50 

>> 

. . 100 

10 

Havildars 

. 14 

5 > 

. . 140 

2 

Standard Bearers 

. 10 

>> • 

. . 20 

1 

Mcerza or Scribe 

. 15 


15 

2 

Bheestees 

. 6 


. . 12 

200 

Privates . . . 

. 8 


. 1,600 




Total . . 

. ],987 


The rate of pay for each private is fixed at 8 rupees, on the under- 
standing that each man is to provide himself with powder and ball ; and 
no man is to b(j enlisted who cannot produce a'good sword and matchlock. 

I have, &c., 

Geo. Pollock. 


No. 478. — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Gmdamuck, August 31, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to inclose, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General of India, copy of a letter which I yes- 
terday addressed to the Adjutant-General of the Army, reporting my 
return to this camp, with the troops therein detailed. The village of 

* Allahabad, August 9, 1842 j Allahabad, August lo, 1842. 

K 3 2 



468 


Mamoo Khail is fxot on the road to Cabool ; as the enemy had taken up 
a position there, it was necessary to attack and disperse them, and to 
punish the inhabitants of the village for having harboured them. But 
these ol^ects being attained, my return to this position became desirable, 
for the purpose of collecting supplies, and making all the arrangements 
for an advance upon Cabool. 

A party of 200 horsemen is said to be on the road between this and 
Saarkhab ; and the brother of Mahomed Shah Ghilzye, and some other 
chiefs are said to be at Hissaruck with some followers ; but they are in 
want of pay and in a disorganized state. 

I have, &c., 

Geo. Pollock. 


No. 479. — Mr, Maddoch to Major-General Pollock, 

Simla, September 13 , 1842 . 

Sir, — I am directed by the Governor- General to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 1st instant, announcing the unexpected 
arrival of Prince Futteh Jung in your camp. 

2. It is satisfactory to his Lordship to be informed of his Royal 
Highness’s ^ety. 

3. Whe* the movement of Major-General Nott upon Cabool was 
first contemplated, the Governor-General directed that Prince Tiinonr 
should not accompany the army of Major-General Nott, but should be 
sent with the portion of the force retiring by Siiide, his Lordship being 
unwilling to give to Pinnce Timour any appearance of wsupport, and to 
divide, in any manner, the party attached to the family of the late Shah 
Shooja at Cabool. 

4. Prince Timor has, accorc^ngly, accompanied Major-General 
England’s column. 

5. No event has occurred to alter, in the slightest degree, the Gover- 
nor-General’s original determination to abstain, under the present 
circumstances of Aftghanistan, from recognizing, as Sovereign any pre- 
tender to the throne of Cabool. At the same time, his Lordship directs 
me to renew the expression of his willingness, and of his desire, to be 
enabled to recognize, at the earliest period, a Government in Cabool, 
supported by the Afighans themselves, and capable of maintaining 
relations of friendship with neighbouring States. , 

6. The Governor-General cannot, however, delegate the power of 
recognizing a new Sovereign or Government ; and you will report to his 
Lordship every circumstance tending in your opinion to guide liis judg- 
ment in deciding upon that most important point. 

7. If the Prince Futteh Jung should be still in your camp, when you 
receive this letter, or if you should have the means of communication 
with him, you are desired to inform his Royal Highness that, whatever 
may be the choice of a Sovereign made by the Afighan chiefs and people, 
his Lordship considers that the decease of his Majesty Shah Shooja, and 
recent events, have practically abrogated the Tripartite Treaty, entered 
into between the British Government, the late Maharajah Runjeet Sing, 
and the late Shah Shooja 5 and it may be advisable that, on any fitting 
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occasion, you should intimate to the* Afighan chiefs, ^that such is the 
understanding of the British Government. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 

No. 480. — Mr. Maddock to Major-General Polloelu 

Simla^ September 13, 1842. 

Sir, — The Gov’ernor-General directs me to inform you that, in the 
event of the prisoners not being in your hands when you receive tliis 
letter, his Lordship deems it expedient that you should cause it to be 
intimated to Mahomed Akbar Khan that, in the event of any further 
delay taking place in ‘their delivery to you, upon the proposed condition 
of the release of all the Affghan prisoners in our hands, it is his Lord- 
ship’s intention to remove Mahomed Akbar Khan’s family from Loodiana ; 
and that it is under his Lordship’s consideration, whether Mahomed 
Akbar Khan’s wife and children should not be immediately sent to 
Calcutta, and eventually to England. 

2. Mahomed Akbar Khan must be aware that the Government in 
England cannot afford to any one education in the Mahomedan faith, and 
that there are no means of obtaining it there. 

I have, &c., * 

T. H. MAddock. 

No. 481. — The Governor- General of India to Major-General. 

Pollock. 

Simian September IG, 1842. 

General, — Before you receive this letter every attainable object of 
your advance upon Cabool must have been accomplished, and you will be 
considering the period and the means of your niturri. 

The efforts of the Commissariat are unremitting to increase the carri- 
age at your disposal ; ^o that there may be ample supply for the whole of 
your force and Major-General Nott’s. 

1 have directed that the same machinery which was before employed 
may be again put in motion, for the purpose of procuring for you every 
mule, in the upper provinces, capable of service. 

These will meet you on your march to the Sutlej, and fill up your 
losses. The Commissariat has already received an intimation that pre- 
parations must immediately be made for provisioning your army on its 
march to the provinces. 

The Rtate of the Punjab is such, that you should not depend upon the 
country for your daily supplies. I have desired that you may have the 
means of carrying ten or fourteen days’ provision. 

The state of the Punjab to which I have adverted, makes me even more 
anxious than I have always been to see your army on this side of the 
Sutlej. I hope that no conflict between the parties at Lahore will take 
place, so as to interfere, in any way, with the passage of the animals sent, 
ah(P" to be sent to you ; or with your obtaining the necessary supplies ; 
hut you must consider such events as absolutely impossible. 
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Under all circumstances so imperatively demanding your return, I trust 
you will not permit any consideration whatever to delay your homeward 
march ; but will put your army in motion for India at the earliest possible 
period, under the impression that no greater calamity could befall us, 
than your remaining at Cabool during the winter. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenborough. 

No. 482. — Mr. Maddock to Mr. Clerk. 

Stmla^ September 21, 1842. 

Sir, — I am directed by the Governor-General to transmit to you the 
inclosed extract from a letter from Major-General Pollock to the Adju- 
tant-General of the army, showing the extreme disappointment tlie Major- 
General had experienced through the delay of' the march of 500 bullocks, 
liired at Peshawur, and 700 camels, between Attock and that place. 

2. The Governor-General desires that you will, as far as you can, 
ascertain the cause of this delay, so injurious to the Major-General’s 
combinations ; and especially, whether the Sikh authorities in any man- 
ner contributed to this untoward detention of the animals, by want of 
zeal in the execution of orders, or by throwing difficulties in the way of 
our officers. 

3. The Commissary- General has been instructed to execute a strict 
inquiry upon the subject. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 

No. 4'83. — Mr. Hamilton^ Secretary to the Government in the North-’ 
West Provinces^ to Mr. Maddock. 

September 6, 1842. 

(Extract.) — Colonel. Gwatkin has reported the departure of the last 
drove of the baggage-train from Ilauppcr, on the 22nd ultimo. 

2. 2,230 mules are reported by Lieutenant the Honorable R. Byng, 

to have crossed the Sutlej up to the 19th ultimo ; and divisions of 500 
will be forwarded, at regular intervals, until the whole 4,500 have passed 
on. Lieutenant Ryng has been directed to proceed to Peshawur with as 
much expedition as possible, to arrange for the distribution of the train 
under Major-General Pollock’s orders, and to prevent any delay en route. 

No. 484. — The Governor” General of India to the Secret 
Committee. 


Simla, October 5, No. 43, 1 842. 

Honorable Sirs, — The dispatches from Major-Generals Pollock and 
Nott, which accompany this letter will inform you that, on the 30th 
August, Major-General Nott defeated Shumsoodeeii Khan, about thirty- 
eight miles from Ghuznee ; and on the .5th again, on the heights, on 
the north-east of Ghuznee ; against which place batteries were prepared, 
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on the night of the 5th, but the enemy evacuated the ^own and citadel 
during that night, and they were taken possession of by Major-General 
Nott’s troops at daylight on the 6th. 

The work of demolition was carried on during the 7th and 8th ; and, 
on the 9th, Major-General Nott’s army left Ghuznee, leaving the gates and 
princijial buildings on fire, and having totally destroyed th^ citadel, and 
made breaches in the walls, which, without immediate repair, must fall 
during the winter. 

On the 8th of September, Major-General Pollock defeated the Ghilzyes 
and Jezailchees of Mahomed Akbar ; and, on tlie 13th, the Major- 
General entirely defeated Mahomed Akbar, at the head of 16,000 men, 
at Tezeen. 

On the 16th, Cabool and the Bala Hissar were occupied by the British 
troops. 

On the 17th, the army of Major-General Nott arrived within five miles 
of Cabool. 

Such of the prisoners, taken by the Affghans on the retreat from Ca- 
bool, as were near Cabool, came into the British camp on the 15th. 700 

Kuzzil bashes, with Sir Richmond Shakespear, left Cabool for the 
Bameean road, on which the remaining prisoners had been carried ; and 
it was expected on the 17th that, on the following day, they might be 
delivered up to Sir Richmond Shakespear. 

The feelings with which I have regarded these successful operations 
will be seen on a persual of the general orders prefixed to the dispatches 
published on the 21st and 30th ultimo. 

It appears by a letter (private) from Major Outram, of the 20th ultimo, 
that, on the preceding day. Colonel Reid, with the first column of Major- 
General England’s army, arrived safely at Dadur. The second column 
will have left Quetta on the 21st ; and the left was to move about the 
1 st of this month. 

I have, &c., 

Ellenborough. 


No. 485. — Major-General Pollock to Major-General Lumletf, 

Camp^ Soorkab, September 7 , 1842 . 

Sir, — I have the honor to report, for the information of his Excelleifcy 
the Commander-in-Cliief, that 1 marched from Gundarnuck this morn- 
ing with the first division of the troops, under the immediate command 
of Major-General Sir R. Sale, G.C.B., as follows : — 

First Division^ under the command of Majbr-General Sir Jl. 
Sale, G.C.B. 

Two guns, 3rd Troop, 1st Battalion Horse Artillery ; 6 guns. No. 6, 
Light Field Battery ; 3 guns. Mountain Train ; Her Majesty’s 3rd Light 
Dragoons ; 1 squadron, 1st Light Cavalry ; 3 Rissallahs 3rd Irregular 
Cavalry ; Her Majesty’s 9th Foot ; Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry ; 
16th Native Infantry ; 35th Light Infantry ; 5th Company, Sappers and 
Miners ; Broadfoot’s Sappers ; Makeson’s Bildars. 
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Secofid Dwision^^^undei' the command of Major^Gmeral McCaskilh 

Two guns, 3rd Troop, 1st Brigade ; 2 guns, 3rd Troop, 2nd Brigade ; 
2 squadrons and head-quarter 1st Light Calvalry ; 3 Rissallahs 3rd Irre- 
gular Cavalry ; Her Majesty’s 31st Foot ; right wing 33rd Native In- 
fantry ; right wing 60th Native Infantry ; Sikh contingent consisting of 
200 horse, SlbO infantry, 5 camel guns, 10 long jezails. 

Troops at Gundamuch 

Two guns, 3rd Troop, 2nd Brigade ; 1 squadron 5 th Light Cavalry ; 
1 squadron and head-quarter 10th Light Cavalry ; left wing 33rd Native 
Infantry ; left wing 60th Native Infantry. 

The Second Division will march under the command of Major-General 
McCaskill, K.H., to-morrow morning, and will be accompanied by the 
Sikh Contingent which arrived at Gundamuck yesterday. 

I was under the necessity of leaving at Gundamuck the troops above- 
mentioned, and have written to have the party strengthened by a squad- 
ron of cav/ilry and a wing of native infantry from Jellalabad. I have 
left an officer of engineers, and have ordered up a commissariat officer 
from Jellalabad to collect supplies for our return. 

The camp will be entrenched, and it is in a good position. 

I should hardly have considered it safe leaving the party at Gundamuck 
but that 1,000 Sikhs will arrive there to-morrow, and the remainder will 
follow in a few days. It will be a great object having a depot of supplies 
on our return to Gundamuck. 

With reference to the great want of carriage-cattle which I have ex- 
perienced, I consider it my duty to report, that 500 bullocks were hired 
last month at Peshawur to go to Cabool ; they were dispatched on the 
22nd ultimo, and might with case have reached me, but they did not 
come, and I have since heard that they did not leave Jumrood till the 
30th. It has occasioned me very great disappointment. The unaccount- 
able detention also of about 600 camels, between Attock and Peshawur, 
has been another source of annoyance, for, with the known difficulties I 
liave had to contend against, they might have reached me by forced 
marches carrying no loads. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

ISO. 486 . — Notification by the Governor* General of India, 

Simla, September 21 , 1842 . 

The Governor-General has this day received the reports of three 
victories obtained on 'the 30th of August, by Major-General Nott, over 
1 2,000 Affghans thirty-eight miles south-west of Ghuznee ; on the 8th 
of September, by Major-General Pollock, over the troops of Mahomed 
Akbar Khan, and the Ghilzye chiefs at Jugdulluck ; and on the 16th of 
June by the expedition on the coast of China, within the mouth of the 
River Yang-tse-Kiang, at the city of Woosung. 

In this last operation and those immediately succeeding it, Vice-Ad- 
miral Sir W. Parker and Lieutenant-General Sir Hugh Gough took *364 
guns from the Chinese. 
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On tlie 3rd of Septeml)er, Major-General Nott had advanced to Nanec, 
within a short march of GImznee. 

On the 9th of September, Major-General Pollock had advaiKsed to 
Kutta Sung, and had experienced no opposition. 

Formed as the troops under Major-General Nott have mostly been, 
by four years of constant service, and • habituated as they have been to^ 
victory under their able commander, the Governor-General had antici- 
pated their success against any force which could be brought against 
them. It is to the Governor-General a subject of sincere satisfaction, 
that ^ the events of this campaign should have opened a more extensive 
field to that brave army on which it may make manifest to the world the 
high cpialities wliicdi he has long known it to possess. 

Major-General Pollock has, through the prudence of his arrangements, 
and the correctness of tlie movements directed b}- him, had the gratifica- 
tion of affording to his troojis the opportunity of proviiig their siiperi- 
ority to the Aifglians, on the very scone of the last disai^ter on the 
ret#at from Cabool : and xMajor-Geiieral Sir R. Sale, at tluj head of the 
garrison of Jellalabad, wortliily supported by tlie reinforcements from 
India, lias had the glory of leading the army on its triumphant return to 
(he cajiital of Aflglianistan. 

Tlie Governor-General regards with the highest •admiration the nolile 
ardour which lias, in tliese several operations, boon manifested eijually by 
the ofHcers and soldiers of both nations and of all arms. lie sees in the 
successes already obtained the certain promise of other more decisive 
victories, calculated to impress upon all the enemies of the British Go- 
vernment a conviction of the futility of resistance to the forces under his 
direction, and tending, under the continued favour of Providence, to. effect 
the fii;st object of his desire, the restoration of peace to Asia. 

• / By order, &c., 

T. H. Maddocic. , 

No. 487. — Major-General Pollock to Mr, Muddock, . ' 

Camj)^ Kutta September 9, 1 642. 

Sir, — T have the lionor to forward, for the inforiuatiori of the Ri^it 
Honorable the Governor-General, a copy of a letter which . I . have tliis 
day addressed to the Adjutant-General of tlic army, detailing th§ opera'- 
t ions against the enemy near Jugduiluck yesterday. ’ ‘ / 

I have, &c., * 

G. POLI.OCK. 

P.S. — I have this moment received two letters from Major-Gcmjral 
Nott to your address, which I have read, thinking they might contain 
information wiiich would regulate my movements. 

No. 488. — Major-General Pollock to Major-General Lumh f/, 

Camv^ Kutta Swik^ September 9, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to report, for the information of his Excellency 
the Commander-iri-Chief, that I left Soork-ab on the morning of the 8th 
instant, iu progress to Jugduiluck, with the following troops : — 
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1st Division, ^ander the comroand of Mi\jor-Goneral Sir R. Sale, 
G.C.B., 2 guns 3rd troop 1st Brigade Horse Artillery, 6 ditto No. 6 
Light^ield Battery, 3 ditto Mountain Train, Her Majesty’s 3rd Light 
Dragoons, 1 squadron 1st Light Cavalry, 3 Rissallahs 3rd Irregular 
valry, Her Majesty’s 9ih Foot, Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, 26th 
Regiment Native Infantry, 35th Regiment Light Infantry^ 5th Company 
Sappers, Broadfoot’s Sappers, Mackeson’s Bildars. 

On approaching the hills which command the road through the Pass, 
I perceived tlieir summits were occupied by a considerable number of 
men ; and a nearer view enabled me to ascertain the nature of their 
position, which was one of singular strength and difficulty of approach. 
The enemy were assembled in bodies apparently under diffiereiit chieftains 
each having a distinguishing standard. 

I'he hills they occupied formed an amphitheatre inclining towards the 
left of the road on which the troops were halted while the guns opened, 
and the enemy were thus enabled on this point to tire into tlie column, a 
deep ravine preventing any contact with them. The practice of the guns 
was excellent, yet the enemy appeared so determiiuHl on making a stand, 
that the bursting of the shells among them on the right hill, which was 
of a conical shape and difficult ascent, had not the effieet of making fluan 
relinquish it, or of slacken iug their fire, which now became heavy from 
all parts of their position, causing several casualties. 

It is witli the deepest feeling of regret I have to deplore tlie loss of 
Captain Nugent, officiating Sub- Assistant Commissary -General, who was 
shot here, and died almost immediately. I had lately received the most 
important and valuable as.sistauce from him ; the service has lost a 
promising officer, and the department to which he belonged a most 
efficient member. 

As the guns appeared fo have little otfect in forcing tin? oyeiny to quit 
tlie heights, I resolved upon attacking them. For this juirpose Caiitnin 
Broadfoot was detaclied to the extreme left of tlie enemy’s position, and 
his Sappers commenced ascending a stec]) hill, on the top of which tlie 
enemy were entrenched in a sungah. Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, were directed to cross a deep ravine and 
assault the hills on the opposite side, where the enemy held a ruined fort, 
and were with their chiefs and cavalry in coiisiilerable numbers. Her 
Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, led by Captain Wilkinson, commanding 
the regiment, attacked the hill, wiiieli may be considered the key of the 
position. The 9th, accompanied by two eoinpaiiies of the 35th Native 
Infantry, under Lieutenants Boileau and Trench ; the 1 1th by 110 men 
of the 26th, led by Captain Gahan (Major Hiiish, although present in 
the field, was prevented by Iiis wmnnd, received at Mainoo Kliail, from 
assuming the coinniand), rushed up the height simultaneously, and the 
animated and enthusiastic cheer they gave seemed to strike a panic in the 
enemy, for they dared not wait the collision, but fled down the hills, and 
were enabled to escape chastisement by the nature of the ground, which 
was so well calculated to favor their retreat. At this moment Major 
Lockwood, with Her Majesty’s 3rd Light Dragoons, galloped nj), and had 
very nearly succeeded in overtaking the enemy’s cavalry ; but I am sorry 
to say, they also effected their safety by flight. 

Captain Broadfoot had completely succeeded in the attack he made, 
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and the enemy were dispersed in every direction, a largfe body of them 
retiring to the summit of a high mountain. On this apparently inacces- 
sible heiglit they planted their standards, and showed every demcmstra- 
tion of maintaining it. As the achievements of the day would haWheen 
incomplete were they suffered to remain, I decided upon dislodging them. 
The troops named in the margin,* advanced under cQver of Captain 
Abbott’s guns, and those of Captain Backhouse’s mountain Train. Sel- 
dom have soldiers had a more arduous task to perform, and never was an 
undertaking of the kind surj)assed in execution ; these lofty heights were 
assaulted in two columns, led by Captains Wilkinson and Broadfoot ; the 
discorntited Chilzyes not relisliing an encounter, betook themselves to 
flight, carrying away their standards, and leaving our troops in quiet 
])ossession of their last and least assailable stronghold. 

It gratifies me to be enabled to state, that we have thus signally 
defeated, with one division of the troops, the most powerful tribes and the 
most inveterate of our enemies, the original instigators and principal 
actors in those disturbances which entailed such disasters on our troops 
last winter. The following are the chiefs who were present in the 
action : — 

IJzoez Khan, Gool Mahomed Khan, Saadut Mcen Khan — Jobber 
Klieil Ghilzyes. 

Khodah Buksb Khan, Azul Khan, and Khojeh xMahomed Shall Khan. — 
Chiefs of Tezeen, Babukkur Kheil Ghilzyes. 

Sirdar Khyroolla Khan, Barukzye, Shah Ghafee Khan, Gool Ghilzye, 
Hajee Ali Tajick. — Sent by Mahomed Akbar Khan from Cabool, to co- 
oi)erate witli the Ghilzyes. 

Ibrahim Khan, and Mullick Suddoo. — Lughman Chiefs. 

Tli(^ petty chiefs of llissaruek were also engaged, and indeed the whole 
strength of the Ghilzye force may be considered to have been brought 
against us, iminbering, on this occasion, from four to live thousand men. 

Let me now ex^iressiiow much I owe to the brave officers and soldiers 
who have thus gallantly asserted their superiority iii arms; were I to 
name all who merit eulogy, 1 should feci obliged to enumerate every 
olii(a*r who was jmvsimt. 

1 feel considerable dilRdeiice in mentioning the name of Major-General 
Sir R. Sah^, G.C.B., whose heroic conduct in the field stands so little in 
iuhhI of my coTiiineiidation. On this occasion 1 was an eye-witness to the 
j)ersonal intrcjiidity of this highly-distinguished officer, as he led up the 
lieiglits in advance of his own regiment under a very hot fire. 

To tlie ofliecrs in command of regiments and detachments, and to the 
heads of departments, also to the officers of my personal and the general 
staff; 1 feel esp(?c.ially indebted to the zealous and efficient manner in which 
they performed tlieir respective duties ; and 1 trust his Excellency the 
Commander-in-Cliief will bring to the notice of his Lordship the Govern- 
or-General, that (ivery individual engaged has exerted himself to the 
utmost to serve his country. 


* Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, 1 company 20tli Native Infantry, 1 ditto 
35th Light Infantry, 5th company Sappers under Lieutenant Becher, Broadfoot’s 
Sappers. 


L 3 2 
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if have the honoc to inclose a rough sketch of the scene of operation^ 
and a return of the killed and wounded. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 

Return of Killed, Wounded, and Missing, of the Troops of the Division of the 
Advance under the command of Major-General Sir 7?. Sale, at the Storming 
of the Heights of Jugdulluck, on the Sth of September, 1842, 

General Staff — 1 officer killed ; 1 officer wounded. 

No. 6, Light Field Battery — I native officer. 2 privates, wounded. 

Mounted Train— 1 sergeant, I private, 1 driver, wounded ; 1 mule, killed. 

Her Majesty’s 3rd Light Dragoons — 2 troopers, wounded. 

Squadron 1st Light Cavalry — 1 horse killed. 

Head- Quarters and Detachment 3rd Irregular Cavalry — 1 trooper, 1 horse, killed ; 
2 troopers, 3 horses, wounded. 

.5th Company Sappers — 1 private wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 9th Regiment — 1 sergeant, 2 privates, killed ; 1 sergeant, IG pri- 
vates, wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry — I private, killed ; 2 serjeants, 12th privates, 
wounded. • 

26th Regiment of Native Infantry — 1 naick, 4 sepoys, wounded. 

25th Ligiit Infantry — 4 privates, wounded. 

Captain Broadfoot’s Sappers — 1 sergeant, 5 privates, wounded. 

Total — I officer, 1 serjeant, 4 privates, 2 horses, 1 mule, killed j I officer, 1 native 
officer, 5 sergeants, 1 naick, 50 privates, 3 horses, wounded. 

Total of all ranks killed and wounded 64. 

Remarks. 

Captain Nugent, Sub- Assistant Commissary- General, killed, and Major-General 
Sir It. Sale, K.C.B., slightly wounded. 

One dooly hearer killed, and one wounded. 

One camp-follower wounded. 

G. PONSONBY. 

No* 489. — Major-General Nott to Mr. Maddock. 

Camp, Kareez Gasman Khan^ August 29, 1842. 
SiK, — 1 have the lioiior to acquaint you, that on tlie morning of the 
18th instant, a body of the enemy attacked our rear guard. I direetcHl 
the officer in command of the cavalry to detach a party to assist in 
dispersing it. 

The accuiripanyiiig letter from Captain Christie details the result. 

. I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 490. — Captain Christie to Captain Delamain. 

Camp, Kareez Gasman Khan^ Aiignst 28, 1 842, 
Stu, — A greeably to the instructions conveyed to me through Lieute- 
nant Forbes, Adjutant 3rd Light Cavalry, I proceeded to the rear with 
two rissallahs of the 1st Bengal Irregular Cavalry, and three rissallahs of 
Jny own regiment, and now do myself the honor to report the result as 
follows, for the information of Major-General Nott : — 

I proceeded at a trot for about n mile and a half, when we were closing 
well with the eiienjy ; all of a sudden we came on a ravine with steep 
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sides, which, for a time, completely brought us up ; however, we managed 
to file down and form again on the opposite side. This delay allowed 
the enemy to move a long way a-head ; but getting the detachment into 
a smart gallon, we succeeded in coming up with them just as the foremost 
of them haa reached the Bottom of the hills. cut up about fifty of 
them ; Lieutenant Chamberlain’s party from the other flank destroyed 
twelve more. 

The erfemy, I should think, amounted to about 300 horse and foot. 

Every man did his duty ; so it is impossible to offer any remark on 
individuals ; and I shall only add, that I was quite satisfied with the 
conduct of all. 

I beg to return lists of the killed and wound. 

I have, &c. 

J. Christie. 

No. 491. — Major- Genei'al Nott to Mr. Maddock. 

Camp^ Gonine^ 38 miles S.W. of Gliuznee^ August 31 , 1842 . 

Sir, — I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Right Honorable the Governor-General of India, that Shumsoodeen, the 
Aflghan governor of the fortress of Ghuzriee, brought nearly the whole of 
his army, about 12,000 men, into the vicinity of my camp yesterday, at 
three o’clock r. m. 

I moved out with onc-half of my force : the en^piy advanced in the 
most bold and gallant manner, each division cheering as they came into 
jiosition, their left being upon a hill of some elevation, their centre and 
right along a low ridge until their flank rested on a fort filled with 
men ; they opened a fft’c of small arms, supported by two six-pounder 
horse artillery guns, which were admirably served : our columns advanced 
upon the difl’erent points with great regularity and steadiness, and, after 
a short and spirited contest, completely defeated the enemy, capturing 
their guns, tents, ammunition, &c., and dispersing them in every direc- 
tion. One hour’s more daylight would have enabled me to destroy the 
infantry. 

Shumsoodeen fled in the direction of Ghuznee, accompanied by about 
thirty horsemen. 

I inclose a list of killed and wounded on the 28th and 30th instant ; 
also a return of ordnance, ammunition, &c. &c., taken from the enemy. 

The behaviour of the troops, both European and Native, was such as I 
anticipated, and afforded me complete satisfaction. 

1 beg leave to bring to the favourable notice of the Right Honorable 
the Governor-General of India, the undermentioned officers : many of 
them have served under my command for the last three years, and have 
been conspicuous for their zeal and gallantry in the various affairs which 
have occurred with the enemy during that period, and especially in the 
action of the 12tli of January last, and have invariably upheld the reputa- 
tion of our arms, and the honour of our country. 

Brigadier, Wymer, commanding the 1st Infantry Brigade ; Lieutenant- 
Colonel McLaren, commanding 16th Regiment Native Infantry ; Major 
llibbert, commanding Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment ; Captain Burney, 
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commanding 38tlv Regiment Native Infantry ; Captain's Christie . and 
Haldane, commanding corps of Bengal Irregular Cavalry ; Major Sotheby, 
commanding the Artillery ; Captain Blood, commanding Bombay Foot 
Artillery ; Major Sanders, Bengal Engineers ; . Lieutenants^ North and 
Studdert, Bombay* Bllgineers. Majors I^eech and Rawlinson, of the 
jxditical department, attended me in tlie field, and rendered me great 
assistance in conveying my orders. 

My best thanks are due to my staffs Captain Polwhele,* Deputy 
Assistant- Adjutant-General, Captain Waterfield, Aide-de-Gamp, Lieute- 
nant Tytler, I)%>uty Assistant-Quarter-Master-C^neral. 

Annexed is a letter from Brigadier Wymer, speaking in the highest 
terms of his Brigade-Major, Captain T. H. Scott, of the 38th Regiment 
Native Infantry. I fully appreciate tliis excellent officer’s merits ; he 
has been with me in four actions. I trust I sliall not be thouglit pre- 
sumptuous in expressing a hope that he will receive some mark of the 
favour of Government, by Brevet or otherwise. 

I cannot close this dispatch without expressing my admiration of the 
crashing and gallant conduct, rapid movement, and correct practice of 
Captain Anderson’s troop of Bengal Horse Artillery ; nothing could 
exceed it ; and I beg leave to bring this officer, and Lieutenant Turner, 
attached to the same troop, to the particular notice of his Lordship, as 
officers who have on many occasions rendered me most essential service. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 


No. 492 . — Brigadier Wymer to Major-General Nott 

Camp^ Chuppakhana^ September 1, 1842. 

Sm, — Adverting to division orders of yesterday, (‘xpressive of your 
praise and thanks ffe the troops employed under your command in action 
with the enemy on the afternoon of the 30th instant, I hope you will not 
consider it ill-judged on my part, bringing to your favorable notice tlie 
valuable assistance I derived from the active services of Captain Scott, 
Major of Brigade to the 1st Infantry Brigade, under my command, wlif>se 
exertions during the fight on that day, demand and merit my best praise 
and acknowledgments. I’his being the second time of the dis])lay of 
Captain Scott’s abilities when in action with the enemy, as my personal 
Staff, will, I hope, plead my apology for recommending him to your 
notice, and the fiivorable consideration of Government, in any way you 
may have it in your power to mention him as a meritorious and deserving 
officer. 

I have, &c., 

G. P. Wymer. 

Iteiurn of Killed^ Wounded, and Missing of the Field Force under the command of 
Major-General William Nott, in the Engagements with the Enemy on the 2Sth and 
30th of August, 1842. 

2nd Troop Bengal Irregular Horse Artillery — 1 syce, 1 horse, wounded. 

3rd Company ist Battalion Bombay Artillery — 1 bearer, killed, 1 gunner, 1 trum- 
peter, 1 private, 1 driver, 2 horses, wounded. 

3rd Regiment Bombay Light Cavalry — 1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 jemadar, 4 
havildars, I farrier, 10 privates, 6 horses, killed j 2 lieutenants, 1 jemadar, 1 trum- 
peter, 5 privates, 4 horses, wounded. 
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Isi Regiment Bengal Irregylar Cavalry — 1 havildar, 11 privjiteS) killed ; 1 j^Moa- 
dar, 2 havildars, 12 privates, 16 horses, wounded ; 9 horses missing. 

(Christie’s Horse— 2 havildars, 5 privates, 19 horses, killed ; 1 lieutenant, 1 jemadar, 
13 privates. 17 horses, wounded ; 4 horses, missing. 

Her Majesty’s 40tliJRegiment of Foot — I lieutenant, 2 corporals, 10 privates, 
wounded. * • 

Her Majesty’s 41st Regiment of Foot — 1 corporal, 3 privates, 1 tent lascar, 1 
bheestie, wounded. 

16th Regiment Bengal Native Infantry — 2 privates, wounded. 

42tid Regiment Bengal Native Infantry — 1 private, wounded. 

Total — captain, 1 lieutenant, 1 jemadar, 7 havildars, 1 farrier 26 privates, 1 
bearer, 25 horses, killed ; 4 lieutenants, 5 jemadars, 2 havildars, 3 corporals, 1 gun- 
ner. 2 trumpeters, 47 privates, 1 tent lascar, 1 bheestie, 1 syce, 1 driver, 40 horses, 
wounded; 1.3 horses, missing. • 

Grand Total — 104 officers and men, 65 horses, killed and wounded ; 13 horses 
missing. 

Officers killed. 

Captain IT. Bury, 3rd Regiment Bombay Light Cavalry. 

Brevet Captain G. O. Reeves, 3rd Regiment Bombay Light Cavalry, 

Officers wounded. 

Brevet Captain G. S. Ravenscroft, 3rd Regiment Bombay Light Cavalry. 

Lieutenant T. A. Mackenzie. 3rd Regiment Bombay Light Cavalry. 

Lieutenant Meason, Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment of Foot. 

Lieutenant N. B. Chamberlain, Christie’s Horse. 

W. Nott. 

Return of Ordnance^ Amimmthm., captured In Action with the 

Enemy ^ by the Field Force under the command of Major’- General 

Nott^ on the *Mth Avyast. 

Cainp^ Goniney August 31, isfc. 

2 field carriages with liijibers (one broken by our shot and left on the 
field), 4{),()()0 musket ball cartridges (as originally packed in the Honor- 
able Company’s magazines, destroyed on the enemy’s encamping ground), 

1 32 filled six-pounder cartridges (destroyed on the enemy’s encamping 
ground), 4 sets of unserviceable harness, 4 horses, 2 brass six-pounders, 

unserviceable 6-pounder common case shot, 24 unserviceable six-poun- 
der hammered round shot. 

F. S. SOTIIEBY. 


No, 493. — IJcutenant- Colonel Pow<dU Adjutant-General qf the 
Bombay Armify to Lieutenant- Colonel Melville Military Secretary 
to Government^ Bombay. 

Poonny November 2, 1 842. 

Sin, — I am directed by the Commander-in-Chief to transmit to you 
the inclosed official note from Captain C. Dclamain, commanding the 3rd 
Regiment Light Cavalry djited Cabool, the 26th September last, report- 
ing the particulars of the affair in which Captain Bury, and Brevet-Cap- 
tain Reeves with sixteen men of that regiment were killed, which his 
Excellency begs you will submit for the information of the Honorable 
llie Governor in Council. 

I have, &c., 


S. Powell. 
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No. 494 . — Captkin Delamain to the Adjutant General of the Army. 

Cahooly September 26, 1842. 

(Extract,) — Being temporarily removed from the Bombay Presidency, 
it the more becomes my painful duty to report to you* with the least pos- 
sible delay, for the information of his Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief, the death of Captain Bury, and also of Brevet-Captain Reeves of 
the regiment at present under my command, who, together with sixteen 
native officers non-commissioned officers and troopers were killed in an 
encounter with the enemy under Sirdar Shumsoodeen.Khan on the 28th 
ultimo. 

The cavalry first turned out on an alarm of grass-cutters being cut up, 
and having proceeded about four miles, the enemy appearing in small 
bodies, a troop was dispatched under Captain Bury to cut up some fifteen 
men making for the hills, which having effected, he rejoined the main 
body. The enemy now showed to the amount of 5,000 or 6,000 horse 
and foot ; when it became necessary to retire, which was conducted in 
the most orderly manner at a walk for about a mile. The enemy had 
now, however, closed in, in great numbers, to within fifty or sixty yards, 
and pouring in a very heavy fire, it became necessary to niiike an effort 
to drive him to a greater distance. I, therefore, ordered the squadrons 
(two in open column) to front, and directed Captain Bury to lead his 
to the cliarge. This was done in the best sjiirit by all, and they closed 
with the enemy ; but being met on the rise of the Iiill by a tre- 
mendous fire from matchlockmen, in addition to the horse opposed to 
them, they were, I regret to say, hurled back in disorder, carrying the 
remainder with them. It is, however, to the credit of the men, that at 
the distance of three or four hundred yards, they rallied being still under 
a heavy fire, and the retreat was conducted in the best order. Captain 
Bury was cut down whilst gallantly leading the charge ; Captain Reeves 
and many men being shot in the same advance. In addition to the 
above, I am sorry to have to add that Brevet-Captain Ravenscroft and 
Lieutenant Mackenzie were severely wounded ; the former in the first 
attack, Lieutenant Mackenzie in the second — they are both doing well. 
Eight men, including Soobadar Major, wounded. Six horses killed. 


No. 495 . — General Orders by the Governor- General of India. 

Simluy September 30, 1842. 

The Governor-General announces to the army and to the people of 
India, the occupation of Ghuznee by Major-General Nott, on the 6th of 
September, and its entire destruction by the Candahar division of the 
army. 

Major-General Nott had the satisfaction of releasing in the neighbour- 
hood of Ghuznee three hundred and twenty-seven Sepoys of the 17th 
Native Infantry, from the slavery to which they had beCn reduced by the 
A%hans. 

The Governor-General likewise announces the complete defeat of 
Mahomed Akbar Khan at the head of 16,000 men at Tezeen, on the 13tlf 
of September, by Major-General Pollock, and the occupation of Cabool 
by the troops under tliat General, on the 16th of September. 
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The BritiBh flag now waves in triuii[)]>h from the Iilghest point of tlie 
■Ihila Ilissar. 

Thus have all past disasters been retrieved and avenged on every scene 
on which they were sustained ; and repeated victories in the field, and 
•the capture of the cities and citadds of Ghuznee and Cabool, have 
advanced the glory, and established the accustomed superiority of the 
British arms. ^ 

The Governoi'-General has derived much satisfaction from the report 
made by Major-General Pollock, of the admirable conduct of the troops 
of His Highness the Maharajah Shere Sing, acting in co-operation with 
the British army. 

The Governor- General rejoices in this new proof of the cordial good 
nnderstanding which prevails between the British Government and that 
of Lahore. 

The report of Major-General Pollock leads the Governor- General to 
expect that, long before this da}", Jill the British prisoners taken by the 
Atlghans will have been brought into the GeneraFs camp. Those who 
had been left near Cabool were already at liberty. 

The Governor-General, in the name of the Government and of all the 
}»eople of India, oflers to Major-General Pollock and Major-General Nott, 
and all the officers and troops under their respective commands, his 
gratcfid and heartfelt acknowledgments of the important services they 
iiave perfornted. 

The Governor-General directs that the recent successes obtained by 
th(* armies iu Aflghaiustnn be fully made known to all the troops at all 
stations of the army, and that at all those stations a salute of 21 guns 
be iired for tlicj caj)tiire of (ihuznee, and a suullar salute for the capture 
of (’nbool. 

By (orders, kc., 

T. IL Maddock. 

No. 4DG. — Major-General Noit io Mr* Maddoch* 

Cavip, Ghuznee^ September 8 , 1842 . 

My dispatch of the 3 1st ultimo will have informed you of niy having 
def{ ated the Aftglian army commanded by Shinnsoodecn. 

On the mi?rjiing of tlic 4th instdnt, 1 moved on Ghuznee. I found the 
vlty full of men, and a range of mountains riiiining north-east of the 
fortrc'ss covered by heavy bodies of cavalry and infantry ; the gardens 
and ravines near the town were also occupied. The enemy had received 
a considerable reinforcement from Cabool, under Sultan Jan. 

1 directed Major Sanders, of the Bengal Engineers, to reconnoitre the 
works, under escoi-t of the 16th llegimeiit Native Infantry, and a party 
ol* irregular cavalry. This brought on some smart skirmishing, in which 
our sepoys behaved to admiration. Captain White, of Uer Majesty’s 
lOtli Ilegiraent, commanding the light companies of the arjmy, was pushed 
iorward, accompanied by Anderson’s troop of Horse Artillery, to support 
the reconnoitring party, and I at once determined on carrying the 
ememy’s mountain positions before encamping my force. The troops 
ascended the heights in gallant style, dri\ ing the enemy beibre them until 
•every })oint was gained. 
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The village of'^^Bullal is situated about 600 yards from the walls of 
Ghuznee, upon the spur of the mountain to the north-east, and observ ing 
it to be a desirable spot for preparing a heavy battery to be placed 300 
paces in advance, I ordered it to be occupied by two regiments of 
infantry and some light guns, and retired the coliimns into camp. ^ 

The engineer officers, sappers and miners, and infantry working parties 
were employed under the directions o£ Major Sanders, during the night 
of the 5th, in erecting a battery for four 18-pouiiders ; these guns were 
moved from camp before daylight on the morning of the 6th ; but, before 
they had reached the position assigned them, it was ascertained that tlie 
enemy had evacuated the fortress. 

I directed the city of Ghliznee, with its citadel, and the whole of its 
works, 1:0 be destroyed. I forward the engineer’s report. 

In these operations our loss has been much less than might have been 
expected from the numbers and positions of the enemy, and the fact of 
the troops having been necessitated to move under the range of the guns 
of the fortress. 

I inclose a list of the killed and wounded. 

The exertions of Major Sanders of the engineers, were as usual most 
zealous, and my thanks are due to him and the department under his 
charge. 

I beg to notice the following otficers : Brigadier Wyraer ; Major 
Hibbert, commanding Her Mflesty’s 40tli Regiment ; Captain Evans, iri 
temporary charge of the 16th Regiment Native Infantry,; Captain White, 
Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment, commanding the light companies of the 
force ; Major Sotheby, and officers of the Artillery. 

I have every reason to be satisfied with my Captain Polwiiele, 

Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General ; Captain Waterfield, Aidc-de-carnp ; 
Captain Ripley ; and Lieutenant Kay, Deputy Judge- Advocate-General. 

I continue to receive the greatest assistance from Major Leech. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 

P. S. — I have recovered about 327 of the sepoys of the 27th Regiment 
Bengal Native Infantry, who had been sold into slavery, and dispersed in 
villages 40 miles round Ghuznee. 


No. 497 . — Memorandum bi/ Major Sanders. 

Camp^ Itozeh, near Ghuznee^ September 9 , 1842 . 

On the morning of the 5th September 1842, General Nott moved his 
camp to take up a position before Ghuznee. An advanced party was 
ordered to protect a recon noissance of the wmrks undertaken by the engi- 
neer department. On the approach of this party to the hills north of the 
city, it was opposed in force, but was immediately supported by the 
General, and, thus reinforced, cleared the hill of the enemy, and took 
possession of the village of Bullal, within 400 yards of the city. 

The General immediately directed this important point with the heights 
near the village to be maintained, and they were occupied by two Regi- 
ments of Native Infantry and two 9-pounder guns. 
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While these operations were going on, the camp established at 
RoKch, 2^ miles from the city. The guards required for the protection 
and general duties of the camp absorbed so many iqen that but few were 
available for the duties of a siege. The General, therefore, determined 
not to invest the place in form, and directed the Engineer to concentrate 
the resources at hjs disposal in one spot, where protectioji might be most 
conveniently afford^ to the siege operations. 

With, advertence to these instructions, the Engineer proposed to 
establish a battery on the ridge of the hill north of the town, in advance 
of the village of iiullal, and distant about 350 yards from the nearest 
point of the walls. From this battery it was expected that the four 18- 
pounder guns would lay open the thin tlanl# wall connecting the citadel 
on the west with the town wall, in a few hours. The defences of the 
c itadel could be swept from the same point by the light artillery : and 
the lines of loop-holed wall wliich would bear on the advance of the 
storming party were all viewed in enfilade from the site selected for the 
iKittery. The advance of the party to the assault would hav5 been great- 
ly facilitated by the existence of a thick dam of earth across the ditch, 
immediately opposite the point marked out for the breiich. 

It was further proj)osed that the principal assault should be supported 
by two other attacks ; one an attempt to blow in the water-gate (both the 
Others having been strongly built up, and the causeways in front of them 
cut through) another to escalade a weak point near the Cabool gate, 
which would have been greatly aided by the fire of the artillery from 
the hill. 

This project met the General’s approval ; and at dusk, on the evening 
of the 5th September, a working party composed of the Sappers, and of 
160 men from the regiments occupying tlie hill, commenced work on the 
battery. By 4 a. m. on the 6th September, cover for the party had been 
secured across the ridge of the hill, and so much progress made in the 
executiuu of the work as to lead to retisonable expectation that the four 
18-pouiidcr guns and two 24-poiinder howitzers would be established in 
position, and ready to ojxjii their fire during the day. 

Early on tlie evening of the fifth, a brisk matchlock fire was kept up 
from the citadel on the hill, but this gradually slackened, and at 1 0 p, m. 
had entirely ceased. The enemy’s infantry had been observed at dusk 
crossing the river near the water-gate, with the intention, it was sup- 
posed, of attacking the working party during the night ; but towards the 
morning of the 6th, there were grounds for believing the fort was evacu- 
ated. At daylight this was ascertained to be the case by l^ieuten’ant 
North of the Engineers, who took possession at that hour of the water- 
gate, without opposition, leaving Ensign Newton and 20 Sepoys of the 
16th Native Infantry in charge of the gateway, and returning to the 
battery for further assistance. The whole of the working party was 
immediately moved into the town, of which and of the citadel of 
Ghuznee, they were in possession before sunrise. 


Edv/ard Sanders. 


m3 2 
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No. 498.- — Maji)r Sanders to Majar^ General Noff, 

Campy Rozeh^ near Ghuznee^ September 9^ 1842, 
Sir, — -On the occupation of the fortress of Glruznee by the troopt^- 
Slider your eotninand, I received orders from you to take measures for 
the destruction of the citadel, to as great an extent as the means at 
command, and the time afforded by a halt of two day^ would permit. 

2. I have now the Ironor to report, that the engineer department 
attached to your force has been employed during the 7th and 8th instant 
on the work of demolition, and to slate iJie progress effected. 

3. Fourteen mines have been sprang in the walls of the citadel, all 
with good effect. The upper fort has been completely destroyed ; the 
second line of works extensively breiiched in two places ; and the outer 
and lower walls luive tlieir reveteineiits blown down and greatly injured 
ip three places. 

4. In several spots remote from the mines, . the walls, thougli tJiey 
have not faMeii, are so seriously shaken by the explosions that, unless 
immediate and energetic measures are adopted, on the departure of your 
force, for their repair and security, they must crumble down during the 
ensuing winter. , 

5. The gateways of the town and citadel, and the roofs of the prin- 
cipal buildings, have l^n tired and are still burning. * 

* • I have, &c., 

E. Sanders. 

Return of the Kilhk, Tf'daAdierf,' and Misshuf of the Field Force under the eominand o f 
Major-General Noit* iH'ilie Eitgapefnent with the Enemy before Cihuznee, on the 61 ft 
September, 1 842. 

'2d Troop Bengal Irregular Horse Artillcrj’ — 1 horse killed j 1 private, I syce, 5 
horses, wounded. : ' 

Ist Troop Bombay Horse Artillery — 1 syce wounded. 

Sd Regiment Bombay Light Cavalry — 1 horse killed ; I horse wounded. 

1st Reginaent Bengal Irregular Cavalry — 1 private, 1 horse, killed ; 1 jemadar, 5 
privates, 7 horses, wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 40th, llegiinent- of Foot — 1 private killed ; 3 privates wounded. 

Her Maj-esty’s 4l5t Regiment of Foot — 3 privates wounded. 

2d Regiment Bengal Nf^tive Infantry — 4 privates wounded. 

IGtli Regiment Bengal. Native Infantry — 1 private killed ; 1 ensign, I havildar, 4 
naicks, 11 privates, w-ounded. 

27th Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, doing duty with IGth Native Infantry — 
1 private wounded. 

42d Regiment Bengal Native Infantry — 2 privates wounded. 

43d Regiment Bengal Native Infantry — I privates w'ounded. 

Total — 3 privates, 3 horses, killed ; 1 eusign, I jemadar, 1 havildar, 1 naicks, 34 
privates, 2 syces, 13 horses, wounded. 

Grand Total — 46 officers and men, and 1C horses. 

Officer wounded. 

Ensign Stannus, IGth Regiment Bengal Native Infantry. 

Return qf ^Ordnance Ammuwtiort captured in the Fortress of Ghuznee^ 
hij the Force tmder the cornmaiid of Major^ Gvucrtil Nott^ on the 
^th cf September , 

Camp, Ghuziiee^ September G, 1 842. 

40 dungaree bug cartridges, 100 blue lights, 35 boxes filled with 
musket ammunition, 2o Iwxes filled with gun iiminunition, 15 empty 



^munition boxes, 20 empty treasure boxes with straps, 2o,(XM) mruskec 
ball cartridges (Id, 000 of these unserviceable), about 2,000 gun and 
jingal ball cartridges, 6 field pieces, carriages, 1 garrison carriage. (> 
maunds of charcoal, 5 buff hides, 7 jingals or v/all pieces, 9 unserviccabie 
tin lanterns, 8 pigs of lead, 10 muskets witliout locks, 3 mounted brass 
light field pieces (tliree, six, and eight-pounders), 1 mounted heavy sixty-r 
eight pounder, 3 mounted and I dismounted iron light field-pieces (two, 
six, and eight-pounders), 10 jars of country ordnance powder (about 
IdOlbs. each), 1 picice of cotton rope, 1 bag of saltpetre, 60 six-pounder 
English round shot, 550 round shot of sorts, 300 one and two pouiider 
jingal round shot, 12 gun s|K)nges of sorts, 5 jezails. 

F. S. SOTHEIJY. 

No. 499. — Major-General Pollovk to Mn Miiddock, 

Camp^ near Cahoo\ September 17, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to forward, for the information of tho Right 
Honorable the Governor-General, a copy of my despatch of date tlm 
14th instant, to the address of Major-General Lumley, Adjutant-General 
of the Army. 

I have. &c., 

G. Pollock. 

No. 500, — Majors-General Pollock to Major-- General Lumlry, 

Camp^ Boothhak^ Sept. 14, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to report, for tlic information of his Excellency 
the Commander-in-Cinef, that 1 marched from Sell Baba on the llth 
instant, and arrived at Tezeen the same day, where I was joined by 
Major-General McCaskill, with the 2iid division. On the 12tli I halted, 
in consequence of the cattle of tlie 2iid division having suffered from the 
effects of fatigue caused by their forced iiiarcli : this halt the eiieiny 
imagined to be the result of h(?sitalion, and, in tlie afternoon, attacked 
the picquets on the left flank, and became so daring, that 1 considered 
it necessary to send Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, witli 240 men of Her 
Majesty’s 9th foot, to drive them back ; some sharp fighting took 
place, and the enemy was driven up the neighbouring hills, from 
the crests of which they kept up a heavy fire. Lieutenant-Colon c4 
Taylor, however, with a small party, crept up one end . of a hill, uniier- 
ceived by the enemy, who were hotly engaged in their front, and lay 
concealed until joined by a few more of his men, when, rushing on the 
flank of the astounded Affghans, he inflicted a severe lesson, pouring in 
a destructive fire upon them, as they fled down the hill. A chief- 
tain was found among the slain, who, it is supposed, was the brother 
of Khodabux Khan. The enemy remained iiioflensive on our lef’t flank, 
in consequence of this very well planned and gallant affair of Licutemiut- 
Colonel Taylor’s, and withdrew to the ..right, where they commenced a 
furious attack upon a picquet, consisting of eighty men. of the (K)th 
Regiment of Native Infantry, commanded by Lieutenant Montgo- 
mery, who sustained the assault with great resolution until reinforce- 
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rnoul s readied binf when the enemy were beaten ofT ; in this attack the 
’•ifipiet had four killed ; Lieutenant Montgomery and seventeen men 
V vw* wounded. The enemy came so close that frequent recourse was 
' fd to the bayonet. Their attempts on the picquets continued through 
ilu night, but were invariably unsuccessful. 

'Fhe valley df Tezeen, where we were encamped, is completely encir- 
< h»d by lofty hills ; and on the morning of the 13th, it wsis perceived 
'hilt the Afghans had occupied in great force every height not already 
r row lied by our troops : I commenced ray march towards the mouth of 
the Tazeen Pass, wliere I left two guns, two squadrons of Her Majesty’s 
3rd Dragoons,' a party of 1st Light Cavalry, and 3rd Irregular Cavalry. 
The enemy’s horse apiieared in the valley, with the intention of falling 
upon the baggage ; but It gives me very great pleasure to state, that the 
Dragoonk and Native Cavalry (regular and irregular) made a most 
brilliant charge, and with such effect, that the whole body Of the enemy’s 
force was completely routed, and a number of them cut up. 

The jjass of Tezeen affords great advantages to an enemy occupying the 
Iieights ; and, on the present occasion Mahomed Akbar neglected notliing 
to render its natural ditiiculties as formidable as numbers could make it. 
Our troops mounted the heights, and the Aflglians, contrary to their 
general custom, advanced to meet them, and a desperate struggle 
emsued ; indeed, their defence was so obstinate that the British bayonet, 
in many instances, alone decided the contest. The ligld^ company of 
Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, led by Captain Lusbirigton, who, I regret to 
say, was wounded in the head, ascending the hills on the left of the pass 
under a heavy cross fire, charged and overthrew their opponents leaving 
several horses and their riders, supposed to be chiefs, dead on the hill ; 
the slaughter was considerable, and the flight continued during the grea- 
ter part of the day, the enemy appearing resolved that we should not 
ascend the Huft Kotul : one spirit seemed to pervade all, and a determi- 
nation to conquer overcame the obstinate resistance of the enem}, who 
were at length forced from their numerous and strong positions, and our 
troops mounted tlie Huft Kotul, giving three cheers when they reached 
the summit. Here, Lieutenant Cunningham, with a party of sappers, 
pressed the enemy so hard, that they left in their precipitation a twenty- 
four pounder howitzer and limber, carrying off* the draft bullocks. 
Having heard that another gun had been seen, and concluding that it 
could not have gone very far, I detached a squadron of Dragoons under 
Captain Tritton, and two horse artillery guns under Major Delafosse, in 
pursuit : the gun (a twelve-pounder howitzer) witli bullocks sufficient for 
the two guns, was soon captured. The Dragoons again got among the 
enemy, and succeeded in cutting up many of tliem. Captain Broadfoot, 
with the sappers, advanced, and, with the Dragoons, happened to fall in 
with another * party of the enemy, of whom upwards of twenty were 
killed. I have ascertained there were about 16,000 men in the field 
opposed to me, a considerable portion of whom was cavalry ; Mahomed 
Akbar Khan, Mahomed Shah Khan, Araeenoollah, and fnany other chiefs 
with their followers were present, all of whom I have reason to believe 
have taken to flight. We have gained a complete victory, and our 
enemies have suffered severely, having several hundreds killed, losing 
their guns and three standards, one of which was taken from the enetny’^^ 
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iuyrse by the 1st Light Ca\alry. Although many attempts were inadcht 
the baggage, none were suecessiul, chiefly owing to the judicious and 
admirable arrangements of Lieutenant-Colonel Richmond, commanding 
the rear-guard, and for which lie deserves the greatest credit. 

The Lahore contingent, under the able direction of Captain Lawrence, 
lias invariably given the most cheerful assistance, dragging the guns, 
occupying the heights, and covering the rear-guard. While ascending 
the lluft Kotul abd at Tezeen, their long jezails told elFectively in keep- 
ing the ground. 

Major Skinner, Her Majesty’s 31st Foot, had been detached with a 
strong party on the night of the 12th, for the purpose of dislodging a body 
of the enemy on the heights in fixmt of the camp : this duty was per- 
formed with great gallantry the next morning, and his operations con- 
tributed much to frustrate the attempts of the enemy on our right flank. 
As the Major’s movements were for some time separate from those of 
the main columri, I deem it expedient to annex his report. 

The enemy being completely dispersed, we pursued our march, and 
encamped at Khoord Cabool without further opposition. The troops on 
this, as on all former occasions where they have been engaged with the 
enemy, showed the most detonnined valor, and I feel that I cannot too 
liighly praise their conduct ; each regiment seemed to vie with the others 
in their endeavours to dislodge the enemy, which they most effectually 
accomplished. I have received from Major-General McCaskill, B., 
who on this occasion eominaiided the main colui^n, every assistance, and 
from Major-General 8ir R. Sale, G.C.B., commanding the advanced 
guard, the most zealous co-operation. The following officers have also 
given me every reason to be satisfied with their exertion : 

Brigadier Monteath, C.B., commanding the Fourth Brigade; Briga- 
dier Tulloch, commanding Second ; and Brigadier White, commanding 
Cavalry Brigade ; Lieutenant-Colonel Bolton, commanding Her Majesty’s 
31st Foot ; Lieutenant-Colonel Richmond, commanding 33rd Native 
Infantry ; and Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor, K.H., commanding Her 
Majesty’s 9lh Foot ; Major Skinner, Her Majesty’s 31st Foot; Major 
ll<jisli, commanding 26tli Native Infantry ; Major Delafosse, commanding 
Artillery Major Cromineliii, commanding 1st Light Cavalry; Major 
Lockwood, coininanding Her Majesty’s 3rd Light Dragoons ; Captain 
Napleton, conimaiiding 6()th Native Infantry ; Captain Seaton, com- 
manding 35 th Regiment Light Infantry ; Captain I'erris, commanding 
Jezailchees ; Captain Wilkinson, commanding Her Majesty ’s 13th 
Light Infantry ; Captain Broadfoot, commanding Sappers ; Captain 
Tait, commanding 3rd Irregular Cavalry ; and Captain liuwreiice, 
commanding the Sikh Contingent ; Captain Abbott, Chief Engi- 
neer ; Captain Abbott, commanding Light Field Battery ; Captain 
Alexander, commanding 3rd Troop and 2nd Brigade Horse Artillery ; Cap- 
tain Backhouse, commanding Mountain Train ; and Lieutenant Becher, 
commanding the Sappers and Miners. The services of Mr. Mackeson, 
commanding the Bildars, have always been conspicuous. Superintending- 
surgeon Stiven’s care in providing for*the conveyance and comfort of the 
wounded has met with my approbation. From Major Thompson, at thtj 
head of the Commissariat Department, I have received every assistance ; 
likewise from Captain Lane, Commissary of Ordnance, whose exertions 
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hnve beoii uii remit ting tlivougbout. From the following officers of niy 
|)ersoutil and the (general Stall* I have on this, as on ever^i other occasion, 
JH ceived the most ctfectiial aid ; Captain Macgregor and Lieutenant 
Pollock, Aides-de-Canip ; Lieutenant Sir IL Shakespeiir, Military Secre- 
tary ; C\iptain Ponsoiiby, Assistant Adjutant-General ; Captiiin Codring- 
ton, Assistant Quarter-Master- General ; Captain lliddle, Pay-master ^ 
f’aptaiii Macadam, Deputy Judge-Advocate-Gencral ; Lieutenant Mayne, 
officiating Deputy Assistant Quarter-Master-Geiicral. The following 
<.)liicers of Division and Brigade Stall* have also effectively performed their 
respective duties : — Caj^taiii Havelock, Deputy Assistant Adjutant- 
CJeneral ; Brigade-Majors Havelock, Smith, Wade, Lugard, and Brevet 
Captain Fitzgerald, Artillery Division Staff*. I must not omit the 
expression of iny regret for the fate of Uyder Ali, the Native Com- 
mandant of the Jezailchees, a most gallant and enterprising soldier, who 
was killed while attempting to seize one of the enemy’s standards. 

I have the honor to forward reports from Lieutenant-Colonels Rich- 
mond and Taylor, and Major Skinner, with returns of killed and 
wounded, and of ordnance, ammunition, and stores captured. 

J have, 8tc., 

G. Pollock. 

lietuni of Killed and wounded of the Ttuops vndcr the command of Major •Generui 

Poll^ch, C, Ji.f m the 2\zeen Vallet/, and on the Ihfi Kotnly on the V2tli and l3tJi 

iSepUmhery 1S42. 

ard Troop 1st Brigade Horse Artillery — 1 rank and file wounded. 

ard 'j'roopZnd Brigade Horse Artillery — 1 rank and file wounded. 

iZnd Company tith Battalion Artillery — I rank and file wounded ; I mule missing. 

IMoniJtain Train — 1 native officer, I rank and file wounded ; 1 mule killed, 1 mule 
wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 3rd Light Dragoons — 2 horses killed ; 1 serjeaut, 4 rank and file, 
1 1 horses wounded. 

1st Regiment Light Cavalry — 5 horses killed ; .0 rank and file wounded. 

3rd Irregular Cavalry -- 2 rank and file, 7 horses, killed ; 4 rank and file, 10 horses 
'Wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 9th Foot— 2 serjeants, I drummer, 8 rank and file, killed ; I 
European oliicer, 1 serjeant, 2.5 rank and file wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 43tU Light Infantry — I rank and file, killed; .5 rank an<ffile 
wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 3lst Foot — 2 rank and file killed; 7 rank and file wounded. 

2Gth Regiment Native Infantry — 3 rank and file killed ; 1 1 rank and file wounded 

33rd Regiment (right w-ing) — 7 rank and file wounded, 

3,5th Light Infantry — 3 rank and file killed ; I European officer, 8 rank and file 
wounded. 

fiOtli Regiment Native Infantry (right wing) — 5 rank and file killed ; 2 European 
ofiicers', 1 sergeant, 22 rank and file wounded. 

Captain Ferris’s Jezailchees — I native officer, 1 rank and file killed ; 2 native 
officors, 5 rank and file wounded. 

Captain Hroadfoot’s Sappers — 3 rank and file killed ; 2 native officers, 2 sergeants, 
9 rank and file wounded. 

Total — I native officer, 2 sergeants, 1 drummer, 28 rank and file, 14 horses, I 
mule, killed ; 4 European olficers, 5 native officers, 5 sergeants, llfi rank and file, 
21 horses, I mule, vrounded ; 1 mule missing. 

Total of all ranks killed 32, horses 35 ; wounded 130; horses 3. 

Names of Officers Killed and Mounded, 

Killed. 

H\dc*r Ali, Commandant, Jezailebcc Reghneut. - 
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Wounded. 

Captain Lnsliington, Hor Mjj<-*sty’s 9th Foot, severely. 

Captain Geils, GOtli Native Infantry, slightly. 

Lieutenant Norton, .‘loth Native Infantry, severely. 

Lieutenant Montgomery, 60th Native Infantry, slightly. 

G. PONSONDY. 

Return of Ordnance^ AmmunWoHy and Stores., captured, on the line of 

march. ! tel ween Te.zeen and K hoard (hdtool., hy flic Force under the 

Command of Alajor- General FoUoek. 

Camp., Khoord Cabnol, September 13, 1842. 

One brass twelve pounder howitzer (No. 139, weight (> ewt. 2 (p\ G lbs., 
oast I83G, Ilutoheson, liorsf^ artilh'ry piece), 1 brass twenty-four pounder 
howitzer (No. 35, weight 8 cwt. 2 qr. 22 lbs., east 1828,* T. Tiinbulo, 
foot artillery piece), twelve pounder hov/itzer s])ongo, 1 twenty-four 
j)ounder howitzer sponge, 55 tilled jjort-tires, 4 coniinoii washers, 4 
washers with hooks, 8 ineli ])ins, 4 nine or twenty-four pounder liowitzer 
ainnmnitioii boxes, 2 unserviceable store box(‘s, 41 unserviceable filhal 
5-j inch fuzes, 99 imsers i(‘eable 2 inch spherical case fuzes, 1 fuze 
marker, 1 driving malhd. s])lu!rical case fuze, 1 iron trail handsj)ike, 

3 sk(‘ins of slow match, 1 fuz<* setter, 1 portfire socked, 10 tilled and set 
twenty-four pounder howitzer common shells, 9 tilled and set twelve 
pounder howitzer oonmion shells, 5 twelve- pound or spherical ease shells, 

G twenty-four j)ounder howitzer eanist(ir, 8 twelvc'-poumha* eauistcT, 1 
uuservieeahle iiine-pounder carriage, 1 uns(;rviceable twenty-four i)ounder 
howitzer carriage, 2 eli}> bands polo yoke, I unsei'viceablc common hand- 
spike, I locking eliairi, G trace ehairis, 2 jude or ti*aee chains, I priming 
win*, 5 hnlloek yokes, 7 uuservieeahle bullock yokes, 1 carj)enter’s tw'o 
feet rule, 1 adze, 2 giinblets of sorts. « 

N. 13. — No tangent scales or elevating screws to cither of tlic above 
pieces of ordnance, 

IL Delafosse. 

No. 501. — Lieutenant- Colonel Taylor to CapUiin Fonsoraty. 

Camp, Khoord Vahool, Sept. 13, 1842. 

81K, — I have to report, for the information of Major-General Pollock, 
€.13., eonunanding the troops in AlfghanivStan, that, agreeably to his 
orders, I procticded, at lialf-past live o’clock yesterday evening, with 250 
men of Her Majesty’s 9th, to the support of the guards in charge of the 
])id)lic cattle feeding on the left of tlie camp in the Tezeen valjey, which 
were much pressed by the enemy. On clearing the left picquet, 1 was 
joined by Major Uuish with a small party of the 2Gth Native Infantry. 

1 threw forward a strong body of skirmishers, who (piickly drove back 
those of the enemy on the plain, pursuing them to a range of low hills, 
where they made a stand till dislodged hy our advance': further on, I 
found the enemy, in force from 500 to GOO, liad taken post along the crest 
and on the top of a range of steep hills running near a inih* from the 
northward into the Tezeem valley ; those towards the nortli were assailed 
hy Captain Lushington, Her Majest3’s 9tii Foot, witli tin* left siqqwt and 
skinuisiil^s j whilst I directed the attack against their front and left flank, 

N 6 
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which being turfied, I ascended the heights between two ridges which 
concealed my approach till close to the summit, and within twenty yards 
of tlieir main body, consisting of over 300 men. Collecting thirty to 
forty men, with Lieutenants Elmhirst, Lister, and Vigors, I ordered 
bayonets to be fixed, and the enemy to lie charged, which was done with 
such resolution and effect, that the whole mass taken by surprise, was 
pushed headlong down the hills, nor did they rally till out of musket 
shot. Their loss must have been very severe, as I observed numbers 
lagging behind to carry off their killed and wounded. As it was getting 
dark, I deemed it imprudent to pursue the eriemy further, ordered the 
halt to be sounded, and, after remaining in possession of their position 
for half an hour, retired without molestation. It affords me great 
gratification to bear testimony to the spirit and gallantry displayed^ by 
officers and men on this occasion, especially Major Iluish, 26lh Regi- 
ment of Native Infantry, Captain Lushington, and those concerned in 
the charge on the enemy. 

1 beg to transmit a return of the killed and wounded. 

I have, &c., 

A. B. Taylor. 


No. 502 . — Major Shiimer to Ca 2 >tain PonsonhiJ, 

BootkhaJ%, Sept 16, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to report, for the information of the Ma/)or- 
' General commanding the army in Afghanistan, that I ascended the 
heights above the Tezeen valley, in front of our camp, with tlie detachment 
ill the margin*, on the afternoon of tlic 12th instant, and occnpmd the 
ridge till daylight next morning. From a conmmnieatiou with Major- 
General Sir Robert Sale, G.C.B., I learnt that I was to take the 
high peaks to the right of my position, and, liaving driven the enemy 
frewn them, continue to operate among the lower hill to the head of 
the Huft Kotul, on the right flank of the advance guard of the army. 
These peaks were occupied in some force by the enemy, who was, how- 
ever, easily driven from them and cleared away to the higher hills on my 
right. I ascended the first peak, which, although tlie way was steep, was 
not very difficult, in two small columns ; the first, the companies of Her 
Majesty’s 9th and 26th Native Inftintry, under Captain Borton, of tlu! 
9th Foot ; the second under Lieutenant Sayers, of the 31st, composed of, 
the two companies of Her Majesty’s 31st Foot and 33rd Native Infantry 
covered by the Sappers and Jezailchees under Lieutenant Orr. I 
detached Lieutenant Sinclair, of the 13th Light Infantry, with the com- 
pany of his regiment and one of the 3oth Native Infantry, to the liigher 
peak on tlie right hand, and supported him by Lieutenant Orr and the 
Sappers (after I had possession of the first height), who ascended by a 
steep ridge that connected them. Lieutenant Sinclair attained the sum- 
mit of the hill without loss, driving the enemy away, knd held it until 


♦ One company of Her Majesty 9th Foot, I ditto lath Light Infantry, 1 ditto 
.31st Foot, I ditto 26th Native Infantry, I ditto 35th Native Light lufaiitix I ditto 
33rd Native Infantry, 50 Broadfout’s Sappers, 50 Jezailchees. 
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the main column of advance Came in sight, when he Icnyiis column on my 
right over the hills at the base of the higher mountains. The height I 
gained descends to the high road by a succession of small peaks, each 
connected by a narrow ridge ; the enemy occupied, with small parties, 
each of these peaks, and was driven in succession from them. Captain 
Borton, at the head of a party of the 9th Foot, made a gallant charge 
upon a strongly posted party of the enemy, and drove them away ; he 
showed a deal of boldness, however, and made repeated attempts to reco- 
ver his ground, taking advantage of the necessarily slow advance of the- 
supporting parti (^s from the ’steep and difficult nature of the hills. After 
I gained all the peaks, and the enemy liad fallen back, I continued 
parallel to the main column over the hills to some distance beyond the top 
of the Huft Kotul. Gpnsidering the great number that at one time 
opposed me, until the appearance of the main column drew them off, my 
h).ss was not great, wliile the enemy suffered considerably. I beg leave 
to bring to the notice of the Major-General the very good conduct of the 
officers and men who were under my command. 

I have, &c., 

Thomas Skinner. 


No. 503. — Li^utenanU Colonel Richmond to Captain Ponsonhi/, 

Ca7np^ Bootkhak, Sept. 14, 1842. 

Sir, — Major-General Pollock, C.B., commanding the troops, having 
intrusted me specially with the command of fhe rear guard of the army 
from Tezeen through the Iluft Kotul Pass, on the 1 3th instant, and having 
placed at my disposal tlie troops detailed in the margin’*^, I have now the 
lionor to r(?port the oi)erations of the day, for the Major-Gcnerars 
int'oiniation. Having made the necessary disposition of iny forcje to 
})rotect the baggage in the valley of Tezeen, and to secure the gorge of 
the pass, the different picquets were gradually withdrawn to strengthen 
tlie latt(a% Soon aftiT, 1 observed a large body of the enemy collecting 
iKuir the fort of Tezeen, south-east of my position, and diri^eti I Lieute- 
nant Douglas, whose guns had been previously posted on a commanding 
point, to open on them ; but the distance proving too gre^at for shells, the 
lire was discontinued. The enemy, I suppose, encouraged by this, formed 
his cavalry in the valley, to the number of about 600 men, with the 
evident intention of moving towards my post. I instantly decided on 
anticipating him ; and, as Captain Alexander’s (horse artillery) three 
guns were still on the ground, 1 availed myself of his services by sending 
forward his guns within range of the enemy, supported by the front 
squadron of Her Majesty’s 3rd Light Dragoons under Caiitain Unett, one 


* Her Majesty’s .3r(l Li^^ht Dragoons, 1 60 ; 1st Regiment Light CWalry, 295 ; 
Detachment 3rd Irregular Cavalry, GO ; Sikh Cavalry, 200 ; total sabres, 750. Two 
i^ie-pouiulers, No. G light field battery ; picquets, lier M^ijesty’s 9th and 3 1st Foot, 
143; 4 complies ^Gth lieghneiit Native lufiintry. 310; right wing, 33rd Native 
Infantry, 129^5th Native Idght Infantry, 291 ; piquets, GOth Native Infantry, 124 ; 
bikh Infantry, 300 ; total J)ayonels, 1,300. 
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squadron of 1st J^iglvt Cavalry under Brevet Mnjor Scott, and the 
detachment of 3rd Irregular Cavalry under Captain Tait, with orders 
to charge the enemy if the ground proved favorable, and an oppor- 
tunity offered. This soon occurred, the guns having made good 
impression ; and the instant I observed the cavalry advance, the other 
squadron of dragoons was hurritni forward under Major Lcxjkwood, as a 
support, thus insuring the success achieved by the spirited and galiitnt 
charge of their comrades in front, which completely dispersed the 
enemy, who left about fifty men on the field, and a standard, the latter 
taken by the 1st Light Cavalry, tlie bearer of which was cut down by 
Brevet Captain Goad. 

Having accomplished all I wished, the troops returned to their origin- 
al position in excellent order, covered by the vtry effective fire of the 
guns directed by Captain Alexander, and by a comf)any of the 3dth 
Regiment of Light Infantry, the latter ordered forward for the purpose. 

As the enemy showed no disposition to molest us further, and the 
whole of the baggage liaving entered the pass, the horse-artillery and 
dragoons were permitted to commence their march ; but, before the 
latter had tiled off, the enemy brought two guns to bear upon our posi- 
tion, wdiich obliged me to jdaco the remainder of the cavalry under cover 
of the high ground in lli<’ vieinity ; these guns fortunately did no harm, 
and were soon after cither withdrawn by the enemy, or silenced by a fire 
of round shot froiri Lieutenant Douglas's 9-i)ounder,(iably directed by 
that officer, and by Captiiin Lawrcij(?e, Political Agent, commanding the 
Sikh contingent, who handsomely volunteered his services on the 
occasion. * ^ 

After allowing the main column and baggage to get well forward in 
the pass, 1 directed tlie remainder of the cavalry to enter, and followed 
with the infantry, the diff erent parties of which gradually retired on the 
posts I had previously occupied, the enemy's infantry closing in and 
opening a heavy fire, wlficli continued till we reached the top of 
the pass, a distance of three miles; and, although 1 was compelled to 
hold my ground near the to]) of the pass for a long time, to admit of the 
guns and baggage j)assing over, I am happy to say that the enemy, 
though he pressed our several posts very warmly, did not then, or at any 
other time, obtain the .slightest advantages, and at length desisted from 
molesting us, which enabled me to reform the tro()})s and continue ray 
march towards camp, where 1 arrived about 8 o'clock p. m. with all the 
stores and baggage cxce])t a few loads of grain ; also some camels and 
bullocks unable to proceed, which were destroyed on the road, agreeably 
to orders. 

. My best thanks are due to the officers and men engaged, both European 
and Native, for their (jheerful endurance of fatigue under an intensely hot 
sun, and for their gallant bearing when in contact with the enemy ; the 
whole seemed animated with one and the same spirit, which enabled them 
to overeoR difficulties of no ordinary nature, higidy creditable to British 
soldiers, and especially so to the Bengal Sepoys. I feel it also Just to 
notice the useful assistance afforded by the men of the Sikh contingei^fc 
under Captain Lawrence, who took their full share of duty tlie valley 
of Tezeen, and in defending the different posts in the pass. . 
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Accompanying I have the honor to forward a return ,of thl^ killed and 
wounded, which I rejoice to observe is not so heavy as might have 
been expected from the nature of the operations. 

I havi^, &c., 

A. F. Richmond, 

No. 504. — Major-General Nott to Major-General Pollock, 

Caynp^ Ur^hundee^ Sept 16, 1843. 

Sir, — I have the honor to acquaint you, that Shumsoodeen, Sultan 
Jan, and other Affghan Chiefs, having assembled about 12,000 men, 
occupied a succession of strong mountains intercepting my march upon 
Beenee Badam and Mydan, on the 14th and 15th instant. Our troops 
dislodged them in gallant style, and their conduct afforded me the greatest 
satisfaction. 

The artillery distinguished themselves ; and I beg to mention the 
names of Captain Leslie, Bombay Horse Artillery ; Captains Blood, 
Bombay Foot Artillery, and Anderson and Turner, of the Bengal Horse 
Artillery, and the 38th and* 43rd Bengal Native Infantry. I beg to bring 
under the favorable notice of Government, Captafti White, of Her 
Majesty’s 40th Regiment^n command of the light companies of Her 
Majesty’s 40th and 41st Regiments, and of the 2nd, 16th, 38th, 42nd, arid 
43rd Bengal Native Regiments, for the able manner in which he carried 
my orders into effect, and for the gallantry displayed by him and the 
companies under his command, in ascending the mountains and driving 
the enemy from their positions. I had every reason to be pleased with the 
conduct of all troops, European and Native. I forward a list of killed 
and wounded. 

I have, &c.,# 

. W. Nott. 

Jieturn of Killed, and Wounded of the Field Force under the command of Major- 

General Nott, in the Kngaycments with the Enemy, on the 14</< and Xbth of 

September, 1842. 

2nd Troop BengalHopse Artillery — 2 horses wounded. 

3rd Company 2nd Battalion Bengal Foot Artillery — 2 magazine lascars wounded. 

1st Troop Bombay Horse Artillery — 3 horses wounded. 

3rd Company 1st Battalion Bombay Foot Artillery— 1 private, 2 drivers, 
wounded. 

3rd Regiment Bombay Light Cavalry — 1 private killed, I horse wounded. 

1st Regiment Bengal Irregular Horse — 1 naick, 4 privates, 8 horses, wounded. 

Christie’s Horse — 1 private 10 horses wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment of Foot— 1 drummer, 1 private killed ; 1 lieutenimt, 
3 privates wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 41st Regiment of Foot— I private killed ; I corporal, 1 private 
wounded. 

2nd Regiment Bengal Native Infantry — 1 lieutenant, 1 private wounded. 

I6th Regiment Bengal Native Infantry — 1 haviidar, 11 privates, wom^d. 

38th Regiment Bengal Native Infantry — 1 haviidar, 11 privates woii^^K. 

42nd Regiment Bengal Native Infantry — 1 haviidar, 2 privates, wounMl*- 

43rd Regiment Bengal Native lnfant|^ — 1 lieutenant, 1 subadar, 1 haviidar^ 15 
privates, wounded. 


* Note. — So in, the original, but a name seema to be omitted. 
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3rd Regirae&t Irregular Infantry— 5 privates wounded. 

Total of each — 1 drummer, 3 privates killed ; 3 liejitenants, £ subadar, 4 bavildars, 
2 corporals, 45 privates, 2 drivers, 2 magazine lascars. 21 horses, wounded. 

Grand Total of killed and wounded — 63 officers and men, 24 horses. 

• Officers Wounded, 

Lieutenant E. Eagar, Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment, severely. 

Lieutenant Main waring, 2nd Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, slightly. 

Lieutenant G. Holroyd, 43rd Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, slightly. 

W. Nott. 

No. 505. — Major-General Pollock to Mr. Maddoch. 

Campj near Cahoolt Sept. 16, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to forward, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General, a copy of my dispatch to the address 
of Major-General Lumley, Adjutant-General of the army. 

I have, &c., 

George Pollock. 

No. 506. — Majbr- General Pollock to Major-General Lundvy. 

CampftCahool^ Sept, 16, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to report, for the information of his Excellency 
the Commander-in-chief, that on the 14th instant, we marched from 
Khoord Cabool to Bootkhak. I took the precaution of sending parties 
to crown the heights of the Khoord Cabool pass, but we met with no 
opposition. On the 15th I moved on to Cabool, and encamped on the 
race course. This morning I proceeded to the Rala Hissar, with the 
following troops ; a tij|[op of horse artillery under Major Delafosse ; a 
company of each regiment of infantry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Taylor ; 
the 3rd dragoons, under Major Lockwood ; Jk troop of the 1st regiment 
light cavalry ; a rissallah of the 3rd irregular cavalry, with the wliole of 
the General and Division Staff. The object was to plant the British 
colours in the Bala Hissar, on the spot most conspicuous from the city. 
The Prince Futteh Jung, who joined my camp at Gundamuck, expressed 
a wish to go with the party, to which I assented. On our arrival at 
the spot selected, the colours were hoisted, the band of Her Majesty’s 9th 
foot immediately struck up the national anthem, “ God save the Queen,” 
and a royal salute was fired from the guns of the horse artillery, the 
whole of the troops present giving three cheers. 

I left the colours in the Bala Hissar, to be hoisted daily as long’ as we 
rem*ain. The infantry also remain under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Taylor, but they will be relieved on the arrival of Major-General 
Nott by a native regiment from his force. I expect Major-General Nott 
will reach Cabool to-morrow or the next day. Since our arrival here we 
have not^llpn able to obtain any certain information of Mahomed Akbar. 
It appeaflrnowever, that Ameenoollah has separated from him. Neither 
of them has ventured to return in the ^rection of Cabool. 

The following prisoners have come into camp : Mrs. Trevor with eight 
children ; Captain and Mrs, Anderson, with three children ; Captain 
Troup, and Dr. Campbell. Unless some very unforeseen circumstances 
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t)ccur, I expect to obtain possession of the remainder sf the j)risoner8 in 
the course of eight or ten days, with the exception of Captain Bygrave, 
who, I regret to find, has been taken by Mahomed Akbar, and was with 
him during the action of the 13th instant. 

I have, &c., 

Geobge Pollock. 

No. 507. — 7^/ie Govcrjtor^ General of India to the Secret Committee, 

Simldy Oct 6, 184‘2. 

IIoNoBAnLE Sirs, — I received last night a private letter from Major- 
General Pollock; dated the 21st ultimo, of which I enclose an extract, by 
which you will perceive that all the Europeans prisoners, except Captain 
Bygravc, are in our hands, and that Sir Robert Sale, at the head of a 
light force, was bringing them into Cabool, where they were expected to 
arrive on the 22nd. 

I have, 8c c., 

Ellenborougii. 

No. 50S. —Notification hij the Governor- General of India. 

Simla, Oct. 5, 1842. 

Since the public notification of the 30fli ult. the Governor- General 
has received the gratifying intelligence of the safety of all the European 
prisoners but one, in the following extract from a communication from 
Major-General Pollock, C.B., dated the 21st ultimo. 


No. 509, — Major-General Pollock to the Goverhor-General of India. 

Camp Cahool, Sept. 21, 1842. 

(Extract), — It gives methegreatest gratification to be enabled to state 
that the whole of the European prisoners are now quite free from the 
hands of Mahomed Akbar, except Captain Bygrave. I will make my 
official report on this subject whenever they reach my camp, which will 
no doubt ic to-morrow. I sent a lightly equipped force, under Sir R. 
Sale, to meet them, and the whole of the party is with him, with the 
following exceptions, who have already reached my camp ; — 

Major Pottinger, and Captain Johnson, arrived this morning. 

Mrs. Trevor and eight children. 

Captain and Mrs. Anderson and three children. 

Captain Troup and Dr. Campbell. 

One European woman and four privates. 

By order, See., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 510. — Major-General Pollock to Major-General Lumley. 

Camp, Cahool, Sept. 22, 1842. 

SiRj — I have the honor to report, for the information of His Excellen- 
cy the Commander-in- Chief, that, having received intimation from 
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Bameean, tj^at life European officers and soldiers, prisoners there, had 
made arrangements by which they hoped to effect their own liberation, I, 
at the suggestion of Mohun Lall, with the concurrence of Khan Sheereen 
Khan, Chief of the Kuzzulbashes, sanctioned the speedy departure of 700 
of his horse on the 15th instant, the day of our arrival here, to meet the 
party. Some difficulty occurring on the score of money, I advanced 
10,000 rupees, which were delivered by Sir R. Shakespear, (who accom- 
panied the Kuzzilbaslies. Being apprehensive that attempts would be 
made to intercept the prisoners, I detached Major-General Sir R. Sale, 
with the troops named in the margin,* on the 19th instant, to the Urghiin- 
dee Pass ; and the circumstance proved fortunate, as a delay of twenty- 
four hours would have enabled Sultan Jan, who was in pursuit, to overtake 
our people. I am happy to state, that the whole who were in confine- 
ment (as per subjoined roll), with the exception of Captain Bygrave, who 
is with Mahomed Akbar, arrived in my camp yesterday evening. 

I cannot conclude without recording my opinion, tliat to Khan Shee- 
reen Khan and Mohun Lall, may be attributed the safety of the pri- 
soners ; and, I have reason to believe the chief of the Kuzzilbashes to be 
a stedfast adherent to the British Government. 

I have, &c., 

George Pollock. 

List of Prisoners released on the 2\st September^ 1842. 

Major-Greneral Shelton, H. M. 44th Foot. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Palmer, 27th Bengal N. L 

Major Griffiths, 37th Bengal N. 1. 

Captain Boyd, Commissariat. 

„ Johnson, ditto S. S, F. 26th N. L 
„ Burnett, 54th N. I. 

„ Souter, H. M. 44th Foot. 

„ Waller, Bengal Horse Artillery, 

„ Alston, 27th N. I. 

„ Poett, 27th N. I. 

„ Walsh, 52nd Madras N. L 

„ Drummond, 3rd Bengal L. C. 

Lieutenant Eyre, Bengal Artillery. 

„ Airey, II. M. 3rd Buffs. 

„ Warburton, Bengal Artillery S. S. F. * 

„ Webb, 38th Madras N. 1. S. S. F. 

„ Crawford, Bengal 3rd N, I. S. S. F, 

,, Mein, H. M. 13th Light Infantry. 

„ Harris, 27th Bengal N. I. 

„ Melville, 54th Bengal N. I. 

„ Evans, H. M. 44th Foot. 

Ensign Haughton, 31st Bengal N. L 


* Her Majesty’s 3rd Dragoons, 1st Light Cavalry, Backhouse's Mountain Train, 
2 companies of Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, 4 companies of Her Majesty’s 13th Light 
Infantry, Broadfoot’s Sappers, Ferris’s Jezailchees, 80 Sikh Ilorse, and .160 foot 
soldiers ouder Captain Lawrence. 



Ensign Williams, 27th Bengal N. L 

,, Nicholson, 27th Bengal N. I. 

Conductor Ryley, Ordnance Coimnissariat. 

Surgeon Afagrath. 

Assistant Surgeons Berwick and Thomson. 

Lady Macnaghten. 

„ Sale. 

Mrs. Sturt and one child. 

„ Mainwaring and one child. 

„ Boyd and three children. 

„ Eyre and one child. 

„ Waller and two children. 

„ Ryley, wife of Conductor Ryley, and three children. 

„ Bourne, wife of private Bourne, 13th L. 1. 

„ Wade, wife of Sergeant Wade. 

Mtyor Pottinger, Bombay Artillery. 

Captain Lawrence, 11th Lights Cavalry. 

„ Mackenzie, 48th Madras N. I. 

Mr. Fallon, and Mr. Blewitt, clerks, not in the service. 

Her Majesty’s 44th Foot — Sergeants, Wedlock, Weir, and Fair ; 
Corporals Sumpter and BevaH ; Drummers Higgins, Lovell, and Brana- 
gan ; Privates Burns, Gresham, Croriin, Driscoll, Deroney, Dufly, 
Mathews, M‘Dade, Marron, McCarthy, M‘Cabe, Nowlan, Robson, 
Seyburne, Shean, Tongue, Wilson, Durant, Arch, Stott, Moore, Millar, 
Murphy, Marshall, Cox, Robinson, Brady, and M‘Glynn ; Boys, Grier 
and Milwood. 

Her Majesty’s 1 3th Light Infantry — Privates Binding, Murray, 
Magary, Monks, Maccullar, M ‘Connell, and Cuff. 

Bengal Horse Artillery — Sergeants M‘Nee and Cleland ; Gunners, A. 
Hearn, Kean, and Dulton ; Sergeant Wade, Baggage Sergeant to the 
Cabool mission. 

G, PONSONBY. 

No. 5\\,x^Major»Cleneral Pollock to Mr. Maddock. 

Campy Cahooly September 23 , 1842 . 

Sir, — I have the honor to forward, to be laid before the Governor- 
General, the accompanying report forwarded to me by Major Pottinger. 
The return in safety of the prisoners may be attributed in a great measure 
to the negotiations of Mohun Lall, and the active co-operation of the 
Kuzzilbash chiefs, in addition to the judicious measures adopted by Major 
Pottinger ; but I cannot advert to this subject without bringing to the 
notice of the Governor-Creneral, the part taken by Lieutenant Sir Rich- 
mond Shakspear, who voluntarily accompanied the Kuzzilbash Horse, and 
urged them on with unusud expedition, and which proved to be most 
opportune, for had Sir R. Shakspear arrived with his party a few hours 
later, it is probable we should not have recovered the prisoners, as Sultan 
Jan arrived soon after the departure of the prisoners from Bameean, with 
1,000 horse, and would no doubt have followed them, had he not heard of 
the force sent to protect them. I have, &c., 

Geo. Pollock. 
o 3 
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No. 512 . — Major Potting er to Major-General Pollock. 

Camp^ Cabool, September 21 , 1842 . 

Sir, — I have the honor to report iny arrival in your camp, and beg to 
lay before you the following statement of the measures we had recourse 
to at Bameean to effect our release. 

On the lOth of this month, Syed Morteza Cashmery, an agent of Ali 
Heza Khan Kuzzilbash arrived at Bameean ; he had received from Moon- 
shee Mohun Lall verbal assurances that all tliose who would engage in 
effecting our release should be handsomely rewarded, and that a ])cnsien 
should be paid to himself, and to Saleh Mahomed Khan, who commanded 
the Affghan Regiment, sent to escort the prisoners to Toorkistan. Syed 
Morteza brought urgent letters from the Kuzzilbash chiefs to their clans- 
man Saleh Mahomed, and, having gained over liis brother Mahomed 
Sadig Khan, paid him fifty out of 1()0 ruj)ees which had been furnished 
by Mohun Lall, and carried him along with himself. They alighted at 
the dwelling of Mahomed Turymut Beg, the chief of the Bameean 
Tajiks, and Syed Morteza thence sent Mahomed Sadig to sf)eak wdth , 
Saleh Mahomed ; the result was an interview between Syed Morteza and 
Saleh Mahomed, when the latter declared that he would only consent to 
treat with myself and the other English offfters. 

Saleh Mahomed then had ala interview with me, and afterwards 
Captains Lawrence, Johnson and myself had a meeting with him and 
Syed Morteza, in which we agreed to give him a present of twenty 
thousand rupees and to continue to him the command of his regiment on 
his present salary of one thousand rupees a month ; granting him a full 
pardon for all past offences, and that we should sign a paper to this effect. 
Having so far discovered the sentiments of Saleh Mahomed Khan, wo 
brought him to Major-General Shelton, and laid before that officer and 
Colonel Palmer the plan ; both these officers declined affixing their 
signature to any suoli pape*r, lest they should implicate themselves with 
Mahomed Akbar Khan ; whereupon we consulted with Major Griffitlis 
and the rest of the prisoners, and resolved to attempt the plan at all risks, 
and that if we found it were an attempt to overreach us, we should try to 
seize the weapons of the guard, and hold out in die fort till sucjcour 
arrived. 

As soon as this arrangement had been completed we sent off Syed 
Morteza, chief of a tribe of the Hazarehs, to invite his aidy and he came 
in the next day, L e. the 12th. Whereupon Nayb Zoolfcyar the Governor 
sent a message to say he W'as willing to join us, and 1 reqiiest(*d as a 
mark of his friendship he would send arms for our party, whicdi, however, 
he did not. The Meer Akhoin Ahmed Khan also received a letter 
ordering us to be marched into Turkistan, but Saleh Mahomed Khan 
refused to obey the order to start that day, as the men wanted pay. d'he 
13th, I received a letter from Nayb Zoolfeyar offering service, and replied 
by requesting arms to be sent ; as he did not send any, nor shew any 
friendly feeling, but was said to be consulting with Ahmed Khan to attack 
us, I gave an#order to Deen Mahomed Khan, the former Governor of 
Bameean (on the part of Khan Shyman Khan) to assume the govennnent, 
and employed men to frighten the Meer Akhom by telling him (as if 
from friendship) we had resolved to seize him, and promised the three 
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tonipatiies a gratuity of four months* pay ; -these stc^s, joined to the 
arrival of Meer Qelb Ali of Besowut to join us had the desired effect ; the 
gov(^rnor sent his brotlier to profier service, and the Meer Akhom fled, 
carrying off the Ghilzye firelock-men with him. On the loth, news of the 
British troops having advanced was received and the Nayb Zoolfeyar 
came in and personally visited us, on ray saying I would go and see him 
ii‘ he did not come to me ; however, I could not persuade him to give us 
arms, but as it appeared imprudent to turn him into an enemy, I direct- 
ed Deen Mahomed Khan to hold the order 1 had given him in abeyance, 
till the conduct of Nay]) Zoolfeyar might be further developed. On the 
loth, I received a note from Meerza 8halijy informing me of the defeat 
of the Aflghan troops at Jugdulluck and our advance from Ghuznee ; 
also, that the Kuzzilbasli tribes had risen in Cabool, wliich determined us 
to inarch the next day. 

On tlielGth we marched to Tepchy Bala and encamped with the cas- 
tles in our front, so that we could occupy tliem if need be. On the 
morning of the 17th, I received a letter from Sir Kichmond Shakespear 
informing me that he had reached Siri Cheseshmeh with 610 Kuzzilbash 
horse to our aid ; we immediately crossed the Kaled Pass and marched 
to the castle of Meer Moran Beg, near the foot of the Hajykek Pass, 
wliere we were joined by Sir Jlichmond Shakespear with the Kuzzilbash 
horsemen, who had marche^ninety miles from Cabool, over that moun- 
tainous country, in two marches. 

The 1 Sth, being supplied with seventy-seven horses by the Kuzzilbash 
and twelve hy the liazarehs, we managed to march to Geedendewar. At 
tluit ])lace we learned tliat a body of horse and foot from the Shekharty 
and (jiliourbcnd districts had inarched on Kaled to intercept us. 

On the 19th, with the same assistance as before, we marclied to Tlii- 
kanch where he heard that the Pass of Sefeyd Khak was occupied by the 
Afigliaiis, intending to chei^k us ; Sir R. Shakespear immediately wrote 
to request that the British officer who report also told us was advancing 
in that direction would occujiy the Pass, and to say we would, if opposed, 
hold out ill some of the castles about, till relieved ; on the morning of 
the 20th, we marched and found the cavalry of Major-General Sir. R.- 
Sale’s detaclunoiit at Kowte Asliroo, and his infantry holding the heights, 
and 1 had the })leasure of joining his camp at Argliendeh, whence 1 pro- 
i ceded with Sir R. Shakespear to Major-General Nott’s camp and, 
remaining there during the night, joined yours this morning. 

It would be unjust in me if 1 did not bear witness to the zeal of Syed 
Moprteza Shah, and mention that if Saleh Mahomed had not acceded to 
our t(*rins he could with ease have carried us ofi’, as, besides his own men, 
ddO Ghilzye Jezailc-hees were in the valley and the Walee of Khoolum 
had sent an officer with 2,000 men (two standards) to Kaliraerd to aid 
tlie Afiglian party, and that he showed much courage as well as skill in 
the manner of conducting his proceedings, so. that we effected the 
business without bloodshed. 

I liave given the llazareh (diiefs, who joined us at first, remissions on 
their revenue, to tli<' amount as specified ojijiosite their names in the 
margin and on our march back, 1 jiaid for the necessary supplies to 

Myr Jelb Aly, '1,000 gerdaiudewar ; Svyd Myr Mahomed Rezeh, 500; Myr 
Wejcf Aly, 500 fowlady ; Myr Mahoiiied Noor, 500 ditto ; Myr Mowhib, 3,000 
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the party, by ordtirs on the revenue, to the amount of the supplies fur- 
nished. I would further beg to bring to your notice particularly the 
services of Myr Mohib, of Fowlady, Meer Mahomed Kerym of Bameean, 
and Myr Qelb Ali of Besowut, and trust that you will consider them 
worthy of receiving a dress of honor (Khilat,) each as a mark of your 
satisfaction at their conduct. 

To Sycd Moorteza, to whose exertions we chiefly owe our release, I 
have made no direct promise, but have held out hopes to him of a reward 
of five thousand rupees, and a pension of one hundred rupees a-montli, 
according to the hope held out to him by Moonshee Mohun LalL 

In concluding this, I venture to request your supporting the steps I 
have taken, and recommending them to Government ; and trust, that my 
assuming the powers of a political agent, under the circumstances of the 
case, may be pardoned, for I believe in no other way could the release of 
our captives have been achieved, though I could with ease have effected 
my own escape. With regard to the pension of a thousand rupees, the 
prisoners have agreed to pay the amount, if Government consider it too 
large ; but, considering that the man was then in receipt of that sum 
monthty, and that he may be obliged to flee the country if the Barukzyes 
regain power, I trust you will not consider it too large a sum to recom- 
mend the payment. 

I have herewith the honor to transmit a liHof the prisoners who were 
with us at Bameean, and who have now joined. 

There are a small number of natives of this country, and TIindostanee 
servants, who were in the public service attached to the officers of the 
late Sir William Macnaghten’s mission, and who have been reduced to 
utter destitution. As these men apply to m(‘, I shall fed obliged by 
receiving orders, if I shall collect their claims, and lay them before you ; 
or if 1 shall refer them to some other- officer, that their cases may be 
investigated. 

I have omitted to state, that on the 29tli and 30th August, the j)ri- 
soners having iigreed among themselves that they would raise a subscrip- 
tion for their release, and the party having selected Ca{)tain Lawrence, 
.Captain Johnson and myself as their agents, we opened a negotiation 
with Saleh Mahomed Khan, by Captain Johnson and Captain Lawrence 
severally offering to engage themselves for the payment of a lac of 
rupees to Saleh Mahomed Khan, if he would agree to aid in our release ; 
and Captain Johnson explained to him, that if he (Saleh Mahomed) would 
delay our march, so that when Major-GeTieral Nott’s army readied 
Mydan, we might by a forced march, join his camp. To both tljese 
proposals Saleh Mahomed Khan returned distinct refusals, and after- 
wards treated us with considerable harshness, giving orders that no one 
should go beyond the line of sentinels round our tents, threatening to 
kill us if any escaped, and in other ways showing himself displeased with 
our proposition. 

I have, &c., 

Eldreu Potttngeb. 

day zingy ; Myr Mahomed Kerym Bey and clan, 3,500 Baeeman ; Myr Aly Bey, 
Syghan. 'I'hts one did not join, as he was not required. Myr Mahomed Ailla, 
2,000 bosowut ; Myr Hesen Naib, 400 bosowut ; Myr Fyzallah Bey, 500 fowlady ; 
Myr Zefer, 500 haloo ; Myr Morad 500 kaloo Myr Nejef Ali, 200 fowlady ; Myr 
Syfallah Wekyl, I, <>00 khargar. 
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No. 513. — M.ajoT-General Pollock to Mr^ Maddock^^ 

Camp^ Cahooly September 27 y 1842 . 

Sir. — I have much satisfaction in reporting, for the information of the 
Right Honorable the Governor-General, the arrival in camp this morning 
of Captain Bygrave, the only person who remained in the hands of 
Mahomed Akbar Khan. It appears tliat Captain Bygrave was allowed 
to join my camp by Mahomed Akbar, who has sent a letter to my 
address, a copy and translation of which shall be forwarded by the next 
opportunity. 

I have, &c., 

George Pollock. 

No. 514 . — General Orders by the Governor-General of India. 

Sim la, Oct. 4, 1842. 

The Governor-General, earnestly desirous of evincing the gratitude of 
the Government of India towards the general officers, officers, and non- 
commissioned officers and privates engaged in the operations of the pre- 
sent campaign in Afi'ghanistan, is pleased, after communicating with His 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, to declare the following resolutions : 
• 1. All the general dfticers, officers, non-commissioned officers and 
privates, serving under the command of Major-General Pollock, of 
Major-General Nott, and of Major-General England, between Attock 
and Ali Musjid, and in and above the Khyber Pass, and in and above th^ 
Bolan Pass, on the 8th of September, shall receive a donation of six 
months’ batta, payable on the 1st of January, 1843. 

2. In perpetual commemoration of their distinguished services, the 
2nd and 16th Regiments of Bengal Native Infantry shall be hereafter 
regiments of grenadiers, and the 38th, 42nd and 43rd Regiments of Ben- 
gal Native Infantry shall be hereafter regiments of light infantry. 

3. The regiment of Bengal irregular infantry, lately known as the 3rd 
Regiment of Infantry, in the service of Shah Shooja, shall, in considera- 
tion of the valour, discipline, and fortitude manifested by that regiment 
on many occasions, and especially in the defence of Kelat-i-Ghilzye, 
continue embodied under its present commandant, Captain J. H. Craigie, 
and be brought on the strength of the Bengal array as an extra regiment, 
and be denominated the “regiment of Kelat-i-Ghilzye.” The future 
establishment of the regiment of Kelat-i-Ghilzye, and other details 
consequent upon this resolution, will be made known in a separate order. 

4. Major-General Nott will communicate to the Governor-General 
the designations of every corps engaged in the several actions with the 
enemy in the vicinity of Candahar, between the 1st of January and the 
10th of August, 1842, specifying the particular actions in which such 
corps were engaged ; and the Mg^or-General will state which of such 
corps are in his judgment entitled to bear hereafter the word Candahar” 
upon their standards or colours and appointments, in commemoration of 
their services. 

To such corps of the Indian army as the Major-General may name, the 
honor of so bearing the word “ Candahar,” will be immediately accorded 
by the Governor-General. 
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5. The several corps of the Indian army which on the 6th of Septem- 
ber occupied Ghuznee, and the several corps which on the 16tli of 
September and the following days occupied Cabool, will hereafter bear 
upon their standards or colours and appointments, the word “ Ghuznee” 
and “ Cabool” respectively, with the figures 1842” underwritten. 

The several corps under Major-General Nott, which reached Cabool 
subsequently to the 16th of September, will be equally entitled with the 
troops previously occupying that city to the honor of bearing the word 
‘‘ Cabool ” with the figures “ 1842 ” underwritten, upon their standards, 
or colours and appointments. 

6. Major-General Pollock will communicate to the Governor-General 
the designations of the corps under his command, which were engaged in 
the operations preceding the occupation of Cabool, but did not advance 
to that city, and will name such of those coiq)s as he may deem entitled 
to bear the word “ Cabool,” with the figures “ 1842 ” underwritten, upon 
their standards or colours and appointments, as having contributed to the 
capture of that city by their previous service in this campaign ; and to 
such corps, being on the Indian army, as the Major-General may so 
mame, the honor of so bearing tbe word ‘‘ Cabool,” wdll be immediately 
accorded by the Govern-General. 

7. To every general officer, officer, non-commissioned officer and 
priviite, present on the occasions above-mentioned in action witli tlt^ 
enemy in the vicinity of Candahar, will be presented a silver medal 
inscribed , 

Candahar, 

* 1842. 

and to every general officer, officer, non-commissioned officer and private, 
present with the army under Major-General Nott, in the operations lead- 
ing to the capture of Ghuznee, and the occupation of Cabool, will be 
presented a similar silver medal inscribed 

Ghuznee, 

Cabool, 

1842. 

Where the same person shall be entitled to both distinctions one medal 
only will be presented, and such medal will be inscribed 

Candahar, 

Ghuznee, 

Cabool, 

1842. 

Major-General Nott will transmit to the Governor-General nominal 
lists of the several general officers, officers, non-commissioned officers 
and privates, so entitled respectively. 

8. Major-General Pollock will transmit to the Governor-General, a 
nominal list of the general officers, officers, non-commissioned and 
privates, present in action with the enemy, in the several operations 
of his army leading to the occupation of Cabool, and to every person 
named in such list, a silver medal will be presented, inscribed 

Cabool, 

• 1842. 
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On the reverse of these several medals, will be inscfibed the words 

Victoria 

Vindex. 

9. To eveiy officer, non -commissioned officer and private, present 
witliiu K-clat-i-Ghilzye, aiid< forming part of .the garrison thereof during 
the late investment and blockade of that fort, will be presented a silver 
medal bearing a nmral crown, with the superscription of “ Kelat-i-Ghil- 
zye,” and on the reverse the word. 

invicta, 

1842. 

Captain J. TI. Craigie, late coraniandaut of the fort of Kelat-i-Gliilzye, 
will transmit to Major-General Nott, a nominal list of the officers, non- 
commissioned officers and privates, so present at'Kclat-i-Ghilzye, and so 
entitled to the medal above granted, and to every person named in such 
list, when sanctioned by Major-General Nott, tJie medal will be given. 

10. All the medals above-mentioned are to be worn suspe nded to a 
ribbon, similar to that which will be given with the Jellalabad medal 
which will be hcuK^efortli the military ribbon of India. 

11. The regimental colours of the regiment of Kelat-i-Gliilzye, will 
be composed of the three colours of the military ribbon of India, and in 
the centre thereof will be inscribed the word Kelat-i-Ghilzye.” 

12. The Governor-General will, after communication with, and in 
conjunction witli llis Excellency the Commandcr-in-Chief, represent to 
the aut horities in England, the high services rendered by the officers of 
Her Majesty’s and of the Indian army, in the operations of the present 
(•a|npaign in Afghanistan, in order that they may be duly submitted to the 
gracious consideration of Her Majesty. 

13: JMcdals similar to those presented to the general officers, officers, 
non-commissioned officers and privates of the Indian army will be pre- 
pared for the general officers, officers, non-commissioned officers and 
privates of Her ]\lajesty’s army having respectively similar claims to the 
honor of wearing such medals; but the authority to wear such .medals 
depends upon Her Majesty’s most gracious pleasure. 

J. Stuart. 


No. 515. — <icneral Orders by the Governor- General of India. 

Simlay November 8, 1842, * 

The Governor-General has received a letter from Major-General 
Pollok, C. B., dated Jellalabad, 26th October 1842, with reference to the 
General Order of the 4tli ultimo, from which the following is an 
extract ; — 

‘‘ In the 6th paragraph I am directed to communicate the designations 
of corps under my command, which were engaged in the operations pre- 
ceding the occupation of Cabool, but did not advance to that city, and 
to name such of those corps as 1 may, deem entitled to bear the word 
“ Cabool,” with the figures “ 1842,” underwritten upon their standards, 
or colours, and appointments. 

In reply to this paragraph I beg to state, that I cozisider the services 
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of all the regiments and detachments attached to the army under my 
command^ have been such as to entitle them to this honorary distinction, 
and 1 have, therefore, noted the designation of each as follows : 

Engineers, Nos. 4 and 5 companies of sappers and miners. 

Artillery, 3rd troop 1st brigade horse artillery. 

3rd ditto 2nd ditto ditto. 

2nd company 2nd battalion foot artillery. 

2nd ditto 6th ditto ditto. 

4th ditto 6th ditto , ditto. 

No. 6 light field battery. 

Captain Backhouse’s mountain train. 

Cavalry, Her Majesty’s 3rd regiment of light dragoons. 

1st regiment of light cavalry. 

10th ditto ditto. 

One squadron, 5th light cavalry (Captain Oldfield.) 

3rd regiment irregular cavalry (Captain Tait.) 

Infatitry, ller Majesty’s 9th regiment of foot. 

Ditto 13th ditto ditto. 

Ditto 31st ditto ditto. 

6th regiment native infantry. 

26tli ditto ditto. 

30th ditto ditto. 

33rd ditto ditto. 

35th ditto ditto. 

53rd ditto ditto. 

60th ditto ditto. 

64th ditto ditto. 

Captain Broadfoot’s regiment of sappers and miners. 

Captain Ferris’ regiment of Jezailchees.” 

The Governor-General, in compliance with the above recommendation, 
accords to all such regiments, corps and detachments in the above list as 
are in the service of the Government of India, the honor of bearing tlie 
word Cabool,” with the figures “1842,” underwritten upon their 
standards, or colours, and appointments. 

By order, &c., 

T. II. Haddock. 


No. 516.— Genera? Orders by the Governor-'Gcneral of India. 

Camp, Ferozepore, Dec, 13, 1842. 

The Governor-General has received the following Roll from Major- 
General Nott ; 
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Ai^tio^s fovght hi the Vicinitg of Cnmlahnr between ^he \st January^ 
J842, and ike XiHh Amjnst^ 1842. 


Namca and Places. 


Troops. 


Koloc* Shuck, ]2tliJan. 1812 ... 


Kiinje Kuk, PanjO 
waic, and Tllo«)[- 
Kliiin, ) 


7th, 8fh, 9th, and' 
loth March, 1812.; 


Defence of the citv") 
of t^indahar, when ( 
attaclied by a large C 
body of Alfghatiij . J 


10th March, 1842..I 


Ilaba WuUie 25th March, 1842. .j 


CandaharOantonment, 20th May, 1842... 


^ Two Troops Anderson’s Horse Artil- 
lery, (Captain Blood’s Bombay Battery, 
(9 pounders) ; detachment 1st Bengal 
-{ Irregular Cavalry ; Her Majesty’s 40th 
Foot; 2nd and IGth Uegiments of 
I Grenadier.^ ; 38th and a wing of the 
h42nd Regiment Light Infantry, 
f Two Troops Anderson’s Horse Artil- 

I lery ; Blood’s Bombay Battery (9-poun- 
ders) ; Detachment 1st Bengal Irregular 

1 Cavalry ; Her Majesty’s 40th Foot; 
Kith Regiment of Grenadiers ; 38th, 
42nd, and 43rd Regiments of Light 
Infantry. 

C 2nd Regiment of Grenadiers, and 4th 
V (’ompany 2nd Battalion of Bengal Foot 
f Artillery. 

r One Troop Anderson’s Horse Artil- 
I lery ; Deta' hraent 1st Bengal Irregular 
^ Cavalry ; Her Majesty’s 40th Foot ; 

] 2nd and 16fh Regiments of Grenadiers, 

I Land tile 38ih Regt. of Light Infantry, 
j ( One 4'roop Anderson’s Horse Artil- 
•< lery ; Her Majesty’s 41st Foot ; and the 
! (42nd and 43rd Kegts. of Light Infantry. 


W, Nott. 


T am of o])inion that the rogimoiits and detachments noted in this Roll, 
are entitled to have “ Ciindahar’’ ujion their colours. 

W. Nott. 

The Governor-General in pursuance with the General Order published 
at Simla, on the 4tli of October, find in conformity with the opinion 
al)ov(? ex^iressed by Major-General .Wott, declares, that all such of the 
obove-nicntiiined corps as are in the service of tlie Government of India, 
are entitled to iicar the word “ Candahar,” with the figures “ 1842,” 
niKlerwritten upon their colours and appointments. 


No. 517. — Mi I jar- General Polhek to Major-General Liunley. 

Cfcmjk, near Cahooly September 1842, 

Sill, — 1 have the lionor to rt^port, for the. information of his Excellency 
the Coinma.u(ler-in-Chief, that 1 have detached Major-General McCaskill, 
K. 11., with the following troops 


Two IS-poundcrs, and detail of Ar- 
tillery. 

4\ipl. 1 Hood’s Light Field Battery. 
JMountain Train. 

Two S(piadrons Her Majesty’s Rrd 
Dragoons. 

One Squadron 1st Light Cavalry. 


Christie’s Horse. 

Her Majesty’s 9th Foot. 
Her Majesty’s 41st Foot. 
2Gt]i Native Infantry, 
42nd „ „ 

4Brd „ „ 

Hroadfoot’s Sappers. 

p 3 
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2. In con8equ%nce of want of carriage, I shall not be able to leave 
this till about the 10th proximo, and as I liad received intelligence that 
a party of the enemy were endeavouring to collect followers in the vicinity 
of Charekar, I have deemed it advisable to dislodge them at once. The 
detachment will be back before I can march, and if the enemy were not 
dispersed, they would, in all probability, increase considerably in numbers, 
and prove extremely inconvenient to the force on our leaving this to 
return to the provinces. 

1 have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 518. — Major- Gimrral Pollock to Major-General Lnmley, 

Cnmp^ Cahool^ October I, 1842. 

Sj[R, — I have the honor to forward a copy of a letter from Mujor- 
General McCaskill, K. H., coinmaiidiiig the force which I detached under 
his command, for the purpose of dispersing the enemy collect ed in the 
vicinity of Charekar, as stated in my letter of tlie 28th instant. 

The success of the Hlajor-Gcncrars operations against Istalif, is most 
gratifying, that place being considered by tlie Alighaiis as totally inacces- 
sible to o*ur troops. 

I have, ^c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 519.— M// or- G< neral MeCashill fo Caj^tain Ponmnihi/, 

Camp, lstal{f\ September HO, 184z; 

Sir, — I have the satisfaettion to acquaint you, for the information of 
Major-General Pollock, C.B., that the troops under my ct>mmnnd y(\st(u*- 
day made themselves masters of the strong and populous town of Istalif, 
totally defeating the numerous levies collected for its defence, under the 
infamous Ameer Oollah Khan Loghuree, Kaojie Ameer Kotwal, Ilazin 
Khan (an assassin of 8ir Alexander Burnfes) llazir Alee Khan,* Khuleefa 
Ibrahim, and many other chiefs of Ciibool and Kohistan. 

The Major-General is aware that the force detailed in the margin* was 
placed at my disposal for operations in these valleys, on the 2oth. The 
two brigades formed a junction near Khowja Rawash on tli(i 2()th ; moved 
to an encampment near Zimurce on the 27th, and pitched th(‘ir tents 
within four miles of this i)lace on the 28th. The same evening 1 recon- 
noitred the enemy’s position. It is impossible to conceive ground natu- 
rally stronger. The town of Istalif, consisting of masses of houses and 
forts, is built on the slope of a mountain, in the rear of which are yet 
loftier eminence?, shutting in a defile which leads to Toorkistan, and iii 
no way cyn this place of abode of 1 5,000 people be approached but by 

♦ Artillery. — Captain Backhouse's mountain train, Captain Blood's battery of 

9'pounders (Bombay), two 18-pounders. Cavalry. — Read Quarters and two 

Muadrons of Her Majesty’s 3rd I-iiglit Dragoons, 1st squadron, 1st Light Cavalry, 
Captain Christie’s (late S.’S. 2nd Regiment) corps of cavalry. Infantiy. — Bri- 

gadier Tulloch’s Brigade (with the addition of Captain Broadfoot’s Sappers and 
Miners, and the exception of the COth Native Infantry), Brigadier Stacy’s brigade. 
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surmounting ranges of hills separated by deep ravine?, or traversing by 
narrow roads, its gardens, vineyards, and orchards, fenced in with strong 
enclosure walls ; the whole of them, with the mountain side and tops of 
the houses, were occupied by Jezailchees ; and the strongest proof is 
atforded that the enemy, after this disposition, considered the place as 
unassailable, by their having retained within the town, the wives and 
children not only of the inhabitants, but of thousands of refugees from 
CabooJ. 

The observations whicli I was enabled to make under a sharp jezail fire, 
and the rej)ort of Major l^ottinger, induced me determine to assault, 
tlio next morning, tlie right of the enemy’s extensive position, as it was 
there* that I could liope to bring the artillery most eflectively into battery. 
Arrang(*m(*nts w(*re made with this view. The troops were formed into 
two columns of attack and reserve : Jirigadier Stacy’s and Captain 
blood’s batt(?rv, and the 1 8 -pounders the left ; these were supported by 
the third column, under Major Simmons, Her Majesty’s 4lst, consisting 
of a wing of his regiment and the cavalry under Major Lockwood : Cap- 
tain Cdiristie’s c.orps protected the baggage. 

The trooj)s moved soon after <laylight, and traversing the plain in per- 
f(‘<.*t ord(»r, })a,ssed nearly from the left to the right of the enemy’s posi- 
tion. Our light troops and guns repressed the occasional attacks of their 
jezailchees from the gardens, who were numerous and most audacious ; 
but when the column arrived in front of the village Ismillah, I resolved 
to make a combined attack on this point ; Jlrigadicr Tulloch’s brigade 
assailed its left, and Brigadier Stacy, making a long detour, attacked the 
riglit. 

I cannot express in adecpiate terms my admiration of the style in 
which the former column, covered Iw skirmisliers, rushed upon the 
gardens, tilled with bold and skilful marksmen. Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, 
the 2()th Native Infantry, and Captain Broadfoot’s Sappers, vied with 
each other in steady courage ; and their mpid unhesitating advance soon 
left the enemy no resource but flight. Very shortly after this assault, 
the three light companies of Her Majesty’s 41st, tlie 42nd and 43rd 
Natke Infantry, covering their own column, got into action, and, on 
their side, stonned the village and vineyards with distinguished gallantry. 
The coinbinatioii was steadily persevered in, and though I liad few 
oi)portunities of using the artillery with effect, 1 had soon the gratification 
of seeing the enclosures, forts, heights, suburbs and town successively 
won by tin* two columns. The enemy were driven from them, and pur- 
sued with a rapidity which loft no time to rally, and a singular spectacle 
•was then ])resented in the escape u}) the mountain side of the women and 
cliildreii from the place, to which no interruption was offered ; but, as 
detacljcd j)arti(?s of the beaten Atighans still occupied some very lofty 
heights, the mountain train ascended them by a dizzy pathway, and dis- 
I)ersed the fugitives by its eflective fire. Our reserve was now establish- 
ed oil the low(‘r heights, and the whole of the plac,e, filh^d with property 
of every description, much of it plundered from our army in 1841, was 
in the hands of our force ; two guns, brass field pieces, were also taken, 
and one of them seized with such promptitude, that its captor, Lieutenant 
Klmhirst, Her Majesty's 9th Foot, turned its fire upon the fugitives 
with some effect. 1 directed the town to be set on fire in several places, 

r 3 2 
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after taking out vdhflous supplies which might be useful to our troops, aiul 
the work of demolition is still proceeding under the direction of Major 
Sanders, of the Engineers. Our loss has been trifling, fur the advance of 
our oflicers and men was too rapid and decisive to allow of the sliarp lire 
of the enemy telling much upon them ; and, deceived by the direction of 
the reconnoissance of the 28th, the Aflglilkns had expected the attack 
on their left, and posted their guns and the elite of their force in that 
quarter. 

I have now the pleasing ftisk of exprt^ssiiig the amount of my obliga- 
tion for their exertions in the fleld, to Brigadiers Tulloeh and Stacy, 
commanding brigades and columns ; to Lieutenant Colonel Taylor, K.ll., 
Her Majesty’s 9th Foot ; Major Hulsh, of the 26th Native Infantry ; and 
Captain Broadfoot, of the Sappers, commanding corps on the right, 
which l)ore the brunt of the action ; to Major Simmons, Her Majesty’s 
41st Foot, commanding the reserve ; to Captain Backhouse, commanding 
the •mountain train, and Captain Blood, commanding tlie battery of 
9-pounders ; this last was ably aided by Lieutenant Terry*. 1 liave 
received valuable assistance throughout our operations from Major Pot- 
tinger, C.B., and Major Sanders, Engineers ; and yesterday from Captain 
Mackenzie and Lieutenant Airey, Her Majesty’s 3rd Bulls, and Lieute- 
nant Webb, 30th Regiment Madras Native Infantry, teintuirarily attached 
to me ; and, since we marched from Cabool, as on former occasions, from 
my own staff, departmental and personal, viz., Captain Havelock, Deputy 
Assistant Adjutant-General ; Lieutenant Mayiie, Deputy Assistant 
Quarter-master-General ; Lieutenant Pollock, Artillery, Aide-de-Camp 
to the Major-General, who volunteered his services with me ; and Lieu- 
tenant Bethune, Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, my own Aide-de-Camp. 
Regarding the last-mentioned oflicer, I take the opportunity of rec^tiiying 
an oversight on my part. I ou||ht specially to have reported to Major- 
General Pollock, Lieutenant Bethune’s valuable services in the recent 
affair at the Iluft Kotul, in yrfiich I was intrusted with the command of 
the main column. Brigadier Tulloeh reports, in very strong terms, the 
good conduct on the present occasion, of Captain Smith, ller JMajesty’s 
9th Foot, his Brigade-Major. 1 inclose a return of the killed #iiiid 
wounded, and of the two guns captured. 

I have, &c., 

John McCaskill. 


Beturn (%f Killed and Wounded of the Troops under the command of Major-General 

McCaskill, KM, 

Camp, Jstulif September 30, 1842. 

Mountain Train — 1 European officer wounded. 

3rd Company 1st Battalion Bombay Artillery — 2 rank and file wounded. 

Christie’s Irregular Cavalry— ^2 horses killed, 2 horses wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 9th Regiment Foot — 1 rank and file killed ; 1 officer, I serjeant, 1‘: 
rank and file wounded. 

20th Regiment Native Infantry — 1 rank and file killed : 1 European officer, 3 
havildars, 8 rank and file, wounded. 

Hroadfoot’s Sappers — 2 rank and file, killed ; 1 European officer, 0 rank and file, 
horse, wounded. 

Her IVtajesty’s 41st Regiment — 1 officer, 1 rank and file, killed ; 4 rank and file 
wounded. 

42nd Regiment Native Infantry — 1 rank and file wounded. 
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Total—l officer, 5 rank and file, 2 horses, killed ; 4 EuropeiJh and Native officers^ 
4 Serjeants and havildars, 37 rank and file, 3 horses, wounded. 

Names of Officers Killed and Wounded, 

Lieutenant Evans, Her Majesty’s 41st Foot, killed. 

Lieutenant Richardson, Horse Artillery, slightly wounded. 

Lieutenant and Adjutant Spencer, 26th Native Infantry, slightly wounded. 
Lieutenant Lister, Her Majesty’s 9th Foot, slightly wounded. 

('aptain Broadfoot, Sappers, slightly -wounded, 

Lieutenant and Adjutant Orr’s charger wounded. 

H. Havelock, Captain, 

Return of Ordnance captured from the Enemy on the 29/7/ Sejh- 
tember^ 1842. 

Camp, Is tali/, September 30, 1842. 
Two brass 6-pounder field pieces, of native manufacture. 

J. B. Backhouse, Captain, 


No. 520. — Major-General McCaskUl to Captain Ponsonhy. 

Cfmpf Khwaja Rowash, October 6, 184*2. 

Sir, — The troops entrusted to my charge for a special service in the 
Kohistan, liaving pitclied their tents at this place, previously to returning 
to their respective encampments, I take this opportunity of requesting 
you to solicit the attention of Major-General Pollock, C.B., to some 
points, wliich, in the hurry of our active operations, I had neglected to 
dwell upon. I have already intimated, that Brigadier Stacy^s report of 
tlie ])art borne by his brigade in the capture of Istaliff, on the 29th 
ultimo, did not reach me till the 2ud instant. It will ever be matter of 
regret to me, if this accidental delay should prevent the merits of some 
of the officers and troops under me, being prominently brought to the 
notice of tlie Right Honourable the Governor-General, and his Excel- 
lency the Commander-in-chief. The brunt of the action certainly fell 
on tiie Infantry corps, and Sa])pers of Brigadier Tulloch’s brigade ; but 
the credit of turning the enemy’s extreme right, — of allowing him no 
resjjitc or breathing time on that line ; — of aiding in completing the 
(!a])ture of the town, when ifs possession was hotly disputed from .behind 
walls, and from the tips of houses, from court yards, and in winding 
streets built on steep declivities, is due to the regiment under Brigadier 
Stacy. My commendations have been especially earned by Major G.' 
Browne and Her Majesty’s 41st Regiment, for the share they took in 
these gallant efforts, and for the exemplary humanity displayed by the 
men towards the unfortunate families of the vanquished. That corps 
was zealously emulated, and supported, by tlie 42nd Native Infantry 
under xMaj or Clarkson, and the 43rd under Major Nash. 

In addition to the services of Major Sanders, as Field Engineer, I 
ought to have remarked on the distinguished gallantry witli which he 
accompanied the heads of columns in the advance of Brigadier Tulloch, 
against the gardens and town. Neither must I leave, without record, 
the marked intrepidity of Lieutenant Mayne, Deputy Assistant-Quarter- 
master- General, in pointing out the path of the same column amidst the 
hottest of the fire, and in aiding in following up the victory. I have 
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before mentioned, Aai the light compjinies of Her Majesty’s • 41st, and 
tlie 42nd and 43rd Native Infantry, covered the rnana^uvres of their own 
brigade. Tliis onset was led very bravely by Lieutenant Evans, who 
was afterwards killed in the town (and was succeeded in command by 
Lieutenant iVladden), and by Lieutenant Woollen, 42rid Native Infantry, 
and Captain Maepherson, 43rd Native Infantry. 

I have, 8cc., 

John McCaskill. 


No. 521. — The Governor-^Geiteral to Major-General Pollock. 

Simhiy Ocioher Ifi, 1842. 

Geneual, — On the 7tli instant, I was informed tliat a letter had been 
received here, from an oflicer on the stafi' of your army, to the effect that 
yob intended to commence your movement* towards the Indus, on the 8th. 

On the 10th instant, hitters were receieved here, to the edect tliat two 
brigades of your army had been detached to the Kohistan, and were 
expected to be absent eight days. ^ 

Neither the Commander-in-Chief nor m 3 'Self, iiave received any dis- 
patch frgm you, intimating this intention of deta(4iing two brigades to 
the Kohistan, or mentioning the day on which your movement towards 
the Indus w'ould commence. 

In your letter to me, dated the 21st ultimo, you stated, that yoiucoidd 
not then fix a date for your return, as you did not know liow soon you 
might get camels. You mentioned, however, that you lio[)ed to get more 
than 1,000 camels ; and the force from Candahar is understood to have 
been fully supplied with carriage. 

I conclude that the movement of two brigades to the Kohistan has for 
its object the disp(*rsion of some assemblage of the enemy in that (juarter, 
and, at the same time perhaps, the affording of opportunities of escape 
to some of the Native soldiers and followers who may be there. 

I trust that you will not have. engaged in any enterprise of which the 
effect can be to delay your return one day. 

I have, &c., 

ELLi:N15OR0U{iH. 


No. 522. — Major-General Enylaitd to Mr, Maddock, 

Camp, near Queila, Scplember 12, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to report, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General in Council, that having arranged that 
the troops now here should descend the Bolan Pass, and move on Sukkur 
in three columns, I have des]>atched the leading column, consisting as 
per margin*, on its destination, this morning, accordingly. 

2. I have somewhat anticipated the intended moment of this march, 

* Six guns Bengal Artillery (three of which are serviceable). rissaluh Ist 

Irregular Cavalry ; 12th Regiment Bombay Native Infantry : 2nd Regiment Irre- 
gular Infantry ; Light (\unp. 2lRt Native Infantry ; Detachment of liappers ; all 
the sich of the Bengal Native Infantry ; Ordnance Stores, &c. 
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owing to Hie very-favorablo reports I have received /If the season in the 
low country, — owing also to the favorable influenco of such a movement 
on the proceedings of tlie Ameers of Sindc wlio are still collecting forces, 
for no very intelligible or well-explained purpose ; and I have further 
been influenced in thus removing a portion of the troops from this 
unhealthy locality, by the report and reciuest of the chief medical oflicer 
to that elfect. 

3. 1 do not proixiso, Iw^wever, that the second column should march 
until the end of this month, and I shall follow with the last troojis, during 
the first week in October, withdrawing, as I pass, the various garrisons in 
Cutchee, 8c(!., agreeably to the instructions of his Lordship the Governor- 
General, conveyed to me by Major-General Nott. 

4. I have no reason to suppose that the troops will meet with any 
interruption in their inarch to the Indus, beyond the usual efforts of de- 
predation on the baggage ; but 1 am of ojhnion that the misfortunes which 
the tribes below fully expected us to have encountered in the jiassage of 
the Kojuck mountains, were to have been a very general signal for strife 
against all the British remaining in these countries. 

0. I have-not jiermittcd any ordnance, or other serviceable stores, to 
be d('stroyed, and have, hitlierto, been tolerably successful in hiring car- 
riage to aid in conveying the ])ublic property towards Sukkur. 

6. His llighn<!ss, Briiiccj Timour, having expressed a wish to leave 
Quetta, and to accompany the column which mauihed this morning, 1 did 
not fail to instruct the oflicer in its command, to pay the Prince every 
attention in his power. 

I have, &c., 

R. England. 

No. o23. — Major-Gevfral .Eti(jland to Mr. MaddocL 

Camp, at Quetta, September 23, 1842. 

Sir, — T have the honor to rejiort, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General in Council, and in continuation of my 
bitter of the 12th instant, that I havcudispaiched the second column of 
troojis and stores from lienee, as per margin*, ni route to Siikl^ur. 

2. Altliough 1 still hear of the efibrts of th(' Ameers of Sinde, to 
induce the* Belooeliees and others to molest us in the operation of our 
retn'at, I feel every confldence that, with due precaution, we shall accom- 
plish this service without any very seridlis imi)ediraent. 

3. I propose to make the final movement from this place, on or about 
the 1st proximo, and I am much influenced in marching at an early date 
from this ground, by the sickness which prevails here ; for although I 
have sent forward all tlie Eiirojieari and native sick soldiers of the Bengal 
army, who accompanied me from Caridahar, there is a large proportion 
of officers and nuiii still at .Quetta under medical treatment, and fresh 
cases continue, though not of a severe nature, daily to occur. 

* Two 9 -pounders Bombay Artillery, one 24-pound howitzer ditto, two guns late 
Bolan Hangers, one rissallah 1st Irregular Cavalry, 25th Bombay Native Infantry, 
1st Regiment late Shah’s Infantry, Light Company 8th Bombay Native Infantry, 
Detachment Sappers, sick and invalids of Her Majesty’s 40th and 4lst Regiments; 
Ordnance Stores. 
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4. The means 8f conveying so many invalids has been a matter of 
some embarrassment ; but to render myself somewhat independent of the 
caprice of the Brahooe contractors, in the essential matter of ‘‘ carriage*, 

1 have reserved nearly the whole of our Goveniment camels for the use 
of the rear of column, and have kept the troops whicli compose it, as 
little encumbered with baggage and stores as possible, the better to pro- 
tect the divisions already en roMe^ the oflicers in command of which, are 
instructed to fall back on each other, or on me, or to lialt, if necessary, 
and as circumstances may require. But there is every reason to hope 
and to suppose, if any plans are matured for our interruption, or if any 
attacks are intended by the tribes through those countries we are about 
to pass, tliat such would fall on that part of the force which thus remains 
in the rear, to conclude the final evacuation of their territories. 

I have, &c., 

R. England, 

No. 524. — Mapr-- General England to Air. Maddoch 

Campi near Sir-i~ahy OHoher 1 , 1842 . 

Sm, — 1 have the honor to report, for tlie information of the Riglit 
Honorable the Governor-General in Council, that the third and hnnl 
column of troops, as ^er margin*, left Quetta this morning, m route to 
Sukkur. ♦ 

2. The country in this viqinity appears tranquil, and no event of 
importance has occurred, since my dispatch of the 23rd ultimo. 

I have, &c., 

R. England. 

No. 52^. — Major-General Sir Charles Napier, eomwanding the 

Forces in Sinde and Beloockistan, to Mr. Maddoek. 

SidikuVy October 12 , 1842 . 

Sir, — I lose no time in forwarding the enclosed dispatch from Major- 
General England, which has this moment reached me. I hope I may he 
allowed to offer my congratulations to the Governor- General, on the suc- 
cessful termination of so arduous and difficult an operation. 

I have, &c., 

C. NAriER. 

No. 526. — Major-General England to Mr. Maddoek. 

Campy near DaduVy October 10, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Right Honorable the Governor-General in Council, that the troo[>s 
destined to descend to the Indus by the Bolan Pass, finally evacuated 

^ * Head Quarter Staff, Captain Cooper’s troop of Horse Artillery, Poona Auxi- 
liary Horse, 6th Regiment Native Infantry, 20th Ditto, 5th Regiment Irregular 
Infantry, detail Madras Sappers and Miners. 
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QAtta on the Ist instant, and have accomplished tlifeir march through 
that defile witliout much dilHculty. 

2. In order to lacilitate t)ie movement of this large body, which, with 
the acquisition ol the garrison of Quetta, consisted of more than seven 
battalions, witli details of cavalry, eighteen pieces of artillery, and an 
increased retinue of invalids, and of stores, I divided it into three 
columns oi route, retaining the last in as- light a form of equipment as 
possible, in the hope and supposition tliat, if the tribes, through whose 
country we should pass, were inclined to attack us, they would prefer to 
make their chief efibrts on tlie last departing division ; and I, therefore, 
sent the greater portion of the sick ancP public stores with the leading 
divisions accordingly. 

3. It has proved that this conjecture was right, because the two 
preceding divisions have been wholly unmolested in their progress 
through the pass, wher(‘as, on the morning of the 3rd, I found the 
Kakurs posted, in some numbers, on the steep ground which commands 
the njiper extremity of the narrow zig-zag near Sir-i-bolan. 

4. These insurgents, however, had only time to deliver a few rounds 
on the column, when their attention was fully engaged by the flanking 
parties whi(4i covered our left, and which 1 now reinforced by a strong 
detaeliinent of the Gth Regiment Bombay Native Infantry, and by nearly 
Ihe whole of the t3th Regiment of Irregular Infantry, under Major Wood- 
hoiisc and Captain Macdonnel, respectively. 

5. I had every reason to be satisfied with the handsome inauncr in 
which our troojis ascended these stupendous heights, and cleared them of 
the enemy ; and Major Woodhouse speaks very highly of the conduct of a 
party of Brahooe Horse wliicli aceomj)aiiied Rim to this affair. 

6. Oh this occasion, also. Major Ontrain gave me his able assistance, 
as well as in flanking the lower extremity of the Bolaii Pass near Kundyc, 
where I had good reason to ex])ect again to meet some hostile tribes ; but 
the total disai)])ointment of the Kakurs on the 5rd, and the effectual 
flanking arrangements made, on all occasions, by our troops seem to 
have prevented any renewal of interruption. 

7. I beg leave to inclose a list of the casualties, which have occurred 
during their passage of the Bolan defile. 

8. As 1 now consider tlie chief difficulties of this march to have 
terminated, I trust, I may be permitted to bring to the notice of his 
Lordship, the Governor-General, the general good conduct of the troops 
1 hav(i had the honor to command, during these prolonged and laborious 
oi)erations ; and I venturtf to submit the names of Major Waddington, 
Commanding Engineer ; Major Wyllie, Major of brigade ; Major Boyd, 
Acting Assistant Quartermaster-General ; Captain Davidson, Deputy 
Commissary -Gen oral ; and Surgeon Wight, in .chief medical charge ; 
and to claim his Lordship’s favourable estimate of the exertions of these 
officers in their several departments and eaj)acities and it is with the 
utmost satisfaction, I am enabled to assure his Lordship that, owing to 
the discipline which has been exacted, these British columns, in emerging 
from the Bolan Pass, will leave, amongst the peaceable inliabitants of the 
countries they have quitted, a well-merited character for forbearance and 
humanity ; whilst, in the deliberate and systematic order of their march, 
during which, every enemy has been beaten off, and no stores lost or 

Q 3 
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captured, the pow^ of our arms has been alike equally and imperidfcsly 
made manifest. 

9. The garrison of Sebee will be withdrawn to-morrow, and that of 
Dadur on the 12th or 13th, when I propose to resume my progress to tiie 
Indus. 

IJiavc, &c., ^ 

R. England. 


Hetutn of Casualties in Skirmishes with the Eyiemy^ sihce the march of the Head- 
quarters from Quetta^ on the Ist^ to its arrival at Dadur, on the 9th instant. 


Camp, Dadur, October 10, 1842. 


Poona Auxiliary Horse — 2 horses wounded. 

6th Regiment Native Infantry — 1 private wounded. 

20th Regiment Native Infantry — 1 assistant-surgeon killed; 2 privates, 1 bheestle, 
wounded, 4 dooly bearers missing. 

5th Irregular infantry (late Shah’s) — 1 private, killed ; 1 subadar, 5 privater, 1 
lasear, wounded, 

Total — 1 assistant-surgeon, 1 private, killed ; 1 subadar, 8 privates, 1 bheestie, I 
lasear, wounded ; 4 dooly bearers missing ; 2 horses wounded. 

Grand Total — 2 killed ; 1 1 wounded ; 4 missing ; 2 horses wounded. 

Assistant-Surgeon J. Brickwell killed. 

The Brahooe Chief, Mahomed Khan, slightly' wounded, and 1 horse killed. 

H. Wyllie, Major. 


Bemarks. 


1 private dangerously wounded ; 3 privates, 1 bheestie, 1 lasear, severely wound- 
ed : 1 subadar, 4 privates, slightly wounded. 

Total Wounded — 1 1 men, and 2 horses severely. 


No. 527 . — General Orders by the Govcrnor-Gencral of India. 

Simla, October 20, 1842, 

The Governor-General has much satisfaction in announcing the su(‘- 
cessful termination of the arduous and didicult operation coniided to 
Major-General England, of withdrawing, through the Kojuck and Rolan 
Passes, into the valley of the Indus, a portion of tlie force lately station- 
ed at Candahar, and all the scattered garpisons of the intermediate i)laces 
between the eastern face of the Kojuck mountains and the plains of 
Cutchee. 

This operation, less brilliant in its circumstances than tliat entrusted 
to Major-General Pollock and Major-General Nott, was yet one wliicli 
demanded the greatest prudence in the making of every previous arrange- 
ment for securing the safe descent of the several columns, and which 
called into exercise many of the higher qualities which must contribute 
to form the character of an accomplished General. 

The Governor-General could not but regard with some anxiety, the 
progress of tliis movement, requiring so much of delicate mariageincuit 
in its execution ; and it is a subject of extreme satisfaction to him, tliat 
the same complete success should have attended tliis, which has, during 
the present campaign, attended every other part of the combined opera- 
tions of the armies beyond the Indus. 

The Governor-General requests, that Major-General Sir Cliarlcs 
Napier will express to Major-General England, and to all the olticcrs. 
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and troops, which were under his command, the entire? satisfaction with 
wiiieh their whole conduct has been viewed on tliis occasion. 

The Governor-Geiieml also requests that Major-General Sir Charles 
Napier will communicate to Major Outr^m, and the other Political offi- 
cers, his thanks, for the zeal aifd ability they have manifested in tlie col- 
lection of the means of carriage and supply, and in their various trans- 
actions with the native chiefs and tribes, tending to facilitate and secure 
the descent of the several columns of the army. 

By Order, &c., 

T. H. Haddock. 


No. 528 . — Notification hy the Governor-General of India. 

Simla, October 25 , 1842 . 

The advance of the British armies to Ghiiznee and Cabool, having led 
to the restoration to freedom of the Britisli prisoners in the hands of the 
Alfghans, Dost Maliomed Khan, his wives and family, and the wife and 
family of Malionied Akbar Khan, and many Affghan chiefs, remain in the 
absolute power of the British Government, without having any means of 
procuring their liberation. 

To this condition of disgrace and danger has Mahomed Akbar Khan 
reduced his fatlier, and his wife, and his family, and the chiefs, his 
countrymen, by making war upon women, and preferring the continuance 
of their captivity and suffering, for objects connected only with his own 
safety, to the general exchange of prisoners, wliich was offered by the 
Britisli Govcrnifent, and the consequent restoration to liberty of those, 
whose lionour and wliose happiness should have been most dear to him. 

But the British Government is desirous of terminating, at the earliest 
period, all the evils which have arisen out of the Affghan war ; and the 
Governor-General, enabled by the recovery of the British prisoners, who 
were in the hands of the enemy, to follow the course most in accordance 
with clemency and humanity, declares that when the British army return- 
ing from Affghanistan, shall have passed the Indus, all the Aftghans, 
now in the power of the British Government, shall be permitted to return 
to their country. 

Tin; Affghan chiefs who are thus released, will, before they pass the 
Sutlej, present themselves at the Durbar of the Governor-General, in his 
camp at Ferozepore. 

The wives of Dost Mahomed Khaii and Mahomed Akbar Khan, and 
all the ladies of the family and household, will be conducted with all 
respect to the frontiers of Afghanistan. 

By Order, &c., 

T. H. Haddock. 

No. 529. — Major-General Pollock to Major-Gemral Lumley. 

Camp, Khoord Cabool, October 13 , 1842 . 

(Extract.) — I have the honor to report, for the information of his 
Excellency the Commander-in-chief, iny arrival at Khoord Cabool, in 
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progress to Hincioltan. I left Cabool, yesterday morning, with the 1 si 
and 2tid divisions, and the troops under Major-General Nott, as per 
margin,* for Bootkakh, having detached Major-General Sir R. Sale, 
with the Ist and 2nd brigades, \he mountain train, 1st Light Cavalry, 
3rd Irregular Cavalry, and Christie’s Hor^e, over the Gospund l>urrah 
Pass, for the purpose of turning that of the Khoord Cabool ; in conse- 
quence of whicli movement we inarched througli the principal defile 
without a shot being fired. Previous to ray departure from Cabool, I 
destroyed with gunpowder the gmnd bazaar of that city, called the 
Chahar Chuttali, built in the reign of Aningzebe, by the celebrated Ali 
Murdaii Khan, and which may be considered to have been the most 
frequented part of Cabool, and known as the grand emporium of this 
part of Central Asia. The remains of the late Envoy and Minister 
had been exposed to public insult in this bazaar, and my motive in 
effecting its destruction, has been to impress upon the Aft'ghans, that 
their atrocious conduct towards a British functionary has not been 
suffered to pass with impunity. A mosque also at one end of the 
bazaar, and another near the cantonment, filled with Venetians, otherwis{‘ 
ornamented with European materials, and designated as the Feringhce 
Mosque, to commemorate the events of last year, has likewise been 
destroyed. 


No. 530. — Mqjor-^Gciieral Pollock to the Governor-GcncraL 

JugduUuck^ October 16, 18-42. 

(Extract.) — It is very gratifying to be able to state, that we have met 
with no opposition since we left Cabool, except wliat must always be 
expected where the whole population is armed, and we have, conse- 
quefttly, had small parties of thieves occasionally firing on the rear guards. 
During each night that we have encamped, not a shot has been fired, and 
on the line of march, not a man is to be seen on tlie hills. 


* 1st Division — Four guns 3rd troop 1st brigade, horse artillery, No. 6 light field 
battery, two 18-pounders and detail K. artillery, njountain train, Jler Majesty 3rd 
Light Dragoons, four rissalahs 3rd Irregular Cavalry, one squadron 1st Light 
Cavalry, Her Majesty’s Ulli Foot, Her Majesty’s 13th Light Infantry, 2601 Native 
Infantry. 35th Light Infantry, 5tli company Sappers and Miners, Broad foot’s Sap- 
pers, Jezailchees, Bildars, Sike contingent. 

2nd Division — Two guns 3rd troop 2Dd brigade Horse Artillery, Captain Blood’s 
battery of 9-pounders, two squadrons 1st L.ght Cavalry, Her Majesty’s 31st Foot, 
2nd Regiment Native Infantry, 16th ditto (so in original), wihg 33rd Native Infan- 
try, wing COth ditto. 

General Nott’s Force — One troop Bombay Horse Artillery, one troop (late) Shah 
Shooja’s force, detachment Foot Artillery, 3rd Regiment Bombay Light Cavalry, 
detachment 1st In‘egular Cavalry, detachment 1st Irregular Cavalry (so in original), 
Christie’s Horse, detachment Sappers and Miners, detachment Madras Sappers 
and Miners, Her Majesty’s 4()th Foot, KUh Native Infantry (so in original), 38th 
Native Infantry, 3rd (late) Shah Shooja’s force, Her Majesty’s 4 1st foot, 2nd Native 
Infantry, 42nd Nativa Infantry, 43rd Native Infantry. 
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No. 531 . — Captain Lav^rence^ Assintunt Apent to tl(PJernor-‘General^ 
to Captain Ponsonhy. 

Oosman Kharis Port, October 2l, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to report, for the information of Major-General 
Pollock commanding, that according to his instructions I brought the 
Lahore contingent yesterday morning to the village of Urguy, within 
three miles of the town of Kujjur ; where, having ^pitched my camp, I 
at oncje proceeded to Kujjur, which town, with its adjoining forts, we 
found evacuated, the inhabitants flying from the lattem as the troops 
approached. 

We burned the town of Kujjur, the village of Urguj, and eight forts, 
including two belonging to Muzutfer Khan, the Chief of Khogianies, and 
one of Munzon Klian Barukzyes. 

The fort of Mirza Aga Jan, and also two small forts adjoining the 
village of Urguj have been spared, the latter being occupied by our dawk 
people and some old Syeds. 

Not a shot has been fired ; but, had there been a determined enemy 
to oppose us, we should, from the nature of the ground and the loose 
discipline of the Lahore troops, have experienced some trouble. 

Captain Tower and Lieutenant Mackeson, of the 33rd Native Infan- 
try, permitted to accompany me, have proved very useful. 

Unless I receive orders to the contrary during the day I will burn 
this fort. 

I have, &c., 

H. M. Lawrence. 

No. 532. — Major-General Pollack to Mr, Maddock, 

Camp^ JeUalahad^ October 23, 1 842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to forward, for the information of the Riglit 
Honorable the Grovernor-General of India, a copy of a letter which I 
yesterday addressed tp the Adjutant-General of the Army, reporting my 
arrival at this place. I have also the honor to forward a copy of a 
letter from me to the same address, transmitting a dispatch from Major- 
General Nott. 

I have made preparations for the destruction of the fortifications here, 
and trust to be enabled to march in progress to Pesliawur on the 25th 
instant. I will write again on this subject, directly I have heard from 
Major-General Nott, whose arrival here is still uncertain. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 533. — Major-General PoUock to Major-General Lumley, 

Jellalahad, October 22, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to report, for the information of his Excellency 
the Ck^mmander-in-Chief, ray arrival here this morning, with the first 
division of the troops. Major-Q^neml M’Caskill will arrive to-morrow, 
• and Major-General Nott on the day following. 
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1 withdrew, froiii Gundamuck, the detachment whi(di had been leil 
for tlie purpose of keeping open the communication ; the wing of tJie 
;h3rd Native Infantry has joined the head-quarters of the regiment, which 
is with the 2nd division ; and the wing of the 6()tln joined by that left 
at Gundamuck, is attached to the 1st division, as are also the squadrons 
of the 5th and 10th Light Cavalr 3 \ 

I have, kc.y 

G. Pollock. 


No. 534. — Major -‘General Pollock to Major-General Lnmlcij, 

(ampy Jellalahady October 23, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to forward a dispatch from Major-General 
Nott, detailing his progress over the Huft Kotul, with a return of casual- 
ties. I have understood that the column under Major-General M‘Cas- 
kill has experienced some loss, but I have not as yet received a report 
from that officer. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 535. — Major-General Nott to Captain Ponsonhy. 

. Campy Giant's Tomb, October 15, 1842. 

Sm, — I beg to report, for the information of Mjijor-General Pollock, 
C.B., that the rear-guard of the force, under my command, was yester- 
day attacked by large bodies of the enemy in the Iluft Kotul Pass. I 
sent 200 sepoys, and a wing o^IIe# Majesty’s 40th Regiment, and two 
companies of Her Majesty’s 41st, under command of Major Hibbert, to 
the assistance of Captain Leeson, of the 42nd Regiment Native Infantry, 
who had charge of the rear. Our sepoys defeated and dispersed the 
enemy. Captain Leeson speaks in high terms of the gallantry of the 
officers and sepoys under his command. 

Major Hibbert, and tlie wing of Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment, and 
the two companies of Her Majesty’s 41st, under Captain Rlackburne, 
behaved with their accustomed gallantry ; my thanks are due to all the 
troops engaged. I enclose a list of killed and wounded. 

I have, &c., 

W. Nott. 

Return of Killed and Wounded during the attacks on the Rear Guard of Major- 

General Rote 8 force, on the evening of the Ibth and morning of the \^th October, 

1842. 

l8t Troop Bombay Horse Artillery — 1 private, 2 horses, killed ; 2 privates, 1 
horse keeper, 5 horses, wounded. 

Christie’s Horse — I horse killed ; 1 lieutenant, I private, 5 horses wounded. 

Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment — 1 private wounded. 

38th Regiment Bengal Native Infantry — 2 privates wounded. 

3rd Regiment Irregular Infantry — 1 havild|r, .3 privates wounded. 

2nd Brigade, 42nd Regiment Bengal Nativyinfantry — D privates killed j 1 lieute- 
nant, 1 assistaut'SurgeoD, 3 havildars^ 4 naicks, 23 privates, Muuuded. 
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43rd Regiment Bengal Native Infantry— 2 privates killed^ 1 naicks 2 privates 
wounded. 

1st Regiment of Irregular Cavalry (Haldane’s) — 2 privates wounded. 

Total — 12 mivates, 3 horses, killed; 2 lieutenants, 1 assistant surgeon, 4 havild- 
ars, 5 naicks, * privates, 1 horse:keeper, 10 horses wounded. 

Grand Total of killed and wounded~6l officers and men, and 13 horses. 

Officers wounded. 

Lieutenant and Brevet Captain W. Jervis, 42nd Regiment Bengal Native 
Infantry. 

Lieutenant N. B. Chamberlain, Christie’s horse. 

Assistant’ Surgeon J. H. Serrel, 42nd Regim<?nt Bengal Native Infantry. 

' N. B. — 1 havildar, 1 naick, and 1 sepoy, of the 27th Native Infantry, doing 
duty with 42nd Native Infantry, are included in the above. 

W. Nott, Major - General . 


No. 536. — Major-General Pollock to Mr, Maddoch 

Camp^ Alt Boghan, October 27, 1842. 
Sir, — 1 liavc the honor to report, for the information of the Right 
Honorable the Governor-General of India, iny departure from Jellalabad, 
with the whole of the troops, excepting General Nott’s division after 
destroying the fortifications of tJiat city. 

I have, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. 537. — The Governor- General of 'India to the Secret Committee, 

Simla^ October 19, 1842. 

(Extract.) — Mr. Clerk, the Envoy to the Maharajah Shere Sing, 
brought to me, yesterday, the Faqueer Azeezoodeeu, who has been 
Minister of Lahore for tliirty-four years. 

2. Tlie inclosed letter addressed by me to Major-General Pollock, 
shows the result of our short coufcreuce. 

3. It may be inconvenient that the Lahore Govornirieiit should not 
have made uj) their minds sooner, upon the points adverted to in that 
letter, for, it is not impossible that, in obedience to his present instrue.- 
tions, Major-General Pollock may have destroyed the new fortifications of 
Jellalabad, on withdrawing liis troops, before the letter can reach him. 

4. As there is not the least prospect of the early formation of any 
Government in Aflghaiiistan, witli wliich we could hold amicable inter- 
course, tlie arraiigemeut agreed to is most advantageous to us in all 
respects. 

No. 538. — The Governor-General of India to Major-General 

Polloch, 

Simlay October 18, 1842, 

General, — The Faqueer Azeezoodeen havihg personally assured me, 
on the part of the Maharajah Shere J^ing, that the Maharajah will never 
recognize any Government in Cabool which shall not have been previ- 
ously recognized by the Goyei|||ppent of India, I have informed tlie 
Faqueer that, upon the retirement of the British army, Jellalabad shall 
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given up to tlit Sikh troops in its present state ; that is, without any 
injury being done to the fortifications : and you will, accordingly, so 
give up that place to the Sikh army, when its occupation shall be no 
longer necessary to you. 

1 have assured the Faqueer, that the British Government will not 
interfere in any manner in the future government of Jellalabad, or in the 
management of the territory dependent upon it ; the Fdfcfuoer promising 
on the part of the Maharajah, that no person shall be employed in the 
government or management tliereof, who sluill be deemed and declared 
by the British Government to be its enemy. 

I have informed the Faqueer that if, upon your evacuating Jellalabad, 
there sliould be any stores in the place, which you do not require for the 
use of your army, you will dispose of them to the Siklj army, for such 
fair price as may be agreed upon, and this you are authorized to do. 

You are authorized to dispose of any Afighan guns, or other military 
stores, in the same manner as stores of grain. 

You will not act upon the instructions given in this letter, unless you 
should receive from the Maharajah Shere Sing a letter, reciting the sub- 
stance of this letter, and informing you, who, on his Highness’s part, is 
authorized to receive Jellalabad from you, and to agree for the purchase 
of the stores. 

I have, &c., 

Ellen BOROUGH. 


No. 539. — Mr. Maddock to Mr. Clerk, 

Simluy Octoher 18, 1842. 

8m, — I am directed by the Governor- General to transmit, for your 
information, and communication to his Highness Maharajah Shore Sing, 
the accompanying copy of a letter this day addressed by the Governor- 
General to Major Genenil Pollock. 

2. In communicating this letter to the Maharajah, I am dcsir(‘d to 
request that you will acquaint his Highness, that the Governor-General 
has acquiesced in the arrangement mentioned therein, under the impres- 
sion that the interests of the British Government and those of the 
Maharajah, with respect to Affglianistan, are the same. 

I have, &c., 

T. H. Maddock. 


No. 540. — Major-General Pollock to the Govern or- General of India, 

Carnp^ Jellalabad, Octoher 23, 1842. 

My Lord, — I have had the honor to receive j«.r Lordship’s letter 
dated 12th instant. 

With reference to the iSt paragraph, I can safely assure your Lord- 
place that I never, from my first arxival at Cabool, expected to leave that 
place so early as the 8th instant, and I believe I may, with very great 
truth assert, that I never gave any on^^Fcason to believe, that I could 
march at so early a period. My first expectation was, that I should not 
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instant, and as soon as T saw a fair prospect of niy being able to do so, I 
expressed such au expectation in my letter to your Lordship, but could 
not even then speak contidently. Even on the lOth instant, in writing 
to liis Excellency tlie Coininandcr-in-Chief, I could not say more than 1 
hoped that I might lx; abhi to report my departun; on the 12th instant. 

Camels and bullocks came in on the afternoon of the lllh, but not 
so many as were required ; I was, Imwever, determined to make no further 
delay. 

1 beg to say that until I wrote to your Lordship, it was impossible for 
me to fix a probable day for my departure, though I knew many otlicers 
in cami) had iixed their own day, on which I was to move, without any 
r(f('reiK;e to my real intentions or expectations. 

A rojiort of the movement of the two brigades was forwarded. The 
r(‘t)ort was delayed a day, hut their moving forward after their junction, 
d(*pend(‘(i on information 1 might receive of Ajneerioollah, who had col- 
le(*t(;d a body of inen at Istalitf Tbero were several objects contem- 
{>l:ded in sending the brigades, but the princi})al one was to dis])orse the 
tbrrx' eol]e(!led uud(;r Aiueeiioollah ; secondly, by ajipearing in force, in 
Kohistan, it was hoped the native? prisoners would be released ; and, 
ihirdly, it was iivot at all improbable, that the advance of such a force 
might have induced the Ghoorbuiid Chiefs to secure the person of 
3Iahomed Akbar. A iiundxu’ of native prisoners wore released, and the 
dispersion of Anu;euoolIalfs retainers prcjvented their following us on 
our return towards the provinces. 

If, aft(*r this explanation, your Lordsliip still considers me guilty of 
iiegloet, ill not reporting, 1 can assure your Lordship, that it has heeri my 
constant and earnest desire to keep your Lordship correctly informed on 
all subjects ; and if I have erred,*! may with truth sa\% 1 have done so 
very unintentionally. 

Your Lordship appears to have anticipated the object I had in view, 
in detaching the brigades. 

There may appear to be some contradiction to my assertion, that the 
< iHuny were jireveiited following us, when your Lordship peruses the 
reports of Generals Nott and McCaskill, but 1 am still of opinion (and 
juy opinion is formed from information I have received from good sources) 
that Ihe only enemy we have had to contend with, has been the brigands 
vd‘ the (xjuntry, who, even in times of peace, are always to be found 
wlu're tliere is prospect of jdunder. I have crowned the heights the 
whole distance, and have had a strong rear-guard. I have not only met 
with no opposition, but we have scarcely seen an inhabitant. Most 
certainly there has not been any organized resistance. 

1 ))eg to add, with reference to your Lordship’s last paragraph, that 
^v1k‘u 1 detached the #yo brigades, their absence was limittod to twelve 
<lays. I was aware that I could riot march before that time, and during 
tlieir absence, I was making every exertion to com]>lete the. commissariat 
^iupplies, &c. 

1 have reason to believe, that the operations in Kohistan produced a 
uiost beneficial etfcct.* Istaliff w^considcred the strongest place in that 
province, and the inhabitants so liiRe exj^KJcted our success, that not a 
^v()man or eliild had loll tlio town. It was not my original plan to enter 
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Koliistan at all, but from the information I received, I thought tliat tho 
ol)ject of niy advance would not be coin])leto unless a sevi^re example 
were made, a notorious enemy of the British Government having b(‘en 
allowed to congregate a (!onsiderable force, within three or four marches 
of the capital. 

I Iiavc, &c., 

G. Pollock. 


No. o41. — Major-General APCaskill to Captain Ponsonhp. 

Camp^ Jumroot!^ Noucmhcr 4, 1842. 

Snt, — T have the lionor to acquaint you, for the information of Major- 
General Pollock, C.B., tliat the force placed under my immediate com- 
mand finally broke up from Dakka on the morning of the 2d instant. 
It reached Lundi Khana before 10 a.m., and in tlie course of that day raid 
night a troop of horse artillery, and the whole of tho cannon and carri- 
ages of the park, with tlie exception of the Jellalabad gun, were 
laboriously brought up to the level ground at the head of the pass by tlie 
troops of the 2d brigade. Those regiments moved down cautiously and 
without opposition the next morning to Ali Musjid, and the dd brigade 
was directed to follow their movement, marching at daylight. 

I regret to add, that it was overtaken by night in the defiles leading 
to that place, and that its rear guard met* with a serious disaster, the 
particulars of which are communicated in the aec^ompanyiiig report from 
Brigadier Wild. 

Captain Lane, Commissary of Ordnance, liad received from me aii 
ample escort, witli sappers and bildars, on the morning of tlie 3rd, in 
consequence of the contidout expectation which he entertained of getting 
the Jellalabad gun up the acclivity of Luiidi Khana. lie reports to me, 
however, that* he was finally compelled to leave it on the road, liaviiig 
first requested the artillery off;cers of Major-General Nott’s division to 
take charge of it, which he considers to htive been assented to. His 
party was attacked by a large body of Afredees near Ghurrec Lala Beg ; 
but he saved his detachment from serious loss by judiciously throwing it 
into a fort, and making a spirited defence. Lieutenant Corsar, und(jr my 
instructions, sent out parties of liis corps this morning, Avitli great a(‘ti- 
vity and promptitude, into the pass, and recovered the howitzer and both 
carriages which had been captured by the enemy, and I am not without 
hopes of regaining the second gun. 

The bodies of the olfieers who fell have also been brought in. 

I have the honor to forward the return of killed and wounded. 

I have, &c., 

.ffoiIN M’Ca SKILL. 


No. 542 . — Brigadier Wild to Captain Havelock, 

Cumpi All Musjid, November 3, 1842. 

SiRj — For the information of Major^eneral McCaskill, K.H., I have 
the honor to acquaint you, lhat I marched with my weak brigade agree- 
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al)ly to orders this morning at day break. On reaching the place where 
tlie big gun had been left by the 2nd brigade yesterday, I used my 
utmost exertions to get it on ; and on finding that I had not succeeded 
till 10 A. M. in getting it on above half a mik^, it being then not above 
one-tliiid of the way up from the fort of Lundi Kliana ; and foreseeing 
the evil conserpiences of being benighted in proceeding (agreeable to 
orders also,) to Ali Musjid to-day, 1 ordered Captain Lane to have it 
blown up, and inov<‘d on with the artillery and train left behind by Cap- 
tain Alexander, with as much celerity as I could. When I saw the 
baggage fairly coming up to tlic top of Lundi Kliana, I proceeded to 
join tlie advance, composed of the advanced guard, tlie two troops of the 
5th Cavalry, and the artillery under Lieutenants Smith and Christie, 
and tlie remaining bulk of the 64th Regiment under Colonel Moseley, 
consisting of about 90 rank and file. On arriving there, I found they 
had been engagcul. Some bullocks that were being carried oil* by the 
Afredees were recovered by Captain Oldfield, on whom a lieavy fire was 
opened from a hill, by which he had one trooper and three horses 
wounded, and one killed. 1 immediately sent up crowning parties, and 
two shells being also thrown up, the enemy quickly fled. It then pro- 
ceeded, followed by the baggage ; and, though bred upon from the hill, 
on the left on the way to Ghurree Lala Reg, by keeping the baggage well 
to the right over the plain, no harm was done. I made two or three 
more short halts to allow the baggage to close well up. I then passed on 
to the head of the column, and entered the i>ass. Everything going on 
as well as could be wished. To afford additional protection to the rear, 

1 dir(H!ted Lieutenant Christie, with his two iiiouniaiii guns, to remain 
with the rear guard ; and everyttiing continued to go on well till darkness 
came on, wlierua rush was made by a large number of Afredees from 
under the cover of the dark bushes in the pass, firing, throwing stones, 
and rushing in with their knives on the mountain train ; and I deeply 
grieve to say, that it appears to have been carried off ; liieutenant 
Christre to have been killed, and Ensign Nicholson, of the 30th, with the 
r(;ar guanl, also killed. Lieutenant Ross, of tlic same corps, also with 
the rear guard, after cutting down oik* Afredee, was knocked off his 
horse by a stone thrown at liim by another, and 1 fear he is severely 
iiijur(*d. The baggage, as fir as I can ascertain, lias all arrived in camp 
s;ife ; but there iiave been numbers of killed and wounded in the rear 
^uard, whose numbers have not yet been ascertained. As soon as 1 can 
do so, 1 shall submit a correct report of the whole ; but I caiiiiot attri- 
bute the misfortune of to-day to any other cause than having been 
lien igh ted in the pass, owing to the delay the big gun occasioned, and 
also to the extreme weakness of iny brigade, which in no part of the 
cohurin afforded a sufficient strength ; but this I have repeatedly reported. 
The exiiansted state of men and cattle, who, in addition to very hard 
work, had (the former,) nothing to eat or drink to-day, till they reached 
the river at this ])la(Ke ; and the latter, who had no food either yesterday or 
to-day, nor water till they arrived here, renders them very unfit for work 
to-morrow. 

1 lane, tkc., 

C. F. ^Yua». 
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No. 543. — Major-General Pollock to Major-General Lumlei/, 

Chumkunnee, November 9, 1842. 

Sir, — T have the honor to report, for the information of !iis Excel- 
lency the Commander-in-Chief, the arrival of Major-General Nott, with 
the troops under his command, at Jumrood, on the 6th instant, and to 
inclose his dispatches, with a return of casualties. 

I had directed the Major-General, after bringing away the guns left 
for the protection of the garrison, to destroy the fort of Ali Musjid ; the 
Engineer’s report of which I have now the pleasure to forward. 

I have, &c., 

George Pollock. 


No. 544. — Major-General Nott to Captain Pomonhy, 

Camp, near Peshaicur November 8, 1842. 

Sir, — I have to acquaint you, for the information of Major-General , 
Pollock, C.B., that the rear-guard of my force, under the command of 
Major Browne, of Her Majesty’s 41st Regiment, was attacked by tiie 
enemy, on marching to and from x\li Musjid. The arrangements made 
by Major Browne, assisted by Major Simmonds, of Her Majesty’s 41st 
Regiment, appear to have been admirable, and the enemy were speedily 
defeated. 

I inclose a return of killed and wounded. I directed the fort of Ali 
Musjid to be destroyed. The Engineer’s report is herewith trasmitted. 

W. Nott. 


JReturn of killed and wounded during the attack on thc*rear-guord of 
General Nott's forccj on the Ath and ^th of November, 1 842. 



KILLED. 

WOUNDED. 1 

• 

Privates, 
Sepoys, and 
Sowers. 

Horses, 

Lieutenants. 

Sf>rjeants and 
Havildars. 

Drummers, 

^ K . 
^ ^ 

•K* . 

S 

£ 1-'^ 

00 

■o 

Bengal 3-2 Foot Artillery 

Bombay 3-1 Ditto 

Chn^tie’s Horse 

1 

4 

1 

... 

1 

... 

1 

■3 

Her Majesty’s 40th Regiment Foot 
Her Majesty’s 41st Ditto ... 

2nd Regiment Bengal Grenadiers .. 
1 6th Regiment Bengal Grenadiers.. 

38th Regiment Light Infantry 

42 nd Ditto Ditto 

43rd Ditto Ditto 

3 


• 

"i 

3 

4 

3 

2 

2 

Total of each... 

4 

4 

B 

1 

1 

13 

B 

Total ... 

4 men. 

4 hrs. 

19 m 

m , — i 

3 horscj 

1 


W. Nott. 
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Grand total of killed and wounded, 23 officers and men, and 7 horses. 
Officers wounded. — Lieutenant and Adjutant Terry, Bombay Foot 
Artillery, severely ; Lieutenant Chamberlain, Christie’s Horse, ditto. 


No. 545 . — Major Sanders, Engineers, to Major-General Nott 

Camp, Jumrood, November 6, 1842. 

Sir, — I have the honor to report that, agreeably to your directions, the 
defensive works on the hill at Ali Musjid, consisting of the fort, and of a 
square of buildings recently erected by the British authorities at that fort, 
have been entirely destroyed. 

I have, &c., 

E. Sanders. 


No. 546 . — Notification by the Governor-General of India, 

* Camp, Ferozepore, December 17 , 1842 - 


This day Major-General Sir Robert Sale, G.C.B., passed the Sutlej 
at the head of all the troops which composed the garrison of Jellalabad. 

The Major-General was received at the foot of the bridge by the 
Governor-General and his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, 

The army of reserve, formed in one line extending two miles and a 
half, received the Major-General, and the garrison of Jellalabad, in 
review order, with presented arms. 

A salute of nineteen guns Was fired as the Major-Genefal passed the 
centre of the line. * # 

Captain Somerset, Military Secretary, and Captain Colville, A. D. C. 
to the Governor-General, had on the 14th instant, conveyed the medals 
granted to the garrison of Jellalabad, under an escort of the body guard, 
tf) the camp of tlic Major-General, and all the officers and soldiers of tlie 
garrison passed the bridge of the Sutlej, wearing the honor they have so 
justly won. 


The following are the names of the snrvivmg Officers to whom the 
Medal has been jfresentccL 


Major-General Sir Rbt. Sale, G.C.B. 

Ar tiller g. 

Major A. Abbott, C.B. 

„ J. B. Backhouse. 

„ G. H. Maegregor, C.B. 
Lieutenant M. Dawes. 

Assistant- Surgeon E. Hare. 

5th Light Cavalry, 

Major E. T. Oldfield, C.B. 
Lieutenant E. W. C. Plowden. 
Cornet A. Wrench. 

Anderson s Horse. 
Lieutenant W. Mayne. 


13^4 {Prince Albert's) Light Infty, 
Lieutenant Colonel R. Pattisson. 
Major H. Havelock. * 

„ A. P. J. Wilkinson. 

„ H. C. Wade, 

„ J. H. Fenwick. 

Captain P. R. Jennings. 

„ A. E. F. Holcombe. 
Lieutenant G. King, 

„ W. A. Sinclair. 

„ Hon. E. J. W. Forester. 

„ D. Rdttray. 

„ G. Wade. 

„ J. W. Cox. 

,, F. Van Straubenzee. 

„ T. B. Speedy. 
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Lieutenant G. G. C. Stapylton. 

„ R. Parker. 

5 , A. Oakes. 

„ G. Talbot. 

Adjutant J. S. Wood, lieutenant. 

Assistant -Surgeon J. Robertson. 

,, „ G. W. Barnes. 

Lieutenant William Williams, 54th 
foot, doing duty with Her Ma- 
jesty’s 13th Light Infantry. 


Doing duty with the 35th Regiment 
Native Infantry, 

Major J. Fraser, J 1th Light Cavalry. 

„ II. P. Burn, 1st JN^itive Infty. 
Captain J. G. Gerard, 1st Eiirojiean 
Regiment. 

Lieutenant R. Dowson, oth Regt. 
Native Infantry. 

„ W. K. llillersdoii, 53rd 
Native Infantry. 


35th Regiment Native Infantry, 

Lieut.'Colonel T. Monteath, C.B. 

Major T. Seaton. 

„ A. Younghusband. 

Captain T. M. E. Moorhouse. 

Lieutenant J. Towgood. 

„ M. N. Coombs. 

„ E. J. Boileau. 

„ R. B. Norton. 

The Governor-General will transmit the Medal to the mother of the 
late Colonel Bennie, who fell in the battle of the 7th of April ; and to 
the relatives of the officers and soldiers of .the garrison, who l^ave died 
since that day. * 

By order, &c., 

T. II. Maddock. 


Broadfoofs Sappers and Miners, 
Major G. Broadfoot, C. B., 31th 
Regt. Madras Native Infantry. 
Lieutenant J. G. G. Orr. 

„ F. Cunningham. 

Surgeon J. Fors 3 'tk 
Assistant- Surgeon W. Brydon. 

Commissariat. 

Major Maiiiwari ng, Kjtli Bengal 
Native Infantry. 


No. 547 . — Notification by the Governor^ General of India, 

Camp^ Ferozepore^ Decemher IH, 1842. 

Tliis day Major-General Pollock, C.B., passed the Suthj, at the head 
of the artillery and cavalry, and of the 2nd brigade of infantry of the 
army under his command. 

'' The Major-General was received at the foot of the bridge by the 
Governor-General. 

The ^6th Regiment of Native Infantry attached to the 2nd brigade, 
was, at the desire of the Governor-General, formed into a hollow square, 
and the Governor-General entering the square with Major-Generai 
Pollock, informed Major Huish, commanding the rt^giment, that Major- 
General Pollock having, in an especial manner, expressed his obligations 
to the 26th regiment, and represented their exemplary conduct on all 
occasions as meriting a particular mark of the approbation of the Govern- 
ment, he had great gratification in bestowing upon them, on their return 
to India, the honor of being henceforward a regiment of Light Inliiiitry. 

.By order, &c., 

T. 11. Maddock. 






